


Devotees chant Hare Kmza in St. Louis, Missouri. 

A short 
staten1ent of 
the philosophy 
ofKrsna . . . 
Consciousness 

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness (/SKCON) is a 
worldwide community of devotees prac
ticing bhakti-yoga, the eternal science 
of loving service to God. The Society 
was founded in 1966 by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhu[Xida, a pure devotee of God 
representing an unbroken chain of 
spiritual masters originating with Lord 
Kr$rza Himself. The following eight 
principles are the basis of the Kr$rza · 
consciousness movement. 

We invite all our readers to consider 
them with an open mind and then visit 
one of the ISKCON centers to see how 
they are being applied in everyday life. 

1. By sincerely cultivating a bona 
fide spiritual science, we can be free 
from anxiety and come to a state of 
pure, unending, blissful conscious
ness in this lifetime. 
2. We are not our bodies but eternal 
spirit souls, parts and parcels of God 
(Kr~ma) . As such, we are all broth
ers, and Kr!?l)a is ultimately our 
common father. 
3. Kr!?l)a is the eternal, all-knowing, 
omnipresent, all-powerful, and all
attractive Personality of Godhead. 
He is the seed-giving father of all liv
ing beings, and He is the sustaining 
energy of the entire cosmic creation. 
4. The Absolute Truth is contained 
in all the great scriptures of the 
world. However, the oldest known 
revealed scriptures in existence are 
the Vedic literatures, most notably 
the Bhagavad-gitii, which is the literal 
record of God's actual words. 
5. We should learn the Vedic knowl
edge from a genuine spiritual 
master - one who has no selfish mo
tives and whose mind is firmly fixed 
on Kr~l)a. 
6. Before we eat, we should offer to 
the Lord the food that sustains us. 
Then Kr~l)a becomes the offering 
and purifies us. 

7. We should perform all our actions 
as offerings to Kr!?l)a and do nothing 
for our own sense gratification. 
8. The recommended means for 
achieving the mature stage oflove of 
God in this age ofKali, or quarrel, is 
to chant the holy names of the Lord. 
The easiest method for most people 
is to chant the Hare Kr~l)a mantra: 

HareKrsna 
HareKrSlla 
KrsnaKrSna Hare Hare 
HareRama 
HareRama 
RamaRama 
Hare Hare 



Chant and be1tappy ... 

Satyasena dasa, book distributor 
(above): "Each day when I go out to dis
tribute my spiritual master's books, I see 
that everyone is looking for happiness 
from sensual sat isfaction. My job is to 
let them know they can get a higher 
pleasure from chanting the Hare Kr$Qa 
maha-mantra. Since God is absolute, 
He is personally present in His name
Kf$Qa, which means 'the all-attractive.' 
So chanting Hare Kf$Qa is the most 
satisfying, beautiful experience, be
cause it puts you directly in touch with 
the most satisfying, beautiful person.'' 

Visakha-devi dasi (right): "When I 
first met the devotees, I had no in
terest in spiritual life. But my work as 
a writer forced me to talk and argue 
with them. Eventually I met Srlla 
Prabhupada, the spiritual master of 
the Hare Kf$Qa movement, and read 
his books. My faith and understand
ing slowly grew, despite myself. The 
scriptures and the saints and spiri
tual masters through the ages all say 
that chanting the Lord's holy names 
is the best way to make spiritual ad
vancement in this difficult time. 
Besides, it's practical; it works. Ma
terially and spiri tually, my li fe has 
changed for the better since I've 
been chanting the Hare Kr$Qa maha
mantra.'' 

Turiyasarigitananda (Alice Coltrane), 
musician (left) : "When you're chanting 
the maha-mantra, your soul responds, 
because the soul knows these names. 
The soul relates to them, the soul is en
livened, the soul is lifted up upon hear
ing the names of the Lord. It's some
thing people should open their hearts to 
and experience. They don't have to be 
musicians. They don't have to be any 
certain age-they can even be children. 
And they don't even have to understand 
the meaning of the words. Whether they 
understand or not, the hearing of that 
chanting is going to produce their spiri
tual good." 

In Gainesville (home of 
the University of Florida) 
there's one fraternity that's 
quite different from the 
others. At the Radha-Kr~IJa 
temple (pictured left) 
everyone chants the Hare 
Kr~IJa maha-mantra. So 
they naturally relate to one 
another (and to everyone 
else) as kindred souls-fully 
happy and satisfied in their 
relationship with the 
Supreme Friend, Kr~IJa . 

Find out more about 
Kr~IJa consciousness in this 
issue of BACK TO GODHEAD. 
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~ The founder and original editor of 
BACK TO GODHEAD is His Divine Grace A. C. 
BhaktivedantaSwami Prabhupiida. ln September, 
1965, Srila Prabhupii.da arrived in the United 
States. In July, 1966, in a storefront in New York 
City, he began the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness. And from those begin· 
ning days, BACK TO GODHEAD has been an in· 
legral part of ISKCON. 

In fact , since 1944, when he started writing, edit· 
ing, printing, and distributing BACK TO GODHEAD. 
Srila Prabhupada has often called it "the backbone 
of1he Kr~r:~a consciousness movement." AI· 
though over the years it has changed in some ways, 
BACK TO GODHEAD remains, in Srrla Prabhu· 
pAda's words, "an instrument for training the 
mind and educaling human na1ure to rise up 10 I he 
plane of the spirit soul." 
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covered by material desires, but in any case desire is the con
stant companion of the soul, or living entity. 

The soul transmigrates in this material world from one body 
to another, and he creates desires according to the type of 
body he gets. God's supreme will affords the living entity 
various bodies so that he can fulfill his minute will, which is 

made up of material desires. In other 

A •h•l t• D t• Q words, the living entity wills something, 
( and the supreme will (God, or Kr~Qa), RRI I a lOR or evo lOR. un~erst~ndin~ the r:~i~e will of the_living 

entity, g1ves h1m fac1hl!es to fulfill his par-

German pessimist philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer ticular desire. In this way, the will of the living entities is the 

(1788-1860) thought that nirvana (freedom from cause of this material existence. . . . 

suffering) means becomingdesireless-puttingan end However, Schopenhau~r w_as _wrong m _thm~mg that you 

t "II B t Hi D' · G A C Bh kt' d t can become happy by extmgUlshmg your Will. Smce you are a 
0 our~~ · U _1s l~me race · · a IVe an a living being, you must always have desires. If your desires are 

Swami Prabhupada disagrees. · · · stopped, you become like a stone. So instead of trying to put 

Hayagriva diisa: Arthur Scho
penhauer was a nineteenth
century German philosopher 
who took some of his ideas from 
the Indian Vedic literature. For 
Schopenhauer, happiness meant 
inactive satisfaction - nirvana. 
Since he thought that the will to 
enjoy the material world is the ir
rational urge that brings about all 

suffering, he advocated the extinction of the will. In his main 
book, The World as Will and Idea, he wrote, "The Indian 
Vedas and Purd~as have no better simile than a dream for the 
actual [material] world, which they call 'the web of maya,' and 
they use none more frequently." From this Schopenhauer 
concluded, "Life is a long dream .... What is this world of 
perception but my idea?" He goes on to conclude that life is a 

projection of the will. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, material life is a projection of the ma
terial will, or material desire. And nirvana means that material 
desires are finished. But the living entity cannot be desireless, 
because he is an eternal spiritual being. Thus, even when he 

finishes his material desires, he still has spiritual desires. In 
the materially conditioned state, these spiritual desires are 
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an end to all desire, you should try to cleanse the diseased 
form of desire (sarvopddhi-vinirmuktam) . That cleansing pro
cess is Kr~Qa consciousness (bhakti). Presently our desires are 
desires of the body. When the living entity acquires the body 
of an American, a European, a Chinaman, or whatever, he 
desires like a human being. When he changes his body to that 
of a dog, he spends his time barking. According to his desires 
he has received a particular type of body. But these desires are 
temporary, and thus the living entity moves from one body to 

another. Because he is materially covered, he considers the 
temporary world to be reality; but because it is constantly 
changing, it is not. Therefore, in one sense, this material 
world is all a dream. 
Hayagriva dasa: And trying to enjoy this dream is the source 
of frustration? 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, because it is a fact that we cannot 
fulfill our material desires, which come and go like dreams. 
All material activities, subtle or gross, are manifestations of 

various dreamlike desires. Therefore, the impersonalist 

i 

I 

l 



Mayavadi philosophers say brahma satyari1, jagan mithyii: 
" The dreamer is a fact, but the dream is false." Our Vai~?r.tava 
philosophy agrees that the dreamer is the factual living entity; 
but we say that the dream of this material world is not false
but temporary. Therefore the dreamer has to come to the real, 
eternal spiritual platform so that his flickering material dreams 
can be extinguished. As explained in the Niirada-paficaratra, 

sarvoptidhi-vinirmuktam 
tat-paratvena nirmalam 

hr$ike1Ja hr$ikesa-
sevanam bhaktir ucyate 

"Bhakti, or devotional service, means engaging all our senses 
in the service of the Lord, the Supreme Personality of God
head, the master of all the senses. When the spirit soul ren
ders service unto the Supreme, there are two side effects: he 
becomes free from all false material designations, and his 
senses become purified." When one abandons the dream and 
awakens to reality, that is Kr!?r.ta consciousness, or bhakti. 
Hayagriva dasa: Then will, or desire, can never be annihi
lated? 
Srila Prabbupada: No, not even for a second. It is stated in 
the Bhagavad-gfta [3.5] that we cannot live for a second with
out desires. Because we are living, we must will and desire. 
Hayagriva dasa: What about the Buddhists? They advocate a 
state of desirelessness. 
Srila Prabhupada: They believe that if you dismantle this 
material body, there will no longer be will , desire, or suffering. 
But this is not a fact. The fact is that you are an eternal spirit 
soul; you do not die after the destruction of the body. Conse
quently, thinking, feeling, and willing are actually carried from 
this body to another body in the process of transmigration. 
When the body dies, the living entity's will carries him away, 
and according to the quality of his will, he receives another 
body. That body may be the body of a demigod, a dog, a 
human, or whatever. In any case, will or desire is the carrier. 
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer was greatly influenced by 

"Desirelessness" in action-devotees serve 
Kr$1Ja: "Even when the living entity 
finishes his material desires. he still has 
spiritual desires . .. 

some of the Vedic writings. He wrote, ''Every keen pleasure is 
an error and an illusion, for no attained wish can give lasting 
satisfaction . ... All pain rests on the absence or passing away 
of such illusory pleasure. Thus both pain and pleasure arise 
from defective knowledge. The wise man, therefore, holds 
himself equally aloof from joy and sorrow, and no event dis
turbs his composure." 
Srila Prabhupada: In this material world people say, " This is 
good, and that is bad." But actually there is no question of 
good and bad, because everything material is on the tempor
ary platform. Also, the Bhagavad-gita states that the pains and 
pleasures experienced in the material world do not touch the 
spirit soul. When a spirit soul is under the illusion that he is 
his material body, he becomes concerned with the body's 
pains and pleasures-because he thinks that those pains and 
pleasures are his. But this is not a fact. Therefore .Kf~?t;ta ad-
vises, 

miitra-sparsiis tu kaunteya 
SU0$1Ja-sukha-du~kha-da~ 

iigamiiptiyino 'nityiis 
tams titik$asva bhiirata 

"0 son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness 
and distress, and their disappearance in due course, are like 
the appearance and disappearance of winter and summer 
seasons. They arise from sense perception, 0 descendant of 
Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate them without being 
disturbed" [Bg. 2.14). Since pleasures and pains come and go 
in due course, they are not the reality. So why bother about 
them? If I feel pain, let me tolerate it and go about my busi
ness of serving Kri?f.la. 
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer saw happiness in the world 
as at best a negative state-simply a momentary suspension of 
suffering. 
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is explained by Caitanya Maha
prabhu. Sometimes when a man is to be punished, he is held 
under water to the point of suffocation. Then he is let up, and 
when he can finally breathe, he thinks, "Ah! Happiness at 

last! " But he is then immersed in the 
water for another period of suffering. So 
the point is that real happiness means to 
be reHeved of suffering permanently, not 
for just a few moments. 
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a. Kr$f}a consciousness: "a better l!fe- with superior thoughts, philosophy, food, song, poetry, and art. For instance, we worship the Deities 

[Lord Kr$f.1a and His eternal consort Radha, above] in the temple-that is actual 'aesthetic salvation.'" 

Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer felt that the greatest crime of 
man was that he was ever born. 
Srila Prabhupada: That's all right, but when you understand 
that there is a crime, you must understand that there is some
one to punish you for that crime. If you suffer because of that 
crime, you must understand that there is someone who has 
judged you to be a criminal. 
Hayagriva dasa: Schopenhauer would disagree. He wrote, 
"Human life must be some kind of mistake." And because he 
thought the world mad or irrational, he concluded that it could 
not possibly have an author. He believed that if there were a 
God, He would have set the world in order. 
Srila Prabhupada: We have certainly experienced that there 
are madmen in the world, but there are also hospitals where 
such men can be treated. The world may be mad, but God is 
providing hospitalization and treatment-the process of Kr~~a 
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consciousness. Unfortunately, Schopenhauer had no knowl
edge of the hospital or the treatment. He speaks of sinful life, 
but he does not accept the judge who gives the punishment for 
sinful life. He sees that the world is mad, but he does not 
know the treatment for madmen. 
Hayagriva dasa: In The World as Will and Idea, Schopen
hauer wrote, "If we narrowly analyze the reality of our body 
and its actions ... we find nothing in it except the will; with 
this the body's reality is exhausted. ' l He goes on to state that 
"the genitals are the focus of the will." 
Srila Prabhupada: As I said before, one wills in accordance 
with his body. We should understand that we have nothing to 
do with this material world, which is the production of the ma
terial will. We are spiritual, and when we will spiritually, we 
are Kr~Q.a conscious. When we will materially, we get different 
types of material bodies. 



It is true that the basis of material life is sex. Yan 
maithuniidi-grhamedhi-sukham hi tuccham: " The basic prin
ciple of those who are addicted to the material world is 
maithuna, sexual intercourse." This strong desire for sex will 
continue as long as we are in material existence, because sex is 
the center of all material pleasure. However, when we get a 
taste of spiritual pleasure-pleasure in Kr~~;~a consciousness
we can give up sex. Param dmva nivartate: by experiencing a 
superior pleasure, we can give up an inferior one. 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer considered sex to be selfish
ness, whereas real love means sympathy. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Sex is animalistic. It is not love but lust. 
Sex simply means the mutual satisfaction of the material 
senses, and that is lust. All this lust is taking place under the 
name of love, and out of illusion people mistake this lust for 
love. One who has real love-love for Kr~Qa and for all living 
entities-thinks, " People are suffering from a lack of Kr~Qa 
consciousness. Let me do something for them so that they can 
understand the value of life." 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer considered that immoral acts 
result from a sense of egoism. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, that is so. To be immoral means to 
avoid surrendering to the will of Kr~Qa. Immoral people think, 
"Why should I surrender to Kr~Q.a? Kr~~;~a is a person, and I 
also am a person." Such thinking is demonic. Rascals cannot 
understand that by surrendering unto the supreme will and 
satisfying the supreme will, they can attain salvation. 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer felt that it is possible to crush 
egoism and desire by love. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes-but we must direct that love toward 
Kr~~;~a. If I do not love Kr~Qa, I cannot surrender to Him, and 
if I do not surrender to Kr~~;~a, my false egoism will continue. 
So the more you love Kr~~;~a, the more your surrender is per
fect. But when there is a lack of love, the mentality by which 
you can surrender will not develop. For instance, if you have 
some love for me, you will carry out my orders. There is no 
question of forcing you to surrender. Or take the example of a 
child: a small child naturally surrenders to his parents because 
there is love for the parents. In the same way, the living entity 
is free to love Kr$~;~a or to reject Him. Without freedom, there 
cannot be love. Therefore Kr$Qa consciousness means learn
ing to love Kr~Q.a. 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer looked on love as compas
sionate sympathy for one who is suffering. Through this com
passionate love we can lose our selfish desire. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Wby should we love those who are suffer
ing but not those who are enjoying? 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer saw everyone as suffering. 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, we agree to this. Everyone within 
material nature is suffering. Therefore Kr~Q.a descends and 
speaks the Bhagavad-gita to deliver all fallen souls. Similarly, a 
Vai~Q.ava (a devotee ofYi$QU (Kr~Q.a)] takes sannyasa, there
nounced order, out of compassion for others-because a san
nyasi's only duty is to preach the message of Kr~Qa conscious
ness. People in this world are suffering because of ignorance. 
They think, "Oh, now I have a nice car, an apartment, and a 
girl friend; therefore I am happy." Actually, this is not happi
ness but suffering. Because the Vai$Qava loves Kr$Qa and 
understands that he is part and parcel of Kr$Q.a, he realizes 
that the conditioned living entities are suffering for want of 
Kr~Q.a consciousness. Therefore, out of compassion the Vai~
Qava takes sannyasa and goes forth to preach. 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer saw the pleasures of this 
world as ultimately frustrating. 

"Death simply means a suspension of the will for a few 
months- that's all. If you fail to train your willing 
process properly you have to suffer, life after l({e, but if 
you train your will properly-to serve Kr~r;a's supreme 
will- you can go to Kr$r;a's supreme planet 
immediately after death. " 

Srila Prabhupiida: If he had taken his frustration seriously, it 
might have made him successful. I receive many letters from 
frustrated students who understand that frustration is hell. 
Eventually they come to understand that they should seek the 
real shelter-Kr~Qa consciousness. So frustration is really not 
so bad. If you are put into a dangerous position and you know 
how to save yourself from it, that very danger can become a 
source of pleasure for you. 
Hayagriva dasa: In The World as Will and Idea, 
Schopenhauer wrote, "Eternal becoming, endless flux, 
characterizes the inner nature of will. Finally, the same thing 
shows itself in human endeavors and desires, which always 
delude us by presenting their satisfaction as the final end of 
will. As soon as we attain our desired objects, they no longer 
appear the same; therefore, they soon grow stale or forgotten, 
and we throw them aside as vanished illusions." 
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, all this is going on, and therefore the 
living entity acquires one body after another. 
Hayagriva diisa: Schopenhauer saw everyone going through 
a constant transition from desire to satisfaction, and from 
satisfaction to a new desire. For Schopenhauer, it is this 
flux from desire to satisfaction that characterizes the will 's 
activities in the phenomenal world . Outside this flux, he 
thought, there is only nirvana, extinction of the will. 
Srila Prabhupiida: That is not a fact. One has to understand 
that behind the will and its satisfaction is a person who is will
ing. Schopenhauer did not take that person into consideration; 
he considered only the will and its satisfaction. It is the in
dividual soul who is willing. If the soul succeeds in stopping 
this flickering willing, what next? Even the stopping of the will 
is temporary. You may stop one kind of willing, but you will 
adopt another kind of willing and another kind of satisfaction. 
We must understand that behind the whimsical will is the 
spirit soul. When that spirit soul understands his real iden
tification as the eternal servant of Kr~Qa, his will is purified. 
One should not be satisfied by simply annihilating the whimsi
cal will. One should understand the real will of the real person. 
That is the beginning of spiritual life. 

It will not help simply to negate the temporary material will. 
One has to will in reality, and that is his eternal willing-that is 
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K{~Qa consciousness. In the material world, the living entity 
directs his will toward sense satisfaction, because he has 
forgotten the spiritual field of willing. When the same will is 
directed towards satisfying the senses of the Supreme
Kr~Qa-that is the eternal willing of the living entity. Jivera 
'svarupa ' haya kmzera 'nitya dasa': "When one comes to the 
platform of real knowledge, he understands that he is the eter
nal servant of God." When we concentrate our will on how to 
serve God, we attain our real position of eternality, bliss, and 
knowledge. 
Hayagriva disa: Schopenhauer apparently believed in life 
after death. He wrote, "If a man fears death as his annihila
tion, it is just as if he were to think that the sun cries out at 
evening, 'Woe is me! For I go down to eternal night ... .'" 
Srila Prabhupida: Yes, because the will is eternal, death is 
not the stoppage of life. One simply gets another body. In the 
Bhagavad-gitii K{~Qa says, tathii dehiintara-prapti/:1: "When the 
body dies, the soul transmigrates to another body." This is 
proof that the life of the person is eternal. And because the 
person is eternal, his desire and will are also eternal. But 
Schopenhauer did not know what that eternal willing is. The 
eternal will of every living entity is to serve Kr~~a always. 
Hayagriva disa: Schopenhauer looked on Indian philosophy 
as a philosophy of the denial of the will . .. 
Srila Prabhupida: But he did not study Vedic philosophy 
and religion perfectly. He simply had some idea of some por
tions of the impersonalist and Buddhistic philosophies. Evi
dently he did not know about Vai$Qavism. Although be 
touched the Bhagavad-gitii, he did not study it thoroughly. In 
the Bhagavad-gitii, Kr~Qa tells Arjuna that if he simply tries to 
attain knowledge of God-K{~Qa-his will and his life will be 
purified, and he will return back to Godhead upon giving up 
his body. In the fourth chapter Kf$Qa says, 

janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvata/:1 

tyaktvii deham punar janma 
naiti mcim eti so 'rjuna 

"One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance 
and activities does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth 
again in this material world, but attains My eternal abode, 0 
Arjuna" [Bg. 4.91. 

Either Schopenhauer did not study the Bhagavad-gitci very 
thoroughly, or he could not understand it for want of a real 
spiritual master. According to the Gitci itself, one should go to 
a bona fide guru who has actually seen the truth. Schopen
hauer simply speculated on the basis of his own experience, 
and consequently, although everything is there in the 
Bhagavad-gitci, he could not see it. 
Hayagriva disa: According to Schopenhauer, the man of 
knowledge is imperturbable in any condition. He wrote, 
"Such a man would regard death as a false illusion, an impu
dent specter which frightens the weak but has no power over 
him who knows that he is himself the will of which the whole 
world is the objectification or copy, and that therefore he is al
ways certain of life ... .'' 
Srila Prabhupida: This is contradictory. On the one side 
Schopenhauer has a desire for the certainty of life, and on the 
other he says that nirvana, annihilation, is the only answer. 
Which does he want? He simply tried to adjust things to fit his 
theory. But he couldn't understand the philosophy behind 
purification of the will. 
Hayagriva disa: Apparently he had no other solution than 
the suppression of the will. 
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Srila Prabhupida: But that is not possible. In order to be 
happy, you must change the quality of your willing through 
purification. The purification process is bhakti-chanting and 
hearing the pastimes of the Lord (srava~am kirtanam vi~~o/:1). 
That purifies the will. Schopenhauer missed the point. Al
though he accepted the fact that life is eternal, he thought that 
its purpose is nirvana, putting an end to the will. Unfor
tunately, he did not know what nirvana is. Nirvana means 
putting an end to the whimsical will and coming to the plat
form of willing in Krl1Qa consciousness. 
Hayagriva disa: For Schopenhauer, there were three means 
of salvation-aesthetic, ethical , and religious. Through 
aesthetic salvation -contemplation of the Platonic ideals-we 
rise above passion through poetry, music, and art. Through 
the contemplation of these higher ideals, we reach a plane of 
desirelessness. 
Srila Prabbupida: This is not a new idea; it is mentioned in 
the Bhagavad-gitci: param dmva nivartate. The students of this 
Kr$Q.a consciousness movement have abandoned their abomi
nable living habits because they have received a better life
with superior thoughts, philosophy, food, song, poetry, and 
art. When the mind is filled with Kr$Qa consciousness, there is 
no chance of its engaging in the contemplation of nonsense. 
Hayagriva dasa: For Schopenhauer, aesthetic salvation is a 
temporary experience. For instance, when one looks at a 
beautiful painting, he transcends the lower levels of con
sciousness and for a few moments becomes "will-less," or 
desireless. 
Srila Prabhupida: Yes, we admit that this may be the case, 
but we wish to remain in that higher consciousness con
tinuously-not momentarily. This is possible if we practice. By 
practice a child learns to read and write, and thus he becomes 
educated. It is not a momentary thing. If we practice Kf$Qa 
consciousness daily, lower consciousness will automatically 
vanish. For instance, we worship the Deities in the temple
that is actual aesthetic salvation. But unless you apply the 
aesthetic sense with reverence and respect, you cannot derive 
benefit from worshiping the Deities. 
Hayagriva disa: According to Schopenhauer, you achieve 
ethical salvation by attempting to satisfy your will. When you 
satisfy your will, no new desires can arise, and you experience 
happiness. 
Srila Prabhupida: Apart from the individual will, there is 
the supreme will. If we satisfy the supreme will, we are happy. 
But we cannot know the supreme will directly, and therefore 
we must approach a spiritual master. Our philosophy is that by 
satisfying the spiritual master, the representative of God, we 
satisfy the supreme will (yasya prascidcid bhagavat-prasada/:1). 
Hayagriva disa: For Schopenhauer, the third and most 
effective type of salvation is religious salvation. He felt that by 
denying the will through asceticism, you can attain the state of 
nirvana, nothingness. 
Srila Prabhupida: But Schopenhauer did not know that 
since the soul is eternal, willing is also eternal -although the 
will may be suppressed for some time. For instance, after 
death, when a living entity enters a mother's womb, he 
spends nine months developing his next body, and there is a 
temporary suspension of the will. But when he emerges from 
his mother' s womb, he resumes the willing process. Death 
simply means a suspension of the will for a few months
that's all. If you fail to train your willing process properly you 
have to suffer, life after life, but if you train your will prop
erly-to serve Kfl1Q.a's supreme will-you can go to Kr~Qa's 
supreme planet immediately after death. g 



Compassion Means· 
Ceadjng :K(el)a 
nsciousness 

by §atsvarupa dasa Qoswami 

India's greatest gift to civilization is 
her highly advanced spiritual culture, 
based on the eternal truths of the Vedic 
literatures. Sometimes, however, we 
hear the strange idea that this culture is 
not meant to be shared with others. I 
have heard more than one Western 
professor of Indian religion say, " The 
idea of preaching about God in a mis
sionary spirit is not part of India's 
religion. That's something the Christians 
introduced into India a few hundred 
years ago." And self-styled yogis some
times say to me, "People should be left 
alone to realize God in their own way, in 
their own time. You can't go out and 
preach about inner life." I have also 
heard seemingly devout Hindus say, 
"Why are you teaching of Kr~Qa in 
America? To follow the Vedas you have 
to be born in India." Is Kr~Qa's message, 
then, just for a few? 

No. Both the Vedic literatures them
selves and the living examples of In
dia's greatest saints disprove that idea. 
Moreover, such disdain for preaching 
Vedic truths reveals a sad lack of com
passion for fallen humanity. 

In fact, the Vedic literatures (the 
world's most time-honored scriptures) 
fully support the idea of preaching the 
gospel of Kr~Qa consciousness. In the 
five-thousand-year-old Srimad-Bhagava
tam, the self-realized sages who com
piled the Vedas at the beginning of cre
ation offer their prayers to Lord Kr~Q.a, 

the Personality of Godhead: "All glories 
unto You! 0 Lord, You can deliver all 
suffering conditioned souls from the 
clutches of maya [illusion). 0 Lord, we 
fervently pray that You do so. As the 
personifications of Vedic knowledge, we 
always try to help the conditioned souls 
understand You" (Bhag. 10.87.14). 

Unless devotees of God broadcast His 
message, the ignorant living entities can 
never know that the ultimate purpose of 
life is liberation from material bondage. 
Thus, in mad pursuit of sense gratifica
tion, they will commit sinful acts and 
have to suffer the painful reactions, ac
cording to the law of karma. They will 
have to transmigrate from one body to 
another, repeatedly suffering the mis
eries of birth, old age, disease, and 
death. Since surrender to the will of the 
Lord is the only way to nullify karma and 
stop the process of transmigration, the 
merciful devotees of the Lord always 
preach His glories widely. And the 
Supreme Lord Himself regularly visits 
the earth to reclaim the fallen souls. As 
Lord K~Q.a states in the Bhagavad-gfta 
(4.8), "In order to deliver the pious and 
annihilate the miscreants, as well as to 
establish the principles of religion, I ad
vent Myself millennium after millen
nium." And in the Srimad-Bhtigavatam 
we find that the sage Vyasadeva, who 
compiled the Sanskrit Vedic scriptures, 
also felt the same compassion for the 
suffering souls: "The material miseries 
of the living entity, which are super
fluous to him, can be directly mitigated 
by the linking process of devotional ser
vice, but the mass of people do not know 
this. And therefore the learned Vyasa
deva compiled this Vedic literature, 
which is in relation to the Supreme 
Truth" (Bhag. 1.7 .6). Thus, thousands 
of years before Christianity appeared in 
the world, the Vedic literature stated 
emphatically that souls suffering in 
darkness should be helped by the 
torchlight of Kr~Q.a consciousness. From 
the historical perspective, then, the 
Christians could not have introduced the 
preaching spirit to India. 

Another misconception is that one 
should cultivate spiritual knowledge only 
by private meditation and should not 

"bother" those who are spiritually ig
norant. But the great devotee Prahlada 
Maharaja rejects this view in the Srimad
Bhagavatam (7.9.44): "My dear Lord, I 
see that there are many saintly persons 
indeed, but they are interested only in 
their own deliverance. Not caring for the 
big cities and towns, they go to the 
Himalayas or the forest to meditate with 
vows of silence. They are not interested 
in delivering others. As for me, how
ever, I do not wish to be liberated alone, 
leaving aside all these poor fools and ras
cals. I know that without Kr~Qa con
sciousness, without taking shelter of 
Your lotus feet, one cannot be happy. 
Therefore, I wish to bring them back to 
the shelter of Your lotus feet." 

Thus, while there undoubtedly is a 
kind of yogi who neglects others' 
welfare, he is hardly of the highest stan
dard. In the Bhagavad-gita Kr~Qa says 
that the highest yogi is His devotee-and 
that His dearmost devotee is he who 
takes all risks to approach others and 
give them the same liberation and bliss 
he has found in Kr~Q.a consciousness. 

Finally, we must also take issue with 
the sectarian notion that Vedic knowl
edge is meant only for people born in 
India. This idea finds support neither in 
any scriptural statement nor in the heart 
of any intelligent and compassionate per
son. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam states, 
"If someone is ignorant and addicted to 
the path of samsara [birth and death], 
how can one who is actually learned, 
merciful , and spiritually advanced 
engage him in material activity, and thus 
further entangle him in material exis
tence? If a blind man is walking down 
the wrong path, how can a gentleman 
allow him to continue on his way to 
danger? No wise man can allow this." 

The greatest of India's saints-Rama
nuja, Madhva, Bhaktisiddhanta-toured 
as widely as possible to broadcast 
Kr~Q.a 's message. (Outside India, spiri
tual teachers like Jesus Christ and Hajrat 
Muhammad displayed the same preach
ing spirit). And the most enthusiastic 
preacher of all was Lord Caitanya, the in
carnation of Kr~l)a who appeared in 
India five hundred yeras ago to spread 
Kr~Q.a consciousness in the form of the 
chanting of God's holy names: Hare 
Kr~Qa, Hare Kr~Qa, Kr~Q.a Kr~Q.a, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 
Rama, Hare Hare. Lord Caitanya taught 
that chanting the Hare Kr~Qa mantra is 
the best form of God consciousness for 
the present fallen age, and He predicted, 
"The names of God shall be chanted in 
every town and village in the world." 
Thus, Kr~Qa consciousness, the science 
of God, is universal; it is meant not just 

(continued on page 14) 
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" In this age of Kali, the holy name of the Lord, the Hare 
Kr~~a maha-mantra, is the incarnation of Lord Kr~~a. 
Simply by chanting the holy name, one associates with the 
Lord directly. Anyone who does this is certainly delivered" 
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 17 .22). 

"In the age of Kali (Quarrel and Hypocrisy) the chanting 
of the holy name is the best means of God-realization. 
There is no other alternative, no other alternative, no 
other alternative" (Brhan-naradiya Pura~a). 
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Photo: (Hyderabad, India) Bhargava dasa 

The Mantra 
for Everyone 
Hare Knl)a, Hare Kt~l)a, Kt~l)a Kt~~a, Hare Hare 
Hare Rima, Hare Rima, Rima Rima, Hare Hare 

In India saints and ordinary people alike have long 
known about these holy names of God-the maha-mantra, 
or great chanting for deliverance. In 1965 His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, a pure 
devotee of the Lord, brought the chanting to the West. 

Hare is an address to God's energy, Kr~!la means "God, 
the all-attractive," and Rama is another of God's names, 
meaning "the highest pleasure." Chanting these names 
frees the mind from anxiety and illusion and revives our 
eternal loving relationship with K.r$IJ.a. 

Five hundred years ago Lord Caitanya (the incarnation 
ofKr~Q.a in the mood of a devotee) began spreading the 
chanting of the maha-mantra. He stressed its benefits for 
the people of this materialistic age and predicted that out 
of compassion, devotees would take the chanting to every 
town and village in the world. And now Srlla Prabhupada's 
disciples-the members of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness-are fulfilling that prediction, as 
we see here. 

"Glory to the chanting of the Hare Kr~~a maha-mantra, 
which cleanses the heart of all the dust accumulated for 
years and extinguishes the fire of conditional life, of re
peated birth and death .... It increases the ocean of tran
scendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the nec
tar for which we are always anxious" (Sri-Sri-Sik
~a~taka). 
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After Thirteen Years With a ~~voga ·cheater" 

Bowl Found 
A Real Yoga Teacher 

by Amala-bhakta dasa (as told to Dravicja dasa) 

Thepathfrom theha!ha-yoga ashram to 
the Rtidha-Kmza temple is a well-worn 
one. Many people who are now ISKCON 
devotees had in the past performed various 
stretchings, contortions, breathing exer
cises, headstands, and silent meditations
before they learned of the higher yoga of 
KmJa consciousness. But Amala-bhakta's 
case is extraordinary: not only was he an 
experth~tha-yogi when he came to the Los 
Angeles temple in February of 1976, but he 
was also in the most respected order of spiri
tual life (sannyasa), and he had been run- .m ., 
ning a major yoga center in New York .for ~ 

almost thirteen years. Here is his account of j 
why he took up hatha-yoga-and then left ~ 
it and his teacher .for Kr$1Ja consciousness. ~ 

I 
In 1957 my life was pretty much up in 

the air. I had dropped out of New York 
University at twenty-five and had gone 
to Los Angeles to "find myself." I was 
working at odd jobs and reading a lot of 
philosophy when, in July of that year, I 
began to read a book on yoga. This book 
set off a volcanic eruption in my life. I 
suddenly realized-very starkly, very 
pointedly-that all of us fear death. We 
may not know we fear death, but our ev
ery step, our every glance, our every 
gesture, our every word betrays this fear. 
And I realized that I certainly feared 
death. I also saw that no one, myself in
cluded, was really happy, and that I 
could achieve happiness only by giving 
myself to God and His work-in other 
words, by realizing Him. I felt that since 
God is eternal and transcendental to the 
world's miseries, I could conquer fear 
and gain happiness by becoming God 
conscious. 

With this idea burning in my mind, I 
hitchhiked back to my parents' country 
home in New Jersey and started practic
ing ha{ha-yoga and meditation. But soon 
it became clear that I needed some per
sonal instruction. One day, after some 
searching, I stopped into a book shop in 
downtown Manhattan and saw an ad · 
for a yoga teacher. Soon I began study
ing under him. My teacher showed me 

1 2 BACK TO GODHEAD 

ha!ha-yoga, which included a Jot of 
stretching and bending exercises, and 
also breath control and meditation. He 
didn't instruct me in bhakti-yoga, the 
yoga of devotion to God. But before 
coming to him I had read about some of 
the techniques of bhakti-yoga, and I had 
felt impressed and charmed by them. 
Since my basic desire was to realize God, 
meditation on God's form, or on His 
holy names, appealed to me more than 
meditation on silence or light, which was 
what my teacher showed me. So I began 
incorporating some of the bhakti tech
niques into my own program. 

In 1963, after five years in the United 
States, my teacher went back to India. At 
that time he asked me to take charge of 
the yoga ashram he had begun in a 
Manhattan hotel. The same classes I had 
been studying in I was now teaching. 
Now it was my responsibility to carry on 
my teacher's lecture program and classes 
in ha!ha-yoga and meditation, and to 
talk with people who felt they wanted 
guidance. 

During the first few years I headed the 
ashram, I gradually added more of the 
devotional practices of bhakti-yoga. I 
considered them enjoyable and effortless 
ways to concentrate the mind. Then, in 
196 7, I started noticing the Hare 

Kr~Q.a devotees on Fifth A venue. (Srila 
Prabhupada had founded the Inter
national Society for Krishna Conscious
ness a year earlier on Manhattan's Low
er East Side.) The place where they 
chanted every day was close to my ash
ram. And although I looked upon them 
as an odd bunch and thought they were 
too far-out to succeed in the West, I was 
nonetheless fascinated by their cymbal 
and drum playing and chanting of the 
Hare K{~Q.a mantra. So I thought the 
best thing to do would be simply to adopt 
some of ISKCON's practices in my own 
program and see if I could interest my 
own students in devotional yoga. 

I began giving over a portion of each 
evening-from about 7:00 to 9:30-to 
congregational chanting of God's holy 
names. At that time I was also deeply im
mersed in editing an English translation 
of the Riimayar:za (the story of Lord 
Ramacandra, an incarnation of God who 
Jived millions of years ago). I was be
coming enraptured by the pastimes of 
Lord Rama and His consort, Sita. So, in 
imitation of the Hare K~~Q.a devotees I 
had seen on Fifth A venue, I would chant 
"Sita Rama, Sita Rama ... "several 
times, my students would answer, and 
we would go on like that for some time, 
in call-and-response fashion. 

Also, on Sunday nights, I would read 
to my students from an abridged version 
of the Riimaya!Ja. Some time previously 
I had also read the story of Kr~Q.a, and I 
knew that He and Rama were actually 
the same divine person. So another thing 
I did to increase my devotion was to 
mount beautiful posters of Kr~Q.a and 
Rama on the walls of the classroom 
where I taught ha.tha-yoga. 

Unfortunately, my teacher had not 
taught me how to devote myself to a per
sonal God. He wasn't a bhakta, a devo
tee; basically he was an impersonalist. 
He neither wrote, talked, nor acted in 
the mood of a devotee. Rather, he acted 
like a cool businessman. So I began feel
ing more and more that the devotion I 
had cultivated by reading Lord Rama-



candra's pastimes and chanting His holy 
names needed a new outlet. 

Then, in June of 1975, someone sent 
me a BACK TO GODHEAD magazine. I . 
carefully read an article by Srna Prabhu
plida, entitled "What is a Guru?" After 
studying the Vedic principles Sriia 
Prabhuplida revealed there, I concluded 
that my teacher was a cheater, a char
latan-he was exploiting gullible seek
ers, squeezing money out of them under 
the pretense of spirituality. I further 
understood that SrUa Prabhuplida was 
not using such deceitful methods. He 
was giving the Vedic philosophy 
straight-speaking boldly yet compas
sionately, without caring what anyone 
thought. Srna Prabhuplida was trusting 
completely that the Lord's mercy would 
sustain the big projects he had started. 
He was sincere, and he was attracting the 
sincere. 

Just after I read that BACK TO GOD· 
HEAD, something happened that quick
ened my coming to Kr~Q.a consciousness. 
One day a man came to me for a con·· 
sultation. He was contemplating suicide. 
(He was out of money and out of work 
and had about six kids to take care of.) 
He had known of my fifteen-dollar-for
fifteen-minutes consultation fee-a 
policy set up by my teacher-but he had 
been too embarrassed to ask for a "pay 
later" appointment. Finally, after two 
weeks, he had been able to scrape up the 
money. When I saw him he cried like a 
baby for a long time. Finally, he told me 
how desperate he was to talk to me be
cause he considered me his spiritual ad
visor. He said that if he had had to wait 
another day, he just might have finished 
himself off. I then told him that from 
then on, he could see me whether he 
could pay or not. I decided this was 
simply what I had to do. I no longer 
cared about the rules or the regulations 
or the principles or the policies. 

This incident really stung my con
science. I realized that this consultation
fee policy could have killed a man! And I 
also thought, "How can I inspire this 
man to love God if my love for him is 
conditional?" I knew beyond a doubt 
that I could not produce a change in his 
heart unless I gave freely of my under
standing and knowledge. At the same 
time, I was well aware that the l(r~Q.a 
devotees would never think of charging 
anything for consultation and guidance. 
The contrast with my own teacher's 
policy had a very powerful effect on me. 

That wasn't my teacher's only short
coming. For one thing, he would offer 
initiation only to people who could pay 
him $191.00. You didn't have to take any 
vows, follow any principles, or serve him 
before initiation, nor did you have to 

serve him even afterward. The whole 
thing seemed like an assembly line: · it 
took just five or ten minutes to turn out 
each new disciple, and then my teacher 
would call the next candidate into his 
room. 

On the other hand, the initiation that 
Sriia Prabhupiida gives is free, but 
generally one must serve faithfully for 
six months. At SrUa Prabhuplida's initia
tion ceremony the disciple vows to 
abstain from meat, fish, eggs, and intoxi
cants, as well as gambling and illicit sex. 
He also promises to chant sixteen 
rounds of japa (1,728 repetitions of the 
Hare Kr~Q.a mantra) each day. There is a 
beautiful fire ceremony, along with alec
ture on the real meaning of initiation and 
the eternal obligations of the disciple 
toward the spiritual master. 

Another thing that disturbed me was 
that whenever my teacher visited the 
United States, he would stay at a first
class Manhattan hotel. Once he stayed 
there for six months at seventeen 
hundred dollars a month, when he could 
have stayed at our ashram at no expense. 
On the other hand, I noted that Srna 
Prabhupiida always stayed with his devo
tees at the temples. He wanted all availa
ble money to be used for educating 
people in the science of bhakti-yoga, 
which would alleviate their suffering. 

Finally, for one thousand dollars my 
teacher would sell a "mystic amulet" to 
disciples who lived outside our ashram. 
He claimed they could "get more 
benediction and protection from God" if 
they wore this amulet. In other words, 
the name of God that they had received 
through initiation wasn't powerful 
enough-the amulet had a little some
thing extra going for it! God's name 
needed help from an amulet? This was 
totally illogical to me. 

Srila Prabhupiida, however, empha
sized that if you sincerely chanted the 
holy names and steadily performed de
votional service, that was all you needed 
to receive the mercy of God. Srna 
Prabhupiida did not deprecate God's 
name by saying that some cheap charm 
could enhance its power. 

So all these contrasts had a huge effect 
upon my life. It became obvious that my 
so-called teacher was not really in
terested in spreading the science of yoga. 
Rather, he was interested in spreading 
out his pocket, filling it up, and carrying 
away the cash. 

Somehow, before 197 6 I had never ac
tually visited an ISKCON temple. (I had 
gathered all my information from some 
fellow disciples who would visit temples 
and report back to me.) By this time I 
had been in the sannydsa order, the 
senior order of spiritual life, for three 

years. Consequently, I had vowed to 
follow my teacher's instructions as if 
they were God's, and I did not want to 
break my vow by visiting another yoga 
center. But as I watched my teacher's 
crookedness come to light, I began to 
think seriously of leaving. 

Finally, I paid a visit to the New York 
Kr~Q.a temple, on SSth Street. I had a 
four-hour discussion with Kapindra 
diisa, the receptionist, and after talking 
with him I no longer had any question in 
my mind: I would leave my cheating 
"guru" and take up Kr~Q.a conscious
ness. So, at four the next morning I 
packed a couple of bags and left the quar
ters of the yoga society I had been part of 
for eighteen years. Glad to be out of this 
intolerably depressing environment, I 
checked into a hotel near the New York 
temple. 

That night I attended the iirati cere
mony, in which the devotees lavishly 
worship the Deities of Riidhii and Kr~Q.a. 
What a beautiful experience! As I 
watched the devotees singing anfl danc
ing for the Deities, I felt enthralled. 

The next day I attended the morning 
program, which began with an iirati at 
4:30 A.M. and continued with an inspir
ing talk by Hrdayiinanda Gosviimi. The 
wealth of Vedic philosophy he ex
pounded greatly impressed me-and 
cleared up any lingering doubts I might 
have had that Kr~Q.a consciousness was 
really what I wanted. The next day I left 
for Los Angeles to visit my mother, who 
had moved there from New York. And 
two days later I moved into the Los 
Angeles Rahda-Kr~Qa temple. 

As the weeks flew by, I discovered the 
world of Kr~Qa consciousness-espe
cially in Srila Prabhupiida's books. It was 
then that the full magnitude of my 
former teacher's cheating became clear 
to me. This so-called "guru" had taught 
that everyone was God, though each of 
us had "forgotten" his divinity. Sup
posedly, when our impurities dissolved 
we would regain our true, divine posi
tion. As he had explained it, God realiza
tion meant realizing "I am God" and 
merging with the "infinite light." 

Now, in view of what I had learned 
from reading Srna Prabhupada's books, 
nothing seemed more absurd than the 
idea that the Absolute Truth-who con
trols the entire universe-could become 
deluded and forget His divinity. Had 
God forgotten His divinity just to 
undergo the pain of birth and death? 
Could He be fond of suffering? No, the 
whole idea that the individual soul and 
God are identical was patently ridic
ulous. 

Actually, the living entity is an in
finitesimal particle of spirit. As such, he 
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is never equal to God, the Supreme 
Spirit. So to equate the living entity with 
God is nonsense; it's just a disguised 
form of atheism. The real reason why 
someone poses himself as God is so that 
he won't have to worship anyone but 
himself. This is generally what people 
like, especially in the present degraded 
age of Kali. People don't want to serve 
God; they want to be God. They want to 
be served, adored, and glorified-like 
my teacher in that lavish hotel suite. 

But the whole idea is absurd. The part 
can never be equal to the whole, any 
more than the hand can be equal to the 
entire body. Nor can we enjoy like the 
Lord-although we try to, and this is 
our downfall. Our real enjoyment is to 
give enjoyment to the Lord, just as the 
hand's enjoyment is to give enjoyment 
to the whole body. 

Suppose your hand had a will of its 
own, and that it tried to directly enjoy 
your food-instead of placing it in your 
mouth and letting it go to your stomach. 
Could the hand enjoy the food that way? 
No, of course not, and if it persisted it 
would simply wither away from lack of 
nourishment. Similarly, people today are 
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withering away frorr.. a lack of spiritual 
pleasure - because instead of giving· 
whatever they have to God, they're try
ing to hoard it for themselves. 

How different Kw~a consciousness is. 
I am now directly experiencing that 
the more I serve Kr~Q.a through SrTia 
Prabhupada, the more blissful I become. 
Every day I'm learning more about my 
personal relationship with Kr~Q.a. 
(That's what makes the relationship with 
Him so beautiful: it's personal.) I'm 
reading about Kr~Q.a every day, and the 
more I learn about the way Kr~Q.a looks 
and talks and acts, the more I realize that 
serving Kr~Q.a is infinitely more plea
surable than the best of this world's 
pleasures. Everything here is limited and 
temporary, but our relationship with 
Kr~Q.a is eternal and full of bliss and 
knowledge. 

We have to realize that our relation
ship with Kr~Q.a is the only thing that will 
last, and that hearing about Him, chant
ing about Him, remembering Him, serv
ing Him, worshiping Him, offering 
prayers to Him, carrying out His or
ders, establishing friendship with Him, 
and surrendering everything to Him are 

the only activities that can make our 
lives full. 

Now my goal is to serve Srna Prabhu
pada purely- realizing that the little drop 
of gratitude I offer him can never com
pare with the ocean of mercy he has 
given me. May I always remember how 
fortunate he has made me, and more, 
may I always remember to tell other 
people about Kr~Q.a, so that they may 
one day become just as fortunate. 0 

~piCa~ ~I).a 
COnsciousness 
(continued from page 9) 

for Indians but for every living soul in 
creation. 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, founder-acarya of 
the Kr~Qa consciousness movement, 
came to America in 1965, impelled by 
the very same desire that moved 
Vyasadeva, Prahlada, Madhva, Lord 
Caitanya, and other great saints of the 
past. Srila Prabhupada wanted to rescue 
the unfortunate souls who are blindly 
trying to enjoy material pleasure in this 
life, oblivious of the suffering they will 
inevitably experience in their next life. 
Despite great personal inconvenience, 
Srna Prabhupada came here at the ad
vanced age of seventy to fulfill the order 
of his spiritual master. He introduced the 
same message that Lord Kr~Q.a taught in 
the Bhagavad-gita and that Lord Cai
tanya practically demonstrated through 
His saJ1kirtana* movement. 

What Srila Prabhupada has taught is 
the sum and substance of India's spiri
tual message-to glorify the name, fame, 
and pastimes of the Supreme Lord, 
Kr~Q.a-and SrTia Prabhupada has de
livered this message without adultera
tion. Thousands of young Westerners 
who had never heard of Kr~Q.a, and who 
certainly had no plans to give up sinful 
life, have taken up devotional service to 
Krsna and are now becoming purified. 

·s~ we can see that an essential part of 
the Vedic teachings is that one should 
first perfect his own life, and then try to 
teach others how to perfect their lives. 
In that way one most quickly attains 
Kr~Q.a's recognition, and he performs 
the greatest welfare work for humanity. 
Teaching people to become devotees of 
God is far more beneficial than any mun
dane altruism in the form of food, 
shelter, hospital care, or materialistic 
education. Why? Because if a person 
overcomes· the disease of his soul, he at
tains the Supreme Lord's eternal abode 
and never has to come back again to this 
miserable material world. G 
• Sarikirtana is the congregational chanting of the 
mahti-mamra. 



This is the continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, India's great spiritual classic written 5,000 years ago 
by Kr~rya Dvaipayana Vyasa, and no~ presented in a new translation with commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srimad-Bhiigavatam provides the key to how humanity can become united in 
peace, prosperity and friendship around a common cause. That common cause is the spiritual oneness of all living 
beings, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam presents a revolutionary ideology which can serve as the basis for the re
spiritualization of society. There is no lack of mundane scien.tific advancement in today's world, but what is lacking 
is knowledge of the science of God. Therefore, in a world suffering from universal discord, anxiety and confusion, 
there is no more important literature than this brilliant Sri:nad-Bhiigavatam. If you would like to obtain any single 
volume or the entire series of the Bhagavatam currently in print, use coupon on last page. 

First Canto 
11Creation" 

CHAPTER TWELVE 

Birth of Emperor Pari~it 
(continued from previous issue) 

TEXT 22 

m ~ r~ r~ Wmf"R 1 

~ ~: fum(« 11~~11 
mrgendra iva vikranto 

ni$evyo himavan iva 
titi~ur vasudhevasau 

sahi$(1-u~ pitarav iva 

mrgendra~-the lion; iva-like; vikranta~-powerful; ni$evya~
worthy of taking shelter; himavdn-the Himalaya Mountains; iva
like; titi~u~-forhearance; vasudha iva-like the earth; asau-the 
child; sahi,s(l.u~-tolerant; pitarau-parents; iva-like. 

TRANSLATION 

This child will be as strong as a lion, and as worthy a shelter as 
the Himalaya Mountains. He will be forbearing like the earth, and 
as tolerant as his parents. 

PURPORT 

One is compared to the lion when one is very strong in chasing an 
enemy. One should he a lamb at home and a lion in the chase. The lion 
never f-ails in the chase of an animal; similarly, the head of the state 
should never fail in chasing an enemy. The Himalaya Mountains are 
famous for all richness. There are innumerable caves to live in, number
less trees of good fruits to eat, good springs to drink water from and 
profuse drugs and minerals to cure diseases. Any man who is not ma
terially prosperous can take shelter of these great mountains, and he will 
be provided with everything required. Both the materialist and the spiri
tualist can take advantage of the great shelter of the Himalayas. On the 
surface of the earth there are so many disturbances caused by the inhabi
tants. In the modern age the people have begun to detonate atomic 
weapons on the surface of the earth, and still the earth is forbearing to 
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the inhabitants, like a mother who excuses a little child. Parents are al
ways tolerant to children for all sorts of mischievous acts. An ideal king 
may he possessed of all these good qualities, and the child Parik~it is 
foretold to have all these qualities in perfection. 

TEXT 23 

fCHnqt_ijq: ~ ~ fil~ftqq: I 
~: ~ ~ ~ ~: ~~~~~~ 

pitamaha-samah samye 
prasade giriSopama~ 

iiSraya~ sarva-bhut6.nam 
yatha devo ramiiSraya~ 

pit6.maha-the grandfather, or Brahmii; sama~-equaJly good; 
s6.mye- in the matter; prasade- in charity or in munificence; giriSa
Lord Siva; upama~-comparison of equilibrium; asraya~-resort; 
sarva-all; bhii.Uinam- of the living beings; yatha- as; deva~-the 
Supreme Lord; rama-asraya~-the Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

This child will <lie like his grandfather Yudhi~~hira or Brahmii in 
equanimity of mind. He will be munificent like the lord of the 
Kailiisa Hill, Siva. And he will be the resort of everyone, like the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead Niiriiy~a, who is even the shelter 
of the goddess of fortune. 

PURPORT 

Mental equanimity refers both to Maharaja YudhiHhira , and to 
Brahmii, the grandfather of all living beings. According to Sridhara 
Svami, the grandfather referred to is Brahmii, but according to 
Visvanatha Cakravarti, the grandfather is Maharaja Yudhighira himself. 
But in both cases the comparison is equally good because both of them 
are recognized representatives of the Supreme Lord, and thus both of 
them have to maintain mental equanimity, being engaged in welfare 
work for the living being. Any responsible executive agent at the top of 
administration has to tolerate different types of onslaughts from the very 
persons for whom he works. Brahmiiji was criticized even by the gopis, 
the highest perfectional devotees of the Lord. The gopis were dissatisfied 
with the work of Brahmaji because Lord Brahmii, as creator of this par
ticular universe, created eyelids which obstructed their seeing Lord 
K_r~l)a. They ci>uld not tolerate a moment's blinking of the eyes, for it 
kept them from seeing their beloved Lord l<.r~Qa. So what to speak of 
.others, who are naturally very critical of every action of a responsible 
man? Similarly, Maharaja Yudhi~~hira had to cross over many difficult 
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situations created by his enemies, and he proved to be the most perfect 
maintainer of mental equanimity in all critical circumstances. Therefore 
the example of both grandfathers for maintaining equanimity of mind is 
quite fitting. 

Lord Siva is a celebrated demigod who awards gifts to beggars. His 
name is therefore Asutof?8, or one who is pleased very easily. He is also 
called the Bhiitaniitha, or the lord of the common folk, who are mainly 
attached to him because of his munificent gifts, even withou,t considera
tion of the aftereffects. RavaJ;~a was very attached to Lord Siva, and by 
easily pleasing him, RavaQa became so powerful that he wanted to 
challenge the authority of Lord Rama. Of course, RavaJ:~a was never 
helped by Lord Siva when he fought with Rima, the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead and the Lord of Lord Siva. To Vrkasura, Lord 
Siva awarded a benediction which was not only awkward, but also dis
turbing. Vlkisuta became empowered, by the grace of Lord Siva, to 
vanish anyone's head simply by touching it. Although this was awarded 
by Lord Siva, the cunning fellow wanted to make an experiment of the 
power by touching the head of Lord Siva. Thus the lord had to take 
shelter of Vi~QU to save himself from trouble, and the Lord Vi~Qu, by 
His illusory potency, asked Vrkasura to make an experiment with his 
own head. The fellow did it and was finished himself, and so the world 
was saved from all sorts of trouble by such a cunning beggar of the 
demigods. The excellent point is that Lord Siva never denies anyone any 
sort of gift. He is therefore the most generous, although sometimes some 
kind of a mistake is made. 

Rai'TI<1 means the goddess of fortune. And her shelter is Lord V~Qu. 
Lord Vi,Qu is the maintainer of all living beings. There are innumerable 
living beings, not only on the surface of this planet but also in all other 
hundreds of thousands of planets. All of them are provided with all 
necessities of life for the progressive march towards the end of self
reali~ation, but on the path of sense gratification they are put into dif
ficulty by the agency of 1'71<1ya, the illusory energy, and so travel the path 
of a false plan of economic development. Such economic development is 
neve.r successful because it is illusory. These men are always after the 
mercy of the illusory goddess of fortune, but they do not know that the 
goddess of fortune can live only under the protection of Vi~Qu. Without 
Vi~QU, the goddess of fortune is an illusion. We should therefore seek 
the protection of Vi~QU instead of directly seeking the protection of the 
goddess of fortune. Only V~Qu and the devotees of V~Qu can give pro
tection to all, and because Maharaja Parik~it was himself protected by 
Vi~QU, it was quite possible for him to gi.-e complete protection to all who 
wanted to live under his rule. 

TEXT 24 

ij~l{gtll¥tl~l~4 ~lf 'liQJI¥t~ij: I 

~ ~ ~ft<f ~~: 11~\?11 
saroa-sad-gu~;~a-maluumye 
~a k~~m anuvrala~ 

ranlidevo. iwdaro 
yayiilir iva dhtlrmi~ 

saroa-sat-gu~;~a-mahatmye-glorified by all godly attributes; ~!t
this child; kmwm-like Lord l<{~Qa; anuvrata!t-a follower in His 
footsteps; rantideva-Rantideva; iva-like; uddra!t-in the matter of 
magnanimity; yaydti!t-Yayati; iva~like; dhdrmika~-concerning 
religion. 

TRANSLATION 
This child will be almost as good as Lord Sri ~J)a by following 

in His footsteps. In magnanimity he will become as great as King 
RantideVL And in religion he will be like Mahirija Yayiti. 

PURPORT 
The last instruction of Lord Sri l<f~r:ta in the Bhagavad-gittiis that one 

should give up everything and should follow in the footsteps of the Lord 

alone. Less intell~ent persoos do not agree to this great instruction of the 
Lord, as ill luck would have it, but one who is actually intelligent catches 
up this sublime instruction and is immensely benefited. Foolish people do 
not know that association is the cause of acquiring qualities. Association 
with fire makes an object hot, even in the material sense. Therefore, 
association with the Supreme Personality of Godhead makes one 
qualified like the Lord. As we have discussed previously, one can achieve 
seventy-eight percent of the god\y qualities by the Lord's intimate asso
ciation. To follow the instructions of the Lord is to associate with the 
Lord. The Lord is Mt a material object whose presence one has to feel for 
such associalion. The Lord is present everywhere and at all times. It is 
quite possible to have His association simply by following His instruction 
because the Lord and His instruction and the Lord and His name, fame, 
attributes and paraphernalia arc all identical with Him, being absolute 
knowledge. Maharaja Parik~i\ associated with \he Lord even from the 
womb of his mother up to the last day of his valuable life, and thus he ac
quired all the essential good qualities of the Lord in all perfection. 

Rantideva: An ancient king prior to the Mahabharata period, 
referred to by Narada Muni while instructing Saiijaya, as mentioned in 
Mahabharo.ta (Droruz-parva 67). He was a grea,t king, liberal for 
hospitality and distribution of foodstuff. Even Lord Sri l<f~Qa praised his 
acts of charity and hospitality. He was blessed by the great Vasi~tha Muni 
for supplying him cold water, and thus he achieved the heavenly planet. 
He used to supply fruits, roots and leaves to the r~is, and thus he was 
blessed by them with fulfillment of his desires. Although a ~triya by 
birth, he rteVCr ale flesh in his life. He was especially hospitable to 
VasiHha Muni, and by his blessings only he attained the higher planetary 
residence. He is one of those pious kings whose names are remembered 
in the morning and evening. · 

YaydJi: The great emperor of the world and the original forefather of 
all great nations of the world who belong to the Aryan and Indo
European stock. He is the son of Maharaja Nahu~a. and he became the 
emperor of the world due to his elder brother's becoming a great and 
liberated saintly mystic. He ruled over the world for several thousands of 
years and performed many sacrifices and pious activities recorded in 
history, although his early youth was very lustful and full of romantic 
stories. He fell in love with _Devayani, the most beloved ·<laughter of 
Sukriciirya. Devayani wished to marry him, but at first he refused to ac
cept her because of her being a daughter of a bnihmal)a. According to 
sdstras, a brahmaruz could marry the daughter of a brahma.J;w.. They 
were very much cautious about var~;~a-sankara population in the world. 
Sukricarya amended this law of forbidden marriage and indu~ Em
peror Yayati to accept Devayani. Devayiini had a girl friend named 
Sarmi~!hii, who als? fell in love with the emperor and thus went with her 
friend Dev:~yani. Sukracarya forbade Emperor Yayati to call Sarmi~tha 
into his bedroom, but Yayati could not strictly follow his instruction. He 
secretly married Sarmi~\ha also and begot sons by her. When this was 
known by Devayani, she went to her father and lodged a complaint. 
Yayati was much attached to Devayin\, and when he went to his father
in-law's place to call her, Sukraciirya was angry v.ith him and cur5ed him 
to become impotent. Yayati begged his father-in-law to withdraw his 
curse, but the sage asked Yayiiti to ask youthfulness from his sons and let 
them become old as the condition of his becoming potent. He had five 
sons, two from Devayani and three from Sarmi~tha. From his five sons, 
namely (1) Yadu, (2) Turvasu, (3) Oruhyu, (4) Anu and (5) Piiru, 
five famous dynasties, namely (1} the Yadu dynasty, (2} the Yavana 
(Turk) dyn11sty, (3) the Bhojn dynasty, (4) the Mleccha dynasty (Greek) 
and (5) the Paurava dynasty, all emanated to spread all over the world. 
He reached the heavenly planets by dint of his pious acts, but he fell 
down from there because of his self-advertisement and criticizing other 
great souls. After his fall, his daughter and grandson bestowed upon him 
their accumulated virtues, and by the help of his grandson and friend 
Sibi, he was again promoted to the heavenly kingdom, becoming one of 
the assembly members of Yamaraja, with whom he is staying as a devo
tee. He performed more than one thousand different sacrifices, gave in 
charity very liberally and was a very in8uential king. His majestic power 
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was felt all over the world. His youngest son agreed to award him his 
youthfulness when he was troubled with lustful desires, even for one 
thousand years. Finally he became detached from worldly life and 
returned the youthfulness again to his son Puru. He wanted to hand over 
the kingdom to Pi1ru, but his noblemen and the subjects did not agree. 
But when he explained to his subjects the greatness of Puru, they agreed 
to accept Puru as the King, and thus Emperor Yayati retired from family 
life and left home for the forest. 

TEXT 25 

~~:~~~m:1 
Sll~~s~~m<li 'lu-rt ~: 11~'-\11 

dhrtya bali-sama!t k!"§~ 
prahriida iro sad-grahaft 

ahartai§o 'St!amedhandm 
vrddhanam paryupasakaft 

dhrtxa-by patience; bali-samaft-like Bali Maharaja; kr~~-unto 
Lord Sri ~~1.1a; prahrdda-Prahlada MaharAja; iro-like; sat
graha~-devotee of; dhartd-performer; C$alt-this child; aSt!a
medhanam-of ASvamedha sacrifices; vrddhanam-of the old and ex
perienced men; paryupasakaft-follower. 

TRANSLATION 
This child will be like Bali Maharaja in patience, a staunch devo

tee of Lord ~!}a like Prahliida Mahiiriija, a performer of many 
a.Svamedha [horse] sacrifices and a follower of the old and ex
perienced men. 

PURPORT 
Bali Maharaja: One of the twelve authorities in the devotional service 

of the Lord. Bali Mahuaja is a great authority in devotional service be
cause he sacrificed everything to please the Lord and relinquished the 
connection of his so-called spiritual master who obstructed him on the 
path of risking everything for the service of the Lord. The highest per
fection of religious life is to attain to the stage of unqualified devotional 
service of the Lord without any cause or without being obstructed by any 
kind of worldly obligation. Bali Maharaja was determined to give up 
everything for the satisfaction of the Lord, and he did not care for any 
obstruction whatsoever. He is the grandson of Prahlada Mahuiija, 
another authority in the devotional service of the Lord. Bali Maharaja 
and the history of his dealings with Vi~J.lu Vamanadeva are described in 
the Eighth Canto of Srimad-Biuigavatam (Chapter 11-24). 

Prahliida Maharaja: A perfect devotee of Lord ~~Qa (Vi~Qu). His 
father, Hira:Qyaka.Sipu, chastised him severely when he was only five 
years old for his becoming an unalloyed devotee of the Lord. He was the 
first son of Hira:Qyakasipu, and his mother's name was Kayiidhu. 

·Prahlada Maharaja was an authority in the devotional service of the Lord 
because he had his father killed by Lord Nrsirithadeva, setting the exam
ple that even a father should be removed from the path of devotional ser
vice if such a father happens to be an obstacle. He had four sons, and the 
eldest son, Virocana, is the father of Bali Maharaja, mentioned ahove. 
The history of Prahlada Maharaja's activities is described in the Seventh 
Canto of Srimad-Biuigavatam. 

TEXT26 

~iiilffulhr.tf~m ~ ;fl~q'4•111lt"1 I'( I 

~ ~ wn • ~ 11~G.11 
rajar$inam janayita 

saslii cotpatha-gaminam 
nigrahitd kaler e$a 

bhuvo dharmasya kara!J(it 

raja-r$indm-of kings as good as sages; janayita-producer; sastd
chastiser; ca-and; utpatha-gaminam-of the upstarts; nigrahita
molester; kaleft-o£ the quarrelsome; C$alt-this; bhuvaft-of the 
world; dhannasya-of religion; kara(Uit-on account of. 

TRANSLATION 
This child will be the father of kings who will be like sages. For 

world peace and for the sake of religion, he will be the chastiser of 
the upstarts and the quarrelsome. 

PURPORT 
The wisest man in the· world is a devotee of the Lord. The sages are 

called wise men, and there are different types of wise men for different 
branches of knowledge. Unless, therefore, the king or the head of the 
state is the wisest man, he cannot control all types of wise men in the 
state. In the line of royal succession in the family of Maharaja 
Yudhi~l}lira, all the kings, without exception, were the wisest men of 
their times, and so also it is foretold about Maharaja Parik~it and his son 
Maharaja Janamejaya, who was yet to be horn. Such wise kings can he
come chastisers of upstarts and uprooters of Kali, or quarrelsome ele
ments. As will he clear in the chapters ahead, Maharaja Parik~it wanted 
to kill the personified Kali, who was attempting to kill a cow, the emblem 
of peace and religion. The symptoms of Kali are (1) wine, (2) women, 
(3) gambling and (4) slaughterhouses. Wise rulers of all states should 
take lessons from Maharaja Parik~it in how to maintain peace and 
morality by subduing the upstarts and quarrelsome people who indulge 
in wine, illicit connection with women, gambling and meat-eating sup
plied.by regularly maintained slaughterhouses. In this age of Kali, regu
lar license is issued for maintaining all of these different departments of 
quarrel. So how can they expect peace and morality in the state? The 
state fathers, therefore, must follow the principles of becoming wiser by 
devotion to the Lord, by chastising the breaker of discipline and by 
uprooting the symptoms of quarrel, as mentioned above. If we want blaz
ing fire, we must use dry fuel. Blazing fire and moist fuel go ill together. 
Peace and morality can prosper only by the principles of Maharaja 
Par~it and his followers. 

TEXT27 

~~'filt:;l€¥\on ~ ~~(qQ~ I 
~ ~ ~: ~ ~~: 11~\911 

ta~akad dlmano mrtyum 
dvija-putropasarjitat 

prapatsyata upa§rutya 
mukta-sariga~ padam hare!t 

ta~akdt-by the snakebird; lUmana!t-of his personal self; 
mrtyum-death; dvija-putra-the son of a brahma(Ul; upasarjitat
being sent by; prapatsyate-having taken shelter of; upa5rutya-after 
hearing; mukta-sanga!t-freed from all attachment; padam-position; 
hareft-of the Lord. 

TRANSLATION 
After hearing about his death, which will be caused by the bite 

of a snakebird sent by a son of a briihmBI}a, he will get himself 
freed from all material attachment and surrender unto the Per
sonality of Godhead, taking shelter of Him. 

PURPORT 
Material attachment and taking shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord go 

ill together. Material attachment means ignorance of transcendental hap
piness under the shelter of the Lord. Devotional service to the Lord, 
while existing in the material world, is a way to practice one's transcen
dental relation with the Lord, and when it is matured, one gets com
pletely free from all material attachment and becomes competent to go 
back home, back to Godhead. Maharaja Parik~it, being especially at
tached to the Lord from the beginning of his body in the womb of his 
mother, was continuously under the shelter of the Lord, and the so-called 
warning of his death within seven days from the date of the curse by the 
brahma(Ul 's son was a boon to him to enable him to prepare himself to go 
back home, hack to Godhead. Since he was always protected by the Lord, 
he could have avoided the effect of such a curse by the grace of the Lord, 
hut he did not take such undue advantage for nothing. Rather, he made 
the best use of a bad bargain. For seven days continuously he heard 
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Srimad-Bhiigavatam from the right source, and thus he got shelter at the 
lotus feet of the Lord by that opportunity. 

TEXT 28 

~~ a ...... ~MW11G:4il 
~~~~ 11':(~11 

jijfu'isiliitma-ycithdrthyo 
muner vyiisa-.sutad asau 

hitvedam nrpa garigiiyii.m 
yaryaty addhiikutobhayam 

jijfu'isita- having inquired of; atma-yatharthyatt-right knowledge 
of one's own self; munett- from the learned philosopher; vyiisa-sutii.t
the son of Vyasa; a.sau-he; hitva-quitting; idam-this material at
tachment; nma-0 Kin11;; galiaavam-on the bank of the Ganges; 
yasyati-will go; addhd-directly; akutatt-bhayam-the life of 
fearlessness. 

TRANSLATION 
After inquiring about proper self-knowledge from the son of 

Vyiisadeva. who will be a great philosopher, he will renounce all 
material attachment and achieve a life of fearlessness. 

PURPORT 
Material knowledge means ignorance of the knowledge of one's own 

self. Philosophy means to seek after the right knowledge of one's own 
self, or the knowledge of self-realization. Without self-realization, phi
losophy is dry speculation or a waste of time and energy. Srimad
J!hiigavatam gives the right knowledge of one's own self, and by hearing 
Srimad-Bhiigavatam one can get free from material attachment and 
enter into the kingdom of fearlessness. This material world is fearful
ness. Its prisoners are always fearful as within a prison house. In the 
prison house no one can violate the jail rules and regulations, and violat
ing the rules means another term for extension of prison life. Similarly, 
we in this material existence are always fearful. This fearfulness is callt.-d 
anxiety. Everyone in the material life, in all species and varieties of life, 
is full of anxieties, either by breaking or without breaking the laws of 
nature. Liberation, or mukti, means getting relief from these constant 
anxieties. This is possible only when the anxiety is changed to the devo
tional service of the Lord. Srimad-Bhii.gavatam gives us the chance to 
change the quality of anxiety from matter to spirit. This is done in the 
association of a learned philosopher like the self-realized Sukadeva 
Gosvami, the great son of Sri Vyasadeva. Maharaja Parik~it, after receiv
ing warning pf his death, took advantage of this opportunity by asso
ciation with Sukadeva Gosvami and achieved the desired result. 

There is a sort of imitation of this reciting and hearing of Srimad
Bhiigavatam by professional men, and their foolish audience thinks that 
they will get free from the clutches of material attachment and attain the 
life of fearlessness. Such imitative hearing of Srimad-BJzagavatam is a 
caricature only, and one should not be misled by such a performance of 
bhiigavatam saptaha undertaken by ridiculous greedy fellows to main
tain an establishment of material enjoyment. 

TEXT 29 

~ftf ~ ~ mn ~H1<&ti1Ma;r: I 
~ .. "'NMMHt'if~: ~~~~':(~II 

iti riijiia. upadi§ya 
viprii jiitaka-kovidatt 

labdhii.pacitayatt sarve 
pratijagmutt svakan grhdn 

iti-thus; rajiie- unto the King; upadiSya- having advised; 
viprii.ry-persons well versed in the Vedas; jiitaka-kovidatt-persons ex-

pert in astrology and in the performance of birth ceremonies; labdha
apacitayatt-those who bad received sumptuously as remuneration; 
sarve- all of them; pratijagmutt-went back; svakan-their own; 
grhdn- houses. 

TRANSLATION 
Thus those who were expert in astrological knowledge and in 

performance of the birth ceremony instructed King Yudhi~thira 
about the future history of his child. Then , being sumptuously 
remunerated, they all returned to their respective homes. 

PURPORT 
The Vedas are the storehouse of knowledge, both material and spiri

tual. But such knowledge aims at perfection of self-realization. In other 
words, the Vedas are the guides for the civilized man in every respect. 
Since human life is the opportunity to get free from all material miseries, 
it is properly guided by the knowledge of the Vedas, in the matters of 
both material needs and spiritual salvation. The specific intelligent class 
of men who were devoted particularly to the knowledge of the Vedas 
were called the vipras, or the graduates of the Vedic knowledge. There 
are different branches of knowledge in the Veda.s, of which astrology and 
pathology are two important branches necessary for the common man. So 
the intelligent men, generally known as the briihma(!oas, took up all the 
different branches of Vedic knowledge to guide society. Even the depart
ment of military education (Dhanur-veda) was' also taken up by such 
intelligent men, and the vipras were also teachers of this section of 
knowledge, as were Drm;tacarya, K.rpacarya, etc. 

The word vipra mentioned herein is significant. There is a little dif
ference between the vipras and the brahmaiJ.CIS. The vipras are those who 
are expert in karma-kaiJ.(ia, or fruitive activities, guiding the society 
towards fulfilling the material necessities of life, whereas the brahmaiJ.CIS 
are expert in spiritual knowledge of transcendence. This department of 
knowledge is called jiiiina-kar:u,U;., and above this there is the upiisana~ 
kiitJ4a.. The culmination of upa.sana-kaiJ4,a is the devotional service of 
the Lord Vi~Qu, and when the brahmaiJ.CIS achieve perfection, they are 
called Vai~Qavas. Vi~Qu worship is the highest of the modes of worship. 
Elevated brahmaiJ.CIS are Vai~Q~vas engaged in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord, and thus Srimad-Bhiigavatam, which is the science 
of devotional service, _is very dear to the Vai~Qavas. And as explained in 
the beginning of the Srimad-Bhiigavatam, it is the mature fruit of Vedic 
knowledge and is superior subject matter, above the three kiil,l.{ias, 
namely karma, jfiiina and upiisand. 

Amongst the karma-kii.r:t{ia experts, the jii.taka expert vipras were 
good astrologers who could tell all the future history of a born child 
simply by the astral calculations of the time (lagna). Such expert jataka
vipras were present during the birth of Maharaja Parik~it, and his grand
father, Maharaja Yudhi$~hira, awarded the vipras sufficiently with gold, 
land, villages, grains and other valuable necessaries of life, which also 
include cows. There is a need of such vipra.s in the social structure, and it 
is the duty of the state to maintain them comfortably, as designed in the 
Vedic procedure. Such expert vipras, being sufficiently paid by the s tate, 
could give free service to the people in general, and thus thi.s department 
of Vedic knowledge could be available for al l. 

TEXT 30 

~~~f<l~:m~~: 1 

~"{~~ - ~ ll~o ll 
sa e~a Joke vikhyatatt 
par~id iti yat prabhutt 

pilrvan dr~!am anudhyayan 
parik:;eta nare§v ilza 

satt-he; e§att-in this; toke-world; vikhyiitatt- famous; parik$it
one who examines; iti-thus; yat-what; prabhu~-0 my King; 
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p!lrmn-before; ~!am-seen; anudhyayan-constantly contemplat
ing; ~eta-shall examine; nare~u-unto every man; iha-here. 

TRANSLATION 

So his son would become famous in the world as Parik~it 
[examiner] because he would come to examine all human beings in 
his search after that personality whom he saw before his birth. 
Thus h e would come to constantly contemplate Him. 

PURPORT 

Mahadja Parik9it, fortunate as he was, got the impression of the Lord 
even in the womb of his mother, and thus his contemplation on the Lord 
was constantly with him. Once the impression of the transcendental form 
of the Lord is fixed in one's mind, one can never forget Him in any 
circumstance. Child Parik~it, after coming out of the womb, was in the 
habit of examining everyone to see whether he was the same personality 
whom he first saw in the womb. But no one could be equal to or more at
tractive than the Lord, and therefore he never accepted anyone. But the 
Lord was constantly with him by such examination, and thus Maha.riija 
Parik~it was always engaged in the devotional service of the Lord by 
remembrance. 

Sri/a }iva Cosvami remarks in this connection that euery child, if given 
an impression of the Lord from his uery childhood, certainly becomes a 
great devotee of the Lord like Maharaja Parik$it. One may not be as for
tunate as Maharaja Parik~it to have the opportunity t.Qsee the Lord in the 
womb of his mother, but even if he is not so fortunate, he can he made so 
if the parents of the child desire him to be so. There is a practical exam
ple in my personal life in this connection. My father was a pure devotee 
of the Lord, and when 1 was only four or five years old, my father gave 
me a couple of forms of Radha and l(r~l)a. In a playful manner, I used to 
worship these Deities along with my sister, and I used to imitate the per
formances of a neighboring temple of Radha-Govinda. By constantly 
visiting this neighboring temple and copying the ceremonies in connec
tion with my own Deities of play, I developed a natural affinity for the 
Lord. My father used to observe all the ceremonies befitting my position. 
Later on, these activities were suspended due to my association in the 
schools and colleges, and I became completely out of practice. But in my 
youthful days, when I met my spiritual master, Sri Srimad Bhakti
siddbanta Sarasvati Gosviimi Maharaja, again I revived my old habit, and 
the same playful Deities became my worshipful Deities in proper regula
tion. This was followed up until I left the family connection, and I am 
pleased that my generous father gave the first impression which was 
developed later into regulative devotional service by His Divine Grace. 
Maharaja Prahlada also advised that such impressions of a godly relation 
must be impregnated from the beginning of childhood, otherwise one 
may miss the opportunity of the human form of life, which is very valua
ble although it is temporary like others. 

TEXT 31 

~~!lit~~~~: I 
311'(4¥t1UH ft«tfll: Qfllfttr m~ll ~~ II 

sa raja-putro vavrdhe 
asu sukla ivOijupa~i 

iipuryamdrya~ pitrbhi~ 
kci§!hri.bhir iva so 'nvaham 

sa~-that; riija-putra~-the royal prince; va11rdhe- grew up; asu
vcry soon; sukle-waxing moon; iva-like; u4upa~-the moon; 
apuryam4(Ul~-luxuriantly; pitrbhi~-by the parental guardians; 
/ci4!habhi~-plenary development; iva-like; sa~-he; anvaham- day 
after day. 

TRANSLATION 

As the moon, in its waxing fortnight, develops day after day, so 
the royal prince [Parik~it} very soon developed luxuriantly under 
the care and full facilities of his guardian grandfathers. 

TEXT 32 

~tuits~ ~uRts(\&~&1«41 1 
~ ~~<{(~;{ ~~41: 11~'(11 

yak.v'amiiJJ.o '$vamedhena 
jfuiti-droha-jihiisaya 

raja lalxiha-dharw dadhyau 
ndnyatra kara-dn(l{iayo~ 

yak,ryamd(Ul~-desiring to perform: a$vamedhena- by the horse 
sacrifice ceremony; jliali-droha-fighting with kinsmen; jih&aycl-for 
getting free; raja-King Yudhi~\hira; labdha-dhana~-for getting 
some wealth; dadhyau-thought about it; na anyatra-not otherwise; 
kara-clary4ayo~-taxes and fines. 

TRANSLATION 

Just at this time, King Yudhi~!hira was considering performing 
a horse sacrifice to get freed from sins incur red from fighting with 
kinsmen. But he became anxious to get some wealth, for there 
were no surplus funds outside of fines and tax collection. 

PURPORT 

As the brahmar;w.s and vipras had a right to be subsidized by the state, 
the state executive head had the right to collect taxes and fines from the 
citizens. After the Battle of Kuruk~etra the state treasury was exhausted, 
and therefore there was no surplus fund except the fund from tax collec
tion and fines. Such funds were sufficient only for the state budget, and 
having no excess fund, the King was anxious to get more wealth in some 
other way in order to perform the horse sacrifice. Maharaja Yudhi~thira 
wanted to perform this sacrifice under the instruction of B~madeva. 

TEXT 33 

6~:;1llikt¥tle~ mro~~: I 
\1fi st{IOI¥tl~~iG}•;qj f~~ ~~: II~ ~II 

tad abhipretam iilak.v'a 
bhrdlaro 'cyuta-codita~ 

dhanaril. prahiryam ajahur 
udicyaril. diSi bhariSa~ 

tat-his; abhipretam-wishes of the mind; a/ak$ya-ohserving; 
bhratara~-his brothers; acyuta-the infallible (Lord Sri ~Qa); 
coditlliJ-being advised by; dhanam -riches; prahi(Ulm-to col
lect; ajahu~-brought about; udicydm-northern; diSi-direction; 
bhilrisa~1-sufficient. 

TRANSLATION 

Understanding the hearty wishes of the King, his brothers, us 
advised by the infallible Lord Kr~t;~a, collected sufficient riches 
from the North [left by King Marutta). 

PURPORT 

Maharaja Marotta: one of the great emperors of the world. He reigned 
over the world long before the reign of Maharaja Yudhigbira. He was the 
son of Maharaja Avik~it and was a great devotee of the son of the sun
god, known as Yamaraja. His brother Samvarta was a rival priest of the 
great Brhaspati, the learned priest of the demigods. He conducted one 
sacrifice called Sailkara-yajiia by which the Lord was so satisfied that He 
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was pleased to hand over to him the charge of a mountain peak of gold. 
This peak of gold is somewhere in the Himalaya Mountains, and modern 
adventurers may try to find it there. He was so powerful an emperor that 
at the day's end of sacrifice, the demigods from the other planets like ln
dra, Candra and Brhaspati used to visit his palace. And because he bad 
the gold peak at his disposal, he had sufficient gold in his possession. The 
canopy of the sacrificial altar was completely made of gold. In his daily 
performances of the sacrificial ceremonies, some of the inhabitants of the 
Vayuloka (airy planets) were invited to expedite the cooking work of the 
ceremony. And the assembly of the demigods in the ceremony was led by 
Visvadeva. 

By his constant pious work he was able to drive out all kinds of dis
eases from the jurisdiction of his kingdom. All the inhabitants of higher 
planets like Devaloka and Pitrloka were pleased with him for his 
great sacrificial ceremonies. Every day he used to give in charity to the 
learned brtihi7UIJ.Ul$ such things as beddings, seats, conveyances and 
sufficient quantities of gold. Because of munificent charities and perfor
mances of innumerable sacrifices, the King of heaven, lndradeva, was 
fully satisfied with him and always wished for his welfare. Due to his 
pious activities, he remained a young man throughout his life and 
reigned over the world for one thousand years, surrounded by his 
satisfied subjects, ministers, legitimate wife, sons and brothers. Even 
Lord Sri Knt:~a praised his spirit of pious activities. He handed over his 
only daughter to Mahar~i Angira, and by his good blessings, he was ele
vated to the kingdom of heaven. First of all, he wanted to offer the 
priesthood of his sacrifices to learned Brhaspati, but the demigod refused 
to accept the post because of the King's being a human being, a man of 
this earth. He was very sorry for this, but on the advice of Narada Muni 
he appointed Samvarta to the post, and he was successful in his mission. 

The success of a particular type of sacrifice completely depends on the 
priest in char.,ge. In this age, all kinds of sacrifice are forbidden because 
there is no learned priest amongst the so-called brahma!UJS, who go by 
the false notion of becoming sons of brahma!UJS without brahminical 
qualifications. In this age of Kali, therefore, only one kind of sacrifice is 
recommended, sankirtana-yajiia, as inaugurated by Lord Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. 

TEXT34 

~~~~:1 
~ ~l: ~ti4iii:&:R'( ll~'clll 

tena sambhrta-sambharo 
dharma-putro yudh~!hira~ 

vajimedhais tribhir bhito 
yajliai~ samayajad dharim 

tena-with that wealth; sambhrta-collected; sambhora~-ingre
dients; dlwrma-putrary - the pious king; yudh~!hirab-Yudhi~!hira: 
vajimedhairy-by horse sacrifices; lribhi/1-three times; blzita~-being 
greatly afraid after the Battle of Kuruk~etra ; yajriai(t-sacrifircs: 
samayajat-perfectly worshiped; harim-the Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 
By those riches, the King could procure the ingredients for 

three horse sacrifices. Thus the pious King Yudhi~!hira, who was 
very fearful after the Battle of Kuruksetra, pleased Lord Hari, the 
Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 
Maharaja Yudhi~thira was the ideal and celebrated pious King of the 

world, and still he was greatly afraid after the execution of the Battle of 
Kuru~etra because of the mass killing in the fight, all of which was done 
only to install him on the throne. He therefore took all the responsibility 
for sins committed in the warfare, and to get rid of all these sins, he 
wanted to perform three sacrifices in which horses are offered at the 
altar. Such a sacrifice is very costly. Even Maharaja Yudhi~thira had to 

collect the necessary heaps of gold left by Maharaja Marutta and the 
brahma1.1as who were given gold in charity by King Marutta. The learned 
brahmaf}as could not take away all the loads of gold given by Maharaja 
Marutta, and therefore they left behind the major portion of the gift. 
And Maharaja Marutta also did not again collect such heaps of gold given 
away in charity. Besides that, all the golden plates and utensils which 
were used in the sacrifice were also thrown in the dustbins, and all such 
heaps of gold remained unclaimed property for a long ti!"e, till MahAraja 
Yudhi~!hira collected them for his own purposes. Lord Sri l<{~t;~a advised 
the brothers of Maharaja YudhiHhira to collect the unclaimed property 
because it belonged to the King. The more astonishing thing is that no 
subject of the state also collected such unclaimed gold for industrial en
terprise or anything like that. This means that the state citizens were 
completely satisfied with all necessities of life and therefore not inclined 
to accept unnecessary productive enterprises for sense gratification. 
Maharaja Yudhi~!hira also requisitioned the heaps of gold for perform
ing sacrifices and for pleasing the Supreme Hari Personality of Godhead. 
Otherwise he had no desire to collect them for the state treasury. 

One should take lessons from the acts of Maharaja Yudhi~thira. He 
was afraid of sins committed on the battlefield, and therefore he wanted 
to satisfy the supreme authority. This indicates that unintentional sins 
are also committed in our daily occupational discharge of duties, and to 
counteract even such unintentional crimes, one must perform sacrifices 
as they are recommended in the revealed scriptures. The Lord says in 
Blwgavad-~td (yajMrthat karmar;w 'n.yatra loko yam i«Jrma
ban.dhanaM that one must perform sacrifices recommended in the scrip
tures in order to get rid of commitments of all unauthorized work, or 
even unintentional crimes which we are apt to commit. By doing so, one 
shall be freed from all kinds of sins. And those who do not do so but 
work for self -interest or sense gratification have to undergo all tribula
tions accrued from committed sins. Therefore, the main purpose of per
forming sacrifices is to satisfy the Supreme Personality Hari. The process 
of performing sacrifices may be different in terms of different times, 
places and persons, but the aim of such sacrifices is one and the same at 
all times and in all circumstances, viz. , satisfaction of the Supreme Lord 
Hari. That is the way of pious life, and that is the way of peace and 
prosperity in the world at large. Maharaja Yudhi~thira did all these as the 
ideal pious king in the world. 

If Maharaja Yudhi~!hira is a sinner in his daily discharge of duties, in 
royal administration of state affairs, wherein killing of man and animals 
is a recognized art, then we can just imagine the amount of sins commit
ted consciously or unconsciously by the untrained population of the Kali
yuga who have no way to perform sacrifice to please the Supreme Lord. 
The Bhdgavalam says, therefore, that the prime duty of the human 
being is to satisfy the Supreme Lord by the performance of one's occupa
tional duty (Bhdg. 1.2.13). 

Let any man of any place or community, caste or creed be engaged in 
any sort of occupational duty, but he must agree to perform sacrifices as 
it is recommended in the scriptures for the particular place, time and 
person. In the Vedic literatures it is recommended that in Kali-yuga 
people engage in glorifying the Lord by chanting the holy name of Kr~IJa 
(krrtanlid eva kr~[lasya mukta-sariga~ pararil vrajet) without offense. By 
doing so one can be freed from all sins and thus can attain the highest 
perfection of life by returning home, back to Godhead. We have already 
discussed this more than once in this great li terature in different plac~. 
especially in the introductory portion by sketching the life of Lord Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and still we are repeating the same with a view to 
bring about peace and prosperity in society. 

The Lord has declared openly in Bhagavad-gita how He becomes 
pleased with us, and the same pro,cess is practically demonstrated in the 
life and preaching work of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The perfect 
process of performing yajnas, or sacrifice, to please the Supreme Lord 
Hari (the Personality of Godhead, who ~ets us free from all miseries of 
existence) is to follow the ways of Lord Sri Caitaoya Mahaprabhu in this 
dark age of quarrel and dissension. 

M3haraja Yudhi~thira had to collect heaps of gold to secure the 
paraphernalia for the horse sacrifice yajlias in days of sufficiency, so we 
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can hardly think of such performance of yajiias in these days of insuffi
ciency and complete scarcity of gold. At the present moment we have 
heaps of papers and promises of their being converted into gold by 
economic development of modern civilization, and still there is no 
possibility of spending riches like Maharaja Yudhi~thira, either in
dividually or collectively or by state patronization. Ju~t suitable, 
therefore, for the age, is the method recommended by Lord Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu in terms of the sdstra. Such a method requires no expen
diture at all and yet can award more benefit than other expensive 
methods of yajiia performances. 

The horse sacrifice yajiia or cow sacrifice yajiia performed by tbe 
Vedic regulations shouldn't be misunderstood as a process of killing 
animals. On the contrary, animals offered for the yajiia were rejuvenated 
to a new span of li fe by the transcendental power of chanting the Vedic 
hymns, which, if properly chanted, are different from what is under
stood by the common layman. The Veda-mantras are all practical, and 
the proof is rejuvenation of the sacrificed animal. 

There is no possibility of such methodical chanting of the Vedic hymns 
by the so-called brahma~ or priests of the present age. The untrained 
descendants of the twice-born families arc no more like their forefathers, 
and thus they are counted amongst the sadros, or once-born men. The 
once-born man is unfit to chant the Vedic hymns, and therefore there is 
no practical utility of chanting the original hymns. 

And to save them all, Lord Sri Caitanya Mahiiprabhu propounded the 
satikirtana movement or yajiia for all pract ical purposes, and the people 
of the present age are strongly recommended to follow this sure and rec
ognized path. 

TEXT 35 

·~~~·~I i!'mfmPt .. qtQI'{ij(I:Oi fiFI'tll¥4~1 ~~~~II 
ahulo bhagavan rajiili 

yajayiloo dvijair nrpam 
ulllisa katicin mdsan 

suhrdam priya-kamyaya 

dhata!J-being called by; bhagavtin-Lord Kr~Qa, the Personality of 
Godhead; rajfi4-by the King; yajayitvti-causing to be performed; dvi
jail!-by the learned brahma~; nrpam-on behalf of the King; 
ulllisa-resided; katicit-a few; mdscin-months; suhrdcim-for the 
sake of the relatives; priya-kcimyaya- for the pleasure. 

TRANSLATION 
Lord Sr i Kr.!JJ;lll, the Personality of Godhead, being invited to the 

sacrifices by Maharaja Yudhi~~hira, saw to it that they were per 
formed by qualified (twice-born) brihma~. After that, for the 
pleasure of the relatives, th e Lord remained a few months. 

PURPORT 
Lord Sri Kr~Qa was invited by Maharaja Yudhi~thira to look into the 

supervision of the performances of yajiia, and the Lord, to abide by the 
orders of His · elderly cousin, caused the performance of yo.jiias by 
learned twice-born brahmar;tas. Simply taking birth in the family of a 
brahmar;ta does not make one qualified to perform yajiias. One must be 
twice-born by proper training and initiation from the bona fide dccirya. 
The once-born scions of brahmar;ta families are equal with the once-born 
sadras, and such brahma-bandhus, or unqualified once-born scions, 
must be rejected for any purpose of religious or Vedic function. Lord Sri 
Kr~na was entrusted to look after this arrangement, and perfect as He is, 
He caused the yajiias to be performed by the bona fide twice-born 
brtihma~ for successful execution. 

TEXT 36 

m (l(lt+4?J(Ud: ~ ~ ~: I 
~ llM ;m;{ Qfi~ ~: ~~ ~~II 

tato rajnabhyanujnatalJ 
kr~r;taya saha-bandhubhi~ 

yayau dvaravatiril brahman 
s6.rjuno yadubhir vrta~ 

1ata~-thereafter; rcijna-by the King; abhyanujii6.1a!J-being per
mitted; k~r;taya-as well as by Draupadl; saha- along with; 
bandhubhil!- other relatives; yayau-went to; dv6.ravalim-Dviiraka
dhama; brahman-0 brahmaryas; sa-arjuna~-along with Arjuna; 
yadubhilJ- by the members of the Yadu dynasty; vrta!J-surrounded. 

TRANSLATION 
0 Saunaka, ther eafter the Lord, having bade farewell to King 

Yudhi~~hira, Draupadi and other relatives, started for the city of 
Dvarakii, accompanied b y Arjuna and other members of the Yadu 
dynasty. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the First Canto, Twelfth 
Clulpler, of the Srimnd-Bhagavatam, entitled "Birth of Emperor Pari~it." 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Dbrtar~tra Quits Home 

TEXT I 

wr~ 

~ a~ti1C::I~:¥toit ~I 
(*t(<tt•tt{tRa"t~ at~t•uaf<tf.d~wt: 11 ~ 11 

sllla uvdca 
viduras tirtha-yatrayaril 

maitreyad d/maTIQ gatim 
jii6.1vcigad dhcistinapuraril 

tayatlcipta-vivilsita~ 

satal! uvaca-Sri Siita Gosvami said; vid!!ra~-Vidura; tfrtha
ydlrayam- while traveling to different places of pilgrimage; 
maitreydl- from the great sage Maitreya; dlmanalJ-of the self; 
gatim-destination; jii6.1oo- by knowing it; dgdl-went back; hcistina
puram-the city of Hastinapura; taya-by that knowledge; avapta
sufficiently a gainer; vivitsita!J-being well versed in everything knowa
ble. 

TRANSLATION 
Sri Siita Gosviimi said: While traveling on a pilgrimage, Vidura 

received knowledge of the destination of the self from the great 
sage Maitreya and then r eturned to Hastiniipura. He became as well 
ver sed in the subject as h e desired. 

PURPORT 
Vidura: One of the prominent figures in the history of the 

Mahabharala. He was conceived by Vyasadeva in the womb of the 
maidservant of Ambika, mother of Maharaja PiiQQu. He is the incarna
tion of Yamaraja. Being cursed by M3QQ.uka Muni, he was to become a 
sadra. The story is narrated as follows. Once upon a time the state police 
caught some thieves who had concealed themselves in the hermitage of 
MaQQ.uka Muni. The police constables, as usual , arrested all the thieves 
and MaQQuka Muni along with them. The Magistrate specifically 
punished the muni to death by being pierced with a lance. When he was 
just to be pierced, the news reached the king, and he at once stopped the 
act on consideration of his being a great muni. The king pe.rsonally 
begged the muni's pardon for the mistake of his men, and the saint at 
once went to Yamaraja, who prescribes the destiny of the living beings. 
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Yamaraja, being questioned by the muni, replied that the muni in his 

childhood pierced an ant with a sharpened straw, and for that reason he 

was put into difficulty. The muni thought it unwise on the part of 

Yamariija that he was punished for his childish innocence, and thus the 
muni cursed Yamariija to become a sudra, and this sudra incarnation of 

Yamaraja was known as Vidura, the sudra brother of Dhrtarawa and 
Maharaja P3I,lc,iu. But this sudra son of the Kuru dynasty was equally 

treated by Bhi~madeva, along with his other nephews, and in due course 

Vidura was married with a girl who was also born in the womb of a 

sudra(ti by a brahrna(ta .. Although Vidura did not inherit the property of 
his father (the brother of Bhi~madeva) , still he was given sufficient state 

property by Dhrtarii~!ra, the elder brother of Vidura. Vidura was very 
much attached to his elder brother, and all along he tried to guide him on 

the right path. During the fratricidal war of Kuruk9etra, Vidura 

repeatedly implored his elder brother to do justice to the sons of Par:tQu, 

but Duryodhana did not like such interference by his uncle, and thus he 

practically insulted Vidura. This resulted in Vidura's leaving home for 

pilgrimage and taking instructions from Maitreya. 

TEXT 2 

~: ~~"Nfo{ ~'4it'11<•m~a: 1 

~~~ ~ 11~11 

yavata~ krtavan pra5nan 
k$attii kaU$6.ravagrata~ 

jdtaika-bhaktir govinde 
tebhya5 coparariima ha 

yavata~-al1 that; krtavdn- did he put; pra5niin-questions; 

k$atta-a name of Vidura; kaU$(irava-a name of Maitreya; agrata~
in the presence of; jcUa-having grown up; eka-one; bhaktib-tran

scendentalloving service; govinde-unto Lord Kr~ IJa; tebhyah- regard
ing further questions; ca-and; upararama- retired from; ha-in the 

past. 

TRANSLATION 

After asking various q uestions and becoming established in the 

transcendental loving service of Lord ~Qa, Vidura retired from 

putting questions to Maitreya 1\tuni. 

PURPORT 

Vidura retired from putting questions before Maitreya Muni when he 

was convinced by Maitreya & i that the summum bonum of life is to be 

finally situated in the transcendental loving service of Lord Sri Kr~r:ta, 

who is Govinda, or one who satisfies His devotees in all respects. The 

conditioned soul, the living being in material existence, seeks happiness 

by employing his senses in the modes of materialism, but that cannot 

give him satisfaction. He then searches after the Supreme Truth by the 

empiric philosophic speculative method and intellectual feats. But if he 

does not find the ultimate goal, he again goes down to material activities 
and engages himself in various philanthropic and altruistic works, which 

all fail to give him satisfaction. So neither fruitive activities nor dry 

philosophical speculation can give one satisfaction because by nature a 

living being is the eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord Sri Kr~I;ta, and all 

the Vedic literatures give him direction towar~s that ultimate end. The 

Blulgavad-gitii (15.15) confirms this statemen't. 

Like Vidura, an inquisitive conditioned soul must approach a bona fide 

spiritual master like Maitreya and by intelligent inquiries must try to 
know everything about /,arma (fruitive activities), j!Uina (philosop-hical 

research for the Supreme Truth) and yoga (the linking process of 

spiritual realization). One who is not seriously inclined to put questions 

before a spiritual master need not accommodate a show-bottle spiritual 

master, nor should a person who may be a spiritual master for others 
pose to be so if he is unable to engage his disciple ultimately in the tran

scendentalloving service of Lord Sri Kr~f.la. Vidura was successful in ap

proaching such a spiritual master like Maitreya, and he got the ultimate 

goal of life: bhakti unto Govinda. Thus there was nothing to be known 

further about spiritual progress. 

TEXTS 3-4 

~ ~ql ~:~: 
~ ~~ f.m! ~: tro II ~ II 
mnttU~~~~~ I 
~~ ~: q jO;ilijlij:q: ~~: f~: 11\111 

tam bandlmm agatarn dr$!Vii 
dharma-putra~ sahdnuja{t 

dhrtari4!7'o yt~yulsU.S ca 
siUah saradmtafl prthd 

giindhiiri draupadi brahman 
subhadrii cottara krpi 

anyiiS ca jamaya~ par.u;ior 
j!Uitaya}]. sasutii~ striyah 

tam-him; bandhum- relative; agatam- having arrived there; 

~!vii-by seeing it; dharma-pwral}-Yudhi~!hira; saha-anujalt

along with his younger brothers; dhrtar!'4!ra~-Dhrtarii~~ra; yuyutsu~

-Siityaki; ca-and; siUa~-Saiijaya; saradvata~-J<rpiicarya; prthii

Kunti; gandhiiri-Gandhari; draupadi-Draupadi; brahman-0 
brahma(taS; subhadrii- Subhadra; ca-and; uttar6.- Uttari1; krpi

Krpi; anya~-others; ca- and; jamaya{t-wives of other family mem

bers; pal)-(io{t-of the Par:tc,lavas; jiidtayafl-family members; sa

su~-along with their sons; striya{t-the ladies. 

TRANSLATION 

When they saw Vidura return to the palace, all the inhabitants 

Maharaja Yudhi~t}lira, his younger b rothers, Dht~~ra, Satyaki, 
Salijaya, lqpiiciirya, Kunti, Giindhiri, Draupadi, Subhadrii, Uttar&, 

K,nJi, many oth er wives of the Kauravas, and other ladies with 

children-all h urried to him in great delight. It so appeared that 

they had regained their consciousness after a long period. 

(continued in next issue) 

Vai~Qava Calendar 
Krtl\o-'1 consdous devotees follow a spiritual calendar thdt divides the year into 
twelve months, each named for a dUfercnt f01m of K£$~. The year is full of 
KfR\1; conscious festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed here. The 
devocees at 1he ISKCON center nearest you woll gladly tell you about 1he 
me...,. of these festivals. 

Ye¥ 491, Coit~t.\ny• l-r• 
Va~oava months of unrkeU CAugust 29- ~tembtf 2n and PJdrm.nJbha (September 28 .. 0ctobet 26, 

Sept 25 tHnfkefJ 1& Sept 26 {Hf$lkei• 291 5<'Pt 27 (HfllkeJa J<l O<:t 8lPJdm•n.lbh• Ill 

Appcaraoce of Srlla Sr1 Ananta<aturdaSI· ~r VtivarOpa· lndlrHk•d•ltl(a>llng 
SaccidanandiJ. vrata. Disappearance or mahots.wa. POrr:thn.l. ftom gMins itnd beansl. 

Bhaktivinoda Th3kura. ~rila Haridasa Thakuta. 

Oct9(-al2) O<:t22~ha25) Oct 2J IP--a 26l 0<:124 CP-171 

tkAda!i break·fo~st •her v,la)'Ots.wa of Lord P.Wnlku!.\-ekJda!l Ek.lda!l bteak·l.utafter 

sunnse before 10:25 AM Rlrrw.candra. Uan•ng from grains and sunnse. befme9 47A.Jo\ 
Appearance ot Srtpada. be•nsl. Otsappearance of $rlla 
Madlw!c!rya. Scg•nn•ng of K.lnika· Raghun3tha dJ$,l 

vratalf ~tat ting from the Cosvclml, Sri Rll.ghun.1th.l 
tkadall. Bhaua Cosvamt .1nd 

$rila Kn~adMa Kavlr.lj> 
Cosv)ml, 

0<1 26 (P.,jman>l>"' 291 

P\rl)ima.. 
~radiy•·ras.yatra ol $rt Kll{ll Wu·mtJ. 
Beginning of K.kbb-vratalf Sl.trted from the 
PIJI'I)ima. 
Disappearance of Srr Mut~rl Gupta. 



A look at the worldwide activities of the International Societ y for Krishna Consciousness. 

ISKCON Goes on the Air in Memphis 

Brabma dasa at the WEVL console. 

Every Tuesday night in Memphis, 
Tennessee, the transcendental sounds of 
a two-and-a-half-hour Hare Kr~r:ta radio 
show fill the Southern airwaves, courtesy 
of station WEVL, 90.3-FM. The pro
gram, aired live, includes a variety of 
guest interviews, comedy/satire, and 
music-all centered on the dynamic phi
losophy of Kr~r:ta consciousness. 

Station manager Dennis Badson ex
plains that the community-owned sta
tion seeks out unusual programs not 
normally broadcast on commercial radio. 
Not long ago Brahma dasa, the president 
of ISKCON's Memphis center, offered 
to do a show called "The Cheaters and 
the Cheated." He told the station's 
board members that the show would ex
pose the shortcomings of modern society 
and present the alternative society- one 
based on God consciousness, "simple 
living and high thinking. " Program 
director Bart Lipman liked the idea and 
asked to hear more. 

Brahma dasa took the opportunity to 
explain, "We want to show how the big 
leaders have systematically conditioned 
ordinary people to search for happiness 
under a completely false conception of 
life. They have directed people toward 
acquiring useless paraphernalia that only 
drives them deeper into the realm of 
hopelessness. The leaders are misguid
ing everyone into thinking that advance
ment means concrete, steel, money, and 
the selfish pursuit of pleasure. As a 
result , everyone feels constantly driven 
and repeatedly frustrated by an unending 
network of artificial desires. And, of 
course, that mentality simply results in 
crime, poverty, and social unrest. Then 

the masses-and even the so-called 
leaders-try to shelter themselves from 
despair with alcohol, cigarettes, drugs, 
pornography, and so forth. We should 
rise to a higher state of consciousness 
and happiness. Unless we realize that the 
real goal of life is God consciousness, we 
will never achieve any real advance
ment-only a shadow advancement that 
leads to chaos and destruction." 

The Summer of the Chariots 
This summer, for the eleventh

straight year, the chariots of Lord Jagan
natha (the Lord of the Universe) rolled 
down the avenues of American and 
Canadian cities. The International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness was 
restaging a festival held since time im
memorial in the city of Purl, India. 
Hundreds of thousands of amazed and 
delighted people witnessed Ratha
yatra-the Festival of the Chariots. 

This year's festival in New York City 
was as memorable as ever. Three huge, 
bright-canopied, hand-drawn wooden 
chariots left Central Park and journeyed 
down Fifth Avenue to Washington 
Square Park. Harvard University religion 

Cheering the Lord's chariot on-at San 
Francisco's Golden Gate Park. 

professor Harvey Cox rode on one of the 
carts and later spoke to the crowd on the 
importance of the Hare Kr~l!a move
ment. "I'm here to pay tribute to a 
movement which has meant a lot to me, 
spiritually and intellectually," said Dr. 
Cox. He went on to condemn the attacks 
of "deprogrammers": " They are trying 
to deprive the devotees of the most 
valuable possession in life-faith in the 
Supreme Lord ." 

For a full week the chariots stayed in 
Washington Square Park, until at last 
devotees and well-wishers drew them 
back along Sixth A venue to the temple. 
The week of festivities peaked at the 
day's free feast and festival in Central 
Park. Musician-composer Alice Col
trane delighted the crowd with her 
Gospel-flavored renderings of traditional 
Kr~r:ta chants. And VEDA (ISKCON's 
new Vedic Ensemble of the Dramatic 
Arts) presented an enchanting original 
dance performance based on the ancient 
Indian epic Ramtiya~a. 

Similar festivals took place in 
Honolulu, Toronto, and Atlanta; at 
Philadelphia's historic Independence 
Mall; in San Francisco's Golden Gate 
Park; where Ratha-yatra in the West 
began; and along Venice Beach in Los 
Angeles, where police estimated the 
crowd at 200,000. 

Scientific Conference: 
"Life Comes from Life" 

From October 14 to 16, in the historic 
and holy city of Vrndavana, India, 
ISKCON's Bhaktivedanta Institute will 
hold an international scientific con
ference titled " Life Comes from Life." 
Scientists from around the world will 
gather to discuss the central theme- that 
life arises not from material but from 
spiritual causes-in light of both modern 
theories and the ancient Vedic litera
tures. 

The Bhaktivedanta Institute, the aca
demic division of ISKCON, comprises 
professional scientists and scholars who 
are also devotees of Kr~Q.a. These men 
study the Vedic information on nature, 
the self, consciousness, and God, and 
they present their gleanings to the world 
academic community. For further 
details, please contact Svanipa Damo
dara dasa Brahmacari (Thoudam Damo
dar Singh , Ph.D.) , Director of the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute, at 70 Common
wealth A venue, Boston, Massachusetts 
02116. Phone: (617) 266-8369. 

Parliament Member Praises 
the Srimad-Bhagavatam 

We recently received the following 
warm appreciation for Srna Prabhu
pada's Srimad-Bhtigavatam from Sri R. 
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Subrahmanyam, Deputy Director of 
Research at the Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
Indian National Parliament (New 
Delhi) . 

" For the welfare and happiness of 
mankind, His Divine Grace SrTia A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupacta, the 
founder-acorya of the ISKCON move
ment, has taken upon himself the stu
pendous task of translating the Srimad
Bhagavatam from Sanskrit into English 
in about sixty volumes. It is really 
astonishing how he is able to do this 
single-handedly, considering the enor
mity of the task itself as well as SrTia 
Prabhupada's ceaseless travels and other 
multifarious activities in the service of 
t~e Lord. 

"So far twenty-eight volumes of this 
most beautiful literature on God have 
been brought out by ISKCON, and the 
rest are under preparation. The pub
lishers have seen to it that the printing, 
format, and pictures are of the highest 
quality, so that they serve as an orna
ment to the divine contents of the books. 

"The people and leaders of every 
country, race, and community in the 
world now have a rare opportunity to 
understand the glorious science of God 
and follow it for their own perfection. I 
would say that this encyclopedia of spiri
tual knowledge is more important and 
fundamental than the encyclopedia of 
any other branch of knowledge. It 
should, therefore, find its rightful place 

not only in the libraries of educational 
institutions but also in every household, 
and above all, in the hearts and minds of 
every man and woman." 

Krsna ConsCious Fete for 
Walter Reuther's Daughter 
Everyone who attended had the high

est praise for the Vedic wedding of 
Lekhasravanti dasi (Elisabeth Luise 
Reuther, daughter of the late labor 
leader Walter Reuther) and Bhusaya 
dasa (Bruce Dickmeyer) at ISKCON's 
fifty-five-room Detroit center , the 
former Lawrence P. Fisher mansion. 
Best man was Ambari~a dasa (Alfred 
Brush Ford, the great-grandson of 

The bridegroom Bhiisaya dasa (Bruce 
Dickmeyer), the bride, and the best 
man Ambari~a dasa (Alfred Ford). 

automobile magnate Henry Ford). 
The ceremony featured a Vedic fire 

sacrifice and chanting of ancient hymns 
and mantras. In addition, each of the two 
hundred guests received a garland of 
Hawaiian flowers, and at the end of the 
ceremony fragrant flower petals 
showered the newlyweds. 

Bhusaya and Lekhasravanti plan to 
stay active in the Detroit center's 
preaching programs, and they spoke 
briefly about the wedding and their in
volvement in the Kr~Qa consciousness 
movement. Bhusaya noted that fewer 
and fewer of today's young people regard 
marriage as a sacred obligation. Then he 
said, "We would like to show that if you 
put Kr~iQa (God) at the center of your 
married life, you' ll have a harmonious, 
lasting family situation that grows in 
meaning: Lekhasravanti and I decided 
that we could help each other advance in 
Kr~Qa consciousness and also help 
others see how a married couple can 
cooperate for spiritual progress." 

"My father was always talking about 
human dignity," Lel<hasravanti ob
served. "So in one sense Bhusaya and I 
are working for the same goal: awaken
ing people to a higher awareness of 
themselves. But we want people to know 
that they're really spiritual beings." Ex
plaining the wedding's opulence, 
Lekhasravanti said, "We d,on't try to at
tract attention to ourselves-we do 
everything nicely, just to please Kr~Qa." 

~ (9pen ci:effer_ One Christian's Comment: "ISKCON Is of God." 

In recent years there has been an 
abundance of controversy concerning 
''cults." Jesus forewarned about false 
prophets and religions that would appear 
in this last age. The Bible clarifies this 
issue of which " cults" are of God and 
which aren't. Sad to say, in this Age of 
Quarrel people would rather create a dis
turbance than look to God's word for the 
answers. 

In the Biblical book of Acts (5:38- 39) , 
we find the case of Peter and other Apos
tles before the Jewish council. A re
spected teacher of the law named Ga
maliel gives sound instruction to the 
council': " And so in this present case, I 
say to you, stay away from these men 
and let them alone, for if their plan or ac
tion should be of men, it will be over
thrown; but if it is of God, you will not 
be able to overthrow them; or else you 
may even be found fighting against 
God." 

Presently there are many false cults 
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that only pretend to be "of God," but I 
assure you the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness is not one of 
them. I strongly believe this, because 
Jesus said (in Matthew 7:18), "A good 
tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a 
rotten tree produce good fruit," and (in 
Matthew 7:20) "So then, you will know 
them by their fruits." 
· In Galatians (5:19-23) we learn how 

to "know them by their fruits"·: "Now 
the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, carousings, and things like 
these, of which I forewarned you that 
those who practice such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit 
of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle
ness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law." It should be evident to 
anyone with even a little impartial vision 

that the fruits of the spirit and not of the 
flesh predominate in ISKCON. 

Jesus gave the commandment that we 
love orie another (Galatians 5:14): " For 
the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in 
this statement, 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' " And the devo
tees of Lord Kr~Qa are laying down their 
lives daily to perform the highest welfare 
activities for the suffering people of this 
world-spreading God consciousness. 
They suffer insults, mockery, trials, and 
tribulations because of their love of God 
and mankind, and though they seek no 
reward, they will not go unrewarded. 

So I feel sure that after impartially ex
amining the facts, all will conclude that 
ISKCON is of and for God, and God is 
for ISKCON. Hare Kf~Qa. 

David Hoover 
Holland, Ohio 



Srila Prabhupada SpeaRs Ol.tt 

The following conversation between His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupiida and one of his disciples took 
place in Bhuvanesvara, India. 
Devotee: SrTia Prabhupiida, one criti
cism against our Kr!?~a consciousness 
movement is that we are following ab
solute authority. People are critical be
cause we rigidly adhere to your authority 
and to the authority of the scriptures. 
They say this is not a healthy psychology. 
Srila Prabhupida: Their criticism is a 
contradiction. If they say authority is not 
good, then why are they criticizing us? 
They are trying to impose their own au
thority on us. 
Devotee lin the role of an antagonist): I 
don't say you have to accept me as an au
thority. 
Srila Prabhupida: Then you are talking 
nonsense. You are like a merchant sell
ing his wares, but telling the customer, 
"You don't have to buy from me." What 
is the use of his selling? And what is the 
use of your instruction, ifl don't have to 
accept you as an authority? 
Devotee : Well, everyone has his own 
life to live, so each person should take 
the best from many authorities. I might 
accept some ideas from your philosophy 
and some from various other philoso
phies as well. I can take whatever I think 
is best for me. 
Srila Prabhupida: But if you find the 
best of everything all in one place, then 
why should you run here and there? 
Devotee: Well, history teaches us that 
whenever there is absolute authority, it 
isn't healthy-like Hitler's Germany, for 
example. 
Srila Prabhupida: Absolute authority 
is bad when the authority is wrong. But if 
the authority is right, then it is good
because you can submit to one authority 
and receive all knowledge. It's like going 
to a supermarket; we can get everything 
there in one place. 
Devotee: But people often confuse our 
allegiance to scriptural authority with 
totalitarianism. One professor told me 
that if the Kr~~a consciousness move
ment ever became powerful, we would 
probably be intolerant towards all other 
religions. 
Srila Prabhupida: That means he does 
not understand us. 
Devotee: Suppose someone didn't want 
to be a devotee in a society with a Kr~Q.a-

On Absolute Authority 

conscious king or president. What would 
happen to him? 
Srila Prabhupida: The king must chas
tise him-he has that power. For exam
ple, if a child says, "Father, I don't 
believe in education; let me play," the 
father will never allow it. The king's duty 
is to guide the citizens like that. 
Devotee: But if someone wanted to be 
a Christian in a society governed by a 
Kr~Qa-conscious leader, would that per
son be chastised? 
Srila Prabhupida: The father does not 
chastise always, but only when his son 
does something wrong. To practice the 
Christian religion means to believe in 
God and abide by His orders. A faithful 
Christian would not be persecuted in a 
society with Kr~Qa-conscious leadership. 
Devotee: So the Christians would be al
lowed to follow the Bible? 
Srila Prabhupida: Yes. To follow the 
Bible is certainly religion. But the Chris
tians today do not follow their scripture. 
The Bible says, " Thou shalt not kill," 
but they are killing millions of cows and 
eating their flesh. What kind of Chris
tianity is that? 
Devotee: So they should be chastised. 
Srila Prabhupida: Yes, they should be 
punished. That is the duty of the king. 
You may follow any bona fide religion 
and receive all protection by the Kr~Q.a
conscious government. But if you don't 
follow your own religion faithfully, then 
you must be corrected. That is the king's 
duty. A king cannot dictate that you 
must follow one particular religious 
faith, but he can order that you follow 
some religion. If you have no religion, 
then you're an animal, and you must be 

chastised. Religion means the instruc
tion given by God (dharmam tu siik$iid 
bhagavat-praT)itam). And to be religious 
means to obey God and to love Him. So 
it doesn't matter through what religious 
process you have understood God. The 
important thing is that you love God and 
abide by His orders. Then you are 
religious. But if you do not know God
or if you have some imaginary god
then you must learn who God actually is. 
And if you refuse to learn, then you 
must be punished. 
Devotee: If someone says, "I know 
God," what is the test to see if he really 
does? 
Srila Prabhupida: The test is that he 
must be able to explain about God to 
others. Ask him, " Can you say what 
God is?" 
Devotee: " God is the force moving the 
universe." 
Srila Prabbupida: So that means you 
do not know God. Who is behind the 
force? Whenever there is force, there 
must be a person who is forceful-who is 
forcing. Who is that? 
Devotee: I don't have such vision. 
Srila Prabbupida: Then learn about 
God from me. And if you refuse, then 
you must be punished. You see, the king 
has to see that the citizens are God con
scious. That is his duty. 
Devotee: Then a Kg>Q.a-conscious lead
er has to be like a father. 
Srila Prabbupida: Yes. That quality 
was personally exhibited by Lord Riima
candra. He treated His subjects like His 
own sons, and they treated Lord Riima 
as their father. The relationship between 
the king and the citizens should be like 
that between a father and his sons. 
Devotee : The chastisement that the 
king gives ... 
Srila Prabhupida: That is out of love, 
not enviousness. Chastisement means 
correction. If a citizen is acting wrongly, 
he has to be corrected. This is actually 
Kr~Q.a's business in human society: to 
chastise the miscreants, to give protec
tion to the godly persons, and to 
establish the true principles of religion. 
This is the mission of the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead in the world, and we 
have to execute His mission. Gradually 
Kr~Qa-conscious devotees have to take 
the posts of leadership and correct the 
whole human society. 0 
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'HE
. ·.····m· ·. E" . I IHER' China, Eas_t~rn Europe, and the Middle 

..
.. , . ; ···.· ... ·:···.· ' ' . . . ··.. ·.. . .. : ·. ·. . .· ~as~~~:J~,~=:~t?r~;~o:r~~ e~~~~:~ 

. drastically reduced food production. 
Although still the· most economically 

· · · · · · ·. prosperous .nation in the world, the 

Em 
. ~ United States is also experiencing its 

·. ··.. · . · .·· ·: . .. . .·· .. ·. . share of problems. In the . South this year, portions of both Georgia and 
Florida have been declared disaster areas 
because of severe drought. The West is 
now sizzling from .the worst drought on 

\ftrhY-and· \Vhat-to Do?, _ ~~~~~-;o:re iri~g;~~\e;~~vi~: ~~~:~ 
And last year in the North, one of the 
worst winters in histOry killed hundreds 
of men·and animals, tortured thousands 
more, and cost . millions of dollars in 
damage, Without a doubt, irregular and 
unc<introllable weather has become a 
critical problem all over the world. With
out sufficient rain, moderate tem
peratures, and. a stable earth, how can we 
survive-what to speak of living happily 

Durrng.last winter's big freeze, 
all our slick technology 
co.uldn't neat tfle nation's fac- · 
torie&·or·keep·traftjc moving.· 
Now, in the middle of one of. 
tbe worst droughts ever, our 
scientist$ are resorting to 
"cloud seeding" -but they 
can't find any worthwhile 
clouds to· seed .... Could it be 
·that amid all their attempts to 
control nature, the scientists 
are forgetting the Supreme 
,~ontroller? ' 

·At present' the e~tire world is ~xpe
riencing severe irregularities in th~ oa- . 
tural weather patte~n. ' For example, 
whereas fifty years ago India had two ' 
monsoon seasons every .year, now she 
has only one, and her food production 
has significantly decreased. In fact, just 
ten years ago a drought in India brought . 

· starvation to millions, and to this day · 
parts of South India have yet to receive 
sufficient rain for even subsistence ag
riculture. In Africa the Sahara Desert is 
rapidly' spreading southward, which is 
creating an acute food problem for many . . 

. Russia's Ukraine once was known as 
.Europe's breadbasket, but for the last 
three years insufficient rain has forced 
the U.S.S.R. to import millions oftons of 
grain from the 'United States. Earth
quakes have devastated. large cities in 

and peacefully? . . 
Of course, anyone can point out the 

prpblems, ·but real intelligence means 
finding a workable solution. SP,ould we, 
then, look to our so-called brain trust of 
advanced s~ience and technology? Cer
tainly riot. The scientists are scurrying to 
produce theories and answers, but by 
their own admission they are becoming 
hopeless. They are being forced to admit 
that whatever progress tney haye made 



toward "weattier control" is at best ex
perimental and theoretical. Last winter, 
with much of the United .States in the 
grip of sub-freezing weather and with 
snow piled up everywhere, our scien
tists' slick technology was powerless to 
heat the nation's factories and keep 
traffic moving. Now the scientists are 
trying to seed the clouds-but they can't 
find any worthwhile douds to seed! Time 
and .again modern science has proved 
helpless in the face of nature's fury. So 
instead of presenting yet another 
pseudoscientific pipe dream, I offer here 
a practical solution to our modern 
weather dilemma- the time-tested 
program of the ancient Vedic civilization. 

Literatures such as the Bhagavad-gitii 
(the Song o( God) and the Srimad- · 
Bhagavatam (the Beautiful Story of the 
Personality of Godhead) form the basis 
of the Vedic culture-the culture that 
prevailed throughout the. world millions 
of years ago. These great literatures 
declare that the purpose of human life is 
not simply to enjoy sense' gratification. 
Nor are we meant to exploit nature, 
vainly trying to conquer her through 
technological advancement. Rather, 
following the process outlined in the 
Vedic literatures, we should live simply 
and use our advanced human intelli
gence to t:evive our original God con
sciousness. Becoming God conscious 
means living in h~rmony with God's 

plan for universal management. When 
we live in this way, then we are auto
matically in harmony with nature, and 
the Lord bestows bounteous natural gifts 
upon us. Otherwise-if we avoid surren
dering to God and foolishly try . to con
quer nature-then as we see today, 
nature's stringent laws will put us into 
difficulty, just as the state puts a criminal 
into difficulty. 

The Srimad-Bhtigavatam tells how in 
Vedic times the people's high level of 
God ·consciousness resulted in benevo
lent weather conditions everywhere. 
There ' was plenty of rainfall- but only 
during the night, while the people were 
asleep-and the climate was neither too 
hot nor too cold. Consequently, all the 
fruit trees, vegetables, grains, and 
grasses grew profusely. The lush pas
tur.es enabled large herds of cows to 
eat their fill-any time they liked. Cow 
slaughter was unknown in those days, so 
the cows were always very happy. In fact , 
because of their jolly dispositions, they 
produced so much milk that it would 
often ·teak out of their milk bags and 
muddy the paStures. (Modern "beef 
cows" are so miserable that they can't 
produce enough milk to feed even their 
own calves!) Because there was plenty of 
milk, butter, cream, yogurt, fruit, grain, 
vegetables, herbs, minerals, jewels, and 
so on, the people were peaceful and 
happy :in all respects. Even if someone 

were to leave a valuable object in a public 
·place, he could always find it when he 
returned, because everyone was so 
satisfied by nature's opulences that they 
had no inclination to steal. 

"What happened ·to the Vedic 
culture?" you may ask. "If it actually ex
isted, and if it really had such a workable 
solution to the world's problems, then 
why did it disappear?" Even a young, 
healthy person gradually becomes old 
and diseased . . And in the same way, al
though the Vedic civilization was per
fectly constituted (according to the 
Bhagavad-gitii, God Himself provided 
the guidelines), gradually it degraded. In 
fact, Srna Vyasadeva, the author of the 
Srimad-Bhiigavatam, foresaw our present 
troubles over five thousand years ago. 
He wrote that the present age (the Age 
of Kali) would be characterized by in
creasing Godlessness, which would 
cause severe conflicts and hypocrisy. 
Srfla Vyasadeva also foresaw that be
cause of the lack of God conscious
ness, natural disturbances (especially 
drought) would harass the people more 
and more. 

Then are we doomed to worsening 
weather conditions? No. Vyasadeva also 
pointed out that although the present 
age would be full of faults, it would have 
one very good quality. In this age we can 
very easily satisfy the Lord-and every
one can thus live very happily and 



For harmonious weather conditions (as at ISKCON's farms, shown on this spread), we should lh·e in harmony with God's 
plan . In Vedic times-with cow slaughter unknown-regular rainfall produced plenty of lush pastureland .. . . 

peacefully-simply by coming together 
and chanting the Lord's holy names: 
Hare K{~Qa, Hare Kr~Qa, Kr~Qa K~Qa, 
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If people per
form this sacrifice, which is called 
sankirtana, they will counteract all the 
Godlessness and ill effects of the Kali 
Age. 

Also, vegetables, grains, and fruit of all 
kinds grew in abundance .... 
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Does this seem too simple a solution 
to the myriad problems we face? Ac
tually, it is a very logical and scientific 
one. Consider: weather conditions are 
part of nature, but nature cannot exist or 
function independently. As soon as we 
speak of nature, we must ask, "Whose 
nature is it?" As soon as we say 
" mother nature," we must ask, "Who is 
the father?" The father-and the con
troller of nature-is God, the Supreme 
Personality, Sri Kr~Qa. This fact is con
firmed in the Bhagavad-gitd, where 
Kr~Qa says, mayadhyak~e!Ja prakrti: 
"Nature works under My direction ." 
Nature cannot produce the millions and 
millions uf living organisms without the 
help of the supreme father (God) any 
more than a mother can produce 
children without the help of her hus
band. If mother nature exists, and if the 
"children" (the living entities) exist, 
then on what grounds can we deny the 
existence of the father, God? 

The orderly management we see in 
nature is proof of God's existence. With
out the controlling intelligence of God, 
how could things be going on as they 
are? When a child sees a light bulb, he 
may think that it is producing light auto
matically. But we know that behind the 
light bulb is the arrangement of the 
electric company, the power generators, 
and ultimately the government. Simi
larly, behind the sun, behind the rain, 
behind all the forces of nature is the 

Supreme Lord. Less intelligent people 
argue that since they cannot see God, He 
must not exist. But we can't always see 
the power station or the president, 
either. Does that mean they don't exist? 
Wherever we see complex organization, 
we know that there is intelligent 
management going on behind the 
scenes. For example, if a large city is to 
have order, it must also have elaborate 
management-otherwise, there will be 
chaos. Also, everyone has experienced 
that if a building or farm has no manage
ment, it quickly deteriorates to weeds 
and cobwebs. And, in every case, 
management means that there is a 
manager. How, then, can we imagine 
that the universe-with its regularly 
changing seasons, its orbiting planets, its 
extraordinarily intricate biological and 
ecological systems-is working auto
matically, without a supreme manager? 
This is simply a childish idea. 

So God exists, and He controls nature 
in every galactic and atomic detail. Ac
tually, God has two "natures" -the ma
terial and the spiritual. In the Bhagavad
gitd the Sanskrit term for nature is 
prakrti, "that which is controlled." Now, 
material nature is made of inert, dead 
matter and is called apard prakrti, or in
ferior energy, and spiritual nature is 
composed of the conscious living entities 
and is called para prakrti, or superior 
energy. Both the material and spiritual 
energies are controlled by God. But the 



living entities are designated as superior 
energy because they are conscious and 
because they try to exploit material 
nature. Material nature, being un
conscious, cannot move itself, any more 
than a car can move itself. We may not 
see the car's driver, but we know that he 
must always be there. In the same way, 
we may not see God, but we should 
know for certain that He is "driving" or 
controlling the whole universe. 

The Vedic literatures tell us, therefore, 
to stop foolishly denying God and start 
learning to work cooperatively with Him. 
As we have seen, prosperity depends not 
on our work but on the background ar
rangement of the Supreme Lord. He 
supplies all our necessities-food, water, 
heat, light, air, soil-none of which we 
can manufacture. Even manufacturing 
enterprises require raw materials like 
iron, sulfur, manganese, mercury, and 
so on. Obviously, we cannot live except 
by the grace of the Lord. And how do we 
achieve His grace? By performing 
sacrifices to please Him. But one who 
will not do that will soon find himself in 
scarcity, as we are seeing so plainly 
today. 

Performing sacrifice simply means 
that we reciprocate the Lord's kindness. · 
This is only natural. A father gives 
everything to his son, and when the son 
offers him a gift in return, the father 
gladly accepts it and they both enjoy the 
loving exchange-though the father ac
tually doesn't need anything from the 
son. In the same way, we should offer 
something to the Lord in sacrifice-to 
express our appreciation for His gifts and 
to reciprocate His love. God doesn't ac
tually need anything from us, but if we 
aren't grateful enough to try to please 
Him in some way-and, indeed, if we are 
so foolish as to deny His very existence
why should He continue to supply us 
with rain and other necessities? 

So, once again: if we want to live hap
pily and prosperously, we have to per
form sacrifice to the Supreme Lord. If we 
satisfy Him, He will bestow all wonderful 
and bounteous things upon us; but if we 
ignore Him, what can our puny material 
science and technology do? This world 
exists just so that we can have a chance 
to learn the spiritual science of devo
tional service, the science of satisfying 
Kmta (God). This is the eternal occupa-

tion of the self, or soul, but now we have 
forgotten it. So out of kindness Kr~t:~a 
provides us with all the necessities of life 
simply so that we can use them to revive 
our consciousness of Him. But if we keep 
ignoring the purpose of life and simply 
take everything from the Lord for our 
own sense gratification, we're thieves
and we have to suffer punishment under 
the laws of material nature. 

Such is the state of the world now. We 
have become a civilization of gross ma
terialistic thieves, and we have forgotten 
everything about sacrifice to the Lord. 
But the situation isn't hopeless. As pre
viously mentioned, just for our degraded 
society the Lord has given the very easy 
process of sacrifice called salikirtana,the 
congregational chanting of the Hare 
Kr~t:~a mantra: Hare Kr~Q.a, Hare Kr~t:~a, 
Kr~t:~a Kr~t:~a, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. In 
fact, all the Vedic literatures recommend 
this sacrifice for the present age. (Of 
course, chanting any genuine name of 
God will help, but the Vedic literatures 
say that in the Kali Age the Hare Kr~t:~a 
mantra is the most effective.) 

Clearly, we should give up our elabor
ate arrangements for conquering nature 
and enjoying sense gratification. Instead, 
we should live simply and meet together 
as often as possible to chant the holy 
names of God. If we offer the Lord this 
sacrifice, surely He will be pleased with 
us and provide all the natural resources 
we need to live comfortably and become 
God-conscious. 

On the national level, government 
leaders should arrange for large-scale 
performances of salikirtana. They should 
discontinue their stop-gap efforts to alter 
or control the weather, which are all 
destined to fail because they ignore God. 
The Srimad-Bhiigavatam affirms that 
government leaders are responsible for 
everything that happens within their 
jurisdiction-including weather condi
tions. So all of us should immediately de
mand that our leaders arrange to satisfy 
the Lord through salikirtana-which will 
bring an end to all the natural distur
bances that now plague us. 

The purpose of the Kr~t:~a conscious
ness movement is to spread salikirtana as 
widely as possible. At present people all 
over the world are suffering, but if they 
will just take the Kr~Q.a consciousness 
movement seriously, give up their sinful 
activities, and chant the Hare Kr~t:~a 
mantra, they will solve all their problems 
without difficulty and become supremely 
peaceful and happy. 0 

And there were no droughts (or 
tloods) -just plenty of rainfall, and 
only at night, while people slept. ... 
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With the whole universe as his 
realm, King Bali gladly promised to 
give the little brahma!Ja boy just 
three steps of land . ... No one 
could have foreseen how colossal 
those steps would be-or how col
ossal the king's trUthfulness and 
generosity would be. 

Indrapuri, the capital of lndra, · the 
king of heaven, overflowed with pleasing 
orchards and gardens where graceful; 

·· gliding swans played in ponds full of 
lotus flowers. The city was shaded by 
canopies decorated with pearls, and the 
domes of the palaces had flags em
broidered with gold and precious gems. 
All through the city there were sitting 
places made of diamond and coral, and 
breezes bore the fragrance of the flowers 
falling from the hair of the demigods' 
wives, who were everlastingly beautiful 
and youthful. For protection the city was 
surrounded both by trenches full of 
Ganges water and by a high wall the 
color of fire. Yet even in the carefree 
capital of King In(}ra there is sometimes 
cause for fear. ... 

Desiring to conquer lndrapuri, the 
powerful king of the demons Bali Maha
r-aja once performed the visva}tt sacri
fice. Because . Bali had served his guru 
faithfully, he achieved success, and from 
the sacrificial fire appeared a celestial 
chariot of gold, powerful yellow horses, a 
flag emblazoned with a lion, a .gilded 
bow, two quivers of infallible arrows, 
and a .suit of invincible armor. Thus 
equipped for war, Bali assembled his vast 
army and set out for Indrapuri. 

When Bali Maharaja and his countless 
soldiers reached Indra 's abode, they 
furiously attacked it from all directions. 
OverWhelmed, the demigods fled the 
heavenly kingdom in great haste and 
scattered here and there, assuming 

After appearing in His four-armed 
form (far right, bottom), the Lord 
assumed the form of a brihmana 
boy (right), like a theatrical actor: 

From Srimad-Bhagavatam, by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swa.mi Prabhuptida. (Adapted by Drutakarma dtisa.) 



different forms to escape detection. Then 
the victorious King Bali entered In
drapuri and brought the three worlds 
under his control. 

Lord Vamanadeva Appears 

Aditi , the mother of the demigods, 
began to lament the fate of her sons, 
who had been forced to leave the 
heavenly planets. She pleaded with her 
husband, the great sage Kasyapa, saying, 
" 0 best of sages, please bestow upon my 
sons a benediction by which they can 
regain what they have lost." 

Kasyapa, who was also a great devotee 
of the Lord, replied to his wife, ''Only 
Kr~Qa, the Supreme Personality of God
head, can bestow such a benediction. 
You should engage in His devotional ser
vice, and He will surely fulfill your de
sire." 

So with full and undiverted attention, 
Aditi began to meditate on the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In this way she 
subdued her mind and senses, which 
were as strong as strong horses. 

At last the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead appeared before her in His 
original Vi~J.lu form. He wore yellow gar
ments and bore a conchshell, disc, club, 
and lotus in His four hands, and His eyes 
looked like the petals of a blooming 
lotus. On seeing the Lord, Aditi was 
overwhelmed with transcendental bliss 
and stood silently with tears in her eyes. 

" You have prayed to Me and properly 
worshiped Me," the Supreme Lord said, 
"Therefore I shall agree to become your 
son, and in this way I shall act to help 
your other sons regain their rightful po
sitions." 

So on the twelfth day of the bright 
fortnight in the month of Bhadra, when 
the moon came into the lunar mansion 
Sravaf)a, at the auspicious moment of 
Abhijit, Lord Vi~Qu appeared in this uni
verse as the son of Kasyapa and Aditi. 
Then, in the presence of His supremely 
fortunate parents, the Lord assumed the 
form of Vamana, a dwarf brahmaciiri 
(spiritual student) . Just as an actor may 
play different roles, but remains the 
same man, so the Lord assumes many 

• 

e n1verse 

Earlier (top}, when King Bali and 
his vast army bad stormed the 
heavenly kingdom, lndra. and the 
other demigods were overwhelmed. 

thousands and millions of forms-and 
yet these forms are not different from 
one another. 

When the great sages saw the Lord in 
the role of a dwarf brahmaciiri, they were 
very pleased. They held many auspicious 
ceremonies and initiated Him as a 
briihma f.la (spiritual teacher of society). 
According to the Vedic culture a 
brahmaciirigoes out to beg alms to learn 
the spiritual qualities of humility and 
pridelessness. And Lord Vamanadeva 
determined that He would follow this 
custom, even though He was actually the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
proprietor of all the universes. 

Lord Vamanadeva Begs Charity 
From Bali Maharaja 

Meanwhile Bali Maharaja, the con
queror of the three worlds, was perform
ing a huge sacrifice in the field known as 
Bhrgukaccha, on the northern bank of 
the Narmada River. When Lord Va
manadeva heard this, he immediately 
went there to show His mercy to Bali. 

Bali Mahanija was jubilant on seeing 
the beautiful form of Lord Vamana. 
With great satisfaction he offered Him a 
seat and washed His lotus feet. Then 
Bali said, "0 briihmaf.la, I offer You my 
hearty welcome and my respectful obei
sances. Please let us know what we may 
do for You. It appears that You have 
come here to ask me for something. 
Therefore, whatever You want You may 
take from me." 

Apparently, Bali Maharaja did not 
know that the dwarf briihmaf.la was ac
tually the Supreme Personality of God
head. But since the Vedic custom 
prescribes that a king give lavishly in 
charity- especially to the briihmaiJaS
Bali offered Lord Vamanadeva whatever 
He might desire. Then the Lord made 
what seemed to be an insignificant re
quest. 

"0 King of the demons, from Your ma
jesty I ask only three paces of land, to the 
measurement of my footsteps. " 

Bali Maharaja replied, "My dear 
briihmaf.la boy, You don't know what is 
in your own best interest. 1 could give 
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you a whole planet, for I have conquered 
the entire universe. But you are asking 
me for only three paces of land. You are 
not very intelligent, I can see. 0 small 
boy, you should take this opportunity to 
ask me for as much as you want. That 
way you will never have to ask for any
thing more from anybody, ever." 

Lord Vamanadeva replied just like a 
perfect brahmar~a. " If I were not satisfied 
with three paces of land, then surely 1 
would not be satisfied even with possess
ing a whole planet. If I possessed one 
planet, I would hope to get others. One 
should be content with whatever comes 
his way by providence, for discontent 
can never bring happiness. 

"Therefore, 0 King, from you I ask only 
three paces of land. By such a gift I shall be 
very pleased. " 

When the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead had thus spoken to Bali Maha
raja, Bali smiled and told Him, "All 
right. Take whatever you like." 

But Sukracarya, the family priest of 
Bali Maharaja, could understand that the 
dwarf brahmar~a Vamana was none other 
than the Supreme Lord Himself, so he 
spoke quickly to dissuade his patron. 

"0 King," he said very earnestly, 

" you have promised to give Him three 
steps of land in charity, but when you 
give it He will occupy the three worlds. 
You are a rascal! You do not know what a 
miserable mistake you have made. After 
He takes everything from you, how shall 
you live?" 

Actually, Sukracarya was more con
cerned over how he himself would live. 
As a non-l<{!?Q.a-conscious, professional 
spiritual master, he was completely de
pendent on his disciple for his upkeep. 
Bali Maharaja remained silent for some 
time, deliberating on the words of his 
greedy guru, and then he replied. 

"How can I withdraw my promise out 
of greed when I have already said that I 
shall give this land? How can I behave 
like an ordinary cheater, especially 
toward a saintly briihma~w? There is 
nothing more sinful than untruthful
ness. In any case, if Viimana is the 
Supreme Lord, then what choice do I 
have but to offer Him the tract of land 
He has requested-even if He is coming 
as my enemy? He is all-powerful." 

On hearing this, Suknlcarya angrily 
cursed Bali Maharaja. "Although you 
have no knowledge, you pretend to be 
learned, and therefore you dare disobey 

Lord Viimana grew - until everything in the universe was within His body. 
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my order. You are very impudent. Be
cause of your disobedience, you shall 
very soon lose all your opulence." 

But even after being cursed in this way 
by his so-called spiritual master, Bali 
Maharaja never deviated from his deci
sion to offer charity to the young 
brahmacari who had appeared before 
him. Thus, according to custom, he first 
.offered water to Vamanadeva and then 
gave Him the gift of land he had prom
ised. At that time the residents of the 
higher planetary system-namely the 
demigods, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, 
Siddhas, and Caral)as- all became so 
ple.ased by Bali's simple and sincere ac
tion that they praised his character and 
showered millions of flowers upon him. 

Then, as Bali Maharaja and the mem
bers of the assembly watched stunned in 
amazement, Vamana began increasing 
in size-until everything in the universe 
was within His body, including the earth, 
planetary systems, sky, oceans, birds, 
beasts, human beings, demigods, and 
great saints. Now the Lord stood before 
Bali Maharaja in His universal form
holding a conchshell, sword, shield, 
flaming discus, arrow, bow, lotus flower, 
and club in His eight arms. Bali Maharaja 
saw the surface of the globe on the 
Lord's feet; on the surface of His calves, 
all the mountains; on His bosom, all the 
clusters of stars and also the goddess of 
fortune; and on the Lord's hair Bali saw 
the clouds. The Lord wore a yellow gar
ment covered by a jeweled belt, and He 
was decorated with a flower garland sur
rounded by bees. Manifesting Himself in 
this way, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead covered the entire surface of 
the earth with one footstep, the sky with 
His body, and all directions with His 
arms. 

As the Lord took His second step, He 
covered the heavenly planets- and not 
even a spot remained for His third step. 
With His second step the Lord actually 
kicked a hole in the covering of the uni
verse, and through that hole the water of 
the sacred Ganges River descended to 
the material world. 

Then Lord Vamanadeva reduced 
Himself to His original form, and all 
the predominating deities of the various 
planetary systems began to worship Him 
by offering fragrant flowers, water, san
dalwood pulp, incense, grain, and fruits. 

When the demonic followers of Bali 
Maharaja saw that their master had lost 
all his possessions to Vamanadeva, they 
were very angry, and without the ap
proval of Bali Maharaja, they pushed for
ward to kill Lord Vamanadeva. 

When the associates of the Lord, who 
were each as powerful as ten thousand 
elephants, saw the demons coming 



forward so violently, they smiled. Then 
they took up their own weapons and 
began to kill them. When Bali Maharaja 
saw that his soldiers were all being killed, 
he remembered the curse of Sukracar
ya and forbade his soldiers to continue 
fighting. 

"0 demons, please hear my words! 
Don't fight! Stop immediately, for the 
present time is not favorable. When we 
conquered the heavenly kingdom, provi
dence was in our favor, but now that 
same providence is against us." 

In accordance with the order of their 
master, all the chiefs of the demons and 
their followers entered the lower regions 
of the universe. Then suddenly Garu4a, 
the huge bird-carrier of Lord Vi~Qu, ar
rested Bali Maharaja with the ropes of 
VaruQa [the demigod in charge of the 
seas]. Vamanadeva then spoke to the u; 

captive Bali. ~ 
> "0 King of the demons, as far as the ~ ... sun, the moon, and the stars shine, and .a, 

as far as the clouds pour rain-to that ex- iS c 
tent all the land throughout the universe .Q 

~ was in your possession. Now, with my -.. 
first two steps I have taken all this. But § 
you promised me three steps of land. 
Where shall I place my third step? You 
have broken your promise, so now you 
must descend for a few years to a hellish 
condition of life." 

King Bali Surrenders E-verything 

Bali Maharaja understood why the 
Lord was acting so mischievously, and 
he said, "Your Lordship, You have dis
guised Yourself to cheat me, saying you 
wanted only three steps of land. But now 
You have expanded Your body and taken 
my whole kingdom with just two steps. 
Because You have done this on behalf of 
Your devotees, the demigods, You do 
not regard this as cheating. And since 
You came to beg from me, I will keep my 
promise to You- I do not want to cheat 
You. You have taken my wealth, but I 
still have my body. Ther~fore, please put 
your third step upon my head, for the 
possessor is even more valuable than 
what he possesses. 

"Only by providence have I been forc
ibly brought under Your lotus feet and 
deprived of all my opulence. Because of 
the illusion created by temporary opu
lence, people in general, who live under 
material conditions, facing accidental 
death at every moment, do not under
stand that this life is temporary. Only by 
providence have I been saved from that 
condition. It is to bring me to the right 
platform of eternal life that You have put 
me into these circumstances." 

In other words, Bali Maharaja could 
see that although the Lord was ap-

who sincerely offer even 
a little water, some newly 
grown grass, or a few 
flower buds at Your lotus 
feet achieve the most 
exalted position in the 
spiritual world. This Bali 
Mahar~a has now offered 
You everything that 
exists within the three 
worlds, including his own 
body. How, then, can he 
deserve to suffer arrest 
like this?" 

Lord Vamanadeva 
said, " My dear Lord 
Brahma, in truth Bali 
Maharaja has satisfied 
Me greatly. First I took 
away his kingdom, and 
then My soldiers defeated 
him and arrested him 
with the ropes of VaruQa . 
His spiritual master has 
cursed him, and his 
friends and relatives have 
rejected him. And io spite 
of all this, he has kept his 
promise to Me. Therefore 
not only shall r release 

Vamana told Bali, "With two steps I have taken all 
this. Where shall I place My third step?" 

him, but I shall also give 
him a position not attainable even by the 
demigods themselves. He will again be
come king of the heavenly planets in a 
future age. Until that time he will live on 
a special planet called Sutala, which is 
hundreds of times more opulent than 
heaven." 

parently acting as an enemy, He was ac
tually acting for Bali's own best welfare. 
In this instance the Lord was a better 
friend to the demon than to the demi
gods. The demigods worship the Lord 
for temporary material benefit , and thus 
they are not pure devotees. But because 
the Lord took away all his possessions, 
Bali Maharaja rose to the platform of 
pure devotion-which is very rare. 

Just then Prahlada Maharaja, Bali's il
lustrious grandfather, a most dear devo
tee of the Lord, appeared there, like a 
moon rising in the nighttime. Standing 
tall and elegant, he was dressed in yellow 
garments, and his beautiful eyes re
sembled lotus petals. 

"My Lord," said Prahlada Maharaja, 
"it is Your Lordship alone who gave Bali 
his heavenly opulence, and now, today, 
it is You who have taken it all away. Be
cause his exalted position as king of 
heaven was putting hi m in the darkness 
of ignorance, You have done him a very 
merciful favor. Wealth, women, fol
lowers, and prestige are so bewildering 
that they make even a learned, self-con
trolled man forget to search for the 
shelter of Your lotus feet." 

Bound tight by the ropes of Varuna, 
Bali Maharaja could simply bow his head 
respectfully. His eyes filled with tears of 
shame. 

Then Lord Brahma, the chief demigod 
in charge of creation, spoke. "My dear 
Lord Varnana, please consider that those 

Then, turning to Bali Maharaja, Lord 
Vamanadeva said, "Tbere you will live 
peacefully with all your friends and rela
tives, including your grandfather Pra
hlada Maharaja, and all good fortune will 
come to you. 0 great hero, I shall always 
be with you and give you protection in all 
respects." 

When the ancient and eternal Su
preme Personality of Godhead had 
spoken, Bali Maharaja-his eyes filled 
with tears, his hands folded, and his 
voice faltering in devotional ecstasy-re
sponded by saying, "0 my Lord, the 
causeless mercy You have shown me, a 
fallen demon, has never been achieved 
by the pious demigods.' ' 

After Lord Vamanadeva had released 
him from the ropes of Varui}.a, Bali Ma
haraja entered the planet Sutala in full 
satisfaction. Then the Lord returned all 
the lands He had taken from Bali 
Maharaja to their original owners-Indra 
and the demigods. Now that He had 
fulfilled Aditi's desire, the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead continued to rule 
the affairs of the universe, protecting the 
devotees and reforming the demons, as 
always. 0 
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