Dev01ees chant Hare Kr$1/G in Rome.

A short
statern.ent of
the philosophy
ofKrsna
...
Consciousness
The International Societyfor
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is a
worldwide community ofdevotees practicing bhakti-yoga, the eternal science
q(loving service to God. The Society
wasfounded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, a pure devotee q(God
representing an unbroken chain of
spiritual masters originating with Lord
Kmw Himse((. Thefollowing eight
principles are the basis qfthe Kmw
consciousness movement.
We invite all our readers to consider
them with an open mind and then visit
one q(the !SKCON centers to see how
they are being applied in everyday life.

l . By sincerely cultivating a bona
fide spirit ual science, we can be free
from anxiety and come to a state of
pure, unending, blissful consciousness in this lifetime.
2. We are not our bodies but eternal
spirit souls, parts and parcels of God
(Kr~l)a). As such, we are all brothers, and Kr~l)a is ultimately our
common father.
3. Kr~l)a is the eternal, al l-knowing,
omnipresen t , all-powerfu l, and allattractive Personality of Godhead.
He is the seed-giving father of all living beings, and He is the sustaining
energy of the entire cosmic creation.
4. The Absolute Truth is contained
in all the great scriptures of the
world. However, the oldest known
revealed scriptures in existence are
the Vedic literatures, most notably
the Bhagavad-gitd, which is the literal
record of God's actual words.
5. We should learn the Vedic knowledge from a genuine spiritual
master - one who has no selfish motives and whose mind is firmly fixed
on K rsna.
6. Before we eat, we should offer to
the Lord the food that sustains us.
Then Kr~l)a becomes the offering
and purifies us.

7. We shou ld perform all our actions
as offerings to Kr~l)a and do nothing
for our own sense gratification.
8. The recommended means for
achieving the mature stage of love of
God in this age of Kali , or quarrel, is
to chant the holy names of the L ord.
The easiest method for most people
is to chant the Hare Kr~l)a mantra:

HareKrsna
HareKrslla
KrsnaKrSna
HareHar·e
HareRama
HareRama
RamaRama
Hare Hare

Chant and be'faappy...

Mahadeva dasa, book distri butor
"I've been chanting Hare Kr~oa for
over three years, and the more I chant
the more I can see that this chanting is
an ever-fresh experience. By
absorbing my mind in the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra. I feel the spiritual·· ·
strength and conviction to offer this
chanting process to everyone. I feel
this is the highest welfare work. People
are suffering, because they're ignorant
of their real, spiritual self. But as the
scriptures say, 'If one simply chants
the holy name of K r~oa. this holy name
will rise within his heart like the
powerful sun and immediately
dissipate all the darkness of
ignorance.' "

Dvarakanatha dasa, schoolteacher, with fami ly
"We knew that family life would be most successful if it had a central purpose. So
we tried country living, gardening, a VW bus, a good-paying job, and natural foods.
But none of these satisfied us. Now, by chanting Hare Kr~oa . we've made Lord Kr~oa
the c enter of our lives. We chant together every day and read about Kr~oa in the
books of our spiritual master, Sri la Prabhupada. More and more we're feeling
unself_ish in our family relationships and happy just being together to glorify Kr~o a
and H1s pure devotees."
Mike Gabbard, Dean of
Students, American Samoa
Community College
"Like most people, I often
get caught up in the rush of
events that go on around me.
Chanting Hare Kr~oa helps
me remember the real
purpose in my life - loving
service to God."

Here at ISKCON's center in
Montreal , Quebec, everyone
chants the Hare Kr~~Ja mantra, inc luding the children . Chanting is
simple to understand . It isn't anything artificial to be imposed on
the mind-it's something sublime
to purify our hearts. We're all
orig inally Kr~Qa-conscious spiritual entities, and chanting Hare
Kr~~Ja is the easiest method for
reviving our dormant, pure state of
God consciousness .
Find out more about Krsna consciousness in this issue'ot' BACK
TO GODHEAD magazine.
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ON THE COVER
The Supreme Lord once appeared as Sri Ramacandra, the ideal
God·conscious king. And He accomplished His mission-to
establish the principles of religion und desTroy demonic, irreligious influences -despite being exiled tO Da!)c,lakara!)ya
ForesT(with liis eternal consort Situ and bro1her Lak~ma!)a,
shown here). As Lord Rama's Triumph was inevitable, so
today is the triumph or His holy names {Hare Kr~f.la, Hare
K~!)a. KrsQa Krsf.la, Hare .Hare/ Hare Riima. Hare Riima,
Riima Rama, Hare Hare). Srila Prabhu pada says, " The
kingdom of Riima was immensely popular and beneficial. and
the spreading of this Hare Kr~f.la movement can immediately
introduce a similar situation, even in this Age of Quarrel."

bat tbomas Jlquinas Rn~w ana
Dian't Know Jlbout tb~ Ringaom of 6oa

Thomas Aquinas saw
through the eyes of logic and
gave us a logical but
incomplete picture of God and
His kingdom. The Kr~r, a
conscious spiritual master
sees through the eyes of his
own spiritual master and the
Vedic literatures - and gives
us the complete picture.
H ayagri va dasa: Thom as Aquinas
compiled the entire Church doctrine in
Summa Theologica. which constitutes the
official philosophy of the Roman
Catholic Church. He also systematized a
good deal of Platonic and Aristotelian
ph ilosophy. Aquinas believed that
religious truths are attained through
both reason and revelation. He also
agreed with Augustine, who said: "I
believe in order that I may understand"
and " I understand in order that I may
believe." Thus reason and revelation
complement one another as means to
truth.
Srila Prabhupada: Since human reason
is not perfect, revelation is also needed.
As Srila Rupa Goswaml has stated,
sevonmukhe hi jihviidau svayam eva
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sphuraty adab: "When we engage our
senses in the Lord's service, the Lord
reveals Himself to us." The truth is attained through logic, philosophy, and
revela tion. According to the Yai~l)ava
tradition, we arrive at the tru th through
the guru, the spiritual master, who is
accepted as the representative of the
Absolute Truth, the Persona lity of Godhead. The guru can transmit the message
of the truth because he has seen the Absolute Truth through the disciplic succession Ithe chain of authorized spiritual
masters]. If we accept the bona fide spiritual master and please him by submissive service, by virtue of his mercy
and pleasure we can understand God and
the spiritua l world by revelation. We
therefore offer our respects to the spiritual master in the prayer yasya prasiidiid
bhagavat-prasiidab: "By the mercy of the
spiritual master one receives the benediction of Kr!?r:Ja."
Hayagriva diisa: In the thirteenth century, Church scholars considered logical
proof for God's existence important, and
Aquinas set forth five basic arguments.
The first maintains that God necessarily
exists as the first cause. The second
states that the material world cannot create itself but needs something external,
or spiritual, to bring it into existence.
The third argument claims that because
the world exists, there must necessarily
be a creator capable of creating it.
Fourth, since there is relative perfection
in the world, there must be an absolute
perfection underlying it. Fifth, since the
creation has design and purpose, there
must be a designer who has planned it.
Sril a Prabhupada: We also honor these
argumen ts. Without a fath er and
mother, children cannot be brought into
existence. Modern philosophers do not
consider this strongest argument for the
existence of God. According to the
Brahma-samhitii Krsna is sarva-kiira~IO 
kiira~am, the cause of all causes. Everything has a cause, and God is the ultimate cause.
Hayagriva dasa: Aquinas also states
that the relative perfection we find in this

material world necessitates an absolute
perfection.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the spiritual
world is absolute perfection, and this
temporary material world is but a reflection of that spiritual world. Whatever
perfection we find in this material world
is derived from the spiritual world. According to the Vediinta-stitra, janmiidy
asya yata~1: "Whateve r is generated
comes from the Absolute Truth."
Hayagri va dasa: There are some scientists today who acknowledge Aquinas's
argument that since we can see nothing
that can create itself in the material
world, something external, or spiritual,
is required to bring the material world
into existence.
Sril a Pr ab hupada: Yes , a mountain
cannot create anything, but a human
being can give form to a stone. A mountain may be very large, but it remains a
stone incapable of giving shape to anything.
H ayagriva dasa: Unlike Plato and
Aristotle, Aquinas maintained that God
created the universe out of nothing.
Sril a Pr abhu pada: No. God created the
universe by His various energies, but
God and his energies are always there.
You cannot logically say that the universe was created out of nothing.
H ayagri va dasa: Aquinas would say
that since the material universe could
not have arisen out of God's spiritual
nature, it had to be created out of
nothing.
Sril a Prabhupada: Material nature is
also an energy of God's. As Kr!?r:Ja states
in the Bhagavad-gitii (7.4):

biiLimir iipo 'nalo viiyub
khatn mano buddhir eva ca
ahmikara itiymn me
bhinnii prakrtir a~fadhii
"Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence, and false ego -all together
these eight comprise My separated material energies." A II of these emanate
from God, and consequently they are
not unreal. They are considered inferior

"God attracts everything. The word Km1a means 'all-attractive.' What, then, is wrong with addressing God as Km:za?"
because they are God's separated material energies. They are like the sound
that comes from a tape recorder, which
may sound exactly like a person's
original voice. The recorded sound is not
the person's voice itself, but it has come
from the person and is now separated
from him. If one cannot see where the
sound is coming from, one may suppose
that the person is actually speaking, although the person may be far away.
Similarly, the material world is an expansion of the Supreme Lord's energy, and
we should not think that it has been
brought into existence out of nothing. It

has emanated from the Supreme Truth ,
but it is His inferior, separated energy.
The superior energy is found in the spiritual world, which is the world of reality.
Pariisya saktir vividhaiva sruyate: God has
multienergies, and the material energy is
but one. Since God is everything, you
cannot say that the material universe
comes from nothing.
Hayag r iva dasa: Like Augustine,
Aquinas believed that sin and man are
concomitant. Due to Adam's original
sin, all men require salvation, and salvation can only be obtained through God's
grace. The individual living entity has to

assent by his free will in order for God's
grace to function.
Sri l a Pr abhupada: Yes, we call that
assent bhakti, devotional service to the
Lord. Bhakti is our eternal engagement,
and when we engage in our eternal activities, we attain salvation, or liberation.
When we engage in false activities, we
are in illusion (miiyii). Mukti (liberation)
means remaining in our constitutional
position as an eternal servant of God. In
the material world we engage in many
different activities, but they all refer to
the material body. In the spiritual world
we engage in the Lord's service, and that
BACK TO GODHEAD 5

is liberation, or salvation.
Hayagriva dasa: Aquinas considered
sins to be of two kinds: venial and mortal. A mortal sin is one that will send a
person to eternal damnation unless it is
forgiven . But a venial sin will not. In
other words, according to Aquinas a
morta l sin stains the soul.
Srila Prabhupada: When a living entity
disobeys the orders of God, he is put into
this material world, and that is his
punishment. If he does not rectify himself by good association and once again
surrender to the Lord, he must undergo
repeated transmigration. By taking on
one body after another, he is subjected
to the tribulations of material existence.
Hayagriva dasa: In any case, how can
any sin be said to "stain" the soul ?
Srila Prabhupada: The soul is not
stained, but he can participate in sinful
activity. Although you cannot mix oil
and water, oil floating on water is carried
away by the water. Similarly, as soon as
we are in contact with material nature,
we come under the clutches of the material world (prakrte~l kriyamii(uini gu(laib
karmii11i sarvasa~,). As soon as the living
entity enters the material world, he loses
his own power. He is then completely
under the clutches of material nature. Oil
never mixes with water, but it may be
carried away by the waves.
Hayagriva dasa : Aqui nas did not
believe in a soul divorced from a particular form. According to Aquinas, God did
not simply create a soul capable of inhabiting any body or form; rather, He
created an angelic soul, a human soul, an
animal soul, or a plant soul. Aquinas felt
that the creation of a pure soul would be
tantamount to God's creating Himself.
Sril a Prabhupada: The soul is not created, but is eternally existing along with
God. The soul has the independence to
turn from God, in which case he becomes like a spark falling from a great
fire. When the spark is separated, it loses
its illumination. In any case, the individual soul always exists. The master
and His servants exist eternally. We cannot say that the parts of a body are
separately created. As soon as the body
is present, all the parts are there with it.
The sou l is never created, and it never
dies. This is confirmed by the Bhagavadgitii (2.20):
jayate mriyate va kadacill
lldyam bhiltvii bhavitd vd 110 blniyab
ajo nityab SQSVOfO 'yarn pUfO(IO
na hanyate hanyamdne sarire

110

"For the soul there is never birth or
death. Nor, having once been, does he
6 BACK TO GODHEAD
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Illustration: Rai\cora dasa

ever cease to be. He is unborn, eternal ,
ever-existing, undying, and primeval.
He is not slain when the body is slain." It
may appear that the soul comes into existence and dies, but this is because he
has accepted the material body. When
the material body dies, the soul simply
transfers to another body. When the soul
is liberated, he doesn' t have to accept
another material body. lie can return
home, back to Godhead, in his original
spiritual body. The soul was never created but is always existing with God. If
we say that the soul was created, the
question may be raised whether or not
God, the Supreme Soul, was also created. Of course, this is not the case. God
is eternal, and His parts and parcels are

also eternal. The difference is that God
never accepts a material body, whereas
the individual soul, being but a small
particle of spirit, sometimes succumbs to
the material energy.
Hayagri va dasa: What is the relationship between the soul's original, spiritual
form and the form of the material body?
Srila Prabhupada: The material body is
an imitation. It is false. Because the spiritual body has form, the material body
takes on form. The material body is like
a coat. The cloth originally has no form,
but a tailor can cut the cloth and make a
coat to fit you. Similarly, in actuality this
bodily form made of material elements is
illusory. The material elements originally
had no form, but they take on form for a

God creates the material
universes out of His external
energy-not out of nothing,
as Thomas Aquinas thought.
Here we see the process of
creation : God in His form as
Maha-Vi~QU exhales billions
of universes from His
transcendental body.
while, and when the body becomes old
and dies, they return to their original
position. In the Bhagavad-gitii (18.61),
the physical body is compared to a
machine. The soul has its own form, but
he is given a machine, the body, which
he uses to wander throughout the universe, attempting to enjoy himself.
Hayagriva dasa: Aquinas thought that
one should not try to restrict scriptures
to one meaning, that it belongs to the
dignity of divine scripture to contain
many meanings in one text so that, in
this way, the scripture may be appropriate to the various understandings of
men.
Srila Prabhupiida: The meaning of
scripture is one. It is the interpretations
that are different. In the Bible it is stated
that God created the universe, and that
is a fact. One may conjecture that the
universe was created out of some chunk
or whatever, but we should not interpret
scripture in this way . We present
Bhagavad-gitii As It Is, without interpretation or motive. We cannot change
the words of God. Unfortunately, many
interpreters have spoiled the God consciousness of society.
Hayagriva dasa : Aquinas says that the
scriptures may contain many meanings
according to one's degree of realization.
Srila Prabhupada: No. No one should
interpret the words of scripture. "Interpretation" means " change." Man
is imperfect, so how can he change the
words of God? If the words are changed,
there will be doubt whether they are
spoken by God or by an imperfect person. As soon as you interpret or change
the scripture, the scripture loses its authority. Then another man will come and
interpret things in his own way. Another
will come and then another, and in this
way the original purport of the scripture
is lost.
Hayagriva dasa: Aquinas believed that
it is not possible to see God in this life.
He writes, "God cannot be seen in His
essence by one who is merely man, except he be separated from this mortal
life.... The divine essence cannot be

known through the nature of material
things."
Srila Prabhupada: What does he mean
by "divine essence"? For us, God's
divine essence is personal. When one
cannot conceive of the Personality of
Godhead, he sees the impersonal feature everywhere. When one advances
further, he sees God as the Paramiitmii
[Supersoull within his heart. That is the
result of yogic meditation. Finally, if one
is truly advanced, he can see God face to
face. When Kr$r:ta came, people saw Him
face to face. Christians accept Christ as
the son of God, and when he came,
people saw him face to face. Does
Aquinas think that Christ is not the
divine essence of God?
Hayagriva dasa: For a Christian, Christ
must be the divine essence incarnate.
Srila Prabhupada: And didn't many
people see him? Then how can Aquinas
say that God cannot be seen?
Hayagriva dasa: This seems to be contradictory. It's difficult to tell whether or
not Aquinas is basically an impersonalist
or a personalist.
Sril a Prabhupada: That means he is
speculating.
Hayagri va dasa: Aquinas writes about
the personal feature of God in this way:
"Because God's nature has all perfection, every kind of perfection should be
attributed to Him. Every individual with
rational nature is spoken of as a person,
and since the dignity of divine nature
certainly surpasses every other nature, it
is entirely suitable to speak of God as a
person." Aquinas is no more specific
than this. Concerning the nature of the
personality of God, the Church fathers
have never been more specific.
Srila Prabhupada: Christ is accepted as
the son of God, and if the son can be
seen, why ca n't God the father be seen?
If Christ is the son of God, who is God?
In the Bhagavad-gitii (10.8) Kr$r:ta says,
aham sarvasya prabhavab: "Everything is
emanating from Me." Christ says that he
is the son of God, and this means that he
emanates from God. Just as he has his
personality, God also has His personal ity. Thus we refer to Kr$r:ta as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Hayagri va dasa: Concerning God's
names, Aquinas felt that the less determinate God's name, the more universal
and absolute it is. He therefore believed
that the most proper name for God is
"He who is."
Sril a Prabhupada: Why? If God is active and has created the entire universe,
what is wrong with addressing Him according to His activities and attributes?
Hayagriva dasa: Aquinas claims that

the very essence of God is the sheer fact
of His being, the fact that He is.
Srila Prabhupada: He is, certainly, but
"He is" means that He is existing in His
abode with His servants, playmates,
hobbies, and paraphernalia. Everything
is there. We must ask what is the meaning or nature of His being. One of God's
attributes is being. Similarly, one of His
attributes is attraction. God attracts
everything. The word Kmw means "allattractive." What, then, is wrong with
addressing God as Kr$r:ta? Because
Kr~ma is the enjoyer of RadhiiriiQT, His
name is Riidhikii-ramaQa. Because He
exists, He is called the Supreme Being.
In one sense God has no name, but in
another sense He has millions of names
according to His activities.
Hayagriva dasa: It seems that Thomas
Aquinas basically took an impersonalistic stand.
Srila Prabhupada: No. He could not
determine whether God is personal or
impersonal. His inclination was to serve
God as a person, but he had no clear
conception of His personality. Therefore
he speculated.
Hayagriva dasa: In the Vedas, is there
an equivalent to "He who is"?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Om tat sat,
which is impersonal. This mantra,
however, can also be extended to om
namo bhagavate viisudeviiya. The word
viisudeva means " one who lives everywhere" and refers to Bhagaviin, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. God is
both personal and impersonal, but the
impersonal feature is secondary. According to Bhagaviin Sri Kr$r:ta in the
Bhagavad-gitii (14.27):

brahmatzo hi prati~fhiiham
amrtasyiivyayasya ca
siisvatasya ca dharmasya
sukhasyaikiintikasya ca
"And 1 am the basis of the impersonal
Brahman, which is the constitutional
position of ultimate happiness, and
which is immortal, imperishable, and
eternal." What purport did I write to that
verse?
Hayagriva dasa: " The constitution of
Brahman is immortality, imperishability,
eternity, and happiness. Brahman is the
beginning of transcendental realization.
Parami:itmii, the Supersoul, is the second
stage in transcendental reali zation, and
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
the ultimate realization of the Absolute
Truth" [Bhagavad-gitii As It Is, 14.27
purport].
Srila Prabhupada: That is the divine
essence in full.
0
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HOW TO UPLIFT THE UNFORTUNATE?

Wherever you go-India, America, and points between-you find certain people who seem to be
getting less of life's pleasures and more of its pains. What's the solution? Increase public aid?
Provide better job opportunities? Demand equal rights? After reading an article on the plight of
India's "untouchables" (Harijans), Tarnal Kr~oa Gosvami wrote to the author about the real solution. It's education-but not just any education ...
14 April 1977

Dear Professor Parmar,
I read with keen interest your article
"1 00 Million Harijans* Seek A New
Messiah" in the Bombay Sunday Standard, April 10, 1977. I can certainly appreciate your compassion for the suffering of so many unfortunate people. In
view of the new government's interest in
taking knowledge from the Vedas to help
find solutions to the many problems India faces, I thought you might find the
following illuminating as well as helpful.
The Harijan movement was started by
Mohandas Gandhi. Seeing the suffering
of millions of "untouchables," Gandhi
thought to elevate them in their own
eyes and in the eyes of others by designating them "Harijans." The actual
definition of Harijan is "a person (jana)
who has been elevated to the position of
associating with the Supreme ( Hari). "
An actual Harijan, therefore, is a saint, a
great personality. But since Gandhi has
popularized the term to indicate the
"untouchable" class, and since you have
used it in the same sense, I will also use
it in that way.
Unfortunately, Gandhi ' s rubberstamping has not actually improved the
Harijans' condition, as you have so
thoroughly pointed out in your article:
"The Indian government has launched
numerous projects and schemes, allocating more than Rs. 3,200 crores [about
$3.5 billion} in Five-year Plans, for the
welfare and amelioration of Harijans.
However, all efforts to raise their status
and improve their living conditions by
granting special rights-social, economic, political-have not made any significant impact on their condition of life. "
Thus neither Gandhiji, Dr. Ambedkar, nor any other leader has succeeded in uplifting the Harijans. Why?
Because they have not properly understood the real cause for man's suffering.
On this point we can get insight from the
Bhagavad-gitii, where Lord Kmta explains to Arjuna, "While speaking
learned words, you are mourning for
what is not worthy of grief. Those who
•India's " untouchables": the poorcst.least educated
members of society.
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are wise lament neither for the living nor
the dead . ... As the embodied soul continually passes. in this body, from boyhood to youth to old age, the soul
similarly passes into another body at
death. The self-realized soul is not bewildered by such a change" (Bhagavadgitii, 2.11,13).
We have to understand that the self is
not the outer body but the soul withinand that at death the self transmigrates
to another body, according to the way he
has lived his life. This understanding is
the beginning of the solution to India's
Harijan problem. The government
leaders and all their planning commissions have applied themselves only to
the outward body, not to the soul within
the body. Therefore, measures meant
for the upliftment of the Harijans have
fallen short of the mark; they have
aimed at adjusting some physical or
mental situation , but they have ignored
I he needs of the self. All the land grants,
work plans, and defense forces (as well
as the other economic, social, and political arrangements that you have suggested) will be of no use until India's
leaders concern themselves with not
only the body but also the soul within
the body.
In your article you have asked, " Who
are these Harijans? What is their origin ?
What sins did they commit so that they
should be permanently persecuted?
There are no authentic answers to these
basic questions. " If you don't know the
answers to these questions about the

Harijans, then how can you expect the
solutions which you have suggested to
work?
Actually, there are authentic answers
to these questions, and they have been
known to authorities like Svayambhuva
Manu, Narada Muni, Lord Siva, the
Kumaras, Sri Kapiladeva, Prahlada, and
so many others. All of these great personalities have themselves taken instruction from Lord Kr~ma (Hari) , and
therefore they are the real Harijans. This
instruction is still available in the
Bhagavad-gitii, and if you take it exactly
as Lord Kr~l)a spoke it, then you too can
become a genuine Harijan and help to
elevate the one hundred million socalled Harijans.
You have asked about the origin of
these "untouchable" Harijans. For the
answer we need merely turn to the
Bhagavad-gitii: " The living entity in material nature follows the ways of life, enjoying the three modes of nature. This is
due to his association with that material nature. Thus he meets with good
and evil amongst various species"
(Bg. 13.22) . This verse describes how
one is forced by the laws of nature to
take birth in a particular species of life.
One's birth is not a matter of chance. As
Kr$1)a explains in the Bhagavad-gitii
(2.22), the soul changes bodies just as a
man changes his dress, and this change
is due to one's attachment to a particular
mode of material nature. As long as one
is captivated by the allurements of material nature, he has to change bodies.

And at the time of death, the extent of
his desire to lord it over matter determines what kind of body he will have in
his next life, and how much he will suffer
or enjoy. This is nature's law. Whether
we believe in it or not, we still are controlled by it. We also may not believe in
the laws of the government, but if we
violate them we have to suffer. How
much more stringent, then, are the laws
of God.
If India's government leaders are ignorant of God's laws, how can they uplift
the citizens? A government may be
powerful, but it is not so powerful that it
can proter.t its citizens from the results of
sinful activities performed in previous
lives. Though you may award all kinds of
privileges to the Harijans in an effort to
counteract their sufferings , those
benefits will be of little avail. Lord Kr~Qa
says, "This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material
nature, is very difficult to overcome"
(Bg. 7 .14). This verse explains why the
position of the Harijan community as a
whole has not significantly changed.
Who is checking them from improving?
Neither the government, nor social
pressures, nor economic impediments.
(No one prevented Dr. Ambedkar and
Jagjivan Ram from rising to leadership.)
No. The checking is from within, and
from the modes of material nature. This
is explained in the Bhagavad-gitii, in a
verse I have already quoted: "The living
entity in material nature follows the ways
of life, enjoying the three modes of material nature. This is due to his association with that material nature. Thus he
meets with good and evil amongst
various species" (Bg. 13.22). In the
fourteenth chapter of the Gitii, Lord
Kr~Qa further explains: "Material nature
consists of the three modes-goodness,
passion, and ignorance. When the living
entity comes into contact with nature, he
becomes conditioned by these modes."
Association is very strong. It is just like
an infection: when you contact germs,
you must suffer disease. Similarly, if you
associate with the lower qualities of material nature (passion and ignorance),
then you must suffer accordingly.
To the civil libertarian all this may
seem very unjust-that one man is condemned to sweep the latrines, while
another sits comfortably in his whitecollar job, working in the government
offices. And out of sentiment, suppose
you enact some legislation to adjust this
imbalance. By your legislation you may
arbitrarily elevate ten percent of all the
sweepers to jobs in the government
offices, but the result will be chaos. A
dog may be placed on the king's throne,
but toss him an old shoe and he' ll jump
down to chew it. Similarly, by legislation

you may appoint anyone to a high position, but if he is not qualified, his nature
will betray him and he will do only nonsense. The current world political scene
sufficiently demonstrates this.
Actually, the kind of work a person
does is directly related to the modes of
nature affecting him. As Lord Kr~Qa
states in the Bhagavad-gitii, "According
to the modes of material nature and the
work ascribed to them, the four divisions
of human society were created by Me"
(Bg. 4.13). And in the eighteenth
chapter: "Briihmal)as, k$atriyas, vaisyas
and sudras (intellectuals, administrators,
merchants or agriculturalists, and laborers) are distinguished by their qualities
of work, 0 chastiser of the enemy, in accordance with the modes of nature"
(Bg. 18.41 ).
Thus the tendency of a particular man
towards a particular type of work is
determined solely by the modes of material nature which he has acquired-not
by political, social, or economic
pressures. This statement by Lord K\$Qa
may bring rancor to the hearts of the
modern-day libertarians , who are
demanding equality for all. But we must
discern whether everyone actually
deserves equality. No one can be more
fair than Kr~Qa : He is equally disposed to
all creatures (Bg. 9.24) and He claims all
living entities as His children (Bg. 14.4).
So when Kr$1Ja designates one person as
an intellectual (briihmana) and another
as a laborer (siidra), He is not doing so
out of prejudice; He is simply describing
their karma and gu~1a-their work and
the particular modes of nature that affect
them. Kr$1Ja never mentions birth as a
consideration, though some selfishly
motivated individuals have used this
argument of birth to justify their falsely
elevated position above those of supposedly lower birth. Undeniably, this
misconception has caused hatred for the
caste system, or var~1iisrama system, and
cries for abolishment are now being
heard from all sides. But if the eyes are
diseased, they should be cured, not
plucked out. Similarly, the caste system
should be properly established on the
basis of the Bhagavad-gitii's teachings; it
should not be abolished.
Actually, in this age everyone is born a
siidra (kalau siidra sambha viib). It is only
by proper education that someone may
rise to the position of a briihmal)a. For as
we have already seen, a brahmal)a is
know n by his qualification, not by his
birth. (My father may be a high-court
judge, but that does not qualify me to be
a high-court judge.) Though everyone is
born a siidra in this age, everyone is also
free to cultivate the qualities of a
briihmal)a. These qualities are listed in
the Bhagavad-gitii as peacefulness, self-

control, austerity, purity, tolerance,
honesty, wisdom, knowledge, and
religiousness. But to call someone who
has not developed these qualities a
brahmal)a or a Harijan is simply rubberstamping.
Kr~Qa, the original Messiah of all
Harijans, openly invites everyone: "0
son of Prtha, those who take shelter of
Me, though they be of lower birth women, vaisyas (merchants) , as well as
siidras (workers) -can approach the
supreme destination" (Bg. 9.32). By
proper education and association, anyone-no matter how degraded his
birth-can attain to the highest position.
K\$Qa also says,
brahma-bhiitab prasannatma
na SOCati na kank$ati
samab sarve$U bhtite$U
mad-bhaktim labhate pariim

"One who is transcendentally situated at
once realizes the Supreme Brahman. He
never laments, nor does he desire to
have anyth ing. He is equally disposed to
every living entity. In that state he attains pure devotional service unto Me"
(Bg. 18.54). Since God is full, a living
entity engaged in God's service (in
Kr~D a consciousness) also becomes fully
satisfied by self-realization.
There is no doubt that the one
hundred million Harijans deserve to become happy. They are feeling frustration
because they lack a qualified leader. We
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (a society dedicated to
living by the teachings of the Bhagavadgitii) are prepared to take responsibility
for all one hundred million Harijans and
guide them to the highest perfection of
life. The founder and iicarya of our
movement, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, has
in the last e leven years successfully
uplifted hundreds of thousands of unfortunate souls worldwide to the platform of
Kr$Da conscious.ness. By K\$1)a's grace, I
happen to be Srila Prabhupada's personal secretary, and it is by his direction
that I write this letter. He read your article, and feeling great concern for the
welfare of the Harijan community, herequested me to write to you and invite
you to meet with us at our headquarters
at J uhu, Bombay, for practical discussions. If you are actually sincere in your
desire to uplift the Harijans, please do
not miss this opportunity.
Yours faithfu lly,
Tarnal Kr!?Qa Gosvami
(Personal Secretary to His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupiida)
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THE DEM ONS
AMO NG US
"There are always two kinds of living beings in the creationthe divine and demonic. But a demon need not be a huge
monster with ten heads and a thousand arms, nor a little red
fiend with a pitchfork. In fact, the demons who live among us
generally appear quite ordinary."
by JAYADVAITA DASA
Demons exist-millions of them. And they live among us,
mostly unrecognized, wherever we go. Who are they? What
are they like? How do they exhibit their powers, and how can
we be safe from their influence? These are the questions we
shall deal with in this article.
The answers will not be invented fi ctions, the products of
fanciful philosophical speculations conjured up out of the
mind. Nor shall we waste our time recounting tales of chainclanking ghosts and spirits. The analysis you are about to read
will be a scientific presentation based on the words of Lord Sri
Kr$~a. the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as spoken thousands of years ago and recorded in the Sanskrit language in the
book known as the Bhagavad-gitii. You may find this analysis
enlightening, or, indeed, depending on your sympathies, you
may find it offensive. You may accept it or reject it. Our only
requ est is that you open the gates of your mind and allow
these ancient ideas to enter for your thoughtful consideration.

mination. These are all spiritual qualities that anyone can
appreciate. Other good qualities are compassion, tranquility,
renunciation, vigor, forgiveness, and fortitude. A good person
should also be free from anger, greed, envy, and the passion
for honor. Purification of one's existence, cultivation of spiritual knowledge, aversion to faultfinding, and study of the
revealed scriptures are also good qualities. According to the
Bhagavad-gitii, these are the best human qualities. Anyone
decorated with even a few of them could well be considered
saintly or godly; therefore they are called divine qualities.
The demonic qualities are just the opposite. Arrogance,
pride, anger, conceit, harshness, ignorance-these qualities
indicate a demonic person. Such persons are averse to the
principles of religion and to the cultivation of spiritual knowledge. They are lustful, and they think that life's only aim is to
gratify the senses. They are unclean , dishonest, envious, and
mischievous. Such are the qualities that degrade the demons.

The Divine and the Demonic

The Killers of the Soul

There are always two kinds of living beings in the creationthe divine and the demonic. Just as every state has two kinds
of citizens- those who abide by the laws and those who do
not-the state of the universe is filled with two kinds of living
beings: those who abide by its natural laws and those who try
to defy them. The former are called divine; the latter,
demonic.
In other words, a demon need not be a huge monster with
ten heads and a thousand arms, nor a little red fiend with a
pitchfork. Of course, there may very well be demons with grotesque features and supernatural powers, but the demons who
live among us generally appear quite ordinary. Your mailman
might be a demon. So might your grocer, your congressman,
or anyone else you know. For that matter, so might you.
How, then, can we tell whether a person is divine or
demonic? By observing his qualities. The Bhagavad-gitii
clearly explains which qualities are divine and which demonic.
The good qualities include truthfulness, fearlessness, charity,
self-con trol, austerity, and simplicity. They also include nonviolence, cleanliness, gentleness, modesty, and steady deter-

The isopani$ad further explains the demon' s nature-and
his fate-as follows:
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asuryii niima te lokii
andhena ramasiivrtii~l
riims re pretyiibhigacchanti
ye ke ciirma-hano janii~l
"The killer of the soul, whoever he may be, must enter into
the planets known as the worlds of the faithless, full of darkness and ignorance" (Sri iSopani$ad3).
This verse describes the demons as iirma-hana, killers of the
soul. How is that? According to the Bhagavad-gitii, the soul is
eternal and can never be killed. Even when the temporary
body dies, the soul continues to exist (na hanyare hanyamiine
5arire). So how can anyone be a " killer of the soul"? The
answer is also in the Bhagavad-gitii: when the eternal soul
idenrljieshimselfwith the temporary body, he becomes subject
to repeated birth and death. Therefore, when one does not
cultivate spiritual understanding, when he does not try to free

FEDERAL DEPAR.TMENT
OF

C£NETIC RESEARCH

_3
Demons think everything in the world is a product of the
random attraction of various material bodies. Abandoning logic and good sense, they say that order, by chance,
arises from disorder, and that life springs spontaneously
from matter.
the eternal soul-himself-from the cycle of repeated birth
and death, he becomes a killer of the soul. He is killing himself
by refusing to accept spiritual instruction about the soul and
how it can be liberated from material bondage.
Achieving liberation from birth and death is not difficult,
but one must take guidance from a bona fide, self-realized
spiritual master who has understood the Absolute Truth. This
Truth is conveyed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Himself in the Bhagavad-gitli and other revealed Vedic scriptures, and the bona fide spiritual master presents this Truth
without any change or interpretation. Any deviation from the
literal meaning of the scriptures makes a so-called spiritual
master disqualified. If one learns the science of spiritual
understanding from the Vedic scriptures with the help of a
bona fide, Kr~Qa-conscious spiritual master, one can cease
identifying himself with his material body and make swift
progress on the path of self-realization.
Identifying oneself (the soul) with the body is the great
mistake of modern civilization, and it represents the grossest
ignorance- ignorance of one's real identity as a spiritual
being. The root cause of this ignorance is the demonic mentality-or, in other words, the refusal to accept the principles
of spiritual consciousness found in the revealed Vedic scriptures. These scriptures explain that the spirit soul receives the
gift of a human body only after passing through 8,400,000
species of life in the evolutionary cycle. In lower forms of life,
our consciousness is undeveloped, and we are therefore unable to inquire about spiritual realization. In the human form,
however, we have sufficient intelligence to understand our
spiritual identity, and this is our primary responsibility. But

one who adamantly refuses to accept this responsibility must be
termed a killer of the soul and a demon.
The Blind Leaders
Unfortunately, our modern materialistic civilization is filled
with so-called leaders who are devoid of spiritual knowledge
and who refuse to take guidance from genuine spiritual authorities. Such leaders are blind in the truest sense, and
therefore both they and their blind followers waste their time
in a hopeless, meaningless struggle to be happy by gratifying
the senses of the temporary material body. In defiance of
God's laws for spiritual life in harmony with the laws of
nature, such leaders encourage all sorts of sinful activities,
such as gambling, intoxication, meat eating, and illicit sex. As
a result they make civilization hellish, and in their next lives
both they and their followers are thrown into hellish planets.
Such leaders should certainly be known as demons.
The Bhagavad-gitli further explains:
pravrttim ca nivrttim ca
janli na vidur lisurli~l
na saucam nlipi clicliro
na satyaril te~u vidyate

"Those who are demonic do not know what is to be done and
what is not to be done. Neither cleanliness nor proper
behavior nor truth is found in them" (Bhagavad-gitli 16.7).
Because demons do not know what to do and what not to
do, they become involved in unclean dealings. For example,
the highest elected official in the world's most influential
country was recently implicated in all sorts of dirty dealings intended to increase his own wealth and power. And even after
his dirty tricks were brought to light, he refused to admit the
truth. As clearly indicated in the Bhagavad-gitli, these are
classic symptoms of a demonic personality. As long as such
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demons fa lsely occupy responsible government posts, the
people in general will not be peaceful, prosperous, or happy.
Cleanliness and truthfulness are basic principles of proper
behavior. Unless one is clean and truthful , how can he qualify
as a political, religious, or intellectual leader? And this purity
must be more than just skin deep. Anyone who bathes
regu larly with soap and water may be considered superficially
clean, but one must also be clean within. In other words, one's
heart must be free from the dirt of lust, greed, envy, false
pride, anger, and so on. Because of these material contaminations, one thinks that his body is his self and that temporary
material possessions and arrangements for bodily comfort will
actually satisfy him. This spiritual blindness disqualifies one
for leadership of any kind.
To cleanse the heart of all misconceptions, the Vedic authorities recommend that one chant the holy names of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, especially as fou nd in the
maha-mantra-Hare Kr~l)a, Hare Kr~l)a, Kr~l)a Kr~l)a, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
Also, one should live in accordance with Lord Kr~l)a' s instructions in the Bhagavad-gita. Kr~l)a , the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the Absolute Truth, and therefore one
who follows His instructions is truthful in the deepest sense.
Thus, by avoiding the four great sins (meat eating, illicit sex,
intoxication, and gambling), by chanting God's names, and
by following the Bhagavad-gita 's instructio ns, a G odconscious leader can fulfill his responsibility to the general
mass of people, who are his wards.
The real duty of a government leader is to govern in such a
way that everyone has both proper employment and the opportunity to advance spiritually. Without favoring o ne
religious sect over another, the government must nevertheless foster God consciousness as vigorously as possible. T hat
will make for a happy and contented citizenry, free from the

A Hopeful Note
by Jagajivana disa

If scientists and political leaders become Godconscious, they can do tremendous good for all of
society. So what we are bemoaning is simply the sickness that today's scientists and political leaders are
suffering from. We might call it "demon disease" -the
compulsion to deny and decry the existence and
superintendence of the Supreme Lord.
In real ity, as Lord Krl?oa confirms in the Bhagavadgita, all living beings are part and parcel of Him. The
reason we're here in this material world in the first place
is that we have forgotten our intimate relationship with
the Lord. So in the strict philosophical sense of the
Bhagavad-gita, all of us are demons-unless and until
we reconcile ourselves with Krl?Qa by again taking up
our devotional service to Him. In other words, all of us
are really the Lord's devotees, but for now we're playing
the role of demons. Many people are open to reconciling themselves with Krl?oa and giving up the demonic
role, but sad to say, at the present moment our scientists, philosophers, and political leaders are not only
holding on to the role but also playing it quite convincingly-and as a result the whole world is in chaos.
Actually, our cultural and political leaders can end the
chaos and use their professions for everyone's benefit,
if they learn the secret. In his English rendering of ancient India's Srimad-Bhagavatam, His Divine Grace
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degrading activities of meat eating, illicit sex, intoxication,
and gambling. Unfortunately, because demonic leaders reject
the principles of God consciousness put forth in the revealed
scriptures, the world must bear the burde n of corrupt governments in which self-interested politicians exploit the populace.
The Godless Scientists
Demons oppose God consciousness in all respects- even to
the extent of concocting their own atheistic philosophies. The
Bhagavad-gitti explains:
asatyam aprati~rham te
j agad tihur anisvaram
aparaspara-sambhutam
kim anyat ktima-haitukam

" T he demons say that this world is unreal, that there is no
foundation, and that there is no God in control. T hey believe
it is produced of sex desire, and has no cause other than lust"
(Bg. 16.8).
This material world, with all its complex details, is itself
irrefutable evidence of the e xistence of God. From the grand
arrangement of the stars and planets dow n to the intricate
workings of the atom, the affairs of the material world are so
perfectly planned that they couldn't possibly exist without the
supervision of a higher inte lligence. Unwilling to acknowledge
that supreme intelligence, however, the demons conjure up
various philosophical theories to deny the obvious.
The chief offe nders in this respect are the materialistic
scientists, who misuse their God-given intelligence to contend
that there is no God in control of the cosmic manifestation.
T hey have many theories about the creation of the universeall of them fantastic, and all of them foolish and implausible.
According to one such theo ry, everything began from a

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada makes it an
open secret:
"Human intellect is developed for advancement of
learning in art. science, philosophy, physics, chemistry,
psychology, economics, politics, and so forth. By culture
of such knowledge the human society can attain perfection of life. This perfection of life culm inates in the
realization of the Supreme Being, Vil?t:JU [Krl?oa1 ...
(Bhag. 1.5.22 purport).
How can our cultural and political leaders help us all
to come to the perfection of life ?
"Philosophy and science should be engaged to
establish the glory of the Lord. Advanced people are
eager to understand the Absolute Truth through the
medium of science, and therefore a great scientist
should endeavor to prove the existence of the Lord on a
scientific basis. Similarly, philosophical speculations
should be utilized to establish the Supreme Truth as
sentient and all-powerful. Similarly, all other branches
of knowledge should always be engaged in the service
of the Lord . . . (Bhag. 1.5.22 purport).
"The political leader is the representative of the
Supreme Lord, and therefore his interest must be identical with that of the Supreme Lord. The Supreme Lord
wants all living beings to be obedient to Him and
thereby become happy. Therefore the pol itical leader's
interest is to guide all citizens back to the kingdom of
God. Hence the activities of the citizens should be so
coordinated that they can at the end go back home.

concentrated mass of gases. According to another, everything
began from atomic interactions. Other theories postulate that
vast clouds of cosmic dust coagulated to form planets. But
where have the gases, the atoms, or the cosmic dust come
from? The demons cannot answer. And no wonder! As the
Encyclopedia Britannica admits, "It should be emphasized that
no theory of the origin of the solar system has as yet won
general acceptance. All involve highly improbable assumptions. But the difficulty is in trying to find a theory with any
degreee of probability at all." Thus, with such "highly improbable" theories the demons try to deny God as the origin
and controller of the universe.
The Bhagavad-gitii emphasizes not only that the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Kr~l)a , has generated the material
elements, but also that He controls the material nature in all
phases of creation, maintenance, and dissolution. But despite
their sharp, inquisitive minds, the materialistic scientists cannot understand this fact, because their so-called intelligence
has been stolen by illusion. As Kr~Qa says in the Bhagavadgitii, "The foolish demons, who are the lowest among men, do
not surrender to Me, for their intelligence has been plundered
by My illusory energy" (Bg. 7.15).
Having failed to concoct any plausible theory to discredit
the Supreme Personality of Godhead as the origin of the universe, the demonic scientists (as if to add insult to injury) also
put forward godless propaganda about the origin of life. Abandoning logic and good sense, the demons say that order, by
chance, arises from disorder, and that life springs spontaneously from matter. For example, according to one
scenario for the creation of life, billions of years ago the earth
spun off from the sun. Over many millions of years, the earth
gradually cooled, and various elements interacted to create
the earth's atmosphere and oceans. By chance some of these
elements formed a " primordial chemical broth" of amino

back to Godhead ..." (Bhag. 1.4.13 purport).
In practical terms, scientists and philosophers as well
as writers, dramatists, poets, artists, and musicians
should keep themselves and the rest of the populace
merged in the ecstasy of hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord-through learned dissertations, narratives, plays, poems, paintings, and songs. After all, the
one special quality that makes human culture different
from animal culture is that human culture can be filled
with God consciousness, with remembrance of Kr~Qa.
Whereas animals can remember only their bodily
demands (eating, sleeping, mating, and defending),
human beings can remember the Lord and thus go
back to Him at the time of death. So scientists, philosophers, and men of the arts should help us to remember
Kr~Qa during life and, at life's end. go back to Godhead.
For their part. political leaders should knock away the
four pillars of sinful life-meat eating, illicit sex, intoxication, and gambling-and such attendant atrocities as
cow killing and abortion. In that way they will free the
populace from the terrible karmic reactions to these
sinful activities-namely epidemics, droughts, famines,
and wars. On the positive side, political leaders should
see to it that the citizens live in harmony with natureeach person taking only his quota and thus being
assured of both receiving his quota and going back to
Godhead. To put it simply, our cult!Jral and political
leaders should be Kr~Qa conscious-then they can
make all of our lives both peaceful and successful.

acids. Then, again by chance, various kinds of radiation
stimulated this broth to give rise to organic chemicals, such as
proteins. As a result of further coincidences too complicated
to explain here, these proteins (with a little help from some
accidental thunderbolts, or some other unknown cause)
finally changed into living organisms.
This is supposed to be a highly evolved, sophisticated
theory-made possible by the latest advances in scientific
knowledge-but in fact it is the same demonic philosophy described in the Bhagavad-giui five thousand years ago:
aparaspara-sambhtita m kim anyat kiima-haitukam: " The
demons believe that everything in this world is a product of
the random attraction of various material bodies" (Bg. 16.8).
Foolish demons, although sometimes honored as great scientists and philosophers, do not properly understand the workings of the material world because they do not know the
difference between matter and spirit. They try to explain
everything in terms of matter, and therefore they are materialists of the most blatant sort.
Even an ordinary person, however, if he uses his common
sense, can see the difference between matter and spirit. For
example, he need only consider the difference between a living body and a dead body. Once our spiritual master, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabbupada, addressed a meeting of students and faculty at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He began by saying,
" This is a great university, and you have many different
departments for study and research-engineering, chemistry,
and so on. But do you know the difference between a living
body and a dead body?" No answer. That was something their
technology hadn' t gotten around to. They had only the haziest
notions: in a dead body the heart isn't beating, the dead body
has stopped breathing, and so on. Huge buildings, thousands
of students, millions of dollars-but no common sense.
The difference between a living body and a dead body, His
Divine Grace explained, is that the living body has consciousness. When a child is born dead, what's missing? All the
organs are intact. All the necessary organic chemicals are present in abundance. Nothing has been ruptured or destroyed.
The cells have not yet begun to deteriorate. Why, then, can't
the dead child be brought back to life? The answer is that consciousness is not a product of matter and is therefore beyond
the purview of material science.
This consciousness, which is the essential, nonmaterial element within the body, can never be understood by a demon.
A doctor may artificially make the heart beat or the lungs
pump air, but he cannot artificially create consciousness.
There is no way that he can inject consciousness into a body
which has died. Consciousness is spiritual, and no one can
ever create it by any combination of material elements.
Of course, the demons may boast that they are "just on the
verge" of creating life, but these are empty words, like the
promise of a bankrupt man to pay a huge sum of money with a
post-dated check. Suppose someone says, " Right now I have
no money, but in a few days I' ll be rich, so let me pay you with
a post-dated check." Will any intelligent person accept it? Of
course not. First get the money, then come back and purchase
what you want. Similarly, why should we believe the so-called
scientists who boast that they can create life? So far, they
haven' t been able to create even an ant or a tiny germ, nor can
they point to even a single instance in which a living organism
has been spontaneously created from matter. Yet they are
proud of their hypothetical explanations of how life came from
matter, and they have the unscientific brashness to boast that
they can create life in their laboratories. It's time for us to stop
accepting these sophisticated braggarts as scientists and recognize them for what they are- demonic rascals who are squandering their God-given intelligence and public-given funds to
fight God consciousness and promote utter materialism as the
Absolute Truth.
@
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J:etters
Dear Brothers,
I salute you for trying to spread
dharma [spiritual practice), and I'll agree
that bhakti-yoga [devotional service to
God] is the most effective means in this
age. But it saddens me to see you
butchering the concepts of the yogic
systems so much. This is not ancient India (thank God) and it is fruitless to try
to make it so.
The Vedas don't really disagree with
modern science. Most real scientists are
searching for truth, and they will agree
that our present science is not perfect or
complete. Those who say they know it all
are just as pigheaded as those who say
that some ten-thousand-year-old, incomplete book is the Absolute Truth .
Mind you , I' m not running down yo ur
beliefs, because they're based on fact.
But the modern sciences are also gifts of
God and are based on tru th. We do n' t
need to fight or argue; let'sjust share the
love.
Namaskara,
Chandresvar

Dear Cbandresvar,
How in the world can you say that the
Vedas don't really disagree with modern
science? First of all, modern science says
the moon is closer to the earth than the
sun is, whereas the Vedas clearly say that
the sun is closer (please see the SrimadBhiigavatam, F ifth Canto, Chapter 22).
Similarly, modern science generally
holds that life arises from the interactions of material chemicals, whereas the
Vedas say that life is eternal - that it is
never destroyed or created-and that it
emanates from the Supreme Life, the
Personality of Godhead. Also, modern
scientists almost universally believe in
Darwin's theory of evolution, which the
Vedas unequivoca lly reject. If these
aren ' t disagreements, we don't know
what are.
We would agree with you that real
sc ientis ts are searching for truth.
However, we must point out that the
supreme tru th is spiritual. With our material vision we cannot see the truth,
even if we look through the most power-
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ful microscopes and telescopes for
millions and billions of years. One can't
find spiritual truth through material
science, any more than one can find the
stars by digging in the ground. As stated
in the Bhagavad-gita, pasyantijfiiina-cak$U$ti: one can see the truth only by
developing eyes of knowledge, or spiritual vision. As you have correctly stated,
bhakri-yoga is the most effective means
in this age (and, the Vedas say, in any
age) for developing this spiritual vision.
Therefore bhakti-yoga is the real science,
and one who is following the path of
bhakri is the real scientist.
The Kr~Qa consciousness movement
is presenting the science of bhakti-yoga
exactly as it is found in the Vedic
literature. (If common misconceptions
about yoga get butchered along the way,
so much the better.) T his is the actual
method of spreading dharma. That we
are not in ancient India doesn' t matter:
the truth is the truth. In India or
America, millions of years ago or today,
the truth is the same.
In one sense every living being is
searching for truth. The philosopher
searches for truth in books and in the
mind; the drunkard searches for truth in
the barroom; the hog searches for truth
in the garbage. But if one wants to know
the highest truth (param satyam) , one
must look for it by following the highest
method of inquiry. Since you have
already accepted that the highest, most
effective method is bhakti-yoga, you
need only follow this method as it is, with
the help of a bona fide spiritual master,
and your success is assured. Bhakti-yoga
is the yoga of love - love for God, or
Km1a. Unlike modern scientists, God is
perfect and complete, and whatever He
says is also perfect and complete.
Therefore, if we accept the process of
bhakti-yoga as explained by God Himself
in the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, we will
surely be able to understand the highest
truth and share the highest love.
Sincerely yours,
The Editors
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Srila Prabhupada SpeaRs Out
On "Science" and "Belief"
The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupdda and one of his disciples was
recorded during an early morning walk in
Perth, Australia.
Devotee: [taking the part of a materialistic scientist] Why do you call
Kr$Qa consciousness a science? lt seems
like it's only a belief.
·
Srila Prabhupiida: Your so -called
science is also belief. If you call your way
science, then our way is also science.
Devotee: But with our science we can
prove our beliefs.
Srila Prabhupiida: Then prove that
chemicals rr.ake life. Your belief is that
life is made from chemicals. So prove it;
then it is science. But you cannot prove
it; therefore it remains a belief.
Devotee: Well, you believe in the soul,
but you can't prove that it exists. Since
we cannot see the soul, we have to conclude that life comes from matter.
·
Srila Prabhupiida: You cannot see the
soul with your gross senses, but it can be
perceived. Consciousness can be perceived, and consciousness is the
symptom of the soul. But if, as you say,
life comes from matter, then you must
demonstrate it by supplying the missing
chemicals to make a dead body live
again. This is my challenge.
Devotee: It will require some time to
find the right chemicals.
Srila Prabhupiida: That means you are
talking nonsense. Your belief is that life
comes from chemicals, but you cannot
_grove it. Therefore, you prove yourself
to be a rascal.
,
Devotee: But you accept Bhagavad-gfta
on faith. How is that scientific? It's only
your belief, isn't that correct?
Srila Prabhupiida: Why isn't it scientific? The Bhagavad-gfta says, anniid
bhavanti bhutani: "All living entities subsist by eating sufficient food grains, and
grains are produced from rain." Is that
belief?
Devotee: That must be true.
Srila Prabhupiida: Similarly, everything in the Bhagavad-gftii is true. If you
think about it carefully, you will find it is
all true. In the Bhagavad-gftii Kr$r:ta says
that in society there must be an inte lligent class of men, the brahma!JaS, who
know the soul and God. That is civilized
man. But where is such a class of men in
today's society?

Devotee: There are many rabbis,
priests, and ministers.
Srila Prabhupiida: But what do they
know about God? Just try to see this
one point clearly. There is a supreme
authority. You are not independent;
therefore, you have to accept that a
supreme authority exists. But you do not
know who that supreme authority is. So
if you do not know the supreme authority, what is the value of your knowledge? Suppose a man does not know
about the government of his country.
What kind of man is he? He is simply a
third-class man, a rascal. A civilized man
knows about his country's government.
Similarly, there is a government of the
whole universe, but if you do not know
it, you are a third-class, uncivilized man.
Therefore, Lord Kr$r:ta teaches in the
Bhagavad-gfta that in human society
there must be an inte lligent class of men,
who know God and who understand the
whole universal management-how it is
running under the order of God. We
Kr$r:ta conscious devotees know these
things. Therefore we are civilized.
Devotee: But the Bhagavad-gftii was
written five thousand years ago, so it
doesn't pertain to today.
Srila Prabhupiida: The Bhagavad-gftii
was not written five thousand years ago:
it was already there. lt has always existed. Do you study the Bhagavad-gitii?
Devotee: Yes.
Srila Prabhupiida: Then where do you
find in the Bhagavad-gita that it was written five thousand years ago? It was first
spoken more than 120 million years ago

(imam vivasvate yogam proktavan aham
avyayam). Kr$Qa says, "I spoke this
science to Vivasvan more than 120
million years ago." You do not know
this? What kind of reader of the
Bhagavad-gfta are you? The Bhagavadgftii is avyayam-it is eternally existing.
So how can you say it was written five
thousand years ago? [Srila Prabhupada
points to the rising sun with his cane.]
Here we see the sun is just rising. But it
is always there, in space. The Bhaga vadgftii is like that: it is eternal truth. When
the sun is rising we don't say it is just
now coming into existence. It is always
there, but we can't see it until it rises.
Men used to think that at night the sun
would die, and in the morning a new sun
was created. They also used to believe
the earth was flat. This is your scientific
knowledge: every day a new opinion.
Devotee: This means that we are discovering the truth.
Srila Prabhupiida: No. It means you do
not know what the truth is. You are only
speculating. Now you accept something
as true, but after a few days you say it is
not true. And you call this science!
Devotee: Yes, you're right. Many of the
scientific textbooks that were written just
a few years ago are outdated now.
Srila Prabhupiida: And the scientific
books you are now using will be useless
in a few years. This is your science.
Devotee: But at least what we know now
is more true than what we knew before,
and if we keep trying we will know more.
Srila Prabhupiida: This means you are
always in ignorance. But the Bhagavadgftd is not like that. Kr$Qa says to Arjuna,
"I first instructed this science 120
million years ago, and today I am teaching you the same thing." That is scientific knowledge. The truth is always the
same, but you scientists are always
changing- "discovering the truth," you
call it. That means you do not know what
truth is.
Devotee: [as himself] The problem is,
everyone is a cheater. Everyone is speculating and presenting his own knowledge
as the truth.
Srila Prabhupiida: Yes, therefore we
have accepted Kr$Qa, the person wh0
does not cheat. And since I am presenting only what Kmta has said, I am also
not a cheater. That is the difference between us and the scientists.
@

T his is the continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, India's great spiritual classic written 5,000 years ago
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First Canto

the material world no one is permanently fortunate, however clever one
may be. There have been so many big empires in different parts of the
world, there have been so many powerful kings all over the world, and
there have been so many fortunate men, but all of them have been liquidated gradually. This is the law of material nature. But spiritually it is
different. According to Brohma-samhiUi, the Lord is served very respectfully by hundreds and thousands of goddesses of fortune. They are
always in a lonely place also with the Lord. But still the association of the
Lord is so inspiringly newer and newer that they cannot quit the Lord for
a moment, even though they are by nature very restless and are moving
about. The spiritual relation with the Lord is so enlivening and resourceful that no one can leave the company of the Lord, once having
taken shelter of Him.
The living beings are by constitution feminine by nature. The male or
enjoyer is the Lord, and all manifestations of His different potencies are
feminine by nature. In the Bhagavad-gitii, the living beings are designated as parii-prakrti, or the superior potency. The material elements are
aparii-prakrti, or inferior potency. Such potencies are always employed
for the satisfaction of the employer , or the enjoyer . The supreme enjoyer
is the Lord Himself, as stated in the Bhagavad-gilii (5.29). The potencies, therefore, when engaged directly in the service of the Lord, revive
the natural color, and thus there is no disparity in the relation of the
potent and potency.
· Generally people engaged in service are always seeking some post
under the government or the supreme enjoyer of the state. Since the
Lord is the supreme enjoyer of everything in or outside the universe, it is
happiness to be employed by Him. Once engaged in the supreme governmental service of the Lord, no living being wishes to be relieved from the
engagement. The highest perfection of human life is to seek some employment under the Lord's supreme service. That will make one extremely happy. One need not seck the moving goddess of fortune without
the relation of the Lord.
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yadyapy asau pa.rioo-gato raho-gatas
tath4pi tasyanghri-yugam navam navam
pade pade kiJ. virameta tat-padac
caldpi yac chrir na jah4ti karhicit
yodi-although; api- certainly; asau-He (Lord Sri IC{~I,la); pdrSvaalone; tatluipi-still;
lllsya- His; anghri-yugam-the feet of the Lord; n.avam n.aoomoewer and newer; pade-step; pade-in every step; kd-who;
virameta-can be detached from; tat-padat - from His feet; caldpimoving; yat-whom; sri~-the goddess of fortune; n.a-never;
iJrdli-quits; karhicit- at any time.

~-just by the side; ro"'*·gata~-exclusively

TEXT 34
TRANSLATION
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Although Lord Sri Kt11lola was constantly by their sides, as well as
adusively alone, His feet appeared to them to be newer and
DeWer. The goddess of fortune, although by nature always r estless
md moving, could not quit the Lord's feet. So what woman can be
dellched from those feet, having once taken sh elter of them?
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evaril nrpd{liim k$iti-bhara-janrnam'i.m
ak$auhir;tibhi~ parivrtta-tejasiim
vi.dh4ya vairam svasano yatluinalam
mitho vadhenoparoto niriiyudhab

PURPORT
Conditioned living beings are always after the favor of the goddess of
fortune, although by nature she is moving from one place to another. In
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evam-thus; nrpd~m-of the kings or administrators; ~iti-bhiira
the burden of the earth; janma/Uim-born in that way; a~auhit_tibhi~
empowered by a military strength of horses, elephants, chariots and infantry; parivrtta-being puffed up by such surroundings; tejasamprowess; vidhiiya-having created; vairam-bostility; Sva.sana~-in
teraction of the wind and the pipe plants; yathii-as it is; ana/am-fire;
mil~-with one anothe.r ; oodhena-by killing them; uparata~
relieved; nirayudha~-by Himself without being a party to such
fighting.

TRANSLATION
The Lord was pacified after killing those kings who were bu.r densome to the earth . They wer e puffed up with their military
strength, their horses, elephants, chariots, infantry, etc. He Himself was not a party in the fight. He simply created hostility between the powerful administrators, and they fought amongst
themselves. He was like the wind which causes friction between
bamboos and so sparks a fire.
PURPORT

As stated above, the living beings arc not factual cnjoyers of things
which are manifested as God's creation. The Lord is the genuine proprietor and enjoycr of everything manifested in His creation. Unfortunately,
influenced by the deluding energy, the living being becomes a false enfoyer under the dictation of the modes of nature. Puffed up by such a
false sense of becoming God, the deluded living being increases his material strength by so many activities and thus becomes the burden of the
earth, so much so that the earth becomes completely uninhabitable by the
sane. This state of affairs is called dharmasya gla{l~ or misuse of the
energy of the human being. When such misuse of human energy is
prominent, the saner living beings become perturbed by the awkward
situation created by the vicious administrators, who are simply burdens
of the earth, and the Lord appears by His internal potency just to save
the saner section of humanity and to alleviate the burden due to the
earthly administrators in different parts of the world. He does not favor
either of the unwanted administrators, but by His potential power He
creates hostility between such unwanted administrators, as the air creates
fire in the forest by the friction of the bamboos. The fire in the forest
takes place automatically by the force of the air , and similarly the
hostility between different groups of politicians takes place by the unseen design of the Lord. The unwanted administrators, puffed up by
false power and military strength, thus become engaged in fighting
amongst themselves over ideological conflicts and so exhaust themselves
of all powers. The history of the world reflects this factual will of the
Lord, and it will continue to he enacted until the living beings are attached to the service of the Lord. In the Bhagaood-gita this fact is very
vividly described (Bg. 7.14). It is said, "The deluding energy is My
potency, and thus it is not possible for the dependent living beings to
supersede the strength of the material modes. But those who take shelter
in Me [the Personality of Godhe:d Sri Kt~l)a] can cross over the gigantic
ocean of material energy." This means that no one can establish peace
and prosperity in the world by fruitive activities or by speculative philosophy or ideology. The only way is to surrender unto the Supreme Lord
and thus become free from the illusion of the deluding energy.
Unfortunately persons who are engaged in destructive work are unable to surrender to the Personality of Godhead. They are all fools of the
first order; they are the lowest of the human species of life; they are robbed of their knowledge, although apparently they seem to be
academically educated. They are all of the demoniac mentality, always
challenging the supreme power of the Lord. Those who are very materialistic, always hankering after material power and strength , are undoubtedly fools of the first order because they have no information of the
living energy, and being ignorant of that supreme spiritual science, they
are absorbed in material science, which ends with the end of the material
body. They are the lowest of human beings because the human life is especially meant for reestablishing the lost relation with the Lord, and they

miss this opportunity by being engaged in material activities. They are
robbed of their knowledge because even after prolonged speculation they
cannot reach to the stage of knowing the Personality of Godhead, the
summum bonum of everything. And all of them are men of demoniac
principle, and they suffer the consequences, as did such materialistic
heroes as Rlv&l)a, Hir81)yaka5ipu, Kamsa and others.
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nara-wke 'sminn
avaliT{IQ~ S'OO-mayaya
reme stri-rotna-krlfastho
bhagavan prakrto yathii

sa

sa~-He (the Supreme Personality of Godhead); e~a~-al1 these;
nara-loke-on this planet of human beings; asmin-on this;
avatrl"(la~ -having appeared; sva-personal, internal; mayaya-cause·
less mercy; reme- enjoyed; stri-ratna- woman who is competent to 1Je.
come a wife of the Lord; krlf<l$tha~-among; bhagaVIin-the Per·
sonality of Godhead; prakrta~-mundane; yathii-as if it were.

TRANSLATION
That Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Kt~J;la, out of His
cau seless mercy, appeared on this planet by His internal potency
and enjoyed Himself amongst competent women as if He were
engaging in mundane affairs.
PURPORT
The Lord married and lived like a householder. This is certainly likea
mundane affair, but when we learn that He married 16,108 wives and
lived with them separately in each and every palace, certainly it is o~
mundane. Therefore, the Lord, living as a householder amongst His
competent wives, is never mundane, and His behavior with them is
never to be understood as mundane sex relation. The women who be·
came the wives of the Lord are certainly not ordinary women, because to
get the Lord as one's husband is the result of many, many millions of
births' tapasya (austerity). When the Lord appears on different lokas, or
planets, or on this planet of human beings, He displays His transcenden·
tal pastimes just to attract the conditioned souls to become His eternal
servitors, friends, parents and lovers respectively in the transcendental
world, where the Lord eternally reciprocates such exchanges of service.
Service is pervertedly represented in the material world and broken un·
timely, resulting in sad experience. The illusioned living being condi·
tioned by material nature cannot understand out of ignorance that all our
relations here in the mundane world are temporary and full of in·
ebrieties. Such relations cannot help us be happy perpetually, hut if the
same relation is established with the Lord, then we are transferred to the
transcendental world after leaving this material body and become eter·
nally related with Him in the relation we desire. The women amongst
whom He lived as their husband are not, therefore, women of this mun·
dane world, but are eternally related with Him as transcendental wives, a
position which they attained by perfection of devotional service. That is
their competency. The Lord is paroril brohma, or the Supreme Per·
sonality of Godhead. Conditioned souls seek after perpetual happiness in
all places- not only on this earth hut also on other planets throughout
the universe-because constitutionally a spiritual spark, as he is, can
travel to any part of God's creation. But being conditioned by the material modes, he tries to travel in space by spacecraft and so fails to reach
his destination. The law of gravitation is binding upon him like tbe
shackles of a prisoner. By other processes he can reach anywhere, but
even if he reaches the highest planet, he cannot attain that perpetual
happiness for which he is searching life after life. When he comes to bis
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senses, however, he seeks after Brahman happiness, knowing it for certain that unlimited happiness, which he is seeking, is never attainable in
the material world. As such, the Supreme Being, Parabrahman, certainly
does not seek His happiness anywhere in the material world. Nor can His
paraphernalia of happiness be found in the material world. He is not impersonal. Because He is the leader and Supreme Being amongst innumerable living beings, He cannot be impersonal. He is exactly like us, and He
has all the propensities of an individual living being in fullness. He marries exactly like us, but His marriage is neither mundane nor limited by
our experience in the conditioned state. His wives, therefore, appear like
mundane women, but factually they are all transcendental liberated
souls, perfect manifestations of internal energy.
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udddma-bhava.-piSunamala-valgu-hasavri#valoka-nihalo rruulano 'pi yasam
sammuhya cdpam ajahdt pramadottamds Ia
yasyendriyaril vimalhiluril kuhakair na seku~
udddma-very grave;
bhdva.-expression; piSuna-exciting;
amala-spotless; va/gu-hasa-beautiful smiling; vri{la-corner of the
eye; aooloka-looking; nihala~-conquered; rruulana~-Cupid (or
amadana-the greatly tolerant Siva); api-also; ydsdm-whose;
sammuhya-being overpowered by; cdpam-:bows; ajahdt-gave up;
prorruula-woman, who maddens; ultamd~-of high grade; 14all; yasya-whose; indriyam-senses; vimalhitum-to perturb;
kuhakai~-by ma.gical feats; no-never; seku~-was able.
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back home back to Godhead, are especially advised by all scriptural instruction to become free from such paraphernalia of material attraction.
And that is possible only by the association of the devotees of the Lord,
who are called the mahatmas. Cupid throws his arrow upon the living
beinga to make them mad after the opposite sex, whether the party is actually beautiful or not. Cupid's provocations are going on, even among
beastly societies who are all ugly-looking in the estimation of the
civilized nations. Thus Cupid's in.fluence is exerted even amongst the
ugliest forms, and what to speak of the most perfect beauties. Lord Siva,
who is considered to be most tolerant, was also struck by Cupid's arrow
because he also became mad after the Mohini incarnation of the Lord and
acknowledged himself to be defeated. Cupid, however, was himself captivated by the grave and exciting dealings of the goddesses of fortune,
and he voluntarily gave up his bow and arrow in a spirit of frustration.
Such was the beauty and attraction of the queens of Lord Kt~Qa. Yet they
could not disturb the transcendental senses of the Lord. This is because
the Lord is all-perfect tUm4rdma, or self-sufficient. He does not require
anyone's extraneous help for His personal satisfaction. Therefore, the
queens could not satisfy the Lord by their feminine attractiveness, but
they satisfied Him by their sincere affection and service. Only by
unalloyed transcendental loving service could they satisfy the Lord, and
the Lord was pleased to treat them as wives in reciprocation. Thus being
satisfied by their unalloyed service only, the Lord reciprocated the service just like a devout husband. Otherwise He had no business becoming
the husband of so many wives. He is the husband of everyone, but to one
who accepts Him as such, He reciprocates. This unalloyed affection for
the Lord is never to be compared to mundane lust. It is purely transcendental. And the grave dealings, which the queens displayed in natural
feminine ways, were also transcendental because the feelings were
expressed out of transcendental ecstasy. It is already explained in the
previous verse that the Lord appeared like a mundane husband, but factually His relation with His wives was transcendental, pure and unconditioned by the modes of material nature.

TRANSLATION
Although the queens' beautiful smiles and furtive glances were
all spotless and exciting, and although they could conquer Cupid
himself by making him give up h is bow in frustr ation, and although even the tolerant Siva could fall victim to them, still,
despite all th eir magical feats and attraction s, they could n ot agitate the senses of the Lor d.

PURPORT
The path of salvation or the path going back to Godhead always forbids
the association of women, and the complete sandtana-dharma or
va17)d$rama-dharma scheme forbids or restricts association with women.
How, then, can one be accepted as the Supreme Personality of Godhead
who is addicted to more than sixteen thousand wives? This question may
be relevantly raised by inquisitive persons really anxious to know about
the transcendental nature of the Supreme Lord. And to answer such
questions, the sages at Naimi~rar;~ya have discussed the transcendental
character of the Lord in this and in following verses. It is clear herein
that the feminine attractive features which can conquer Cupid or even
'the supermost tolerant Lord Siva could not conquer the senses of the
IAlrd. Cupid's business is to invoke mundane lust. The whole universe is
moving being agitated by Cupid's arrow. The activities of the world are
being carried on by the central attraction of male and female. A male is
searching after a mate to his liking, and the female is looking after a
suitable male. That is the way of material stimulus. And as soon as a male
is combined with a female, the material bondage of the living being is at
once tightly interlocked by sex relation, and as a result of this, both the
male's and female's attraction for sweet home, motherland, bodily
offspring, society and friendship and accumulation of wealth becomes
the illusory field of activities, and thus a false but indefatigable attraction
for the temporary material existence, which is full of miseries, is
manifest. Those who are, therefore, on the path of salvation for going

tam ayaril manyate loko
hy asarigam api saliginam
dlmaupamyena manujaril
vy4pr1J.vanaril yalo 'budhafr,
lam-unto Lord K{~Qa; ayam-all these (common men); manyatedo speculate within the mind; loka~-the conditioned souls; hi-certainly; asarigam-unattached; api-in spite of; saliginam-affected;
dtma-self; aupamyena-by comparison with the self; manujam-ordinary man; tryrdp~vdnam- being engaged in; yata~-because;
abudha~-foolish because of ignorance.

TRANSLATION
The common mater ialistic conditioned souls speculate that th e
Lord is one of them. Out of their ignor ance they think that th e
Lord is affected by matter, although He is unattached.

PURPORT
The word abudha~ is significant here. Due to ignoranoe only, the
foolish mundane wranglers misunderstand the Supreme Lord and spread
their foolish im~inations amongst innocent persons by propaganda. The
Supreme Lord Sri Kt~!Ja is the original primeval Personality of Godhead,
and when He was personally present before the eyes of everyone, He displayed full-fledged divine potency in every field of activities. As we have
already explained in the first verse of Srimad-Bhagavalam, He is completely independent to act however He likes, but all His actions are full of
bliss, knowledge and eternity. Only the foolish mundaners misunder -
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stand Him, unaware of His eternal form of knowledge and bliss, which is
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gitii and Upani§ads. His different potencies
work in a perfect plan of natural sequence, and doing everything by the
agency of His different potencies, He remains eternally the supreme independent. When He descends on the material world by His causeless
mercy to different living beings, He does so by His own potency. He is
not subject to any condition of the material modes of nature, and He descends as He is originally. The mental speculators misunderstand Him as
the Supreme Person, and they consider His impersonal features as inexplicable Brahman to be all. Such a conception is also the product of
conditioned life because they cannot go beyond their own personal
capacity. Therefore, one who considers the Lord on the level of one's
limited potency is only a common man. Such a man cannot be convinced
that the Personality of Godhead is always unaffected by the modes of material nature. He cannot understand that the sun is always unaffected by
infectious matter. The mental speculators compare everything from the
standpoint of experimental knowledge of their own selves. Thus when
the Lord is found to act like an ordinary person in matrimonial bondage,
they consider Him to be like one of them, without considering that the
Lord can at once marry sixteen thousand wives or more. Due to a poor
fund of knowledge they accept one side of the picture while disbelieving
the other. This means that due to ignorance only they always think of
Lord Kt~J;~a as like themselves and make their own conclusions, which
are absurd and unauthentic from the version of the SrimadBhiigavatam.

TEXT 38

Q!li(1~iotlft~l~ ~sfq ~: I

.. ~~

~~~~~~~~

etad l§anam l§asya
prakrt~stlw 'pi tad-guruzilt
na yujyate sadatma-sthair
yatha buddhis tad-asraya
etat-this; iSanam-divinity; ISasya-of the Personality of Godhead;
prakrti-sthab,-being in contact with material nature.; api-in spite of;
tat-guruzi~-by the qualities; na-never; yujyate-is affected; sadii
atma-sthaib--by those who are situated in eternity; yatha-as is;
buddhib--intelligence; tat-the Lord; asraya-those who are under the
shelter of.

TRANSLATION
This is the divinity of the Personality of Godhead: He is not
affected by the qualities of material nature, even though He is in
contact with them. Similarly, the devotees who have taken shelter
of the Lord do not become influenced by the material qualities.
PURPORT
In the Vedas and Vedic literatures (Sruti and Smrti) it is affirmed that
in the Divinity there is nothing material. He is tran.scendental (nirguruz)
only, the supreme cognizant. Hari, or the Personality of Godhead, is the
supreme transcendental person situated beyond the range of material
affection. These statements are also confirmed even by Aciirya Saiikara.
One may argue that His relation with the goddesses of fortune may be
transcendental, but what about His relation with the Yadu dynasty, being
born in that family, or His killing the nonbelievers like Jarasandha and
other asuras directly in contact with the modes of material nature. The
answer is that the divinity of the Personality of Godhead is never in contact with the qualities of material nature in any circumstances. Actually
He is in contact with such qualities because He is the ultimate source of
everything, yet He is above the actions of such qualities. He is known,
therefore, as Yoge5vara, or the master of mystic power, or in other words
the all-powerful. Even His learned devotees are not affected by the influence of the material modes. The great six GosvamiS of Vljndavana all

[Canto I, Ch.l2

came from greatly rich and aristocratic families, but when they adopted
the life of mendicants at Vljndiivana, superficially they appeared to be in
wretched conditions of life, but factually they were the richest of all in
spiritual values. Such mahii-bhiigavatas, or first-grade devotees, al·
though moving amongst men, are not contaminated by honor or insult,
hunger or satisfaction, sleep or wakefulness, which are all resultant ac·
tions of the three modes of material nature. Similarly, some of them are
engaged in worldly deaJings, yet are unaffected. Unless these neutralities
of life are there, one cannot be considered situated in transcendence. The
Divinity and His associates are on the same transcendental plane, and
their glories are always sanctified by the action of yogamayii, or the in·
ternal potency of the Lord. The devotees of the Lord are always transcen·
dental, even if they are sometimes found to have fallen in their behavior.
The Lord emphatically declares in the Bhagavad-gita (9.30) that even if
an unalloyed devotee is found to be fallen due to a previous material con·
lamination, he is nevertheless to be accepted as fully transcendental be·
cause of his being engaged cent percent in the devotional service of the
Lord. The Lord protects him always because of his rendering service
unto Him, and the fallen conditions are to be considered accidental and
temporary. They will vanish in no time.

TEXT 39

~ itf.:t'(s.c~l ~: ~ '<t~ ~: I
31SI'41Uifiti(\ ~~ ~ ~~ II~Q,II
tam menire 'bald mil{lhalt
·strairuzm cl'inuvratam raha[t
apramaruz-vido bhartur
ISvaram matayo yatha
tam-unto Lord Sri Kr~f.la; menire-took it for granted; aba/a~
delicate; m!U;lhdb--because of simplicity; strairuzm-one who is dominated by his wife; ca-also; anuvratam-follower ; rahab,-lonely
place; apramaruz-vida[t-unaware of the extent of glories; bhartu{t-o£
their husband; iSvaram-the supreme controller; mataya{t-thesis;
yathd-as it is.

TRANSLATION
The simple and delicate women truly thought that Lord Sri
~~a, their beloved husband, followed them and was dominated
by them. They were unaware of the extent of the glories of their
husband, as the atheists are unaware of Him as the supreme
controller.
PURPORT
Even the transcendental wives of Lord Sri Kr~Qa did not know com·
pletely the unfathomable glories of the Lord. This ignorance is not mun·
dane because there is some action of the internal potency of the Lord in
the exchange of feelings between Him and His eternal associates. The
Lord exchanges transcendental relations in five ways, as proprietor,
master, friend, son and lover, and in each of these pastimes He plays
fully by the potency of yogamaya, the internal potency. He plays exactly
like an equal friend with the cowherd boys or even with friends like
Arjuna. He plays exactly like a son in the presence of Yasodamiita, He
plays exactly like a lover in the presence of the cow~erd damsels, and He
plays exactly like a husband in the presence of the queens of Dviiraka.
Such devotees of the Lord never think of the Lord as the Supreme, but
think of Him exactly as a common friend, a pet son, or a lover or hus·
band very much dear to heart and soul. That is the relation between the
Lord and His transcendental devotees, who act as His associates in the
spiritual sky, where there are innumerable VaikUJ;!!ha planets. When the
Lord descends, He does so along with His entourage to display a complete
picture of the transcendental world, where pure love and devotion for
the Lord prevail without any mundane tinge of lording it over the cre·
ation of the Lord. Such devotees of the Lord are all liberated souls, per·
feet representations of the marginal or internal potency in complete
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negation of the influence of the external potency. The wives of Lord

Knl).a were made to forget the immeasurable glories of the Lord by the
internal potency so that there might not be any flaw of exchange, and
they took it for granted that the Lord was a henpecked husband, always
following them in lonely places. In other words, ev~n the personal associBtes of the Lord do not know Him perfectly well, so what do the thesis
writers or mental speculators know about the transcendental glories of
the Lord? The mental speculators present diffe:rent theses as to His becoming the causes of the creation, the ingredients of the creation, or the
material and efficient cause of the creation, etc., but all this is but partial
knowledge about the Lord. Factually they are as ignorant as the common
man. The Lord can be known by the mercy of the Lord only, and by no
other means. But since the dealings of the Lord with His wives are based
on pure transcendental love and devotion, the wives are all on the transcendental plane without material contamination.

Thus end the _Bhaktivedanta purports o/ the First Canto, Eleventh
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavlltam, entitled "Lord Kf$T;UJ.'s Entrance
inro Dvdraka. "

CHAPTER TWELVE

Birth of Emperor

Pari~it

TEXT I

~~<n"1

S~JQ~~~~q~eot

~~~ijiJI('Ir 1

~ ~ tN ~~otii51"iMa:

wr: II Z II

saunaka uvaca
a.svattluimnopasr$!ena
brahrna.-sir$~ru-J.ejasii

uttaraya hato garbha
i.Senajlvita!t puna!t
5aunakah u1!dca-the sage Saunaka said; aSvattluimna-of
ASvatthiimii (the son of Dro!)a); upasmena-by release of; brahmai~lld-\he invincible weapon, vrahmaslra; unHejasa-by high temperature; uttaraya!t-o£ Uttara (mother of Parik~it); hata!t-being
spoiled; garbha!t-womb; iSena-by the Supreme Lord; aj!vita!t~rought to life; puna{t-again.
TRANSLATION
The sage Sauuaka said: The womb of U ttarli, mother of Mahiiriija
Pari~it, was spoiled by the dreadful and invincible brahmiistra
weapon released by Asvatthiinlii. But Mahiirilja Parik~it was saved
hy the Supreme Lord.
PURPORT

The sages assembled in the forest of Naimieyiira~;~ya inquired from Siita
Gosviimi about the birth of Maharaja Parik~it, but in the course of the
narration other topics like the release of the brahmastra by the son of
Drol}ll, his punishment by Arjuna, Queen Kuntidevi's prayers, the
Pil)~avas' visit to the place where Bhi~madeva was lying, his prayers and
thereafter the Lord's departure for Dvaraka were discussed. His arrival
at Dvarakii and residing with the sixteen thousand queens, etc., were
narrated. The sages were absorbed in hearing such descriptions, but now
theY. wanted to turn to the original topic, and thus the inquiry was made
by Saunaka J.{~i. So the subject of the release of the brahmastra weapon
hy ASvatdtAmii is renewed.
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~ ~;q ~: ~Or :q ~: I
f.N;f:q ~ ~ ~ ~~lll ~II
tasya janma malui-buddhe!t
karmaiJi ca mahatmanalt
nidhanam ca yathait-"dslt
sa pretya gataviin yatha
tasya-his (of Maharaja Parik~it); janma-birth; malui-buddheltof great intelligence; karmli!Ji-activities; ca-also; mahji-atmana!tof the great devotee; nidhanam-demise; ca-also; yathii-as it was;
eva-of course; lisll-happened; salt-he; pretya-destination after
death; gataoon-achieved; yatha-as it were.
TRANSLATION
How we.s the great emperor Pe.rik!}it, who we.s a highly intelligent and great devotee, born in that womb? How did his death take
place, and what did he achieve after his death?
PURPORT
The king of Hastinapura (now Delhi) used to be the emperor of the
world, at least till the time of the son of Emperor Parik~it. Maharaja
Parik~it was saved by the Lord in the womb of his mother, so he could
certainly be saved from an untimely death due to the ill will of the son of
a brahmaiJCL. Because the age of Kali began to act just after the assumption of power by Maharaja Parik~it, the first sign of misgivings was exhibited in the cursing of such a greatly intelligent and devoted king as
Maharaja Parik~it. The king is the protector of the helpless citizens, and
their welfare, peace and prosperity depend on him. Unfortunately, by
the instigation of the fallen age of Kali, an unfortunate brahmaT;UJ. 's son
was employed to conde!Jin the .innocent Maharaja Parik~it, and so the
King had to prepare himself for death within seven days. Maharaja
Parik~it is especially famous as one who is protected by Vi~l)U, and when
he was unduly cursed by a brahma~Ja 's son, he could have invoked the
mercy of the Lord to save him, but he did not want to because he was a
pure devotee. A pure devotee never asks the Lord for aily undue favor.
Maharaja Pa:rik~it knew that the curse of the brahmaiJa 's son upon him
was unjustified, as everyone else knew, but he did not want to counteract
it because he knew also that the age of Kali had begun and that the first
symptom of the age, namely degradation of the highly talented
brahmarJa community, had also begun. He did not want to interfere with
the current of the time, but he prepared himself to meet death very
cheerfully and very properly. Being fortunate, he got at least seven days
to prepare himself _to meet death, and so he properly utilized the time in
the association of Sukadeva Gosvami, the great saint and devotee of the
Lord.
TEXT3

~ "tldllt~01¥tl ~ ~ ~ I
~ f{: ~otT ~ ijl'1¥tC:I~~~: II ~ II
tad idam srotum icchamo
gaditum yadi manyase
bni.hi na!t sraddad/uinanam
yasya jiiiinam adac chuka.lt
tat-all; idam-this; srotum-to hear; icc/uimalt-1111 willing;
gaditum-to narrate; yadi-if; manyase-you think; br!lhi-please
speak; na~-we; sraddad/uinanam-who are very much respectful;
yasya-~ho~e; jiiiin.am-transcendental
suka~-Sri Sukadeva Gosvami.

knowledge; adiit-delivered;
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TRANSLATION

PURPORT

We all respectfully want to hear about him [Mahirija Parik,it]
to whom Sukadeva Gosvimi imparted transcendental knowledge.
Please speak on this matter.

As mentioned in our introduction, "There is a need for the science of

PURPORT
Sukadeva Gosvami imparted transcendental knowledge to Maharaja
Par~t during the remaining seven days of his life, and Maharaja
Parik~it heard him properly, just like an arde~t student. The effect of
such a bona fide hearing and chanting of Srimad-Bhdgavatam was
equally shared by both the hearer and the chanter. Both of them were
benefited. Out of the nine different transcendental means of devotional
service to the Lord prescribed in the Bhdgavatam, either all of them, or
some of them or even one of them are equally beneficial if properly discharged. Maharaja Parik~it and Sukadeva Gosvami were serious performers of the first two important items, namely the process of chanting and
the process of hearing, and therefore both of them were successful in
their laudable attempt. Transcendental realization is attained by such
serious hearing and chanting and not otherwise. There is a type of spiritual master and disciple much advertised in this age of Kali. It is said that
the master injects spiritual force into the disciple by an electrical current
generated by the master, and the disciple hegins to feel the shock. He hecomes unconscious, and the master weeps for his exhausting his store of
so-called spiritual assets. Such bogus advertisement is going on in this
age, and the poor common man is becoming the victim of such advertisement. We do not find such folk tales in the dealings of Sukadeva Gosviimi
and his great disciple Maharaja Parik~it. The sage recited SrimadBhagavatam in devotion, and the great King heard him properly. The
King did not feel any shock of electrical current from the master, nor did
he become unconscious while receiving knowledge from ·the master. One
should not, therefore, become a victim of these unauthorized advertisements made by some bogus representative of Vedic knowledge. The sages
of Naimi~ara~;~ya were very respectful in hearing about Maharaja Parik~it
because of his receiving knowledge from Sukadeva Gosvami by means of
ardent hearing. Ardent hearing from the bona fide master is the only
way to receive transcendental knowledge, and there is no need for medical performances or occult mysticism for miraculous effects. The process
is simple, but only the sincere party can achieve the desired result.

TEXT4

f[.ff
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31iNe:&:4(1iil: ~ ~ ~t: I

fif:~: ~~: ~~~~~ II ~ II
srlta uvaca

apipalad dharma-riija/.1.
pitrvad rarijayan praja/.t.
ni/.t.sprha/.1. sarva-krlrnebhya/.1.
kmw-p<ida.nusevaya
sata/.t. uvaca-Sri Siita Gosviimi said; apipalat-administered
prosperity; dharma-raja/.1.-K.ing Yudhi~thira; pitr-vat-exactly like his
father; rarijayan-pleasing; praja/.1.-all those who took birth;
ni/.t.sprha/.1.-without personal ambition; saroa-all; krlrnebhJa{l.-from
sense gratification; kmw-pa.da-the lotus feet of Lord Sri Kr~Q.a;
anusevaya-by dint of rendering continuous service.

..

TRANSLATION
Sri Siita Gosvimi said: Emperor Yudhi~~hira administered
generously to everyone during his reign. He was exactly like his
father. He had no personal ambition and was freed from all sorts
of sense gratification ~cause of his continuous service unto the
lotus feet of the Lord Sri ~~t;ta.

K.r~t:ta in human society for all the suffering humanity of the world, and
we simply request the leading personalities of all nations to take to the
science of Kr~Qa for their own good, for the good of society, and for the
good of all the people of the world." So it is confirmed herein by the ex·
ample of Maharaja Yudhi~thira, the personality of goodness. In India the
people hanker after Rama-rajya h~use the Personality of Godhead was
the ideal king and all other kings or emperors in India controlled the
destiny of the world for the prosperity of every living being who took
birth on the earth~ Herein the word praja./.t. is significant. The etymological import of the word is "that which is horn." On the earth there are
many species of life, from the aquatics up to the perfect human beings,
and all are known as prajas. Lord Brahma, the creator of this particular
universe, is known as the prajapati because he is the grandfather of all
who have taken birth. Thus praja is used in a broader sense than it is
now used. The king represents all living beings, the aquatics, planta,
trees, reptiles, birds, animals and man. Every one of them is a part and
parcel of the Supreme Lord (Bg. 14.4), and the king, being the representative of the Supreme Lord, is duty-bound to give proper protection to
every one of them. This is not the case with the presidents and dictators
of this demoralized system of administration, where the lower animals
are given no protection while the higher ·animals are given so-called protection. But this is a great science which can be learned only by one who
knows the science of Kr$~;~a. By knowing the science of Kr~Qa, one can
become the most perfect man in the world, and unless one has knowledge
in this science, all qualifications and doctorate diplomas atXIuired by
academic education are spoiled and useless. Maharaja Yudh~!hira knew
this science of K.r~t:ta very well, for it is stated here that by continuous
cultivation of this science, or by continuous devotional service to Lord
K.r~r,a. he acquired the qualification of administering the state. The
father is sometimes seemingly cruel to the son, but that d!>es not mean
that the father has lost the qualification to be a father. A father is always
a father because he always has the good of the son at heart. The father
wants every one of his sons to become a better man than himself.
Therefore, a king like Maharaja Yudhi~!hira, who was the personality of
goodness, wanted everyone under his administration, especially human
beings who have better developed consciousness, to become devotees of
Lord Kr~Qa so that everyone can become free from the trifles of material
existence. His motto of administration was all good for the citizens, for as
personified goodness he knew perfectly well what is actually good for
them. He conducted the administration on that principle,. and. not on the
rii~asi, demonic, principle of sense gratification. As an ideal king, he
had no personal ambition, and there was no place for sense gratification
because all his senses at all times were engaged in the loving service of
the Supreme Lord, which includes the partial service to the living beings,
who form the parts and parcels of the complete whole. Those who are
busy rendering service to the parts and parcels, leaving aside the whole,
only spoil time and energy, as one does when watering the leaves of a
tree without watering the root. If water is poured on the root, the leaves
are enlivened perfectly and automatically, but if water is poured on the
leaves only, the whole energy is spoiled. Maharaja Yud~\hira,
therefore, was constantly engaged in the service of the Lord, and thus
the parts and parcels of the Lord, the living beings under his careful ad·
ministration, were perfectly attended with all comforts in this life and all
progress in the next. That is the way of perfect management of state ad·
ministration.

TEXTS

~:~~~~~~
~~~~~~~11'-\11
sampada/.t. kratavo lokrl
mah~i bhriitaro mahi
jamba-dvipa.dhipatyaril. ca
ya.Sa.S ca tri-divaril. gatam

Text 7)
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sampada/.t-opulence; krruam/.t-sacrifices; lolcd/.t-future destination; mah~r-the queens; bhrotara(l-the brothers; mahi-the earth;
jambu-dvipa-the globe or planet of our residence; adhipatyamsovereignty; ca-also; ya.fa~-fame; ca-and; tri-divam- -celestial
planets; gatam-spread over.

TRANSLATION
News even reached the celestial plllllets about Mahirija
Yudhltthira's worldly possessions, the ucrifices by which he
would attain a better destination, his queen, his stalwart brothers,
his extensive land, his sovereignty over the planet earth, and his
fame, etc.

PURPORT
Only a rich and great man's name and fame are known all over the
world, and the name and fame of MahArAja Yudhi~thira reached the
higher planets because of his good administration, worldly possessions,
glorious wife Draupadi, the strength of his brothers Bhima and Arjuna,
and his solid sovereign power over the world, known as Jambiidvipa.
Here the word wkd(l is significant. There are different wkas or higher
planets scattered all over the sky, both material and spiritual. A person
can reach them by dint of his work in the present life, as stated in
Bhagavad-gUti (9.25). No forceful entrance is allowed there. The tiny
material scientists and engineers who have discovered vehicles to travel
over a few thousand miles in outer space will not be allowed entrance.
That is not the way to reach the better planets. One must qualify himself
to enter into such happy planets by sacrifice and service. Those who are
sinful in every step of life can expect only to be degraded into animal life
to suffer more and more the pangs of material existence, and this is also
stated in Bhagavad-gua (16.19). Maharaja Yud~thira's good sacrifices
and qualifications were so lofty and virtuous that even the residents of
the higher celestial planets were already prepared to receive him as one
of them.

TEXT6

ft~~: ~ ft04(¥tif61 ~: I

~~

mr:

~ ~~~~~~

kim te kdmti/:1 sura-sparha
mukunda-mari4So dvija/:1
adhijahur mudam rajiW./:1
~udhitasya yathetare
kim-what for; te-all those; kdmti/.t-objects of sense enjoyment;

sura-of the denizens of heaven; spdrha/:1-aspirations; mukundamanasa/l-o£ one who is already God conscious; dvijd/l-0 brahma~;
adhijahu/:1-could satisfy; mudam-pleasure; rdjiW./l-of the king;
~udhitasya-of the hungry; yatha-as it is; itare-in other things.
TRANSLATION
0 brihiiUIJ.las, the opulence of the King was so enchanting that
the denizens of heaven aspired for it. But because he was absorbed
io the service of the Lord, n othing could satisfy him except the
Lord's sel'Vice.

PURPORT
There are two things in the world which can satisfy living beings.
When one is materially engrossed, he is satiafied only by sense gratification, but when one is liberated from the conditions of the material
modes, he is satisfied only by rendering loving service for the satisfaction

of the Lord. This means thatth.e living being is constitutionally a servitor, and not one who is served. Being illusioned by the conditions of the
external energy, one falsely thinks himself to be the served, but actually
he is not served; he is servant of the senses like lust, desire, anger,
avarice, pride, madness and intolerance. When one is in his proper
senses by. attainment of spiritual knowledge, he realizes that he is not the
master of the material world, but is only a servant of the senses. At that
time he begs for the service of the Lord and thus becomes happy without
being illusioned by so-called material happiness. Maharaja Yudhi9~ira
was one of the liberated souls, and therefore for him there was no
pleasure in a vast kingdom, good wife, obedient brothers, happy subjects
and prosperous world. These blessings automatically follow for a pure
devotee, even though the devotee does not aspire for them. The example
set herein is exactly suitable. It is said that one who is hungry is never
satisfied by anything other than food.
The whole material world is full of hungry living beings. The hunger
is not for good food, shelter or sense gratification. The hunger is for the
spiritual atmosphere. Due to ignorance only they think that the world is
dissatisfied because there i~; not sufficient food, shelter, defense and objects of sense gratification. This is called illusion. When the living being
is hungry for spiritual satisfaction, he is misrepresented by material
hunger. But the foolish leaders cannot see that even the people who arc
most sumptuously materially satisfied are still hungry. And what is their
hunger and poverty? This hunger is actually for spiritual food, spiritual
shelter, spiritual defense and spiritual sense gratification. These can be
obtained in the association of the Supreme Spirit, Lord Sri ~~r;ta, and
therefore one who has them cannot be attracted by the so-called food ,
shelter, defense and sense gratification of the material world, even if
they are relished by the denizens of the heavenly planets. Therefore, in
the Bhagavad-gU4 (8.16) it is said by the Lord that even in the topmost
planet o{ the univesse, namely the Bralunaloka, where the duration of
life is multiplied by millions of years by earth calculation, one cannot
satisfy his hunger. Such hunger can be satisfied only when the living
being is situated in immortality, which is attained in the spiritual sky,
far, far a.bove the Brahmaloka, in the association of Lord Mukunda, the
Lord who awards His devotees the transcendental pleasure of liberation.

TEXT7

~l ~'«:~~~I
~~ ~ ~f91w~r.it~~ Ill.? II
mdtur go.rbha.-go.UJ viro.~
sa tada bhrgu-n.andan.a
ckularsa pu~am kaiicid
dahyamano 'stra-tejasa
mdtu~-mother ; garbha-womb; gata/t-being situated there;
vira"-the great fighter; sa~-child Parik~it; !add-at that time;
bhrgu-n.andan.a-0 son of Bh.rgu; ckularsa-could see; pu~am-the
Supreme Lord; kancit-as someone else; dahyamdn.a/t-suffering from
being burned; astra-the brahmdstra; tejasd-temperatun•.

TRANSLATION
0 son of Bbfgu (Saunaka), when the child Parilqit, the great
fighter, was in the womb of his m other , Uttari, and wss suffering
from the burning heat of the brahmistra (thrown by ASvatthima),
he could observe the Suprem e Lord conung to him.

(continued in next issue)

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Breakthrough for Book Distribution
liberal atmosphere for book distribution
at the nation's airports.

Srila Prabhupada's Books
Draw Flood of Praise

An important breakthrough has occurred in ISKCON 's efforts to open all
U.S. airports to unhampered book distribution. For years devotees have gone
out to the crowded airports and sold the
books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to literally
millions of travelers -and for years the
devotees have met opposition from
angered airport managers. Now, finally,
a meeting of minds seems at hand.
In the May issue of Airport Services
Management magazine, editor Richard
Coffey calls for an open dialogue between ISKCON and airport officials:
"The Hare Krishna [people) are in the
airports-protected by the First Amendment-and they will remain in the airports. So what do we do about it?
Manage it. We'd make a stupid mistake
underestimating the ability of the
Krishna movement to meet us on every
level of confrontation .... So it appears
someone will have to open a dialogue.
The Krishna [people) are willing; so
should we be."
Another article by Mr. Coffey in the
same magazine describes his visit to the
Minneapolis Radha-Kr~r.ta temple. He
comes away impressed with the sincerity
of the devotees and the seriousness of
their mission to spread Kr~r.ta consciousness. He also confirms ISKCON's longstanding claim that all collections are
used only to support the temples and
book publication and distribution- " not
for individual gratification. "
Since every airport official reads Airport Services Management magazine, Mr.
Coffey's advice and observations should
go a long way toward creating a more

Plaudits for the books of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada continue to pour into our
offices from professors throughout the
world. Dr. Geddes MacGregor,
Emeritus Distinguished Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Southern
California, recently sent us this comment on SrHa Prabhupada's Bhagavadgitti As It Is:
" In the West, no work in all Indian
literature is more quoted (because none
is better loved) than the Bhagavad-gitti.
Translation of such a work demands
more than just knowledge of Sanskrit; it
demands an inward sympathy with the
theme of the Gitti as well as verbal artistry, for the poem is a symphony in which
God is seen in all things.
"His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is, of course,
profoundly sympathetic to the theme.
He brings to it, moreover, a special interpretative insight, a powerful and persuasive presentation in the bhakti tradition .... The swami doe!l a real service
for students and laymen by investing the
beloved Indian epic with fresh meaning.
Whatever our oullook may be, we
should all be grateful for the labor that
has led to this illuminating work."
And from Dr. V. N. Shukla, Professor
of Sanskrit and Hindi at Aligarh Univer-

sity in India, we received this appreciation:
"Before I met SrHa Prabhupada about
a year ago, I had known him through his
enormous works on Kr~r.ta bhaktiworks which comprise the nucleus of all
Indian-Vedic spiritual literature. To
name a few of these works: The
Bhagavad-gitti As It Is; The Nectar of Devotion; Kr~!Ja, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; Teachings of Lord Caitanya;
Srimad-Bhtigavatam; Sri Caitanyacarittimrta; and Sri isopani~ad. All of
these works are with commentary, and it
is noteworthy to mention that the commentary on the Sri isopanisad is one of
SrHa Prabhupada 's great~st contributions, for it completely refutes the impersonalist arguments of Sankaracarya.
Sri lsopani~ad is a book to be possessed
by every Western scholar.
" Words fail me as I attempt to describe the height of scholarship and devotion manifested in the volumes mentioned above. Future generations will
definitely find a better world to live in
through the efforts of Srila Prabhupada,
for he stands for the feelings of international brotherhood and the spiritual
integration of all mankind-sentiments
which are the very backbone of India's
Vedic santitana-dharma [eternal religion]. Members of the literary world
outside India, particularly in the West,
should feel highly indebted to Srila
Prabhupada, who has so scientifically acquainted them with what is best in
Kr~r.ta-conscious India. I heartily call to
the attention of all scholars, professors,
and religious teachers the great importance and contribution of the books of
Sri Swami Prabhupada."
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he inspirational seed for the First American
Theistic Exhibition (just opened at the Los
Angeles Radha-Kr~r:ta temple) wa~ planted in
India more than forty years ago by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, the grand-spiritualmaster of the Kr~r:ta consciousness movement. It was
then that he developed an impressive diorama exhibit
to present the philosophy of Kr~r:ta consciousness
clearly and convincingly to all classes of people. That
original theistic exhibition, consisting of dozens of
dioramas, still draws hundreds of thousands of
viewers on its annual tou r of India.
When His Divine G race A. C. Bhaktivedan ta Swami
Prabhupada came to America in 1965, he brought with
him his spiritual master's dream of an American
theistic exhibition. T o fu lfill that dream, Srila Prabhupada asked some of his own disciples to go to India and
learn the art of making "dolls," the figures displayed
in a diorama. Now, by the grace of Lord Krsna and
Srila Prabhupada, those disciples have ret~~~ed to
America and developed a unique and fascinating
multimedia presentation of Kr~r:ta consciousness: the
First American T heistic Exhibition.
The director of F.A.T .E. is Baradraja dasa, one of
the first devotees Srila Prabhupada sent to India to
learn the doll-making art. After becoming proficient,
Baradn1ja has spent most of the last three years making
dioramas and training others in the technique. He sees
his assign ment as a special favor from his spiritual
master. .. .
" I was working as an artist," Baradraja relates,
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Baradraja and Adi-deva put finis hing touches
(above) on the " Changing Bodies" exhibit (right):
the soul changes bodies through millions of species
until - with human intelligence-he can at last
understand what is happening. He sees that although his bodies are changing (from s pecies to
species and, within each species, from birth to youth
to old age) he is the same person. So he realizes,
"I'm not my changing bodies but pure soul. ''
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"doing paintings for Srila Prabhupada 's
books at ISKCON's press in New York.
As a devotee I had been painting for
three years, and I was also doing art editing for BACK TO GODHEAD magazine.
T hen, in March of 1973, Srila Prabhupada came to New York. At that time I
told him, 'Srila Prabhupiida, I want to
preach. ' He looked at me like I was a
lunatic. 'What are you doing now?' he
said. ' You are not preaching? This painting is not preaching? Please understand,
this is preaching. If you do not do this
painting, then who will? No, this is very
important preaching.' So that was the
end of that-painting illustrations for
Srila Prabhupada 's books was preaching.
"A few days later, all the artists were
talking with Sriia Prabhupiida in his
quarte rs. (This was at the old Brooklyn
te mple.) He was asking about the
various paintings we were working on,
and there was a lot of discussion . Then
sudden ly he sa id something that
surprised everyone; no one knew what
to say. ' I want someone to learn how to
make dolls,' he said. What did he mean ?
Of course, none of us actually knew what
he was talking about. He just kept speaking of 'dolls.' He told us that these dolls
were made in India. 'These doll make rs
are very expert. I want one of you to
learn from the m.' It was a complete mystery . What were these dolls? Srila
Prabhupada looked around the room. He
looked a t all the artists. Then he turned
to me and said , 'Baradraja, you will go.'
" Well, I began to feel a very strange
combination of emotions. In my heart
there was both horror and joy: joy at having a chance to go to India, horror at the
idea of having to make dolls. At the
time, I thought of myself in qui te a vain
fashion-as an artiste, one of good taste
and aesthetic judgments. The idea of
making dolls seemed rea lly outlandish .
But aside from my feelings , I knew the
importance of the spiritual master's
order. Here was an opportunity for spiritual advancement, and my wife and I
were both eager and thankful for our
new service to Sriia Prabhupada. Practically speaking, this order to make dolls
was the first real spiritual challenge in
my whole life as a devotee. It was the
first time that Srila Prabhupada had actually asked me to do something I didn't
want to do. It was a very exciting time. "
About this time Srila Prabhupada
began to inspire other disciples to take
up the mission of preaching Kr~Qa consciousness through dioramas. He wanted
these disciples to go to India, learn the
art of doll making, and then return to the
West and assemble an American theistic
exhibit. In a letter to Adi-deva dasa, Srila
Prabhupiida wrote: "In London there is
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a museum - Madame Tussaud's Wax
Museum - and people are lining up for
blocks just to see some mundane dead
bodies. You should go to India and learn
how to make dolls. Then we will have
our own museum, and simply by seeing
our exhibits people will make spiritual
advancement."

India's Vedic tradition s pells out all the
essentials fo r the exhibits (both photos
below) -from the raw materials (bamboo, rice straw, various clays, and rice
husk ) on up to the dolls' gracefully
rounded form s.

Training in India
In the summer of 197 3, the small
group of devotees chosen by Srila
Prabhupiida to pioneer the diorama project arrived in India. Their destination
was Sri Mayapur, the holy birthsite of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. (Lord
Caitanya is K rs~Ja Himself, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. He appea red
five hundred years ago to teach love of

God through the chan ting of the Hare
Kr~Q a mantra- Hare Kr~JJa , Hare
Kr~Qa, Kr~ Q a Kr~ Qa , Hare Hare/ Hare
Riima, Hare Rama, Riima Rama, Hare
Hare.) "Srila Prabhupada was staying at
our ISKCON headquarters in Mayapur," Baradraja continued, "so of
course I went there as soon as my plane
landed in Calcutta. When I arrived in
Mayiipur, I immediately went upstairs to
Srila Prabhupiida 's quarters. It was wonderful to see him there in Mayapur. He
was relaxed and very much at home.
" As we talked he began to outline my
new work. I was immediately to begin
learning all about making dolls. Srila
Prabhupada had already chosen a
teacher, and I was to attend his classes.
As I was leaving Srila Prabhupada's
quarters, I ran into a Godbrother I
hadn't seen in about four years. I told
him what Srila Prabhupada had asked
me to do -why I had come to Mayapurand he started telling me a few things

abou t India. We had stood there maybe
five minutes at the most when Srila
Prabhupada 's secretary ran out and
called to me, 'Baradraja, Sriia Prabhupada wants to speak with you.' I couldn't
imagine why. I had just finished talking
with him. I ran back upstairs to his room
and offered obeisances. I looked up. Srila
Prabhupada was looking at me very
sternly. He said, 'So, you can immediately begin this training program.
There is so much to do; there will be no
time for talking.' I don't know how he
cou ld have heard us talking, but from
that moment on I knew: I had a lot of
work to do, and Srila Prabhupada expected me to get a lot accomplished."
Adi-deva , another pioneer of
F.A.T.E., recalls his early experiences
in Mayapur-learning the art of dollmaking from his teacher and imbibing
devotion to Kr$Qa from Srila Prabhupada. " I remember the first thing we
made in our class. The teacher had us si t

About the dolls' graceful forms and
finely detailed features (upper and
lower left) , Adi-deva has this to say:
"When you visit the old temples in
India, this is the way the figures look.
As soon as you see these transcendental personaliites - Lord Kr!iQa, the
great sages, the demigods -right
away you feel peaceful and satisfied.
They put you in a reflective mood, and
you can experience your inner, s piritual self." This same transcendental
mood carries over even into the background scenery (below).

down and make a clay mango. We
showed it to him, and he rejected it and
had us make another one, and another,
and another. I must have made a dozen
mangos, but he wanted us to make it exactly like the one he made.
"Once we got over the mango, he had
us make a banana. Then an eggplant.
Then a squash, and so on. Finally we
graduated to making animals. We made
monkeys and peacocks-all quite small.
It was really tedious, and we sometimes
felt like quitting. But the thing that kept
us all going was that we knew that one
day this work would give pleasure to
Srila Prabhupada. Of course, at this time
none of us could begin to understand the
scope of this project, the vision of our
spiritual master.
"In the scriptures it is said that the disciple has to pass the test of the spiritual
master. So this was my test: to stay in
Mayapur and work only because my
spiritual master wanted me to. Srila

When Srila Prabhupiida visited the F.A.T.E. studios last
year, he was happy to see the devotees using everything to
serve the Supreme Lord. Otherwise, Prabhupiida explained, all their artistic and technological advancement
would be just so many zeros. By adding " one"-Kr!iQathey're turning all their zeros into millions and billions.
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Prabhupiida once told us, 'You shOuld
simply make and break. ' We'd make a
doll very carefully and exactly, and then
we'd break it and start another one.
That's the way he wanted us to learn. 1
can see now it was just like tearing off
layer after layer of false egotism. Srlla
Prabhupiida used to come up every
morning after his lecture in the temple to
see what we'd made, and if we'd broken
any."

Dispelling Doubts
The dearest thing to a sincere disciple
is the order of his spiritual master.
Baradnlja explains, "We had our o~der,
and th rough the whole thing Sr1la
Prabhupiida confirmed that order and
again and again enlivened all of us with
his kindness. Then Srila Prabhupada
went to Bombay on a visit. Without his
daily encouragement I gradually began
having some doubts abo ut the whole
idea of making dolls. So finally I flew to
Bombay to see Srila Prabhupiida. 1 had
been in the hospital in Mayapur, and
when I arrived in Bombay Srila Prabhupiida had heard of my illness. He asked,
'How is your health?'-he was very
kind- and 1 said, 'Now that I'm with
you , it's perfectly all right.'
"Early that same morning, as the s un
was coming up, I went with him on his
walk along Juhu Beach. What he said to
me that morning has become my life and
soul. These words are what make me tick
right now. Srila Prabhupiida instructed
me that morning on Juhu Beach: 'Learn
this art of doll making. Become expert. If
you take this to the West, then my
preaching mission will become successful all over the world.' So these
words actually changed my life. From
that day on, making dolls was a lot more
than j ust a job or a task. It became my
life's mission.
" I learned another important lesson,
you might say, when Srna Prabhupiida
asked us to make an exhibit in Mayiipur
for Lord Caitanya's appearance day. It
was our first real project, and there
wasn 't really e nough time to finish it all.
I made a doll of Lord Caitanya in His sixarmed form, and one of Lord
Nrsimhadeva [the half-man, half-lion
incarnation of Kr~Qa). We finished on
time, barely, and everyone who came
was impressed. When Srila Prabhupiida
came to the doll of Lord Caitanya he
asked, 'Who has made this?' Someone
said, 'Baradriija did it. ' Srila Prabhupiida
thought for a minute as he looked at iL
Then he turned to me and said, 'The
hands are not yet perfect; you must
study further.' That was the first time I
had noticed how very perceptive and

critical SrHa Prabhupada was of this
diorama art form. He actually wanted us
to learn how to make everything perfect.
Everyone else thought the Lord
Caitanya doll was nice, but Srila Prabhupiida wasn't going to overlook anything.
"After that I began to feel a bit humble. When he came to the diorama of
Lord Nrsimhadeva and asked, 'Who
made this? ' I replied that I had. 'Very
good,' he said. 'Now you can teach
others. ' From these two incidents I could
understand that, yes, he wanted me to
teach, but on the other hand I had much
more to learn. So I decided to remain in
India and continue with my training.
"Finally, Adi-deva and I had the
opportunity to go to Vrndavana lthe
small village (n inety miles from
Delhi) where Lord Kr~Da appeared
five thousand years ago]. We lived
and worked in a little shed right next
to Srila Prabhupada's quarters.
Every day he would visit us during
our work and point something out:
'This is too big. That is too small. Do
th is.' Whenever he was out he would
almost always come over to the shop
and see what we were doing. Then
Srila Prabhupiida became very sick.
For almost two weeks we didn't see
him at all. We just kept working on the
dolls. When we had !lnished them , Srila
Prabhupada 's health was a little better,
but he was still feeling very ill. One
morning, after he had left his quarters
for a short walk, we hurried in and put
the newly finished dolls in his room as a
surprise. And were we surprised! When
Srila Prabhupiida saw the dolls he became very happy . That morning his
whole disposition changed a nd he felt in
good health again . The significance, I
think, was that by our work we were
showing him we had learned what he had
brought us to India to learn and that we
were e nthusiastic to go and begin theistic
ex hibitions in the West.
"A few days later I went with Sri! a
Prabhv.pacta on his morning walk and he
told me, 'Yes, I have often though t that I
have brought you here and given you so
much trouble just so you would learn to
do this important work. And now I see it
was not in vain.' "
This marked the conclusion of fifteen
months' training in lndia. Looking back
over this period of preparation, Adi-deva
recalls that the real motivation for all the
devotees involved was the desire to
please their spiritual master (which is actually the basic principle of spiritual life).
"Going through that whole experience
together he lped everybody sense the importance that Srila Prabhupada was putting on this work. All the way through,
whenever we would become discouraged

or unsure, we'd either write to SrTia
Prabhupiida, or Baradraja would go see
him, or Pra bhupada would come to visit
us. And he just kept encouraging, always
encouraging."

F.A.T .E. Comes to Los Angeles
After retu rning from India, Baradriija,
Adi-deva, and many other devotees
(some who received training in lndia and
others who simply felt attracted to
F.A.T.E.) met at ISKCON's Western
world-headquarters, in Los Angeles.
Here they began the second phase in the

Besides the Vedic doll-m aking art
(top) , F.A.T.E. boast s a s pecial com·
puter (above) that synchronizes lighting, sixteen-track sound, projectors,
and visuals. " We built our own computer, because we just couldn' t find
anything on the market that could han·
die such sophisticated programming."
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Whereas material life is full of
danger (see exhibit pictured at
far right), s piritual life is full of
delight. We can relate to Kr~ Qa
(" the all-attractive one") as
our master, our friend , our
child, or even (see the exhibit
pictured at right) as our
beloved. Here Kr~Qa 's eternal
consort Srimati RadhariiQi
(whose hand is on His
shoulder) and the other gopis
(cowherd girls) serenade Kr~ Qa
at the sandy bank of the River
Yamuna, in the transcendental
land of Vrndavana.
development of theistic exhibitions in
America.
"Before we constructed the present
exhibit in Los Angeles," Baradriija exl'lains, "we presented the whole idea to
Srila Prabhupiida, with models of all the
dioramas. We marked off a corridor in
the exhibit hall and set up models of the
l'roposed dioramas all along the way.
Srna Prabhupada toured the whole display and approved all our proposed
exhibits. 'Very good,' he said, 'This is
buddhi-yoga: you are utilizing your intelligence to preach Kr~Qa consciousness.
This is very nice.'
"F.A.T.E. is a far-reaching project,"
says Baradraja. "Making dioramas incorporates every facet of the arts and crafts.
Someone is a potter; someone is a
jeweler; someone a carpenter , an
architect, an engineer. We are engaging
tailors, painters, photographers, stainedglass artisans. There is no field of art that
the diorama construction doesn't touch.
It opens up a whole new scope of activities for people in every field. "
Devotees make the dolls at F.A.T.E.'s
Los Angeles studio, using methods
essentially the same as those used in
India. The basic materials- bamboo, rice
straw, various clays, and rice husk-are
the same, as are the processes of finishing, painting, and dressing the dolls. But
if you closely observe the doll makers at
their daily work, you'll find many arts,
crafts, and sciences-and a lot of
paraphernalia and equipment -that
definitely are not imported from India.
For example, to make lighter, stronger,
more portable exhibits, the devotees
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have developed a system of making rubber molds of the original dolls. From
each mold a devotee can cast dozens of
replicas much quicker than he could construct another clay doll. The cast forms
are made of polyester resin, a light,
strong material that can hold up under
frequent shipping and handling.
F.A.T.E. even has its own electronics
department, a vital part of the multifaceted project. At the new museum in
Los Angeles, one specially designed
computer synchronizes the entire exhibition, including varieties of lighting, a
sixteen-track sound system, numerous
film and slide projectors, and special visual effects. " We built our own computer," says F.A.T.E.'s e lectronics engineer Ameyiitmii diisa, " because we
just couldn't find anything on the market
that could handle such sophisticated
programming. "

The Significance of F.A.T.E.
T he development of F.A.T.E. points
up the essence of Kr~Qa conscious philosophy: we achieve our natural and
happy condition when we employ our intelligence, our talents, our possessions everything-in the service of Lord
Kr$na, the source and proprietor of all
thin. is. Thus, Srila Prabhupada has
taught his disciples how to become expert in using everything in the service of
the Lord. Cars, printing presses ,
electronics, the technical and fine artsall can help spread Kr~Qa consciousness,
and devotees should use them. Actually,
these things are meant solely for serving

Kr~Qa. But unfortunately our technological society does not know the eternal science of devotional service to Lord
Krsna and therefore misuses everything
fo~· iemporary sense gratification. Srna
Prabhupada explains that without
dedicating everything to Kr$Qa, we waste
our opulence and our technological advancement, and they become so many
worthless zeros. Only by adding
"one"-K!$Qa-can we turn all our
zeros into millions and billions.
To give everyone a chance to add
Kf$Qa to his life is Srfla Prabhupiida's
mission-a mission given him by his
spiritual master, Srfla Bhaktisiddhiinta
Sarasvati Thiikura, and the mission of a
long line of spiritual masters dating back
five hundred years to Lord Caitanya
Mahiiprabhu Himself. The First
American Theistic Exhibition is an important step toward fulfilling that mission. Srila Prabhupada explains that
people in this age aren' t interested in
reading philosophical books, and those
who do read hardly understand. People
aren't patient. They want to use their
eyes and ears; they want an experience.
So for such people, seeing a diorama that
makes a profound, clear philosophical
statement is equivalent to many weeks
of reading. Even if they see these
dioramas only once, they will never
forget the experience.
Says Baradraja, "Srna Prabhupiida told
me that these dioramas are 'living
books.' People say that pictures are
worth a thousand words. Well, we have
another saying: 'A diorama is worth a
thousand pictures.' "
@

Our body is a chariot (left and below) made of
the material elements. Ordinarily, we let the
driver, our intelligence, be pulled around by
the reins, our mind, which in turn is pulled
around by the horses, our senses. In other
words, as in the exhibit at left, ordinarily we
let our senses carry us away. But as in the exhibit below, we can let Kr~Qa be the driver of
our chariot. We can ask Him to guide our intelligence and take the reins, just as He does here
for His great devotee Arjuna.

As we see in the exhibit pictured
below, child Kr~Qa often disturbs
His mother by His naughty activities, and sometimes she
wants to bind Him up. Once
mother Yasoda tried to tie Kr~Qa
up, but the rope was too short.
She tied together many ropes, but
the rope was still too short. After
a while she was perspiring. At
that time Kr~Qa agreed to be
bound up by His mother. In other
words, no one can bind Kr~Qa by
any means other than love.

All these exhibits come from descriptions in the books
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who himself is portrayed above right,
translating the Bhagavad-gitii (at Vrndiivana's RadhaDamodara temple, just before his journey to America).
Of course, as Srila Prabhupada says, people today are

impatient with books; they want to make full use of
their eyes and ears. So for many people, seeing a
diorama will be as good as weeks of reading. Even if
they see the dioramas only once, they'll never forget the
experience. As Srila Prabhupada also says, these
dioramas are "living books."
BACK TO GODHEAD 23

%e Advent, Gxile, and Triumph of
t::=:::l

11illilliD illilllffiillirnilliiDillill

Just to attract us to His service,
God appeared on earth more
than one million years ago as
Lord Rdmacandra-the most
benevolent ruler and valiant hero
the world has ever known.

T

he incarnations of Godhead are as
numerous as the waves of the sea,
yet Kr!?r:ta, the original Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the source of
them all. Just as from one original candle
we may light many other candles equal in
potency, so Kr$r:ta expands Himself in
many incarnations, each as powerful as
Himself. Each incarnation has the same
objective in human society-namely, to
establish the principles of religion and to
destroy demonic, irreligious influences .
To accomplish this mission, the Lord
once appeared as Sri Ramacandra, the
ideal God-conscious king. The poet
Valmiki tells the full history of Lord
Ramacandra in the Rdmdyana, and the
great sage Sukadeva Gos~ami summarizes the Riimdyaf}a in the SrimadBhdgavatam. To this day people in India
worship Lord Ramacandra in thousands
of temples and regard His reign-the
famous "Rama-rajya" -as the model of
God-conscious government.
Lord Ramacandra appeared in India
more than one million years ago as the
son of the great saintly king Maharaja
Dasaratha. Early in His life the Lord
began ridding the world of unwanted, irreligious elements. In the sacrificial
arena of the sage Visvamitra, He killed
many Rak$asas (demons). Later He
married Sita, who is act ually the Goddess of Fortune ( His eterna l consort)
and the universa l mother. Lord Ramacandra entered the assembly of kings and
heroes from whom Sita was to choose
her husband. Sita's father, King Janaka,
had declared that whoever could break
the bow of Lord Siva would win Sita's
hand in marriage. This bow was so heavy
that it took three hundred men to carry,
but Lord Ramacandra bent it and strung
it and broke it in the middle, just as a
baby elephant breaks a s tick of sugar
cane. In that way He achieved the hand
of Sita, who was equal to Him in the
transcendental opulences of beauty,
behavior, age, and nature.
In Vedic times it was the custom that a
man could have more than one wife, and

Lord Ramacandra, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Himself,
easily broke a bow that had taken
three hundred men to carry (above
right). And He bridged the Indian
Ocean by floating stones (left).

Lord Ramacandra 's fat her, Maharaja
Dasaratha, had three. Since the one
named Kaikeyi had served him ve ry
pleasingly, King Dasaratha had granted
her a benediction. However, the prudent
Kaikeyi had said she would ask for this
benediction later, and the king had
agreed. When the time came for the
coronation of Prince Ramacandra, who
was the son of one of Kaikeyi's co-wives,
Kaikeyi requested her husband to enthrone her own son, Bharata, insteadand to send Ramacandra to the forest.
Aggrieved but nonetheless bound by his
promise, Maharaja Dasaratha ordered
Ramacandra to go to Dar:t\lakarar:tya
Forest for fourteen years, and the Lord,
as an obedient son, followed the order
immediately. He gave up His kingdom,
palace, opulence, friends, and everything e lse. Then He went to the forest
with Sita and His brother Lak$mana.
'1 J )hile wandering in Dar:tc.Jakarar:tya
J'Y Forest, Lord Rama and His companions faced many dangers. On one occasion they encountered Surpar:takha,
the sister of the ten-headed demon
Ravar:ta. Because Surpar:takha ap proached Him with lust, Lord Ramacandra cut off her ears and nose. Then he
annihilated her fourteen thousand
demonic friends with His invincible bow
and arrows.
When Ravar:ta heard about th e
beautiful features of Lord Ramacandra 's
wife, Sita, he also became agitated with
lust-and he formulated a plan to kidnap
her. Ravar:ta ordered the mystic yogi
Marica to assume the form of a golden
deer, app roach Ramacandra 's fo.rest

campsite, and in that way
distract the Lord. By the
Lord's own arrangement,
the ruse worked. When Lord
Ramacandra saw that wonderful deer, He followed it
for a great distance and
finally killed it. Meanwhile,
seeing that both Lak!?mar:ta
and Ramacandra were out of
the way, Ravar:ta swiftly kidnapped Sita, j ust as a tiger
seizes unprotected s heep
when the shepherd is absent.
On this connection His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
commen ts, "A woman ,
however powerful s he may
be in the material world,
must be given protection,
for as soon as she is unprotected she will be exploited by Rak!?asas like
Ravar:ta." According to the
Vedic system, a woman
must be protected at every
stage of life-first by her fathe r, then by
her husband, and finally by her grownup sons.)
/{!though a large bird named
Ja~ayu tried brave ly to stop
Ravar:ta's attack, Ravar:ta defeated him
and cut one of his wings. When Lord
Ramacandra returned and found Sita
missing, He behaved as if very much distressed, and He and Lak$mar:ta began to
search for her. They came upon the
dying Ja~ayu, who told Ramacandra how
Ravar:ta had taken Sita. Then Lord
Ramacandra went on to kill a demon
named Kabandha, and afterward He
made an alliance with Sugriva, Nila, and
Hanuman, the chiefs of the monkeys.
They promised to help Him save Sitii
from Ravar:ta, who had removed her to
his island kingdom of Lanka, presentday Ceylon.
Lord Ramacandra proceeded with His
monkey allies to the shore of the Indian
Ocean , where He fasted for three days,
awaiting the appearance of the personified ocean. When the ocean did not
come, Lord Ramacandra glanced angrily
over the waters with red-hot eyes, and
the ocean became so hot that all the
sharks, crocodiles, and other aquatic
creatures were in great distress. Finally,
the personified ocean fearfu lly approached the Lord, fell at His lotus feet ,
and began to pray: " 0 all-pervading
Supreme Person, I am dull-minded and
did not understand who You were, but
now I understand that You are the
Supreme Person , the master of the universe, the unchanging and original Personality of Godhead. My Lord, You may
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use my water as You like. You may cross
it and go to the abode of RavaJJa. Please
go kill him and thus regain Your wife,
Sita. Please construct a bridge over my
waters. Upon seeing this great deed, all
the exalted heroes and kings in the
future will glorify You."
Lord Ramacandra thus ordered His
mighty monkey soldiers to lop off mountain peaks-trees and all- and throw
them into the water. By the Lord's
supreme will , they began to float. (This
is not very remarkable. By the same
supreme will, countless planets are floating in the vast ocean of space. The Lord
is never limited by the laws of nature,
because nature is under His complete
control.) Then, to rescue Mother Sita, tl!
Lord Riimacandra and the monkey ar- ~~
mies headed by SugrTva, NTia, and §
Hanumiin marched across the I ndian ~
Ocean on the bridge of floating stones §
and launched an assault on Lanka,
RavaJJa's capital. The monkey soldiers §
immediately occupied all the strategic
points, such as the city gates, granaries,
heart like a thunderbolt. Vomiting blood
treasuries, and assembly houses. T he atfrom each of his ten mouths, Riival)a fell
tack was so devastating that the entire
down dead from his airplane. Seeing
city of Lanka appeared like a river distheir leader so ignominiously slain, all of
turbed by a herd of elephants.
RiivaJJa's followers cried tumultuously,
q .4 ) hen RavaDa saw what was hap- "Alas! Alas! What has happened!" Then
JIY pening, he summoned his army of RavaDa's wife MandodarT and the other
Rii k~asas and led them into a fierce ba tslain Rii k$asas' wives came out of
tle with the forces led by Lord RamaLanka, striking thei r breasts and crying
candra. T he Riik$asas had all kinds of
piteously. Seeing her husband's corpse,
sophisticated weapons and rode proudly
MandodarT said, "My husband, you
on elephants, horses, and chariots.
were always causing others to weep, and
However, condemned by the curse of
thus you were called Riival)a. Driven by
Mother Sitii, the Rak~asas had lost all
lust, you could not know Mother Sitii's
good fortune. Thus, even though Lord
influence. But now, because of her
Ramacandra's devoted monkey soldiers
curse, you have been destroyed by Lord
were armed with little more than tree
Rama. 0 delight of the demons, you have
trunks, huge boulders, and crude clubs,
made your body fi t to be eaten by vultures
they were able to kill all of Raval)a's
and your soul fi t to go to hell !"
henchmen. Transce ndental, spi ritu al
Thereafter, Lord Ramaca ndra found
power always defeats the power of
Sita sitting inside a small cottage deep
ma teria listic demo ns. Although the
within a forest of Asoka trees. Seeing
monkeys' weapons were primitive, the
how lean and thin she had grown due to
Lord fought on the monkeys' side-that
her captivity and separation from Him,
was the decisive factor.
the Lord felt great compassion for her
When Riival)a saw that his soldiers
and came before her. When she saw her
had all been killed, he became furious.
beloved husband, her joy knew no
The ten-headed demon boarded his
bounds. Then Lord Ramacandra raised
mystic flower-decora ted airplane and
STili onto a flower-bedecked airplane and
steered it toward Lord Riimacandra, who
boarded the plane Himself, along with
sat on an effulgent char iot. W hen
Lak~ m a l) a , Hanuman, and SugrTva.
Rava t~ a began shooting razor-sharp arTogether they flew back to Lord Ramarows at Ramacandra, the Lord loudly
candra's capital, Ayodhya. The Lord's
rebuked him: " Riival)a, you are an
fourteen-year exile had ended.
abominable, sinfu l, and shameless dog,
As Lord Ramacandra approached
for just as a dog steals food from the
Ayodhya, the princely order greeted
kitchen when his master is gone, so in
Him with showers of beautiful, fragrant
My absence you kidnapped My wife,
flowers, and common citizens offered
STtii. Today I shall punish you without
Him garlands and danced in great jubilafail."
tion. Women su ng poetic prayers and
After rebuking RavaJJa, Lord Ramaprofessional reci ters chanted His glories.
candra shot an arrow that pierced his
Seated beside Mother Sita on His air-

a
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plane of flowers, Lord Riimacandra appeared like a beautiful full moon rising
amidst glowing stars and planets.
Lord Bharata had been r uling
Ayodhyii in His brother Riimacandra's
absence. When Bharata heard the news
of Ramacandra's return to the capital,
He immediately took Ramacandra's
wooden shoes upo n His own head and
came forth with His retinue to receive
Him. Ministers, musicians, priests, and
learned briihma~ws joined the royal
reception party. The musicians vibrated
pleasing music while the briihmat_~as
loudly chanted the Vedic hymns, and
beautiful horses with golden harnesses
drew gaily decorated chariots. Many
soldiers and servants bearing precious
gifts followed in the procession. His
hear t melting with affection and His eyes
overflowing with tears, Lord Bharata
approached His brother and fell at His
feet in deep ecstatic love.
/ {fter offering the wooden shoes
before Lord Riimacandra , Lord
Bharata stood before Him with folded
hands . Then Riimacandra embraced
Bharata for a long time, all the while
bathing Him with tears of joy. Finally,
Bhara ta fervently requested His elder
brother to accept the throne, and Riimacandra agreed.
Lord Riimacandra began His reign as
emperor by sending His brothers out to
conquer the world and establish H is authority. Meanwhile, H e personally
supervised the affairs of His kingdom for
the benefit of ali the citizens. In fact, He
cared for the citizens exactly like a
father. He saw to it that everyone observed religious principles, and as a
resul t everyone was completely happy.

U7

Lord R iimacandra shot an arrow
that pierced Rava1_1a's heart like a
thunderbolt (left ). Now that the
fourteen-year exile had ended, He
and Mother Sitii returned toAyodhyii
on a flower-bedecked airplane (right).
During the reign of Lord Ramacandra,
the bountiful earth freely supplied the
necessities of life for all living beings,
and all physical and mental sufferingdisease, old age, bereavement, lamentation, distress, fear, fatigue-were completely absent. For those who did not
want it, there was even no death.
ord Ramacandra vowed to accept
only one wife and to have no connection with any other woman. He
was a flijar~i (saintly king) and everything in His character was perfect. Thus
He taught the general public by His personal example. Especially exemplary was
His behavior towards the briihma~1as, the
spiritual teachers of society, who in
Vedic times held a higher social position
than even the ruling kings and princes.
Thinking that the briihma~ws' unselfishness entitled them to possess the entire
world, Lord Ramacandra gave them all
the land and wealth in His kingdomeast, west, north, and south. Upon
receiving the gift, the briihmaiJas were
very pleased and spoke to the Lord with
great affection: "0 Lord, You are the
master of the entire universe. What have
You not given us? You have entered the
core of our hearts and dissipated the
darkness of our ignorance by Your
effulgence. This is the supreme gift. We
do not need anything else." So the
briihma~ws remained satisfied with only
the bare necessities of life and returned
all the land to Lord Ramacandra for Him
to rule, with their blessings.
To ascertain what the citizens of
Ayodhya thought of Him , Lord Ramacandra would sometimes walk among
them incognito. One night while He was
walking about in disguise, He happened
to hear a foolish man of heinous
character criticize Mother Sita. To his
own unchaste wife th e man said,
"You go to another man's house, and
therefore you are unchaste and polluted.
I shall not maintain you anymore. A
henpecked husband like Lord Rama may
accept a wife like Sita, who went to
another man's house; but I am not henpecked like Him, and therefore I shall
not accept you again." Although such
talk was sheer nonsense, Lord Ramacandra nonetheless feared that it might
ruin His reputation as a religious ruler.
Thus He parted from His wife, who was
then with child, and she retired to the
hermitage of Yalmiki Muni. After giving

birth to two sons, Sita absorbed herself
in meditation upon the lotus feet of Lord
Ramacandra and then entered into the
earth, unable to bear the separation from
her beloved husband.
pon hearing of Sitii's fate, Lord
Ramacandra was apparently overcome with grief. (Actually, the Lord can
never be disturbed by any mundane
emotion. In reality He felt the intense
spiritual bliss of separation from the
beloved, which can be experienced only
on the highest transcendental platform.)
Thereafter, Lord Ramacandra observed
complete celibacy and performed an
uninterrupted fire sacrifice for thirteen
thousand years. After completing the
sacrifice, He returned to His eternal
abode in YaikUQ!ha , the spiritual skythough He remain s in the hearts of those
who always think of Him. All the citizens
of Ayodhyii accompanied Lord Ramacandra to His planet, where He reigns
eternally with Mother Sita (the Goddess
of Fortune), His brother Lak~maQa , and
His faithful monkey servant Hanumiin.

V

Epilogue
Whereas in an age long ago K~~Qa descended in the form of Ramacandra , in
the present age lie has descended in the
form of His holy names: Hare K r~Qa,
Hare Kmta, K~~Qa Kr~Qa, Hare Hare/
Hare Riima, Hare Riima, Riima Rama,
Hare Hare. When we chant these transcendental names according to the directions of the bona fide spiritual master,
Riima and K~~Qa are still present in this
age. This is because the names of Kr~Qa
and Riima are absolute and thus nondifferent from Kr~Qa and Riima Themselves. So the holy name of Riima has
the same power as Riima Himself to
defeat the modern RavaQas. As His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupiida says, " The kingdom
of Riima was immensely popular and
beneficial, and the spreading of this Hare
Kr~Da movement can immediately introduce a similar situation, even in
this Kali-yuga (Age of Quarrel and
Hypocrisy).''
G
BACK TO GODHEAD 27

International Society for Krishna Consciousness

BECOME A PATRON MEMBE R
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money to the Kr~IJa consciousness movement.
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Sri lsopanil;lad
An ideal introductron to lhe Vedic
knowledge. Eighteen verses. Each a
perfect med1tat1on.
$1 .95 (405)
Bhagavad-gita As It ts
A timeless guide to spiutual per fec·
lion. The largest selling. most wrdely
used edition of lhe Gila rn the Western
world. New condensed versron.
Hardbound: $5.97 (301)
Softbound: $2.95 (302)
Kfi;lr)a, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead
The K!!;r)a stori es of the Vedas rna
readable short-story format. with ac·
companymg lllustratrons.
Hardbound $7.95 per volume (307,
308,309)
S19.95 per 3-vol. set (31 0)
Softbound: S1.95 per vol (311. 31 2.
313)
$4.95 per 3-vol. set (314)
The Nectar of Devotion
(The complete sc1ence of bhakh·
yoga)
A step-by·step gu1debook on how to
become K!~Qa consc1ous.
Hardbound: $7.95 (305)
Softbound: $3.95 (306)

Readings In
Vedic
Literature
A comprehensive
anthology of
ancient India's
philosophy.
$1.95 (407)

....._..

(;uy Journe:y1

$;

\i'Ji,

~

Easy Journey
to Other
Planets
Myshc yoga,
astral travel. and
d1vme love 1n
lhe matenal and
spiutual un1verses
$125 (402)

The Perfection
of Yoga
Body and mind
control that frees
you from illus1ons
and false
1den1tt1es
$.95 (406)

•

Perfect Questions,
Perfect Answers
One of India's
greatest samts
fulf 111s a Peace
Corps worker's
search for
meaning.
$1.50 (406)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
The essenltal teachmgs of
Lord K!$r)a·s most merc1lul
1ncarnat1on.
Hardbound: $6.95 (303)
Softbound: $4.95 (304)
If for any reason you're not pleased with these books, just return

The Hare Kf!?Qa
Cookbook
Vegetauan rec1pes.
$1.95 (503)

Gopal Coloring Book
A pas11me lor children
$1.95 (502)

P..t~.t:d

Sri Caitanya-caritamfla
The hie and precepts ol K!$na's most merc1lul ulCarnal!on.
Prahlad Picture
descubed 1n deta11 17 hard bOund volumes. $7.95 each
and Storybook
Ad1-111a. rn 3 parts (111, 112, 113)
A transcendenlal story
Madhya-lila, m 9 parts ( 121 . 122. 123. 1 24, 125, 126,
for chrldren. $195(501)
127. 126. 129)
Antya-1113, m 5 parts (131. 132. 133, 134, 135)
them wtthin 10 days and receive a complete refund.

,----- ------ ------ ----1

Subscribe to this unique spiritual journal--

Srimad-Bhcigavatam
The postgraduate sc1ence of spu1tua1reahzallOn
The book 1hat begms where the Gila leaves oil.
HardbOund $7 95 per volume. 24 volumes ava1lable
Canto 1,1n 3 parts (211 , 212, 213)
Canto 2. 1n 2 parts (221, 222)
Canto 5. 1n 2 parts (251 . 252)
Canto 6. 1n 3 par Is (261 . 262, 263)
Canto 7.1n3 parts (271 . 272. 273)
Canto 6. m 3 parts (281 , 282. 283)
Canto 9. m 3 parts (291. 292. 293)

fully devoted to the world of Kr~r:Ja
consciousness and self-realization .
One year ... only $?(outside U.S.A. $8)

1

J.!l-~ THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST Dept. BTG 12-7

U

3764 Watseka Ave.. Los Angeles. California 90034

0
0
0

Send me i nformation on your membership program.
Please send me a free book catalog.
Send me the next twelve issues of BACK TO
GOO HEAD. My check or money order for $7 is included.
(S8 outside U.S.A.)
0 Please send the books I've circ led below. My check or
money order for $ _ _ total payment is enclosed.! understand
th at I may examine them for 10 days and, if not satisfied,
return them for a f ull refund.
t tt
112
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t23
t 24
t25
t26
t27

t 28
t 29
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311
3t2
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402 SOt
405 502
406 503
407
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Name
Address -------------- ----- - -------------- ----City
State
ZIP --- --

If your order is under $4 95, please add $.50 tor postage. $4.95 to $9 95
add $.70 postage. and over $9.95 add 6"4 oltotal order.

