


Devotees chant Hare Kr~IJa in Times Square. 

A short 
statem.ent of 
the philosophy 
ofKrsna . . . 
Consciousness 

The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness (/SKCON) is a 
worldwide community of devotees prac
ticing bhakti-yoga, the eternal science 
of loving service to God. The Society 
was founded in 1966 by His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupdda, a pure devotee of God 
representing an unbroken chain of 
spiritual masters originating with Lord 
Kmw Himself. The following eight 
principles are the basis of the Km1a 
consciousness movement. 

We invite all our readers to consider 
them with an open mind and then visit 
one of tile ISKCON centers to see how 
they are being applied in everyday life. 

1. By sincerely cultivating a bona 
fide spiritual science, we can be free 
from anxiety and come to a state of 
pure, unending, blissful conscious
ness in this lifetime. 
2. We are not our bodies but eternal 
spirit souls, p~rts and parcels of God 
(Kgn)a). As such, we are all b_roth
ers, and Kr~t:la is ultimately our 
common father. 
3. Kr~Qa is the eternal, all-knowing, 
omnipresent, all-powerful, and all
attractive Personality of Godhead. 
He is the seed-giving father of all liv
ing beings, and He is the sustaining 
energy of the entire cosmic creation. 
4. The Absolute Truth is contained 
in all the great scriptures of the 
world. However, the oldest known 
revealed scriptures in existence are 
the Vedic literatures, most notably 
the Bhagavad-gita, which is the literal 
record of God's actual words. 
5. We should learn the Vedic knowl
edge from a genuine spiritual 
master-one who has no selfish mo
tives and whose mind is firmly fixed 
onKrsna. 
6. B~fore we eat, we should offer to 
the Lord the food that sustains us. 
Then Kr~Ifa becomes the offering 
and purifies us. 

7. We should perform all our actions 
as offerings to Kr~oa and do nothing 
for our own sense gratification. 
8. The recommended means for 
achieving the mature stage of love of 
God in this age of Kali, or quarrel, is 
to chant the holy names of the Lord. 
The easiest method for most people 
is to chant the Hare Kr~t:la mantra: 

HareKrsna 
HareKrSlla 
KrsnaK!Sna 
HareHar·e 
HareRama 
H4reRama 
RamaRama 
Hare Hare 



Chant and be1rappy .. ·. 

New Yorkers will be the first 
to admit that "Fun City" is often 
a hard place to be happy in. But 
the devotees at ISKCON's 
center on Manhattan's West 
55th Street (above) know the 
secret. By chanting the Hare 
Kr~~Ja mantra they've opened 
their minds to a whole new 
dimension of consciousness
God consciousness, Krsna 
consciousness. In other words, 
the pleasure they get from 
chanting doesn't come from 
their senses contacting some
thing outside; it comes from 
their soul contacting the 
Supreme Soul, Kr~!Ja, within. 
Since Kr~~Ja is the reservoir of 
all pleasure, by chanting Hare 
Kr~~Ja they enjoy being with 
Him at all times, everywhere, 
and they stay happy and 
peaceful in all circumstances. 

Find out more about Kr~~Ja 
consciousness in this issue of 
BACK TO GODHEAD magazine. 

Krishan Shalla, Los Angeles businessman: "When I visit the Hare Kp?Qa 
temple and hear the devotees chanting so blissfully, I am very happy to see 
Americans deriving so much benefit from India's Kr~r:ta-conscious culture." 

Dattatreya dasa, book 
distributor: "I've distributed books 
about the science of Kr~r:ta 
consciousness in the airports, the 
shopping malls, the downtown 
streets-and everywhere I've seen 
that people are simply trying to find 
pleasure through their senses. But 
they get about as much pleasure 
from that as a thirsty man gets from 
a drop of water in the desert. These 
Kr~r:ta-conscious books, though, 
show us how real pleasure comes 
from serving God, Kr~r:ta. And 
chanting Hare Kr~r:ta brings us in 
direct contact with Kr~r:ta, the 
reservoir of pleasure." 

Mahasini-devi dasi, Head Cook, Los 
Angeles Temple: "Lord Kr~r:ta is never 
hungry. He's completely self-sufficient. 
But just as a father is pleased when his 
small child offers him a morsel from his 
plate, so Kr~r:ta. the Supreme Father, is 
pleased when we offer back to Him 
what He has given us. Everyone knows 
that God provides the sun, rain, fruits, 
vegetables, and grains; we can't 
manufacture any of these things in our 
factories. Kr~r:ta also gives us the 
intelligence to make nice combinations 
of foods. 

"Here in Los Angeles we cook for 
Kr~r:ta and His hundreds of guests and 
devotees every day. It's a big job, so I 
chant Hare Kr~r:ta to stay in touch with 
the Supreme Energetic-the source of 
all strength and ability-Kr~oa." 
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~ The founder and original editor of 
BACK TO GODHEAD is His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktiyedanla Swami Prabhupada. In September. 
1965, Srila Prabhupiida arrived in 1hc Unilcd 
Stales. In July, 1966. in a s1orefron1 in New York 
City, he began the International Socie1y for 
Krishna Consciousness. And from I hose begin· 
ningdays, BACK TO GODHEAD has been an in· 
1egral pari of ISKCON. 

In fact, since 1944, when he starled wriling. cdil· 
i_ng, printing, and dislributing !JACK TOGODII EAD, 
Srila Prabhupada has often called il " I he backbone 
of the Kr~IJa consciousness movemen1." Al
though over the years it has changed in some ways, 
BACK TO GODHEAD remains, in Srlla Prabhu-
piida 'swords, "an instrumen l for I raining I he 
mind and educating human nature tO rise up 10 the 
plane oft he spirit sou l." 
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What Augustine Knew 
and Didn't Know About 

The Science 
of The Soul 

Early Church father Augustine 
thought that God eternally aban
dons some souls to "soul-death." 
" This is not so," says His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. " Our consciousness 
can always be revived, and that is 
the conviction of this K~~Qa con
sciousness movement . .. . " 
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Hayagriva dasa: Augustine considered 
the soul to be spiritual and different from 
the material body-but he also believed 
that the sou l did not exist before the 
body's birth. He simply supposed that 
the soul is the superior part of the person 
and the body the inferior part. He also 
thought that the sou l auains immortality 
only after God creates it- only after God 
brings it into being. At death, Augustine 
said, the soul goes on to live eternally. 
S rila Prabhupiida: But if the soul is cre
ated, how is it immortal? How is it eter
nal? How can the soul sometimes not be 
eternal? 
Hayagriva dasa: Well, fi rst of all, Au
gustine considered that because of Ad
am's fall, all men are subject to the death 
of the body. In addition, Augustine 
believed that while God destines some 
men to enjoy everlasting happiness after 
death, He destines others to undergo 
everlasting suffering. In other words, 
Augustine said that some people endure 
both physical death- when the soul 
abandons the body - and "so ul
death" -when God abandons the soul. 
Thus, when one is damned he faces not 

only physical death but also "soul
death." 
Sri la Prabhupada: Figuratively speak
ing, when one forgets his identity as a 
servant of God, he undergoes a kind of 
death-but actually the soul is eternal. 
So, what Augustine calls "soul-death" is 
actually forgetfulness of God. Of course, 
until one acquires his freedom from ma
terial existence, he is "spiritually dead," 
even though still existing in the material 
form. Forgetfulness of one's real identity 
is a kind of death, because only when 
one is alive to God consciousness is he 
actually alive. In any case, the soul is 
eternal and survives the annihilation of 
the body. 
Hayagriva dasa: Augustine would con
sider that in some cases the forgetful 
stage is everlasting, that God eternally 
abandons the damned soul to eternal 
perdition. 
Srila Prabhupada: This is not so. Our 
consciousness can always be revived, 
and that is the conviction of this Kr$r:ta 
consciousness movement. A man is un
conscious when he is sleeping, but if you 
call him again and again, the sound of his 



name enters his ear, and he awakens. 
Similarly, this process of chanting the 
Hare Kr~Q.a manl.ra awakens one to spiri
tual consciousness. Then one can return 
to his normal, spiritual life. 

Of course, one may be "eternally 
abandone.d" in the sense that one may 
remain forgetful for millions of years. It 
may seem eternal, but actually one's 
spiritual consciousness can be revived at 
any moment by good association, by the 
method of hearing and chanting about 
Kr~Q.a. Devotional service therefore 
begins with srava~am-hearing. ln the 
beginning especially, hearing is very im
portant. If one hears the truth from a 
self-realized soul, one can awaken to 
spiritual life and remain spiritually alive 
in devotional service. 
Hayagriva dasa: Augustine rejected the 
idea that the various material bodies in 
this world are like prisons for the punish
ment of sin. 
Srila Prabbupada: The soul is essen
tially part and parcel of God, but in this 
material world the soul is factually im
prisoned in different types of bodies. In 
the Bhagavad-gitd [14.4] Sri Kr~Q.a says: 

sarva-yoni~u kaunteya 
murtaya/:1 sambhavanti yd/:1 

tdsdm brahma mahad yonir 
aham b[ja-pradab pitd 

"It should be understood that all species 
oflife, 0 son ofKunti, are made possible 
by birth in this material nature, and that 
I am the seed-giving father." From ma
terial nature-the mother-different 
species are coming. The living entities 
are found in ~arth, water, air, and even . 
fire. The individual souls, however, are 
part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, 
who impregnates them within this ma
terial world. The living entity then comes 
out into the material world through the 
womb of some mother. It appears that 
the soul is coming out of matter, but the 
soul is not composed of matter. The 
soul, always part and parcel of God, 
simply assumes different types of bodies · 
according to his pious or impious ac
tivit.ies and desires. The desires of the 
soul actually determine higher or lower 
bodies. But in any case the soul is the 
same. h is therefore said that those who 
are advanced in spiritual consciousness 

Augustine wrote, "Reincarnation is 
·ridiculous. There is no such thing as 
a return to this l{fefor the 
punishment of souls . ... " "The. 
soul is essentially part and parcel of· 
God," says Sri/a Prabhupada, "but 
in this material world the soul is 
factually imprisoned in different 
types of bodies . ... The desires of 
the soul actually determine higher 
or lower bodies. "Left: the soul 

· (indicated by a star) makes his long 
journey up through millions of lower 
bodies-aquatics, plants, birds, 
beasts-to the human body. In the 
human body he at last gets the 
chance to revive his long-forgotten 
relationship with Lord Km;a and 
His eternal consort Riidhii. 

see the same quality of soul in each and 
every body, whether it is the body of a 
dog or a brdhma~a [a saintly personi. 
Hayagriva dasa: Also, Srila Prabhu
pada, Augustine considered the soul to 
be created to inhabit only one particular 
body, which he felt was a gift from God. 
Augustine thus rejected reincarnation or 
transmigration. He wrote, "Let these 
Platonists stop threatening us with 
reincarnation as a punishment for 
our souls .... Reincarnation · is ridicu
lous .... There is no such thing as a 
return to this life for the punishment of 
souls .... If our creation, even as mor
tals, is due to God, how can the return to 
bodies, which are gifts of God, be 
punishment?" So if the body is a gift of 
God, Augustine would ask how it could 
also be a punishment. 
Srila. Prabbupada: Does he think that if 
someone takes the body of a hog or a 
similar lower creature, that is not 
punishment? Why does one person get 
the body of King lndra .or Lord Brahma 
and another the body of a pig or insect? . 
How does he explain the body of a pig? If 
the body is a gift from God, it can also be 
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a punishment from God. When one is 
rewarded, he gets the body of a Brahmii 
or an lndra, and if he is punished he gets 
the body of a pig. 
Hayagriva diisa: So the degree of 
punishment or suffering is proportionate 
to the kind of body one has? 
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. There are many 
men who are;well situated, and there are 
others who are suffering. Suffering and 
enjoyment take place according to one's 
body. That is explained in the Bhagavad
gitti [2.14]: 

matra-sparstis tu kaunteya 
suo~~a-sukha-du~kha-dd~ 

tigamdpiiyino 'nityds 
tams titik~asva bharata 

"0 son of Kunti, the nonpermanent ap
pearance of happiness and distress, and 
their disappearance in due course, are 
like the appearance and disappearance of 
winter and summer seasons. They arise 
from sense perception, 0 scion of 
Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate 
them without being disturbed." A man 
may perceive cold very acutely, while a 
fish may not perceive it. So the percep
tion is relative to the body. Thus the 
body is a source of suffering and enjoy
ment-or we may consider it as punish-

ment and reward. 
Hayagriva dasa: What about the 
human body? Is that a gift or a punish
ment? 
Srila Prabhupiida: It is both. In the 
human form of life, as in other forms, 
material nature punishes the living en
tity with so much suffering. But at the 
same time, you can consider human life 
a gift-because in the human form we 
can approach God. We should thinK that 
if God has given us this body for our 
punishment, it is His mercy; for by 
undergoing His punishment willingly 
and practicing K~~l).a consciousness, we 
may become purified and progress 
toward God. Devotees think in this way. 
Although the body is a form of punish
ment, they consider it a reward-be
cause by undergoing the punishment, 
they are progressing toward God-realiza
tion. Even when the body is given by 
God for our correction, it can thus be 
considered a gift. 
Hayagriva dasa: According to Au
gustine, the physical body precedes the 
spiritual. He writes, "If there is a natural 
[physical] body, there is also a spiritual 
body ... but it is not the spiritual that 
comes first, but the physical, and then 
the spiritual. ... " 
Srila Prabhupada: No. Every living en

" ... In any case the soul is the same. It is 
therefore said that those who are advanced in 
spiritual consciousness see the same quality of 
soul in each and every body, whether it is the 
body of a dog or the body of a brahmal)a !saintly 
person!." 

tity has an eternal spiritual 
body'· which exists before 
he takes on a material 
body. As we said, entering 
the material body is a kind 
of punishment. Every soul 
is eternally part and parcel 
of God, but because of 
some sinful activity, the 
living entity comes into 
this material world. In the 
Bible it is said that due to 
disobedience to God , 
Adam and Eve lost 
paradise and had to come 
into the material world. 
The soul belongs to the 
paradise in heaven-the 
planets of K~~l)a-but 
somehow or other he falls 
within this material world 
and takes on a material 
body. According to one's 
activities one is elevated or 
degraded-as a demigod, 
human being, animal, or 
plant. In any case, the soul 
is always aloof from the 
material body. This is con
firmed by the Vedic 
literatures. Our actual, 
spiritual life is revived 
when we are freed from 
material contamination, 
or, in other words, from 
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reincarnation. 
Hayagriva dasa: Augustine conceived 
of a spiritual world in which all the souls 
would be in bliss, and would be eternally 
loving and glorifying God. They would 
still possess freedom of will, but sin 
would have no power to tempt them. 
Srila Prabhupada: Yes , sin cannot 
touch one who remains in contact with 
God. According to our desires, we 
associate with the modes of material 
nature and acquire different types of 
bodies. Nature, the agent of Kr$l).a, 
affords us facilities by giving us a body 
which is like a machine. When a son in
sists, "Father, give me a bicycle," the 
affectionate father complies. This is simi
lar to our relationship with K~$t:\a, as He 
explains in the Bhagavad-gita [18.61]: 

isvara~ sarva-bhiltiinarh 
hrd-dese 'rjuna ti~!hati 

bhrdmayan sarva-bhiitdni 
yantrdrii{ihdni mdyayd 

"The Supreme Lord is situated in every
one's heart, 0 Arjuna, and is directing 
the wanderings of all living entities, who 
are seated as on a machine, made of the 
material energy." The Supreme Father, 
K~$t:la , is within the core of everyone's 
heart. As the living entity desires, the 
Father supplies a body manufactured by 
material nature. This body is destined to 
suffer, but the spiritual bodies in the 
Vaikui.lthas [spiritual planets] are not 
subject to birth, old age, disease, or 
death, or the threefold miseries."' The 
spiritual bodies are eternal and full of 
knowledge and bliss. 
Hayagriva diisa: Augustine seems to 
admit the transcendence and omnipres
ence of God, but he seems at the same 
time to reject His existence as the 
localized Paramatmii [Supersoull accom
panying each individual soul. He writes, 
"God is not the soul of all things but the 
maker of all souls." 
Srila Prabbupada: Then how is God 
omnipresent? The Paramatma is indi
cated as the all-pervading Supersoul 
both in the Brahma-sarhhitd and the 
Bhagavad-gitii. Besides the verse I have 
just mentioned, elsewhere in the 
Bhagavad-gitd Kf$Qa says: 

upadra~.tdnumantii ca 
bharta bhoktd mahesvara~ 

paramiitmeti ciipy ukto 
dehe 'smin puru~a~ para~ 

"Yet in this body there is also a transcen
dental enjoyer, who is the Lord. He is 

*Miseries arising from our own body and mind, mis
eries caused by other living beings, and miseries 
caused by natural disturbances. 



the supreme proprietor, overseer, and 
permitter, and He is known as the Super
soul" [Bg. 13.231. T he Supersoul is also 
present within every atom: vi~fabhyaham 
idatn krrsnam ekatnsena srhito jagar: 
" With a single fragmen t of Myself I per
vade and support this entire universe" 
[Bg. 1 0.42). So God 's all-pervading 
Paramatma fe~)lure cannot be denied. 
Hayagriva dasa: For Augustine, the 
human mind and soul-he called it the 
"reasonable soul" -were one and the 
same. 
Srila Prabhupiida: No. These are dif
ferent identities. The soul is placed in 
various bodies that have different ways 
of thinking, feeli ng, and willing-dif
ferent minds. For instance, a dog's mind 
is not equal to that of a human being, but ~ 
this is not to say that a dog does not have " 
a soul. So the mind differs according to 
the body, but the soul always remains 
the same. .9 

Hayagriva das a: Well, because he ~ ----- - ------" 
lumped together the soul and the mind, 
Augustine held that the souls of animals 
are not the same as the eternal , 
"reasonable" souls of human beings. In 
this way he could justify animal ki ll ing. 
He wro te, " Indeed, some people try to 
stretch the prohibition 'Thou shalt not 
kill' to cover beasts and cattle, and make 
it unlawful to kill any such animal. But 
then , why not include plants and any
thing rooted in and feeding on the 
soil? ... Putting this nonsense aside, we 
do not apply 'T hou shalt not kill' to 
plants, because they have no sensation; 
or to irrational animals that fly , swim, 
walk, or creep, because they are linked 
to us by no association or common bond. 
By the creator's wise ordinance they are 
meant for our use, dead or alive. It only 
remains for us to apply the command
ment 'Thou shalt not kill' to man 
alone-oneself and others." 
Srila Prabhupada: The Bible says, 
" Thou shalt not kill " -without qual
ification. Of course, our Vedic philoso
phy does admit that one living entity 
serves as food for another living enti ty. 
That is a natural law. As stated in the 
Srfmad-Bhagavatam, those animals who 
have hands eat animals without hands. 
And the four-legged animals eat animals 
that cannot move, as well as vegetables. 
So the weak are food for the strong. One 
must eat an animal or a vegetable
whatever the case, one must inevitably 
eat some living entity. It thus becomes a 
question of selection. However, our 
Kr~Qa consciousness philosophy does 
not teach us to select our foodstuff on 
the basis that plant life is less sensitive 
than animal life, or that animal life is less 
sensitive than human life. We consider 
all human beings, animals, and plants to 

"The soul belongs to the paradise in heaven- the planets of Kr~q.a. Our 
actual, spiritual life is revived when we are freed from contamination- or, 
in other words, from reincarnation." 

be living entities, spirit souls. 
So, apart from vegetarian or non

vegetarian diets, we are basically con
cerned with Kr~t)a prasada ["Kp?Qa 's 
mercy,'' food offered to Kr~Qa with love 
and devotion.] We simply take the rem
nan ts of whatever ~f~Qa eats. In the 
Bhagavad-gira [9.26] Sri Kr~Qa says: 

parratn pu~patil phalatit royatn 
yo me bhakrya prayacchati 

tad ahatn bhakry-upahrram 
asnami prayariirmanab 

" If one offers Me with love and devotion 
a leaf, a flower, fruit or water, I will ac
cept it." This is our philosophy. We are 
concerned with taking the remnants of 
Kr~Qa's food, which we call prasada, 
mercy. 

Since we want to act on the level of 
loving devotion to Kr~Qa, we have to 
find out what He wants and offer Him 
only that. We cannot offer Him anything 
undesirable or unasked for. So meat, 
fish, and eggs cannot be offered to 
Kr~t:~a. If He desired such things He 
would have said so. Instead He clearly 
requests that a leaf, fruit , flower, and 
water be given to Him. Therefore we 
should understand that He will not ac
cept meat, fish , or eggs. Vegetables, 
grains, fruits, milk, and water are the 
proper foods for human beings and are 
prescribed here by Lord Kr$Qa Himself. 
Whatever else we might wish to eat can
not be offered to Him, since He will not 
accept it, and thus we cannot be acting 

on the level of loving devotion to Kr~Qa 
if we eat such foods. 
Hayagriva dasa: Concerning peace, 
Augustine writes: "Peace between a 
mortal man and his Maker consists in or
dered obedience, guided by faith, under 
God's eternal Jaw .... " 
Sri! a Prabhupiida: Yes. Peace means 
coming in contact with the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead. A man in ignorance 
thinks that he is the enjoyer of this 
world, but when he contacts the Su
preme Personality of Godhead, the 
supreme controller, he understands that 
God is the enjoyer. A servant supplies 
the needs of his master, and we are ser
vants meant to supply enjoyment to 
God. Actually God has no needs to 
fulfill , yet He enjoys the company of His 
servants, who in turn enjoy His com
pany. A servant is very happy when he 
receives a good master, and a master is 
happy to acquire a very faithful servant. 
This is the re lationship between the in· 
dividual soul and God, and when this 
relationship is destroyed, it is said that 
the individual soul exists in maya 
[illusion). When the relationship is 
restored, the individual is situated in his 
spiritual consciousness-Kr~Qa con
sciousness- by which he understands 
that the Supreme God is the actual en
joyer and that we are His servants. God 
is the actual enjoyer and proprietor as 
well as the Supreme Being. When we 
understand God's transcendent a l 
qualities, we become happy and attain 
peace. ~ 

BACK TO GODHEAD 7 







"Among the nai've, of course, one may pass for a spiritual 
master by wearing robes and a beard, bearing a twinkle in one's eye, 

performing some magic tricks, or speaking riddles. But 
intelligent people won't settle/or these outer trappings . ... " 

Establishing the Proof: 

Who Is a Real Guru? 
A Special Article by the Back to Godhead Staff 

A recent Gallup poll revealed that 
more than nineteen million American 
adults are now practicing some form of 
yoga, meditation, or other "self
renewal" process. To meet this great de
mand, many "gurus" have appeared on 
the scene, each teaching his version of 
spiritual truth. Some have attracted large 
followings, and every disciple undoubt
edly feels that his guru is the best. But 
for the serious seeker of truth, choosing 
a spiritual master cannot be a matter of 
mere sentiment. Spiritual life is factual 
and scientific, and we have to test the 
qualifications of any spiritual teacher by 
referring to the standard authority. This 
authority is scripture, especially 
the Sanskrit Vedic scriptures, which 
throughout history have provided the 
philosophical basis for the guru-disciple 
relationship. By referring to Vedic scrip
tures we can know the criteria for a bona 
fide spiritual master. Then we can easily 
see who is actually a spiritual master, and 
who is a fraud. 

Examining the Guru's 
Teachings 

Among the na·ive, of course, one may 
pass for a spiritual master by wearing 
robes and a beard, bearing a twinkle in 
one's eye, performing some magic 
tricks, or speaking riddles. But intelligent 
people won't settle for these outer trap
pings; they' ll want to know the real 
criteria for determining a teacher's au
thenticity. 

The first criterion, according to the 
Vedic scriptures, is the quality of the 
words the teacher speaks. (Even a fool 
may be highly esteemed-until he 
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speaks.) In. the Bhagavad-gitti Lord Sri 
Kr~9a, the original spiritual master, tells 
his disciple Arjuna, "The self-realized 
soul can impart knowledge unto you be
cause he has seen the truth." In other 
words, a genuine guru must have 
realized the Absolute Truth, the Per
sonality of Godhead, and he must be 
able to impart this truth to his disciple, 
thus freeing him (or her) from repeated 
birth and death. 

We should therefore immediately re
ject as outright charlatans those so-called 
gurus who pretend to have some spiri
tual knowledge, but who teach their dis
ciples only how to gain some material ad
vantage- a slimmer body, better sex life, 
success in business, and so on. Real 
spiritual life means getting free from the 
agony of birth and death. How can a 
common man, unable to distinguish 
spirit from matter-and thus himse(l 
caught in the cycle of birth and death
claim to be a spiritual master? Such 
cheaters generally take up the "guru 
business" just to earn a living. But the 
Srimad-Bhtigavatam, the essence of all 
Vedic scriptures, sternly warns, " No one 
should become a guru unless he can free 
his disciple from birth and death." 

A true spiritual master must not only 
be able to distinguish spirit from matter; 
he must also be able to distinguish the 
minute, individual spirit (the soul) from 
the supreme spirit (the Supersoul, or 
God). Failure to make this important 
distinction disqualifies many of today's 
so-called spiritual masters. In fact, blur
ring the difference between God and the 
living entity is the most common philo
sophical flaw among modern gurus. 
Their reasoning goes something like 

this: "The eternal spirit soul within the 
body is Brahman, and the supreme spirit 
beyond the body is also Brahman. 
Therefore, we are all equal to the Su
preme Brahman-or in other words, ev
eryone is God." 

But Lord Krsna Himself denies this 
idea in the Bl;~gavad-gitti (15. 7): " The 
living entities in this material world are 
eternally My fragmental parts." It is cer
tainly true that the Vedic scriptures, es
pecially the Upani$ads, teach meditation 
on Brahman, the eternal spirit. And they 
also teach the realization that each one 
of us, as a spirit soul, is also Brahman, 
separate from our material body. But 
beyond this all the Vedic scriptures ex
plain that although each of us is spirit, 
we are only minute sparks of the su
preme spirit, God. In other words, God 
is supreme and infinite, and we are all 
His infinitesimal expansions; therefore, 
our duty is to serve Him. This simple ax
iom is the essence of theism, and all the 
world's religions loudly declare it. For a 
guru to omit or distort this teaching is a 
serious philosophical lapse. Behind his 
negligence we will usually find a cheating 
mentality-a strong aversion for surren
dering to the mastership of God. So, 
when the teachings of a spiritual master 
are inimical to bhakti, or loving devotion 
to God-when he teaches that there is 
no personal God, or that God is only an 
energy, or that we can become God
then we should reject him. 

Just as it is a fraud for a so-called guru 
to offer only gross material benefits, or 
to collect money from his disciples for 
selfish aims, or to teach the disciples that 
they are God or can become God-so it 
is an even greater fraud for the so-called 



guru to proclaim that he himself is an in
carnation of God. The Vedic scriptures 
predict the incarnations of God and de
scribe their extraordinary qualities and 
activities. So any ordinary person who 
poses as a guru and says he is an incarna
tion of God exposes himself as the 
greatest fool in human society. The truth 
is that everyorie, including the spiritual 
master, is an eternal servant of God. 

Since we are all servants of the 
Supreme Lord, a bona fide guru must be 
a devotee of the Supreme Lord a.nd teach 
others how to become His devotees. In 
fact, unless the guru is a devotee of Lord 
Kr~l)a, he cannot understand transcen
dental knowledge-what to speak of im
parting it to others. An ideal example of 
a qualified recipient of transcendental 
knowledge is Arjuna, whom Lord Kr$IJa 
empowered to understand the Bhagavad
gira because of his devotional attitude. 
Kr~l).a explains in the fourth chapter, " 0 
Arjuna, this very ancient science of the 
relationship with the Supreme is today 
told by Me to you because you are My 
devotee as well as My friend; therefore 
you can understand the transcendental 
mystery of this science" (Bg. 4.3). 
Though Kr~l)a spoke the Bhagavad-gita 
five thousand years ago, His words still 
hold true today: only the Lord's devo- ~ 
tees can understand transcendental ~ 
knowledge.. ~ 

losopher achieves renown on the basis of 
his teachings alone, regardless of his per
sonal life. But in Vedic society, if a man 
is a drunkard or in some other way vio
lates the ideal principles he teaches, then 
he is considered not a teacher but a 
cheater. According to the Gitd a real 
guru, who teaches by example, must 
have the qualities of peacefulness, sense 
control , austerity, purity, tolerance, 
honesty, wisdom, and faith in God. So
called gurus who indulge in abominable 
things like meat eating, cigarette smok
ing, and illicit sex, and who covet wealth 
for purchasing various other forms of 
sense gratification, are all disqualified. 
One who cannot control his senses can
not rightfully bear the title " guru." 

Since renunciation is a criterion for a 

Another important criterion for a guru -~ 
is that he himself must be a disciple of a ~ 
bona fide spiritual master-one who is -~ 
part of a succession of spiritual masters ,::: 
coming from Lord Kr~IJa Himself. A .2 
guru's teachings cannot be genuine un- ~ 
less he has received his knowledge by §-,;.w~--.. ...... ...._=.,..-..-.......,..., 
this process of disciplic succession, be
cause one who is not part of a genuine 
disciplic chain can have no access to the 
Vedic knowledge. So we cannot over
emphasize the importance of the dis
ciplic succession in determining the 
credibility of a spiritual teacher. No mat
ter how learned a scholar one may be, he 
cannot understand the import of Vedic 
knowledge by the speculative approach. 
In other words, no one can know the 
Transcendence by his imperfect sense 
perception. As the Svetiisvarara Upani~ad 
(6.23) explains, "Only unto those great 
souls who simultaneously have implicit 
faith in both the Lord and the spiritual 
master are all the imports of Vedic 
knowledge automatically revealed." 

Examining the Guru's Life 

A genuine guru must not only speak 
the truth; he must also live it. In other 
words, his character must be perfect and 
his behavior exemplary. In the West we 
commonly see that a professor or phi-

A genuine guru must not only ~peak 
the truth; he must also live it. His 
character must be perfect and his 

behavior exemplary. 

genuine guru , then what about yogis 
who remain alone in silent meditation, 
seeking to stay pure by avoiding all ma
terial contact? Are they the ideal gurus? 
No-because such withdrawal from the 
mass of people does not help those who 
are suffering without God conscious
ness. One of the greatest God-realized 
gurus, Sri!a Rupa Gosvami, states in his 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, "If one rejects 
material things which could be used in 
the service ofKr~IJa [God), his renuncia
tion is incomplete." Everything should 
be used to serve God. By not withdraw
ing from the world, but rather by using 
worldly things (including money, cars, 
public media, buildings, and so on) to 
spread God consciousness, a genuine 
guru can actually attain complete renun
ciation and also help humanity. 

Sometimes a so-called guru seeks to 
help humanity by performing some 
social welfare mission, such as opening 
hospitals or uplifting the poor. Such a 
man is generally an atheist, devoid of 
any real spiritual knowledge. A true 
spiritual master engages wholeheartedly 
in glorifying the Supreme Lord, fully 
convinced that this alone will. bring the 
highest happiness, even within the ma
terial sphere. Such a true guru has com
plete faith in Narada Muni's words in the 
Srimad-Bhcigavatam: "As pouring water 
on the root of a tree energizes the trunk, 
branches, twigs, and leaves; and as sup
plying food to the stomach enlivens the 
senses and limbs of the body; so simply 
worshiping Lord Kr~IJa through devo
tional service automatically satisfies the 
Lord's parts and parcels, the demigods 
[who supply the rain, air, sunlight, and 
all other necessities for man I." So a 
bona fide spiritual master makes broad
casting the glories of the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead his only business. 
He never wastes time making ma
terialistic plans or concocting dry philo
sophical speculations about God, for he 
knows full weil that all people will be 
completely satisfied if they simply glorify 
God. Lord Kr~IJa describes such genuine 
mahatmas (great souls) as follows: 
"Always chanting My glories, endeavor
ing with great determination, bowing 
down before Me, these great souls per
petually worship Me with devotion" 
(Bg. 9.14) . 

The perfect example of such a 
mahatma is Lord Caitanya Mahiiprabhu, 
an incarnation of Kr$IJa who appeared 
five hundred years ago in Bengal, India, 
to teach pure devotional service. Lord 
Caitanya taught that one should perfect 
his own life by practicing the science of 
Kr~Qa consciousness, and that one 
should also teach others this science. In 
one sense, then, He taught that every
one could become a guru simply by 
telling others about the pastimes and 
teachings of K!$1)a. During His manifest 
existence on earth, Lord Caitanya acted 
as a devotee and always tried to engage 
others in chanting the glories of the 
Lord. Thus, He set the example of an 
ideal spiritual master. 

To summarize, we can see that six 
chief criteria mentioned in the authorita
tive Vedic scriptures determine the 
authenticity of a guru. First, the guru's 
teachings must be fully spiritual: he must 
not cheat his disciples by promising them 
material benefits; rather, he must teach 
them how to become free from material 
life and obtain liberation from the mis
eries of repeated birth and death. Sec
ond, the guru must have attained the 
highest realization of the Absolute 
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Truth-the personality of God-which is 
beyond the incomplete impersonal con
ception. In this way the guru will be com
petent to distinguish between the infinite 
Supreme Spirit (God) and the in
finitesimal spirit souls. Fully aware of 
this distinction between God and the in
dividual soul, he should engage himself 
as a devotee of the Supreme Lord and 
teach devotional service to his disciples. 
The third criterion is that the guru must 
have received his knowledge from a 
bona fide spiritual master through the 
authorized process of disciplic succes
sion, as explained in the Vedic literature. 
The fourth is that the guru's character 
must be pure: he must rigidly follow all 
the religious principles governing saintly 
behavior. Fifth, he must engage himself 
and others in the glorification of the 
Lord as the ultimate activity for human 
society, and he should not divert his en
ergies to material welfare work. And 
sixth, a guru of the highest order must 
spread the message of God (KJ;~I)a) con
sciousness throughout the world. 

Srila Prabhupida 

Now, let's apply these six criteria to 
the Founder-Acarya of the K~~I)a con
sciousness movement, His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, 
so that we can see whether he is in fact a 
bona fide spiritual master. 

First, are Srila Prabhupacta's teachings 
purely spiritual-free of any material 
tinge-and can they liberate one from 
the misery of repeated birth and death? 
Yes. Srila Prabhupada bases all of his 
teachings on the Bhagavad-gita, and 
throughout the Bhagavad-gltii K~~I)a 
declares that His devotee attains the 
highest perfection: " Devotional service 
is the highest activity .... Only by devo
tional service can one achieve transcen
dental knowledge ... . One engaged in 
devotional service is already Iibera ted 
from birth and death .... " Again and 
again Lord K~~l)a declares that bhakti, 
devotional service, is the best method 
for spiritu.al realization. Although the 
Vedas teach many other paths besides 
bhakti (such paths as knowledge, severe 
austerities, karma-yoga, and mystic 
yoga) the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the final 
word in Vedic literature, refers to all 
these as kaitava-dharma, or "cheating 
religion." In truth only unalloyed devo
tional service (bhakti) can give satisfac
tion to the soul~ other practices are of 
value only insofar as they lead to bhakti. 
Thus, at the conclusion of the Bhagavad
gita Lord K~~l)a declares, sarva-dharman 
parityajya: "Give up all other so-called 
religious activities and surrender unto 
Me alone" (Bg. 18.66). On KJ;~I)a's au-
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thority, Srila Prabhupada is teaching 
only bhakti-yoga, love of God. 

Second, has Srila Prabhupada realized 
the Absolute Truth, the Personality of 
Godhead, and is he imparting that 
realization to his disciples? Yes. It is said 
that one can recognize the fully God
conscious spiritual master by his ability 
to raise many fallen souls to the level of 
<;Jod consciousness. Unquestionably, 
Srila Prabhupada exhibits this strength 
to a remarkable degree. Simply by com
ing into contact with Srila Prabhupada, 
thousands of people have devoted their 
lives to Kr$1)~, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Srila Prabhupada's disciples 
are popularly known as "Kf$!)as" and 
"Hare K~$I)a people" -evidence of how 
totally dedicated to God they have ac
tually become. Also, Srila Prabhupacta's 
disciples strictly avoid the four sinful 
activities: meat eating, illicit sex, intoxi
cation, and gambling. These four ac
tivities, the pillars of sinful life, are an 
integral part of our modern society. That 
so many young people have given them 
up so unreservedly is certainly revolu-

tionary, and is but another tribute to the 
bona fide guru. 

Third, has Srila Prabhupacta received 
his knowledge from a bona fide spiritual 
master through the authorized process 
of disciplic succession? Yes. Srila 
Prabhupada is the present representative 
of the most authorized disciplic succes
sion, the Brahma-Madhva-Gau<;liya
sampradaya. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Lord K~~I)a , has blessed this 
disciplic succession by appearing first as 
its original preceptor and again, only five 
hundred years ago, as Lord Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. In the beginning of cre
ation, Lord Kr~l)a taught the Vedas to 
Brahma, the "cosmic engineer," who in 
turn instructed his son and chief disciple, 
Narada Muni. Narada then passed down 
the transcendental knowledge to Vyasa
deva (the literary incarnation of God) , 
who compiled all the Vedic literature, in
cluding the Upani~ads, Vedanta-sutra, 
Purdl',laS, and Mahiibhiirata (which con
tains the Bhagavad-gitii). During the 
twelfth century the great Madhvacarya, 
who defeated both Buddha's voidist 

AN EMERGENCY PRAYERFQRTHE 
BEALTH OFOUR SPIRITUALMASTER 

. On a recent tour.of India, Srila 
Prabhupada became ill and 
retl;!rned heme to Vrndavana. · 
Deeply conc.erned, m.an.y of his 
elder dlseiples went there to be with 
him. When tney asked how they 

, ceuld assist him, Srila Prabhupada 
·said h1s recovery depended on 
Kr~Qa. Rupanuga d&safone of Srila 
Arabhi.Jpada's ~ldest disci.ples, 
wrote this prayer: 

· · 0 superior Vai~?Oavas! 1 

· 0 compassionate A.caryas2 

of the Holy Name! · · · 
0 supreme authorities, 

· Masters of our fate! · . 
Have mercy upon us~ ' 

' .(We are not able to make any prayers, · 
. but this is an emergency!) . ~ . . 

Sastra3 teaches that beca\,lse of disci
ples'bad behavior, or to allow some 

· personal service, or 1o ext:libit ecstatic:; ·. ' 
symptoms, the spiritual master rnay 
display bad health (although he so 
kindly says it is simply due to old age· 
and ~;>ersonal neglect of his l:lealth...,. 
meaning that he has worked too hard 
to save us). ' · 
But we rriay tJot speculate upon the 

" mina! of the Acaryas. · · 

Please hear our petition! . 
We pray for the kindness of our:Grand
father, Bhaktisiddl:l.anta Sarasvau 
TMkura, 4 whe is b,y nature merciful 
upon his spiritual g'randchil.dren. 
We pray for the continued compassion 
Of the SiXGosvamis,5 who ar.e already 
famous in all the three worlds for s'av-
ing' conditioned souls . . ·, ' 

. We pray for the benediction ot' Lord 
CaitanyaMahaprabhu, the most mag
nanimous Supreme Personaiity.of · · 
Gooheao. · ' 
We pray td Radharani, 6 Queen o,f . 
Vrndavana, protector of our neophyte 
bhakti [devotional service]. . 
And we pray to Lord Kr~oa Himself, 
whom .we c:annot even approach with
out the guidance of our Srlla Prabho- ... 
pada. 

We, the fallen servants of His Divine 
Grace, beseech all of our Masters
PI.ease gfve. Srila Prabhllpada more 
time! Time to-insure 1he strength of 
this movement. Time to finish the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam: And anttle 
more tirne fer us to spend at tne lotus 
teet of His DMne'Grace- that we may 
become pure devotees by his mercy. 



philosophy and Sankara's impersonalist 
philosophy, also appeared in this dis
ciplic succession. Srila Riipa Gosvami, 
the most renowned authority on kr~!Ja
bhakti, and Jiva Gosvami , India's 
greatest scholar, are two more links in 
this unbroken chain of spiritual masters. 
And today Srila Prabhupada represents 
the entire line as the disciple of Srila 
Bhaktisiddbanta Sarasvati Thakura. Cer
tainly no other genuine guru has such 
credentials-what to speak of the 
cheaters who concoct their own philoso
phies and deceive the public for their 
personal aggrandizement. 

This brings us to the fourth point: the 
extraordinary purity of Srila Prabhu
pada's character. Unlike those pseudo 
gurus who preach one thing and practice 
another, Sriia Prabhupada exemplifies 
all the qualities of a mahatma (great 
sou\) described in the scriptures. He is 
peaceful, tolerant, merciful, austere, 
totally self-controlled, humble, perfectly 
clean (externally and within his heart), 
and friendly to everyone. Above all, he 
has perfect, unshakable faith in Lord 

We implore you-these ten years have 
passed so quickly, and we are caught 
far too short of perfection (You know 
that actually only ten milliseconds 
have passed in eternal time). 
Therefore kindly extend his stay, lest 
we fall from the spiritual path. 

0 Vai~Qava saints! 
0 Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl TM1<ura, 
Our eternal grandfather. 
0 Six Gosvamis of Vrndavana, 
0 RadharaQi, Mother of Bhakti, 
0 Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
the Master of all, 
0 Lord Kr~r:ta. the final repose of our love, 
0 Vai~Qava Acaryas-
Kindly have mercy upon us: 
Please don't yet take 
Srlla Prabhupada away! 
Kindly grant this emergency prayer .... 

Your most fallen servant, Rupanuga dasa 

Note: $rna Prabhupada has since gradually 
recovered from his illness and is again 
engaging in his regular activities, including 
his translation of and commentary on the 
Srfmad-Bhllgavatam. 

1. V81$Qavas: devotees of Vi$(1U (K!$(18). • 
2. Ac~ryss: spultual masters who leach by setting a per· 
teet e•ample. 
3. Ssstta the scriptures. 
4 BllakttslddM.nra Sarasvatf Tllilltvra: the spiritual 
master ot $rna Prabhup&da 
5 The Srx Gosvllmis: the immedlale d•sctples of Lord 
Cal tanya Mahaprabhu. 
6. Rtldlldrd(ll: K!~Qa's eternal consort. 

Kr~Qa. Anyone who has met him can . 
testify that, without question, he is a 
modern saint in the most profound 
sense. 

Fifth, does Sriia Prabhupada teach 
glorification of God as the only means for 
self-realization, and does he shun ma
terially motivated welfare work? Yes. In 
perfect accord with the scriptures and the 
preceding spiritual masters , Srila 
Prabhupada is exclusively propagating 
the sailkirtana movement- the con
gregational chanting of God's names and 
engagement in His devotional service. 
Many parts of the Vedic literature 
proclaim that of all spiritual practices, 
satikirtana is the most effective for this 
materialistic age: the Brhan-nciradiya 
Purd!Ja explains that no other method of 
God-realization is possible for the people 
of this age; the Kali-santara!Ja Upani$ad 
declares that the holy name will cure the 
chanter of the poisonous effects of the 
present materialistic age of Kali; and the 
Ncirada Paficarcitra says that the Hare 
Kr~Qa mantra (composed entirely of 
God's names) is equal to all other man
tras and sacrifices combined. Lord 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu also taught 
glorification of God through sailkirtana, 
and He particularly stressed the Hare 
Kr~Qa mahci-mantra: Hare Kr~Qa, Hare 
Kr~Qa, Kr~Qa Kr~Qa, Hare Hare/ Hare 
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare 
Hare. As for material well-being, Lord 
Caitanya explains in the Caitanya
caritcimrta (Madhya 22.62) that anyone 
who glorifies Lord Kr~Qa through devo
tional service automatically performs all 
subsidiary activities. In other words, he 
attains both spiritual and material fulfill
ment. So what need is there for ma
terialistic philanthropy? 

Since Srila Prabhupiida is teaching the 
conclusion of the scriptures and is sup
ported by the past authorities, the 
knowledge he is giving is the purest and 
most authorized. None of today's gurus 
is even nearly as qualified in this respect. 
If a would-be guru is not teaching the 
message of the disciplic succession from 
Kr~Qa, and if he does not put forward the 
philosophy of the Bhagavad-gitd, and if 
he does not stress the glorification of 
God by chanting His holy names-then 
he cannot be accepted as genuine. 

Finally, the conclusive evidence that 
Srila Prabhupada is the only real guru 
today is that he is effectively spreading 
God (Kr~Qa) consciousness throughout 
the world. Some persons object when we 
praise Srila Prabhupada so highly. They 
think we are saying no one can become a 
guru except our guru. But actually Lord 
Caitanya says that everyone-especially 
those born in India-should make his 
life perfect by practicing Kr~Qa con-

sciousness and then teach Kr~Qa 
consciousness to others. Only Srila 
Prabhupada, however, has taken up the 
Lord's order with so much determina
tion and so much success. Twelve years 
ago, while living in Vrndavana, the land 
of Kr~Qa, Srila Prabhupada saw that his 
elder Godbrothers were not carrying out 
the order of Lord Caitanya and Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura to 
spread the message of Kr~Qa conscious
ness. Now that Srila Prabhupada has 
taken up that order, he deserves not 
criticism but praise. Indeed, the entire 
world should cooperate with such a self
less universal teacher. 

The Miracle 
of Srila Prabbupida's Books 

Certainly there is abundant evidence 
of Srila Prabhupada 's greatness, but the 
most conclusive of all is his books. First, 
Srila Prabhupada is the only guru who 
has pre sen ted the Bhagavad-gitci purely, 
without misleading commentary. As 
long ago as the end of the nineteenth 
century, many Hindu gurus came to the 
United States claiming to be great saints 
and scholars of the Bhagavad-gitd. They 
presented the Gitd in many versions
nearly one hundred-but not one pro
duced even a single devotee of Kr~Qa. In 
other words, these false gurus put forth 
the Bhagavad-gitd with self-interested in
terpretations, simply to popularize their 
own philosophies. Thus they ignored the 
Gitci's real philosophy of surrender to 
Kr~Qa. And the result? Although many 
people admired the Bhagavad-gitci, no 
one could understand it, and no one 
cared to become a devotee of Kr~.oa. 
However, since Srila Prabhupada's pub
lication of the Bhagavad-gitci As It Is, 
thousands of people have become puri
fied by this knowledge and have taken up 
devotional, service to Lord Kr~Qa. 

Among Srila Prabhupada's other books 
are the Srimad-Bhcigavatam (a work in 
progress) and the Caitanya-caritcimrta, 
two of the most important Vedic scrip
tures. To date Srila Prabhupada has writ
ten more than sixty volumes, and he is 
currently producing one complete book 
nearly every month. These publications 
(and their author) have won the praise 
of leading scholars throughout the 
world, as the following comments will at
test. 

Professor Garry Gelade of Oxford 
University writes, "This [Srimad
Bhagavatam) is a book to be trea
sured .... The clarity and precision of 
Srila Prabhupada's commentaries on the 
text can rarely have been equaled. No 
one of whatever faith or philosophical 
persuasion who reaos this book with an 
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open mind can fail to be moved and im
pressed.'' 

Dr. Shaligram Shukla, Professor of 
Sanskrit at Georgetown University, 
praises Srila Prabhupiida's Bhagavad-gitii 
As It Is: "It is a deeply felt, powerfully 
conceived, and beautifully explained 
work .. . I have never seen any other 
work on the Gitii with such an ardent 
voice and style." 

And Dr. Kailash Vajpeye, Visiting 
Professor of Indian Studies at the Uni
versity of Mexico, expresses himself in 
this way: "Of all commentaries on the 
Bhagavad-gitii that have appeared until 
now in the West, this present edition by 
Sri A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu
piida is the best. ... Sri! a Prabhupiida 's 
Sanskrit scholarship is without parallel. 
His penetration into the meaning of the 
text indicates the deepest realization and 
understanding of the profound meaning 
of the Gitii." 

Conclusion 
From every angle of vision and on 

every count, it is clear that Srila Prabhu
piida is jagad-guru-a pure devotee em
powered by the Supreme Personality of 
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Godhead to teach Kr~ma consciousness 
to the entire world. Indeed, more than a 
century ago Srila Bhaktivinoda Thiikura, 
one of the great spiritual masters in the 
line of disciplic succession, predicted the 
advent of His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupiida. Sri!a 
Bhaktivinoda wrote, "A personality will 
soon appear to preach the teachings of 
Lord Caitanya and move unrestrictedly 
over the whole world with His mes
sage." 

In 1965, at the advanced age of sev
enty, with no companion and practically 
no money (about five dollars) -but with 
the ardent desire to execute the instruc
tion of his guru-Srila Prabhupada left 
his home in Vrndiivana, India, and 
sailed to America. On his arrival in 
Boston Harbor, SrT!a Prabhupacta wrote, 
"I do not know, Kr~IJa, why You have 
sent me here. These people are all 
demonic, engaged in meat eating and il
licit sex. How will they be able to hear 
the message of Kr~IJa?" Srila Prabhu
pada wasn ' t patronized by any organiza
tion in the United States, nor was he 
helped by His Godbrothers in India. Yet 
as a surrendered servant of his spiritual 

master, he tried to spread Kr~IJa con
sciousness, beginning from a humble 
storefront on New York's Lower East 
Side. The success of the worldwide 
Kr$1Ja consciousness movement today is 
a testimony to Kr~IJa's favor upon His 
pure devotee. 

Srila Prabhupiida started the Kr~IJa 
consciousness movement single
handedly, and in only eleven years he 
has laid the foundation, organized the 
framework, and imparted the philosophy 
for a universal movement to establish 
God consciousness throughout human 
society. In only eleven years Srila 
Prabhupiida has circled the globe more 
than a dozen times-preaching, translat
ing, opening more than one hundred 
centers, managing worldwide affairs, and 
accepting thousands of disciples-all at a 
pace that none of his youthful followers 
has been able to match. His sixty-plus 
books have been translated into fifteen 
major languages, and they are standard 
texts in colleges and universities 
throughout North America, Europe, 
Australia, and parts of Asia. 

Srila Prabhupada has taught business
men to do business for Kr~IJa, artists to 
paint and sculpt for Kr~IJa, and scientists 
to use their brainpower and know-how 
for Kr~IJa . He has taught mothers to 
raise Kr~IJa-conscious children, actors to 
perform dramas depicting the pastimes 
of Kr~IJa, and anyone and everyone to 
chant Hare Krsna and eat prascida, food 
offered to Krs~·a·. He has transformed his 
fortunate di~ciples (who had formerly 
been brainwashed by today's demonic 
propaganda of sense gratification) into 
peaceful, self-controlled briihmaiJaS, the 
most intelligent members of human 
society. Srila Prabhupiida is jagad-guru, 
the spiritual master of all of us (all of us 
who agree to hear him submissively), 
and he is teaching the world how to have 
peace, both individually and inter
nationally, by using everything in the 
service of its rightful owner-Kr$1Ja
and by chanting Kr~IJa 's holy names. 

The glory of Srila Prabhupada as the 
representative of God surpasses any at
tempt to define his greatness. Beyond 
the proofs cited in these few pages, a 
closer study of Srila Prabhupada's life 
and teachings will reveal many more 
unprecedented achievements and afford 
further transcendental enlightenment. 
The reader of this humble attempt to 
praise a great soul has been very kind to 
.consider our presentation. To you our 
concluding words are these: we respect
fully request you to read the books of 
this highly exalted bona fide spiritual 
master. If you submissively hear his 
message, certainly it will touch your 
heart and benefit you eternally. ~· 
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First Canto 
"Creation" 

CHAPTER TWELVE 

Birth of Emperor Pari~it 
(continued from previous issue) 

TEXT7 

'lit!~%) 'fR: « ~ ~~ I 
~~ ~ ~~~~m II\? II 

matur garbha-gato vira~ 
sa tada bhrgu-nandana 

dadarsa pun1$aril. kaiicid 
dahyamiino 'stra-tejasa 

mdlu~-mother; garbha-womb; gata~-being situated there; 
vira~-the great fighter; sa~-child Parik.~it; tada-at that time; 
bhrgu-nandana-0 son of Bhrgu; dadarSil-could see; puTU$Qm- the 
Supreme Lord; kaiicit-as someone else; dahyamana~-suffering from 
being burned; astra-the brahmtistra; tejasa-temperature. 

TRANSLATION 
0 son of Bbtgu (Saunaka], when the child Parik~it, the great 

fighter, was in the womb of his mother, Uttari, and was suffering 
from the burning heat of the brahmiistra [thrown by Asvatthimi], 
he could observe the Supreme Lord coming to him. 

PURPORT 
Death generally involves remaining in trance for seven months. A liv

ing being, according to his own action, is allowed to enter into the womb 
of a mother by the vehicle of a father's semina, and thus he develops his 
desired body. This is the law of birth in specific bodies according to one's 
past actions. When he is awake from trance, he feels the inconvenience 
of being confined within the womb, and thus he wants to come out of it 
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and sometimes fortunately prays to the Lord for such liberation. 
Maharaja Parik~it, while in the womb of his mother, was struck by the 
brahmtistra released by ASvatthiima, and he was feeling the burning 
heat. But because he was a devotee of the Lord, the Lord at once ap
peared Himself within the womb by His all-powerful energy, and the 
child could see that someone else had come to save him. Even in that 
helpless condition, . the child Parik~it endured the unbearable tem
perature due to his being a great fighter by nature. And for this reason 
the word vira~ has been used. 

TEXTS 

3r!Ml\4'4'4~ ~(~~;:;.{tre"t¥( I 
~t.f ~ ~iW:'IM .... Wt¥( II <: II 

arig~!ha-miitram amalam 
sphurat-prvata-maulinam 

apivya-darSanam iyiimam 
tll{lid vdsasam acyutam 

arigu$!ha-by the measure of a thumb; miitram-only; amalam
transcendental; sphurat-blazing; pura~a-gold; maulinam-hclmet; 
ap'ivya-very beautiful; darianam-to look at; syamam-blackish; 
tll{lit-lightlling; vasasam-clothing; acyutam-the Infallible (the 
Lord). 

TRANSLATION 
He [the Lord] was only thumb high, but He was all transcenden

tal. He had a very beautiful, blackish, infallible body, and He wore 
a dress of lightning yellow and a helmet of blazing gold. Thus He 
was seen by the child. 

srimad-dirgha-catur-bahum 
tapta-kaiicana-ku(l{ialam 

~tajii~m gadii-paryim 
dlmana~ saroato di§am 

paribhramantam ulkiibham 
bhriimayantam gadam muhu~ 
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srimat-enriched; d!Jgha-prolonged; catur-bahum-four-handed; 
tapta-kanca~~a-=molten gold; ku!t(ialam-earrings; ~aJaja-ak$am
eyes with the redness of blood; gada-~im-hand with a club; 
atma11a~-own; sarva1a~-all; &sam-around; paribhromanlam
loitering; ulkdbham-like shooting stars; bhnimaya.ntam-encircling; 
gadam-the club; muhu~-constantly. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord was enriched with four hands, earrings of molten gold 
and eyes blood red with fury. As He loitered about, His club con
stantly encircled Him like a shooting star. 

PURPORT 
It is said in the Brahma-sarilhiUi (Ch. 5) t~t the Supreme Lord 

Govinda, by His one plenary portion, enters into the halo of the universe 
and distributes himself as ParamlitmA, or the Supersoul, not only within 
the heart of every living being, but also within every atom of the ma
terial elements. Thus the Lord is all-pervading by His inconceivable 
potency, and thus He entered the womb of Uttara to save His beloved de
votee Maharaja Parlk~it. In the Bhagavad-gittl (9.31) the Lord assured 
everyone that His devotees are never to be vanquished. No one can kill a 
devotee of the Lord because he is protected by the Lord, and no one can 
save a person whom the Lord desires to kill. The Lord is all-powerful, 
and therefore He can both save and kill as He likes. He became visible to 
His devotee Maharaja Pari~it even in that awkward position (in the 
womb of his mother) in a shape just suitable for his vision. The Lord can 
become bigger than thousands of universes and can become smaller than 
an atom at the same time. Merciful as He is, He becomes just suitable to 
the vision of the limited living being. He is unlimited. He is not limited 
by any measurement of our calculation. He can become bigger than what 
we can think of, and He can become smaller than what we can conceive. 
But in all circumstances He is the same all-powerful Lord. There is no 
difference between the thumblike Vi~IJU in the womb of Uttara and the 
full-Hedged NarayaQa in the VaikuJJtha-dhama, the kingdom of God
head. He accepts the form of arca-vigraha (worshipable Deity) just to ac
cept service from His different incapable devotees. By the mercy of the 
arca-vigraha, the form of the Lord in material elements, the devotees 
who are in the material world can easily approach the Lord, although He 
is not conceivable by the material senses. The arca-vigraha is therefore 
an all-spiritual form of the Lord to be perceived by the material devo
tees; such an arca-vigraha of the Lord is never to be considered material. 
There is no difference between matter and spirit for the Lord, although 
there is a gulf of difference between the two in the case of the condi
tioned living being. For the Lord there is nothing but spiritual existence, 
and similarly there is nothing except spiritual existence for the pure de
votee of the Lord in his intimate relation with the Lord. 

TEXT 10 

~: ~ oft~l(flt<t ft: ~ l 
~ ~ ~~ij ~ ~ ll~oll 

astra-teja~ sva-gadaya 
niharam iva gopatil). 

vidhamanJaril sannika~e 
paryaik$ata ka ity asau 

astra-teja~-radiation of the brahmdstra; sva-gadaya-by means 
of His own club; niharam-drops of dew; iva-like; gopati~-the 
sun; vidhamantam-the act of vanishing; sannika~-nearby; 

paryai~ata-observing; ka~-who; iti asau-this body. 

TRANSLATION 
The Lord was thus engaged in vanquishing the radiation of the 

brahmastra, just as the sun evaporates a drop of dew. He was ob
served by the ch.ild, who thought about who He was. 

TEXT 11 

~~'IT~fq:l 
~ C::~'IIM4 {1~ifl;ij~if' ~ft: II~ ~ II 

vidhri.ya tad ameydtmd 
bhagavan dharma-gub vibhu~ 
m~ da.Samcisa.sya 

tatraivantardadhe hari~ 

vidhuya-having completely washed off; tal-that; ameydlmd-the 
all-pervading Supersoul; bhagavan-the Personality of Godhead; 
dharma-gup-the protector of righteousness; vibhu~-the Supreme; 
mi,sata~-whi1e observing; da.Samdsasya-of one who is dressed by all 
directions; tatra eva-then and there; a.nta~-out of sight; dadhe-be
came; hari~-the Lord. 

c 
TRANSLATION 

While thus being observed by the child, the Supreme Lord Per
sonality of Godhead, the Supersoul of everyone and the protector 
of the righteous, who stretches in all directions and who is un
limited by time and space, disappeared at once. 

PURPORT 
Child Parik~it was not observing a living being who is limited by time 

and space. There is a gulf of difference between the Lord and the in
dividual living being. The Lord is mentioned herein as the supreme liv
ing being unlimited by time and space. Every living being is limited by 
time and space. Even though a living being is qualitatively one with the 
Lord, quantitatively there is a great difference between the Supreme Soul 
and the common individual soul. In the Bhagavad-gitii. both the living 
beings and the Supreme Being are said to be all-pervading (ye~~a sarvam 
idaril tatam), yet there is a difference between these two kinds of all
pervasiveness. A common living being or soul can be all-pervading 
within his own limited body, but the supreme living being is all-pervad
ing in all space and all time. A common living being cannot extend its in
fluence over another common living being by its all-pervasiveness, but 
the Supre~e .supersoul, the Personality of ~ead, is unlimitedlr_ able 
to .exert H1s mfiuence over all places and all tunes and over all living 
bemgs. And because He is all-pervasive, unlimited by time and space, He 
can appear even within the womb of the mother of child Parik~it. He is 
mentioned herein as the protector of the righteous. Anyone who is a sur
rendered soul unto the Supreme is righteous, and he is specifically pro
tected by the Lord in all circumstances. The Lord is the indirect protector 
of the unrighteous also, for He rectifies their sins through His external 
potency. The Lord is mentioned herein as one who is dressed in the ten 
directions. This means dressed with garments on ten sides, up and down. 
He is present everywhere and can appear and disappear at His will from 
everywhere and anywhere. His disappearance·from the sight of the child 
Parik~it does not mean that He appeared on the spot from any other 
place. He was present there, and even after His disappearance He was 
there, although invisible to the eyes of the child. This material covering 
of the effulgent firmament is also something like a womb of the mother 
nature, and we are all put into the womb by the Lord, the father of all 
living beings. He is present everywhere, even in this material womb of 
mother Durgli, and those who are deserving can see the Lord. 

TEXT 12 

mr: ~4~c::Cli ~~~'&~!iii<::~ 1 
~ ~: ~: qru~f«lli@ ~~~~II 

lata~ sarva-gw;uxlarke 
stinukri.la-grahodaye 

jajfie vamsa-dhara~ paiJ4,or 
bhri.ya~ pa(l{iur ivaujasd 
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lalab-thereupon; saroa-all; gu~-good signs; udarke-having 
gradually evolved; sanukula-all favorable; gralwdaye-constellation 
of stellar influence; jajiie-took birth; varil.Sa-dharab-heir apparent; 
pd'J4ob-of Pih:uJu; bhuyab-being; pd~ub iva-exactly like PaJ)gu; 
ojasa-by prowess. 

TRANSLATION 
Thereupon, when all the good signs of the zodiac gradually 

evolved, the heir apparent o£ PSJ:l~u, who would be exactly like 
him in prowess, took birth. 

PURPORT 

Astronomical calculations of stellar influences UJ>!ln a living being are 
not suppositions, but are factual, as confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
Every living being is controlled by the laws of nature at every minute, 
just as a citizen is controlled by the influence of the state. The state laws 
are grossly obse.rved, but the laws of material nature, being subtle to our 
gross understanding, cannot be experienced grossly. As stated in the 
Blwgavad-grta (3.9), every action of life produces another reaction, 
which is binding upon us, and only those who are acting on behalf of 
Yajfia (Vi~r:m) are not bound by reactions. Our actions are judged by the 
higher authorities, the agents of the Lord, and thus we are awarded 
bodies according to our activities. The law of nature is so subtle that 
every part of our body is influenced by the respective stars, and a living 
being obtains his working body to fulfill his terms of imprisonment by 
the manipulation of such astronomical influence. A man's destiny is 
therefore ascertained by the birth time constellation of stars, and a factual 
horoscope is made by a learned astrologer. It is a great science, and mis
use of a science does not make it useless. Maharaja Parik~it or even the 
Personality of Godhead appear in certain constellations of good stars, and 
thus the influence is exerted upon the body thus born at an auspicious 
moment. The most auspicious constellation of stars takes place during 
the appearance of the Lord in this material world, and it is specifically 
called jayanti, a word not to be abused for any other purposes. Maharaja 
Parik~it was not only a great k§atriya emperor, but also a great devotee of 
the Lord. Thus he cannot take his birth at any inauspicious moment. As a 
proper place and time is selected to receive a respectable personage, so 
also to receive such a personality as Maharaja Parik~it, who was es
pecially cared for by the Supreme Lord, a suitable moment is chosen 
w~en all good stars assembled together to exert their influence upon the 
J5.ing. Thus~ he took his birth just to be known as the great hero of 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam. This suitable arrangement of astral influences is 
never a creation of man's will, but is the arrangement of the superior 
man~emcnt of the ~ency of the Supreme Lord. Of course, the arrange
ment IS made accordmg to the good or I.Jad deeds of the living being. 
Herein lie.s the importance of pious acts performed by the living being. 
Only by p1ous acts can one be allowed to get good wealth, good education 
and beautiful features. The sarilskaras of the school of sanatana-dharma 
(man's eternal engagement) are highly suitable for creating an at
mosphere for taking advantage of good stellar influences, and therefore 
garbhadh4110.-sarilskara., or the first seedling purificatory process 
prescribed for the higher castes, is the beginning of all pious acts to 
receive a good pious and intelligent class of men in human society. There 
will be peace and prosperity in the world due to good and sane population 
only; there is hell and disturbance only because of the unwanted, insane 
populace addicted to sex indulgence. 

TEXT 13 

~ ~ 00 fili~tqlfa:ffl: I 
~~~ 'lRftr~ ~~~~~~II 

tasya prilamand raja 
viprair dhaumya-krpadibhib 

jatakam karayam asa 
viicayitva ca mangalam 

tasya-his; prnamandb-satisfied; raja- King Yudhi~!hira; 
vipraib-by the learned brchma(IQS; dhaumya-Dhaumya; krpa
IC{pa; ddibhib-and others also; jiitakam-one of the purificatory pro
cesses performed just after the birth of a child; karayam d.sa-had them 
performed; viicayitva-by recitation; ca-also; marigalam-auspicious. 

TRANSLATION 
King Yudhi~~a, who was very satisfied with the birth of 

Maharaja Parik~it, had the purificatory process of birth per
formed. Learned briihmlll)as, headed by Dhaumya and Kfpa, 
recited auspicious hymns. 

PURPORT 

There is a need for a good and intelligent class of brahTnll{UlS who are 
expert in performing the purificatory processes prescribed in the system 
of val7).ii5rama-dharma. Unless such purificatory processes are per
formed, there is no possibility of good population, and in the age of Kali 
the population all over the world is of sadra quality or lower for want of 
this purificatory process. It is not possible, however, to revive the Vedic 
process of purification in this age, for want of proper facilities and good 
brahma(IQS, but there is the Paiicardtrika system also recommended for 
this age. The Piiiicarturika sy~tem acts on the sadra class of men, 
supposedly the population of the Kali-yuga, and it is the prescribed 
purificatory process suitable to the age and time. Such a purificatory pro
cess is allowed only for spiritual upliftment and not for any other pur
pose. Spiritual upliftment is never conditioned by higher or lower 
parentage. 

After the garbhiidhana purificatory process, there are certain other 
sarilskdras like slmantonnayana, sadhabhak$a(lllm, etc., during the 
period of pregnancy, and when the child is born the fust purificatory 
process is jatakarman. This was performed duly by Maharaja 
Yudhi~~hira with the help of good and learned brahma(IQS like Dhaumya, 
the royal priest, and Krpacarya, who was not only a priest but also a great 
general. Both these learned and perfect priests, assisted by other good 
brahma(IQS, were employed by Mahar;Ija Yudhi~thira to perform the 
ceremony. Therefore all the sarilskdras, purificatory processes, are not 
mere formalities or social functions only, but they are all for practical 
purposes and can be successfully performed by expert brahma(IQS like 
Dhaumya and IC{pa. Such brahma(IQS are not only rare, but also not 
available in this age, and therefore, for the purpose of spiritual uplift
ment in this fallen age, the Gosvamis prefer the purificatory processes 
under Paiicaratrika formulas to the Vedic rites. 

IC{plicarya is the son of the great i;{~i Sardban and was born in the 
family of Gautama. The birth is said to be accidental. By chance, the 
great ~i Sardban met Janapadi, a famous society girl of heaven, and the 
~i Sardban discharged semina in two parts. By one part immediately a 
male child and by the other part a female child were born as twins. The 
male child was late: on known as IC{pa, and the female child was known 
as IC{pi. Maharaja Santanu, while engaged in chase in the jungle, picked 
up the children and brought them up to the brahminical status by the 
proper purificatory process. IC{pacarya later became a great general like 
Dror:~acarya, and his sister was married to Dror:~iicarya. IC{pacarya later 
on took part in the Battle of Kuruk~etra and joined the party of 
Du?~hana. K.rpacary~ helped. kill Abhimanyu, the father of Maharaja 
Pank~1t, but he was still held 10 esteem by the family of the Piir:~gavas 
due to his being as great a brahma(lll as Dror:~acarya. When the Par:~c,lavas 
were sent to the forest after being defeated in the gambling game with 
Duryodhana, Dh,tarii~~ra entrusted the Par:~davas to IC{pacarya for guid
ance. After the end of the battle, IC{paalrya again became a member of 
the royal assembly, and he was called during the birth of Maharaja 
Parik~it for recitation of auspicious Vedic hymns to make the ceremony 
success£ ul. Maharaja Yudhi~~hira, while quitting the palace for his great 
departure to the Himalayas, entrusted IC{pacarya with Maharaja Parik~it 
as his disciple, and he left home satisfied because of IC{pacarya's taking 
charge of Maharaja Parik~it. The great administrators, kings and em-
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perors were always under the guidance of learned brahmai).QS like 
i(rpaC<lrya and thus were able to act properly in the discharge of political 
responsibilities. 

TEXT 14 

muq'lf~Jfm~~lfll"!qRf<fo~ 1 
!II~ IMnf:q~:~~~~ll~'tlll 

hira!lyaril gam mahiril gromiin 
hasty-a.Svan nrpatir varo.n 

priidiit svannaril ca viprebhya~ 
prajii-tirthe sa tirthavit 

hira(l.yam-gold; gam-cows; mahim-land; gramiin-villages; 
hasti-elephants; a.Sviin-horses; nrpati?1-the King; variin-rewards; 
priidiit-gave in charity; svannam-good food grains; ca-and; 
viprebhya{t-unto the brahmai).QS; prajd-lirthe-on the occasion of giv
ing in charity on the birthday of a son; sa?1-he; tirtha-vit-one who 
knows how, when and where charity is to be given. 

TRANSLATION 

Upon the birth of a son, the King, who knew how, where and 
when charity should be given, gave gold, land, villages, elephants, 
horses and good food grains to the briihm~as. 

PURPORT 

Only the brlihmai).QS and sannydsis are authorized to accept charity 
from the householders. In all the different oocasions of sarilskaras, es
pecially during the time of birth, marriage and death, wealth is dis
tributed to the brohma!IQS because the brahmai).QS give the highest 
quality of service in regard to the prime necessity of humankind. The 
charity was substantial in the shape of gold, land, villages, horses, 
elephants and food grains, with other materials for cooking complete 
foodstuff. The brahma(l.as were not, therefore, poor in the actual sense 
of the term. On the contrary, because they possessed gold, land, villages, 
horses, elephants and sufficient grains, they had nothing to earn for 
themselves. They would simply devote themselves to the well-being of 
the entire society. 

The word lirthavit is significant because the King knew well where 
and when charity has to be given. Charity is never unproductive or 
blind. In the sdstras charity was offered to persons who deserve to accept 
charity by dint of spiritual enlightenment. The so-called daridra
nt'iriiya(l.a, a misconception of the Supreme Lord by unauthorized per
sons, is never to be found in the sdstras as the object of charity. Nor can a 
wretched poor man receive much munificent charity in the way of 
horses, elephants, land and villages. The conclusion is that the intelligent 
men, or the brahmai).QS specifically engaged in the service of the Lord, 
were properly maintained without anxiety for the needs of the body, and 
the King and other householders gladly looked after all their comforts. 

It is enjoined in the sdstras that as long as a child is joined with the 
mother by the navel pipe, the child is considered to be of one body with 
the mother, but as soon as the pipe is cut and the child is separated from 
the mother, the purificatory process of jcitakarman is performed. The ad
ministrative demigods and past forefathers of the family rome to see a 
newly born child, and such an occasion is specifically accepted as the 
proper time for distributing wealth to the right persons productively for 
the spiritual advancement of society. 

TEXT 15 

~liRQII\1jt!l mlof !l~~lf.<Ht'i_ I 
~.~~~~~~~II 

tarn licur brii.hma~lds IU$!d 
riijanatn pra.frayanvitam 

e~a hy asmin prajci-tant.au 
puril(l.i'iril pauravar~abha 

/am-unto him; acuh-addressed; bro.hmanah-the learned 
briihmai).QS; IU$!cilt-very .much satisfied; rci~_:.unto the King: 

pra.Srayanvilam-vecy much obliging; e,sa~-this; hi-certainly: 
asmin-in the chain of; projii-tanlau-descending line: punl!li'im-o£ 
the Purus; paurava-f$abha-the chief among the Purus. 

TRANSLATION 

The learned briihmai;Jas, who were very satisfied with the 
charities of the King, addressed him as the chief amongst the 
Purus and informed him that his son was certainly in the line of 
descent from the Purus. 

TEXT 16 

~•ustRfqr~'1 ~ ~~~~!!M 1 
mfi;Os3SiiU~N ~ ~ ll ~G. ll 

daive nt'iprat iglu'Ue na 
sukle sarilstlu'im upeyU$i 

rrilo vo 'nugrahii.rtlu'iya 
vi~!lund pra.bha-vi$(1.und 

daivena-by supernatural power; apratighiitena-by what is ir
resi~tible; sukle-unto the pure: sarilsllu'im- destruction; upeyU$i
havmg been enforced; rata~-restored: va~-for you; anugroha
arthaya-for the sake of obliging; ~(luna-by the all-pervasive Lord: 
prabha-vi,f{Ulna-by the all-powerful. 

TRANSLATION 

The briihrnal)as said: This spotless son has been restored by the 
all-powerful and all-pervasive Lord Vi~l)u, the Personality of God
head, in order to oblige you. He was saved when he was doomed to 
be destroyed by an irresistible supernatural weapon. 

PURPORT 

The child Par~it was saved by the all-powerful and all-pervasive 
Vi~QU (Lord Kr~Qa) for two reasons. The first reason is that the child in 
the womb of his mother was spotless due to his being a pure devotee of 
the Lord. The second reason is that the child was the only surviving male 
descendant of Puru, the pious forefather of the virtuous King 
Yudhi~!hira. The Lord wants to continue the line of pious kings to rule 
over the earth as His representatives for the actual progress of a peaceful 
and prosperous life. Mter the Battle of Kuruk~etra, even up to th.c next 
generation of Maharaja Yudhi~!hira was annihilated, and there were 
none who could generate another son in the great royal family. Maharaja 
Parik~it, the son of Abhimanyu, was the only surviving heir apparent in 
the family, and by tht irresistible supernatural brahmastra weapon of 
ASvatthAma, he was forced to be annihilated. Lord Krsna is described 
herein as Vi~l,lu, and this is also significant. Lord K_rgta."the original Per
sonality of Godhead, does the work of protection and annihilation in His 
capacity of Vi~QU. Lord Vi~Qu is the plenary expansion of Lord Kt~l,la. 
The all-pervasive activities of the Lord are executed by Him in His ViglU 
feature. Child Parik~it is described here as spotlessly white because he is 
an unalloyed devotee of the Lord. Such unalloyed devotees of the Lord 
appear on the earth just to execute the mission of the Lord. The Lord 
desires the conditioned souls hovering in the material creation to be 
reclaimed to go back home, back to Godhead, and thus He helps them by 
preparing the transcendental literatures like the Vedas, by sending mis
sionaries of saints and sages and by deputing His representative, the 
spirit~al master. Such transcendental literatures, missionaries and repr~ 
sentallves of the Lord are spotlessly white because the contamination of 
the material qualities cannot even touch them. They are always protected 
by the Lord when they are threatened with annihilation. Such foolish 
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threats are made by the gross materialists. The brahmastra, which was 
thrown by ASvatthama at the child Parik~it, was certainly supernaturally 
powerful, and nothing of the material world could resist its force of 
penetration. But the all-powerful Lord, who is present everywhere, 
within and without, could counteract it by His all-powerful potency just 
to save a bona fide servant of the Lord and descendant of another devo
tee, Maharaja Yudhi~!hira, who was always obliged by the Lord by His 
causeless mercy. 

TEXT 17 

<1~,"~~ ~ ~(m~m ~ m~, 
Of ~ ~ ~ ~r-t.IINII 

tasman ndmna vi$7;~u-rata 
iti loire bhav~~yati 

na sandelw rna/Ui-bhaga 
ma/Ui-bhagavato rnaluin 

. lasmdl-therefore; namna-by the name; Vi$(lu-rata!l - protected by 
Vurou, the Personality of Godhead; iti-thus; loke-in all the planets; 
bhavi$yati-shall become well known; na- no; sandehah- doubts· 
rnalui-bhaga-most fortunate; maha-bhagavataft,- the fust-~lass devo: 
tee of the Lord; mahan-qualified by all good qualities. 

TRANSLATION 

For this reason this child will be well known in the world as one 
who is protected by the Personality of Godhead. 0 most fortunate 
one, there is no doubt that this child will become a first-class devo
tee and will be qualified with all good qualities. 

PURPORT 
The Lord gives protection to all living beings because He is their 

supreme leader. The Vedic hymns confirm that the Lord is the Supreme 
Pe.rson.amongst all personalities. The difference between the two living 
bemgs 1s that the one, the Personality of Godhead, provides for all other 
living beings, and by knowing Him one can achieve eternal peace (Ka!ha 
Upani$ad). Such protection is given by His different potencies to dif
ferent grades of living beings. But as far as His unalloyed devotees are 
concer~e~, He gives the protection personally. Therefore, Maharaja 
Parik~1t IS protected from the very beginning of his appearance in the 
womb of his mother. And because he is especially given protection by the 
Lord, the indication must be concluded that the child would be a first
grade devotee of the Lord with all good qualities. There are three grades 
of devotees, namely the maha-bhagavata, madhyam-adhikari and the 
kani$Jha-adhikdri. Those who go to the temples of the Lord and offer 
worshipful respect to the Deity without sufficient knowledge in the 
theological science and therefore without any respect for the devotees of 
the Lord are called materialistic devotees, or kani$!ha-adhiktiri, the 
third-grade devotees. Secondly, the devotees who have developed a men
tality of genuine service to the Lord and who thus make friendships only 
with similar devotees, show favor to the neophytes and avoid the atheists 
are called the second-grade devotees. But those who see everything in the 
f:ord or everything of the Lord and also see in everything an eternal rela
uon of the Lord, so that there is nothing within their purview of sight 
except the Lord, are called the malui-bhagavata.s, or the first-grade de
votees of the Lord. Such first-grade devotees of the Lord are perfect in all 
respects. A devotee who may be in any of these categories is auto
matically qualified by all good qualities, and thus a rnaha-bhagavata de
votee like Maharaja Parik~it is certainly perfect in all respects. And 
because Maharaja Parik~it took his birth in the family of Maharaja 
Yudhi~!hira, he is addressed herein as the rnalui-bhagavata, or the 
g:eat.est ~f the fortunates. The family in which a rnaha-bhiigavata takes 
h1s b1rth •s fortunate because due to the birth of a first-grade devotee the 
members of the family, past, present and future up to one hundred 
generations, become liberated by the grace of the Lord, out of respect for 

His beloved devotee. Therefore, the highest benefit is done to one's 
family simply by becoming an unalloyed devotee of the Lord. 

TEXT 18 

~ 

~~~ ~~~'lifol.ll~: I 
313"Ridl ~q~ijl ~ mll{t: ~~~~II 

sri-rajovaca 
apy e~a vamsyan rajal'$in 

pu(lya-sloktin rnahatrnana~ 
anuvartitii svid ya.Sa.sd 

sddhu-vadena sattamd!l 

sri-raja-the ali-good king (Maharaja Yudhi~!hira); uooca-said; 
afi-whether; e§a!•-this; vamsyiin-family; raja-r$in- of saintly 
kmgs; pu~,~ya-slokan-pious by the very name; rnaha-atmanah-all 
great souls; anuvartiUi-followcr; svit-will it be; ya.Sa.sa- by achieve
ments; sadhu-vddena-by glorification; sat-tama!l-0 great souls. 

TRANSLATION 

The good King [Yudhi~Jhira] inquired: 0 great souls, will he be
come as saintly a king, as pious in his very name and as famous and 
glorified in his achievements, as others who appeared in this great 
royal family? 

PURPORT 
The forefathers of King Yudhi~!hira were all great saintly kings, pious 

and glorified by their great achievements. They were all saints on the 
r?yal throne. And therefore all the members of the state were happy, 
p1ous, well behaved, prosperous and spiritually enlightened. Under strict 
guidance of the great souls and spiritual injunctions, such great saintly 
kings were trained up, and as a result the kingdom was full of saintly 
persons and was a happy land of spiritual life. Maharaja Yudhi~~hira was 
himself a replica of his ancestors, and he desired th:ltthe next king after 
him become exactly like his great forefathers. He was happy to learn 
from the learned brdhrna'f,laS that by astrological calculations the child 
would be born a first-grade devotee of the Lord, and more confidentially 
he wanted to know whether the child was going to follow in the footsteps 
of his great forefathers. That is the way of the monarchical state. The 
reigning king should be a pious, chivalrous devotee of the Lord and fear 
pers?nified for the upstarts. He must also leave an heir apparent equally 
qual1fied .to rule over the innocent citizens. In the modern setup of the 
democratic states, the people themselves are fallen to the qualities of the 
siidras or less, and the government is run by their representative, who is 
ignorant of the scriptural mode of administrative education. Thus the 
whole atmosphere is surcharged with siidra qualities, manifested by lust 
and avarice. Such administrators quarrel every day among themselves. 
The cabinet of ministers changes often due to party and group selfish
ness. Everyone wants to exploit the state resources till he dies. No one 
retires from political life unless forced to do so. How can such low-grade 
men. do good to the people? The res~lt is corruption, intrigue and hy
pocnsy. They should learn from the Srimad-Bhiigavatam how ideal the 
administrators must be before they can be given charge of different 
posts. 

brahrnat;Ui. acu!l 
partha prajdvitd safo/id 

ik~vakur iva mdnava!l 
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brahmaT;~-ya~ satya-sandhaS ca 
ramo dasarathir yathd 

. brohma(ldl!-the good brohma(WlS; ucu~-said; partha-0 son of 

Prthil (Kunti); prajd-those who are hom; avila-maintainer; ~til
directly; ik$vakul! iva-exactly like King Ik~viku; mdnaval!-son of 
Manu; brahma{l-ya~-followers and respectful to the brohma(WlS; satya
sandhal!-truthful by promise; ca-also; ramal!-the Personality of 

Godhead llama; dasarathil!-the son of Mahilrija Dasaratha; yathii
like Him. 

TRANSLATION r-

The learned brihmru;tas said: 0 son of J»rtha, this child shall be 
exactly like King Ik~vaku, son of Manu, in maintaining all those 
who are hom. And as for following the brahminical principles, es
pecially in being true to his promise, he shall be exactly like Rima, 
the Personality of Godhead, the son of Maharaja Da5aratha. 

PURPORT 

Praja means the livin.g being who has taken his birth in the material 

world. Actually the living being has no birth and no death, but because 

of his separation from the service of the Lord and due to his desire to 

lord it over material nature, he is offered a suitable body to satisfy his 

material desires. In doing so, one becomes conditioned by the laws of ma

terial nature, and the material body is changed in terms of his own work. 
The living entity thus transmigrates from one body to another in 

8,400,000 species of life. But due to his being the part and parcel of the 

Lord, he not only is maintained with all necessaries of life by the Lord, 

but also is protected by the Lord and His representatives, the saintly 

kings. These saintly kings give protection to all the prajds, or living 
beings, to live and to fulfill their terms of imprisonment. Maharaja 

Parik~it was actually an ideal saintly king because while touring his 
kingdom he happened to see that a poor cow was about to be killed by the 

personified Kali, whom he at once took to task as a murderer. This means 

that even the animals were given protection by the saintly administra

tors, not from any sentimental point of view, but because those who have 

taken their birth in the material world have the right to live. All the 

saintly kings, beginning from the King of the sun globe down to the King 
of the earth, are so inclined by the influence of the Vedic literatures. The 

Vedic literatures _a~e taught in higher pla~ets also, as there is ref~rence in 
the Bhagavad-g~ta (4.1) about the teachmgs to the sun-god (V1vasvan) 

by the Lord, and such lessons are transferred by disciplic S\ICCession, as it 

was done by the sun-god to his son Manu, and from Manu to Maharaja 

Ik~viiku. There are fourteen Manus in one day of Brahmii, and the Manu 
referred to herein is the seventh Manu, who is one of the prajapati.s 
(those who create progeny), and he is the son of the sun-god. He is 
known as the Vaivasvata Manu. He had ten sons, and Maharaja Ik~vaku 

is one of them. Maharaja lk~vaku also learned bhakti-yoga as taught in 

the Bhagavad-gita from his father, Manu, who got it from his father, the 

sun-god. Later on the teaching of the Bhagavad-gita came down by dis

ciplic succession from MahAraja Ik~viiku, but in course of time the chain 

was broken by unscrupulous persons, and therefore it again had to be 

taught to Arjuna on the Battlefield of Kuruk~etra. So all the Vedic 

literatures are current from the very beginning of creation of the ma
terial world, and thus the Vedic literatures are known as apau~a (not 

made by man). The Vedic knowledge was spoken by the Lord and first 

heard by Brahma, the first created living being within the universe. 

Mahdraja ~vtiku: One of the sons of Vaivasvata Manu. He had one 

hundred sons. He prohibited meat eating. His son Sa5iida became the 

next king after his death. 
Manu: The Manu mentioned in this verse as the father of Ik~vaku is 

the seventh Manu, of the name Vaivasvata Manu, the son of sun-god 

Vivasvlin, to whom Lord Kr~Qa instructed the teachings of Bhagavad
gitll prior to His teaching them to Arjuna. Mankind is the descendant of 

Manu. This Vaivasvata Manu had ten sons, named Ik~vaku, Nahhaga, 

Dhf~la, Saryati, Nari~yanta, Nabhiiga, Di~ta. Karii~a , Pr~adhra and 

Vasuman. The Lord's incarnation Matsya (the gigantic fish) was ad

vented during the beginning of Vaivasva~a Manu's reign. He learned the 

principles of Bhagavad-gita from his father, Vivasvan, the sun-god, and 

he reinstructed the same to his son Maharaja lk~viiku. In the beginning 

of the Tretii-yuga the sun-god instructed devotion~! service to Manu, and 

Manu in his tum instructed it to ~vaku for the welfare of the whole 

human society. 
Lord Rama: The Supreme Personality of Godhead incarnated'Himself 

as Sri Rama, accepting the sonhood of His pure devotee Maharaja 

Da5aratha, the King of Ayodhya. Lord Rlima descended along with His 
plenary portions, and all of them appeared as His younger brothers. In 

the month of Caitra on the ninth day of the growing moon in the Treta

yuga, the Lord appeared, as usual, to establish the principles of religion 

and to annihilate the disturbing elements. When He was just a young 

boy, He helped the great sage Visvamitra by killing Subahu and striking 

Marica, the she-demon, who was disturbing the sages in their daily dis

charge of duties. The brahma(WlS and k$atriyas are meant to cooperate 

for the welfare of the mass of people. The brahma{l-0 sages endeavor to 

enlighten the people by perfect knowledge, and the ~atriyas are meant 
for their protection. Lord Ramacandra is the ideal king for maintaining 

and protecting the highest culture of humanity, known as brahmaT;~-ya

dhanna. The Lord is specifically the protector of the cows and the 

brahma(WlS, and hence He enhances the prosperity of the world. He 

rewarded the administrative demigods by effective weapons to conquer 
the demons through the agency of Visvlimitra. He was present in the bow 

sacrifice of King Janaka, and by breaking the invincible bow of Siva, He 

married Sitlidevi, daughter of MaharAja Janaka. 
After His marriage He accepted exile in the forest for fourteen years 

by the order of His father, Maharaja Dasaratha. To help the administra

tion of the demigods, He killed fourteen thousand demons, and by the 
intrigues of the demons, His v.oife, Sitadevi, was kidnapped by RavaQa. 

He made friendship with Sugriva, who was helped by the Lord to kill 

Vali, brother of Sugriva. By the help of Lord Rama, Sugriva became the 

king of the VliQaras (a race of gorillas). The Lord built a Boating bridge 

of stones on the Indian Ocean and reached Lanka, the kingdom of 
RlivaQa, who had kidnapped Sita. Later on RiivaJ).a was killed by Him, 

and RavaQa's brother Vib~BI).a was installed on the throne of Lanka. 

Vibh~81).8 was one of the brothers of RlivaJ).a, a demon, but Lord Rama 

made him immortal by His blessings. On the expiry of fourteen years, 

after settling the affairs at Lanka, the Lord came ba~ to His kingdom, 

Ayodhya, by Bower plane. He instructed His brother Satrughna to attack 

Lavl).iisura, who reigned at Mathura, and the demon was killed. He per

formed ten Asvamedha sacrifices, and later on He disappeared while tak

ing a bath in the Sarayu River. The great epic Ramaya{l-0 is the history 
of Lord Rama's activities in the world, and the authoritative Ramdya{l-0 
was written by the great poet Valmiki. 

TEXT20 

~ ~ muir~~ ~'ToR: fuf.r: 1 

~~~~1\~...{ff'~~Tl{_ll~oll 

e$a data sara{l-ya$ ca 
yathd hy au.Sinaral! sibill 

ya.So vilaniUi soondril 
dau.ryantir iva yajvanam 

eyJ~-this child; data-donor in charity; §ara~ya~-protector of the 

surrendered; ca-and; yathii-as; hi-certainly; au.Sinara~-thc coun

try named Usinara; sib*-Sibi; ya.Sal!-fame; vi/anita-disseminator; 
svanam-of the kinsmen; da~yanti/;1 iva-like Bharata, the son of 

Du~yanta; yajvandm-of those who have performed many sacrifices. 

TRANSLATION 
This child will be a munificent donor of charity and protector of 

the surrendered, like the famous King Sibi of the Usinara country. 
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And he will expand the name and fame of his family like Bharata, 
the son of Maharaja Du~yanta. 

PURPORT 

A king becomes famous by his acts of charity, performances of yajiias, 
protection of the surrendered, etc. A ~aJriya king is proud to give pro
tection to the surrendered souls. This attitude of a king is called iSvara
bhavq., or factual power to give protection in a righteous cause. In the 
Bhagavod-gita the Lord instructs living beings to surrender unto Him, 
and He promises all protection. The Lord is all-powerful and true to His 
word, and therefore He never fails to give protection to His different de
votees. The king, being the representative of the Lord, must possess this 
attitude of giving protection to the surrendered souls at all risk. Mahiiriija 
Sibi, the King of Usinara, was an intimate friend of Maharaja Yayiiti, who 
was able to reach the heavenly planets along with Maharaja Sibi. 
Maharaja Sibi was aware of the heavenly planet where he was to be 
transferred after his death, an_d the description of this heaven!y planet is 
given in the Mahabharata (Adi-parva, 96.6-9). Maharaja Sibi was so 
charitably disposed that he wanted to give over his acquired position in 
the heavenly kingdom to Yayati, but he did not accept it. Yayiiti went to 
the heavenly planet along with great r$is like _.~~!aka and others. On in
quiry from the ~is, Yayati gave an account of Sibi's pious acts when all of 
them were on the path to heaven. He has become a member of the assem
bly of Yamariija, who has become his worshipful deity. As confirmed in 
the Bhagaood-gitii, the worshiper of the demigods goes to the planets of 
the demigods (yanti deva-vrata devan); so Maharaja Sibi has become an 
associate of the great Vai~J).ava authority Yamariija on that particular 
planet. While he was on the earth he became very famous as a protector 
of surrendered souls and a donor of charities. The King of heaven once 
took the shape of a pigeon-hunter bird (eagle), and Agni, the fire-god, 
took the shape of a pigeon. The pig~n, while being chased by the eagle, 
took shelter on the lap of Maharaja Sibi, and the hunter eagle wanted the 
pigeon back from the King. The King wanted ~o give it some other meat 
to eat and requested the bird not to kill the pigeon. The hunter bird 
refused to accept the King's offer, but it was settled later on that the 
eagle would accept flesh from the body of the King of the pigeon's 
equivalent weight. The King began to cut flesh from his body to weigh in 
the balance equivalent to the weight of the pigeon, but the mystic pigeon 
always remained heavier. The King then put himself on the balance to 
equate with the pigeon, and the demigods were pleased with him. The 
King of heaven and the fire-god disclosed their identity, an~ the King 
was blessed by them. Devar~i Narada also glorified Mal1araja Sibi for his 
great achievements, specifically in charity and protection. Maharaja Sibi 
sacrificed his own son for the satisfaction of human beings in his 
kingdom. And thus child Parik~it was to become a second Sibi in charity 
and protection. 
Da~yanti Bharata: There are many Bharatas in history, of which 

Bharata the brother of Lord Riima, Bharata the son of King ({~abha, and 
Bharata the son of Maharaja Du~yanta are very famous. And all. these 
Bharatas are historically known to the universe. This earth planet is 
known as Bharata, or Bharata-var~, due to King Bharata the son of 
~abha, but according to some this land is known as Bhiirata due to the 
reign of the son of Du~yanta. So far as we are convinced, this land's name 
Bharata-var~a was established from the reign of Bharata the son of King 
({~abha. Before him the land was known as Ilavati-var~a, but just a£ter 
the coronation of Bharata, the son of ({~abha, this land became famous as 
Bharata-var~a. 

But despite all this, Bharata, the son of Maharaja Du~yanta was not 
less important. He is the s~n of the famous beauty Sakuntalii. Maharaja 
Du~yanta fell in love with Sakuntala in the forest, and Bharata was con
ceived. Mter that, Maharaja forgot his wife Sakuntalii by the curse of 
Kal).va Muni, and the child Bharata was brought up in the forest by his 
mother. Even in his childhood he was so powerful that he challenged the 
lions and elephants in the forest and would fight with them as little 
children play with cats and dogs. Because of the boy's becoming so 

strong, more than the so-called modern Tarzan, the r$is in the forest 
called him Sarvadaman, or one who is able to control everyone. A full de
scription of Maharaja Bharata is given in the Mahabharata, Adi-parva. 
The Pal).gavas, or the Kurus, are sometimes addressed as Bharata due to 
being born in the dynasty of the famous Maharaja Bharata, the son of 
King Du~yanta. 

TEXT 21 

1:1Aon~ ~~~tfti~: I 
~ ~ ~~: mli:: ~ ~: II~W 

dhanvinam agra(lir e$a 
tulya.S carjunayor dvayo~ 

hutasa iva durdhar§a~ 
samudra iva dustara~ 

dhanvinam-of the great bowmen; agra(li~-the foreman; e$al!
this child; tulya{l-equally good; ca-and; arjunayo{l-of the Arjunas; 
dvayo{l-of the two; hutasa~-fire; iva - like; durdhar$a{i- irresisti
ble; samudra~-ocean; iva..::.Jike; dustara{l-unsurpassable. 

TRANSLATION 

Amongst great bowmen, this child will be as good as Arjuna. He 
will be as irresistible as fire and as unsu rpassable as the ocean. 

PURPORT 

In history there are two Arjunas. One is Karttavirya Arjuna, the King 
of Haihaya, and the other is the grandfather of the child. Both the Ar
junas are famous for their bowmanship, and the child Parik~it is foretold 
to be equal to both of them, particularly in fighting. A short description 
of the PaQ<}ava Arjuna is given below: 

Pc'irJ4c.va Arjuna: The great hero of the Bhagavod-gua. He is the 
~atriya son of Maharaja Pai).Qu. Queen Kuntidevi could call for any one 
of the demigods, and thus she called lndra, and Arjuna was born by him. 
Arjuna is therefore a plenary part of the heavenly King lndra. He was 
born in the month of Phalguna (February- March), and therefore he is 
also called Phalguni. When he appeared as the son of Kunti, his future 
greatness was proclaimed by air messages, and all the important per
sonalities from dif!erent parts of the universe, such as the demigods, the 
Gandharvas, the Adityas (from the sun globe), the Rudras, the Vasus, 
the Niigas, the different r$is (sages) of importance, and the Apsaras (the 
society girls of heaven), all attended the ceremony. The Apsaras pleased 
everyone by their heavenly dances and songs. Vasudeva, the father of 
LOrd K!'~J).a and the maternal uncle of Arjuna, sent his priest representa
tive Kasyapa to purify Arjuna by all the prescribed sarilskdras, or refor
matory processes. His sarilskara of beil}g given a ~arne was performed in 
the presence of the [$is, residents of Sataspiga. He married four wives, 
Draupadi, Subhadra, Citrangada and Uliipi, from whom he got four sons 
of the names Srutakirti, Abhimanyu, Babhruvahana and lravan 
respectively. 

During his student life. he was entrusted to study under the great 
professor Drol).iiciirya, along with other Piil).gavas and the Kurus. But he 
excelled everyone by his studious intensity, and Drol).iiciirya was es
pecially attracted by his disciplinary affection. DroQliciirya accepted him 
as a first-grade scholar and loved heartily to bestow upon him all the 
blessings of military science. He was so ardent a student that he used to 
practice bowmanship even at night, and for all these reasons Professor 
Drol).aciirya was determined to make him the topmost bowman of the 
world. He passed very brilliantly the examination in piercing the target, 
and Drol).aciirya was very pleased. Royal families at M31).ipur and Tripura 
are descendants of Arjuna's son Babhruvahana. Arjuna saved -
DroQaciirya from the attack of a crocodile, and the Aciirya, being pleased 
with him, rewarded him with a weapon of the name brahma.Sira. 
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Maharaja Druyada was inimical toward Drol)iiciirya, and thus when he 
attacked the Acarya, Arjuna got him arrested and brought him before 
DroQiici'irya. He besieged a city of the name Ahichhatra, belonging to 
Maharaja Drupada, and after taking it over he gave it to DroJ.Hlciirya. The 
confidential treatment of the weapon brahmaiira was explained to Ar
juna, and Droi;liiciirya was promised by Arjuna that he would use the 
weapon if necessary when he {Drol)iiciirya) personally became an enemy 
of Arjuna. By this, the Aciirya forecasted the future battle of Kuruk~etra, 
in which DroQiiciirya was on the opposite side. Maharaja Drupada, al
though defeated by Arjuna on behalf of his professor DroQiiciirya, 
decided to hand over his daughter Draupadi to his young combatant, but 
he was disappointed when he heard the false news of Arjuna's death in 
the fire of a shellac house intrigued by Duryodhana. He therefore ar
ranged for Draupadi's personal selection of a groom who could pierce the 
eye of a fish hanging on the ceiling. This trick was especially made be
cause only Arjuna could do it, and he was successful in his desire to hand 
over his equally worthy daughter to Arjuna. Arjuna's brothers were at 
that time living incognito under agreement with Duryodhana, and Ar
juna and his brothers attended the meeting of Draupadi's selection in the 
dress of brahma(UIS. When all the k,1atriya kings assembled s~w that a 
poor brahmar-a had been garlanded by Draupadi for her lord, Sri ~~Qa 
disclosed his identity to Balarama. 

He met Uhipi at Haridvara {Hardwar), and he was auracted by a girl 
belonging to Nagaloka, and thus Iraviin was born. Similarly, he met 
Citrai!gada, a daughter of. the King of MaQipura, and thus Babhruvahana 
was born. Lord Sri ~~Qa made a plan to help Arjuna to kidnap 
Suhliadra, sister of Sri ~~Qa, because Baladeva was ipclined to hand her 
over to Duryodhana. Yudhi~~ira also agreed with Sri ~~!Ja, and thus 
Suhhadra was taken by force by Arjuna and then married to him. 
Subhadra's son is Ahhimanyu, the father of Parik~it Maharaja, the 
posthumous child. Arjuna satisfied the fire-god by setting fire to the 
KhiiJ.lc}.ava Forest, and thus the fire-god gave him one weapon. lndra was 
angry when the fire was set in the KhiiQc}.ava Forest, and thus lndra, 
assisted by all other demigods, began fighting with Arjuna for his great 
challenge. They were defeated by Arjuna, and Indradeva returned to his 
heavenly kingdom. Arjuna also promised all protection to one Mayiisura, 
and the latter presented him one valuable conchshell celebrated as the 
Devadatta. Similarly, he received many other valuable weapons from ln
dradeva when he was satisfied to see his chivalry. 

When Maharaja Yudhi~!hira was disappointed in defeating the King of 
Magadha, Jarasandha, it was Arjuna only who gave King Yudhi~thira all 
kinds of assurances, and thus Arjuna, Bhima and Lord ~~J.la started for 
Magadha to kill Jariisandha. When he went out to bring all other kings of 
the world under the subjection of the PaQc}.avas, as was usual after the 
coronation of every emperor, he conquered the country named Kelinda 
and brought in subjugation King Bhagdutt. Then he traveled through 
countries like Antagiri, Ulukpur and Modapur and brought under sub
jugation all the rulers. 

Sometimes he underwent severe types of penances, and later on he was 
rewarded by lndradeva. Lord Siva also wante~ to try the strength of Ar
juna, and in the form of an aborigine, Lord ~iva met him. There was a 
great fight between the two, and at last Lord Siva was satisfied with him 
and disclosed his identity. Arjuna prayed to the lord in all humbleness, 
and the lord, being pleased with him, presented him the pa.Supata 
weapon. He acquired many other important weapons from different 
demigods. He received dar;4iistra from Yamariija, pa.Sastra from VaruJ.la, 
and antardhana-a.stra from Kuvera, the treasurer of the heavenly 
kingdom. lndra wanted him to come to the heavenly kingdom, the In
draloka planet beyond the moon planet. In that planet he was cordially 
received by the local residents, and he was awarded reception in the 
heavenly parliament of lndradeva. Then he met Indradeva, who not only 
presented him with his vajra weapon, but also taught him the military 
and musical science as used in the heavenly planet. In one sense, lndra is 
the real father of Arjuna, and therefore indirectly he wanted to entertain 
Arjuna with the famous society girl of heaven, Urvasi, the celebrated 

beauty. The society girls of heaven are lusty, and Urvasi was very eager 
to contact Arjuna, the strongest human being. She met him in his room 
and expressed her desires but Arjuna sustained his unimpeachable 
character by closing his eyes before Urvasi, addressing her as mother of 
the Kuru dynasty and placing her in the category of his mothers Kunti, 
Madri and Saeidevi, wife of lndradeva. Disappointed, Urvasi cursed Ar
juna and left. In the heavenly planet he also met the great celebrated 
ascetic Lomasa and prayed to him for the protection of Maharaja 
Yudhi~!hira. 

When his inimical cousin Duryodhana was under the clutches of the 
Gandharvas, he wanted to save him and requested the Gandharvas to 
release Duryodhana, but the Gandharvas refused, and thus he fought 
with them and got Duryodhana released. When all the PaJ.lc}.avas lived in
cognito, he presented himself in the court of King Vi rata as a eunuch and 
was employed as the musical teacher of Uttara, his future daughter-in
law, and was known in the Vira!a court as the Brhannala. As Bfhannala, 
he fought on behalf of Uttara, the son of King Vir:i!a, and thus defeated 
the Kurus in the fight incognito. His secret weapons were safely kept in 
the custody of a somi tree, and he ordered Uttara to get them back. His 
identity and his brothers' identity were later on disclosed to Uttarii . 
DroQiiciirya was informed of Arjuna's presence in the fight of the Kurus 
and the Viratas. Later, on the Battlefield of Kuruk~etra, Arjuna killed 
many great generals like KarQa and others. After the Battle of Kuru
k~ctra, he punished Asvatthamii, who had killed all the five sons of 
Draupadi. Then all the brothers went to Bhi~madeva. 

It is due to Arjuna only that the great philosophical discourses of the 
Blulgavad-gita were again spoken by the Lord on the Battlefield of 
Kuruk~tra. His wonderful acts on the Battlefield of Kuruk~etra are 
vividly described in the Mahdbhdrata. Arjuna was defeated, however, by 
his son Babhruvahana at Ma1.1ipura and fell unconscious when Uliipi 
saved him. After the disappearance of Lord ~~J.la, the message was 
brought by Arjuna to Maharaja Yudhi~!hira. Again, Arjuna visited 
Dvaraka, and all the widow wives of Lord ~~Qa lamented before him. 
He took them all in the presence of Vasudeva and pacified all of them. 
Later on, when Vasudeva passed away, he performed his funeral 
ceremony in the absence of ~~J.la. While Arjuna was taking all the wives 
of ~~Qa to lndraprastha, he was attacked on the way, and he could not 
protect the ladies in his custody. At last, advised by Vyasadeva, all the 

brothers headed for Mahaprasthan. On the way, at the request of his 
brother, he gave up all important weapons as useless, and he dropped 
them all in the water. 

TEXT 22 

~ ~ f~t f.l~ f~OR I 
~~ ~: f!ffilm ' '~~ '' 

mrgendra iva vikranto 
n~evyo himavcin iva 

titi~ur vasudhevasau 
sah~!!-Ulr- pitarav iva 

mrgendra{r.- the lion; iva-like; vikranta{r.-powerful; n~evya{r.
worthy of taking shelter; himavcin- the Himalaya Mountains; iva
like; titi~u{r.-forbearance; vasudhd iva-like the earth; a.sau-the 
child; sah~!lulr--tolerant; pitarau-parents; iva-like. 

TRANSLATION 

This child will be as strong as a lion, and as worthy a shelter as 
the Himalaya Mountains. He will be forbearing like the earth, and 
as tolerant as his parents. 

(continued in next issue) 



Tewn andViU_ 
A look at the worldwide activiti.es of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. 

College Students Discover Higher Taste-Kr~9a placed!) What accounts for so much in
terest in Sri\a Prabhupada's unique edi
tion of the Gita? A few of the hundreds 
of scholarly testimonials tell the story: 

College students on two American 
campuses have discovered that they can 
add K~!?tJ.a consciousness to their college 
life by studying the philosophy of 
Bhagavad-gfta and eating prasada 
(vegetarian food offered to Kr~11a with 
devotion). 

Every week at the University of Mary
land, in College Park, sixty to ninety stu
dents attend a prasada-cooking class 
taught by Gabhira dasa, who is an 
authorized chaplain there. While deftly 
demonstrating how to whip up some cur
ried rice or milk sweets, Gabhira ex
pounds the philosophy of Kr~Qa con
sciousness. He also teaches yoga medita
tion through the chanting of the Hare 
Kr~Qa maha-mantra, and four days a 
week he distributes prastida and Kr~Qa
conscious literature outside the Student 
Union. In addition, Gabhira has been a 
guest lecturer in history , American 
studies, anthropology, and health educa
tion courses. 

Some of the other university-recog
nized chaplains (there are ten in all) take 
a dim view of Gabhlra's enthusiastic 
preaching. Rabbi Robert Saks, Hillel 
chaplain, disagrees with Gabhira's idea 
that a chaplain's role is to elevate the 
spiritual climate of the campus. " We' re 
not university coaplains," Rabbi Saks · 
said. " We ' re here to serve our 
denominations as guests of the univer
sity .... I'm scared of opening the door 
to proselytizing." 

Gabhira responds, "Kr~1.1a conscious
ness is non-sectarian: we want to ele
vate everyone' s consciousness. We're 
basically teaching surrender to 
God .. . something iike a spiritual peace 
corps. We're s howing that there is 

another way of. life, a spiritual way." 
Meanwhile, Amarendra dasa has 

established a similar prastida-oriented 
program at the University of Florida, in 
Gainesville. But he had to win the right 

. . to · hold his transcendental picnics on 
campus. Last April campus police ar
rested him and another devotee on three 
OCCasionS and Ch\\rged them with various 
violations of civil codes. The third inci
dent drew a crowd of students, who 
cheered Amarendr-a . and booed tlie 
police. The overwhelming majority of 
the students saw the inciaent as a clear
cut case of religious persecution, , and 
they came out for the devotees in the 
school newspaper, the A 1/igator. Finally 
the local circuit court lifted its injunction 
banning the prasiida distribution, and 
now Amarendra is back on campus to 
stay-dispensing rich, creamy Gauranga 
potatoes; buttery, flat-bread chapatis; 
fruit nectar; and generous helpings of 
Kr~I.la-conscious philosophy. · 

Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
Breaks Records, D1aws Praise 

Through the efforts . of His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta . Swami 
Prabhupada, the Bhagavad-gjtii is enjoy
ing a resurgence of popularitY in the 
West. In fact, each of the last three years 
has seen Sriia Prabhupada 's disciples 
double their sales of his Bhagavad-gita 
.As It Is . . (To meet the great demand in 
1977, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Coor-
dinator Rameswara Swarlii ordered one 
and one-half million copies-one of the 
largest single-title book orders ever 

Back in 1968, just after the first print
ing of Bhagavad-gfta As It is, the well
known clergyman and author Thomas 
Merton became one of the first to praise 
it. He wrote at that time, " The Gila ca(l 
be seen as the main literary support for 
the great religious civiliz.ation of India. 
the oldest surviving culture in the world. 
The present translation and commentary 
is anot)1er manifestation of the perma
nent Jiving importance of the Gita. 
Swami Bhaktivedanta brings to the W~st 
a sa.lutary reminder that our highly ac
tivistic and one-sided culture is faced 
with a crisis that may end in self-destruc
tion because it lacks the inner depth of 
an authentic metaphysical conscious
ness. Without such depth, our moral and 
political protestations are just so much 
verbiage. ' ' 

More recently, br. Davis Herron, 
Professor ofReligion at Manhattan Col
lege; had this to say: " This definitive 
edition of the Gfta is, due to its extensive 
purports, a storehouse of ancient Vedic 
wisdom, poetry, politics, and histqry. It 
should serve as a useful textbook for stu
dents and as a reference book for schol: 
ars of religion, as well as a general in, 
troduction to Vedic culture and practical 
philosophy for the layman. It is written 
for serious readers in general, not only 
from a scholar's point of view, but from 
that of a life~long practitioner of the yoga 
of devotion. It is this. sense of devotion 
that Srna Prabhupada has captured in his 
discussion of the verses, and which other 
commentators have failed to reveal." · 

Vai~~ava Calendar 
Kr~•»-<:orJscious devote(:s follow a spiritual <·.lk!fldar ti1at divides. the year imo 
lwe-Jv~ months. cac::h named for a dtffcr~m form ()f t<~~rya~ The )/eat 'is fuU af 
Kr~l.la conscious fes'tiv~ls,. and so•n~:of the upcoinrng on~> am Jisted he~e. The 
devot('t.'S at the·ISKCON C"(!Jlter nea1CSl you will gladly leU you about the 
meaning oi these (estiv.ll$. · 

Ye<Jr 491, CaltMya fra 
Va.i~IJ.1"Va nl()nths of St1dhar.:t Uuly 31-AuguH 281 aod Ur~fkeSa r,August 29- S~ptember27t 

August 25 ISridhM,J 1~) August 26 ISridh.ua 27} August 28 (~ndhara 291 

Pav'Mtlroparyi·e'l<adaSi iiasfmg ~rom gralm. and 
beanS) {North, Central and South An~erica -and 
Hl,lwaii. observe e.~ooada.ii on AJgust 24), 
Beginning oi Jhulana- yiltra of Sri~'' Rldh.\• 
Coyinda~ 

Srr Kf~l)a·(anm.1~!;u"nl-vrala (NQfllt .$outh -and 
Cen tral America, 1-f,tw.lli. Europe, Afiica· di1d 
Tcluan observe l,mnl~tamton Scpwmbcr S 
and appqi)r~nce of S!'ifo) JlrabtaupAda ·on 
$eptcmbcc 6). f'a!l tlng. 

{:'x:tdaSibltoa\t·f;m~ht!r s\)fllis,e. be1meb:~<JA.:v.. 
SrJ K[~l).l• pavitr.Mop<tQO';Sa,va. 
D•sappearanco of sma Rilpa Cosv!ml, Sri!a 
Caufld3sa Pa~~Hta Cosv~i aod Sri GO\•i;)dddasa 
Par)4ita. 

Sri Kf~l;l;:t·j .rnfOdHar'llT-pJ(OQ.a before 9 :31 AM 
Sri Nand<,tsava 
App~aran<:e of Oril Vi~r_tupada 108 Sn Samad 
A, C.8hdkttvt:dant..i Swami Mahtlt<\jiJ PrahhtJp.ldit. 

?Un;iiTn".. 
·End oi Sri Sll RAdM
COVlnda lh':'!ana·t·W.i. 
Appea1ancc of l ofd 
8alad('va. rasl'ing. 

BACK TO GODHEAD 1 5 



SrilaPrabhupadaSpeaks Out 
.. . ' . . . . 

. . . 

On Illicit Sex and Public Opinion 

The· Joaowing conversation · betiveen His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupgda and q !)Ocial worker took place 
irrMelbourne, Australia. 

·Social worker: I deal with divorce cases 
and adoption; Nowadays it has becom~ . 
very easy to get a divorte. 
Srila Prabhup:ida: So, the first defect of 
today's ieaders is that they allow divorce. 
That Is ~ery dangerous for. society, be-

, cause it encourages illicit sex, 
Social worker: Sooietywants it that way. 

· Srila Prahhupada: Society is just like a 
child. [f a child wan!s to go to hell, 
should the father aiJow.it? Society may · 
want so many. nonsensic,al things, but it 
is the duty of the government to know 
how to uplift the Citizens.· . · 

·· SoCialworker: It would be impossible 
for my department to teach ... 
Srila Prabhup:ida: It's not impossible, 
Simply the government does not know 
how to do it. That is another defect
there is no' method for t'rainiilg first-class 
members of society. But the ideal man is 
described in · the Bhagavad-gitii, and we 
are training our men to that standard. 
That is .the purpose of the Kr~Qa con
sCiousness movement. Now there are no 
ideal men .in the society, because you 

' allow the young people . to coinmit all · 
kinds of sinful activiti~s. Yesteroay l was 
talking with a priest about illicit sex life. 
He said, " What is the harm? It is a great 
pleasure:" ~ut m:Y first condition l)efore 
accepting a disciple iS that he 01UStgiYe 
lip illicit sex, meat eating, intoxication, 

. and g~mbling. . . ·· . 
. Social worker: But the people you can 
. train will be only a tiny percentage. of the 

population: . . . . 
Srila Prabbup:ida: Yes, buf example is 
better than precept Ifeven one percent 
of thej~opulatioil is trained as ideal men, . 
the other nin~ty-nine percent will see 
and follow. Butthat example is lackifig in 
society today. Even the priests have be
come licentious, and thousands of 
prie~ts are going to the hospital to cure 
their drinking habit. They are sanction
ing homosexuatity . . In a Christian 
newspaper 1 read about a priest e.ven per
forming miu:riage between two men. So 
outside ' · of . this Kmia conscio:usness 
movement, ) don't find any group ·Of 
id_eal men. Therefore;· if you want to help · 
society, you must learn from us how to 
train men ofideal character. ·. 

Social worker: . What you call " ideal· 
character-?' isonly your opinion. It may 
not be ideal to someone else. 
Srlla Prabhupada: No, it is not my opin
ion....:. it is . the . verdict of the sa sera 
[scripture]. Opinion-what is the value 

• of opinion when the people are like dogs 
and asses? What is the use of taking 
the opinion of an ass?. This vox populi
taking the opinion of the public-is 
degrading modern society. Ifthe public is 
composed of drunkards, smokers, meat ·. 
eaters, gamblers, and woman hunters, 
then what is the vaJue of their opinion? 
Why take the opinion of fourth-class 
men? What Kr~ma s,ays-thatisthe stan
dard. Kr~f.la is the supreme, and His ver
s.ion is final. No other opinion is allowed, 
Whe.n I introduced the principle "No il
licit sex life,'' I didn't ask for opinions- · 
''It must be done." · 

. Socia{ · worker: You don't think the 
people have any mind of their own? 
Srila · Prabbup:ida: Yes, they have a 
mind, just like a madman bas a mind. 
But what is the value of his .mind? Are 
you going to take the opinion of a 
madman? . The Bhagavad-gitd says, 
mayayapalirta-)fiana: ."The miscreant's 
knowledge has been tal<en away by maya 
[illusion}; therefore, his mind is. dis
torted. ~' So a madman's opinions have 
no Value. , . . 
Social worker: Our business is to look 
after those who are in trouble. 

· Srila Prabhupada: At the present 
moment even the government leaders 
are in trouble. 
Soci.al worker: Well-that is not part of 
our public ... 

Srila Prabhupada: Why don't you send 
your supervisor to us foi: training? These 
leaders are also drunkards, woman- hun
ters, meat eaters, .and gamblers. 
Social worker: You want to change the 
whole society! ·· 
Srila Prabhupada: Unless you cbange . 
the society, how. can you do social 

. welfare? If you keep society in the same 
• condition it is in now, then where is the 
. question of social welfare? You are 

working with the public, and we are also 
working with the saine people. we. take 
the same people-those addicted to 
drinking, . addicted ·to prostitution, ad- . 

·. dieted to meat eating-and we · make 
them into saintly nersons. So our 
method is practical. You can see what 

· their previous history was, and ~hat they 
are now. You must train up orie class of 
men like them-men of ideal character. 
Social worker: Well, I'.m a public ser
vant, and we. just . fry to follow public 

· Ot)inion. 
Srila Prabhup:ida: So the public elects a 
President Nixon, and then they drag him 
out of office. This is your piiblic opinion. 
Social worker: Yes, that is how the 
society works. If you change society, 
then we must change. I do what l'm 
asked; otherwise, I'll Jose my job. 

· Srlla Prabhupada: Our program is not 
. vox populi. We are saying only what the 
· authoritative scriptures say. If you ac
. tually want to do social welfare, ~hen you 
must take to the standard .. formula as 
given in the scriptures: In the Bhagavad
gita Km1a explains how one can .become 
peaceful-a first-class roan. But if you 
don't accept His authority-if .you'd 
rather follow public opinion-you will 
never be successful. You want to make a 
peaceful society, but you do not know 
pow. Therefore you must adopt th,is pro
cess of Kr~Qa conscious!less .. If anyone
even a madman-agrees to follow our 
principles, then he can become peaceful. 
He can become a first-class man. 
Social worker: How do you e~plain the 
factthat you are such a small percentage 
of the population? . 
Si:ila Prabbupada: In the sky there are 
so many stars, but there is only one 
moon. In terms of percentage, the moon 
is nothing. But in terms of its value, the 
moon is far .. rnore important than all the 
stars combined. So in our Kr~Q.a con
sciousness movement, our aim is to 



educate a few men of ideal character. If 
you and other leaders of society support 
this movement, you will be performing 
the highest social welfare . 
Social worker: The head of the Social 
Welfare Bureau is also a servant of the 
people. 
Srila Prabhupada: That is the defect: 
the people are rascals, and they elect 
another rascal. But the Kr~Qa conscious
ness movement will go on without de
pending on these rascals. We are 
publishing our books, we are spreading 
our movement, and we are training first
class men. For example, we don't 

prohibit sex, but we say, "No illicit sex." 
Have you any objection? 
Social worker: Yes, a private one. 
Srila Prabhupada: You have illicit sex? 
Social worker : Yes, I couldn 't live with
out it. 
Sri la Prabhupiida: Just see! This is the 
defect in society. You are like a patient 
who wants treatment from a physician, 
but who at the same time wants to con
tinue with his diseased activities. You 
have failed to help society, therefore you 
have come to me for help with your 
social welfare work. So why do you reject 
my advice? If you reject the medicine 

prescribed by the physician, you will not 
be cured. But when I give you the 
prescription, you want the other patients 
to vote on it first. Daily one or two 
gentlemen like you visit me. They also 
find our prescription very strict. But we 
are not going to change it. 
Social worker : Well, I do believe you 
should maintain a standard. 
Srila Prabhupada : Yes, and that is mak
ing us successful. We do not make any 
compromise. This is our method. If you 
like it, you can take it; if you don't like it, 
you can reject it. We don't mind. We are 
not interested in vox populi. @ 

~--------~eue~~~------
Dear Satsvarupa Maharaja, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to SrTia Prabhupada. 

I am the Indian boy who talked with 
you at the Kr~Qa temple in Los Angeles 
during the Sunday festival. I also spoke 
to you once over the phone in Dallas. 
Now I am staying here at the temple in 
Atlanta, and this has upset my parents 
very much. They started crying on the 
phone, and my mother even fainted 
once. Now I see what you meant when 
you told me that the family ties are much 
stronger in Indian families than in 
American families. 

My parents are going to come Sunday 
to take me home for a week. They want 
me to show them that my staying at the 
temple for the summer is really my own 
choice. They think I' ve been brain
washed by the devotees. Mainly they are 
worried about the future-who will take 
care of them in old age-because their 
only children are my sister and I. 

I would deeply appreciate your writing 
to them. They think being a devotee 
means never seeing one's parents any
more. They also think that the Kr~Qa 
consciousness movement somehow 
brainwashes the devotee to make him 
accept what, in my parents' opinion, is 
an impractical life of serving Kr$J..1a all 
the time. 

I want to serve Kr~Qa, and in my heart 
I know this will give the greatest benefit 
to my family, myself, and all people. But 
when I talk to my parents on the phone, 
sometimes I am overcome with grief be
cause of their attachment to me. So again 
I humbly request you: please write to my 
father and mother. Thank you very 
much. 

Your servant, 
Bhakta Rakesh 

Dear Mr. Sharma, 
Recently I met your son Rakesh when 

you and your family visited our Hare 
Kr$Qa center in Los Angeles. Since then 
I've corresponded with him and learned 
that he sincerely wants to be a full-time 
devotee of Lord Kr~Qa at our Atlanta 
temple. But he also is very concerned 
that you and your wife not think his tak
ing up spiritual life is something bad. So 
he asked me to write you on his behalf. 

First, I would like to call your atten
tion to an article we published in BACK TO 
GODHEAD, Vol. 12, No.6. It is an excerpt 
from the scripture Caitanya-caritiimrta 
and is called "Lord Caitanya, the Joy of 
Mother Saci." It tells how the great 
devotee Lord Caitanya took up the 
renounced order of spiritual life: He did 
not neglect His mother (His father had 
passed away), nor did she try to dissuade 
Him from leaving home. Rather, Lord 
Caitanya a nd His mother maintained a 
sweet spiritual relationship even after He 
entered the renounced order. 

Certainly you and Rakesh should also 
be able to maintain such a loving rela
tionship-so that he will be allowed to 
perform his duties in service to Lord 
Kr$t:~a (as h is conscience dictates) and 
you may visit, write, or phone him as 
often as you like. On the other hand, if 
overly possessive affection causes you to 
obstruct your son's entry into spiritual 
life, then, according to the Caitanya
caritiimrta, you are open to criticism. 

I humbly pray that these words from a 
stranger do not offend you. I know how 
you feel toward Rakesh, but all scrip
tures declare that service to the Lord 
takes precedence, even over close family 
ties. 

Another thing concerns me. Rakesh 
wrote me that you suspect Ki$Qa con
sciousness to be some kind of " brain-

washing." I can see that the demonic 
propaganda prevalent in the West has 
affected your judgment. Certainly no one 
in India regards worshiping Lord Kr$t:~a 
as ''brainwashing." " Brainwashing" 
refers to a form of extreme coercion that 
convinces a person, against his will, to do 
something completely contrary to his 
nature. I would not expect you, an In
dian and a Hindu, to think that if some
one worships Kr$Qa with his heart and 
soul, he must be a victim of some kind of 
devious control by Kf$Qa-conscious 
devotees. 

Of course, we were not born Hindus, 
so you might find some shortcomings in 
our practice. But we are all sincerely try
ing to follow our spiritual master, SrTia 
Prabhupada, who is a bona fide guru 
coming in the line of Lord Caitanya and 
Lord Kr~t:~a. You can know that our 
movement is authentic, because we have 
all given up meat eating, illicit sex, in
toxication, and gambling, and we have 
taken up chanting the Hare Kr~1.1a 
mantra, which all the Indian Vedic scrip
tures strongly recommend for the 
troubled age we live in. 

Finally, I beg you to please look upon 
us kindly. Talk things over with Rakesh 
and the Kr~Qa devotees at the Atlanta 
temple. I'm sure you will then be able to 
understand how Kr~Qa consciousness is 
beneficial not only for your son, but for 
yourself as well. 

Yours in the service of Lord Kt$Qa, 

Sa tsvarupa dasa Gosvami 
Editor-in-chief 
BACK TO GODHEAD magazine 
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Lord /((§l).a 
Gome§ to Earf4 
An Excerpt from Srila Prabhupada's Work-in-Progress 
F{fty centuries ago Lord 
Kr$1J.a came, to protect 
His devotees and rid the 
world of demonic politi
cians. Now Kr$1J.a comes 
again in another form 
the Tenth Canto of the 
Srtrnad-Bhaga vatam 
("The Beaut(ful Story of 
the Personality of God
head''), translation and 
commentary by H is 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti
vedanta Swami Prabhupiida. 

For many years His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupiida 
has been preparing a multivolume 
English translation of the Srimad
Bhiigavatam ("The Beautiful Story of the 
Personality of Godhead") -a monu
mental Sanskrit work known as "the 
ripened fruit of the tree of Vedic 
literature. " Recently, Sri! a Prabhupiida 
reached a milestone as he began translat
ing the Bhiigavatam's Tenth Canto, the 
essence of this five-thousand-year-old 
classic. 

The imminent publication of the 
Tenth Canto is momentous not only for 
the Kr$1).a consciousness movement but 
for the entire world. Scholars, theo
logians, and librarians throughout the 
United States, Canada, Europe, and In
dia have already placed more than two 
thousand orders for all sixty volumes of 
Srna Prabhupiida 's Bhiigavatam-even 
before many of the books have been 
translated and printed! Many scholars, 
aware of the exalted place the Bhii
gavatam holds in Vedic literature, have 
personally expressed their appreciation 
for Srila Prabhupada's unequaled 
English rendering. For these scholars 
(and, even more, for Srila Prabhupada's 

llluslraiion: OrgM-<Ievl dasl 

thousands of disciples), the appearance 
of the Tenth Canto marks a spiritual and 
literary event of the highest magnitude. 

The reason the Tenth Canto has such 
special significance is that it describes 
Lord Kr~IJ.a in His original and most at
tractive feature-as a cowherd boy in the 
village of Vrndavana. There He plays on 
Hi s flute, steals butter from His 
mother's churning pot, and charms His 
dear friends with His irresistible per
sonality. With eyes like lotus petals and a 
complexion like a dark bluish cloud, He 
possesses an ever-fresh beauty that de
fies description. Other Vedic literatures 
give only a small hint of Lord Kr$1J.a 's 
own intimate, spiritual abode, but in the 
Srfmad-Bhiigavatam-and especially in 
the Tenth Canto -Kr~IJ.a. personally ap
pears and reveals His supremely attrac
tive and most confidential pastimes. 

There is one great advantage that Srila 
Prabhupada's long-awaited translation of 
the Tenth Canto holds over previous 
translations. Because Srila Prabhupiida is 
a pure devotee of the Lord, one who 
submiss ively hears Kr~IJ.a' s pastimes 
from him experiences a change of heart, 
and the hearer's self-defeating disposi
tion to enjoy the material world slackens. 
Thus his long-forgotten natural love for 
Kr!il).a awakens, and he develops an at
traction for hearing more and more 
about the Lord. 
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· On hearing that theeighihchi/d Q(his sister .Devakiwould kill him, Kamsa was 
about to kill het. BuiDevtiki'shusband Vasudeva pacified Kamsa. 

Unfortunately, those who receive the 
message of the Bhtigavatam from some
one other than an expert spiritual 

·master-a pure devotee of Kr~t:ta in the 
disciplic succession coming down from 
Kr$Qa Himself-generally misinterpret 
the Lord's pastimes· described in the 
Tenth Canto. Instead .ofbecoming puri

. tied by hearing of the Lord's. spiritual 
loving affairs with ·· His deyotees, such 
careless interpreters, casual readers, and 
mental speculators offend ttie Lord, and 
their spiritual advancement is checked. 

The conclusion, therefore, is that one 
must learn the book Bhiigavata from the 
person bhiigavata, one whose very life 
embodies the teachings of the 
Bhtigavatam. If one bears about the Lord 
in this authorized . way, his feeling for 
loving devotiooal .ser:.vice to Lord I<mta, 

. the Supreme Personal}ty of Godhead, 
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awakens within his heart and ex tin- · 
guishes the fire of material suffering. 
Ultimately, the sincere student of the 
Srimad-Bhtigavatam realizes his original, 
transcendental relationship with the 
Lord and, upon giving up his body at 
death; enters into Lord Kr~Qa's eternal 
pastimes in the spiritual world. 

What follows is an excerpt from· the 
recently completed third .chapter of the 
Tenth Canto; prepared by Srila Prabhu
pada at ISKCON's Kr$Qa-Balarama tem
ple in Vrndavana, India. 

The Advent of Lord KrHta 

At the auspicious time for the ap
pearance of the Lord, the entire universe 
was surcharged with all the qualities of 
goodness,. beauty, and peace. The con
stellation RobiQi appeared, as did · stars · 
lil~e Asy(_n'i. The sun, the moon, and the 

other stars and planets were very 
peaceful. All directions ·appeared ex
tremely pleasing, and the beautiful stars 
twinkled in the cloudless sky. 

Decorated with towns, villages, 
mines, and pasturing grounds, the earth 
seemed all-auspicious. The rivers flowed 
with clear water, and the lakes and vast 
reservoirs, full of lilies arid lotuses, were 

. extraordinarily beautiful. In .the trees 
and green plants, which were full of 
flowers and leaves, pleasing to the eyes, 
birds like cuckoos and swarms of bees 
began chanting with sweet voices for the 
sake of the demigods. A pure breeze 
began to blow, pleasing the sense of the 
hearer's touch and bearing the aroma of 
flowers , and when the b;ahmat;as who 
were engaged in ritualistic . ceremonies 
ignited their fires . according to . Vedic 

·· principles, the fires burned steadily, un
disturbed by the breeze. · 

Thus when the birtbless Lord Vi~I)U , 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
was about to appear, the saints and 
brtiltmat;as, who bad always been dis· 
turbed by demons like Karhsa and his 
men, felt peace within the core of their 
hearts, and kettledrums simultaneously 
vibrated from the upper planetary 
system. The Kinnaras and Gandharvas, 
inhabitants of the l)eavenlY planets, 
began to sing auspicious songs; the Sid

. dhas and Caral).aS offered auspicious 
prayers; and the Vidyadharis, along with 
the Apsaras, began to dance in jubila
tion. 

The demigods and great saintly per
sons showered flowers in a joyous mood, 
and clouds gathered in the sky and very 
mildly thundered, making sounds like 
those of the ocean's waves. Then the Su
preme Personality . of Godhead, Vi~Q.u, 
woo is situated in the .cor,e of everyone's 
heart, appeared from the heart of Devaki 
in the dense darkness o( night, like the 
full moon rising on the eastern horizon, 
because Devaki was of the same category 
as Sri Kr$Qa. . 

[As stated in the Brahma-samhitti 
(5.37): 

iinanda-cinmaya-rasa-pratibhavittibhis 
ttibhir ya eva nija-riipatayti kaltibhifl 

· go/oka eva nivasaty akhiltitma~bluito 
· go v/ndam iidi-puru$arir tam aharir b/laJtimi 

This verse indicates thin kr~ma and His 
entourage are of the same spiritual 
potency (tinanda-cinmaya~rasa). Kr$Qa's 
father, His mother, His friends the 
cowherd boys, and the cows are all ex
pansions of Kr$f.la, as will be explained 
in the brahma-vimohana-lilti. When 
Brabma took away Kr~1fa's associates to 
test the supremacy of Lord Kr~Qa, the 
Lord expanded Himself again in the 
forms of the many cowherd. boys and 



calves, all of whom, as Brahmii saw, 
· were vi~tJu-murtis (forms of Kr~?~a}. 
Devaki is also an expansion of Kr$J:.la , 
and thus the Bhiigavaram says, devakyam 
deva-rupi!Jyiim vi$tJUb sarva-guha-sayab. 

The objection may be raised that since 
Lord Kr$r.ta appeared on the eighth day 
of the waning moon, there could be no 
rising of the full moon. In answer to this 
it may be said that Lord K!$J:.la appeared 
in the dynasty which is in the hierarchy 
of the moon; therefore, although the 
moon was incomplete on that night, be
cause of the Lord's appearance in the 
dynasty wherein the moon is himself the 
original person, the moon was in an 
overjoyous condition, so by the grace of 
Kr~Qa he could appear just as a full 
moon. To welcome the Supreme Per
sonillity of Godhead, the waning moon 
became a full moon in jubilation. 

Those who are not in full knowledge · 
· · that the appearance and disappearance of 
· the Lord are transcendental (janma 

karma ca me divyam) are sometimes 
surprised that the Supreme Personality 

· of Godhead can take birth like an ordi
nary child. Actually, however , the 
Lord's birth is never ordinary. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
already situated within the core of every
one's heart as anraryami, the SupersouL 
Thus because He was present in full 
potency in Devaki's heart, He was also 
able to appear outside her body. 

·.::;: 

In the Srimad-Bhiigavatam (1.9.42), 
Bhi$ma, a great authority to be followed 
by devotees, says that the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead is situated in the 
core of everyone's heart, just as the sun 
may be on everyone's head. Yet al
though the sun may be on the heads of 

The demigods offered songs and 
prayers.for Kmza in Devaki's womb. 

.. . 
4 

conceivable potency of the 
Lord, who appeared like the 
full moon. Understanding the 
special significance of the ap
pearance of the Supreme 
Godhead, one should never 
regard Him as having taken 
birth like an ordinary child.] 

Ananta's hoods shielded Vasudeva and Km:za, and 
the River Yamuna allowed Vasudeva to cross. 

Vasudeva then saw the 
newborn child, who had very 
wonderful lotuslike eyes and 
who bore in His four hands 
the four weapons sarikha, 
cakra, gada and padma 
(conchshell, disc, club, and 
lotus). On His chest was the 
mark of Srivatsa and on His 
neck the brilliant Kaustubha 
gem. Dressed ,in yellow, His 
body blackish like a dense 
cloud, His scattered hair fully 
grown, and His ·helmet and 
earrings sparkiing uncom
monly with the valuable gem 
Vaidurya, the child, deco
rated with a brilliant belt, 
armlets, bangles, and other 
ornaments, appeared very 
wonderful. 

millions and millions of people, this does 
not mean that the sun is variously situ
ated. Similarly, because the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead has inconceiv
able potencies, He can be within ev
eryone' s heart and yet not be variously 
situated. Ekatvam anupasyata/:1 Uso
pani$ad 7). The Lord is one, but He 
can appear in everyone's heart by His in
conceivable potency. Thus although the 
Lord was within the heart of Devaki, He 
appeared <\S her child. According to the 
Vi$~lu Purafja, therefore, the Lord ap

peared like the sun (anugrahasya). The 
Brahma-samhitii (5.35) confirms that the 
Lord is situated even within the atom 
(at:~filintara-stha-parama(lu-cayantara
stham). He is situated in Mathurii, in 
Vaikur.t~ha, and in the core of the heart. 
Therefore one should clearly understand 
that He did not live like an ordinary child 
in the heart or the womb of Devaki. Nor 
did He appear like an ordinary human 
child, although He seemed to do so in 
order to bewilder asuras (demons) like 
Kamsa. The asuras wrongly think that 
Kr$Qa took birth like an ordinary child 
and passed away from this world like an 
ordinary man. Such asuric conceptions 
are rejected by persons in knowledge of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Ajo pi sann avyaydtma bhutandm isvaro 
'pi san (Bg. 4.6). As stated in Bhagavad
gitii, the Lord is aja, unborn, and He is 
the supreme controller of everything. 
Nonetbeiess, He appeared as the child of 
Devaki. . This verse describes the in-

When Vasudeva saw his 
extraordinary son, his eyes were struck 
with wonder. In transcendental jubila
tion, he mentally collected ten thousand 
cows and distributed them among the 
briihmat:~as as a transcendental festival. 

Vasudeva could understand that this 
child was the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Nariiya1,1a. Having concluded 
this without a doubt, he became fearless. 
Bowing down with folded hands and con
centrated attention, he began to offer 
prayers to the child, who was illuminat
ing His birthplace by His . natural in
fluence. 

Vasudeva prayed, "0 my Lord, pro
prietor of all creation, You have now 
appeared in my house, desiring to give 
protection to this world. I am sure that 
You will kill all the armies that are mov
ing all over the world under the leader
ship of politicians who are dressed as 
k$atriya rulers but who are factually all 
demons. They must be killed by You for 
the protection of the innocent public." 

(Kr$J:.la appears in this world for two 
purposes, paritriit:~iiya sddhundm vindsdya 
ca du$krtiim: to protect the innocent, 
religious devotees of the Lord and to an
nihilate all the uneducated, uncultured 
asuras who unnecessarily bark like dogs 
and fight among themselves for political 
power. It is said, ka/i-kale ndma-rupe 
kmta avatara. The Hare Kr$r.ta move
ment is also an incarnation of Krsna in 
the form of the holy name (nam~:,"upe). 
Every one of us who is actually afraid of 
the asuric rulers and politicians must 
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welcome this incarnation of Kr~Q.a: Hare 
Kmta, Hare Kr~t:~a, Kr~oa Kr~oa, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 
Rama, Hare Hare. Then we will surely 
be protected from the harassment of 
asuric rulers. At the present moment 
these rulers are so powerful that by hook 
or by crook they capture the highest 
posts in government and harass count
less numbers of people on the plea of 
national security or some emergency. 
Then again, one asura defeats another 
asura, but the public continuesto suffer. 
Therefore the entire world is in a pre
carious condition, and the only hope is 
this Hare Kr~Qa movement. 

Lord Nrsimhadeva appeared when 
Prahlada was excessively harassed by his 

prophecy that You would take birth in 
our home and kill him, this uncivilized 
Kamsa killed so many of Your elder 
brothers: As soon as he hears from his 
lieutenants · that You have appeared , he 
will immediately come with weapons to 
kill You." 

[Kari:lsa has here been described as 
asabhya, meaning " uncivilized" or 
" most heinous," because he killed the 
many children of his sister. When he 
heard the prophecy that he would be 
killed t:iy her eighth son, this uncivilized 
man, Karhsa, was immediately ready to 
kill his innocent sister on the occasion of 
her marriage. An uncivilized man can 
do anyth ing for the satisfaction of 
his senses. He can kill children, he can 

kill cows, he can kill brah
ma!WS. he can kill old me n; 
he has no mercy for any
o ne. According to th e 
Vedic civilization , cows, 
women, children, old men, 
and brahmanas should be 
excused even if they are at 
fault. But asuras, un
civi lized men, do not care 
about that. At the present 
mom ent, the killing of 
cows and the killing of 
children a re going on 
unrestrictedly, and there
fore this civilization is not 
at all human, and those 
who are conducting this 
condemned civilization are 
uncivilized asuras. 

Such uncivilized men 
are not in favor of the 
Krst:~a co nsciousness 
m ove ment. As public 
officers, they declare with
out hes itation · that the 
chanting of the Hare Kr$t:~a 
movement is a nuisance, 
although the Bhagavad-gitii 
clearly says, satatam 
kirtayanto miiri1 yatamas ca 

After Kmw 's birth, Kamsa tried ro kill Kmw 's 
younger sister Yoga maya, but she rose to the sky in 
her eight-armedform. 

dr«ha-vratab. According to 
this verse, it is the duty ofthe mahatmas 
to chant the Hare Kr$r~a mantra and try 
to spread it all over the world to the best 
of their ability. Unfortunately, society is 
in such an uncivilized state that there are 
so-called mahatmas who are prepared to 
kill cows and children and stop the Hare 
Kr$I:ta movement. Such uncivilized ac
tivities, I. ike those of history, were ac
tually demonstrated in connection with 
the Hare Kr~I:ta movement's Bombay 
center, Hare Kr$I:ta Land. As Karhsa was 
not expected to kill the beautiful child of 
Devaki and Vasudeva, the uncivilized 
society, although unhappy about the ad
vancement of the Kr~oa consciousness 
movement, cannot be expected to stop 

asuric father. Because of such asuric 
fathers-that is, the ruling politicians-it 
is very difficult to press forward the Hare 
Kr$ t:~a movement, but because Kr~r~a 

has now appeared in His holy name 
through this movement, we can hope 
that these asuric fathers will be annihi
lated and the kingdom of God will be 
established-all over the world. The entire 
world is now full of many asuras in the 
guise of politicians, gurus, siidhus, yogis, 
and incarnations, who are misleading the 
general public away from Krsi:ta con
sciousness, which can offer true benefit 
to human society.] 

Vasudeva continued, "0 my Lord, 
Lord of the demigods, after hearing the 
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After learning thai Vasudeva and 
Devaki's eighth child would be the 
Supreme Lord (Kmw), Kamsa ar
rested them. When Lord Km10.fmal/y 
appeared within Kamsa'sprisonhouse 
(right), He reassured His parents by 
showing them Hisfour-armed.form; 
then He appeared as an ordinary child. 

it. Yet we must face many difficulties in 
many different ways. Although Kr$Da 
cannot be killed, Vasudeva, as the father 
of Kr$1Ja, was trembling because in affec
tion he thought that Karhsa would im
mediately come and kill his son. 
Similarly, although the KrsDa conscious
ness movement and K\$l)a are not dif
ferent and no asuras can check it, we are 
afraid that at any moment the asuras can 
stop it in any part of the world.) 

Thereafter, exactly when Vasudeva, 
being inspired by the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead, was about to take 
the newborn child from the delivery 
room, Yogamaya, the Lord 's spiritual 
energy, took birth as the daughter of 
Yasoda, the wife of Maharaja Nanda. 

By the influe nce of Yogamaya, all the 
doorkeepers fell fast asleep, their senses 
unable to work, and the other inhabi
tants of the house also fell deeply asleep. 
When the sun rises, the darkness auto
matically disappears; similarly, when 
Vasudeva approached the closed doors, 
which were s trongly pinned with iron 
and locked with iron chains, they opened 
automatically. Since the clouds in the sky 
were mildly thundering and showering, 
Ananta-niiga, an expansion of the 
Supreme Personality of G odhead , 
followed Vasudeva, beginning from the 
door, with hoods expanded 10 protect 
Vasudeva and the transcendental child. 

Because of constant rain sent by the 
demigod lndra, the River Yamuna was 
filled with deep water, foaming about 
with fiercely whirling waves. But as the 
great Indian Ocean had formerly given 
way to Lord Ramacandra by allowing 
Him to construct a bridge, so the River 
Yamuna gave way to Vasudeva and 
allowed him to cross. 

When Vasudeva reached the house of 
Nanda Maharaja, he saw that all the 
cowherd men were fast asleep. Thus he 
placed his son on Yasoda's bed, picked 
up her daughter (an expan sion of 
Yogarnaya) and then returned to the 
prisonhouse of Karhsa. Vasudeva then 
placed the female child on the bed of 
Devaki, bound his legs with the iron 
shackles, and thus remained there as 
before. Exhausted by the labor of 
childbirth, Yasoda was overwhelmed 
with sleep and unable to understand 
what kind of child had been born. 0 
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a true story from London- by Sdk$i Gopdla ddsa 

The Long Arm of the Law Catches 

LORD CAITANYXS MERCY 
"Come on!" the constable said. 
"You know as well as I do you're 
causing an obstruction. Down to the 
station; you're all under arrest!" 
"Obstruction?" we protested. 
"All around you there's drug 
addiction, prostitution, crime, and 
violence, and you can't find 
anything better to do than arrest us 
for chanting the names o.fGod! 
What kind o.fpolicemen are you?" 

The Arrest 

It was the Thursday before Christmas, 
and London's Oxford Street (the longest 
shopping street in the world) was brim
ming over with Christmas shoppers. 
Twice already that week plainclothes 
police had arrested devotees chanting 
Hare Kr~Qa there, but today we were in
tending to avoid any trouble. The five of 
us took a new route, profusely distribut
ing the holy name to everyone w;thin 
earshot. As we made our way through 
Piccadilly Circus (London's " Times 
Square") and then along crowded 
Regent Street, we brought smiles to 
many faces and raised eyebrows on many 
others. Finally we reached Oxford Cir
cus, where we reluctantly stopped chant
ing and started back along Oxford Street 
toward the temple. 

But all the shops were staying open 
late, so the street was still filled with 
pedestrians, though traffic had d ied 
down. The rustle of hundreds of 
footsteps filled the air. With so many ma
terially conditioned souls surrounding 
us, there we were, chanting quietly to 
ourselves on our beads, and just holding 
our karatiilas (hand cymbals) and 
mrdanga drums! It was hard to restrain 
ourselves from the loud glorification of 
the Hare Kr~Qa mahii-mantra. In fact, it 
was impossible! Casting aside any 
thoughts of our inevitable arrest, we 

launched into the most ecstatic chant 
ever! The tall buildings echoed to the 
sounds of Lord Caitanya 's satikirtana 
party" while dumbfounded shoppers 
stood open-mouthed and bus lines of 
bewildered souls turned their heads to 
see the source of the transcendental 
sound vibrations. Single file, we chanted 
and danced along the clear space at the 
edge of the pavement, which widened as 
the crowds thinned out. Tottenham 
Court Road Tube Station, the end of the 
gauntlet, loomed up ahead. We were 
almost there, with no police trouble, 
when three highly suspicious figures 
suddenly appeared, blocking our path a 
few yards ahead. 

"All right, lads, yer nicked!" said the 
young "student," flashing his police I. D. 
card with immense relish. 

"What! How can you arrest us? We're 
not doing anything illegal." 

•Lord Caitanya (left, wearing yellow) is the 
incarnation of Lord Kr~l)a who appeared in 
Bengal, India, to spread s01ikirtana-the con
gregational chanting of the Hare Kr~l)a malui
mantra. 

His two hard-faced confederates, 
similarly disguised, moved in closer. 

"Come on! You know as well as I do 
you're causing an obstruction. Down to 
the station; you're all under arrest!" 

"Obstruction? The pavement's fifteen 
feet wide, we're walking in the gutter, 
and there's hardly anybody to 'ob
struct'!" we protested. " All around you 
there's drug addiction, prostitution, 
crime, and violence, and you can't find 
anything better to do than arrest us for 
chanting the names of God! What kind 
of policemen are you?" 

The retort seemed to catch him by 
surprise, but he quickly regained his 
composure and barked, " Look lad, 
you're under arrest. Anything you say 
may be used as evidence. Now move!" 
Then, adding a liberal quantity of un
savory words (quite unbefitting a consta
ble of Her Majesty's Police Force) , he 
joined his two colleagues in forming a 
rear guard, and the three of them 
escorted us toward the police station. 

We were thinking of how unfortunate 
they were. Not only were they obstruct
ing Lord Caitanya's sankirtana party and 
harassing devotees, but these were the 
same policemen who had arrested the 
chanting party twice earlier that week! 
What demons! For protection we started 
chanting the glories of Lord Nrsirhha
deva - Kr~Qa 's half-man-half-lion incar
nation-very softly at first, and then a 
little louder. The mrdaliga crept in, 
marking the rhythm, and the karatiilas 
soon followed. With no complaints from 
our police escort as yet, we chanted 
louder and louder until the street once 
more resounded with the holy names. 
Amazed that they made no objection, we 
turned and saw that the three policemen 
were grinning from ear to ear! We were 
incredulous. Here was the mercy of Lord 
Caitanya! By repeatedly arresting the 
chanting party, these previously offen
sive policemen had become purified by 
associating with devotees, and now they 
were taking great pleasure in the chant
ing of the holy names! 
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"Now stop or you '11 cause an obstruc
tion," directed our police guide as 
we approached a large bus line, which 
engulfed the pavement. We obediently 
stopped, considering it our good fortune 
that we had been allowed to chant at all. 

Then something totally unexpected 
happened. After we had passed the bus 
line, our captor definitely proved him
self to be no ordinary police constable 
when he ordered, "Okay, start chanting 
again."!! 

So we did, all the way to the police sta
tion, accompaned by the three blissful 
police constables, who, grinning from 
ear to ear, made no objection as the 
ecstatic sankirtana party passed right into 
the police station, past the main doors, 
through the hallway, and into the charg
ing room itself!!! 

Everyone was thunderstruck. Arres
tors and arrested alike couldn't believe 
it. Shaven-headed Hare Kr~r:tas chanting 
their way into the cop shop? With drums 
and cymbals? It was unthinkable! The 
sergeant on duty turned a vivid scarlet 
and exploded in a fit of anger, threaten
ing to " throw the book" at us and charge 
us with all manner of subversive crimi
nal activities. We apologized profusely, 
pleading that we didn't quite realize 
where we were, and he became some
what pacified. As we answered philo
sophical questions from some of the in
terested constables, the sergeant charged 
us with obstruction, one by one, and we 
had to wait as he filled in numerous 
forms . 

" All right, boys, tomorrow morning at 
ten o'clock you'll be appearing in the 
Magistrates Court," said the sergeant, 
now quite amiable. And with that he 
allowed us to go. Feeling very blissful at 
the way things had turned out, we filed 
into the hallway and prepared to return 
to the temple for the evening arati (tem
ple worship) of Their Lordships Sri 
Sri Radha-Londonisvara. (Londonisvara 
means "K{~Qa, the Lord of London.") 
On our way out of the station, we passed 
a high-ranking plainclothes detective
inspector. He paused and turned in our 
direction. Not knowing what to expect, 
we were surprised when he glanced over 
us in an almost fatherly way and said in a 
concerned voice, "Don't be discouraged, 
lads; keep up the good work!" 

Next morning in court we pleaded 
" not guilty" to the charges against us, 
and the judge deferred our case to 
February 2. At the time, we were 
unaware of the significance of the ap
pointed date. Our trial was to be on the 
appearance day of Lord Nityananda-the 
incarnation of God who helped spread 
Lord Caitanya's sankirtana movement, 
and who personifies His mercy. 
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The Trial 

As is customary on such holy days, the 
five of us fasted through the morning of 
Lord Nityananda's appearance day and 
chanted His glories. At noon we at
tended a blissful arati and then broke our 
fast with a splendid feast. Afterward, we 
set off for Great Marlborough Street 
Magistrates Court, confident that Lord 
Nityananda would protect us. We were 
accompanied by a new and enthusiastic 
visitor to the temple, the Reverend Nor
man Morehouse (second only 10 the 
Bishop of Norwich) , who came along to 
observe the court proceed ings. 

We arrived at the courthouse a few 
minutes before our appointed time of 
2:00 P.M. and waited in the big hallway 
while the Reverend went through to the 
public gallery. The plainclothesmen who 
arrested us soon turned up, now in 
uniform, and waited with us. (It took a 
little persuasion before they cautiously 
took some of the hazelnut cookies we 
had earlier offered to Lord Nityananda.) 
At last we were beckoned into the 
courtroom itself and ushered into the 
dock. A stir went through the assembly. 
Shaven heads and saffron robes were the 
last thing anyone expected to see in 

Magistrates Court on a Tuesday after
noon. The Magistrate (a balding, portly 
man in his late middle age, sporting a red 
rose in the lapel of his dark grey suit) 
surveyed us over the top of his gold
rimmed spe~.otacles. After we reaffirmed 
our plea of " not guilty" to the court 
clerk, one of the constables, who had 
been sworn in at the witness box, pro
ceeded to report the alleged conditions of 
our arrest. 

In the constable' s version of the story, 
the chanting party miraculously grew 
from the original five members to 
seven-and later to eight when he de
scribed how three devotees "ran off and 
escaped arrest." According to his de
scription, it seemed that there were 
many more people on Oxford Street than 
we had been aware of. Indeed, we had 
supposedly forced unlimited numbers of 
pedestrians into the road and had ex
posed them to the grave risk of being run 
over by the almost nonexistent traffic! 
The judge listened impartially and then, 
since we had no lawyer to speak on our 
behalf, he asked us if we would like to 
comment on the policeman's evidence. 
We humbly pointed out that the con
stable, like everyone else, had imperfect 
senses, and that he had contradicted 
himself in assessing the number of devo
tees on the chanting party. The judge 



politely suggested the constable had 
made "a mathematical error." At this a 
titter of laughter rippled through the 
courtroom, while the constable shuffied 
his feet and looked embarrassed. 

The magistrate then asked if we would 
like to speak in our own defense. Having 
been previously chosen as spokesman, I 
stepped forward to be sworn in at the 
witness box-and was taken aback when 
the usher asked me to hold a copy of the 
Bhagavad-gita in my right hand. He 
handed me a card, and I read out the 
words: " l swear by almighty Sri Kr~J)a 
that the evidence I give shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth." 

Heartened by smiles from the devo
tees in the dock, I began to describe the 
circumstances of our arrest -this time as 
they actually had happened. The magis
trate listened as I went on to say, "We 
understand that the police have a duty to 
perform, sir; but we also have a duty. We 
have been instructed by our spiritual 
master-indeed, we are instructed by all 
the principle scriptures of the world-the 
Koran, the Torah , the Bible, and the 
Vedas- that we should glorify God by 
chanting His holy names. Whether you 
know the Lord by the name of Allah, 
Jehovah, Rama, Govinda, or Kr~J)a, 
God is one.'' 

On the way back I read a 
verse that summed up our ex
perience: "Lord Caitanya ex
cused all the offenders, and 
they merged into the ocean of 
love of God . ... " 

" Oh, quite so, quite so," affirmed the 
magistrate. 

Encouraged, I went on: " In the Vedic 
scriptu res , in the Brhan -Naradiya 
PurafJa, it is said, harer nama harer nama 
harer nama iva kevalam-" 

" In English-but what does it mean in 
English, please? " he interjected. 

"-Kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva 
gatir anyatha. This was written in the 
Sanskrit language five thousand years 
ago. It means, 'In this age of Kali [the 
present age of materialism and quarrel] 
there is no alternative, there is no alter
native, there is no alternative for making 
positive spiritual advancement but the 
chanting of the holy name, the holy 
name, the holy name of the Lord.' " 

The judge-in fact the whole court
room-sat there fascinated. I remem
bered Srna Prabhupiida's introduction to 
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and began to 
speak further. 

"Although mankind has made great 
material advancement in so many 
spheres, we can see that factually there is 
a fault in the social body at large. People 
are not happy with their day-to-day ac
tivities, and there is an increasing distur
bance of drug addiction, prostitution, 
violence, and crime. The root of the 
problem is lack of God consciousness. 
People are unaware of the actual purpose 
of life." 

Intrigued by this sound philosophy 
coming from the witness box, the judge 
relaxed his judicial appearance, sat back, 
and took a sip of water from his glass. 

Even more encouraged, I asked, "Sir, 
with your permission, I would like to 
read a short passage that appeared in the 
London Observer in October 1972. It is 
an excerpt from an article written by that 
eminent English historian , Arnold 
Toynbee." 

Upon hearing the name of such a dis
tinguished personality, the judge smiled 
slightly, and nodding his head in ap
proval, he asked that I continue. 

" 'The cause of it [the world's malady] 
is spiritual. We are suffering from having 
sold our souls to the pursuit of an objec
tive which is both spiritually wrong and 
practically unobtainable. We have to 
reconsider our objective and change it. 
And until we do this, we shall not have 
peace, either amongst ourselves or with
in each of us.' " 

I continued, " As devotees of the Lord 
we strictly follow four principles: mer
cifulness, truthfulness, cleanliness, and 
austerity. These are the higher qualities 
of human life, and the absence of these 
qualities means the degradation of 
society. So the spreading of spiritual 
understanding among humanity at large 
is the highest welfare work. And an es
sential part of this program is the distri
bution of literature, and the congrega
tional chanting-in the street-of the 
holy names of God." 

"Is that all?" inquired the judge. 
"Yes, sir," I replied. 
"Then you may step down." Adjust

ing his spectacles and regarding the 
devotees, who were once more assem
bled in the dock, the judge then said in a 
very firm yet amicable manner, "In legal 
terms you are guilty of obstruction, al
though it is of a very minor degree. Tak
ing this into consideration, and seeing 
your obvious sincerity, I have decided to 
dismiss the case." 

We smiled jubilantly, thanked the 
magistrate, and were about to step down, 
when Kr~J)a prompted me to add, " Sir, 
we were wondering if you had a court 
library here, in which case we would like 
to present a book for addition to the col
lection." 

" Thank you," he replied. "I am quite 
sure we can accommodate it. " 

I gave a copy of Srila Prabhupada 's Sri 
isopani$ad to one of the clerks, who 
promised to pass it on to the judge. Then 
we left the courtroom, thanking Lord 
Nityananda for His mercy. 

Outside, our friend Reverend More
house greeted us with an ecstatic " Hare 
Kr~Qa!" Beaming from ear to ear, he 
shook each of us warmly by the hand. 
"Congratulations!" he exclaimed. "It 
was wonderful! I am so proud of you all. 
I must say, though, I was somewhat 
surprised at the decision of the judge. In 
the cases before yours he had been quite 
severe. I'm sure that the Lord must have 
had a hand in the matter." 

And so were we. Sankirtana is always 
successful, but it is especially so on Lord 
Nityananda's appearance day: even a 
judge will take a book! 

On the way back to the temple, I read 
one verse in Srila Prabhupada's 
Caitanya-caritamrta that summed up our 
whole wonderful experience: 

aparadha k$amaila cjubila prema-jale 
kebd ecjaibe prabhura prema-mahajale 

"Lord Caitanya excused all the offend
ers, and they merged into the ocean of 
love of God, for no one can escape the 
unique loving network of Sri Caitanya 
Mahiiprabhu" (Cc. Adi-lilii, 7.37). 0 
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