Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acdrya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the
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members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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HIDDEN
BLESSINGS

Try as we may, we cannot avoid the frustrations of life.
But how can we use them to our advantage?

A lecture in London in September 1971

by His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

In materialistic life we cannot control
our senses and mind. The mind is dic-
tating, “Enjoy your senses in this way,”
and we are enjoying our senses. Material-
istic life means sense gratification, and
this sense gratification processis goingon
life after life. In the many varieties of life
there are different standards of sense grat-
ification. Krsna is so kind that He has
given us full liberty to gratify our senses.

We living entities are part and parcel of
Krsna, and therefore we have small par-
ticles of all His desires. Ourexistence being
a small particle of God’s, we have all His
qualities in a minute degree, just as a small
particle of gold has all the qualities of the
original gold. Therefore, our enjoying
spirit exists because it is there in Krsna,
the supreme enjoyer.

The Vedanta-siatra says that everything
originates in Krsna. Param brahma, or the
Absolute Truth, means “that from which
everything is generated.” Therefore our
desire for sense gratification is coming
from Krsna. Here is the perfect sense grat-
ification—Krsna and His eternal con-

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and Radharani, His eternal consort, enjoy bliss-
ful pastimes in Goloka Vrndavana, Their abode
in the spiritual world. By rendering devotional
service to Radha-Krsna, the devotee becomes
purified and ultimately gains entrance into the
divine couple’s eternal pastimes, which are
forever free of any material taint.

sort, Radharani. Young boys and girls are
similarly trying to enjoy their senses, but
where is this propensity coming from? It
is coming from Krsna. But the difference
between us and Krsna is that because we
are trying to gratify our senses in the ma-
terial world, our attempts simply bring us
pain and suffering, whereas Krsna’s sense
gratification is full of ever-increasing
happiness. Krsna consciousness means
to gratify your senses in association with
Krsna. Then your sense gratification is
perfect.

For example, if there is a nice sweetball
and the finger picks it up, the finger can-
not enjoy it. The sweetball has to be given
to the stomach, and then the finger can
also enjoy. Similarly, we cannot gratify
our senses directly. But when we join with
Krsna, when Krsna enjoys, then we can
also enjoy. This is our position.

So, we have to purify our propensity for
sense gratification. What is that purifica-
tion? We cannot enjoy anything directly;
we have to enjoy through Krsna. Forexam-
ple, we take prasadam [food offered to
Krsna]. The nice prasadam, the food that
is prepared, is not eaten directly—we eatit
only after Krsna eats. First we offer it to
Krsna, and then we eat.

What is the difficulty? There is no dif-
ficulty, but you become purified. The eat-
ing process is the same, but if you eat
directly, you become materialistically en-
cumbered. If you offer your food to Krsna,

however, and then eat it, you become free
from all contamination of material life.

Thatis stated in the Bhagavad-gita: yajia-
Sistasinah santo mucyante sarva-kilbisaih.
Devotees take prasadam after offeringitto
Krsna. That is a form of sacrifice. And
whatever we do in this mateiral world that
is not a sacrifice for Krsna is some sort of
sinful activity, even if we do not know it.

For example, killing is sinful, even if we
do not kill knowingly. When you walk
down the street, you are killing so many
insects. Whenever you drink water, you
are also killing. Below a waterpot are
many ants and microbes that are being
killed. Whenever you light a fire, you burn
so many small microbes. When you grind
spices with a mortar and pestle, you kill
many living entities. We are responsible
for all this killing. Knowingly or unknow-
ingly, we are becoming entangled in so
many sinful activities.

Therefore, in the Bhagavad-gita Krsna
says that you should eat only those foods
that have been offered to Him in sacrifice.
Then you become free from all contam-
ination. Otherwise, if you cook so that
you can personally eat, without offering
your food to Krsna, you simply eat all
kinds of sinful reactions. That is our posi-
tion. Unfortunately, because people gen-
erally cannot control their senses, they
engage in the materialistic way of life and
suffer repeated birth and death in dif-
ferent species of life.
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We do not know what our next life will
be, but the next life will come. Before us
there are so many species of life, and we
can take birth in any of them. You can
become a demigod, a cat, a dog, Brahma—
there are so many forms of life. In the next
life you shall have to accept one of these
forms, even if you do not want to.

Suppose somebody says, “In your next
life you will have to take the form of a dog
or a hog.” You would not like it. But the
law of nature says that after giving up this
body, when you are not existing in this
body anymore, you will have to accept
another body according to your karma.
Your destiny is in the hands of nature. Itis
arranged by superior supervision.

You cannotorder, “Give me the body of
Brahma. Give me the body of Indra or a
king or someone else exalted.” That is not
in your hands or in my hands; that will be
judged by the superior agency of God,
and you will be given a suitable body.
Therefore, it is our duty to prepare our-
selves to qualify for a body that will help
us go back to Krsna. That preparation is
Krsna consciousness.

Prahlada Maharaja, one of the great
authorities in Krsna consciousness, says
that one must take instruction from a guru,
a spiritual master. Butevenone who hasa
nice guru cannot become Krsna conscious
if he is determined to remain in this ma-
terial world. If my determination is to
remain in this material world and enjoy
material life, then for me Krsna con-
sciousness is impossible.

In the material world people engage in
all kinds of political, philanthropic, and
humanitarian activities—for what pur-
pose? To make material life happy and
prosperous, that’s all. But this is not possi-
ble. One should understand that in the
material world, however you may try to
make adjustments, you cannot be happy.
Thisis the firstunderstanding in spiritual
life: that we cannot be happy here in the
material world.

To cite an example I have given many
times, if you take a fish out of water, you
may give it a comfortable velvet bedstead,
but still the fish cannot be happy without
water. Similarly, we are all spirit souls,
and unless we are in spiritual life, we can-
not be happy. That is our position.

But we do not know where ourreal hap-
piness lies, and so we are trying to be
happy here, in material conditions. We
are becoming frustrated and confused. So
we have to give up this hope that we shall
be very happy by making adjustments in
this material world. That we have to un-
derstand first of all. Then Krsna con-
sciousness will be effective.

The boys and girls who are our students
have become very frustrated with the ma-
terialistic way of life. Their fathers and
guardians are not poor; there is no scar-
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city of food or material enjoyments. Then
why are they frustrated? You may say that
because India is poverty-stricken the peo-
ple are frustrated, but why have American
boys and girls become frustrated? This is
proof that the materialistic way of life
cannot make you happy. You may go for
some time trying to become happy, but
happiness will never come from the ma-
terialistic way of life. This is a fact.

Those who are trying to be happy by
making adjustments in materialistic life
cannot take to Krsna consciousness. Frus-
tration and confusion with the materialis-
tic way of life is the qualification to come
to Krsna consciousness. These boys and
girls have that good qualification.

There is a verse in Srimad-Bhagavatam
that states that Krsna, to show some spe-
cial favor to His devotee, sometimes takes
away all the devotee’s material opulences.
For example, the Pandavas lost their

Traveling with great
speed, people are
going to the office or
factory from morning
till night. They are
working hard, and it
is called advancement
of civilization.

kingdom, although Krsna was present as
their friend. They lost their property, their
wife was insulted, and they were driven
away to the forest. Why? This question
was posed by Yudhisthira Maharaja to
Krsna, and Krsna replied, “This is My
special favor.” Sometimes we cannot un-
derstand the special favor of Krsna.

So, the frustration of these American
and English youngsters with the material-
istic way of life is a good qualification for
accepting Krsna consciousness. Of course,
one does not need to become poor to take
to Krsna consciousness. Butif anyone has
the desire to become spiritually advanced
while at the same time enjoying material
life, that is not possible. These are con-
tradictory things. You have to become de-
termined to search for happiness only in
spiritual life. That is real happiness.

This human form is especially meant
for coming to that standard of spiritual
life by rapasya, by voluntarily rejecting the
materialistic way of life. In the history of
India there were many great kings who
practiced rapasya. For example, at the age

of only twenty-four, Bharata Maharaja
left his young wife, his young children,
and his whole empire and went to the
forest for meditation. There are many
such instances.

In the modern civilization, however,
very few people are interested in giving up
materialistic life and taking up spiritual
life. Materialistic life means chewing the
chewed. Take, for instance, a father. He
works hard to maintain his family. It is
very difficult to keep a high standard of
living in this age, so he must work very
hard and engage his son in the same way.
This happens again and again, genera-
tion after generation, so it is like chewing
chewed things. Suppose you chew some
sugarcane, enjoy its juice, and then throw
it out into the street. Now, if someone
wants to taste it to see how sweet it is, he is
chewing the chewed. Similarly, we don’t
have very good experience with this ma-
terialistic life, this hard struggle for exis-
tence, but still we persist in trying to enjoy
our senses. This is lust.

In Bhagavad-gita Krsna explains that
this lust is born of the quality of passion.
There are three qualities in the material
world: goodness, passion, and ignorance.
Because most people are in the mode of
passion, they love to work hard for sense.
gratification. That work is considered’
happiness. In London you will see every-
one engaged in hard work. In the morn-
ing, all the buses and trucks are traveling
with great speed, and people are going to
the office or factory from morning until
late at night. They are working very hard,
and this is what they call advancement
of civilization.

Some people become frustrated; they
don’t want all this hard work. Hogs are
also working hard day and night, think-
ing, “Where is stool? Where is stool?” That
is their business. Therefore, in one sense
this kind of civilization is a hog-and-dog
civilization. It is not human civilization.
Human civilization means sobriety. As
stated in the Vedanta-sitra, a human being
should be inquisitive to know these things:
Who am I? Why am I putinto this condi-
tion of working very hard to get a little
money? Why am I in this uncomfortable
situation? Where did I come from? Where
do I have to go?

So, Krsna consciousness is for those
who have come to detest this material
world. They are good candidates for de-
veloping Krsna consciousness. Then they
will inquire why these men are working so
hard. Prahlada Maharaja answers this in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam: People are work-
ing so hard because they do not actually
know what the goal of life is. Everyone
knows that he is looking after his self-
interest, but no one knows what his real
self-interest is (na te viduh svartha-gatim hi

(continued on page 30)



Coming to Krsna

ree toDance

“I could envision myself, floating through pink and lavender hues,
transforming my body into delicate strands of emotion.”

hen I was a very young
girl, I wanted to become
a dancer—not anordinary danc-
er, bound by the laws of gravi-
ty to thump and thud and sweat
and pant, but a truly ethereal
creature, breathlessly brilliant
and light. I could envision my-
self, floating through pink and
lavender hues, transforming
my body into delicate strands
of emotion. Audiences would
be stunned, mystified, en-
_chanted. My entire life would
be dedicated to dancing—no
~ time for grocery lists or vacuum
cleaners—and although na-
turally I would grow up to be
very beautiful, I would happily
forego the messy knots of mat-
rimony for the fulfillment of
my unprecedented contribu-
tion to the world of ballet.
Within a few years, however,
the world became more sharp-
ly focused, revealing the reality of a danc-
er’s discipline. I found myself clinging
shyly to the wall of the ballet studio, watch-
ing the other little girls flutter like fairies
across the scuffed tile floor. My feet were
not so inclined to follow the flight of my
fancy; indeed, I seemed to be more se-
curely weighted to this solid earth than
most. Clouded by a myopic fog, and gifted
with a singular sense of rhythm that de-
fied conventional synchronization, I
suffered through those classes with the
growing realization that life must surely
consist of more than this. After all (I con-
soled myself), why should Ilimit myselfto
alife of physical contortions? What about
personal growth? What about intellec-
tual development?
Thus the world’s most exquisite bal-

by DVARAKADHISA-DEVI DASI

lerina was obliged to retire a full decade
prior to opening night, much to her pri-
vate chagrin. I thought myself to be better
suited to becoming a librarian, a teacher
perhaps, or a missionary in a foreign land,
or maybe a civil rights activist. . ..

How my idealistic daydreams were to
suffer, as the years rolled relentlessly past!
The same world that had once appeared
so fresh lashed out with unexpected resis-
tance to my hopes of a grand entrance.
Sex discrimination, cut-throat competi-
tion, financial hardships—numberless
varieties of ruthless exploitation, crime,
and heartache combined to stifle those
dreams of glory and success. Suddenly
college was upon me, and despite myriad
career choices, nothing seemed to reach
deep enough to inspire that potential

somebody cowering behind
my unrealized aspirations. All
I knewwas whatI didn’t want—
a long succession of ill-fitting
roles prescribed by parents,
spouse, employers, grandchil-
dren, and Madison Avenue ex-
ecutives. I wanted to integrate
the unique personal essence I
knew to be myself into a life
rich with significance and pur-
pose. I desired to be the best
person I possibly could be, no
matter how painful or difficult
the endeavor. But where to find
such a lofty goal in a world of
deliberate self-deception?

I found what I was looking
forin a mostunexpected place.
When I first came into contact
with the Hare Krsna devotees,
I was prepared to dismiss their
unorthodox practices as easily
as I had rejected many others.
Yet in spite of my reservations,
I was impressed by the sincere dedication
of the devotees. How much they were sac-
rificing for their cause, yet with such
obvious relish! Although their lives ap-
peared so disciplined and austere—not at
all my idea of a happy way of life—they
were nonetheless the most satisfied and
radiant people I had ever met. Their days
were filled with color and song, yet with-
out frivolity, for their philosophy carried
the weight of responsibility and intro-
spection. Even the smallest activity was
seen in relation to the Absolute Truth.
They were constantly striving to increase
their already formidable sincerity and in-
fuse their lives with a spirit of devotional
meditation.

That’s what I grew to treasure about the
(continued on page 34)
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Spiritual Places

the temple of Lord Venkatesvara
attracts pilgrims from all over the world.

Krsna Consciousness

Half a mile up in the mountains of South India,

High Haven of

by KUNDALI DASA

PHOTOS BY BHARGAVA DASA
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Kz_l;sna has millions of names. Each
ame denotes one of His unlimited

attributes. He is Rama, the source of
bliss for His devotees; He is Hari, who
takes away the anxieties of His devotees;
He is Paramatma, the Supersoul in the
hearts of all living entities; He is also
called Vyenkate$vara, the “Lord of
Vyenkatacala,” a chain of hills about
one hundred fifty miles northwest

Thousands of pilgrims (below) await the
appearance of the processional Deity during
one of Tirumala’s numerous festivals. The
inset shows Lord Vyenkate$vara (Balaji), the
four-handed Visnu Deity, who receives
elaborate worship at Tirumala.



of Madras, in South India.

Of course Krsna, being God, is the
Lord of all hills. “Vyenkatacala™ refers
to the hills where He appeared in a self-
manifested Deity form of Lord Visnu some
five millennia ago. The same Deity, also
known as Balaji, now resides in a temple
in the town of Tirumala, nestled half a
mile up in the Vyenkatacala Hills, known
today as the Eastern Ghats. This Visnu
temple is the most popular place of pil-
grimage in all of India.

To get to Tirumala you must go into the
Vyenkatacala Hills to Tirupati, a town
founded by the great saintly devotee and
reformer Sti Ramanuja (1017-1137). The
primary function of Tirupati is to accom-
modate the tens of thousands of pilgrims
traveling daily to and from Tirumala.
Day and night a constant roar emanates
from these hillsides, as bus after bus wends
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its way along the steep and winding moun-
tain road.

If you arrive in Tirupati without a tour
bus or some means of a ride to Tirumala,
you're in for a thrill. You can always walk
up the eleven-kilometer (seven-mile) foot-
path—it’s well lighted at night. Or you
mightgetaseatonboard alocal bus—one
leaves Tirupati every three minutes, from
3:30 AM. until night. If you board a bus
early enough, you can arrive in Tirumala
with sufficient daylight left to wait in line,
see Lord Vyenkatesvara and the temple,
then visit the other shrines and places of
interest.

Although in Tirumala you will find
much to see, your first priority will prob-
ably be to get in the long line that goes
winding around the temple, from the
front entrance and up into the sprawling
Queue Complex, a covered stadiumlike

Attracting a crowd of pilgrims, blissful street minstrels (left) observe the centuries-old
tradition of glorifying the names and pastimes of the Lord and His great devotees.
The glittering Ananda Nilaya Vimana (opposite page, bottom), “the dome that gives
pleasure to the Lord’s devotees,” stands directly over the inner chamber of the Deity
of Vyenkatesvara. In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the temple underwent
extensive repairs and renovations. Two great devotee-kings of the region had the dome
thickly plated with gold. Seven-foot-nine-inch-thick walls support the dome. In the
background are two intricately carved gates (go-purams) through which pilgrims

pass as they approach the Deity’s inner chamber. Below, a gatekeeper to Vaikuntha,
the spiritual kingdom of God, stands watch over an entrance to the temple.

building that holds as many as ten thou-
sand devotees at a time, sheltering them
during the long wait to enter the temple.
Fortunately, because of the high altitude,
the air in Tirumala is fresh, light, and
cool. Evenin the fierce South Indian sum-
mer the devotees are fairly comfortable
while waiting to get darsana, the audience
of Lord Balaji.

Waiting in line to enter the temple, you'll
have ample opportunity to take in one of
the very fascinating features of the trip:
the people. In Tirumala, you will see a
greater cross section of Indian people than
in any other single place in India (except
for Allahabad during the Kumbha-mela,
when, every twelve years, millions con-
gregate to bathe in the Ganges). You'll see
bands of gypsies, their womenfolk in col-
orful full skirts ornamented with tiny mir-
rors sewn into the fabric. Perhaps you'll

encounter tribal people from the hills of
Assam or from remote parts of Gujarat.
You'll see wealthy, sophisticated Hindus
arriving from all over the globe. You'll see
acrobats, jugglers, traveling minstrels,
and snake charmers; blissful ascetics, their
bodies emaciated from austerities; wealthy
businessmen and their families from Cal-
cutta, Delhi, and Bombay. All these di-
verse peoples flow together, united in their
eagerness to see the Personality of God-
head and win His grace.

Waiting in line is also a good oppor-
tunity to observe the magnificent archi-
tecture of the temple. From outside you
can see the dome over the main entrance,
teeming with depictions of demigods and
various incarnations of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Krsna. You can also
admire the dome over Lord Vyenkate-
$vara’s altar. Thickly coated with pure gold,
the dome glitters like the self-resplendent
spiritual gem cintamani, of which all the
buildings in the transcendental kingdom
of God are made.

As the day progresses the town gets
crowded. There is a perceptible differ-
ence, however, between this crowd and
the kind of crowd you experience in cities
like Bombay or New York. Thisis a peace-
ful crowd. The devotees have traveled
hundreds, even thousands of miles to see
the Deity and make their offerings of
prayers and gifts; they are elated, but
patient. Waiting to see the Deity, they read
scripture, offer prayers to the Lord, chant
on their beads, or make small talk. Thus,
even though the town appears crowded
and hectic, because everyone’s mind is on
Lord Vyenkate$vara, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, the atmosphere is
always spiritual. Tirumala and the king-
dom of God are identical in many ways.
Forexample, the scriptures and great devo-
tees teach that the chief distinction be-
tween the spiritual world and the material
world is that in the material world every-
one is forgetful of Krsna, whereas in the
spiritual world everyone is fully conscious
of Krsna. In Tirumala everyone is ab-
sorbed in remembering Krsna in His four-
handed form of Balaji. Certainly such a
place is not of this material world.

After seeing the Deity you can tour the
rest of the temple and the other buildings

BACK TO GODHEAD 9



Brahma-mahotsava, Tirupati's most
popular festival, attracts tens of
thousands of pilgrims. The festival

runs for fourteen days in the early fall,
celebrating the Lord’s appearance in
Tirupati many millennia ago. During the
festival a special small Deity (below)—
the original Deity of Lord Vyenkatesvara
is eight feet tall—goes on procession
twice each day. The Deity rides in one
of a dozen conveyances, which are either
pulled or carried by His devatees. At
right, the Lord’s gigantic chariot

is dwarfed by the dome over the main
entrance to the temple compound.

within the temple compound. (No cam-
eras are allowed.) You'll find numerous
statues and reliefs depicting the Lord’s
incarnations and pastimes. And there are
shrines and statues of many great devo-
tees. The Deity’s gold and silver palan-
quins and other sacred paraphernalia are
also on display.

That the Deity in Tirumala is a plenary
form of Lord Visnu, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, was not always
known. Traditionally, a Deity of Lord
Visnu will bear in His hands certain dis-
tinguishing symbols: a lotus, a conch-
shell, a discus, and a club. During the time
of Ramanuja, however, in the eleventh
century, Lord Vyenkate$vara's two upper
hands were empty. No one knew why. It
was impossible to verify the true identity
of the Deity. Was this a form of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead or a form
of a demigod? To further complicate mat-
ters, figures of snakes, symbols of Lord
Siva, are on the body of the Deity, A dis-
pute developed. Some claimed the Deity
was Lord Siva, while others insisted it was
Lord Visnu.

In the midst of this feud, Ramanuja, a
saint of great renown, came to Tirumala

(continued on page 34)
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ISKCON inTirupati

hen ISKCON's founder-acarya.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, visited Tiru-
mala and Tirupati in 1974, he spoke with
administrators of the Vyenkatesvara tem-
ple. He encouraged them to join with
ISKCON for the glorification of Lord
Vyenkatesvara (Krsna) throughout the
world. Indian-born Sankha-bhrt dasa
heard these discussions and took heart.

Over the years Sankha-bhrt dasa served
in nearby Bangalore and Hyderabad. As
a natural result of his preaching activi-
ties, he developed good relations with the
Tirumala-Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD),
the board of trustees in charge of the man-
agement and development in the region.
In 1981 Sankha-bhrt decided to preach in
Tirupati. Mr. P.V.K. Prasad, the execu-
tive officer of the TTD at that time, pro-
vided an apartment for Sanikha-bhrt and
his family. Sankha-bhrt dasa and his wife
began to distribute Srila Prabhupada’s
books and Back to Godhead magazine door
to door and at the bus and train stations.

Sankha-bhrt: “My idea was to have a
big book distribution program, taking the
help of TTD for printing books in the
South Indian languages. Later on, Srila
Bhakti-svaripa Damodara Maharaja
visited, and he was very impressed with the
potential here for preaching. He thought
we should build here, so he advised me to
request Mr. Prasad to donate a hundred
acres of land. Our proposal was rejected.
Mr. Prasad, seeing that I was alone, felt
we couldn’t make use of so much land.”

At every opportunity Sankha-bhrt re-
minded Mr. Prasad of Srila Prabhupada’s
vision: TTD and ISKCON working to-
gether in the service of Lord Vyenkate-
$vara. Gradually other devotees joined,
and Sankha-bhrt expanded his preach-
ing programs. In 1982-83, Srila Bhakti-
svarapa Damodara Maharaja, director of
the Bhaktivedanta Institute, the scientific
preaching arm of ISKCON, arranged a
number of conferences and seminars in
the local schools and colleges. This greatly
impressed the people of Tirupati with the
scope and purity of ISKCON's programs
for presenting Krsna consciousness on all
levels and to all people.

In 1983 Mr. Prasad paid a visit to Sri-
dhama Mayapur, the birthplace of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the site of
ISKCON's largest project in India.

Sankha-bhrt: “When Mr. Prasad re-
turned from Mayapur, he was very enthu-
siastic to do something to help us. It was a
crucial time, because his term as executive
officer was coming to an end. I had no
idea if the next officer would be as favor-
able as Mr. Prasad, so 1 said, ‘Forget about
the one hundred acres. I humbly beg you
to give me a piece of land—whatever you
can manage—and we will develop some-

thing on it’ He said, '‘O.K. Tomorrow
morning come early to my office. I have a
place in mind.’

“The next morning I went to Mr. Pra-
sad’s office, but they told me he had gone
to my apartment. I rushed back and found
him with a crew of about twenty workers
marking off some property and clearing
the land. It was about fifty acres covered
with thorns and bushes, and it was very
uneven. Mr. Prasad said, ‘T am allotting
you this piece of land, and these people
will clear it for you." He could see I was a
little disappointed because the land looked
sorough and so out of the way, but he said
to me, ‘Don’t worry. You don't know the
future of this place. It will be one of the
bestlocations in Tirupati, considering the
plans for development of this city. It will
be a good place for your preaching work.’
He also gave seventy thousand rupees for
us to build an a@srama and bhajana hall.”

Soon a small temple was constructed to
temporarily house the Deities of Sri Sri
Radha-Govinda, who had been installed
in the summer of 1984 At present, Sanikha-
bhrt s busily raising funds for developing
the property. Plans include an ornate
temple, a three-hundred-room modern
guesthouse, a gurukula school, and land-
sc?)cd gardens.

ankha-bhrt: “From here we will be
able to preach to people all over the
world—just by preaching in Tirupati.
Everyone comes here on their way to Ti-
rumala. I prayed very hard to Srila Pra-
bhupada to make this happen, and now it
is all coming to pass. In the future the bus
station will be moved near here, and all
the buses will go past our project on the
way to Tirumala. We've hardly started our
work. yet already we get several busloads
of people a day. We will be able to dis-
tribute Krsna conscious books in every
Indian language.

“Itis significant that the TTD has given
us this land. Every religious group, yoga
organization, and whathaveyou in India
has tried to get a place here. Some have
been trying for years. They want to come
because to be in Tirupati is prestigious.
And Tirupati is the wealthiest temple in
all of India. If the TTD, which controls a
lot of that wealth, decides to back some
project, that project will flourish.

“But the TTD hasn't allowed any of
these groups to come in. ISKCON is the
exception. That's because we are preach-
ing the scriptural conclusions without de-
viating, without concocting anything. We
follow the prescribed dharma for the age,
chanting the holy names of the Lord, and
we are convincing people to live a spiri-
tual life. The TTD trustees like us. They
want us to work with them to give people
real religion. Srila Prabhupada’s vision is
coming true.”

BACK TO GODHEAD
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THE VEDIC

TERROR FROM
THE YEAR ZERO

by Suhotra Swami

he year1986is provingtobeastrange

and terrifying year, especially for
Americans living in Europe. The fear of
terrorist reprisals against U.S. citizens in
the wake of President Reagan’s air attack
on Libya is palpable. Here in Heidelberg,
where I spend much of my time, the once-
easygoing American military off-base
housing installations have been sealed
off from the surrounding German neigh-
borhoods by roadblocks manned by armed
soldiersin full combat gear. AFN, the U.S.
Armed Forces Radio Network, recently
aired a half-hour program instructing its
listeners on what to do if, while seated
peacefully in one’sairline seatand quietly
annmpatmg a happy landing in some exot-
ic tourist mecca, “a wild-eyed kid sud-
denly shoves an AK-47 in your ribs.”

It got so bad that American travelers
began avoiding Western Europe like the
plague, with Hollywood luminaries like
Steven Spielberg canceling trips to the
Cannes Film Festival. Despite America’s
recently rediscovered celluloid jingoism,
swaggering body-sculpted clones of Ram-
bo were nowhere to be seen in the tra-
ditional vacation haunts of London, Paris,
and Rome. Instead, globe-trotters from the
land of the free and the home of the brave
were opting for more somber destinations
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.
Unfortunately, the Chernobyl reactor be-
gan spewing deadly isotopes all over the
map. The harried leader of a group of
thirty-one tourists from Long Island told
Newsweek after the group’s hasty exit from
Kiev, “We came to the Soviet Union be-
cause there is no terrorism. And here we
were, suddenly in the middle of a major
catastrophe.”

Though an American by birth, I have
an entirely different point of view on all
this. I'm a member of the Hare Krsna
movement and have accepted the teach-
ings of Bhagavad-gita, which many Ameri-
cans might feel presents a too-pessimistic
outlook on life. In a sense, that’s true—
this ancient book of knowledge does de-
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Transcendental Comment

scribe this material world as duhkhalayam
asasvatam, “a temporary, miserable place.”
However, in my understanding, recent
events have only confirmed these wise
words. Having no illusions about what to
expect from this present plane of exis-
tence on which we’re all situated, I'm
engaged in elevating myself to the ever-
blissful spiritual realm of Krsna con-
sciousness. That I am doing mainly by
preaching Krsna consciousness to others,
which is the reason I live in Europe.

I'll admit to the possibility of my being
too simplistic, but it seems to me that

Americans have an unlimited capacity
for self-delusion. Despite the shocks to
our national consciousness that have been
summarily delivered with pitiless regu-
larity in Beirut, on board the Achille Lauro,
and elsewhere, we are not learning the
real lesson. It is not a question of a re-
cently increasing trend of terror—the trend
was firmly established way back in the
year zero. Be it by bullet, bomb, or Alz-
heimer’s disease, everybody’s going to be
killed by material nature.

Despite their growing sense of unease
about the state of the world, Americans
have not yet recognized the extent of
the danger. While agonizing over the possi-
bilities of long-awaited pleasure tours ex-
ploding in our faces, why not just admit
from the outset that there is no real plea-
sure to be had in this tour from birth to

death we call life? Let's finally recognize
the simple fact that there’s no security
from death in this material world, wher-
ever we may go. And let’s get on with the
real business of life: breaking our attach-
ments to falsehood, and rising to meet
God face to face.

SAVING THE DAY
by Mathuresa dasa

hina thinks it may need to establish

time zones. The Peking Energy Asso-
ciation has even submitted a proposal for
a daylight savings time system: turn the
clocks ahead April 1, turn them back Sep-
tember 15.

Although wider than the continental
United States, China runs wholly by Pe-
king time. This makes things hard for
people living in western regions, such as
Tibet. At 10 am. in Peking, Tibet is still
dark, and the Pekingevening news arrives
on the airwaves in the early afternoon.

I'll bet all this doesn’t really inconve-
nience most Tibetans, though. They prob-
ably ignore the clock, if they have one to
ignore, and get up, like most people, some-
time around sunrise. And who needs the
evening news anyway? It's really prepos-
terous how some people impose on every-
one else their versions of time and news.

Not that I'm anti-clock or anti-time. I
own an electric snooze alarm. It features a
lighted dial so I can see what time it is
when one of my kids wakes up crying, and
a back-up battery just in case the elec-
tricity goes out while I'm sleeping. The
alarm is set for 3:30 AM, but I always hit
the snooze control twice, rising at 3:50 to
shower, dress, and make it to the nearby
Hare Krsna temple by 4:15.

The first service every day at the Hare
Krsna temples, in whatever time zone, is
mangala-arati. It begins one and a half
hours before sunrise during a daily time
period called brahma-muhiirta. Accord-
ing to the Vedic literature, this brahma-
muhirta period is especially favorable for
spiritual advancement. One who regu-
larly rises at this time, glorifies the Su-
preme Lord by chanting His names and
offering Him prayers, and hears atten-
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tively about the Lord and His pure devo-
tees from revealed scriptures makes steady
progress toward the eternal kingdom of
God. Brahma-muhiirta at the Hare Krsna
temples is an exhilarating experience no
one should miss.

I can understand that a Tibetan trying
to make spiritual advancement by Peking
time would be in big trouble. Four o'clock
in Peking must be around midnight in
western China, and midnight is nowhere
near brahma-muhiirta. So, out of respect
for Tibetans with snooze alarms set to
3:30 Am,, China should definitely institute
time zones.

But then again, why bother? Peking’s
rationale is that time zones would save
electricity (all those light bulbs burning at
10 AM. in Tibet), which could be chan-
neled into the country’s electricity-starved
industries. Here we have a typical exam-
ple of faulty reasoning coming from
people who, due to ignoring the brahma-
muhiirta, are interested in material, in-
stead of spiritual, progress. China just
wants to get its textile factories humming
so it can turn out more blue jeans for
export to the West. This is both materially
and spiritually shortsighted. China is the
world’s biggest producer of not blue jeans
but rice, and for rice production I'm sure
rising with the sun works just fine, no
matter what’s happeningin Peking. If rice
farmers wanted to they could rise an hour
and a half earlier, make some spiritual
progress during the brahma-muhiirta, then
spend the day in the paddy fields chant-
ing the holy names.

BEHIND THE
NUCLEAR NIGHTMARE

by Kundali dasa

even years ago I lived only an hour

from the nuclear plant at Three Mile
Island in Pennsylvania. An accident there
threatened to trigger a partial meltdown,
and alarming quantities of radiation were
released into the atmosphere. It was a
hair-raising experience. Yet I was more
frightened by the recent disaster in the

ry on the Issues of the Day

Soviet plant at Chernobyl, even though it
was some fifty-five hundred miles away.
Thinking this over, I realized why Cher-
nobyl was so chilling to me. You see,in the
interim since Three Mile Island, I have
gained a greater appreciation of Krsna's
words in Bhagavad-gita. Specifically, I
have a greater appreciation of His de-
scription of the materialistic mentality,
which He calls demoniac, and which is
responsible for the nuclear terror.

In the sixteenth chapter of Bhagavad-
gita Krsna contrasts the godly and de-
moniac mentalities. In so doing He makes
a point pertinent to atomic meltdowns
and other nuclear nightmares:

(D)
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The demoniac, who are lost to them-
selves and who have nointelligence, engage
in unbeneficial, horrible works meant to
destroy the world.

Commenting on this verse, Srila Prabhu-
pada explains that although inventions
such as atomic reactors and nuclear war-
heads are considered to be advancement
of human civilization, the net result is
more tension, fear, and anxiety. At the
time of this writing, for instance, about
eighty-four thousand people had to be
evacuated because of Chernobyl, and we
won't know the toll in human life and the
damage to the environmentin and around
the Soviet Union for many years. As Srila
Prabhupada has written, “Ultimately,
they will invent or create something that
will bring destructiontoall. . . . Such wea-
pons are not meant for the peace and

prosperity of the world.”

Of course, the materialists don’t wantto
destroy the world. They don'’t set out to
create nightmares such as Chernobyl or
Three Mile Island. Their real motive seems
far more innocuous: to make the world
more livable, to harness nature and make
it work for them in achieving more and
more sensual pleasures from life.

ButKrsna's teachings scientifically show
that the materialistic outlook is based on
the false assumption that the material body
is the self and that to gratify the senses is
the prime goal of life. Materialists—
whom Krsna calls karmis because they
are ensnared in the retributive law of kar-
ma—are ignorant of the self beyond the
temporary body and of the purpose of
human life; they do not know what is
good or what is bad for them. Thus, al-
though proud of their technological feats,
they are, as Krsna says, less intelligent.

All but the most humble materialist,
however, are loath to admit these facts.
They prefer to concoct various atheistic
theories and philosophies (which defy both
reason and experience) to justify their at-
tachments to sense gratification. They pre-
sent themselves as being interested in
world peace, using terminology like “the
family of man,” “the working classes,”
and so forth. But their words do not tally
with their actions.

Krsna’s version, on the other hand, tal-
lies well with the deeds of these unscru-
pulous persons:

The demoniac person thinks: “So much
wealth doT have today, and I will gain more
according to my schemes. So much is mine
now, and it will increase in the future, more
and more. He is my enemy, and I have
killed him, and my other enemies will also
be killed. I am the lord of everything. I am
the enjoyer. I am perfect, powerful, and
happy.Iam the richestman, surrounded by
aristocratic relatives. There is none so pow-
erful and happy asI am. Ishall perform sac-
rifices, I shall give some charity, and thus I
shall rejoice.” In this way, such persons are
deluded by ignorance.

Materialists, whether communists or
capitalists, rich or poor, scientists or phil-
osophers, altruists or misanthropes,

(continued on page 30)
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Sin in the Name of Religion

This is the conclusion of a conversation
between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and a guest,
Dr. Christian Hauser, a psychiatrist, that
took place in Stockholm in September 1973.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, for one who is
actually God conscious, where is the ques-
tion of fighting or killing? Everyone is his
brother. He knows God is the supreme
father and we are all His sons. So one
should know it for a fact—sarva-yonisu
kaunteya murtayah sambhavanti yah/ tas-
arh brahma mahadyonir aham bija-pradah
pita [Bhagavad-gita 14.4]: “It should be
understood that all species of life are made
possible by birth in this material nature,
and that I, the Lord, am the seed-giving
father.” That is God consciousness,

And in the Christian Bible you have the
specific commandment “Thou shalt not
kill.” Last night, a gentleman asked me,
“Thou shalt not kill whom?” But there is
no question of whom.

Ifyou ask “Whom?” then atleast “Thou
shalt not kill thy father and thy mother.”
And the cow is your mother, because she
supplies you her milk. The cow supplies
her milk, and so she is your mother. So
how can you kill your mother?

Dr. Hauser: Well, some people drink other
milk, too. Like goat’s milk. Is the goat a
mother if you drink goat’s milk?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes. But generally
we drink cow’s milk. Some people may
also have drunk goat’s milk at times, but
nobody can say, “I've never drunk cow’s
milk.” Nobody can say this, virtually any-
where in the world. Cows are created for
that purpose—supplying us milk.

But we are killing the cow, our mother.
And we are killing our father, the bull.
The bull is our father because he plows
the fields to supply us grain. He goes out
and works hard to supply us food. He is a
father to us. And yet we are killing him.
Therefore, we are killing our very mother
and father.

The Bhagavad-gita specifically instructs
us, krsi-go-raksya: We human beings must
protect the cow, our milk-giving mother.
Go-raksya—‘“protect the cow.” Not go-
hatya—"kill the cow.” This is most sinful.

If one is sinful, how can he say he is re-
ligious? Do you think a sinful man can be
truly religious? Yet this is going on. In the

name of religion, people are committing
sins. I mean to say, this sinful killing of
animals, especially cows, is the main cause
of humanity’s current degradation.

Veda-nisidhya-karya kare veda-mukhya
mane. As Lord Caitanya said, “People are
acting against every religious principle,
but advertising themselves, I am reli-
gious. I believe in religion.’” These non-
sensical things are going on. A Christian
is going against the basic Christian prin-
ciple; nonetheless he is proud of being a
Christian,

Today virtually all people are like that—
even the Buddhists. In Japan I asked the
head of a big printing firm, “You are a
Buddhist, and Lord Buddha taught ahirm-
sa, nonviolence—no flesh-eating. Do you
eat meat?”’

And he said, “Yes.” He admitted—"Yes,
I am sorry. I eat meat.”

These things are going on. Actually, no
religion will allow flesh-eating. In the
Mohammedan and Jewish religions also
itis allowed only after offering sacrifice—
and never is the flesh to be taken when
wholesome fruits, nuts, grains, and milk
products are available. Only in the desert,
orin other words, only as a last resort. Not
from a slaughterhouse.

Dr. Hauser: Pardon? Not from what?

Srila Prabhupada: A slaughterhouse. But
now people are regularly maintaining
slaughterhouses. These grossly sinful ac-

tivities are going on.

Soinour movement we have got restric-
tions. Anyone who comes to be a serious
student—he must give up the four main
sinful activities: illicit sex, gambling, in-
toxication, and flesh-eating. Every one of
our students. Every one. First of all, he
must agree to this principle. Then I accept
him as my student.

Dr. Hauser: Do you use leather?

Srila Prabhupada: Generally we avoid it,
since at the present time people are ob-
taining it by sending the animals to the
slaughterhouse.

Dr. Hauser: So you don’t allow it?

Srila Prabhupada: We don’t use it. For
instance, none of our shoes are made of
leather. Today there are so many sub-
stitutes, various plastics and other things.
And every one of them is nice. '

Butleather, in itself, itis not prohibited,
because you can get it after the animal has
died a natural death. Yes. In India, those
who are flesh-eaters wait until after a cow
has died, and then they come and clear
away the carcass. Then they eat the flesh
and save the bones and horns and hooves
and take off the skin to make shoes, and
so forth. Since they get all their supplies
for nothing, they can easily make their
living.

The main idea is, sooner or later the
animal will die. So let us wait for thattime.
Why should we kill a living animal?

Dr. Hauser: Do you use leather in your
drums?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, after the cow has
died a natural death, that leather can be
used.

Dr. Hauser: So you have leather drums?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that has been the
way of making drums for thousands of
years. But that leather is collected only
after the animal has died a natural death.
Not by killing.

So our principle is mercy. Mercy.
We never needlessly kill or torment any
living being. The Lord is the all-merciful,
and now, in this human form, we can
revive our relationship with Him. After
traveling through untold millions of lower
forms, nowwe can revive our old relation-
ship with the all-merciful. Yes. But only if
we become merciful.

Dr. Hauser: Thank you very much.
Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krsna. oS
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
The Appearance of Lord Varaha

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
great sage Maitreya continues his descriptions of the appearance of the Lord's
boar incarnation, to Vidura, an eternal associate of the Lord,
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nisamya te ghargharitar sva-kheda-
ksayisnu maydmaya-sitkarasya
janas-tapah-satya-nivdsinas te
tribhih pavitrair munayo ‘grnan sma

nisamya—ijust after hearing; te—those; ghargharitam—the
tumultuous sound; sva-kheda—personal lamentation; ksayisnu—
destroying; maya-maya—all-merciful; sakarasya—of Lord Boar;
janah—the Janaloka planet; tapah—the Tapoloka planet; satya—the
Satyaloka planet; nivdsinah—residents; te—all of them; tribhih—from
the three Vedas; pavitraih—by the all-auspicious mantras; munayah—
great thinkers and sages; agrnan sma—chanted.

TRANSLATION

When the great sages and thinkers who are residents of
Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka heard the tumultuous voice of
Lord Boar, which was the all-auspicious sound of the all-merciful
Lord, they chanted auspicious chants from the three Vedas.

PURPORT

The word maydmaya is very significant in this verse. Mdyd means
“mercy,” “‘specific knowledge and also ““illusion.” Therefore Lord Boar
is everything; He is merciful, He is all knowledge, and He is illusion also.
The sound which He vibrated as the boar incarnation was answered by
the Vedic hymns of the great sages in the planets Janaloka, Tapoloka and
Satyaloka. The highest intellectual and pious living entities live in those
planets, and when they heard the extraordinary voice of the boar, they
could understand that the specific sound was vibrated by the Lord and no
one else. Therefore they replied by praying to the Lord with Vedic
hymns. The earth planet was submerged in the mire, but on hearing the
sound of the Lord, the inhabitants of the higher planets were all jubilant
because they knew that the Lord was there to deliver the earth.
Therefore Brahmi and all the sages, such as Bhrgu, Brahma's other sons,
and learned brahmanas, were enlivened, and they concertedly joined in
praising the Lord with the transcendental vibrations of the Vedic hymns.
The most important is the Brhan-naradiya Purana verse Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare.

TEXT 26
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tesarn satdrh veda-vitdna-miirtir
brahmavadhdrydatma-gundnuvadam
vinadya bhilyo vibudhodaydya
gajendra-lilo jalam dvivesa

tesam—of them; satdm—of the great devotees; veda—all knowledge;
vitana-murtih—the form of expansion; brahma—Vedic sound;
avadharya—knowing it well; atma—of Himself; guna-anuvddam—
transcendental glorification; vinadya—resounding; bhiyah—again;
vibudha—of the transcendentally learned; udaydya—for the elevation
or benefit; gajendra-lilah—playing like an elephant; jalam—the water;
avivesa—entered.

TRANSLATION

Playing like an elephant, He entered into the water after roaring
again in reply to the Vedic prayers by the great devotees. The Lord
is the object of the Vedic prayers, and thus He understood that the
devotees’ prayers were meant for Him.

PURPORT

The form of the Lord in any shape is always transcendental and full of
knowledge and mercy. The Lord is the destroyer of all material con-
tamination because His form is personified Vedic knowledge. All the
Vedas worship the transcendental form of the Lord. In the Vedic mantras
the devotees request the Lord to remove the glaring effulgence because it
covers His real face. That is the version of the fs’opani;ad. The Lord has
no material form, but His form is always understood in terms of the
Vedas. The Vedas are said to be the breath of the Lord, and that breath
was inhaled by Brahma, the original student of the Vedas. The breathing
from the nostril of Brahma caused the appearance of Lord Boar, and
therefore the boar incarnation of the Lord is the personified Vedas. The
glorification of the incarnation by the sages on the higher planets con-
sisted of factual Vedic hymns. Whenever there is glorification of the
Lord, it is to be understood that Vedic mantras are being rightly vi-
brated. The Lord was therefore pleased when such Vedic mantras were
chanted, and to encourage His pure devotees, He roared once more and
entered the water to rescue the submerged earth.

TEXT 27
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utksipta-valah kha-carah kathorah
satd vidhunvan khara-romasa-tvak
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khurahatabhrah sita-damstra iksa-
jyotir babhase bhagavan mahidhrah

utksipta-valah—slashing with the tail; kha-carah—in the sky;
kathorah—very hard; satdh—hairs on the shoulder; vidhunvan—
quivering; khara—sharp; romasa-tvak—skin full of hairs; khura-
dhata—struck by the hooves; abhrah—the clouds; sita-damstrah—
white tusks; iksa—glance; jyotih—luminous; babhdse—began to emit
an effulgence; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead; mahi-dhrah—
the supporter of the world.

TRANSLATION

Before entering the water to rescue the earth, Lord Boar flew in
the sky, slashing His tail, His hard hairs quivering. His very glance
was luminous, and He scattered the clouds in the sky with His
hooves and His glittering white tusks.

PURPORT

When the Lord is offered prayers by His devotees, His transcendental
activities are described. Here are some of the transcendental features of
Lord Boar. As the residents of the upper three planetary systems offered
their prayers to the Lord, it is understood that His body expanded
throughout the sky, beginning from the topmost planet, Brahmaloka, or
Satyaloka. It is stated in the Brahma-samhitd that His eyes are the sun
and the moon; therefore His very glance over the sky was as illuminating
as the sun or the moon. The Lord is described herein as mahidhrah,
which means either a **big mountain” or the *‘sustainer of the earth.” In
other words, the Lord’s body was as big and hard as the Himalayan
Mountains; otherwise how was it possible that He kept the entire earth
on the support of His white tusks? The poet Jayadeva, a great devotee of
the Lord, has sung of the incident in his prayers for the incarnations:

vasati dasana-sikhare dharant tava lagna
§asini kalanka-kaleva nimagna
kesava dhrta-siikara-riipa jaya jagadisa hare

“All glories to Lord Kesava [Kl_'ana]. who appeared as the boar. The
earth was held between His tusks, which appeared like the scars on the
moon."”

TEXT 28

T gesn: qeEt e

FEMS:  EIHEATH: |
TR ISR T

o T ot sTreR, 1R

ghranena prthvyah padavim vijighran
krodapadesah svayam adhvarangah

karala-damstro ‘py akardla-drgbhyam
udviksya vipran grnato visat kam

ghranena—by smelling; prthvydh—of the earth; padavim—situa-
tion; vijighran—searching after the earth; kroda-apadesah—assuming
the body of a hog; svayam—personally; adhvara—transcendental;
arigah—body; karala—fearful; damstrah—teeth (tusks); api—in spite
of; akardla—not fearful; drgbhyam—by His glance; udviksya—glanc-
ing over; vipran—all the brdhmana-devotees; grnatah—who were
engaged in prayers; aviSat—entered; kam—the water.

TRANSLATION

He was personally the Supreme Lord Vignu and was therefore
transcendental, yet because He had the body of a hog, He searched
after the earth by smell. His tusks were fearful, and He glanced
over the devotee-brihmanas engaged in offering prayers. Thus He
entered the water.

PURPORT

We should always remember that although the body of a hog is ma-
terial, the hog form of the Lord was not materially contaminated. It is not
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possible for an earthly hog to assume a gigantic form spreading
throughout the sky, beginning from the Satyaloka. His body is always
transcendental in all circumstances; therefore, the assumption of the
form of a boar is only His pastime. His body is all Vedas, or transcenden-
tal. But since He had assumed the form of a boar, He began to search out
the earth by smelling, just like a hog. The Lord can perfectly play the
part of any living entity. The gigantic feature of the boar was certainly
very fearful for all nondevotees, but to the pure devotees of the Lord He
was not at all fearful; on the contrary, He was so pleasingly glancing
upon His devotees that all of them felt transcendental happiness.

TEXT 29
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sa vajra-kitdnga-nipdta-vega-
visirna-kuksih stanayann udanvdan

utsrsta-dirghormi-bhujair ivartas
cukrosa yajiesvara pahi meti

sah—that; vajra-kita-ariga—body like a great mountain; nipdta-
vega—the force of diving; visirna—bifurcating; kuksih—the middle
portion; stanayan—resounding like; udanvin—the ocean; utsrsta—cre-
ating; dirgha—high; @rmi—waves; bhujaih—by the arms; iva artah—
like a distressed person; cukrosa—prayed loudly; yajia-Svara—0
master of all sacrifices; pahi—please protect; ma—unto me; iti—thus.

TRANSLATION

Diving into the water like a giant mountain, Lord Boar divided
the middle of the ocean, and two high waves appeared as the arms
of the ocean, which cried loudly as if praying to the Lord, *“O Lord
of all sacrifices, please do not eut me in twe! Kindly give me
protection!”

PURPORT

Even the great ocean was perturbed by the falling of the mountainlike
body of the transcendental boar, and it appeared.to be frightened, as if

death were imminent.

TEXT 30
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khuraih ksuraprair darayaris tad apa
ulpdra-pdram tri-parii rasayam
dadaria gam tatra susupsur agre
yar jiva-dhdnirh svayam abhyadhatta

khuraih—by the hooves; ksurapraih—compared to a sharp weapon;
darayan—penetrating; tat—that; dpah—water; utpdra-param—found
the limitation of the unlimited; tri-paruk—the master of all sacrifices;
rasaydm—within the water; dadaria—found; gam—the earth; tatra—
there; susupsuh—lying; agre—in the beginning; ydm—whom; jiva-
dhanim—the resting place for all living entities; svayam—personally;
abhyadhatta—uplifted.

TRANSLATION

Lord Boar penetrated the water with His hooves, which were
like sharp arrows, and found the limits of the ocean, although it
was unlimited. He saw the earth, the resting place for all living
beings, lying as it was in the beginning of creation, and He per-
sonally lifted it.
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PURPORT

The word rasdydm is sometimes interpreted to mean Rasatala, the
lowest planetary system, but that is not applicable in this connection,
according to Viévanitha Cakravarti Thakura. The earth is seven times
superior to the other planetary systems, namely Tala, Atala, Talatala,
Vitala, Rasatala, Patila, etc. Therefore the earth cannot be situated in the
Rasdtala planetary system. It is described in the Visnu-dharma:

patala-mitlesvara-bhoga-samhatau
vinyasya pddau prthivim ca bibhratah

yasyopamdno na babhdva so 'eyuto
mamadstu marngalya-vivrddhaye harih

Therefore the Lord found the earth on the bottom of the Garbhodaka
Ocean, where the planets rest during the devastation at the end of
Brahmai'’s day.

L CILREAIRCR P U TERY

sva-damstrayoddhrtya mahim nimagnam
sa uithitah samruruce rasayah

tatrapi daityarh gadaydpatantam
sundbha-sandipita-tivra-manyuh

sva-damstraya—by His own tusks; uddhrtya—raising; mahim—the
earth; nimagndm—submerged; sah—He; uithitah—getting up;
sariruruce—appeared very splendid; rasdyah—from the water; tatra—
there; api—also; daityam—unto the demon; gadaya—with the club;
dpatantam—rushing towards Him; sunabha—the wheel of Krsna;
sandipita—glowing: tivra—fierce; manyuh—anger.

TRANSLATION

Lord Boar very easily took the earth on His tusks and got it out
of the water. Thus He appeared very splendid. Then, His anger
glowing like the Sudaréana wheel, He immediately killed the
demon [Hiranyaksa], although he tried to fight with the Lord.

PURPORT

According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, the Vedic literatures describe the in-
carnation of Lord Vardha (Boar) in two different devastations, namely
the Ciksusa devastation and the Svayambhuva devastation. This particu-
lar appearance of the boar incarnation actually took place in the
Svayambhuva devastation, when all planets other than the higher ones—
Jana, Mahar and Satya—merged in the water of devastation. This par-
ticular incarnation of the boar was seen by the inhabitants of the planets
mentioned above. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti suggests that the sage
Maitreya amalgamated both the boar incarnations in different devasta-
tions and summarized them in his description to Vidura.

TEXT 32
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Jjaghana rundhanam asahya-vikramar
sa lilayebharih mrgarad ivambhasi
tad-rakta-pankankita-ganda-tundo
yatha gajendro jagatim vibhindan

jaghana—killed; rundhanam—the obstructive enemy; asahya—un-
bearable; vikramam—prowess; sah—He; lilayd—easily; ibham—the

elephant; mrga-rat—the lion; iva—like; ambhasi—in the water; tat-
rakta—of his blood; panka-ankita—smeared by the pool; ganda—
cheeks; tundah—tongue; yatha—as if; gajendrah—the elephant;
jagatim—earth; vibhindan—digging.

TRANSLATION

Thereupon Lord Boar killed the demon within the water, just as
a lion kills an elephant. The cheeks and tongue of the Lord became
smeared with the blood of the demon, just as an elephant becomes
reddish from digging in the purple earth.

TEXT 33
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tamala-nilam sita-danta-kotya
ksmam utksipantam gaja-lilaydnga
prajadya baddhanjalayo ‘nuvakair

viriAci-mukhyd upatasthur isam

tamdla—a blue tree named the tamdla; nilam—bluish; sita —white;
danta—tusks; kotya—with the curved edge: ksmam—the earth; uthsi-
pantam—while suspending; gaja-lilaya—playing like an elephant;
anga—0 Vidura; prajidya—after knowing it well; baddha—folded;
anjalayah—hands; anuvakaih—by Vedic hymns; viriiici—Brahma;
mukhyah—headed by: upatasthuh—offered prayers; iam—unto the
Supreme Lord.

TRANSLATION

Then the Lord, playing like an elephant, suspended the earth on
the edge of His curved white tusks. He assumed a bluish complex-
ion like that of a tamila tree, and thus the sages, headed by
Brahma, could understand Him to be the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and offered respectful obeisances unto the Lord.

TEXT 34
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rsaya tcuh
jitarh jitam te Jita yajiia-bhavana
trayim tanum svam paridhunvate namah
yad-roma-gartesu nililyur addhayas
tasmai namah kdrana-sikaraya te

rsayah icuh—the glorified sages uttered; jitam—all glories; jitam—
all victories; te—unto You; agjita—O unconquerable one; yajia-
bhavana—one who is understood by performances of sacrifice; trayim—
personified Vedas; tanum—such a body; svdm—own; paridhunvate—
shaking; namah—all obeisances; yat—whose; roma—hairs; gartesu—
in the holes; nililyuh—submerged; addhayah—the oceans; tasmai—
unto Him; namah—offering obeisances; kdarana-sikardya—unto the
hog form assumed for reasons; te—unto You.

TRANSLATION

All the sages uttered with great respect: O unconquerable en-
joyer of all sacrifices, all glories and all victories unto You! You are
moving in Your form of the personified Vedas, and in the hair
holes of Your body the oceans are submerged. For certain reasons
[to uplift the earth] You have now assumed the form of a boar.
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PURPORT

The Lord can assume any form He likes, and in all circumstances He is
the cause of all causes. Since His form is transcendental, He is always the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, as He is in the Causal Ocean in the
form of Maha-Visnu. Innumerable universes generate from the holes of
His bodily hairs, and thus His transcendental body is the Vedas per-
sonified. He is the enjoyer of all sacrifices, and He is the unconquerable
Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is never to be misunderstood to be
other than the Supreme Lord because of His assuming the form of a boar
to lift the earth. That is the clear understanding of sages and great per-
sonalities like Brahma and other residents of the higher planetary
systems.

TEXT 35
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riiparh tavaitan nanu duskrtatmandm
durdarsanam deva yad adhvaratmakam

chandamsi yasya tvaci barhi-romasv
djyam drii tv anghrisu catur-hotram

ripam—form; tava—Your; etat—this; nanu—but; duskrta-at-
mandm—of souls who are simply miscreants; durdarsanam—very dif-
ficult to see; deva—O Lord; yat—that; adhvara-atmakam—worship-
able by performances of sacrifice; chandamsi—the Gayatri mantra and
others; yasya—whose; tvaci—touch of the skin; barhih—sacred grass
called kusa; romasu—hairs on the body; djyam —clarified butter; drsi—
in the eyes; tu—also; anghrisu—on the four legs; cdtuh-hotram—four
kinds of fruitive activities.

TRANSLATION

0O Lord, Your form is worshipable by performances of sacrifice,
but souls who are simply miscreants are unable to see it. All the
Vedic hymns, Gayatri and others, are in the touch of Your skin. In
Your bodily hairs is the kusa grass, in Your eyes is the clarified
butter, and in Your four legs are the four kinds of fruitive
activities,

PURPORT

There is a class of miscreants who are known in the words of
Bhagavad-gitd as veda-vadi, or so-called strict followers of the Vedas.
They do not believe in the incarnation of the Lord, what to speak of the
Lord’s incarnation as the worshipable hog. They describe worship of the
different forms or incarnations of the Lord as anthropomorphism. In the
estimation of Srimad-Bhagavatam these men are miscreants, and in
Bhagavad-gita (7.15) they are called not only miscreants but also fools
and the lowest of mankind, and it is said that their knowledge has been
plundered by illusion due to their atheistic temperament. For such con-
demned persons, the Lord’s incarnation as the gigantic hog is invisible.
These strict followers of the Vedas who despise the eternal forms of the
Lord may know from Srimad-Bhagavatam that such incarnations are
personified forms of the Vedas. Lord Boar’s skin, His eyes and His bodily
hair holes are all described here as different parts of the Vedas. He is
therefore the personified form of the Vedic hymns, and specifically the
Gayatri mantra.

TEXT 36
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srak tunda dsit sruva ISa ndsayor

idodare camasdh karna-randhre
prdsitram dsye grasane grahds tu te

yac carvanar te bhagavann agni-hotram
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srak—the plate for sacrifice; tunde—on the tongue; dsit—there is;
sruvah—another plate for sacrifice; ¥a—O Lord; rdsayoh—of the
nostrils; idé—the plate for eating; udare—in the belly; camasah—
another plate for sacrifices; karna-randhre—in the holes of the ears;
prasitram—the plate called the Brahmid plate; dsye—in the mouth;
grasane—in the throat; grahdh—the plates known as soma plates; tu—
but; te—Your; yat—that which; carvanam—chewing; te—Your;
bhagavan—O my Lord; agni-hotram—is Your eating through Your
sacrificial fire.

TRANSLATION

O Lord, Your tongue is a plate of sacrifice, Your nostril is
another plate of sacrifice, in Your belly is the eating plate of
sacrifice, and another plate of sacrifice is the holes of Your ears. In
Your mouth is the Brahma plate of sacrifice, Your throat is the
plate of sacrifice known as soma, and whatever You chew is known
as agni-hotra.

PURPORT

The veda-vddis say that there is nothing more than the Vedas and the
performances of sacrifice mentioned in the Vedas. They have recently
made a rule in their group to formally observe daily sacrifice; they
simply ignite a small fire and offer something whimsically, but they do
not strictly follow the sacrificial rules and regulations mentioned in the
Vedas. It is understood that by regulation there are different plates of
sacrifice required, such as srak, sruva, barhis, catur-hotra, idd, camasa,
prdsitra, graha and agni-hotra. One cannot achieve the results of
sacrifice unless one observes the strict regulations. In this age there is
practically no facility for performing sacrifices in strict discipline.
Therefore, in this age of Kali there is a stricture regarding such
sacrifices: it is explicitly directed that one should perform sasikirtana-
yajia and nothing more. The incarnation of the Supreme Lord is
Yajfieévara, and unless one has respect for the incarnation of the Lord, he
cannot perfectly perform sacrifice. In other words, taking shelter of the
Lord and rendering service unto Him is the factual performance of all
sacrifices, as explained herein. Different plates of sacrifice correspond to
the different parts of the body of the Lord’s incarnation. In the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Eleventh Canto, it is explicitly directed that one should
perform sankirtana-yajiia to please the Lord’s incarnation as Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This should be rigidly followed in order to
achieve the result of yajiia performance.

TEXT 37
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diksanujanmopasadah Sirodharam
tvari prayaniyodayaniya-damstrah

jihvd pravargyas tava Sirsakar kratoh
satydvasathyar citayo 'savo ki te

diksd—initiation; anujanma—spiritual birth, or repeated incarna-
tions; upasadah—three kinds of desires (relationship, activities and ulti-
mate goal); Sirah-dharam—the neck; tvam —You; prayaniya—after the
result of initiation; udayaniya—the last rites of desires; daristrah—the
tusks; jihva—the tongue; pravargyah—prior activities; tava —Your;
§irsakam—head; kratoh—of the sacrifice; satya—fire without sacrifice;
avasathyam—fire of worship; citayah—aggregate of all desires;
asavah—life breath; hi—certainly; te— Your,

TRANSLATION

Moreover, O Lord, the repetition of Your appearance is the
desire for all kinds of initiation. Your neck is the place for three
desires, and Your tusks are the result of initiation and the end of
all desires. Your tongue is the prior activities of initiation, Your
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head is the fire without sacrifice as well as the fire of worship, and
Your living forces are the aggregate of all desires.

TEXT 38
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somas tu retah savandny avasthitih
saristha-vibhedds tava deva dhatavah
satrani sarvani sarira-sandhis
tvarh sarva-yajfia-kratur isti-bandhanah

somah tu retah—Your semen is the sacrifice called soma; savandni—
ritualistic performances of the morning; avasthitih—different statuses
of bodily growth; samstha-vibhedah—seven varieties of sacrifices;
tava— Your; deva—O Lord; dhdtavah—ingredients of the body such as
skin and flesh; satrani—sacrifices performed over twelve days; sar-
vani—all of them; sarira—the bodily; sandhih—joints; tvam—Your
Lordship; sarva—all; yajia—asoma sacrifices; kratuh—soma sacri-
fices; isti—the ultimate desire; bandhanah—attachment.

TRANSLATION

O Lord, Your semen is the sacrifice called soma-yajiia. Your
growth is the ritualistic performances of the morning. Your skin
and touch sensations are the seven elements of the agnigtoma
sacrifice. Your bodily joints are symbols of various other sacrifices
performed in twelve days. Therefore You are the object of all
sacrifices called soma and asoma, and You are bound by yajiias
only.

PURPORT

There are seven kinds of routine yajiias performed by all followers of
the Vedic rituals, and they are called agnistoma, atyagnistoma, uktha,
sodasi, vdjapeya, atirdtra and dptorydma. Anyone performing such
yajiias regularly is supposed to be situated with the Lord. But anyone
who is in contact with the Supreme Lord by discharging devotional ser-
vice is understood to have performed all different varieties of yajiias.

TEXT 39
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namo namas te 'khila-mantra-devatd-
dravydya sarva-kratave kriydtmane

vairagya-bhaktyatmajayanubhavita-
jiidndya vidyd-gurave namo namah

namah namah—obeisances unto You; te—unto You, who are
worshipable; akhila—all-inclusive; mantra—hymns; devata—the
Supreme Lord; dravydya—unto all ingredients for performing
sacrifices; sarva-kratave—unto all kinds of sacrifices; kriyd-dtmane—
unto You, the supreme form of all sacrifices; vairdgya—renunciation;
bhaktya—by devotional service; atma-jaya-anubhdvita—perceivable by
conquering the mind; jignaya—such knowledge; vidyd-gurave—the
supreme spiritual master of all knowledge; namah namah—again I offer
my respectful obeisances.

TRANSLATION

O Lord, You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead and are
worshipable by universal prayers, Vedic hymns and sacrificial in-

gredients. We offer our obeisances unto You. You can be realized
by the pure mind freed from all visible and invisible material con-
tamination. We offer our respectful obeisances to You as the
supreme spiritual master of knowledge in devotional service.

PURPORT

The qualification of bhakti, or devotional service to the Lord, is that
the devotee should be free from all material contaminations and desires.
This freedom is called vairdgya, or renouncement of material desires.
One who engages in devotional service to the Lord according to regula-
tive principles is automatically freed from material desires, and in that
pure state of mind one can realize the Personality of Godhead. The Per-
sonality of Godhead, being situated in everyone's heart, instructs the
devotee regarding pure devotional service so that he may ultimately
achieve the association of the Lord. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita
(10.10) as follows:

tesdrn satata-yuktandm
bhajatarn priti-parvakam

dadami buddhi-yogam tari
yena mam upayanti te

“To one who constantly engages in the devotional service of the Lord
with faith and love, the Lord certainly gives the intelligence to achieve
Him at the ultimate end.”

One has to conquer the mind, and one may do it by following the Vedic
rituals and by performing different types of sacrifice. The ultimate end
of all those performances is to attain bhakti, or the devotional service of
the Lord. Without bhakti one cannot understand the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. The original Personality of Godhead or His innu-
merable expansions of Visnu are the only objects of worship by all the
Vedic rituals and sacrificial performances.

TEXT 40
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damstragra-kotya bhagavams tvaya dhrta
virgjate bhidhara bhah sa-bhiidhara

yatha vanén nihsarato data dhrtd
matan-gajendrasya sa-patra-padmini

damstra-agra—the tips of the tusks; kotyd—by the edges;
bhagavan—OQ Personality of Godhead; tvayd—by You; dhrtd—sus-
tained; virdjate—is so beautifully situated; bhia-dhara—O lifter of the
earth; bhith—the earth; sa-bhiidhard—with mountains; yathd—as
much as; vandt—from the water; nihsaratah—coming out; datd—by
the tusk; dhrtd—captured; matam-gajendrasya—infuriated elephant;
sa-patra—with leaves; padmini—the lotus flower.

TRANSLATION

O lifter of the earth, the earth with its mountains, which You
have lifted with Your tusks, is situated as beautifully as a lotus
flower with leaves sustained by an infuriated elephant just coming
out of the water.

PURPORT

The fortune of the earth planet is praised because of its being
specifically sustained by the Lord: its beauty is appreciated and compared
to that of a lotus flower situated on the trunk of an elephant. As a lotus
flower with leaves is very beautifully situated, so the world, with its
many beautiful mountains, appeared on the tusks of the Lord Boar.

(continued in next issue)
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NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive S.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—=8957 77th Ave., TSN 2N7/ (403) 468-5119
Halifax, Nova Scotia—2350 Agricola St., B3K 4B6/ (902) 423-4607
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie 1X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Gatherine West, H3B 1B2/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C,—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9728
FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Saranigati-dhima)—Box 99, VOK 1A0
RESTAURANT

Ottawa—The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460

U.S.A.

Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ I6l4} 591-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N. E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Bl.lti.mome, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Camnswlle, 21228/ (301) 744-9537
Bnulder. Cnlondu—‘}l? Pleasant St., 80302/ (303) 444-7005

72 Commy Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
CIgull, Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis No. 42, m625f (B09) 746-9829
Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave. 60626!(3]2} 973-0900
Cincinnati, Ohio—119 W. McMillan St,, 45219/ (513) 861-2506
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—379 W. 8th Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Flushing, New York—51-14 Kissena Blvd., 11355/ (718) 961-4851
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5222
Gainesville, Florida—1417/1419 N.W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904) 375-2884
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1320 W. 34th St. 77018/ (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Lutz, Florida—5507 Taylor Rd., 33549/ (813) 963-6434
Miami, Florida—1601 S. W. 20th St. (mail: P.O. Box 1813, 32790)
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6725
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhom St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) 855-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich Ave., Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
Orlando, Houdn—ﬁﬁ? Mmel St., 32789/ (305] 628-5452
Philadel 51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Pw\rldenc:. Rhode lﬂland—zﬂ- Preston St., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63 IOSJ' (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand A\-‘e,. Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhaktivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: F.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
‘Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklah (New Kuruk )—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Cnrriem, Mississippi (New Tl]nvnn)-——Rnule 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gai ille, Florida.(New R reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Greenfield, Illinois—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Muréri-sevaka
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krgnaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Port Rnynl Pennsylvania (Giti-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dmely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May—Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—]agannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND I.RELAND
Belfast, Northern Irel klands, 140 Upper D y Lane, Dy 621757

)—Murari Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331

International Society for

CENTERS AROU

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

Dublin, Ireland—Blackcastle Organic Farm, Navan, County Meath/ 21751

London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-3662

London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Warford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244

FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Knp-n.lpd}—&)unw Cork
Lake Island of Inis Rath—Li County h, Northern Ireland/ 21512

London, England — (contact Bh:l'kuvedama Manol)
RESTAURANTS

Belfast, Nothern Ireland—Govinda's, 18/19 Shaftsbury Square/ 246405
Dublin, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2/ 791648
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./(01) 437-3662
ITALY
Bﬂl’i—\ha Nazmnal: 10A, Palese (Bﬁ] 70057/ (080) 321428
Via 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vindivana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Keizersgrache 94/ (020) 24-94-10
.t\d:em. Gneu—ﬁhakuvtdanm Culrural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
gen, Norway 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05}2905 45
C h D k—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
mdlngen. Switzerdand—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Dudmgm (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Gathenburg, Sweden—Govinda's, Viistra Hamngatan 20, 41117 Géthenburg/ (031) 116166
Grddinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gird, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151
I'l:l.ll.n]d Flnhnd—Gwmdas Iaa!umnkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Hei fi Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Paris, anoe—Chat:Au d’ Ermenmw!l:. 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Sepwn, Belmu.m—(.‘haueau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Fridl 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Strasbourg, France—2 rue Sellenick, 67000 Strasbourg/ 16 (88) 25 50 33
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Zirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32-79

FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. G y (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsithha-Ksetra)—
(contact Heidelberg)

Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gird, 15300 Jama/ (46) 755-52068

Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Miyipur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

RESTAURANT
Paris—L’arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O. Box 235, Kingswood )/
(08) 2720488
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 3791996
Cairns—~69 Spence St., Caimns, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre,
Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 518601
Canberra—19 State Circle, Forrest (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/
(062) 953774
Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579)/ (002) 234569
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.O. Box 125, Albert Park, Victoria)/ (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. Box 2766, Sydney 2001)/
(02) 926164
Perth—590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W. A.
6005)/ (09) 3289171
Surfer’s Paradise— 2295 Gold Coast Highway, Surfer's Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ (075) 501642
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/ (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: P.O. Box 157, w{ndsm N.S. w 1?65," (045) T5523‘1
Murwillumbah (New G —“E lla,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Bm( 687)/ (066) 723047
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ (08} 2237726
Brisbane—Food for Life, 252 Gcorg: St., Brisbane, Q'land

Cairns—Gopal’s (at ISKCON Caimns)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Vic. 3000/(03) 631578
Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St., Vic. 3000/ (03) 622800

Surfer’s Paradise—Healthy, Weallhy. and Wise, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Q'land 4217
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta, N.S.W. 2150/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St., King's Cross, N.S.W. 2011
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NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
{n\all R. D 2, Kumeu, Au;klindlf‘lllSO?S
, New Zi d—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ (3) 61965
[.ablu, Fljl-—-Delallahasa (mail: Box 133)/ 82912
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Bux 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ 9424
Suva, Pijl—-PO Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391- 282
Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St. (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 850876
RESTAURANT
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ (9) 34885
Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr. — Yasawa St. & Naviti St./ 62990
Suva, Fiji—Cnr. — Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve Bank)/ 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Acera, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Benin City, Nigeria—Karo Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢/fo Yuh Laban N]t.cs!h Pand T, VHS)
Durban (Nau[}. S, Afncl—PO Box 56003, Chatsworth, 4030/ (31) 435-815
n, Nig Oba Akintoba St., opp. Unibadan (mail: P.O. Box 9996 U.1.)
Johannesburg, South Africa—“Misty Hllls Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl.), 1747)/ (11) 666-2716
Kitwe, Zambia—P.O. Box 20242
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mol i1
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mo:iiasa]f 312248

Meafalil

ional Airport E

DO &,! 69 WL L
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni C'l.ose off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan 5t.), G.R.A. 1l
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria— | Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil

RESTAURANT
Mauritius—Govinda's, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bornes/ 42409
ASIA
INDIA

Assam-Agartala Rd., B lipur, 799001
Ahﬂed.hd Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
N.H. 8-B, Surend (ciry ofﬁce 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003)

Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499

Bhub , Orissa—National Highway No. 5 Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

(Jnmlignh Ptmjnl:—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Scctnr 36- B 160 036/ 44634

Chhaygh (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas S P.O. Chhaygharia,

Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Kong)

Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 [zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Kryna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ 83254
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Getilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031)223-2776
Brasflia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ (061) 553-1173
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, Itaguati
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Goiania, GO—Rua 104 Bloco 14, Setor Sul
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro
Pindamonhangaba, SP—Av. Cel. Fernando Prestes, 405
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim
Recife, PE—Rua Maria Digna Camneiro, 6960, Candeias, Jaboatao
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, R]—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Antonio Bento, 92
Siio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, lpiranga (mail: C. P. 4855/ 63-1674
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod

FMM COM:MUN'ITIES

Pi , SP (New Gokula)
quiabhuml—(mntact ISKCON Rio)

MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514, Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.E 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda’s Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ 548-9313
Monterrey—Calle Casas Grandes, No. 320-A (second floor), Col. Mitras Centro/ 483600
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelta, Mlch
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebel No. 784, F /50759

FARM COMMUNITY

Tulancinge, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)—(contact Mexico City)

PERU

Arequipa—]erusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dlos 285 Alrosf 222353
Chosi Parque Ec 122
Hmuyn—(cmmt ISKCON Lima)
Lima—Avenida San Martin 135, Barranco/ 670405
Lima, Peru—Jiron Junin No. 415/ 289491
Trujillo—Bolivar 738

FARM COMMUNITY
Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DFTO, De San Martin

RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Chosica— (at [SKCON Chosica)
Cuzco—Calle Espdderos 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Lima—Av. Grau 137, Barranco
Li Av. Schell 634, Miraflores

Riberao Grande/ (0122) 42-2466

T

PS. Bongncm Dist. 24 Pargonas
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd.. 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 00
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kllpauk G-ardcn Rmd Madras 600 010/ 662286
lllﬂpm, W. 1—Sh ree Ma ‘I o Ch laya Mandir, P.O. Shree Miyipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

idim Rd.
Nagpur, Maharashtra— 70, Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ 33513
Ne" Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058
Maharash Hare Krsna , across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Pluu., BJ]ur—Ra]endxa Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ 50765
Peta-Kakani, Andhra Pradesh—Guntur District”
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.
Silchar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silichar— 788004, Cachar District
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395005/ 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T. C. 24/1485, WC Hosplml Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 68197
Vrindivan, U P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Miyipur, W. Bengal—(contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (ar Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindiivan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER CO

ia—]Jalan S

Bali, 1 17, Renon, Dy

Bangkok, Thli]and—DS‘ Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488

Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caimanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hath
{city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong/ 20-2219)

Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325

Hong Knng—S Homantin St., Flat 23, Kowlmf 3-7122630

Jakarta, I Yayasan Kesad: Kpna Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301

Kathmandu, Nepal—5Sri Kunj Kamaladif 2-16368

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ 730172

Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410

il 108

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogotl Colombia—Carrera 44A, No. 22D-bis-57/ 269-3118
Aires, A i Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenog Aires
Cali, Colnm'hu—A\renuia 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
la—Calle Val, y con Callején Wash., Quinta “Mamé Vieja," El Parafsof 461-6559
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland ParU (B09) 42- 31209
Cochlblmha, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
C...... Nongiien, 588/ 23150

(“ doba, A M ideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262229
Crab d Creek, G y Grant 1303, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, Ecuad Pje. Pauc ba & Gral. Veintimilla Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ (07) 82-93-58

Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (between Carchi & Tulcan)/ 36-16-47

La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460, (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ 783556

Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar

Montevideo, Uruguay—Pablo de Maria 1427

Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070

Quito, Ecuad Carron 641 A / 520466

San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)

San Salvador, El Salvador— Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile— Manuel Carvalln ??1 Nunoa/ 392734

Santo Domil blic—Calle C

Triniﬂ.ﬂdlnd"'“_ West Indie Prabt

FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilicala)—(contact Guayaquil)

Rodriguez No. 254
pad Ave., Longdenville, Ct

Guvm—Seawell Vllla,ge, Catenqrne East Berbice
San S d I a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpto. de La L\bc'mad
RESTAURANTS

Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

If you’re a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they’re for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they’re not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, check with the gift store at
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some
of these schools are now prepared to accept
students from outside their local communi-
ties. Here’s your opportunity to give your
child a strong spiritual foundation, in addition
to standard academic knowledge.

For more information, write to Sri Rima
dasa, ISKCON Gurukula Education Office,
Almviks Gird, 15300 Jarna, Sweden.

Tired of media stereotypes of the Hare Krsna
movement? Want to understand who the Hare
Krsna people really are and what they're
about? Then read Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna:
Five Distinguished Scholars on the Krishna
Movement in the West, a collection of inter-
views with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn, Thomas
Hopkins, A.L. Basham, and Srivatsa Goswami
conducted by the book’s editor, Steven J.
Gelberg, the Hare Krsna movement’s director
for interreligious affairs. Together, these dia-
logues shed much light on relevant historical,
sociological, psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement. This book
will help you understand the logic and appeal
of the Hare Krsna movement.
276 pages, softbound.
Order from a bookstore or check the gift
shop of the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, one of the present spiritual masters
in the Hare Krsna movement. The authorof a
six-volume biography of Srila Prabhupada,
he continues to produce essays, poems, and
other writings for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publications, write
The Gita-nagari Press, P.O. Box 149, Line
Lexington, PA 18932.

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back

to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they're realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you’re married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you’ll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20-21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paramananda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural center—Hare
Krishna Land, in beautiful Juhu Beach. A
short ride from the Bombay airports, Hare
Krishna Land features a gorgeous traditional
Krsna temple, together with a multistory
modern guesthouse, Govinda’s pure vegetarian
prasadam restaurant, musical and theatrical
performances in the 425-seat auditorium, and
a sublime atmosphere of spiritual realization
in the association of Krsna's devotees.

For further information, inquire at your local
ISKCON center or get directly in touch with
ISKCON in Bombay.

Radio KHQN, ISKCON'’s Utah station, of-
fers taped, serialized programs. Each series
consists of from thirty to one hundred half-
hour programs and is based on ISKCON pub-
lications and the Vedic literature. Programs
include such topics as Krsna, Srila Prabhupada,
Mahabharata, Ramayana, plus programs on
diet, reincarnation, science, abortion, and is-
sues of the day. A demo is available for $1.50
that includes samples of each series. Cost is
$3.00 per sixty-minute tape (postage paid in
U.S. only). Write KHON, P.O. Box 379,
Spanish Fork, UT 84660, or call (801) 798-3559.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let
us know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve

months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about
the meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Sridhara
(July 22 -August 19)

July 24—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhagavan dasa Goswami Gurudeva, one of
the present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

July 26—Gita-nagari Ratha-yatra. Call (717)
527-4101. Montreal Ratha-yatra. Call (514)
521-1301.

August 1—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
beans and grains.

August 2—Vancouver Ratha-yatra. Call (604)
433-9728.

August 4—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Jagadisa Goswami, one of the present spiri-
tual masters in the Hare Krsna movement.

August 16—Pavitraropani Ekadasi. Fasting
from beans and grains. Also, Los Angeles
Ratha-yatra. Call (213)836-2676.

August 17—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Rapa Gosvami, one of the chief literary
disciples of Lord Caitanya.

August 19—Appearance anniversary of Lord
Balarama, Lord Krsna's elder brother. Fast-
ing till moonrise. Also, the end of Jhulana-
yatra. Also, the start of the second month of
Caturmasya. Fasting from yogurt.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 20-September 18)

August 27—Sri Krsna Janmastami-vrata, the
appearance anniversary of Lord Krsna. Fast-
ing till midnight. Devotees celebrate by re-
counting Krsna's glories and presenting Him
gifts. Call your local Hare Krsna center for
details.

August 28—Appearance anniversary of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the founder-dcarya of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness.
Fasting till noon. Devotees mark this day
with personal remembrances.

August 31—Annada Ekada$l. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, the appearance an-
niversary of Srila Gopala Krsna Goswami
Bhagavatapada, one of the present spiritual
masters in the Hare Krspa movement.

September 7—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada, one
of the present spiritual masters in the Hare
Krsna movement.

September 9—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sitadevi, consort of Sri Advaita
Acarya. Also, the appearance anniversary of
S$rimati Lalita-devi, foremost of the cowherd
girlfriends of Srimati Radharani.




Cuenca, Ecuador— ISKCON devotees re-
cently opened a restaurant here in this

» large and important tourist city. The pur-
pose of the restaurant, known as Govin-
da’s, is to distribute prasadam (vegetarian
food prepared for and offered to Lord
Krsna). Distributing prasadam is a power-
ful, transcendental means of spiritualiz-
ing society. Govinda’s is the city’s first
purely vegetarian restaurant.

Govinda’s Restaurant Opens in Ecuador

A h‘.‘ i"'.

Karnamrta-devi dasi serves prasadam to guests at Govinda's Restaurant in Cuenca, Ecuador.

PR

The devotees offer a standard menu of
soy burgers, yogurt with fruit, milkshakes,
vegetable curries, and sweets, as well as
Brazilian, Chinese, and Italian cuisine.

Ecuadorian-born Mohana Vilasa dasa,
who manages both the temple and the res-
taurant, says the restaurant draws many
European and American tourists. They
enjoy the fine food in a peaceful atmo-

sphere and derive great spiritual benefit.

Australian Devotees Send Plea to Soviet Premier

Sydney, Australia—ISKCON devotees re-
cently held a demonstration in front of
the Russian Consulate here to draw atten-
tion to the plight of Hare Krsna devotees
in the Soviet Union. The demonstrators
included fifteen children from the So-
ciety’s school (gurukula) in Murwillum-
bah, New South Wales.

The event attracted national press cov-
erage, including four television networks
and representatives of Australia’s leading
newspapers. After a press conference held
by Cittahari dasa (ISKCON'’s regional
secretary for New South Wales and
Queensland), two gurukula boys re-
leased twenty-five white doves, one for
each imprisoned devotee in the USSR.

Australia’s leading daily newspaper, The
Australian, ran an article by the nation’s

most respected religious writer, James S.
Murray. In the article, “Hare Krishnas
Victims of Soviet Wrath,” Mr. Murray
wrote, “The movement has brought KGB
investigation and has led to interroga-
tions, raids on meetings, physical vio-
lence, and eventual confinement of
Krishna devotees in labor camps, psy-
chiatric hospitals, and prisons. . . . The
authenticated material supporting their
claims [of persecution] is impressive.”
Mr. Murray wenton to describe the cases
of two Russian Hare Krsna devotees. Ana-
toli Pinyayev, Srila Prabhupada’s first
Russian disciple, is now imprisoned in a
special psychiatric hospital in Smolensk,
where he is administered heavy, pro-
longed doses of the drug galoperidol, re-

sulting in a deteriorating physical and

mental condition. Olga Kiseleva, im-
prisoned for being a Hare Krsna devotee,
gave birth to a daughter while in prison.
Eleven months later the child was dead,
owing to poor conditions of the prison.
“She [Olga] remains separated from her
husband and their two children for the
offense of obeying her conscience and
wanting to chant the holy names of God,”
Mr. Murray writes.

Two gurukula boys, Prahlada and Ra-
mana, wrote a letter to Soviet Premier
Mikhail Gorbachev. Prahlada read the
letter on prime-time national television
news, capturing the hearts of millions of
Australians. The letter appeared in five
newspapers and in Australia’s People
magazine, which interviewed Prahlada
and Ramana.

Ramana (eleven) and Prahlada (twelve)
asked Mr. Gorbachev to let them meet
him in Moscow. “For a long time now,”
the boys wrote, “we have wanted to visit
your country, but we are a little scared
about the things we have heard about
Russia. We have heard some terrible things
about what is happening to the parents of
Hare Krsna children. ... We don’t think
you would like it if you were punished for
a beliefyou have.” The boys told Mr. Gor-
bachev they would like to go to Russia and
meet children, maybe even his own, to
show there was no harm in the Hare Krsna
life-style. The boys ended by expressing
their concern about the nuclear disaster
in Chernobyl.

Prahlada dasa (left) and Ramana dasa with
their letter to Soviet Premier Gorbachev.
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IN PURSUI'T Ol

For those who think
perfection is unattainable, the
Vedic literature says think again.

by NAGARATA DASA

24 BACK TO GODHEAD

laims of perfection generally draw

skeptical responses. I saw a bumper
sticker that read “Christians Aren’t Per-
fect, Just Forgiven,” implying that if we
claim to be perfect no one will believe it. It
seems the old adage “Nobody’s perfect”
is as popular today as ever. Yet despite

-
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3
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I

popular opinion, the Vedic literature as-
sures us we can indeed become perfect.
Ordinarily we say that something is per-
fectwhen it does what it is supposed to do.
A nutmay fit a bolt perfectly. A certain gift
may be the perfect one for a friend—one
that genuinely satisfies him. Or we may



|

have just eaten the perfect chili pepper—
hot!

The example of the chili pepper helps
illustrate the Vedic idea of perfection. The
chili is supposed to be hot. You might say
that to be hotisits function, the reason for
its existence. In Sanskrit the function or

intrinsic qualities of an object are said to
be its dharma. Thus something is perfect
when it displays its dharma, when its ac-
tivity is consistent with its constitutional
character.

We also have a dharma, an activity we
are inherently meant to do. The Vedic

F PERFECTION

Spiritual life begins with initiation by a
bona fide spiritual master. Here, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada accepts an
aspiring devotee as his disciple. The
initiate receives sacred beads and vows
to chant the Hare Krsna mahad-mantra
a prescribed number of times daily.
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literature explains this by firstclearing up
any misconceptions we may have about
our identity. Without knowing who we
are, knowing what we are meant to do is
impossible. The Vedic literature reveals to
us our eternal identity as an infinitesimal
spirit soul. We are all tiny parts of the
unlimited supreme spirit soul, Lord Sri
Krsna. Since we are subordinate parts of
God our constitutional function is to serve
Him. The Vedic literature further states
that the pure spirit soul originally and
naturally serves God in the mood of un-
alloyed love. The dharma of the living
entity, therefore, is to engage in pure de-
votional service to the Supreme Lord.

Now, does this agree with our everyday
experience? Well, don’t we all want to love
someone? And don’t we all want to be
loved in return? A boy wants to love a girl,
and a girl wants to love a boy. We love our
children, our parents, our community, our
nation, all of humanity. We even see that
those who cannot express their love to
other people often live with pets and invest
their love in them. The desire to love is
intrinsic. It comes from deep within and
cannot be checked. And intrinsic to love
is service. No one can claim to love without
serving the loved one.

Consider the reasonableness of the Vedic
declaration thatwe are meant to love and
serve God. We feel a driving need to love
and serve, but we do not find satisfaction
in the temporal relationships of this world
despite our honest endeavors to love and
serve. Our attempts to express love and
service in the limited, temporary relation-
ships of this world are destined to fail
because our love is specifically meant for
God. By trying to satisfy our loving pro-
pensity independent of God, we re-
main imperfect.

The perfection of human life, therefore,
is to attain to the stage of pure devotional
service to Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. And there is a way to reach
that stage. The Vedic literature describes
not only the process for attaining perfec-
tion but also the various levels of perfec-
tion along the way.

The Vedas emphatically and unequivo-
cally declare that the process for advanc-
ing from our condition of materially con-
taminated consciousness to the exalted
state of pure consciousness, wherein one
serves God with spontaneous, unadulter-
ated love, is the chanting of the holy names
of God:

harer nama harer ndma
harer namaiva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nasty eva
ndsty eva gatir anyatha

“In the present Age of Kali, the age of
quarrel and hypocrisy, the only means of
deliverance is chanting the holy name of
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the Lord. There is no other way. There is
no other way. There is no other way.”
(Brhan-naradiya Purana)

When Krsna descended five hundred
years ago as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
His specific purpose was to inaugurate
the sankirtana movement—a movement
meant to purify anyone who adopts the
simple process of chanting the holy names
of God. Lord Caitanya especially recom-
mended the chanting of Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. Not only did He spread the chant-
ing of Hare Krsna all over India, He also
empowered His disciples to continue His
mission.

Although Lord Caitanya was widely
renowned as a scholar, He did not write
any books. He left the task of presenting
the philosophical and scriptural basis of
the Hare Krsna movement to His intimate
disciples. Foremost among His disciples

Sometimes one who
is not free from
material desires may
imitate the ecstasy of
an advanced devotee.
Don’t be fooled.
Spiritual ecstasy does
not come cheaply.

was Ropa Gosvami, an erudite scholar
and former minister in the government of
West Bengal. In his treatise on the science
of Krsna consciousness, entitled Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, Ropa Gosvami elabo-
rately described the stages through which
one passes as he progresses in spiritual
life to the ultimate perfection of pure love
of God.

Ripa Gosvami, after a scrutinizing
analysis of the vast library of Vedic lit-
eratures, defined nine steps to perfection:
1) preliminary faith, 2) association with
devotees of the Lord, 3) engaging in regu-
lated devotional activities, 4) becoming
free from sinful habits, 5) remaining steady
in self-realization, 6) acquiring a taste for
hearing about the Supreme Lord, 7) attach-
ment for Krsna consciousness, 8) ecstasy,
and 9) pure love of God.

Byunderstanding the characteristics of
these nine levels of realization, the can-
didate for spiritual perfection can con-
tinually monitor his or her advancement.

The aspirant will also be able to deter-
mine who, among those claiming to love
God, exhibits the symptoms of God
realization.

Each level of spiritual advancement
warrants elaborate description, but for
our present purpose we will simply ex-
plain the prominent characteristics.

The first level of realization is called
Sraddha, or the point at which one has a
little faith that the spiritual path may be
the solution to the problems of life. As we
previously explained, the soul’s innate
craving for fulfillment in love can never
be satisfied in the material world. No mat-
ter how hard we try to be happy, we will
inevitably meet with frustration. Realiz-
ing the futility of material life, the intelli-
gentand sincere soul will become attracted
to the spiritual path.

One who has awakened his attraction
to spiritual life, one who possesses a small
degree of faith, will naturally want to as-
sociate with those who have already pro-
gressed to advanced stages of realization.
Sadhu-sanga, associating with saintly peo-
ple, is the second stage. If one is sincere,
then Lord Krsna, who knows everyone’s
heart, will direct one to other sincere
souls.

In the association of devotees one hears
spiritual truth, receives spiritual instruc-
tion, develops a stronger faith in the Lord
and in the process of Krsna conscious-
ness, and prepares to make lifelong vows
and to receive formal initiation from a
bona fide spiritual master. The Vedic lit-
erature declares that one who wants to
advance in spiritual life must accept a
spiritual master. If one wants to learn some
mundane subject, one requires a teacher.
Certainly to even hope to understand
supramundane subject matter, one re-
quires the guidance of a God-realized
spiritual master.

In the third stage one accepts a spiritual
master and begins to follow his instruc-
tions. This stage is called bhajana-kriya. It
is generally understood that one’s spiritual
life actually begins at the point of initia-
tion. “Initiation,” of course, means “begin-
ning.” Atthe time of initiation the disciple
begins a new life, regulated by the spiri-
tual master, a life that will enable him to
advance surely and steadily toward the
final goal.

Developing pure love of God is some-
thing like cultivating a plant. At the time
of initiation the spiritual master gives the
seed of the plant that will one day bear as
its fruit pure love of God. Just as a gar-
dener must prepare the earth before seed-
ing it, the disciple must have already
prepared his heart (by developing faith
and by associating with devotees) to re-
ceive the seed of spiritual life at initiation.
Now he must give the tender seedling of



devotion regular care, hearing and chant-
ing about Krsna and following the direc-
tions of the spiritual master.

The bona fide spiritual master initiates
the candidate into the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra. Chanting Hare Krsna
is itself sufficient for self-realization; how-
ever, one must chant properly, without
offenses. One waters the delicate devo-
tional plant by chanting Hare Krsna, but
one must simultaneously pull the weeds:
material desires, offenses against devo-
tees, offenses against the holy name. The
continual guidance of the spiritual mas-
ter is essential to insure that the disciple
applies the process correctly and thus
makes steady advancement.

The fourth stage is called anartha-nivritih,
freedom from all materialistic pursuits.
This has nothing to do with repression,
but is a natural stage in spiritual evolu-
tion. When one regularly chants the Hare
Krsna mantra and follows the program of
spiritual activities prescribed by the spiri-
tual master, one’s material desires will
undoubtedly diminish. Initiates in the
Krsna consciousness movement vow to
refrain from meat-eating, illicit sexual re-
lations, intoxication, and gambling. Thus
they immediately shun sinful habits and,
by the potency of chanting Hare Krsna,
gradually purge the desire to commiteven

the smallest sins.

Unless one is completely pure, under-
standing God will notbe possible, what to
speak of entering a loving relationship
with Him. God is the supreme pure; to
associate with Him we must also become
pure. A genuine religious process must
have the power to purify one of the ten-
dency to sin.

The fifth stage is called nistha, steadi-
ness. When one is freed from sinful habits,
spiritual advancement is rapid and steady.
Only when one abandons all desire to act
independently of the order of the Lord
can he attain steadiness in self-realization.
If one’s consciousness is not free of ma-
terial desire, he will sometimes become
distracted from his spiritual pursuit. One
onthe platfom of nistha has firm faith that
the single act of perfecting his devotional
service to Krsna will certainly fulfill all
his desires. Therefore, he is not disturbed
by the desire to perform extraneous
activities.

Due to his full faith in Krsna, the steadily
devoted soul acquires a taste for Krsna
consciousness. This tasteis called ruci, the
sixth stage of advancement. The tran-
scendental taste of Krsna consciousness
is far greater than any taste within our
worldly experience. Krsna is the reservoir
of all sublime tastes, and as one begins to

reawaken his relationship with Krsna, he
relishes those tastes with ever-increasing
pleasure. One highly advanced devotee
has revealed the depth of spiritual plea-
sure available in Krsna consciousness by
declaring:

Since I have begun to enjoy the transcen-
dental exchanges of love with Krsna, which
are always newer and newer, whenever I
remember the pleasure of past sexual ac-
tivities, my lips curl and I wish to spit on
the idea.

Although sexual pleasure is generally
considered the highest pleasure in ma-
terial life, the devotee who has attained
the stage of ruci finds it repulsive.

The devotee savors such great pleasure
in Krsna consciousness that he naturally
becomes increasingly attached to Krsna.
That attachment is the seventh level of
spiritual realization, called asakti.

It is the nature of pleasurable objects
that one becomes attached to them. In
material life this attachment causes great
anguish, because we inevitably separate
from the objects of our attachment. The
devotee who has attained the seventh level
of realization need not fear separation
from the object of his attachment, because
that object is Krsna, who is ever existing
and ever present. A devotee who is

(continued on page 30)

THE
SUNDAY
FEAST

What's multicolored,
multicourse, carefully
prepared from the purest,
freshest vegetarian
ingredients, mildly
seasoned with herbs and
spices, offered to Lord
Krsna with love and
devotion, and served free
to all comers in a blissful,
genial atmosphere until no
one can eat another bite?
For the answer, visit your
local Hare Krsna center
(see pages 20-21) every
Sunday afternoon. And
come hungry.
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

The Master and the Memorizer

A student of cooking learns that a cook and a
recipe tester are not the same thing.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

! I ‘en years ago when I was learning to
cook, I would go into the kitchen

each morning after breakfast armed with
several recipes written by my teacher,
Yamuna-devi dasi, take a deep breath, say
some prayers to my spiritual master and
Lord Krsna, and begin to test the recipes.
As it turned out, the recipes weren't the
only thing tested.

Since I knew little about cooking, I was
like a blank slate for Yamuna. I quickly
learned from her that turmeric was a bright
yellow powder that stained my apron and
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that mustard seeds were small, round, and
black and went everywhere when I spilled
them. But other things took more time
to learn.

I remember intensely studying the jars
of urad and moong dal, trying to tell one
from the other—I was too embarrassed to
ask Yamuna again which was which. Was
cumin brownish-gray and fennel greenish,
or was it the other way around? And then
there were the measurements. How many
teaspoons in a tablespoon, tablespoons in
a quarter cup, ounces in a pound? Toward

the end of the morning I was so dazed by
the mental exertion that I generally forgot
if I had salted a dish or not. By twelve
o’clock both the dishes and the cook
were finished.

We would make a lunch offering to Sri
Sri Radha-Vanavihari, the Deities of
Radha-Krsna Yamuna was worshiping,
and then sit down together for lunch.

In one month I had tested almost two
hundred recipes. It was an educational
experience. Afterwards, however, a prob-
lem arose. When devotees heard that I
had been cookingunder Yamuna’s super-
vision, they assumed that I had become a
cook; they looked on me as Yamuna’s
protégée. My service took me many places,
and usually, at whatever temple I visited,
the devotees would assume [ was an expert
Vedic cook.

True, I could now tell urad from moong
and cumin from fennel (fennel is green-
ish), but I was a recipe tester, not a cook.
Give me a clear, comprehensive recipe,
the ingredients, and the equipment, and I
could make a reasonable facsimile of the
dish. But with no recipe—watch out!

A cook, on the other hand, can take
whatever ingredients and equipment are
available and make a tasty, balanced meal.
A cook can apply the principles and pro-
cedures of a tradition and make innova-
tive dishes that are still in keeping with
that tradition. A cook’s art is dynamic,
and no matter how much she knows, she’s
always keen to learn more. And she ap-
plies her expertise in unexpected and
pleasing ways.

Yamuna was the master, I was the memo-
rizer. After I left her small cottage in
southern Oregon, I was called upon to
make breakfast daily for a group of devo-
tees in the Los Angeles temple. Drawing
on my arsenal of Yamuna’s recipes, I as-
tonished myself and everyone else with
the results: boras, badas, wadas, upma, idlis,
dosas, sabjis, puris, parathas. But 1 also be-
gan to lament how much time it took me
each day to pick the recipes, gather the
ingredients, and prepare and serve the
meal.

Then, quite unexpectedly, my husband
and I were asked to open a temple in But-
tertown, a town in northern Malaysia. My
husband was the temple president, and
I—you guessed it—was the temple cook.
Although I thought I followed Yamuna'’s
recipes just as she had taught me, the
dishes never seemed to turn out quite right.
But I tried my best, offered the result be-
fore our small altar, and had the pleasure
of distributing krsna-prasadam to people
who had never before tasted it. They ap-
preciated it. We talked to many people
about Krsna consciousness and gave them
Srila Prabhupada’s books. Before long,
sixty guests were attending our Sunday

(continued on page 34)
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(Recipes from The Hare Krishna Book of 4 tomatoes, quartered

Vegetarian Cooking, by Adi-raja dasa)

Seasoned Okra Slices with Coconut
(Masala Bhindi Sabji)

Preparation time: 25 minutes
Servings: 4-6

1 pound fresh, tender okra

2 teaspoons ground coriander

1/2 teaspoon turmeric

1 pinch cayenne pepper

1 teaspoon salt

4 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter) or
vegetable oil

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

1/ teaspoon black mustard seeds

2 pinches asafetida

2 ounces grated coconut

112 tablespoons lemon juice

1 teaspoon sugar

1. Rinse the okra pods and pat them dry.
Cut off the two ends and slice the pods into
rounds % inch thick. (You cancut 2 or 3 pods
at the same time.) Put the slices in a mixing
bowl and sprinkle over them the turmeric,
cayenne pepper, salt, and ground coriander.
Toss the slices to coat them evenly with the
spices.

2. Heat halfthe ghee in a frying pan; drop in
-the cumin seeds and black mustard seeds.
Cover the pan for a moment to prevent the
mustard seeds from popping out. Then toss
in the asafetida and fry for a fewseconds. Add
as many of the seasoned okra as will fitin one
layer. You will probably have to fry them in 2
or 3 batches. You should have an idea of how
many batches it will take before you start
cooking, so that you can divide the ingre-
dients accordingly. Stir-fry each batch of okra
for 3 to 4 minutes, until the pods appear to
wiltand brown. Foreach batch, add a portion
of the sugar, a portion of the remaining ghee,
and a portion of the grated coconut. Keep fry-
ing and stirring until the pods turn reddish
brown and are very tender. Sprinkle the
lemon juice over them and offer to Krsna.

Sweet-and-Sour Vegetables
(Khati mithi sabji)

Preparation time: 40 minutes
Servings: 4-6

6 ounces tamarind

2 tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

2 tablespoons grated fresh ginger

2 green chilies, sliced

1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper

14 teaspoon asafetida

1 cup whey

4 ounces brown sugar

1 pineapple, trimmed and cubed

3 carrots, sliced

2 teaspoons mango powder

2 teaspoons paprika

2 teaspoons ground coriander

10 ounces panir (milk curd), pressed
and cubed

3 zucchinis, cubed

3 stalks celery, diced

2 teaspoons salt

4 potatoes, peeled, cubed, and deep-fried, or
3 green plantains, sliced

1. Start by making tamarind juice as fol-
lows: Tamarind is a bean pod of a tropical
tree. The brown pulp is scraped from the
pods, dried, and sold in packets. To use, re-
move the seeds from the pulp and tear or
chop the pulp into small pieces. Boil the pieces
in a small amount of water for about 10 min-
utes, or until the pieces of pulp soften and fall
apart. (Use about 2 cups of water to 8 ounces
of tamarind.) Then force as much of the pulp
as possible through a strainer, catching the
juice in a bowl. If tamarind is unavailable,
you can simulate its flavor by replacing it
with a mixture of lemon juice and brown
sugar.

2. Then make the masala as follows. Heat
the ghee in a large saucepan and fry the cumin
seeds, then the grated ginger and green chilies.
Next toss in the ground pepper and the asa-
fetida and fry for a few seconds more. Then
pour the whey into the masala and simmer for
a moment. Add the tamarind juice, brown
sugar, pineapple chunks, sliced carrots, man-
go powder, paprika, and ground coriander.
Allow it to boil and thicken, stirring occa-
sionally to prevent scorching.

3. Meanwhile, deep-fry the panir cubes un-
til light brown, and set them aside.

4. Add the zucchini to the masala, coverthe
pan, and cook until barely tender. Then add
the fried panir cubes, tomatoes, celery, and
salt. Stir well. If you are using sliced green
plantains, add them at this point. If you are
using fried potatoes, add them after the panir
cubes have soaked up some of the sauce and
become juicy. Cover the pan, and cook until
all the ingredients are tender. Offer it to

Krsna.

Plain White Rice
(Chawal)

Preparation time:
Steamed rice: 20 minutes
Boiled rice: 15 minutes
Servings: 4-6

10 ounces basmati or other good-quality
long-grain white rice

134 cups water

1 teaspoon salt

1 or 2 tablespoons ghee or butter

Steamed Rice

This method of cooking rice is the one
most often used in India. All the water, and
whatever flavoring may be added, is absorbed
into the rice. You will need a tight-fitting lid to
keep the steam from escaping. If too much es-
capes, the rice will not cook thoroughly.

If you want to flavor the rice, try adding one
of the following: a little lemon juice, a tiny
pinch of turmeric, a few raw cumin seeds, the
skin (not seeds) of a green chili, or a piece of
fresh ginger.

Wash the rice, soakit,and letitdrain. Bring

the water and salt to a full boil in a 3-quart
saucepan.

Heat the ghee in another saucepan over a
medium flame and fry the drained rice, stir-
ring for a minute or so to saturate the grains
evenly with the ghee. When the grains be-
come translucent, pour the boiling water into
the rice. Let the water come to a boil again.
Boil rapidly for 1 minute, stirring once to pre-
vent the rice from forming clumps. Cover
tightly. Turn the heat to the lowest setting and
cook for about 15 to 20 minutes (depending
on the type of rice you use), or until the rice
has absorbed all the water and is tender and
fluffy. Offer it to Krsna.

Boiled Rice

Boiling rice is the quickest way to cook rice.
This method is therefore especially useful
(but not essential) when the rice is to be mixed
with other ingredients. For this method, the
rice (washed or unwashed) is boiled in more
water than it can absorb; drain when done.

Bring 2 quarts of salted water to a boilin a
heavy-bottomed saucepan. Add the rice and
boil briskly for about 10 minutes. To tell if the
rice has cooked enough, withdraw a grain
from the water and squeeze it between your
thumb and forefinger. It should mash com-
pletely; the center should not be hard. If the
centeris still hard, boil the rice for a few more
minutes and test again. Drain the rice in a
colander, then put it into a serving bowl and
dot it with butter. Offer it to Krsna.

Tomato Chutney
(Tamatar chatni)

Preparation time: 40-50 minutes
Servings: 4-6

132 pounds tomatoes

4 tablespoons water

1 tablespoon ghee

1 tablespoon fresh ginger
2 or 3 fresh chilies, minced
3 cloves

4 bay leaves

1 cinnamon stick 2 inches long
1/ teaspoon cumin seeds

1 pinch asafetida

1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons brown sugar

1. Blanch the tomatoes, purée them with 4
tablespoons of water, and set them aside.Ina
medium-size saucepan, heat the ghee over a
medium flame and stir-fry the ginger and the
next five spices for 1 minute. Putthe tomatoes
in the saucepan with the asafetida and salt.
Mix with a wooden spoon, cover, and cook
over a low flame for 20 to 30 minutes, Stir
occasionally at first, then more often as the
chutney thickens, until there is hardly any
liquid in the pot.

2. Nowstirin the sugar and raise the flame.
With a quicker motion, stir the chutney for 5
minutes more, or until it has thickened to the
consistency of thick tomato sauce. Discard
the cloves, bay leaves, and cinnamon stick.
Transfer the chutney into a bowl. You can
offer it to Krsna as a dip for savories or along
with a meal.

\
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PERFECTION

(continued from page 27)

attached to Krgna will never give up Krsna
consciousness, for nothing can sway his
determination to serve his supremely at-
tractive master. Madhavendra Puri, an
eminent devotee of Lord Krsna, prays,

Let the sharp moralist accuse me of being
illusioned; I do not mind. Experts in the
Vedic activities may slander me as being
misled, friends and relatives may call me
frustrated, my brothers may call me a fool,
the wealthy mammonites may point me out
as mad, and the learned philosophers may
assert that I am much too proud. Still my
mind does not budge an inch from the de-
termination to serve the lotus feet of Krsna,
though I am unable to do it.

The pleasure experienced by the devotee
in the ruci stage gradually intensifies to
the point of overwhelming spiritual ec-
stasy, called bhdva, which is the eighth
level of transcendental realization. When
adevotee reaches this stage, certain symp-
toms indicative of transcendental ecstasy
appear in his body. Rupa Gosvami dis-
cusses eight symptoms: perspiration, be-
coming stunned, standing of the hairs on
end, faltering voice, trembling, changing

bodily color, tears, and devastation.

Sometimes one who has not advanced
through the preceding seven stages of re-
alization—one who is not even free from
material desires—may imitate the ecstasy
of an advanced devotee. Don’t be fooled.
Spiritual ecstasy does not come cheaply;
it is the result of dedicated practice of the
principles of Krsna consciousness for
many, many years.

The bhava stage is the preliminary stage
of love of God, because one’s love for
Krsna is almost mature. The ecstatic bodily
transformations mentioned above are evi-
dence of this, just as the lightening hori-
zon is evidence of the rising sun. An even
more reliable demonstration of the devo-
tee’s level of advancement can be seen in
his normal activities. Rupa Gosvami de-
scribes the standard of behavior for a devo-
tee absorbed in ecstatic love (bhdva) as
follows: 1) He is perseverant and forgiv-
ing. 2) He is concerned that no time is
wasted outside of devotional service to
Krsna. 3) He is detached from worldly
affairs. 4) He is free of false prestige. 5) He
has great hope for receiving Krsna's mercy.
6) He is intensely eager for Krsna's as-
sociation. 7) He chants Hare Krsna with
great relish. 8) He is attached to hearing

descriptions of the transcendental quali-
ties of the Lord. 9) He has deep affection
for those places where the Lord resides.

Having progressed through all subor-
dinate levels of spiritual realization, the
devotee finally reaches the stage of pure
love of God, known as prema. The great
spiritual teachers of the Vedic tradition
define prema as the stage in which one
invests all of his love in one object—
Krsna. At this ultimate level of spiritual
perfection, the devotee is fully liberated
from the influence of the material energy.
Although apparently existing within this
world, he is undeniably situated in the
spiritual world by dint of his complete
absorption in the name, form, qualities,
and pastimes of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. The fully matured devotee
has now completely reestablished his eter-
nal loving relationship with Krsna. He
has attained perfection.

Although perfection is rare, it is never-
theless possible. In this age especially, by
the inconceivable mercy of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, one can steadily and quick-
ly progress to the ultimate goal of life by
chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare
Riama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. o]

NIGHTMARE

(continued from page 13)

educated or illiterate, have one common
purpose: sense gratification. As long as
they remain our social, economic, politi-
cal, and intellectual leaders, life will con-
tinue to be fear-ridden. The plain and
simple truth is that even if we manage to
do away with the nuclear threat, we will
still not have peace and happiness for
long because the persons behind such
projects as Chernobyl and Three Mile
Island, in their unrelenting quest to bring

nature under their rule, will continue with
their “unbeneficial, horrible works.”

Does Krsna give a solution?

Yes. First, before we can achieve collec-
tive peace, we must have peace within
ourselves, for society can be only as peace-
ful as its members. Such peace cannot be
legislated. It requires a change of heart,
from material consciousness to Krsna con-
sciousness. However, once we have made
a commitment to effect this change in
ourselves, we can try to change the hearts
of others.

Krsna’s formula for this change is that

we acknowledge Him as the supreme bene-
ficiary of all sacrifices and austerities, the
Supreme Lord of all the planets, and the
actual benefactor and well-wisher of all
living entities. He assures us that a person
in such pure Krsna consciousness “attains
peace from the pangs of material mise-
ries.” Any solution short of a change of
heart, a relinquishing of material values
for spiritual ones, insures that the nuclear
nightmares or their equivalent will re-
main with us in one form or another, be-
cause the mentality behind them will still
be with us. e}

BLESSINGS

(continued from page 4)

visnu). One should know that his real self-
interest is to make progress toward Visnu,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. But
people do not know this. Why don’t they
know it? Because they hope for happiness
in this material world, which is impos-
sible to achieve. It is good to hope for
something that is possible, but if I hope
for something that is never possible, that
is foolishness.

We are a composition of the external
and internal energies of God. The exter-
nal energy consists of the gross material
body of earth, water, fire, air, and ether,
along with the subtle material body of
mind, ego, and intelligence. Behind both
gross and subtle material bodies is the
spiritual soul, part of God’s internal en-
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ergy.Justas yourbody canbe covered bya
shirt and coat, which are external to it, so
the spiritual soul is covered by the gross
and subtle material bodies.

You may think that simply by having a
nice shirt and coat you can be happy, but
isit possible? Unless you eat nicely, unless
you sleep nicely, unless you have your
sense gratification,will you be happy sim-
ply by putting on a nice shirt and coat?
No. That is not possible.

Similarly, it is not possible for the spirit
soul to be happy by adjusting Krsna’s
external, material energy. You are a spirit
soul. Therefore you must have spiritual
food, you must have a spiritual life; then
you can be happy. As you cannot be happy
simply by having a nice shirt and coat,
you cannot be happy simply by the ma-
terialistic way of life.

But in the modern civilization, people

are struggling very hard to be happy
through the manipulation of gross and
subtle matter. Gross matter includes high
skyscraper buildings, machines, factor-
ies, nice roads, good motorcars,and so on.
Subtle matterincludes such things as nice
songs, poetry, and philosophy. People are
trying to be happy with this gross and sub-
tle material existence, but it cannot be.
Why have people accepted this sort of
civilization? Because they areled by blind
leaders. That is why they’re reluctant to
hear about God. Though we are conduct-
ing this Krsna consciousness movement,
very few are interested. But suppose we
advertise some falsehood—"If you follow
this path, within six months you’ll be-
come God and you’ll be all-powerful.”
Many people would come. Such promises
are made by one blind man to other blind
men. Suppose a blind man says to another



blind man, “All right, come, follow me. I
shall help you cross this busy Mulberry
Street.” The leader is blind, and his fol-
lower is also blind. The result will be that
they will both be hit by some car or truck
and die.

Unfortunately, we are so blind that we
do not know we are tied up very tightly by
the stringentlaws of material nature. How
can we become free from this material
bondage? We have to take instruction from
those who are not blind, those whose eyes
are open to spiritual truth and who are
liberated from material bondage. You have
to take instruction from such persons;
then you will understand what your self-
interest is. Otherwise, if you are already
blind and you take instruction from
another blind man, it will be impossible
for you to be liberated from the material
bondage.

Whatis the interest of a child when itis
crying? It is searching after its mother’s
breast. Anyone who knows this imme-
diately brings the child to his mother—
“Take care of yourchild; he iscrying.” The
mother takes him to her breast, and the
child is immediately happy. The child
cannot express what he wants, so he sim-
ply cries. But one who knows what he is
crying for helps him, and the child be-
comes happy. Similarly, because we are
part and parcel of Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, we are actually
crying for Him. But these false leaders,
these blind leaders who do not know, are
giving us stones instead of bread.

How can one be happy? I have already
explained the gross external energy and
the subtle external energy. Those who are
interested in this gross and subtle external
energy will never have their ambition of
life fulfilled. Therefore, one who is in-
terested in Krsna and in showing others
the path to Krsna is the real friend to all.
One who is giving Krsna consciousness is
the real friend of the world. No one else
can give happiness to human society. That
is the statement of Prahlada Maharaja.

You cannot manufacture a process of
happiness by tackling this material energy.
That is not possible, because the material
energy is not under your control. The ma-
terial energy is controlled by the Supreme.
How can you overpower the material en-
ergy? It is not possible. Krsna explains
that in the Bhagavad-gita (7.14):

daivi hy esa guna-mayrt
mama maya duratyayd

mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etarm taranti te

“This material energy is under My con-
trol, so you cannot overcome it by your
own power. But if you surrender unto Me,
you can cross over it.”

All the material activities of the cosmic
manifestation are going on just to bring

the rebellious souls back to Godhead.
That is the situation. Maya's stringent laws
are there. Why? Whatis the purpose of the
police force or the military force? The pur-
pose is to keep the citizens obedient to the
state. If a citizen becomes disobedient to
the state laws, he is immediately put into
police custody. Similarly, anyone who re-
bels against the superiority of God is put
under the control of the stringent laws of
material nature, and he suffers. That is
our position,

Therefore our self-interest is to seek out
the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
surrender unto Him. That will make us
happy. That is Prahlada Maharaja’s ad-
vice and also ours: Seek out the path of

Krsna consciousness and you'll become
happy. You'll eat nicely. dance nicely, live
nicely, and go back home, back to God-
head. Enjoy this life and the next. That is
our request.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
so nice. Everyone should take it seriously
and try to understand it. It is authorized
on the Vedic principles; it is not some-
thing manufactured or unauthorized. We
are opening centers in different parts of
the world to give an opportunity for peo-
ple to understand their real self-interest;
attaining pure devotion for Lord Krsna.
Thatis our mission. So kindly help us and
join us.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna. iG
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Braving jungle paths, mountain trails, and flooded fields,
Bhakti Raghava Swami has revolutionized
the spreading of Krsna consciousness in India.

by ANAKADUNDUBHI DASA

t's six o’clock in the morning. Scores of

Bengali pilgrims, bearing their clothes
and blankets in bundles across their backs,
hair still wet from their early-morning
bath in the sacred Ganges, walk barefoot
along the narrow road to the Mayapur
Chandrodaya temple.

The temple is gorgeously decorated. In
the center of the marble floor sits a sacrifi-
cial fireplace built of bricks and soft mud.
Surrounding it are piles of luscious tropi-
cal fruits and flowers. Gaily painted clay
pots bearing green coconuts and small
festoons rest upon small mounds of fresh,
unhusked grains. Painted rice flour motifs
of conch shells, flowers, elephants, and
sacred cows decorate the floor, and the
Deities of Lord Caitanya and Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, resplendent in fabulously
embroidered silk dresses, bear witness
to all.

In the crowded temple room nearly six
hundred devotees from around the world
sit cross-legged on the cold floor, strain-
ing to hear Srila Jayapataka Swami shout-
ing into the microphone to make himself
heard above the voices of the excited
pilgrims.

“Today we are going to award the order
of sannydsa to Raghava Pandita Prabhu,”
he explains. “Sannydsa is not an ordinary
thing. It is the act of renouncing every-
thing that is sacred to the materialists. To
accept sannydsa not only means taking a
vow of lifelong celibacy, but it s the act of
totally absorbing oneself in Krsna con-
sciousness, love of God.
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“I find no one more appropriate to re-
ceive this title of sannyasa than Raghava
Pandita. He came here to Mayapur in
1976, on Srila Prabhupada’s order. We
were reluctant at first to engage him in
any services that might be too physically
demanding. But one day as I was speak-
ing with him, I started to outline a plan for
Nama Hatta programs that I'd been de-
veloping to revolutionize our preaching
activities in India. Raghava took to it
wholeheartedly, and in the following six
years he traveled all over India, establish-
ing more than one thousand centers.

“For those of you who don’t already
know,” Jayapataka Swami shouts, “Ra-
ghava Pandita cannot even walk without
the aid of crutches. But even if no trans-
portation is available or if a particular
place is very remote, he will happily walk
ten or twelve miles, following jungle paths
or hill trails or trudging through fields
flooded by swollen rivers. To do these
things, one must be detached from his
bodily condition. Otherwise, how could
he risk so much?

“Therefore,” Jayapatika Swami con-
cludes, “I feel it is most appropriate to

Bhakti Raghava Swami (right) has
brought Krsna consciousness to
thousands of Indian villages. At a recent
festival in Mayapur, West Bengal
(above), Bhakti Raghava Swami chants
Hare Krsna with Srila Jayapataka Swami
Acaryapada and villagers from
throughout India.

VISAKHA-DEVI DAS!



award him the title of Bhakti Raghava
Swami.”

A priest ignites the sacred fire while
chanting Sanskrit prayers. Flames leap
up to lick the ceremonial spoon as the
priest feeds them with clarified butter.
The initiates confirm their vows, chant-
ing prayers in response to the priest’s call,
and the sacrifice is completed.

Laterthat afternoon Ileft the main tem-
ple and crossed the fields to the Mayapur
boys’ school compound, where Bhakti Ra-
ghava Swami—with more than eight
hundred fifty members from his various
centers—was staying. I made my way to
the smallest of the huts. There I found
Bhakti Raghava Swami sitting in the cool
stillness, his face and shoulders illumi-
nated by the thin shafts of sunlight shin-
ing through the bamboo lattice window

behind him.

Brushing off my congratulations, he
eagerly began to speak about the Nama
Hatta program. We walked outside to-
gether—he on his crutches—as he de-
scribed how his party of devotees was
systematically visiting every town and vil-
lagein Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and Bangla-
desh. When the party arrived in a town,
they would invariably be invited to peo-
ple’s homes. These people would be en-
couraged to develop their home into a
temple and to preach door to door, dis-
tributing books, pamphlets, and prasadam
(spiritual food). In this way, Bhakti Ra-
ghava Pandita had opened one thousand
preaching centers, transforming the lives
of thousands of people.

Yet when he spoke there was no hint of
self-importance, but a sense of wonder at

how the predictions of the great spiritual
teachers were coming to pass. In the late
nineteenth century Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura had envisioned a splendid city
populated by Vaisnavas right here in Sri-
dhama Mayapur, a place where devotees
from all over the world could gather to-
gether and chant Hare Krsna and glorify
Lord Caitanya.

Bhakti Righava Swamiand I had been
walking around together for almost one
hour before it occurred to me how dif-
ficult it must be for him, walking with
crutches on India’s rough roads. He had
been lame in his right leg since his youth,
but in March 1984 he lost the leg in a
bomb blast when he tried to stop aband of
armed robbers from stealing the worship-
able Deities of the Mayapur Chan-
drodaya Mandir. I asked him if it caused
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him much inconvenience.

“Well, at least my leg doesn’t get in the
way anymore,” he joked. “But seriously, I
just try to use whatever energy the Lord
has given me in His service. If I were to
lament, I would not accomplish any-
thing.”

I remembered visiting Bhakti Raghava
Swami in a village hospital the day after
the bombing incident. He had been lying
on a small bed in a drab, unpainted four-
by-eight-foot room. I'd brought him some
fruits and flower garlands. Scores of local
people who had heard about the incident
crowded into the room, staring at him
in disbelief.

“Should I tell them to leave?” I asked.

“No, it’s all right. I'm used to it,” he
replied, weak from loss of blood. He pro-
ceeded to preach to the crowd in fluent
Bengali. “Here is evidence that this tem-
porary body is simply a source of misery.
Don’t waste your lives trying to make a
comfortable material situation. It can all
be taken away within a moment—as you
can see. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu ap-

peared here in Bengal five hundred years
ago to teach us to chant the maha-mantra:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
RamaRama, Hare Hare. Thischantingisa
call to the supreme soul, Krsna, to free us
from material energy and accept us with-
in His spiritual energy. So please take up
this chanting.”

He fell silent, exhausted. The people
were amazed thata person in such a pain-
ful condition could speak so eloquently.
And this was a Westerner, speaking their
language and telling them what they
should have already known. Many bowed
down to offer this saint their respects. My
eyes filled with tears of pride and
admiration.

Night was now closing in as we returned
along the raised dirt road to the temple to
attend an awards ceremony for the mem-
bers of the Nama Hatta program. It was
dark by the time we arrived at the temple,
and decorative street lamps illuminated
the roads. Thousands of pilgrims crowded
into the temple grounds. The temple was

already packed.

Raising his voice above the loud splash
of the fountain, Bhakti Raghava Swami
commented, “Lord Caitanya has given
the most sublime and practical process
for realizing our eternal spiritual identity,
so that we can cease the illusion of falsely
identifying with the temporary material
body. We simply have to chant the holy
names of Krsna. Srila Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura wrote in one of his famous songs, jiv
krsna das e visvas, korle to’ ar duhkho nai.
‘0 spirit soul, if you just realized that you
are the eternal servant of Krsna, all your
problems would be removed.” The pur-
pose of the Nama Hatta is to distribute
this knowledge all over India, and all over
the world.”

As he spoke, I saw intense compassion
and determination in his eyes. I was re-
minded of a verse written by Krsnadasa
Kavirdja Gosvami, the sixteenth-century
biographerof Lord Caitanya: Even though
a devotee may be lame, by keeping com-
plete faith in Lord Caitanya, he will be
able to cross mountains. oY

Free toDance

(continued from page 5)

devotees, their sweet understanding that
everything is meant as an offering of love
to God. They saw His presence every-
where and delighted in His will as the
vital center of their lives. I was attracted,
not simply by an unusual style of living,
but by the real experience of coming closer
to someone whom I knew intuitively to be
the most significant person in my life, the
eternal, all-attractive Lord. I saw that all
materialistic paths would cheat me of this
very deep happiness of intimate exchange
with Him.

Becoming a devotee was not simply
another career choice, a parody of con-
ventional occupations with an exotic cul-
tural flavoring; it was an unveiling of the
spiritual personality suffocating under
layers of assumed identities. I began to
perceive how I had defined my very exis-
tence according to the circumstances of
my birth, and how relentlessly I was suf-
fering from this temporal and uncertain
identity. When I began to sense that all
that appeared glorious in this world was
but a meaningless embellishment of this
basic misidentification, I decided to try
this revolutionary alternative. To discover
the real me, hidden beneath a mass of

flesh and relative values, was something I
felt could warrant lifelong dedication.
I've never regretted my decision to take
up Krsna consciousness. The austerities
of spiritual discipline become increasingly
effortless as I gradually perceive how they
are releasing me from the blind suffering
of sense gratification. That longing to be
free from the forces of physical gravity
and social conventions now has definite
direction in the path back to the spiritual
world. My life might be riddled with the
imperfections of my personal lack of sin-
cerity, but I have a goal that is noble and
wonderful and pure. And I even get to
dance after all. ]

Memorizer

(continued from page 28)
feast. In time we left the temple in the
hands of competent Malaysian devotees
and returned to our service in the United
States.

It has been ten years since I've tested a
recipe, and the challenge and excitement
of those first days, when I was like a bud-

dingscientist performing importantexperi-
ments in a laboratory, has faded. But I'm
still benefiting from the experience. When
my husband or I start feeling hungry, say
around noon, I stop what I'm doing and
make a full meal, ready by one. And while
itcooks, I can usually even find time to do
a few other things. At some point during
those years, cooking for Krsna changed
for me from a mind-boggling, time-

consuming endeavor and became more
natural—almost as natural as eating.

In my family we take simple, healthy
prasadam. Kichari is one of our favorites.
We also enjoy varieties of rices, dals, vege-
tables, salads, and breads. And when we
feel we're eating the same thing all the
time, we go across the street to Yamuna’s
house, because she practically never
makes the same thing twice. o]

TIRUMALA

(continued from page 10)
on pilgrimage. Both factions called on
him to settle their dispute. Sri Ramanuja
locked a gold discus and conch, symbols
of Lord Visnu, in the Deity’s room over-
night. Next morning, all were astonished
to find the conch and discus in the Deity’s
hands, and since that day Lord Vyen-
kate$vara’s identity as Lord Krsna has
never been questioned.

The temple of Lord Vyenkatedvara is
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the wealthiestin all of India, with an aver-
age income of three lakhs of rupees (thirty
thousand dollars) a day. It is said that at
Tirumala, Lord Visnu grants the wish of
anyone who offers Him their weight in
something, be it gold, fruit, cloth, or what-
ever. Pilgrims who make such an offering
and ask a boon or blessings generally
return (after achieving their desire) and
make another offering to the Lord, ac-
knowledging His kindness.

By nightfall most visitors to Tirumala
are gone, accommodations for pilgrims

being limited. The main facilities are down
in Tirupati, an hour’s drive away. With a
floating population of sixty thousand peo-
ple a day coming through Tirupati, the
town is an almost unbelievable feat of
municipal management and organiza-
tion. After seeing Tirumala the devotees
usually spend another day seeing the sa-
cred sites in Tirupati. The principal tem-
ples there are the temple of Govindaraja
Svami, a Visnu Derty, and the tempie of
Padmavati, the eternal consort of Lord
Vyenkate$vara. -



- |
- .
~

ANﬂEXCLUSIVEJOFFER FROM BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE!

.\\

»

=,

=

f=
&,

77

g
>

-
2]

L

4.

=

7
&

g
]

7.

. handsomely-bound, gold-embossed editi

> A'Treasure of
~ Transcendental

- Wisdom

55€¢ with the fine quality

printing and illustrations these priceless works demand. A limited
number of the first five volumes are now available for only $59.95, postpaid.

Now, for the first time, the most important works of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada are available in
an exquisite new edition.

Srimad-Bhagavatam (Canto 1)—Srila Prabhupada’s most

important literary contribution to the respiritualization of society.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is—The most widely used edition of the
Gitd in the Western world.

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead—éﬁla Pra-
bhupada’s summary study of the Tenth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, describing Lord Krsna's eternal pastimes.

The Nectar of Devotion—The spiritual guidebook for the
Krsna consciousness movement, based on Srila Ripa Gos-
vami's celebrated devotional treatise, Bhakti-rasamita-sindhu.

Teachings of Lord Caitgnya—érila Prabhupada’s presenta-
tion of the philosophy of Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu, based on
the Lord’s biography, Caitanya-caritamsta, a Bengali classic.

r--------------------

BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE
P.O. Box 133, Line Lexington, PA 18932-0133

[ YES! Please send me the first five volumes of the new BBT
edition of the works of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. [ have enclosed $59.95 (U.S. funds).

[0 YES! Please enter my subscription to BACK TO GODHEAD.

Bill me later:
[ One year, $12 (Save 39%) [ One year, $14 (Save 27%)
[ Two years, $19 (Save 48%) [ Two years, $23 (Save 36%)

Payment enclosed:

Please print:

|
|

i

|

[ |
|
|
|

|

|

i
Name l
|
|
1
|
1
i
|
ol

Address Apt.
City
State Zip

For book orders outside U.S.A., add $10.00 for airmail delivery. For subscriptions
outside Canada and U.5.A., add $4.00 annually for surface mail, $10.00 annually for
airmail. Payments in U.S. funds must accompany all foreign and Canadian
orders. For a lifetime surface-mail subscription to Back to Godhead, send
$175; airmail, $400 (U.S. funds).

L------------------ = E==



NOTES FROM Tt

DR

The Appearance of Lord Krsna

Five thousand years ago Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, ap-
peared on earth to attract the people of the
world back to Him. This year the annual
celebration of Lord Krsna’s birthday, Jan-
mastami, falls on August 27. Janmastami
is perhaps the most widely celebrated of
all the religious holidays of India, and
each year, regardless of sectarian affilia-
tion, hundreds of millions of Indians at-
tend the temples, hold festivals, and wor-
ship in their homes. Now, owing to the
work of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, many peo-
ple of many nations are learning the sig-
nificance of Janmastami.

The birth and activities of Lord Krsna
are transcendental, even when they ap-
pear ordinary and material. But for those
who are hearing about Lord Krsna for the
first time, there may appear to be con-
tradictions about His birth. For example,
if He is the eternal God, the source of
everything, why does He have a mother
and father?

Or we may also question the relevance
of Krsna's birth: Can it help us with our
immediate concernsin today’s world? Even
a great devotee, Queen Kunti, expressed
bewilderment about the birth of Lord
Krsna. In her prayers in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam we find: “Itis bewildering, O
soul of the universe, that You take birth,
although You are the vital force and the
unborn.”

The apparent contradiction is solved
when we understand the true nature of
Godhead and the true nature of the soul.
Krsna Himself explains in the Bhagavad-
gita that He, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is eternal. All other living en-
tities, being part and parcel of Him, are
also eternal. In other words, we are like
God in that in our original position we
are free of birth and death. But there is a
difference between ourselves and God.
We are tiny individual souls, subject to
falling under the illusory influence of
Krsna’s material energy, maya. He never
comes under the spell of the material
world, which is His creation. So when He
chooses to come into the material world,
He is not forced to do so, as are the in-
dividual souls. Krsna’s “birth” is not the
incarnation of a spiritual soul within a
material body. Krsna descends into this
world in His eternal, spiritual form. “Al-
though I am unborn and My transcen-

dental body never deteriorates. .. I still
appear in every millennium in My orig-
inal transcendental form.” (Bg. 4.6)

Even Arjuna, Krsna’s intimate friend
and the disciple to whom Krsna taught
the Bhagavad-gita, was at first puzzled by
Krsna’s appearance in the world. When
Krsna informed Arjuna that He had first
taughtthe Bhagavad-gitd many thousands
of years ago to the sun-god, Vivasvan,
Arjuna raised his doubt. Arjuna knew
Krsna as his contemporary friend. How
could Krsna be referring to a talk He had
had with a person who lived thousands of
years ago? “Many, many births both you
and I have passed,” Lord Krsna replied. “I
can remember all of them, but you can-
not.”

Even if we theoretically accept that God
appears on earth by His own spiritual
power, we may ask why He chooses to
come here. Krsna certifies that the ma-
terial planets are all “places of misery
where repeated birth and death take place.”
Why then does He leave His superior,
blissful abode for this one? Krsna directly
answers this in the Bhagavad-gita (4.7-8):

Whenever and wherever there is a de-
cline in religious practice, and a predomi-
nant rise of irreligious practice—at that time
I descend Myself. To deliver the pious and
toannihilate the miscreants, as well as to re-
establish the principles of religion, I Myself
appear, millennium after millennium.

To teach the universal religion, the Per-
sonality of Godhead appears in numerous
forms, or incarnations, such as Lord
Rama, Lord Buddha, Lord Jesus Christ,
and Muhammad. There are many bona
fide representatives of God, as revealed in
the scriptures of the world. But when God
appears as Krsna, He appears in His orig-
inal form as the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. In all cases the mission is the
same: to lead people to God conscious-
ness and obedience to the principles of
religion. Sometimes Krsna Himself ap-
pears, and sometimes He sends one of His
sons or servants to represent Him.

Since Krsna can do His work in any of
these empowered forms, we may ask why
He comes in His original form. That ap-
pearance in His original, eternal form of
Krsna is His causeless mercy, bestowed
upon the living entities so that they can
concentrate onthe Supreme Lord as He is
and not on mental concoctions or imagi-

nations, which impersonalistic, specula-
tive philosophies wrongly think the Lord’s
forms to be. Also, Lord SriKrsnacomesin
His original form to mitigate the anxieties
of the pure devotees, who are very anxious
to see Him. This is the prime purpose of
Krsna’s appearance.

Still, one may doubt, “Krsna’s appear-
ance may be pleasing to His pure devotees,
but what has this to do with me?” Most
people are more concerned with their own
birthdays, the birthdays of friends and
family members, or the birthdays of na-
tional heroes. Being without spiritual re-
alization, they focus their love on tem-
porary objects; they cannot imagine the
significance of Krsna’s appearance. Even
those who attend the temples of Lord
Krsna on Janmastami sometimes take it
as a ritual. But if, by the grace of Krsna’s
devotees, one comes to understand the
significance of Krsna’s appearance in the
world, it is the greatest gain. As itis stated
in the Bhagavad-gita, “One who knows the
transcendental nature of My appearance
and activities does not, upon leaving the
body, take his birth again in the material
world, but attains My eternal abode.”
(Bg. 4.9)

To know everything about God is im-
possible. But if we become even a little
faithful in hearing about the appearance
of Krsna, the ensuing transcendental
knowledge can free us from repeated birth
and death. As Prabhupada has stated,
“One who can understand the truth of the
appearance of the Personality of God-
head is already liberated from material
bondage, and therefore he returns to the
kingdom of God immediately after quit-
ting the present material body.”

On Janmastami the Krsna conscious-
ness movement holds gala festivals in all
of its centers, and the public is invited.
These festivals consist of presentations
and celebrations—through drama, art,
music, and dance—of the divine birth of
Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. There is joyous kirtana (the
congregational singing of the Hare Krsna
mantra and other songs) and a huge feast.
Please join with the devotees of Krsna,
have a good afternoon or evening, and
receive the tremendous spiritual benefit
of understanding more about Krsna’s ap-
pearance and activities in this world. Con-
sult our address list (see pg. 20-21) for the
Hare Krsna center nearest you. —SDG
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama
RamaRama, Hare Hare

CHANT!

What is a mantra? In Sanskrit,

man means “mind"” and tra

means “freeing.” So a mantra is a
combination of transcen-

dental sounds that frees our

minds from the many anxieties of
living in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures
single out one mantra as the maha
(supreme) mantra. The Kali-santarana
Upanisad explains, “These sixteen
words—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare—are especially meant for
counteracting the ill effects of the
present age of quarrel and anxiety.”
The Narada-paficaraira adds, “All
mantras and all processes for self-
realization are compressed into the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”

Five hundred years ago, while
spreading the mah&-mantra
throughout the Indian subcontinent,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed,
“O Supreme Personality of Godhead,
in Your name You have invested all
Your transcendental energies.”

The name Krsna means “the all-
attractive one,” the name Rama
means “the all-pleasing one,” and
the name Hare is an address to the
Lord's devotional energy. So the
maha-mantra means, “O all-attractive,
all-pleasing Lord, O energy of the
Lord, please engage me in Your
devotional service.” Chant the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra and your

life will be sublime.

PHOTO BY MURALIVADANA DASA
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Transcendental.
Concerned with the a priori basis of knowledge, rising above
common thoughts or ideas; exalted; mystical.
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