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Back to Godhead magazine is for intelligent people only. 
To be intelligent, one need not have a university degree or 
engage in intellectual word jugglery because the higher 
intelligence required for understanding Back to Godhead 
is not a matter of mundane academic research. The really 
intelligent person is one who will accept information about 
God from higher authorities and regard the science of Kr~t:~a 
consciousness as valuable and important. 

The Vedic scriptures state: "In the Age of Kali [our 
present age of quarrel and hypocrisy), people who have 
sufficient intelligence will worship the Supreme Lord by 
performing congregational chanting of His holy names." 
This refers to the chanting of the Hare Kr~l')a mantra 
printed on this page. Chanting this mantra is recommended 
as the easy and sublime method for becoming free of all 
the contamination of this materialistic age and attaining 
the highest bliss of love of God. 

People who are too attached to acquiring temporary 
material possessions and pleasures, as well as people who 
take a narrow sectarian view of religion, will not have the 
intelligence to comprehend the value of chanting the 
names of God. Their disinclination to understand it is a 
sign of impurity of heart, which has covered their real in
telligence. But whoever is innocent and truly intelligent 
will be attracted to chanting Hare Kr~l')a-and he or she is 
the most learned member of society. 

There are many names of God throughout the world 
and the universe, but according to Vedic knowledge 
Kr~r:'la is the supreme name. Therefore this chanting is 
recommended as supreme. Kr~Qa is the Supreme In
telligent Being, and when we associate with Him by His 
holy name, all ignorance and suffering are dissipated. We 
therefore invite everyone to chant Hare Kr~t:~a and be 
happy. 
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In Vrndavana, the transcendental abode, even the cows, the deer, the birds, the trees- everyone- is enchanted by 
the sweet vibration o f K [~~a·s Oute and the fascinating beauty of His person. This is one of the qualities which 
only the Supreme Personality of Godhead can possess- Hissuperexcellent beauty cannot be matched by anyone. 

PRONUNCIATION OF SANSKRIT WORDS 
Sanskrit words and names in Back to Godhead are spelled according to a system 
accepted by scholars throughout the world which indica tes the exact pronuncia
tion of each word . Vowels in Sansk rit are p ronounced almost as in Ita lian . The 
sound of the short a is like the 11 in but , the long ii is like the a in far and held twice 
as long as the short a. and e is like the a in evade. Long i is like the i in pique. The 
vowel r is pronounced like the re in the English word fibre. The c is pronounced 
as in the English word chair, and the aspirated consonants (ell, jh. dh, etc.) are pro
nounced as in s taunch-heart , hedge-hog, red-hot, e tc. The two aspirants s and j are 
p ronounced like the English sh; s is pronounced as in sun . Thus K!'Hla is pro
nounced KRISHNA, Ca itanya is pronounced CHAIT ANY A, etc. 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISH NA CONSCIOUSNESS 
M EMBERSHIP 
For info rmatio n o n how you can become a regis tered member of the Inte rnational 
Soc iety fo r Krishna Consciousness, please write to the Society's secretary at 3764 
Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, Califo rn ia , 90034. 
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!SRlLA RDPA GOSVAMl was one of 
six exalted devotees especially chosen 
through the Kr~IJ.a conscious chain of 
spiritual masters to teach the devotional 
sen1ice of the Supreme Lord in a scien
tific manner. Although all of these six 
great devotees were erudite scholars and 
prolific writers, Sri/a Rfipa Gosvlimi is 
the most prominent.for he most greatly 
appreciated the nectar of Kn~Ja con
sciousness. His Upadesamrta (Nectarean 

OBSTACLES 
ON THE 
PATH OF 

ETERNITY 

much neglect);jana-sm1galz-bad associa
tion; ca- and; laulyam-ardent longing 
or greed; ca-and;,sa(ibhift-by these six; 
bhaktilz- devotional service; vina.Syati
is destroyed. 

TRANSLATION 

Becoming too entangled in these six 
kinds of activities spoils the develop
ment of one's devotional service: (1) 
eating more than necessary or collect

An Excerpt from Srlla Ropa 
Gosvaml's !:,J~adesamrta 

Instructions), a short work of only eleven verses, teaches 
the basic principles for arousing one's dormant love of 
Kf![W. the Supreme Lord. Written in Sanskrit some 400 
years ago, it has now been translated into English, with an 
illuminating explanation of each verse, by His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupiida.J 

atyiiharalz prayiisa.S ca I prajalpo niyamagrahalz 
jana-sangas ca laulya~n ca I ~a(ibhir bhaktir vina.Syati 

atyaharafz- overeating; prayiisafz- too much endeavor; 
ca- and; prajalpa/1- idle talk; niyama- for rules and regu
lations; agraftaf,- too much attachment (or agraha/1- too 

ing more than necessary or collecting more funds than re
quired; (2) over-endeavoring for mundane things that are 
very difficult to attain; (3) talking unnecessarily about 
mundane subject matters; (4) practicing ~he scriptural rules 
and regulations only for the sake of following them, with 
no resultant benefits of spiritual advancement, or rejecting 
the rules and regulations of the scriptures and working 
independently or whimsically; (5) associating with worldly
minded persons who arc not interested in ~l?r:ta conscious
ness; and (6) being greedy for mundane achievements. 

PURPORT 

Human life is meant for plain living and high thinking. 

Back to Godhead 3 



This material world is designed so that 
one is obliged to work, for aU condi
tioned living beings are under the con
trol of the Lord's third energy. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead has 
three primary energies or potencies. 
The first is called antaranga-sakti, or 
the internal potency, the second i.s 
called ta{astha-sak ti, or the marginal 
potency, and the third is called 
bahiranga-sakti, or the external po
tency. The living entities const itute 
the marginal potency, and they are 
situated between t he internal and ex
ternal potencies. Being subordinate as 
eternal servants of the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead, the jlvatmas, or 
atomic living entities, must remain 
under the control of either the internal 
or external potency. When they are 
under the control of the internal po
tency they display their natural, con
stitutional activity , namely, constant 
engagement in the devotional service 
of the Lord. This is stated in Bhagavad
gita, Chapter Nine, verse 13: 

mahatmanas tu marh partha 
daivirh prakrtim asritab 

bhajanty ananya-manaso 
jiiatva bhiitadim avyayam 

"0 son of Prtha, those who are not de
luded, the great souls, are under the 
protection of the divine nature . They 
are fully engaged in devotional service 
because they know Me as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, original and 
inexhaustible." 

Mahatma refers to persons who are 
broad-minded, not cripple-minded. 
Cripple-minded persons, always engaged 
to satisfy their senses, some times ex
pand their activities for doing good to 
others through some ''ism" like nation
alism, humanitaria nism or altruism. 
They think that personal sense gratifi
cation is not good but the sense gratifi
cation of other persons like t he mem
bers of their family, community and so
ciety, either national or international, 
is very nice. AJ l this extended sense grat
ification, from persona l to communal 
and social, may be very good from the 
material point of view, but such activi
ties have no spiritual value . The qua lity 
of such activity is sense gratification, 
whether personal or extended. Only 
when one gratifies the senses of the 
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Supreme Lord can he be called a 
mahatma, or broad-minded person. 

In t he above verse from Bhagavad
gita, daivirh prakrtim refers to the con
trol of the internal potency, or pleasure 
potency, of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, which is manifest as 
Sri:mati Radharal).i or Her expansion 
Lak~mi, the goddess of fortune. When 
the individual jiva souls are under the 
control of the internal energy their 
only engagement is to satisfy K{~I)a, or 
Vi~J)U. This is the position of a 
mahiihnii. Otherwise one is not a 
mahatma but a duratrna, or cripple
minded person. Such mentally crip
pled duratmiis are put under the con
trol of the Lord's external potency, 
mahamaya. 

All the hving entities within this 
material world are under the control 
of mahamiiya, whose business is to 
subject them to the influence of three
fold miseries: adhidaivika-klesa (suffer
ings caused by the demigods, such as 
droughts, earthquakes and storms), 
adhibhautika-klesa (sufferings caused 
by other living entities like inse.:ts or 
enemies), and adhyatmika-klesa (suf
ferings caused by one's own body and 
mind, such as mental and physical in
firmities). Daiva-bhutatma-hetava/t: the 
conditioned souls, subjected to these 
three miseries by the control of 
the external energy, suffer various 
difficulties, which are called adhayo 
vyadhaya[t klesa(1. 

The problem confronting the con
ditioned souls is the repetition of birth, 
death , old age and disease. In the mate
~ ial world o ne has to work for the 
maintenance of the body and soul. 
But how can one per form such work 
in a way favorable for the execution 
of Kr!?Qa consciousness? Everyone re
quires possessions such as food grains, 
clothing, money and other t hings 
necessary for maintenance of the body, 
but one should not collect more than 
his actual basic needs. If we follow this 
natural principle there will be no diffi
culty in maintaining body and soul 
together. 

By the arrangement of nature, living 
entities lower on the evolutionary 
scale than human beings do not eat or 
collect more than necessary. As such, 
there is generally no economic problem 

or scarcity of necessities in the animal 
kingdom . If a bag of rice is kept in a 
public place, the birds will come, eat a 
few grains and go away, but a human 
being will take more rice from the bag 
than he requires. He wil l try to collect 
more and keep it in store . 'Th is 
atyahiira, overeating or collecting more 
than necessary, is prohibited, for the 
entire world suffers because of it. 

. Collecting and eating more than 
necessary also causes prayiisa, or un
necessary endeavor. By God's arrange
ment anyone in any part of the world 



can live very peacefully if he has some 
land and a milk cow. There is no need 
for a man to move from one place to 
another to earn a livelihood, for one 
can produce food grains locally and 
get milk from cows. That will solve aU 
economic problems. Fortunately, man 
has been given higher intelligence for 
the cultivation of Kr~rya consciousness, 
or understanding of God, one's rela
tionship with Him, and the ultimate 
goal of life, love of God. But unfor
tunately, so-called civilized man, not 
performing such activities, desires to 

"There is no need for a man to move from one place to another to earn a livelihood, 
for one can produce food grains locally and get milk from cows. That will solve all 
economic problems." (Photos taken at New Vrndavana, JSKCON's 1,000-acre 
farming community near Wheeling, Illest Virginia.) 
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get more than necessary and 
eat simply to satisfy the 
tongue. 

By God's arrangement there 
is sufficient scope for produc
ing milk and grains for the hu
man beings all over the world. 
But instead of using his higher 
intelligence for cultivating 
God consciousness, the so
called intelligent man misuses 
his intelligence to produce 
many unnecessary things, and 
for this purpose he opens fac
tories, slaughterhouses, bro
thels, liquor shops, etc. If peo
ple are advised not to collect 
or eat too much or work un
necessarily to possess artifi
cial amenities, they think that such 
advice is meant to take them back to a 
primitive way of life because they do 
not like to accept plain living and high 
thinking. That is their unfortunate 
position. 

Human life is meant for realization 
of God, and the human being has been 
given higher intelligence for this pur
pose. Those who would use this higher 
intelligence to attain a higher state 
should follow the instructions of the 
Vedic literatures, for taking instruc
tions about the advancement of human 
civilization from higher authorities 
actually situated in perfect knowledge 
gives real meaning to human life. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, First Canto, 
Second Chapter, ninth verse, Sri Suta 
Gosvami describes the dharma (occupa
tion) meant for cultivation by human 
beings: 

dharmasya hy apavargyasya 
nartho 'rthayopakalpate 

narthasya dharmaikiintasya 
kamo liibhaya hi smrtaft 

"All occupational engagements [ dhar
ma} are certainly meant for ultimate 
liberation. They should never be per
formed for material gain. Furthermore, 
one who is engaged in the ultimate oc
cupational service [dharma} should 
never use material gain to cultivate 
sense gratification." 

Dharma, religion, the first step in 
human civilization, consists of occupa
tional engagements performed accord
ing to the scriptural injunctions. The 
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higher intelligence of a human being 
should be trained to understanding this 
basic dharma. In human society as a 
whole there are various concepts of re
ligion, designated as Hindu, Christian, 
Hebrew, Mohammedan, Buddhist, etc., 
for without religion human society is 
no better than animal society. 

As stated above, dharmasya hy 
iipavargyasya nartho 'rthayopakalpate: 
religion is meant for attaining emanci
pation, not for getting bread. Some
times human society manufactures a 
system of so-called religion aimed at 
material advancement, but that is far 
from the purpose of true dharma. Re
ligion entails understanding the laws of 
God because the proper execution of 
these laws ultin1ately leads one out of 
material entanglement. That is the true 
purpose of religion. But generally peo
ple accept religion only for material 
prosperity because of atyahara, or an 
excessive desire for material prosperity. 

True religion instructs people to be 
satisfied with the bare necessities of 
life while cultivatir:g spiritual con
sciousness. Even though we require 
economic development, it is required 
only for supplying the bare necessities 
of material existence. jivasya tattva
jijnasa: the real purpose of life is to 
inquire about the Absolute Truth . Our 
prayiisa, or endeavor, should be to in
quire about the Absolute Truth, other
wise we will simply increase our en
deavor to satisfy our artificial needs. A 
spiritual aspirant should avoid this 
kind of mundane endeavor. 

"Hurruzn life is meont for plain living and 
high thinking." 

Another impediment is prajalpa, un
necessary talking. Generally when we 
mix with a few friends we immediately 
begin unnecessary talking, just like 
croaking toads. If we must talk we 
should talk about the Kr~t:~a conscious
ness movement. Persons outside of the 
Kr~Qa consciousness movement are in-

, terested in reading heaps of news
~ papers, magazines and novels, solving 
< crossword puzzles and doing many 
~ other nonsensical things. In this fashion 
~ 

~ they simply waste their valuable time 
~. and energy . In the Western countries 
~ we have seen old men retired from 

active life who engage in playing cards, 
fishing, watching television and debat
ing about useless socio-political 
schemes. All these and similar frivo
lous activities are included in the 
category of prajalpa. Intelligent per
sons interested in Kr~t:~a consciousness 
should never take part in such activities. 

]arw-sanga refers to associating with 
persons not interested in Kr~t:~a con
sciousness. One should strictly avoid 
such association. Srila Narottama dasa 
Thakura has therefore advised us to 
live only in the association of i(r~!)a 
conscious devotees ( bhakta-sarre vasa). 
One should always engage in the ser
vice of the Lord in the association of 
the Lord's devotees. 

Association with persons engaged in 
a similar line of business is very much 
conducive to advancement in that 
Line. Consequently materialistic persons 
form associations and clubs to enhance 
their various types of business. For 
example, in the business world we find 
such institutions as the stock ex
change and chamber of commerce. We 
have therefore opened the Internation
al Society for Krishna Consciousness to 
give the opportunity for spiritual asso
ciation to persons who have forgotten 
Kr~•)a. This spiritual association offered 
by our ISKCON movement is increas
ing day by day. Many people from 
different parts of the world are joining 
this Society to awaken their dormant 
l(r~l)a consciousness. 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanca Sarasvati 
Thakura writes in his Anuvrtti com
mentary that for mental speculators or 



The spiritual association offered by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness to persons who have forgotten Kmza is increasing day 
by day. Here, the founder and spiritUill master of ISKCON, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, meets a group of disciples 
at Kennedy International Airport in New York. 

dry philosophers too much endeavor 
to acquire knowledge also comes within 
the category of atyahara (collecting 
more than needed). According to 
Srimad-Bhagtwatam, the endeavor of 
philosophical speculators to write vol
umes of books on dry philosophy de
void of Kr~•:•a consciousness is entirely 
futile. Kannis who write volumes of 
books on economic development also 
fall within the category of atya/,ara. 
People who have no desire for KrHla 
consciousness and are simply interested 
in possessing more and more material 

assets, either in the shape of scientific 
knowledge or monetary gain, are all 
included under the heading of atyaluira. 

Karrnis labor to accumulate more and 
more money for future generations, 
without knowledge of their own fu
ture position. Only interested in getting 
more and more money for their sons 
and grandsons, such foolish persons do 
not even know what their position is 
going to be in the next life. There are 
many incidents that illustrate this 
point. Once a big kar111i accumulated a 
vast fortune for his sons and grandsons. 

Later, according to his karma, he took 
his birth in a cobbler's house located 
nearby the same palatial building he 
had previously constructed for them. 
It so happened that this very cobbler 
came to his former house, and his for
mer sons and grandsons beat him with 
shoes. Therefore, unless such karmis 
and jlla11is become interested in Kr~r:Ja 
consciousness they are simply wasting 
their time in fruitless activities. 

Accepting some of the scriptural 
rules and regulations for immediate 
benefit, as utilitarians advocate, is 

Back to Godhead 7 



called 11iyama-agraha, and neglecting 
the rules and regulations of the siistras 
meant for spiritual development is 
called 11iyama-agraha. r1graha means 
"eagerness to accept," and c1gralw 
means " failure to accept ." By the ad
dition of either of these two words to 
niyanw ("rules and regulations") the 
word niyamagraha is formed. Thus 
niymn<igraha has a two-fo ld meaning 
that is understood according to the 
particular combination of the words. 
Persons interested in ~~•)a conscious
ness should not be eager to accept the 
rules and regulations meant for ceo
nomic advancement , but, on the other 
hand, they should very faithfully ac
cept scriptural rules and regulations for 
the advancement of ~~J)a conscious
ness. They should strictly follow the 
regulative principles li ke no illicit sex, 
no eating of meat, fish or eggs, no 
gambling and no habits of intoxication. 

One should avoid association with 
Mayavadis, persons who blaspheme 
Vai~ryavas (devotees). Bh~tkti-kii111is in
terested in material happiness, n111kti
ka111is desiring liberation by merging in 
the existence of the formless Abso
lute (Brahman), and sidclhi-l~a111Ts de
siring the perfection of mystic yoga 
practice arc classified as atyaluiras. To 
associate with such persons is not at 
all desirable. 

Desires to expand the mind by per
fection of mystic yoga, to merge in 
the existence of Brahman, or to achieve 
whimsical materia l prosperity arc all 
included within the category of 
greed, or laulya. All attempts to acquire 
such material benefits or so-called 
spiritual advancements arc impedi
ments on the path of Kr~•:a con
sciousness. 

The modern warfare between the 
capitalists and commun ists is due to 
their avoiding the advice of Srila Rlip<~ 
Gosvami regarding atyahcim. The mod
ern capitalists accumulate more wealth 
than necessary, and the communists, 
envious of them, want to nationalize 
all wealth and property. The commu
nists, however, also do not know how 
to solve the problem of wealth and its 
distribution. Therefore when the 
wealth of the capitalists comes into 
the hands of the communists, that is 
not the solution to the problem. 
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According to the Kr~Qa conscious 
ideology, all wealth belongs to KnQa. 
Therefore unless wealth comes under 
the administration of Kr~•)a there can 
be no solution to the economic prob
lem, neither by wealth's being in the 
hands of the communists nor by its 
being in the hands of capita lists. There 
is a nice example in this connection. 
lf a one-hundred-dollar note is lying in 
the street, someone may pick up t he 
note and put it in his pocket. Such a 
man is not honest. Another man may 
see the note and decide to let it remain 
there, thinking he should not touch 
another's propert y. Although this 
second man does not steal the note 
for his own purposes, he is unaware 
of the proper usc of the note. But 
when a third man sees such a no te, he 
may pick ic up, find the man who lost 
it and deliver it to him. This third man 
does not take the note for his own 
expenditure nor neglect the note lying 
in the street. He takes it and delivers 
it to the man who lost it. This man is 
therefore both ho nest and wise. 

Simply transferring wealth from 
capitalists to communists cannot solve 
the problems of modern politics be
cause it has been practically seen that 
when a communist gets money he 
utilizes it for his own sense gratifica
tion also. The wealth of the world 
actually belongs to Kr~rya. Every living 
entity , man or animal, has the birth
right to use God's property for his 
maintenance. When he takes more than 
his maintenance requires, whether he 
is a capitalist or communist, he is a 
thief, and as such he is liable to be 
punished by the laws of nature. The 
wealth of the world should be utilized 
for the welfare of all living entities, for 
that is chc plan of mother nature. 

Everyone has the right to live by 
utilizing the wealth of the Lord. When 
people learn this art of scientifically 
utilizing the Lord's pro perty and no 
longer encroach upo n others' rights, 
they can form an ideal society. This 
basic principle of a spiritual society is 
stated in the first 111c111tra of Sri 
lsopaHi~acl, the primer of spiritual 
culture, as follows: 

lsiivasya111 idmil sarvwil 
yat kiiica jagaty<ilil jagat 

tena tyaktena bhunfitha 
ma grdlwb kasya svid clhanam 

"Everything animate or inanimate that 
is within the universe is controlled and 
owned by the Lord. One should there
fore accept only those things necessary 
for himself, which are set aside as his 
quota, and one must not accept other 
things, knowing well to whom they 
belong." 

~~l}a conscious devotees know very 
well that this material world is designed 
by the complete arrangement of the 
Lord to fulfill all rhe necessities of life 
for all living beings without their having 
to encroach upon the life or rights of 
one another . This complete arrange
ment affords the proper guoca of 
wealth for everyone according to his 
real need, and thus everyone may live 
peacefully according co the principle of 
plain living and high chinking. On the 
other hand, materialistic persons who 
have no faith in the plan of God nor 
any aspiration for higher spiritual de
velopment misuse their God-given in
telligence only for the augmentation 
of t heir material possessions. They de
vise many systems such as capitalism 
and materialistic communism to ad
vance their material position without 
reference to che laws of God or a 
higher goal of life. Always anxious to 
fulfill their unlimited desires for sense 
gratification, they are conspicuous by 
their ability to exploit their fellow 
living beings. 

Wh en human society gives up these 
elementary faults of character enu
merated by Sri la Rupa Gosvami 
(atyahiirc1, laulya, etc.) all enmity will 
will cease between men and animals, 
capitalists and communists, as will all 
problems of economic or political 
maladjustment and instability. This 
pure consciousness is awakened by 
the proper spiritual education and 
practice offered scientifically by the 
Kr~•)a consciousness moveme nt. 

The Kr~•Ja consciousness movement 
is a spiritual community that can bring 
about a peaceful condition in che 
world. Every intelligent man should 
purify his consciousness of the above
mentioned six hindrances to devotional 
service by taking wholehearted shelter 
of this ~~t}a consciousness movement. 0 



IF ANYONE SAYS, " I don't believe in God," he's either 
a madman or a number one fool. Not a single scientific ad
vancement has lessened the existence or potency of God, 
and none ever will. Nor has science made man any more 
secure in his position or powerful in conquering the strin
gent laws of nature that attack him at every moment. Em
ploying an air conditioner to cool a few square yards is not 
controlling the sun's heat, and enclosing oneself in a plate
glass house is not the same as stopping the rain; nor is 
struggling through drought relief the same as 
making the rain come according to one's wi ll. -~ 
These are simply measures to ward off the 
blows of material nature. Yet these feeble 
measures of defence are being mistaken for 
"man's conquest of nature." And, at any 
rate , sitting in an air-conditioned room with 
a television, radio and plate-glass windows 
but having a mind distressed by worry, envy 
and anger is useless. 

At a meeting in Bengal, when I was invited 
to speak to a large group of Muslim scholars 
about scientific proof of God, I said, "Look 
at this watch. It has twelve numbers on the 
face. Why? Why not eleven, thirteen or fif
teen? Why doesn't it change every day? It's 
because the day and night are each divided 
into twelve parts according to the move- " · 
ments of the sun, which for millions of years 
has been coming and going within a twenty-
four hour period so predictably that scientists and watch
makers believe it will continue to do so for miJiions of years 
in the future ." Like the moon and other planets, the sun 
moves with such precision that science accepts it as a guide 
by which to tell time. Now, if manufacturing an accurate 
watch requires a very intelligent brain, how much more 
developed the brain must be that created the sun! It is de
finitely a brain superior to any man's. 

To paint a picture of a flower on a table, an artist must 
work for several hours, and to copy it takes many more 
hours on a printing press built and operated by many in
telligent men. Still, the flower has no fragrance, nor is it as 
perfectly formed as a real flower. If one were to bury such 
a flower in the ground, it would not grow because it would 
have no seeds. But if I put real flowers in the earth, more 
flowers would grow, without help from machines or brains, 
and these flowers that grew would contain seeds and be able 
to go on producing flowers forever. "Oh, that's just nature," 
say the scientists. And we answer them,"Yes, it is nature. 
But nature is not working without a supreme and incon
ceivably vast intellect operating it." 

Actually, we don't "create" anything. Take our houses, 

His Holiness Acyutananda Svami, shown aboa1e {center) in Vrndii
vana, India, the site of Lord Kmw s transcendental pastimes, is 011 American 
sviimi ocrively preaching in Indio since 1967. He has gained considerable 
recognition in Bengal and Uuor Pradesh for his abilities in chan ring and lec
ttuing in Bengali and English. He has edired a book of songs by great Km1o 
conscious spiritual masters. soon to be published, and is now working on an 
English translation of Cailanya-bhiigavata, on imporrom Bengali epic 
describing the activities of Lord Coitanyo Jlfoluiprobhu. 

THE 
SCIENCE 
OF 
PURITY 

by HIS HOLINESS 
Acyutananda Svami 
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for example. Air conditioned or not, they are composed of 
many building materials, such as cement, steel, sand and 
bricks. The elements for these materials were found already 
formed in the earth, and then man changed their forms by 
mixing them with water , fire, etc. That is not creation ; it is 
only the changing of forms. We can change the form of the 
material, but what is it that produces the basic elements we 
are handling? Science has no answers, but only speculations. 
The scientists have only theories, but they speak like 
authorities. A true scientist, however , will admit his inability 
to explain t he facts of creation and the happenings of 
nature. 

For the entire Twentieth Century our view of history 
has been based upon the discoveries of archaeological find
ings. Only recently, however, the carbon 14 dating method, 
the main chemical system for tracing the age of ancient 
finds, has been proven faulty and imperfect. This also 
means that all the history books are faulty and imperfect. 
Darwin says that early man was unintelligent, undeveloped 
and uncivilized. But Bhagavad-gita, spoken over five thou
sand years ago, reveals the supreme philosophy of life. Were 
KJ;~l)a, Arjuna, Vyasadeva and Valmiki cavemen? Could 
such a h ighly cultured language as Sanskrit be the creation 
of the grunts and groans of highly developed apes? [ chal
lenge any follower of Darwin to study the Sanskrit language 
with his proudly developed intellect, or even read the Vedas, 
aside from understanding them, to say not hing of equal
ling the Vedic writ ings. 

Let us face the facts that our so-called scientific educa
tion has given quite a hazy picture of the past and nothing 
about the future. This has left us in a very precarious pres
ent. Why are the Vedic literatures rejected as unscientific? 
They were written by the most advanced super-intellects, 
whose laboratories were their asramas, the Himalayas and 
the process of regulated sense control. Material scientific 
experiments are performed blindly on the strength of im
perfect tools, imperfect data and imperfect senses by those 
who have no control over the mind and its tendencies of 
illusion. A true scientist should make an experiment with 
the materials gathered from a given field and realize there
sults. One should not accept the conclusions of the im
perfect senses. 

Therefore we, who are also scientists, accept the author
ity of the perfect, infallible authors of the Vedas. Their 
names should be known - Vyasadeva, Devala, Asita, 
Markal)c;leya, Valmi.ki and the supreme authority, Lord 
Kr~J!a, the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself. Blind 
faith? No! In the beginning many doctrines may not be un
derstandable, but it is not long before their meaning is com
pletely revealed. If I cannot understand something now, it 
is not to be rejected as false until proven false . There are 
many scientific doctrines we accept without full under
standing; in fact, material scientists really know very little 
about the why's and why not's of most of their principles. 

When a scientist does not understand a phenomenon, he 
simply puts his own name on it, such as "gravity." What is 
gravity? It is an inconceivable energy that attracts material 
objects. But what is it? What they cannot explain they hide 
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by applying a new name. Try it! What is crystallization? It 
is only a name of a phenomenon we cannot understand. 
Act ually, the scientist, utterly baffled at the transformations 
of the world, tries to bluff the public with a smoke screen 
of names. Even the most authoritative of theorems will 
contain terminology like "maybe," "probably," "it might 
have been" and "as far as we know." But how far do you 
know? 

A case in point : From my collegiate studies of Darwin's 
theory of evolution (which is still just that, a t heory, not a 
law), I clearly remember an interesting occurrence. In the 
textbook of 1962 an illustration depicted the stages of de
velopment from the ape to modern man according to 
Darwin . First was the common ape, then a stone image of 
the Piltdown man, then the Neanderthal man, then t he 
Cro-Magnon man and modern man . This was all well and 
good, and for the time it was fashionable to accept it . But 
in 1963 in the same textbook's illustration depicting "man's 
growth from the ape," the rather dumb-looking Piltdown 
chap was not gloriously seated next to the ape but was ab
sent from the "great line of evolution ." Why? The "missing 
link" between animal and rational man had been found to 
be a hoax! Mind you, all the leading paleontologists, ar
chaeologists and "what-notists" accepted this humbug, 
which they considered such reliable evidence of the progress 
of evolution that it found a place in every textbook . Thus the 
clever man in Piltdown, England, who had carved a lime
stone image of a caveman, buried it in his backyard and 
cashed in had successfully pulled the wool over the eyes of 
the whole scientific world. 

The spiritual masters who prepared the Vedic literature, 
and the Supreme Lord who descended to earth, were all 
infallible, nonenvious well-wishers to human society who 
were transcendental to material nature and had no intent 
to cheat. They did not hoard their unlimited wisdom; they 
distributed it to us in the Vedas, and men who have followed 
it have achieved the highest destination . We can certainly 
have faith in these Vedic masters, at least enough faith to 
begin their process of self-purification . Once the process 
begins, it is not long before the neophyte experiences the 
results of spiritual advancement, which are pure knowledge 
(jna11a) and detachment from material limitations (vairiigya). 
Then the student, his faith confirmed, continues on the path 
unrestricted. 

The path for all men, regardless of age, sex, religion, 
community or race, is the path of Kr~~a consciousness. One 
obtains tltis consciousness by chanting Hare Kn>J!a, Hare 
KJ;~l)a, K{~J)a Kr~J!a, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Riima, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare, not by arguing or pondering over 
philosophical doctrines. When men's minds are corrupt, 
there is no use in their programs for peace, prosperity and 
the pursuit of happiness. In India, for example, there is a 
vehement interest in politics. There are innumerable jour
nals, even of a spiritual nature, that devote many pages to 
discussing the impure topics of politicians. This has only 
misdirected people's attention from their real duty, self
rea lization or God-realization. 

Do not expect anything just and right to be a product of 



someone who has not controlled his senses and mind 
through bhakti-yoga. First purify the mind by mtmtra, and 
then you will see pure spiritual energy develop and purify 
the environment. If there is a boil on the skin due to im
pure blood, no skin ointment will help. But as soon as the 
blood is purified, the sore heals. Cleanse the consciousness 
that is the root of our existence, and you will cleanse the 
world thoroughly. If one speck of contamination is in the 
consciousness, the result will appear on the surface of so
ciety in gross form as one of the many problems we face. 
These problems are only symptoms of the disease of lack of 
K.r~J;ta consciousness. If you want peace, justice, prosperity, 
satisfaction, knowledge and harmony between men, you 
must take up the process of internal cleansing by bhakti
yoga. 

There are ample resources in the world, but they are 
being exploited by people with neither knowledge nor de
tachment, selfish individuals with ulterior motives. A per
son must be without selfishly motivated interests if he really 
wants to do good in the world. One quickly achieves this 
purity by practical application of K.r~rya consciousness. The 
immediate fruits of bhakti-yoga, devotional service to Kr~J.la, 
are knowledge and sobriety. A man who is attached to 
money and the enjoyments of the body cannot be a trusted 
leader or even a worthy associate. One must be above the in
fluences of these temptations to achieve complete compo
sure and equilibrium. In such a peaceful state, one's 
knowledge can be accurate and effective. 

Every day our senses are bombarded by material exper
iences that invoke the most abominable desires. Obtaining 
the satisfaction of these desires is not possible, for they lead 
one on and on to hanker for the unattainable. If we see a 
picture of a mountain and then see some gold, the uncon
trolled mind will push us to want a mountain of gold. If we 
see sweets, we will think of eating a mountain of sweets. 
But a mountain of gold or sweets is never to be achieved, 
and the mind gets more and more agitated. In this state, one 
becomes enraged at his inability to serve the senses and 
loses memory of the true reality. There is then no hope of 
regaining sanity, and he is destroyed. 

How does Kr~J.la consciousness help? The nine processes 
of l(rgta consciousness forcibly direct the mind towards 
K.rgta. By having the slightest true experience of !4~J.la, the 
senses lose their poisonous desire for enjoyment, and their 
thirst is quenched. The nine processes begin with hearing 
and chanting the names and glories of Kr~I]a. When one has 
heard sufficiently, he can also repeat what he has heard. In 
so doing, his mind recalls again and again the names, 
qualities, forms and pastimes of KJ:gta, which are exciting, 
enchanting and sweet. Then nothing else can attract his 
mind. 

KJ:gta's pastimes and form are not maya (illusion); to 
meditate upon them is to absorb the mind in the Supreme 
in samadhi (true ecstasy)! Therefore the mind absorbed in 
KJ:~I]a is truly safe, detached from bombardment by matter. 
The safest place for the mind to dwell is in kirtana-rasa, the 
mellow quality of glorification of !4~rya, in the ecstasy of 
chanting the names of Kr~J.la and hearing attractive descrip-

Lord Srr K[fl]a, the Supreme Personality of Godhead 

tions of K.r~J.la from the lips of the eloquent deliverers of 
hari-katha (topics of Kr~J.la consciousness) . Formless, ab
stract meditations are condemned in the Gfta, Twelfth 
Chapter: 

kleso 'dhikataras te~am 
avyaktasakta-cetasam 

avyakta hi gatir dufzkham 
dehavadbhir avapyate 

"For those whose minds are attached to the unmani
fested, impersonal feature of the Supreme, advance
ment is very troublesome. To make progress in that 
discipline is always difficult for those who are embodied." 
(Bg. 12.5) 
It is not possible for meditation on formlessness to satisfy 
anyone for very long. The mind and senses, starved of their 
sense enjoyment, will force the meditator co the material 
world, just as they conquered Visvamitra, a great yogi who 
meditated for thousands of years but was disturbed 
when a beautiful woman attracted him. A person relishing 
the ecstasy of J{r~rya's sweet smile and form, however, will 
never want to look at ordinary flesh and blood again. There
fore our course of action should be to foUow the words of 
the authorities, who say: 

srrwataril sva-katha{l kr~rab 
pu!'lya-sravarw-k irtana/1 

hrdy antafz-stho hy abhadra!'li 
vidhunoti sul1rt-satam 

"Sri K~~rya is a disinterested friend of the virtuous, and His 
praises sanctify those who listen to or sing them. He abides 
in the hearts of those who hear His stories. He uproots the 
evil propensities of their minds." f:J 
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Photos by Muralivadana dasa 

by His Holiness 
Satsvarupa dasa GosvamT 

aihaya ~sa, t~e President of 
the MeXIco Ctty Hare l(rg1a 
center, invited me to come 
speak to the people of Mexico 

at the installation festival for their 
center's Deities of Radha and Kr~!fa. 
At the time I was in Dallas, Texas, and 
so was Muralivadana dasa, an ISKCON 
Press traveling photographer. Taking 
the invitation as a transcendental op
portunity, we decided to f1 y together 
to Mexico City, hopeful that through 
writing and pictures we could share our 
experience with Back to Godhead 
readers. 

Of course, Mexico City is actually 
just another illusion. The world is 
filled with many famous countries and 
cities advertised as adventures or para
dises to lure world travelers. But we 
can understand, seeing things through 
the eyes of the Vedic scriptures, that 
this whole material world exists only as 
a dream and only because of our attach
ment to it. 

In the commentary to his Srimad
Bhagavatam translation, His Divine 
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada writes: "The great ocean 
of material nature is tossing with the 
waves of time, and the so-called living 
conditions are something like foaming 
bubbles that appear before us as bodily 
self, wife, children, society, country
men, etc." In other words, not only our 
bodies but also our nations and our 
entire planet itself exist only for a 
period of time that is relatively short 
when viewed from eternity. The living 
soul is actually different from matter, 
but because of our lack of knowledge 

His Holiness Satsvarupa dasa Gosvami, 
the chief Editor of Back to Godhead, joined the 
lntemational Society for Krishna Consciousness in 
1966, after graduating from Brooklyn College and 
serving as a social worker in New York City. One 
of the personal secretaries to His Divine Grace A.C 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupiida, he is now on a 
tour of colleges in the midwestern United States. 



of the self and the Supreme Spirit , the 
force of ignorance victimizes us, spoil
ing the valuable energy of our human 
life. 

We are searching after permanent 
living conditions that are not possible 
in this material world. However the 
idea of traveling to a foreign land like 
Mexico exhilarates us, such havens are 
all within the kingdom of illusion, 
known in Sanskrit as maya. Not only 
is life in the material world temporary, 
but it is full of misery for all. Whether 
in Mexico speaking Spanish, in France 
speaking French, or wherever one may 
be, everyone in the material world must 
suffer birth, death , disease and old age. 
Therefore whether we travel or sit in 
one place the real purpose of human 
life is to seek enlightenment from the 
illusion and pain of identifying with 
the material world. 

We should be interested in Mexico, 
therefore, only in terms of the enlight
enment of the people there. For ex
ample, Kr~ ·~a spoke His sublime 
philosophy in the scripture Bhagavad
gita at a place known as Kuruk~etra. 
Now , transcendental scholars and de
votees of Kr~·~a are interested not only 
in J<.r~t;~a but also in Kuruk~etra, the 
place where He spoke; but they are in
terested in Kuruk~etra only because of 
its relation to Kr~t:~a and the enlighten
ment He gave t here. 

The idea of finding permanent hap
piness by going to Mexico (or France, 
Hawaii, or India) is actually illusion . 
But on the other hand, even though 
any place in this material world is a 
place of illusion, every place is also the 
property of God, for everything that 
exists, whether material or spiritual, 
belongs to God. One who sees things 
as they arc is interested in everything 
in terms of its re lation to God. He does 
not reject anything. If one can revive 
his God consciousness, this will dispell 
all illusion, and then for him any place, 
even within the material world, will be 
full y spirit ual, like the eternal, blissful 
kingdom of God. The center for Kr~t:~a 
consciousness in Mexico City is at
tempting to free the whole city from 
the false idea that the body is the self 
and help everyone regain his original 
eternal place in the spiritual sky. 

During the plane trip we met a young 

Mexican boy named Octavio who was 
traveling with his family. He spoke 
English and was very interested in what 
we had to say about Kr~rya conscious
ness. He took some spiritual food 
(prasada) that we offered and was very 
open and friendly. His mother would 
ask him questions about Kr~t)a in 
Spanish, and he asked us in English. 
Very agreeable to the concept of being 
vegetarian, he remarked, "Yes, you do 
not like to kill animals!" Our first 
meeting with a Mexican encouraged us. 
We noticed that at least one family 
found it enlivening to speak to devo
tees, and we were also very pleased to 
speak with them. 

Thinking in this way abou t our trip 
to Mexico as a transcendental opportu
nity, we flew down through the clouds 
past large mountain ranges and de
scended upon Mexico City, a sprawling 
metropolis of ten miUion people. 

After the plane landed, we kept 
chanting the Hare Kr~l)a mantra on our 
beads, not knowing what to expect of 
Mexico City. As we approached the 
officials for immigration and customs, 
one airport worker waved his hand and 
greeted us loudly, "Hare Kr~t:~a !" Soon 
we passed through a large crowd of 
incoming passengers and met our God
brothers Haihaya and Bahuliisva. In 
the truck riding to town, Haihaya told 
us that at least one hundred Mexicans 
regularly attended the temple's activi
ties day and night and at least another 
fifty boys and girls were fu ll-time de
votees. 

bout a year ago, His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada visited 

L..-__ __J the Mexico temple and 
stayed for five days. Haihaya explained 
that Srfla Prabhupada was widely ac
claimed.just on sight as a great saint; 
a lthough some of the people were not 
even aware of the Vedic philosophy , 
they still recognized him as a very 
saintly person. And many of them 
went to see him , eager to receive bene
diction from Srila Prabhupada. 

I asked Haihaya about the claim that 
the ancient Mayan culture that existed 
thousands of years ago in Mexico was 
imported from the Vedic c ivilization 
of India. When Srfla Prabhupada was 

there, Haihaya said, he stated that there 
was much in Mexico reminiscent of the 
Vedic culture . One who lives there can 
see this in the people's eating, parades, 
natural fruits , etc. There is also much 
archaeological evidence such as art 
work in temples, and archaeologists 
can more seriously study this for fur
ther evidence. 

When Srila Prabhupiida was in 
Mexico he primarily stressed the im
portance of enlightening people about 
their spiritual nature by distributing 
Kr~l)a conscious literature in Spanish. 
I asked Haihaya whether the people 
of Mexico City were taking Kr~rya con
sciousness seriously. He replied , "Many 
of them come with beads and chant 
Hare Kr~t)a just like full -time devotees. 
After they buy books, they always 
read them and ask for more. Also, 
many of them take to a vegetarian 
diet after hearing our philosophy." 

It was not long before we arrived at 
the temple, which is on Governador 
Tiburcio Montic l,just two blocks away 
from the house of the nation's Presi
dent. We drove through a decorated 
iron gateway into the yard of the Hare 
Kr~l)a temple, a three-story white 
building with domes on the roof that 
looked Vedic. There was a large lawn 
in the courtyard, where many guests 
were sitting under trees. There were 
also many devotional activities under
way, such as sewing, preparing flowers, 
building, painting and washing. 

As we entered the yard a chanting 
party started singing Hare Kr~t;~a , Hare 
Kr~rya, Kr~rya Kr~·~a. Hare Hare/ Hare 
Riima, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare 
Hare. The chanting of Hare Kr~l)a 
washes away all material designations 
by which one thinks his real self 
to be Mexican, American, black or 
white. One feels his happy, pure iden
tity as a spirit soul, servant of God, by 
chanting this 111t1ntra. We felt immedi
ately that we were in our true home, 
the shelter of J<.r~rya, and joined with 
everyone who was singing and dancing. 
Afterwards, we were offered flower 
garlands and a dish of fruit prc1siida. 
According to Vedic hospitality, when
ever a guest comes to visit, one must 
offer him nice things to make him feel 
at home. Any local culture in the world 
can adopt this philosophy and way of 
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life, in any language, and it· always 
comes out pure and natural. 

[!] his way to live in transcenden
tal life (blwkti-yoga) is natural 
because it applies everywhere. 
Therefore Srila Prabhupada, as 

a devotee of K.r~J)a in disciplic succes
sion, has had great success in establish
ing Kr~l!a conscious centers as oases of 
relief in the midst of the materialistic 
cities. In the mood of a humble 
Vai~l)ava, our spiritual master never 
claims credit for his achievements of 
opening over one hundred centers a ll 
over the world; he says the credit goes 
to the Lord Himself and the previous 
spiritual masters, whose instructions 
he has followed without deviation. 
Nevertheless, because of his personal 
instructions, once again we saw a living 
community of men and women, this 
time in a culture foreign to us, who 
were peaceful and happy in the execu
tion of devotional activities. 

Since the next day was to be the 
festival and installation of the forms 
of Radha and Kr~l)a, many devotees 
and guests were involved with projects 
of sewing, painting, electrical work and 
cleaning, and were also talking about 
Kr~~la. The temple building opens with 
a large hall with a winding staircase 
that dramatically sweeps up to the 
second floor, which is actually a bal
cony with rooms off it. The main hall 
can accomodate hundreds of guests for 
chanting and feasting, the main activi
ties of bhakti-yoga. 

Eager to show us the forms of the 
Supreme Lord K.r~!!a and His eternal 
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consort, Radharal)i, Haihaya took us 
to a private room where devotees were 
sewing dresses for the Deities. He un
covered the forms of Riidha and Kr~l!a , 
and we bowed down and paid our 
obeisances. Kr~l!a is a young boy hold
ing a flute, and Riidhariil)i is a young 
girl. Atheists deny the existence of any 
spiritual form or spiritual life, and 
even beginners in transcendental life 

1111[,~( ~~~o:~~ i~:;;:~::~g:~adt~~: r\ transcendental body never de
,__ _ ___, cays, He nevertheless appears 
in this world in every age. In our pres
ent state we cannot see the spiritual 
form of KJ;~I)a, which is eternal bliss 
and knowledge, yet out of His mercy 
He appears in the incarnation of the 
Deity, which may be a form of metal, 

Devotees sewing garlands for the installation of Riidlzii-Km1a Deities. 

do not understand that the Supreme 
Spirit is the Supreme Person . But this 
is the conclusion of the most autho
rized and complete philosophy of God 
consciousness. The Absolute Truth 
from which all varieties of life, both 
temporary and eternal, emanate is the 
supremely conscious Supreme Person, 
Krg1a. All His forms, incarnations and 
emanations are originally present in His 
transcendental form. 

The Vedic literatures describe that 
Kr~l!a actually appeared on this planet 
as a cowherd boy five thousand years 
ago. As described in 13hagavad-gita and 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, although He ap
pears in human society to rescue souls 
who have fallen inro the ignorance of 
material life, He never comes under the 
material laws nor accepts a material 
body. 

stone or wood. The worshipers of 
Kr~l!a do not worship wood or stone, 
but they worship KJ;~Qa in this form, 
which is visible even when one has con
ditioned, material vision . The exchange 
between the Lord and the devotees in 
the Deity worship is fully authorized, 
and one should scientifically under
stand it by reading ISKCON books 
such as The Nectar of Devotion, which 
discuss thoroughly this transcendental 
science. It is a scientific transcendental 
fact that the Lord appears in the form 
of a Deity just to accept food and 
decorations offered in the clean and 
spiritual atmosphere of the temple. 

On the evening before the festival 
day, about one hundred guests 
gathered. Haihaya kindly allowed me to 
lead a class in Bilagavad-gita. After 
reading from the Gita first in Sanskrit, 



Above: A bi-lingual devotee translates 
Bhagavad-gtlii As It Is for the benefit of a 
Mexican audience. Right: T11e books of His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhuptida, distributed in over ten languages 
around the world, are seen here in Mexico 
City. 

I spoke in English, and a bi-lingual de
votee immediately translated my 
words. Seated on the temple floor, 
devotees and guests listened with ob
vious attention and absorption to the 
words of Bhagavad-g'ita. 1 read from 
the Twelfth Chapter, where, in the 
first verses, Arjuna asks Kt~Qa, "Upon 
which is it more perfect to meditate
the impersonal or the personal form?" 
Kr~l)a then clearly says that whoever 
worships His personal form is the most 
perfect. The · tern pie is also stated to 
be the ideal place for such perfect wor
ship of God. 

f course, God is not present 
only in a Hare Kr~l)a tem
ple; He is all-pervading. But 

.___ __ __, it is recommended that 
while one should increase his taste for 
singing and chanting the glories of the 
Lord, he should also increase his incli
nation to live in a place where Kr~·~a 
lives. K~~l)a certainly lives everywhere. 
This is the vision of the highest devo-

tees. But because we are in a lower 
condition, still attached to material 
life, and we cannot see ~~!)a every
where, we should learn to see Kr~l)a in 
the temple. It is stated in Sr'inwd
Bhagavatanl that especially for worldly 
householders it is necessary to come 
to the temple to enjoy musical kirta11a, 
worship the form of the Lord and ap
preciate the spiritual atmosphere. This 
is the on ly thing that will save the com
mon man from hellish movies, naked 
nightclub dancing and other material
istic endeavors. Everyone is encouraged 
to dovetail his propensity for social 
gatherings, festivals and singing by 

taking part in glorifying Kr~l)a , the 
Absolute Truth; otherwise one will 
waste his life and have to go down in 
the next life to some lower form of 
life , seeking pleasure in dead material 
things. And in every form of material 
life from king to insect there is always 
suffering. 

By speaking Bhagavad·gtta and an
swering the questions of the assembled 
devotees, I could understand that the 
Mexicans were accepting Kr~l)a con
sciousness in a nonsectarian spirit. 
Haihaya explai ned to me later that 
attraction for Kt~l)a is very great in 
Mexico because the people arc looking 
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very seriously for God, although they 
often regard their past religious educa
tion as frustrating. Many of them see 
the Kr~•)a consciousness movement as 
the answer to their search. The devotees 
are very respected in the streets, and 
people very often inquire about the 
philosop hy. Peo ple respect the move
ment more and more as they hear 
more about it . 

As phrase by phrase of my English 
was translated into Spanish, I tried to 
remember exactly the words of my 

more opportunity to elevate their 
consciousness higher and higher in 
love of God. 

After the class we had another krr
tana, chanting the names of God. ln 
t his congregat ional chanting the Mexi
can t emple is practically unexcelled 
in the world. Accompanied with the 
tradit ional Vedic mrdm1ga drum and 
karatiilas, as well as congo drums and 
guitars, the singing was full of enthusi
asm and pleasure. A small group of 
singers and musicians gathered in the 

mantra. This chanting went on literally 
hour after hour without stopping. No 
one became tired; the enthusiasm in
creased more and more until it was ten 
o'clock and the temple managers had 
to end the kirtana. This chant ing goes 
on every evening, and it is always a 
great success. 

The next morning everyone rose an 
hour and a half before sunrise, which 
the Vedic civilization recognizes as the 
best time for spiritual advancement. 
After the early-mornirlg gathering for 

"In this congregational chanting the Mexican temple is practically unexcelled in the world." 

spiritual master: "We should be in
clined to live in the circle of temple 
life and increase our inclination to 
chant more and more. If at the time of 
death we can think of Kr~•)a, then we 
can go and associate wi th Him eterna l
ly in His spiritual abode." Young boys 
and girls, respectable ladies and gentle
men , old men and women- all listened 
with great respect. They were mostly 
regulars who come daily to the temple 
to worship the Deity and take spiritual 
food. Now they could understand that 
with the appearance of Radha and 
Kt~•)a the temple activity would be 
more blissful and there would be 
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center, leading the chanting, while 
others danced around in a circle, chant
ing these universal names of the Lord
Hare Kr~J!a , Hare Kr$J!a, Kt~J!a Kt~J!a, 
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Sometimes 
t he lead singer would switch to other 
chants, chanting the name of the 
s_piritual master, "~rlla Pra bhupada! 
Srila Prabhupada! Srila Prabhupada!" 
or chanting "govinda jttya jaya" or the 
names of the Lord's merciful incarna
tion Lord Caitanya-sri-kr~!1a-caitanya 
prabhu nityiinauda sri-advaita gadiid
hara sriviisiidi-gaura-bhakta-vruda- and 
then back again to the Hare Kr~J!a 

chanting in the temple, everyone 
turned to the last preparations before 
the installation of the Deities, putting 
last-minute light fixtures in place and 
painting and sewing for the Deities. 
There was no distinction between de
votees and guests; everyone was busily 
serving, sweeping, mopping, cooking, 
decorating and so on. Some devotees 
had been up all night cooking a feast 
and cleaning. Everyone eng-aged his 
senses in some kind of preparation to 
please the Lord. Haihaya dasa's greatest 
aspiration is to engage everyone, old 
and young, in some kind of work for 
Kr~•)a. 



Above: "In our present state we cannot see 
the spiritual form of Kr~IJa, which is eternal 
bliss and knowledge, yet out of His mercy 
He appears in the incarnation of the Deity." 
Below: His Holiness ~atsvarupa Gosviimf, 
second from the left. meets with guests on 
the front lawn of the Mexico City Temple. 

ITJ 
he time for the beginning of 
the ceremony finally arrived, 
and simultaneously alt prepara
tion was completed. The pro

cedure for installing the Deities in a 
bona fide K{~J)a conscious temple is to 
bathe Them in milk, yogurt and water 
while reciting the devotional prayers 
of the Brahma-sarhhita and then to 
hold a fire ceremony in which grains 
and ghee (clarified butter) are offered 
in the fire while more mantras are 
chanted. The first verse of the prayers 
of Lord Brahma's Brahma-sarhhita are 
as follows: " I worship Govinda, the 
primeval Lord, the first progenitor, 
who is tending the cows, yielding all 
desire, in abodes built with spiritual 
gems, surrounded by millions of pur
pose trees, always served with great 
reverence and affection by hundreds 
and thousands of goddesses of for
tune." 

During the installation of the Deities, 
the priest leading the ceremony is sup· 
posed to speak about the worship of 
the Deity. 1 spoke on a chapter I had 

read from Srila Prabhupada's 
Kr~rza Book. ln the chapter 
"Prayers by the Demigods 
for Lord Kr~l)a" there are 
5,000-year-old prayers of
fered by demigods who knew 
that the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Krg1a, was 
about to descend to the ma
terial world to van<juish the 
demons and give pleasure to 
His devotees. 

Different classes of people 
speculate about God. Athe
ists say there is no God, and 
some transcendentalists say 
God is void, impersonal or 
formless because they can
not grasp the idea of a spiri
tual form. Sometimes yogis 
realize God as the form of 
Vi~l)u in the heart, which 
they see in trance. But 

according to the Vedic literatures all 
these aspects of the Absolute Truth 
are included in the highest realization, 
which is called Bhagavan realization of 
the Personality of Godhead in His 
original spiritual form as KJ;"~l)<L 

The demigods described that when 
Kr~1_1a actually appears in tl1e world He 
puts an end to all imaginative icono
graphy about what God is. Some 
philosophers speculate that because 
God is the oldest person, He must be 
an o ld man with a beard. According to 
the Brahma-samhita prayers chanted 

during the Deity installation, however, 
although He is the oldest, Kr~l)a appears 
as a fresh youth. He has a light blue 
hue, and He appears like a young boy, 
never older chan sixteen , a cowherd 
boy who always plays His flute . This is 
the same form of Kf~l)a described in 
the Vedic literature, as He actually ap
peared five thousand years ago and as 
He appears in the Deity form. 

~ 
n a court case discussing whether a 
certain man is alive or dead, there 
will be various speculative opinions. 
But if the man being discussed actu

ally walks into the courtroom, upon his 
appearance all speculation vanishes. In 
the same way , Kf~l)a, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, demonstrated 
clearly by His appearance what He is 
really like. The whole disciplic succes
sion of great spiritual masters and all 
the great authorities of the Vedas ac
cept Kf~l)a as the Supreme Truth. Kn>l)a 
says Himself in Bhagavad-gita that 
whoever considers Him an ordinary 
material person is "mi:iljha," which 
means a rascal or ass. 

We are all originally eternal servants 
of Kr~•)a. But, because of our dirty de
sires, we have left His service and are 
now trying to act like the Lord our
selves. To help us back to our original 
position , K.!;~l)acomes Himself or some
times sends His incarnation, son, repre
sentative or pure devotee-and He also 
appears in material forms such as stone 
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or metal as the Deity. In such forms He 
accepts offerings of food and decora
tions, provided such offerings are made 
in loving devotion. Devotees who wor
ship Him in t his form are not perform
ing idol worship, but are worshiping 
K.t~IJ.a in an authorized manner. Al
though He is very difficult to under
stand, He comes before us as the 
sound of His holy name, as the words 
of Bhagavad-gita, as prasada (spiritual 
food) and as t he Deity, and none of 
these forms are material. Kt;;l).a has so 

Srila Prabhupada was placed on t he 
seat , reminding devotees of his pres
ence. Near Mexico City a pure marble 
stone called onyx is abundantly avail
able, and the devotees had arranged an 
onyx altar with onyx dishes and 
cups for offerings to the Deity. Their 
Lordships were dressed very beautifully 
with golden garments. Everyone was 
chanting and dancing in appreciation 
of Their Lordships, and the chanting 
went on for hours. Then there was 
feasting . On the front lawn under 

"After chanting and feasting for some time, a large party gathered to chant downtown." 

kindly made Himself available. There
fore, we can clearly comprehend why 
the Lord declares that whoever doesn't 
accept Him as He is but thinks Him an 
ordinary person of the material world 
is "mii{lha," a rascal. 

The devotees in Mexico City had 
taken great pains to decorate their 
temple. They had painted all the walls 
to look like Vrndiivana, the forest 
setting where ~~!)a pia ys in the spiri
tual world. The vycisasana, or seat of 
the spiritual master , was very nicely 
situated also, just awaiting the arrival 
of Srila Prabhupada . The picture of 
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a big tree in the shade, I sat with 
Haihaya and met various friends of 
the temple . 

As far as the mundane Mexico City 
is concerned, we could sec that it is 
geared, li ke the United States, towards 
material goals. The worker is very 
much pressured to work to increase 
his pay and enjoy sensual life . Every
where billboards promise : "Come, 
you'll be happy if you buy this beer." 
"Buy these pants and you' ll be satis
fied." Cars rush back and fo rth, and 
on the way to the temple from the 
airport we had seen several accidents 

within a few hours. But while the 
illusory struggle for pleasure went on 
in the material world of Mexico City, 
a hundred or so people gathered in the 
courtyard of the Kr?IJ.a Temple, enjoy
ing real life. Every .day in the Kr?IJ.a 
Tem ple there is not only feast ing but 
hard work, but it is all done for Kr?Qa, 
for it is the philosophy of Kr?J!a con
sciousness t hat one should stay in his 
posit ion as a householder, businessman 
or whatever and yet perfect his life 
simply by chanting and hearing Hare 
Kr~J:la and offering food to Kr~1_1a. 

After chanting and feasting for some 
t ime, a large party gathered to chant 
downtown. We drove to various spots 
and chanted the holy names. Large 
crowds gathered, and we profusely dis
tributed Spanish translations of Vedic 
literature. 

s the afternoon progressed, 
we noted regretfully that 
we had to return to our 

..._ __ __.... duties in the United States. 
As Muralivadana and I finally left our 
Godbrothers to head for the plane, we 
both felt we had visited the real Mexico, 
not the illusory Mexico known to most 
travelers. The permanent, pure essence 
of human consciousness is to practice 
love of God in a society of peace, pros
perity and loving relationships. Every
one desires this universal brotherhood, 
but the different "isms" that have been 
formed are not satisfying because their 
center is not universal. Because Kr;;Q.a 
is the Absolute Truth and source of all 
emanations , the ~?l.la consciousness 
movement has a universal center and 
can be universally auspicious for aU. 

It is not a sectarian idea. Our visit 
to another nation convinced us by ex
perience that ~~Qa consciousness can 
successfully adapt to any mundane 
culture and "Knl).a-ize" it. Just as an 
iron rod in a fire gets hotter and hotter 
and finally acts as fire, so anyone or 
any place becomes pure by association 
with Kr?t)a consciousness. One can 
practice this perfect life anywhere by 
following the V cdic scriptures under 
the direction of an expert spiritual 
master. As long as there are sincere 
souls, they will gather to hear the 
message of ~~Qa consciousness and 
purify their lives. 0 



Letter' 171e editors of Back to Godhead welcome correspondence pertaining to the subject matter of K!11.1l1 conscioliSness. I J All/etters will be personally replied, and correspondence of special interest will be published reg~~larly. 

Revered SvamijT, 

The residents of the twin cities are 
happy to have this opportunity to 
meet you and your esteemed followers. 
You may be aware that due to in· 
adequate rainfall during the last two 
years and its complete failure this 
year, more than half of our state 
(Andhra Pradesh, a state in central 
India] is in the grip of a serious 
drought. With a v iew to supplement 
governmental efforts to combat this 
evil, a Central Voluntary Organization 
of citizens drawn from various walks 
of I ife has been set up. The members 
of this organization surveyed the areas 
affected by drought. The situation is 
pathetic. There are vil lages where drink
ing water is not avai lable for miles. 
Due to scarcity of fodder, the cattle 
owners are parting w i th their catt le for 
a nominal price. Many of the stray 
cattle are dying away due to unavaila
bility of fodder and water. The food 
problem is also very serious. Due to 
high prices of food grains on the open 
market, pu rchase of grains at market 
prices is beyond the reach of poor vil
lagers, with the result that at least f ive 
to six million people are hardly having 
one meal a day. There are many who 
are on the verge of starvation. The en
tire situation is most pathetic and 
heart-rending. 

We therefore appeal to your revered 
self to consider how your Society 
could best come to the rescue of these 
millions of souls who are in unimagin
able distress. The Committee would 
l ike to suggest that members of your 
Society appeal to the bhaktas [devo
tees] attending your discourses to 
contribute their might to the Andhra 
Pradesh Relief Fund. 

The Committee is prepared to send 
some of its representatives along with 
members of your Society wherever 
you wish to distribute prasada [ food] 
to the hungry m iII ions in the state. 

As manava-seva is madhava-seva 
("Service to man is service to God") , 
the Committee is confident that even 
a little effort by your gracious Society 

will go a long way in mrttgating the 
sufferings of hundreds and thousands 
of people. 

Yours e11er in the service of the Lord, 
T.L. Katidia, Secretary 

Andhra Pradesh Relief Fund Committee 
Hyderabad, India 

* * * My dear Mr. Katidia, 

Please accept my greetings. With 
reference to your letter and your per
sonal interview, I beg to inform you 
that w ithout pleasing the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead no one can 
become happy. Unfortunately people 
do not know who God is and how to 
make Him happy. Our Kr$r:ta conscious
ness movement is therefore meant to 
present the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead d irectly to the people. As 
sta ted in Sr7mad-Bhagavatam, 7th Can
to, 6th Chapter: tu$te ca tatra kim 
alabhyam ananta adye kiin tair guf}a· 
vyatikarad iha ye svasiddhat; (Bhag. 
7.6.25). 

The idea stated in this verse is that 
by pleasing the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, we please everyone, and 
there is no question of scarcity. Be
cause people do not know this secret 
of success, they are making their own 
independent plans to be happy. How· 
ever, it is not possible to ach ieve hap
piness in this way. On your letterhead 
I find many important men in this 
country who are interested in relieving 
the sufferings of the people, but they 
should know for certain that without 
pleasing the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead all their attempts will be 
futi le. A d iseased man cannot live 
simply on the strength of the help of 
an ex pert physician and medicine. If 
this were so, then no rich man would 
ever d ie. One must be favored by 
Kr~oa . the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 

Therefore if you want to perform 
rel ief work simply by collecting funds, 
I think that it will not be successful. 
You have to please the supreme 
authority, and that is the way to sue-

cess. For example, due to the perform
ance of sailkirtana here, the rain has 
begun to fall after a drought of two 
years. The last time we performed a 
Hare Kr~r:ra Festival in Delhi, there was 
imminent danger of Pakistan's declar
ing war, and when a newspaper man 
approached me for my opinion, I said 
there must be fighting because the 
other party was aggressive. However, 
because of our sailk1rtana movement, 
India emerged victorious. Simi larly, 
when we held a festival in Calcutta, 
the Naxali te [Communist) Movement 
stopped. These are facts. T hrough the 
sailk1rtana movement we can not only 
get all facilities for living, but also at 
the end can go back home. back to 
Godhead. Those who are of a demoniac 
nature cannot understand this, but it is 
a fact. 

I therefore request you as leading 
members of society to join this move
ment. There is no loss on anyone's part 
for chanting the Hare Kr~Qa mantra, 
but the gain is great. Accord ing to 
Bhagavad-gita, what is accepted by 
leading men is also accepted by com
mon men: 

yad yad acarati sre~thas 
tat tad evetaro janat; 

sa yat pramaram kurute 
takas tad anuvartate 

"Whatever action is performed by a 
great man. common men follow in his 
footsteps. And whatever standards he 
sets by exemplary acts, all the world 
pursues." (Bg. 3.21) 

The sailk7rtana movement of Kr~Qa 
consciousness is very important. There
fore, through you I wish to appeal to 
all the leading men of India to accept 
this movement very seriously and give 
us all facility to spread this movement 
throughout the world. Then there w ill 
be a very happy condition, not on ly in 
India but all over the world. 

Hopi11g this will meet you ill 
good Ilea/til, 

Your ever well-wisher, 
A. C. Bliaktivedanta Swami 
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KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS ••• 

THE WORLD RELIGION 
by His Holiness Subala dasa Svami 

sa vai puJ·i'tsarh paro dharma yato bhaktir adhok.saje 
ahaituky apratihata yayiitma suprasidati 

"THE SUPREME OCCUPATION [dharma] for all hu
manity is that by which men can attain to loving devotio nal 
service unto the transcendental Lord. Such devotional 
service must be unmotivated and uninterrupted to com
pletely satisfy the self." (Bhag. 1.2.6 ) 

This verse of Srimad-Bhc'igavata111 clearly defines the 

His Holiness Subala dasa Svami, a frequent contributor to Back w 
Godhead, is !he founder of ISKCON's Philadelphia ce/1/er. Having recelllly 
retumed from a long slay in Vrndaa,ana, India, he is now on a speaking lour 
of colleges in !he norlheasrem Uniled Slates and Canada. 
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proper path of spiritual advancemen t in life as well as the 
desired goal to be <tttained. Srimad-Bhiigm1atam, Srimad
Bhagavad-gitii and other allied scriptures of the Gau~t'iya
Vai~·~ava-sampradaya (the disciplic succession of Kr~•)a con
sciousness) give proper directions in spiritual knowledge to 
deliver suffer ing humanity from the darkness of ignorance. 
Such directions are free from all the mundane concepts of 
religion that are prominent throughout the world. This 
transcendental religion , authorized by the Supreme Lord 
Himself, is meant to uplift those who are actually intelligent 
and ready to take 'up the direct process of loving devotional 
service unto Lord Sri l<J:~•)a under t he guidance of the Lord's 
representative, a borl<l fide spiritual master. 



From the very beginning Srimad-Bl1agavatmn immediate
ly rejects all cheat ing processes of so-called religious action 
and put s forwa rd in the clearest terms the true religion of 
all living entities: 

dharnw[t p rojjhita-kaitaJJO 'tra paramo nirmatsara!1arh satani 
vedyarn viistavam atra rJastu sil)(ldarn tCipa-trayomniilanam 
.~rimlld-bluzgavate mahamun.i-krte kin? va parair [svara[t 
sadyo Jt.rdy cwarudhyate 'tra krtiblJi{t Susn-:i~ubhis tatk.Saf!iii 

"Corn pletel y rc jecting all religious activi ties that are ma
terially motivated, this Bhagavata Puriirw propounds the 
highest truth , which is understandable by those devotees 
who are pure in heart. The highest truth is reality dis
tinguished from illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth 
uproots the threefold miseries. This beautiful Bhagavatam, 
compiled by the great sage Sri Vyiisadeva, is sufficient in 
itself for God realization. As soon as one attentively and 
submissively hears t he message of Bhiigavatam, he be
comes at tached to the Supreme Lord." (Bhag. 1.1.2) 

What generally passes under the name of religion is not a 
spiritual culture but a material progression of dharma 
(religiosity), artha (economic development ), lulma (sense 
gratification) and n10k~a (libera tion) . People engage in pious 
activities so they may advance in economic development. 
By economic development they are able to satisfy the 
senses, but when they fail to become happy by sense 
gratification , they seek liberation . This progression is based 
not on the sa tis factio n of God but on the satisfaction of 
the individual, who wants to make God his order supplier 
and offer a few prayers as payment. Such a concept of re
ligion is not based on love; it is a sort of business arrange
ment. We often find that if the Lord fails to satisfy the 
demands of suc h worshipers, they decry che very existence 
of God and become agnostics or atheists. 

This is a cheating process because t he living enti ties are 
meant for the service and satisfaction of God , not vice 
versa . One should never try to make God his order supplier, 
but should always be ready to carry out the orders of the 
Lord faithfully, like Sri Arjuna, the hero of Bhagavad-gita. 
Therefore Srinwd-BhagarJatam begins from the point of 
pure devotional service, the true rel igion, which is where 
Bhaga rJad-gitii leaves off: 

sarl}(t-dharrl/('il1 parityajya 
mam ekal'h SQI'CIIJCI.I'i'l IJI'aja 

ahari't tiJan't sarJJa-papebhyo 
mol~~ayi,syiimi m.a suca{1 

" Abandon a ll varieties o f religion and just surrender 
unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reaction . Do 
not fear." (Bg. 18.66) 

Upon hearing this statement of Lord Sri K.t;~I)a, 
we may wonder how it is that Kr~I)a , who carl ier said in 
Bhagavad-gita (4.8), dharma-sarhsthiipanarthaya sambhavami 
yuge )'uge ("To reestablish the principles of religion, l a.d
vent Myself millennium after millen nium " ), is now telling 
us to give up all varieties of religion. Therefore we must 

know the difference between real religion and apparent 
religion . 

Since God is one, religion must also be one. There is one 
common religion of all living entities, and that is K{~I)a 
consciousness, or sanatana-dharma. This Kr~Ifa conscious
ness is not a sectarian concept that artificially tries t o de
cry other religions and establish its supremacy on the basis 
of mundane super iority and in feriority concepts; it is the 
natural urge o£ the spirit soul for engaging in the loving 
service of God . 

We are not Christians, Jews, Hindus or Moslems, for 
t hese are all bodily designations. Because I have taken my 
birth in a Christian fam ily I chink l am a Christian, but I 
do not know that in my next life I may be a Buddhist or 
somet hing else. A Christian may convert to become a Jew, 
or a Hindu may become a Moslem. These are all temporary 
designations having to do with che body. Therefore, chey 
are not the one true eternal religion of all. 

Then what is chat true religion that is common to every
one? It is service co God . Whether one is Christian or Jew, 
Hindu or Moslem- or even dog, cat or demigod- everyone 
is an eternal servant of God. When Sanacana Gosvrtmi asked 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu about the wariipa, or conscicu
cional position , of every living being, the Lord replied chat 
the SIJariipa of t he living being is the rendering of service to 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead (jivera 'svariipa' haya 
kr~!1era 'nityadiisa'). 

In the conditioned state of material existence the living 
entities serve the Lord indirectly and unfavorably , whereas 
in the unconditioned state of spiritual existence the living 
entities serve the Lord directly and favorab ly. To give an 
example, everyone in the State serves the State. Some serve 
favorab ly as policemen, soldiers, politicians, caxpa yers, ere., 
while others serve unfavorably as prisoners. Trapped within 
the prison house of material nature under the supervision 
of Durgadevi (the material energy), the conditioned souls 
are forced to serve maya, or illusion, and in return for the ir 
service they are kicked by the cruel laws of nature . But the 
liberated souls living in the supreme abode of the Lord 
serve the Lord directly in one of five transcendental ras(IS, 
or mellow relationships, and they enjoy a life of etern ity, 
knowledge a nd bliss in the association of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, the reservoir of all pleasure. 

Submissive hearing of Srimad-Bhagauat<ll'l'! or £3hagaU<td
gita from the lips of a pure devotee is the proper means of 
understanding this great science . ln the Tenth Canto of 
Srimad-Bhaga11atam , Fourteen th Chapter, in his prayer of 
regret before Sri Kr~rJa, the Supreme Personalit y of God
head, Lord Brahma said, "0 my Lord! T hose devotees who 
completely give up the attempt to become one with You 
by the culture of empiric knowledge but simply try co hear 
about Your glories from the mouths of self-realized saints 
and live a virtuous life can easi ly achieve Your favor, a l
though You are unconquerable by anyone within the three 
worlds." Lord Caitanya approved this direct culturing of 
devotional service in His discourses with R.amananda Raya. 
The Lord rejected many other processes of spiritual realiza
tion, but He completely approved the process of pure de-

Back to Godhead 21 



votional service executed under the guidance of a bona 
fide spiritual master. 

In Bhagavad-gita also, the Lord recommends : 

tad viddhi praripatena 
pariprasnena sevaya 

upadekJyanti te jnanam 
jnaninas tatt1)a-darsina~ 

"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual 
master. Inquire from him submissively and render service 
unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto 
you because he has seen the truth." (Bg. 4.34) 

In the conditioned state of ignorance we cannot approach 
l{rgta directly, but He is so kind that He manifests Himself 
before us in the form of the spiritual master, who in turn 
instructs us regarding the devotional service of l(r~rya. As 
stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam: 

naivopayanty apacitim kavayas tavesa 
brahmayujiipi krta-mrddha-muda~ smaranta[1 

yo 'ntar bahis tanu-bhrtam a$ubharit vidhunvann 
acarya-caitya-vaprtfa svagatilit vyanakti 

"0 my Lord! No one, not even a devotee who has lived as 
long as an age of Brahma, can sufficiently acknowledge his 
ob ligation unto You, for You manifest Yourself in two 
features- namely, externally as the iicarya (spiritual master) 
and internally as the Supersoul- to deliver the embodied 
living being by giving him directions as to how he can go 
unto You." (Bhiig. 11.29.6) 

Therefore, everyone who is serious about spiritual reali
zation should seek the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual 
master and learn the science of l{r~rya consciousness from 
him. As it is said in the Caitanya-caritamrta, "By the mercy 
of Kr~rya one gets a bona fide spiritual master, and by the 
me~·cy of the spiritual master one gets l{r~rya." 

Srimad-Bhiigavatam further states : 

viisudeve bhagavati 
bhakti-yogab prayojitab 

janayaty iiSu vairiigyarit 
jiiiinmh ca yad a!1aitukam 

"The immediate result of applying devotional service un
to the Personality of Godhead, Sri l{r~l)a, is that causeless 
knowledge and detachment follow." (Bhag. 1.2.7) Bhakti
yoga is the topmost of all transcendental activities. By its 
practice one achieves all the good results of other yoga 
processes automatically, without having to endeavor for 
them separately . And the highest goal, kr~ra-premii, or 
pure love of God, is attained exclusively by means of 
bhakti-yoga. Bhakti-yoga is open to everyone , and its 
practice can elevate one to the highest stage of God realiza
tion. 

The principles of knowledge and detachment are two 
important factors on the path of transcendental realization. 
By attaining perfect knowledge of everything material and 
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spiritual one can become detached from material life and 
become attached to the transcendental loving service of 
l{r~l)a. 

bahuniim janmanam ante 
jniinavan miim prapadyate 

viisudevab sarvam iti 
sa mahatma sudHrlabhab 

"After many births and deaths, he who is actually in 
knowledge surrenders unto Me [l{r~l}a], knowing Me to be 
the cause of all causes and aU that is. Such a great soul is 
very rare." (Bg. 7.19) 

Unless one gets a taste of higher enjoyment, how can he 
give up the enjoyment of material pleasures? Some philoso
phers artificially renounce the world as false and accept 
the impersonal Brahman as the only reality(brahma satyam, 
jagan-mithyii) . But, because they fail to achieve a higher 
taste of transcendental activities, they cannot give up their 
material affection, and they again fall down to the mun
dane plane of humanitarianism, philanthropy, altruism, 
politics, etc. 

On the other hand, by engaging in the supermost human 
occupation, devotional service, a pure devotee certainly re
tires from all inferior occupations of material life and at
tains a higher taste so that he does not have to come down 
again. In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya it is stated that Prahlada 
Maharaja, a great devotee of the Lord, prayed to Nrsimha
deva (the half-lion, half-man incarnation of the Lord) as 
follows: "My dear Lord, I repeatedly pray unto Your lotus 
feet that I may simply be stronger in devotional service. 1 
simply pray that my l{r~l}a consciousness may be more 
strong and steady because happiness derived out of Kr~Qa 
consciousness and devotional service is so powerful that 
with it one can have all other perfections of religiousness, 
economic development, sense gratification and even the at
tainment of liberation from material existence." 

Whatever the pure devotee does he does by the grace of 
the Almighty. Therefore he progresses smoothly and over
comes ali impediments on the path. The conclusion is that 
one who is a pure devotee has all good qualities-knowledge, 
detachment, etc.- but one who has only knowledge or de
tachment may not be well acquainted with the principles 
of bhakti, which is the supreme occupation for a human 
being. 

The present l{r~l}a consciousness movement inaugurated 
by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the true religion of all 
living entities, and it is being presented for the well-being 
of the entire world by our spiritual master, His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He recom
mends the following simple formula. Let there be: 
One God- Lord Sri Kna;Ja 
One scripture-Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
One hymn-Hare l{r~J}a, Hare Krg1a, Kr!?Qa Kr~rya, Hare 

Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Riima, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 
One work-Loving service to the Lord. 
And the net result will be- One World of peace and pros
perity. 0 



b y His Holiness 
Brahmananda SvamT 

RIMAD-BHAGAVATAM may 
rightly be esteemed above all 
the many other Vedic litera

tures, for its English edition stands as 
the foremost work of the world's lead
ing Vedic scholar and authority, His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Svami 
Prabhupada. Although His Divine 
Grace has undertaken many transla
tions ofVedic literatures, including Sri 
lsopani~ad, Caitanya-caritam_rta and a 
thousand-page definitive edition of 
13hagavad-gita As It Is, and has written 
handfuls of small volumes on yoga, 
death, space travel and other subjects, 
it is his Srimad-Bhagavatam that he 

His Ho liness Brahmananda Svami, after act
ing for many years as President of ISKCON's first 
Jl(ew York City temple (and simultaneously work
iflg as a teacher in the New York City public school 
system). became director of ISKCON Press and in 
1970 accepted the renounced order of life. He was 
the first to introduce the Krsna consciousness 
movement in Africa and is n~~ on a preaching 
tour of Kenya and other east African countries. 
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considers his life's mission. To date he 
has published six volumes, compris
ing the first and second of the 
Bhagavatam's twelve cantos, as well as 
a two-volume summary study of the 
exceptional Tenth Canto. 

Astoundingly, His Divine Grace 
promises to present the complete, 
authoritative 18,000-verse Sanskrit 
work in no less than sixty volumes. It 
is also significant that for his historic 
v_oyage to America from lndia in 1965, 
Srila Prabhupada equipped himself 
wit h a hastily printed edition of his 
First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam 
rather than the Srimad-Bhagavad-gita, 
which is far more widely known in the 
West. Now, after almost seven years of 
preaching, having toured the world 
four times and opened more than 
ninety centers in sixteen different 
countries (at the age of seventy-six! ), 
he has announced his retirement to ful
fill his pledge to complete, for the 
benefit of the world, his elaborate 
English presentation of Srimad
Bhagavatam, "The Beautiful Story of 

t he Personality of Godhead." 
Srimad-Bhagavatam ~original author 

is Srila K.r~cya-<lvaipayana Vyasa, the 
author of the entire galaxy of Vedic 
literature . Understanding that Srila 
Vyasadeva is actually Kr~'!a Himself 
appearing as a literary incarnation 
enables one to comprehend how he 
was able to edit the original Veda in 
four divisions, from which emanates 
all knowledge of all subjects that exist 
now in the world and will exist in the 
future ; then to write the massive 
Mahiibhiirata (60,000 verses), which 
includes the famous Bhagavad-gita; 
then the eighteen Puriitzas; and then the 
highly intricate Vedanta-sutra. Such a 
vast scriptural literature could issue 
forth only from the Lord Himself. 

ANXIETY AND 
ITS CAUSE 

Srila Vyiisadeva produced these 
works on the eve of the present Kali
yuga millennium, after foreseeing dur
ing a spiritual trance the unfortunate 
fate of man in this age. After having 
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written all these books, the greatly 
magnanimous sage felt dissatisfied. "I 
have, under strict disciplinary vows, 
unpretentiously worshiped the Vedas, 
the spiritual master and the altar of 
sacrifice," he thought. "I have also 
abided by the rulings a nd have shown 
the import of disciplic succession 
through the explanation of the Mahii
bharata, by which even women, sudras 
and others can see the path of religion. 
l am feeling incomplete, though 1 my
self am fully equipped with everything 
required by the Vedas." (Bhag. 1.4.28-
30) 

Deeper meditation intimated to 
Vyasa the cause of his despondency: 

khn vii bhagavata dharma 
na prayet~a nirupita{1 

priya{1 paramahmitsanarn 
ta eva hy acyt,ta-priya/1 

"This may be because I did not 
specifically point out the devotional 
service of the Lord, which is dear to 
both the perfect beings and the in
fallible Lord." (Bizag. 1.4.31) 

At that moment Vyasadeva's spiri
tual master, Narada Muni, approached 
the sage. It is the responsibility of a 
bona fide spiritual master to ascertain 
at once the cause of anxiety in his dis
ciple and remove it by forthrightly 
speaking the truth, just as K~~l)a spoke 
to Arjuna in the Gita. 

Narada told Vyasa, "Whatever you 
desire to describe that is separate in 
vision from the Lord simply reacts 
with different forms, names and re
sults, to agitate the mind as the wind 
agitates a boat that has no resting 
place." (Bhag. 1.5.14) Vyasa had ne
glected to write directly about the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Kr~T.Ja, and instead he had presented 
many other religious observances in 
the Vedas. Not only had this left Vyasa 
agitated, but , because he was an au
thority, it had harmed all the people 
of this age. 

It was to no avail that Vyasa had 
given transcendental instructions side 

Left: After having written all the Vedic 
literalllres, Sn1a Vytisadeva still felt despon
dent. At that time his spiritual master, 
Narada Muni, approached the sage. 

lllustralion: Bharadraja dasa 

by side with material topics. In Maha
bhiirata, a historical narrative, he had 
indeed included Bhagavad-grtii, which 
emphasizes the gist of bhiigavata
dharma-that one should relinquish all 
other engagements and surrender 
wholly and solely to the lotus feet 
of Lord Sri Kr~•Ja, the Supreme Per
sonality of Godhead. But materialistic 
men are prone to glance over this and 
dwell on the political, economic 
and philanthropic topics of the re
mainder of Mahabhiirata as suits their 
taste. Therefore, since he had given 
people a program of materialistic re
ligion that was nothing more than the 
regulated performance of fr uitive ac
tivities, t hey would not heed the 
essence of bhagavata-dharma-that one 
should realize his relationship with the 
Lord and surrender to Him without 
delay. Because Vyasa had compro
mised, his entire presentation of the 
Vedas had been ruined, just as a large 
pot of sweet rice would be ruined if 
someone were to drop a pinch of sand 
in it. Narada chided Vyasa "The people 
in general are naturally inclined to en
joy, and you have encouraged them in 
that way in the name of religion. This 
is verily condemned and is quite un
reasonable." (Bhag. 1.5.15) 

For a sincere disciple, deprecation 
from the bona fide spiritual master is a 
welcome opportunity. There is no 
question of exchanging flatteries in the 
master-disciple relationship as many 
modern svamis and their disciples now 
do. Vyasa openly admitted his great 
fault, but with the urging of his 
spiritual master he rectified it and 
made it quite clear in the beginning of 
the Bhiigavatam that this work would 
be quite different. "Completely re
jecting all religious activities that are 
materially motivated, this Bhagavata 
Purara [Srimad-Bhiigavatam] pro
pounds the highest truth, which is 
understandable by those devotees who 
are pure in heart." (Bhag. 1.1.2) 

THE SECRET 
OF PERFECTION 

Srila Vyasadeva's intention in pro
moting through the Vedas a regulated 
system of fruitive activities, speculative 
philosophy and worship of demigods 
had been to eliminate, somehow or 

other, all the undue competition be
tween men and societies that results 
from sense gratification. Sri1a 
Vyasadeva wrote all those books 
just to make everyone happy, the 
result being that he could not make 
himself happy. But Narada Muni 
knew the secret of happiness, and 
therefore he instructed Vyii.sa to write 
Srimad-Bhiigavatam. 

Lord Krg1a Himself stated that 
secret of perfection in one all-encom
passing verse of Bhagavad-gfta: "I 
[ Kr~~a] am the source of all spiritual 
and material worlds. Everything ema
nates from Me. The wise who perfectly 
know this engage in My devotional 
service and worship Me with all their 
hearts." (Bg. 10.8) Therefore Sri'mad
Bhagavatarn deals 'vith one subject 
and one subject only: love of God. 
And it is a great subject matter, fully 
requiring the Bhiigavatarn 's twelve 
cantos, in which Vyasa establishes who 
God is, what the different relation
ships with Him are and how they can 
be established, all culminating in the 
perfection- love of God. 

In Srimad-Bhiigavatam, four conse
cutive verses summarize the book's en
tire subject matter. These verses, 
known as "the original Srimad
Bhagavatam in four verses, are a 
specific reply by Lord l(r~Qa, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, to 
four questions asked by Lord Brahma, 
who was the first to receive transcen
dental knowledge from l(r~Qa in this 
world. Brahma asked first: "What are 
the forms of the Lord in both matter 
and transcendence?" The answer is the 
important "aham eva" verse: 

aham eviisam evagre 
niinyad yat sad-asat param 

paScad aharit yad etac ca 
yo 'vaSi§yeta so 'smy aham 

"Brahma, it is I, the Personality of 
Godhead, who was existing before the 
creation, when there was nothing but 
Myself. Nor was there the material 
nature, the cause of this creation. That 
which you see now is also I, the Per
sonality of Godhead, and after annihi
lation what remains "Vill also be I, the 
Personality of Godhead." (Bhiig. 2.9. 
33) 
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Three times the Lord repeats aham 
("It is I"), and not without intention. 
The Vedas use repetition to stress what 
is most important. For example, the 
Puraras state: 

harer nama harer nama 
harer nama eva kevalam 

kalau nasty eva nasty eva 
nasty eva gatir anyatha 

"Chant the name of Kt~rya, chant the 
name of Kt~t:ta, chant the name of 
Kt~t:ta. There is no other way, there is 
no other way, there is no other way." 
Similarly, in the Gita's Ninth Chapter 
l<r$~a says mam, "Me," fo ur times, 
just to stress that He is the object of 
thought, worship, service and libera
tion. This repetition is a sort of 
chastisement, as when a mother who 
wants her child to stop some mischief 
repeats: "Stop it! Stop it! Stop it!" 
Kt~t:ta wants to chastise philosophers 
who by mental speculation insist that 
the Lord is not in fact a person. 

Kt~t:ta, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, stands before Brahma and 
says, "It is I , it is I," just to empha
size Himself personally. And, interest
ingly, immediately after speaking these 
four verses to Brahma, l<..t$Da disap
pears from Brahma's sight, again just 
to emphasize that when He says "Me," 
He refers to Himself personally. Never
theless, right after Kr~!'la says, " Me" in 
the Gita four times, one so-called 
scholar writes: " lt is not to l<..t$J;~3 ... " 
and then goes on to explain that 
Kt~J)a actucJiy was referring to the un
born and unmanifest within. 

Lord Caitanya has forb idden those 
who want to understand the true 
meaning of Srimad-Bhiigavatam to 
read the books of these misleading 
philosophers. Before answering Lord 
Brahma's four questions, l<..t$Qa in
structs how the Absolute Truth is to 
be known. "Knowledge about Me as 
described in the scriptures is very con
fidential, and it has to be realized in 
conjunction with devotional service. 
The necessary paraphernalia for that 
process is being explained by fv\e. You 
may take it up carefully." (B11ag. 2.9.31) 

THE ETERNAL FORM 
OF BLISS AND KNOWLEDGE 

One can have knowledge of the 
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Lord only if it is made known by the 
Lord Himself. This is repeatedly stated 
in Bhagavad-gita, specifically in the 
four verses known as the summary 
verses of Bhagavad-gita (Bg. 10.8-11). 
Independently, even the greatest mun
dane thinker cannot understand the 
Absolute Truth by mental speculation. 
At most, he can achieve realization of 
l<..t$t:ta's impersonal (Brahman) aspect, 
but what the Gita calls the most confi
dential knowledge of the Personality of 
Godhead can be comprehended by a 
very few, who receive that knowledge 
from the Lord in the heart because of 
their devotional service.The immediate 
example is Arjuna, whom Lord Kr$t:ta 
declared in the Fourth Chapter to be 
qualified alone out of thousands be
cause rather than being a big scholar, 
meditator or yogi, he was a real friend 
and sincere devotee of the Lord. There
fore l<..t$J;~a revealed transcendental 
knowledge to him, just as a father 
might disclose confidences only to his 
pet son. 

The followers of impersonal philos
ophy stress that the Absolute Truth 
is ultimately impersonal or void and 
state that although the Absolute may 
manifest many forms in this world, 
they are all material. Citing the 
Upan~ads, which are elementary texts 
of the Vedas, they conclude from 
statements such as "the Lord does not 
have any material form" that He has 
no form at all. But how can they ex
plain this statement , which is found in 
the lsopani~ad (Mantra 16): "Please 
remove the effulgence of Your tran
scendental rays so that l may see Your 
form of bliss"? 

A form of bliss is not within our 
experience, since everyone in the mate
rial world is without exception prone 
to four miseries: birth, disease, old age 
and death. But the Vedas point be
yond our limited experience to sac
cid-ananda-vigraha, the form of eternal 
bliss and knowledge. From this one 
can understand how impersonalism is 
similar to materialism and atheism be
cause these philosophies are all based 
only on what one can experience 
through the bodily senses or mental 
speculation. But bhagavata-dharma 
(l<..t$l)a consciousness) is based on the 
authority of the Vedic scriptures, in 

which a personalist has complete faith. 
The Brahma-samhita states that the 

Lord can use any one of His transcen
dental senses for various purposes. He 
can eat with His eyes, or He can see 
with His legs. Obviously this power is 
beyond the limits of a mundane form. 
Standing as a direct challenge to im
personalism, Srimad-Bhagavatam pre
sents a most elaborate description of 
the Lord's various transcendental 
forms, which are all identical yet dif
ferent in appearance. Some of His 
bodies are black, some red, some yel
low and some white; some are two
handed, and some are four-handed; 
some are like a fish and some like a 
lion. The Bhagavatam relates all the 
activities or pastimes of these forms in 
detail, especially in the Tenth Canto 
(published now as the Krfra Books). 

It is no wonder that impersonalists 
have avoided trying to apply their 
tainted and speculative interpretations 
to the Bhagavatam, for no verbal jug
glery can hide the crystal-clear mean
ing of Sri'mad-Bhagavatam 's verses. 
Even the father of impersonalism, 
Srlpada Sankaracarya, although having 
written a famous commentary on 
Vedanta-siitra, would not touch 
Sri'mad-Bhagavatam, which is a further 
elaboration of the Vedanta-siitra by 
its original author, Srtla Vyasadeva. 

ILLUSIONS 

Lord Brahma's second question in 
the Bhagavatam- "How are the differ
ent energies of the Lord working?" 
is answered as follows: " Whatever ap
pears to be of value, if it is without re
lation to Me, has no reality. Know it as 
My illusory energy, that reflection 
which appears to be in darkness." 
(Bhag. 2. 9.34) 

Bhagavad-gita's Seventh Chapter 
confirms that the Lord has two ener
gies, one spiritual and one material. 
Material energy manifests itself as that 
which appears not to be produced 
from God but to be independent. In 
other words, anything held not to re
late with the Lord is a part of the illu
sory material energy because factually 
nothing can exist without being related 
to Him. 

The knowledge, theories and research 
of modern scientists who try to dismiss 



any connection between God and the 
world must therefore be considered iJ
lusory. These scientists refuse to ac
cept the authoritative statements of t he 
scriptures with regards to the Lord's 
creating the world, yet they can furnish 
only a plethora of theories and contra
dictory speculations on how the world 
is created, maintained and destroyed. 
Medical scientist s refuse to accept the 
existence of the soul in the physiologi
cal constitution of the body, yet with 
all their laboratories they cannot give 
life to a dead body, even if all its 
physical mechanisms continue to exist. 

Like materialistic scientists, imper
sonalists who maintain that in the ulti
mate realization t he individual self be
comes God are in illusion. Their claim
ing to be the Supreme is another way 
of saying that they have no connection 
with God, for if one is Himself God he 
does not have to connect himself with 
the Lord. Personalism clears away this 
illusion by explaining that the spiritual 
energy of the Lord cannot be as great 
as the Lord Himself, although there is 
very little qualitative difference be
tween the energy (the living entities) 
and the possessor of the energy (the 
Lord). Just as a fire is a source of heat 
but the heat is not the ftre itself, so the 
Lord is the source of innumerab le liv
ing entities, although these living enti
ties are not equal to God. 

To consider God and the living enti
ties one and the same is unreasonable 
because it is apparent that the living 
entity is forced to accept many con
ditions that do not at all affect the infi
nite Lord. For instance, the embodied 
soul can exhibit potencies and powers 
only according to the development of 
his body. Thus the potencies of an in
fant, for example, are quite limited in 
comparison to those of a fully grown 
man. But when ~~•]a , the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, appears as an 
infant, He is competent to exhibit His 
full powers. Srimad-Bhagavatam relates 
in the Tenth Canto that Kr$r:ta killed 
the terrible demon named Piitana when 
He was only an infant on the lap of 
His mother. 

THE LORD 
AND HIS ENERGIES 

Lord Brahma's third question-"How 

does the Lord play with His different 
energies?"- is answered as follows: 
"0 Brahma, please know that the 
universal elements enter into the 
cosmos and at the same time do not 
enter into the cosmos; simiJarly I My
self exist within everything, and at the 
same time I am outside of everything." 
(Bhiig. 2.9 .35) Bhagavad-glta explains 
that the material creation consists of 
different elements such as earth, air, 
water, fire and ether. The earth, trees, 
mountains, humans and animals are all 
made up of different combinations of 
these elements, yet these elements 
themselves exist independently. Simi
larly, the Lord is within everything by 
His energy yet at the same time outside 
of everything. To give an example, in a 
monarchy the different governmental 
departments work as the energy of the 
king, yet the king is not personally pre
sent in every department, although 

they work by his power. Impersonal
ists however, perceive only that God is 
all-pervading, within everything, and 
so mistakenly conclude that He does 
not have a form in the kingdom of 
God (VaikuiJ.rhaloka), which is beyond 
the material manifestation. 

RECEIV ING 
ENLIGHTENMENT 

How confidential knowledge of the 
Personality of Godhead's real nature is 
revealed to a devotee was explained to 
Brahma in answer to his fourth ques
tion-"How may I be instructed to dis
charge the duty entrusted to me?" 
Lord ~~r;ta told Brahma: "A person 
who is searching after the Supreme 
Absolute Truth, the Personality of 
Godhead, has to search it out up to 
this, certainly in all circumstances, and 
in all space and time, and both directly 
and indirectly." (Bhag. 2.9 .36) 

Those who relish Srimad-Bhagavatam are compared to swans that enjoy pleasant 
ponds of water, scenic and natural, whereas materialists are compared to crows 
that prefer to enjoy the garbage of refuse heaps. 
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Not one pure devotee has received 
enlightenment in Kn>Qa consciousness 
independently. Rather, every great 
spiritual master has been instructed and 
benedicted by a previous spiritual 
master. Not only did Lord Brahma, 
the first and greatest of all living en
tities, receive instructions from Lord 
Sri KnJ;~a, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, but even the Lord Himself, 
the supreme spiritual master, became 
a disciple of a spiritual master, Slindi
pani Muni, and again when the Lord 
appeared as Caitanya Mahaprabhu He 
also accepted a spiritual master. 

Because spiritual life is undoubtedly 
difficult, it is necessary to receive 
knowledge about God from both the 
scriptures and a spiritual master whose 
life teaches by example what the 
scriptures teach. In the following 
verse from Srlmad-Bhagavatam, the 
word "bhagavata" has a dual mean
ing: the scripture and the person
ality who exemplifies the scripture, the 
book Bhiigavata and the devotee bhaga
vata. "By regularly hearing Srlmad
Bhiigavatam and rendering service un
to the pure devotee [who is also known 
as bhagavata], all that is troublesome 
to the heart is practically destroyed, 
and loving service unto the glorious 
Lord, who is praised with transcenden
tal songs, is established as an irrevoc
able fact." (Bhag. 1.2.18) 

But although anyone can relish 
Srlmad-Bhiigavatam, not everyone will, 
for many people derive pleasure from 
reading sensuous mental speculations 
that only waste t ime, thus increasing 
their illusion, lamentation and fear. 
Those who are spiritually advanced, 
however, and are actually disgusted 
with material life, are a captive audi
ence for Srimad-Bhagavatam. The 
Bhagavatam likens such rare souls to 
swans that enjoy pleasant ponds of 
water, scenic and natural, whereas it 
compares materialists to crows that 
prefer to enjoy the garbage of refuse 
heaps. 

The impetus for Srimad-Bhagavatam's 
being promulgated to the English
speaking world began in the nineteenth 
century with Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura, the grand-spiritual master of 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. As a spiritual pio-
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neer, Sri1a Bhaktivinoda Thakura first 
wrote books especially in English to 
try to interest Westerners in bhagavata
dharma. In one small volume entitled 
"The Bhagavata: Its Philosophy, Its 
Ethics and Its Theology," he writes as 
follows: "The Bhagavata [Srfmad
Bhiigavatam] is pre-eminently the 
book of India. Once enter into it, and 
you are transplanted, as it were, into 
the spiritual world where gross matter 
has no existence. The true follower of 
the Bhagavata is a spiritual man who 
has already cut his temporary connec
tion with phenomenal nature and has 
made himself an inhabitant of that 
region where God eternally exists and 
loves. This mighty work is founded on 
inspiration and its superstructure upon 
reflection. . . We are therefore obliged 
to study it deeply through the assis
tance of such great commentators as 
Sridhara Svami and the divine Caitanya 
and His contemporary followers ." 

A SPIRITUAL MASTER 
WHO KNOWS THE LORD 

It is absolutely necessary co receive 
Srimad-Bhagavatam from a bona fide 
spiritual master coming in disciplic suc
cession and not from professional re
citers or pseudo-devotees. A spiritual 
master is one who knows the science 
of l<r$Qa consciousness. He must have 
given up all other engagements and be 
fLxed solely in the service of the Lord. 
Such a spiritual master will always lead 
one towards Kr~Qa and not away from 
Him. K.r~pa says, "Surrender unto Me 
only" (mam ekm·it sara~;~mh vraja), and 
the spiritual master says, "Surrender 
unto Kr~rya." He does not interpret 
Kr~Qa's words and say that it is not to 
Kr~Qa that we must surrender. He de
livers the message as it is, like a post
man who delivers a letter to the ad
dressee without opening it and chang
ing what it says. 

A bona fide spiritual master must 
necessarily be a personalist. 1m personal
ists are not pure because they desire 
to become one with God, like material
ists who think themselves number one 
in the world. Because they are materi
ally contaminated , impersonaJists can
not avoid misinterpreting the pure 
message of the scriptures. It is there
fore recommended that one who is 

eager to accept a spiritual master seek 
a bona fide spiritual master who can 
lead everyone to God. Such a spiritual 
master knows everything about the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead be
cause the Lord is obliged to reveal Him
self completely to His sincere devotee. 
As Kr~•)a says in Bhagavad-gita, "To 
those who are constantly devoted and 
worship Me with love, I give the un
derstanding by which they can come 
to Me." (Bg. 10.10) 

It is important that the spiritual as
pirant be conversant with the science 
of l<r$Qa consciousness so that he will 
not be misled. If one is ignorant of 
what spiritual life is, how will he be 
able to evaluate who is a bona fide 
spiritual master and who is bogus? If 
one is ill and needs a doctor, one must 
select a doctor who is qualified to cure 
him , who perhaps has been recom
mended by a friend and who has cured 
other patients. Selecting a spiritual 
master is just as practical a matter, 
and because the disease of material 
life is the most stubborn of all, only an 
expert spiritual master can cure one
if one really wants to be cured. 

Most people do not understand the 
seriousness of the disease of material 
life. Therefore it is stated that if one 
wants God, the Lord will send him to 
a spiritual master who will give the 
Lord to him. We recommend any 
reader fortunate enough to be seeking 
the Absolute Truth, God, or KJ:~Qa , to 
approach His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada, who is such a spiritual 
master. One can do this just by reading 
his Srimad-Bhagavatam. In the words 
of His Divine Grace: "There are thous
ands and thousands of literary men all 
over the world , and they have created 
many, many thousands of literary 
works for the information of people 
in general for thousands and thousands 
of years. Unfortunately none of them 
have brought peace and tranquility on 
the earth. This is due to the spiritual 
vacuum in those literatures; therefore 
the Vedic literatures, especially 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
are speci ftcally recommended to su f
fering humanity to bring about the 
desired effect of liberation from the 
pangs of material civilization , which is 
eating the vital part of human energy." 



FREEDOM IN KNOWLEDGE 
The Books of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The Vedic literature is a guide to attaining true freedom by transcending 
material illusion and reviving one's eternal Kr~11a co~sciousness. 
It is this simple but sublime Vedic knowledge that Srila Prabhupada's 
translations, commentaries and summary studies convey. 

Bhagavad·gfta As It s 
Complete Edition 

Containing the original Sanskrit , 
easily pronounceable Roman translitera· 
lions, word-for-word synonyms, the 
translation and an elaborate purport 
for each verse, this is the most complete 
and authoritative transmission of this 
timeless scripture in print and the onJy 
one that does not obscure the true 
spirit of Kr~Qa's teachings. A necessity 
for anyone truly serious about yoga, 
self-realization or spiritual knowledge. 
1.000 pages. 44 full-color illus., 
hardcoverS I 0.95. paperback $4.95 

Snm<.~d Bh Jqavatam 
Beginning where the Gltii leaves off, 

this ultimate work by the Gitii:t author, 
the grea t sage Vyasa, gradually and scien· 
tifically enligh tens its reader in the details 
of the material cosmos and the most 
sublime pastimes of the spiritual world. 
First Canto: 3 volumes, S'J .95 each 
Second Canto: 2 volumes, $7.95 each 
Thjrd Canto: I volume, $7.95 

K,r .. J. t 1 Suprero~e Persona .. ty 
o Go Jh ad 

Jlere, in two magnificent volumes, 
His Di'line Cr<ICC presents the eternal , 
blissful pastimes of the Supreme Lo rd 
Sri Kr~r) a as they, are revealed in the 
Tenth Canto of Srimad·Bhiigavatam, 
the ripened fruit of all Vedic literatures. 
The K~$/YA BOOKS, 150 pages of 
transcendental stories, richly illustrated 
with 82 f\1\\-color reproductions. 
Vol. I, 400 pp., 58 illus., $7.95 
Vol. II , 370 pp., 44 lllus., $7.95 
Set of both volumes, S 14.95 

The KRSNA BOOKS are now avai l· 
ab le in a 1~o~derful paperback trilogy 
se t. These pocket-size books include all 
of the origi11:1\ text and the most ex
quisite of the color illustrations. Pocket· 
size bliss! 
Per Vol. S 1.95 
Per Set $4.95 

-:-r.c '"""'"'' uf .Jevotion The 
C ' ·e of Bhakt ·-vog 

A complete step-by-step guidebook 
to becoming K~~~~a conscious, enriched 
by hundreds of factual personal 

examples. 17ze Nectar of Devotion fully 
explains the practical techniques of 
blzakti-yoga, both basic and advanced. 
404 pp., hardcover $7 .95, 
paperback $3.95 

Teachings of Lord Caitanya 
A mystery to scholars since His 

appearance, Lord CaHanya Mahaprabhu, 
the powerful saint of the 16th Century, 
taught by His personaJ life what Lord 
K~~l)a taught in the Gita by precept. A 
magnificent account of spiritual per
fection. 292 pp., I I lllus. , hardcover 
$6.95, paperback $4.95 

Sri lsopani~ad 
This simple, hannonious and 

beautifu l edition of the "jewel of the 
Upani,~ads" is an ideal introduction to 
the Vedic knowledge. It is complete in 
eighteen verses, each a perfect medita· 
tion. 137 pp., hardcover $2.95, 
paperback S 1.95 

E { Jr Jrne { to Other P 
Did ancient yogis know in truth 

what modern scientists only guess 
abou t? A start ling and authoritative 
discussion of interplanetary travel from 
the Vedic point of view. 
96 pp. , paperback $ 1.25 

~ r:.Qa Consciousness: 
The Topmost Yoga Systen• 

This book summari.zes the most 
authofiz.ed pfocess of yoga pn1.clicc in 
God realization, as presented in the 
original Vedic scriptures. 
II 0 pp., paperback S 1.25 

The Pertect1on of Yoga/ Beyond 
Birth and Death/ On the Way to 
Km1a/ Raia-Vidya: The K\ng of 
Knowledge/ Elevation to Kr~oa 
Consciousness 

These small, inexpensive volumes 
give a general introduction to the tran
scendental science of blzakti-yoga and 
how it c_an be practiced in the rnodern 
world. Sri\a Prabhupada explains in a 
clear and simple manner how anyone 
can perfect his life and attain perfection 
in spiritual realization. $.95 per Vol. 

All of these books ore Ol'ailable from !SKCON Mailorder. 3959 Landmark, Culver City, Calif 90230 



When the gopis u"~"~'~~~ 
a message from Kr~r;ta , became very happy 
and called him to a secluded place to sit down. 
While ta lk ing about Kr~r:ta with Uddhava, they 
forgot all about their household business. They 
even forgot about themselves as their interest 
in Krsna increased more and more. 
"On~· ~f the gopis, namely Srimati Radharar;ti, 
was so much absorbed in thoughts of Knr:ta by 
dint of Her personal touch with Him that She 
actually began to talk with a bumblebee. While 
the ot her gopis were talk ing with Kr~r;ta's mes
senger Uddhava, Srimati Radharar;ti took that 

bumblebee to ger from Kr~r:ta and 
began to talk w ith it. 'My dear f riend, I wel
come you,' She said. 'You have come to take 
Me to Kr~IJa.' " 

THE Kl;l~~A BOOKS 
750 pages of transcendental stories, richly 
illustrated with 82 full-color reproductions. 
Vol. I . 400 pp., 58 illus .• $7.95 
Vol. II, 370 pp .• 24 illus., $7.95 
Set of both volumes, $14.95 
available from 
ISKCON MAILORDER 
3959 Landmark, Culver City, Calif. 90230 




