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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
dsramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
‘Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarkirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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“DONOT
SPOILTHIS
- HUMAN LIFE”

Even the animals enjoy sense pleasure.
What is the extra dimension for human beings?

A lecture in Tittenhurst, England, in September 1969
by HIS DIVINE GRACE
A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

nayam deho deha-bhajam nrloke
kastan kaman arhate vid-bhujam ye
tapo divyam putraka yena sattvani
Suddhyed yasmad brahma-saukhyari tv anantam

“My dear boys, of all the living entities who have accepted material

bodies in this world, one who has been awarded this human
form should not work hard day and night simply for sense gratification,
which is available even for hogs that eat stool. One should
engage in penance and austerity to attain the divine position of devotional
service. By such activity, one’s heart is purified, and when
one attains this position, he attains eternal, blissful life, which is
transcendental to material happiness and which continues forever.”

his is a verse spoken by King Rsabha-

deva to His sons. King Rsabhadeva
was an incarnation of Krsna who lived
long, long ago. He was the emperor of
the whole world. So, here He instructs
His one hundred sons. All of His sons
had assembled together, and the King,
before His retirement, was instructing
them.

Now, why was the King retiring? That is
the Vedic system. Whether one is a king
or an ordinary human being, at a certain
age he must retire and search out Krsna.
It is not that if you are a king and have
ample opportunities for sense enjoyment
you should indulge in sense enjoyment
up to the point of death, without retiring
from family life. No.

The aim of the Vedic system is to ele-
vate oneself to the perfection of Krsna

2 BACK TO GODHEAD

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.1

consciousness. In Bhagavad-gita [15.15],
Krsna says, vedai§ ca sarvair aham eva
vedyah: “The whole Vedic system is de-
signed to enable one to know Me.” So, if
you follow the Vedic system, the ultimate
objective of your life should be to know
Krsna. That is corroborated by Lord
Krsna Himself, the original compiler of
the Vedas.

Unfortunately, in the modern so-called
civilization, neither the leaders nor family
men retire and search out Krsna. Even a

Long ago, the Supreme Personality of God-
head descended as Mahiirija Rsabhadeva, who
ruled the earth as an ideal emperor. Once,
in the presence of many enlightened brah-
manas in the place known as Brahmaivarta,
He instructed His one hundred sons in the
most essential knowledge for human beings.
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poor man living with his family in great
difficulty will not retire if you ask him to.
He’ll not be agreeable. He's suffering,
he’s not happy living with his family mem-
bers, but if I ask, “Why are you taking so
much trouble with the family? Why not
come and live with us in the Krsna con-
sciousness society?” he’ll not agree be-
cause he has no Vedic training. Up to the
end of his life, he’ll stick to his family.

In our country we have seen many old
politicians—seventy-five years old, eighty
years old—refuse to retire. And in your
country, England, Mr. Churchill would
not give up politics until he was forced to
by death. Our Gandhi was killed by a rival
political group; then he was forced to re-
tire. When India attained independence, |
wrote Gandhi a letter: “Mahatma Gandhi,
you started your struggle with the Brit-
ishers, demanding that they should go and
that the Indians should have their indepen-
dence. Now you have attained indepen-
dence, and the Britishers are gone. So now
preach the Bhagavad-gita. You have some
influence. You are known throughout the
whole world as a very saintly person, and
you also present yourself as a great scholar
of Bhagavad-gita. Why don’t you take up
the Bhagavad-gita and preach?”

There was no reply. He was still busy
with politics, so much so that his own assis-
tants became disgusted. Just see the in-
toxication of the materialistic way of life!
He was considered a maharma, a great
personality, and he got his svaraj [indepen-
dence]. Still, he would not give up politics
until he was forced to. Similarly, Jawaharlal
Nehru refused to retire.

So, nobody will retire until he is killed
by somebody or killed by the laws of nature.
This is the disease: no one can give up his
position, family members, and opulence.
Daivi hy esa guna-mayi mama maya durat-
yaya: “The material energy is very power-
ful, and no one can overcome it.” Maya
[illusion] is so strong that even an old man
advertising himself as very pious cannot
give up politics. He thinks, “If I leave the
political field, my countrymen will suffer
and so many disasters will happen.” But
actually, things will go on very nicely with-
out him. In your country many great poli-
ticians have come and gone, but the people
are still living, and things are going on.
Similarly, in India, many Gandhis have
come and gone, but things are going on.

How things are going on is explained in
the Bhagavad-gita [3.27]:

prakrteh kriyamanani
gunaih karmani sarvasah
ahankara-vimiadhatma
kartaham iti manyate
Everything is being done by the laws of na-
ture, under God’s supervision, and you

cannot change anything. There is a plan—
God’s plan—and it will be carried out.
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On retiring from His duties as emperor,
Lord Rsabhadeva accepted the feature of
avadhiita, a great saintly person without ma-
terial cares, and He passed through human
society like a blind, deaf, and dumb man. He
was always being threatened and abused, yet
He remained equipoised, understanding that
the body is meant for such an end. He com-
pletely understood that matter and spirit are
separate and that the spiritual self is eternal.

You don’t have to bother yourself, think-
ing that without you everything will be
topsy-turvied. No. You cannot do any-
thing. You are falsely thinking that your
leadership is very much needed. No.

I was also thinking in that way. When I
was a householder, several times my Guru
Mahardja gave me an indication that I
should give up my family life and become
a sannyasi [renunciant] and spread this
Krsna consciousness movement. But I was
thinking, “If I go away, my wife and my
children—they will suffer.” But actually,
although I left my family in 1954, fifteen
years ago, they are still living and I am still
living. They are not dying in my absence,
and I am not suffering without being with
my family. On the other hand, by Krsna’s
grace, I now have better family members.
I have got many childrenin a foreign coun-
try, and they are taking such nice care of
me. [ could not expect such care from my
own children.

This is God’s grace. We should depend
on Krsna. If Krsna is pleased with us,
wherever we go everyone will be pleased,
everyone will be kind. And if Krsna is dis-
pleased with us, even in our family life
we’ll not be comfortable.

So, King Rsabhadeva was retiring. He
had one hundred obedient sons, He was
the emperor of the whole world, He was
an incarnation of God, everything was at
His command —still He was retiring. That
is the Vedic system. There are many similar
instances. King Rsabhadeva’s son Bharata
Maharaja also retired. So did Pariksit
Mabharaja and his grandfather, Yudhisthira.
They all voluntarily retired.

In the Vedic social system, at a very
young age, whether you are the son of a
king or the son of an ordinary man, you
must go to the @srama of a spiritual master
and live there as his servant. That is called
brahmacarya. A brahmacari’s life is to
serve the spiritual master as a menial ser-
vant, Whatever the spiritual master asks,
the brahmacari will do. It is very strict.
Whatever the brahmacari collects, he gives
to the spiritual master; it is the spiritual
master’s property, not his own. And if the
spiritual master forgets to call a disciple
for lunch—“My dear son, come and take
your prasadam” —then the disciple should
not take prasadam. He should fast. Of
course, the spiritual master does not forget,
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but these are some of the many injunc-
tions. Brahmacarya is the beginning of
life, and these injunctions must be fol-
lowed even if one is the son of a king, or
even if one is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Himself. Krsna also underwent
this discipline for some time when He was
a brahmacari.

Then, after brahmacari life, one may
marry and live with his wife and children,
but for at most twenty-five years. Then
one should retire. The husband and wife
travel from one place of pilgrimage to an-
other. Their minds are peaceful because
their children are grown up and can take
care of themselves. And when the hus-
band is completely free from all family at-

tachment, he takes sannyasa, complete re-
nunciation. This is the process: brahma-
carya, grhastha, vanaprastha, and sannyasa.

Now, before retirement, it is the duty of
the father to instruct his sons how to look
after the family affairs, their personal af-
fairs, their spiritual advancement—every-
thing. So here Rsabhadeva is instructing,
“My dear sons, do not think that this
human body is equal to the body of the
cats and dogs and hogs.” He particularly
mentions vid-bhujam, “the stool-eaters,”
or hogs. As in the human society the dog-
eater is considered the lowest, so in the
animal society the stool-eating hog is con-
sidered the lowest. Like human beings,
animals are of different gradations accord-



ing to their eating process. As it is said,
“You are what you eat.”

So, eating is very important. If you eat
like cats and dogs, you'll become cats and
dogs, even in the human form of life. If
you behave like cats and dogs, you be-
come cats and dogs, even in the human
form of life. Similarly, if you work very
hard like cats and dogs or hogs, then what
is the value of your human life? Human
life should be very sober, peaceful, full of
knowledge, full of bliss, devoted to Krsna.
These are the signs of purity. Simply work-
ing hard like an animal and eating like an
animal—no.

Rsabhadeva instructed His sons, “My
dear sons, this human form of life is not
meant for living like the hogs.™ Everyone
has a body, but the human body is special.
A human being should not live like the
hogs. The whole day and night the hogs
are searching after stool and sex. If a
human being spends his whole day and
night searching after food and sex, then
he’s missing the opportunity of human life.

Human life should be regulated. You
should eat in a certain way, you should
have sex in a certain way, you should sleep
in a certain way, youshould act in a certain
way, you should think in a certain way.
You cannot act unrestrictedly. The law-
books are meant for human society, not
for animal society. If the human society
docs not abide by any laws, then it is not
human society; it is animal society.

So, if we should not spoil this human
form of life by acting like the hogs, then
what is human life meant for? King Rsabha-
deva says, tapo divyam: austerity and
penance. You should voluntarily accept
some regulative principles, even if they
are not very much to your liking. For ex-
ample, from the very beginning of their
lives, our students have been accustomed
to certain habits, but we say, “You cannot
do this,” and they are following our in-
struction. This is rapasya, austerity. Sup-
pose one is habituated to smoking and the
spiritual master says, ““You cannot smoke.”
So, if the student gives up smoking he may
feel some inconvenience, some discomfort,
but because the spiritual master has or-
dered him, he gives it up. This is tapasya.

To accept a spiritual master means to
voluntarily agree to abide by the rules and
regulations given by a great personality.
This is what being a disciple means—to
voluntarily agree, *“Yes, sir. Whatever you
say, I accept.” The Sanskrit word Sisya
means “one who abides by the rules,” and
in English there is the word disciple, which
is related to the word discipline. So a dis-
ciple becomes disciplined by the spiritual
master. “Even at the inconvenience of my
personal comfort, I must abide by the or-
ders of my spiritual master.” This is how a
disciple thinks.

And how does the spiritual master know
which orders to give? He does not concoct
any rules and regulations. He refers to the
Sastra [scriptures]. Therefore Narottama
dasa Thakurasays, sadhu-sastra-guru-vakya
hrdaya koriya aikya: *Make the words of
the saintly persons, the $astra, and the
spiritual master one with your heart.” If
you want to know if someone is a spiritual
master, then you should check his words
against those of the scriptures and the
saintly persons. These three— guru, sastra,
and sadhu—should corroborate one an-
other. If the spiritual master says some-
thing that is not in the sdstra, that is not
good. Similarly, a saintly person, a sadhu,
also does not disregard the regulative prin-
ciples of §astra. In the Bhagavad-gita[16.23)
Krsna says, yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya, “A

The husband and
wife travel to places
of pilgrimage.
Their minds are
peacetul because their
children are grown
up. And when the
husband is completely
free from family
attachment, he takes
sannyasa, complete
renunciation.

person who gives up obedience to the
rules of the scriptures,” vartate kama-
karatah, *and acts in his own way, accord-
ing to his whims,” na sa siddhim avapnoti,
“he cannot attain perfection,” na sukharm
na param gatim, “nor can he be happy,
what to speak of attaining liberation.”

So tapasya means to voluntarily obey
the rules of the scriptures, the spiritual
master, and saintly persons and to mold
your life in that way. Rsabhadeva is thus
instructing His sons: “My dear sons, don’t
spoil your valuable human life by living like
cats and dogs and hogs. Utilize your life by
voluntarily accepting the rules of the sastra,
the spiritual master, and saintly persons.”

Then the question may be raised, “Why
this injunction? Why shall I not live like an
animal? Why do I have to live under the
regulative principles of the scriptures and
saintly persons and the spiritual master?”

Rsabhadeva answers, yena sattvarm sud-
dhyer: “If you accept these principles of
life, then your existential condition will
become purified.” At the present moment,
we are contaminated by the modes of ma-
terial nature, mostly ignorance and pas-
sion. So Rsabhadeva is advising His sons
that if they abide by the rules of the sastra,
guru, and sadhu, they will be purified of
these modes.

Then the question may be raised, “What
is the need of purification?” The answer:
yasmad brahma-saukhyam tv anantam.
“When your existential condition becomes
purified, you will be situated on the tran-
scendental platform of blissful life.” You
are hankering after happiness, pleasure.
So, when your existence becomes purified
and you are placed on the transcendental
platform, you will enjoy eternal happiness.

Everyone is searching after happiness.
Why are you struggling so hard in this ma-
terial existence? For happiness. Why are
you after sense gratification? For happi-
ness. Why do you want to possess so many
things? For happiness. Why do you want
to become beautiful? For happiness. Why
do you want to eat so many things? For
happiness. In everything, happiness is your
ultimate goal.

But the happiness you are now deriving—
that is temporary. You may become happy
by intoxication, but for how long? That
happiness is temporary. You may become
happy by sex indulgence, but for how
long? That happiness lasts for a few seconds
or a few minutes only. But if you want
eternal, continuous happiness, you have
to purify your existential condition and
place yourself in the transcendental posi-
tion. Then you will feel eternal happiness.

The Vedic literature says, rarmante yogino
‘nante. The yogis enjoy sense gratifica-
tion. But where? Anante—with the Su-
preme. The word ramante means “to enjoy
sense gratification.” For example, one of
Lord Krsna’s name is Radharamana. This
means He enjoys sense gratification with
Srimati Radharani. But His sense gratifi-
cation is not the same as ours. We should
not think it is. Material sense gratification
is a perverted reflection of spiritual sense
gratification.

The whole process of devotional service
is aimed at gratifying Lord Krsna’s sensecs
(hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam). Hrsikena
means “with the senses,” and hrsikesa-
sevanam means “serving the master of the
senses.” The master of the senses is Krspa.
So, when you apply your senses in the ser-
vice of Krsna’s sense gratification, that is
transcendental. And when you employ
your senses for your own sense gratifica-
tion, that is material. That is the difference.

When you are situated on the transcen-
dental platform, when your existential

(continued on page 12)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Puris-Pure and Simple

These deep-fried puffed breads
with thin crispy crusts are quick and delectable.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

“ p until near my twentieth year I

always ate puris,” Srila Prabhu-
pada once related when he was traveling
with one of his disciples. He had just fin-
ished his packed lunch and was relaxing as
he spoke. “I had no taste for capatis [flat
breads] and on principle would not even
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eat them. It was awkward to go to a friend’s
home and not eat if they were served. But
somehow I never would have to eat them.”
He laughed remembering this story.
“When I was a little boy,” Srila Prabhu-
pada continued, “my father condoned my
favorite tastes. He would return home from

work long after I had been sent to bed, but
regularly he would allow me to get up, and
we would sit together and eat fresh hot
puris with hot milk. For me it is hard to see
how Westerners enjoy dry bread when
there is something as wonderful as puris.”

Fresh puris—deep-fried puffed breads
with thin, crispy, light-brown crusts—are
among the finest breads in the world. Their
wholesome taste and high nutrition value
derive largely from the purity of the ingre-
dients and the simplicity with which they’re
made. They are best when served still warm
from cooking.

Puris are appropriate for all sorts of
meals. Because they’re deep-fried, they
keep well, which makes them ideal on pic-
nics or when you're traveling. Their deli-
cious flavor makes them ideal for festive
occasions like parties, special dinners, and
weddings. You can have them in the morn-
ing with jam or halava, in the afternoon
with soup and vegetables, or in the eve-
ning with milk, as Srila Prabhupada and his
father did.

Traditionally, puris are made from golden
wheat that has been stone ground into a
fine, beige-colored flour called atta. Since
atta is whole wheat, it’s a good source of
natural fiber. Also present in atta is the
nut-flavored wheat germ, high in protein,
iron, and vitamins B and E. And, of course,
atta contains the endosperm, which consti-
tutes the bulk of the wheat grain and is rich
in complex proteins. (When these proteins
are moistened they form the elasticlike
gluten that allows puri dough to be kneaded
and shaped.) Almost all Indian grocery
stores carry atta, but if it’s difficult for you
to get, try using the whole-wheat flour,
bread flour, or whole-wheat pastry flour
that’s available in supermarkets and health-
food or gourmet stores. For best results,
coarsely ground flours should be sieved to
remove large flakes of bran. (These can be
saved for other dishes.) You’ll find that
the fine flour that results from sieving
yields a smooth dough that responds readily
to kneading and rolling out.

If the puris you make aren’t perfect the
first time, don’t be disheartened. They’ll
be delicious anyway, and your ability to
make them will improve with patient prac-
tice. Keep in mind that the consistency of
the dough, your technique for rolling the
dough, and the temperature of the frying
ghee or oil must all be correct.

There is another factor for successfully
cooking puris, one that is on a higher plat-
form and is really the point of Lord Krsna’s
cuisine: to spiritualize our consciousness.

We can do this by cooking puris (or any
other vegetarian dish) with Krsna in mind
and by offering the food to Krsna with
love and devotion. Since that which is con-
nected to Krsna becomes of the same spiri-
tual nature as Krsna Himself, not only
do the cook and the food become spiri-



(Recipes from The Hare Krishna Book of
Vegetarian Cooking, by Adi-rija dasa)

Deep-Fried Puffed Bread
(Purt)

Preparation time: 15 minutes
Servings: 12
1% cups whole-wheat flour
%5 cup white flour
1% teaspoon salt

butter)

¥ cup warm water
ghee or vegetable oil for deep-frying

minutes, until it is smooth and firm.

roll them out thin and even.

way.

jam, or fresh cheese.

Banana Puris
(Kela Purf)

Rolling and cooking time: 2 minutes per puri

1 heaping tablespoon butter or ghee (clarified

1. Sift the two flours and the salt into a mix-
ing bowl, and rub in the tablespoon of butter
or ghee with your fingertips. Slowly add the
water, and mix until all the flour sticks to-
gether and you can knead it. Put a little ghee
on your hands and knead the dough for 5to 8

2. In a wok or saucepan heat the ghee or
oil over a medium-high flame. Meanwhile,
smear a few drops of ghee on the rolling sur-
face. Don’t use flour—it burns and discolors
the ghee. Shape the dough into 12 patties, and

3. When the ghee begins to smoke, lower
the flame to medium. Lay a puri on the sur-
face of the ghee, being careful not to burn
your fingers. The puri will sink for a second,
then rise to the surface and sputter. Immedi-
ately submerge it with soft, swift pushes,
using the back of a slotted spoon, until it in-
flates like a balloon. Fry the other side for a
few seconds; then remove the puri from the
ghee and stand it on edge in a colander to
drain. (When your skill increases, fry several
puris atatime.) Cook all the puris in the same

4. Offer the hot puris to Krsna with any
meal or as a snack with apple sauce, honey,

Preparation time: 15 minutes
Standing time: 15 minutes

Servings: 12

1% cups whole-wheat flour

14 cup chick-pea flour

12 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 teaspoon turmeric

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

1 teaspoon salt

1 heaping tablespoon melted butter or ghee
2 ripe bananas

AW

Rolling and cooking time: 3 minutes per puri

2 teaspoons brown sugar
ghee or vegetable oil for deep-frying

1. Sift the two flours and the salt into a
large mixing bowl, and add the spices and salt.
Dribble the melted ghee or butter over the
top, and rub into the flour until the flour
resembles coarse bread crumbs.

2. In another bowl, mash the bananas into
a smooth paste. Stir the sugar into the mashed
bananas, then pour the mixture into the other
ingredients, mixing thoroughly so that all the
flour sticks together. If more moisture is
needed to bind the flour, add more mashed
banana or a tablespoon or two of warm water.
If the dough is too sticky, add more flour.
Knead the dough for several minutes, until it
is smooth and fairly firm. Then set it aside.

3. Let the dough stand for 15 to 30 minutes.
Then roll and deep-fry the kela puris as in the
recipe for puris. Offer to Krsna hot.

Thick, Leavened Puris
(Bhatura)

Preparation time: 20 minutes

Standing time: overnight plus two hours
Rolling and cooking time: 4 minutes per puri
Servings: 15

Commercial yeast is seldom used in Vedic
breads. Batter is left in a warm place to fer-
ment. In hot climates, batter will ferment in
two hours; in colder climates baking powder is
used to speed up the process.

2 cups plain yogurt

2 teaspoons brown sugar

' teaspoon baking powder

¥ cup white flour

1%4 cups atta or sifted whole-wheat flour
2 teaspoons salt

1 heaping tablespoon ghee or butter

¥4 cup warm water

ghee or vegetable oil for deep-frying

1. Start the night before, by mixing together
the yogurt, sugar, baking powder, and white

flour in a large bowl. Cover the bowl with a
cloth, and set it aside in a warm place over-
night to allow natural fermentation to take
place. The mixture is ready for the next step
when bubbles appear on the surface.

2. In another bowl, mix together the atta or
sifted whole-wheat flour with the salt, and rub
the ghee or butter into it with your fingertips.
Into this bowl, add the fermented mixture and
the warm water. Work it with your hands until
it holds together and forms a dough. Knead
the dough for 5 to 10 minutes, or until it is
silky smooth. Add a little flour if it is too wet.
Now gather it into a compact ball, cover it
with a damp cloth, and set it aside in a warm
place.

3. After 2 hours, knead the dough again.
Form it into 15 balls and roll them into 5-inch
discs. Heat the ghee and deep-fry the bhaturas
exactly as you would the puris. Then offer
them to Krsna.

(Recipe by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Spiced Wheat Flat Puris
(Masala Puris)

Preparation time: 40 minutes
Standing time: '2—2 hours
Servings: 15

12 cups well-sieved whole-wheat flour

Y2 cup unbleached white pastry flour

Y4 teaspoon cayenne or paprika powder

Y2 teaspoon turmeric powder

2 teaspoons coriander powder

1'4 teaspoons cumin powder

5 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons ghee

Y2 to % cup warm water

about 3 cups ghee or vegetable oil for deep-
frying

1. Combine the sieved wheat flour, white
flour, powdered spices, and salt in a large
mixing bowl. Add the ghee and, using your
fingertips, rub the ghee into the flour mix-
ture until it reaches the consistency of dry
oatmeal.

2. Pour in just under %2 cup of water and
mix vigorously, adding enough water to pre-
pare a slightly stiff but pliable dough. Knead
with the knuckles or palms, using a little
melted ghee, for about 10 minutes, or until
the dough is smooth and elastic. Gather the
dough into a ball, spread a film of ghee over
the surface, place it in a bowl, and drape the
surface with a damp cloth. Then allow the
dough to rest for %2 to several hours at room
temperature.

3. Roll, shape, and fry the puris as directed
in the basic puri recipe on this page. Offer to
Krsna hot.

o

tualized, but those who eat that krsna-
prasddam, or spiritual food, also become
spiritualized, Krsna-ized.

This is why the Lord advises in Bhagavad-
gita (9.27-28), “Whatever you do, what-

ever you eat, whatever you offer or give
away, and whatever austerities you per-
form—do that as an offering to Me.” And
what is the result of such consciousness?
The Lord explains: “In this way you will

be freed from bondage to work and its au-
spicious and inauspicious results. With
your mind fixed on Me in this principle of
renunciation, you will be liberated and
come to Me.” o

BACK TO GODHEAD 7



THE VEIR

Transcendental Commen

A NEW WRINKLE ON
AN AGE-OLD PROBLEM

by Dvarakadhisa-devi dasi

hree generations of women were wait-

ing at the bus stop. The eldest woman,
wearing a loose floral print over her ample
form, appeared to be somewhere in her
fifties. She was leaning back against the
bench, listening wearily to her daughter’s
spirited attacks on the welfare office. The

middle woman (the daughter) seemed the
most animated of the group, fanning herself
with a newspaper and expressing herself
with vigor. The youngest, a twelve-year-
old girl, gazed absently at the passers-by,
singing under her breath and holding a
large shopping bag between her bony
knees. All three faces bore the family
markings: wide brown eyes, prominent
cheekbones, receding jaw. Yet a certain
difference caught my eye. One face was
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fresh and pleasing, one was full with flesh
and assurance, and the third was gaunt
and weathered. I wondered if they could
see the pattern of destiny as it was so pro-
foundly exposed under the hot summer sun.

Every physical body ages. It's a fact of
life. The rich, the beautiful, the intellec-
tual—everyone witnesses the deteriora-
tion of his or her body due to age. And we
are puzzled: Why does time ravage our
bodies, while within we are still full of
youthful desire?

Instinctively we loathe this gradual de-
terioration of our physical and mental
faculties. Every grey hair, every wrinkle,
suddenly becomes a threat. Soon we will
lose our energy, our eyesight, our memo-
ries, our physical beauty. And we feel that
universal dread that underlies all human
existence: we must die.

We long for permanence. Although aging
is foretold by our very birth, we never-
theless fight to stave off its insidious en-

croach. Faced with mounting evidence that
we will grow old and die, we may resort to
various psychological schemes for relief.
Some people enter their senior years with
wild abandon, acting more like teenagers
than adults. They smear color into pallid
cheeks and force weakening bodies to en-
dure strenuous exercises. Thinking young
and struggling to play hard, many older
people desperately cling to a youth that
will never return. Unfortunately, this only
increases their attachment to that which
they are destined to lose. Thinking young
may be better than thinking old, but it
can’t make us young. And it certainly
can’t save us from death. Consequently,
our most ardent desires for youth and im-
mortality are frustrated. What we need is
reassurance that indications of advancing
age do not signal the end of all hopes for
happiness.

This reassurance can be found by study-
ing the Vedic scriptures under the guid-
ance of a spiritual master. This will help us
to understand that the physical body has
no relation to the eternal soul (the self)
within. The hapless soul is illusioned, think-
ing himself to be the physical body. And
this mistaken identity is the source of his
greatest fear and pain. He sees his body
deteriorating, yet he has no knowledge of
his destiny after death. Although old age
and death are both foreign elements for
the pure spirit soul, his attachment to the
physical body and identification with it
force him to think that he is aging unto
death. This is maya, or illusion.

Independent of this illusion of bodily
identification, the eternal soul possesses a
consciousness rich with unlimited fulfill-
ment and happiness, free from the an-
noyances of old age and death. The real
self, the pure spiritual entity, is eternally
linked with the Supreme Lord, the source
of all pleasure. When this consciousness is
awakened, fear of death and old age are
banished. This point is explained by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada:

Apparently a devotee may grow old, but he
is not subjected to the symptoms of defeat
experienced by a common man in old age.
Consequently, old age does not make a

DRAWINGS BY DHRUVA MAHARAJA DASA



OBSERVER

ary on the Issues of the Day

!

devotee fearful of death, as acommon man is
fearful of death. A devotee knows that after
death he is going back home, back to God-
head; therefore he has no fear of death. Thus
instead of depressing a devotee, advanced
age helps him become fearless and thus happy.
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.27.24, purport)

ZOOILLOGICAL
HYPOCRISY

by Acarya-devi dasi

On a recent trip to New York | visited
the Bronx Zoo. My husband and my
brother-in-law taking turns behind my two-
year-old son in his stroller, we toured the
bird sanctuary and the reptile house, at

DON'T FEED
THE ANIMALS

last coming to a particularly large and
prominent sign: “The Most Dangerous
Animal in the World.”

Curiously I read of the beast that could
quickly and easily annihilate all other
species. Instinctively I drew back within
the darkened chamber, raising my eyes to
peer through the bars. And then I saw it—
a mirror!

While I appreciated the conservationists
down at the New York City Department of

Parks and Recreation—that’s one more
voice against man’s cruelty toward other
species— I also detected hypocrisy. After
all, only an hour earlier my brother-in-
law, a vegetarian, had gone to a zoo conces-
sion stand to buy lunch. “It’s disgusting,”
he had said on returning empty-handed.
“They don’t serve anything here but meat!™

That's hypocrisy. You have a group of
people who, on the one hand, work dili-
gently to protect panthers. whales, and
seals, yet who, on the other hand, blatantly
support the slaughter of cows.

Eating meat, say India’s ancient Vedic
scriptures, is violent, irresponsible, and
risky. They especially warn us that a heavy
curse of karmic punishment befalls all who

associate with the heinous crime of cow
slaughter. Of course, we may not accept
the Vedic scriptures—that’s voluntary.
But karma, you'll find, is mandatory. No
one is exempt from karma'’s stringent con-
trol. And, as the law of karma says, you
reap what you sow. The animal killer, the
flesh eater, is risking repeated births among
the animal species, forfeiting for perhaps
cons his chances for higher consciousness.

With conservationists backing such hu-

manitarian campaigns as “Save the Scals™
and “Save the Whales.” it's ironic that
they shun the most important campaign—
to save the human beings from becoming
animals. In the transcendental sensc. hu-
man beings are the real endangered species.
since so many people seem bent on risking
everything for the dubious benefits of in-
discriminate eating. It would appear that
man is his own worst enemy. his own
natural predator.

I still consider the officials of the Bronx
Zoo hypocrites for advertising themsclves
as the kindly custodians of the animal King-
dom. But I have to admit that in citing
man as the most dangerous animal in the
world, they are far more accurate than
they imagine.

A HIGH PRICE
FOR TOMATOES

by Rasaprada disa

Ncwly arisen amid the rice paddies
and cabbage fields just forty miles
outside Tokyo is the city of Tsukuba,
Japan’s “City for Science.” recently illus-
trated in Smithsonian magazine. Tsukuba
Science City, as it’s now known. was con-
ceived twenty vears ago for bringing to-
gether the most advanced technological
minds in Japan. Today it has become a sci-
entific metropolis. Thus, among many of
its thirty thousand residents, Tsukuba is
referred to somewhat wryly as “brain city.”

A recent science expo at Tsukuba in-
troduced several million visitors to the
city’s innovative developments in laser
technology, robotics, and computer sci-
ence. Visitors also encountered a dazzling
array of futuristic architectural mock-ups.

For the more down-to-carth, Tsukuba’s
expo boasted the latest in high-tech toma-
toes. A massive overhead rotating lens
system selects and focuses the sun’s most
beneficial rays, causing a single plant to
produce up to ten thousand tomatoes.

In spite of all the tomatoes, however, as
well as the many other fascinations at
Tsukuba’'s twenty-first-century technologi-
cal wonderland. something, many residents
say, is missing. Tsukuba may be a city of

(continued on page 13)
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The Many Loves of

AUTO MAN

In Vedic society “love” of dogs, cats, country, relatives,

and humanity goes by a different name.

by MATHURESA DASA

There’s a long history to bumper stick-
ers. It began with Stone Age cave-
dwellers, who sometimes painted pictures
on the walls of their homes. Later on, the
Egyptians invented pyramids and decorated
them with hieroglyphics. After that, Rome
was built, and people were busy inscribing
mottos and decrees on columns, archi-
traves, Rosetta stones—wherever an in-
scription might catch the eye.

With civilization ploughing on through
the twentieth century, man’s penchant for
publication has led him to put his mark on,
among other things, the bumper of his car.
Future hieroglyphists will attempt to de-
cipher the messages and slogans adorning
bumper stickers dating from this, the Age
of the Auto.

In particular, archeologists might have
fun with stickers from the “I love™ series.
“I love” stickers feature, in place of the
word “love,” a valentine heart and, after
the heart, you name it, whatever turns you
on. I love my baby, my car, my motor-
cycle, my country. I love dogs, cats, horses,
parakeets. 1 love mother, father, boys,
girls, The object of love may be represented
in words or pictures, so that “I love my
Doberman pinscher,” for instance, might
have “I,” the valentine heart, and a dashing
Doberman profile.

Adding a solemn note to the often frivo-
lous “I love” series, “I love God™ stickers
(or equally rapturous, “God loves me”)
are making their bumper debut. “I love
God” stickers raise an intriguing question
for anthropologists and linguists: Why do
residents of the Auto Age use only one
word, “love,” or one pictograph, the red
heart, to denote affection, be it affection for
dog, for God, or for anything in between?
Language reflects culture, revealing the
important elements in the day-to-day lives
of a people. Eskimos have many words for
snow, Arabs many words for sand and
camel. Does Auto Man’s use of the word
“love” for both God and dog indicate that
spiritual knowledge —knowledge of the
Supreme Lord and of our relationship
with Him—is a negligible clement in Auto
Age culture?

These questions would not occur to your
run-of-the-mill anthropologist, but they
might to one a little familiar with the
Sanskrit language, with Vedic culture, or
with the translations of the ancient Vedic
literature published by the Hare Krsna
movement. 1n the detailed Vedic descrip-
tions of the science of God realization,
there are hundreds of words denoting love
of God in its many stages and varieties,
words that do not apply to our affection

for anyone or anything but the Supreme.
In Vedic culture, “love™ of dogs, cats,
country, relatives, family members, hu-
manity, and so on, goes by a different
name.

The Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 4.165)
asserts:

atmendriya-priti-varichd—tare bali ‘kama’
krsnendriva-priti-iccha dhare ‘prema’ ndma

In Sanskrit the generic term for love of
God is prema, whereas the term for love of
other things is kama. Prema denotes the
desire to satisfy the senses of Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, which
might appear to be an awfully mundane
definition of love of God, since what we
call love in the mundane world also centers
on sense satisfaction. To show affection
for a friend, relative, or any fellow human
being, we exchange food pleasing to our
senses of taste and smell, clothing pleasing
to the eye and touch, words pleasing to the
ears, thoughts pleasing to the mind and in-
telligence. Our ideas of love are probably
most closely associated with sexual plea-
sure, which is the grand finale of all sense
enjoyment, involving an intense combina-
tion of seeing, touching, smelling, tasting,
and pleasing words.

Love of God also revolves around sense
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satisfaction, but it is not ordinary love be-
cause Krsna does not have ordinary senses.
His senses are so extraordinary that the
Vedic literature, to prevent us from con-
fusing Krsna with lesser persons, some-
times says that He is sense-less, or, in
other words, impersonal. The Sverdsva-
tara Upanisad states that the Supreme Lord
has no eyes yet sees everything, no ears
vet hears everything, no hands yet accepts
all that is offered to Him in love. “No
eyes,” “no ears,” and “no hands” means
that His cyes, ears, and hands are not like
ours. With His eyes Krsna can see past,
present, and future, in every corner of the
universe and beyond the universe. He can
hear the prayers of all His devotees. He
can reach out to accept any offering, how-
ever great or small. Krsna's senses are
unlimited and all-pervading.

If we don’t understand that God is a sen-
tient being, a person, it is useless to talk of
loving Him. And until we understand the
transcendental nature of His senses, we
won’'t know fow to love Him. Krsna can
not only hear our prayers and reach out to
accept our offerings wherever we might
be, but through that hearing and reaching
out He can also taste, smell, and speak.
The Brahma-sarmhita explains that all of
Krsna's senses are fully interchangeable:
He can see with His ears, taste with His
eyes, hear with His tongue. When devo-
tees offer delicious food to the Lord, pray-
ing that He kindly accept what they have
lovingly cooked, Krsna tastes the offering
simply by hearing the prayers. With such
knowledge of Krsna's transcendental per-
sonality, devotees are eager to love Him,
offering Him not only food but fragrant
flowers, luxurious clothing, and whatever
else the Vedic literature recommends for
His satisfaction.

Although prema (love of God) and kdma
(love of anything else) both involve sense
satisfaction, the difference between the
two, according to the Caitanya-caritamria,
is as great as the difference between gold
and iron. Kdama, which means lust, the
selfish desire for our own sense pleasure,
is like iron compared to prema’s gold.

Lust?! Is an altruist or a responsible
parent lusty? Was the Live Aid concert,
which raised more than $50 million to feed
the starving in Ethiopia, a gross act of self-
ishness? Of course not. Not according to
common definitions of lust, anyway.

The Vedic definition, however, is un-
common, for to comprehend it we first
need to acquaint ourselves with our eter-
nal, spiritual identity. The Bhagavad-gita
explains that we are not our physical
bodies, but individual spirit souls residing
within the body, and eternal parts of the
Supreme Soul, Lord Krsna. As parts of
Krsna, our eternal function is to serve
Him, just as a finger’s function, as part of
the body, is to serve the entire body. The
finger picks up food and gives it to the
stomach. In that way the finger is fully
nourished, although it does not eat di-
rectly. Similarly, serving Krsna nourishes
and satisfies our spiritual selves.

Krsna does not force us to serve Him,
however. We have the freedom to serve
Him or not. And when we desire not to
serve, Krsna obliges us with a material
body to veil our true spiritual identity, and
with a material world to facilitate our
desires.

The Katha Upanisad declares:

nityo nityanar cetanas cetananam
eko bahianam yo vidadhati kaman

Both Krsna and those who inhabit material
bodies are eternal persons, but Krsna, the
Supreme Eternal, provides for everyone
else. He gives us sunlight, rain, food, and
shelter, continuously fulfilling our desires
to enjoy apart from Him. Everything you
could possibly put on a bumper sticker
after the words “I love™ is a gift of the Su-
preme Lord. Yet we accept these gifts
without gratitude, using them to gratify
our temporary bodies (another gift), for-
getting our eternal, reciprocal obligation
to satisfy Krsna. This is selfishness. This is
lust.

There is no qualitative difference be-
tween an excessive, indiscriminate desire
for sexual pleasure (which is how we might
ordinarily define lust) and the relatively

selfless desire to feed the starving or to
minister to the diseased and homeless.
Both desires cater to the physical senses—
our own or those of others—not to Krsna's
senses.

Lust also invades the realm of religion
when we, recognizing that God is almighty,
beg Him to use His might to satisfy our
bodily cravings—the very cravings that
beleaguer us only because we have forgot-
ten our loving relationship with Him. “I
love God™ on my bumper may impress you
as more pious than “I love my Chrysler,”
but if my affection for God depends on His
willingness to please me, then “love™ is the
wrong word.

It’s not just that lusty activities fail to
satisfy Krsna. One may argue, after all,
that Krsna is not so important. Feeding
Africa’s starving millions is a more press-
ing matter than worrying about God or
haggling over definitions of love and lust.
But the trouble is that activities which
cater to the physical body fail to satisfy
anyone, because as Krsna's eternal parts
and parcels, we derive our satisfaction from
His.

The tragedy of Live Aid and other ex-
tremely well-intentioned, well-organized
altruistic efforts, the tragedy of all body-
centered endeavors, is a tragedy of mis-
taken identity. Ignorant of the spiritual
position of all living entities in their re-
lationship with Krsna, we are attempting
to nourish the body without feeding the
stomach.

Thus in Africa ten years ago millions
were starving, millions more starve today,
and unless we learn how to send Krsna
consciousness in addition to our shipments
of rice and wheat, millions will starve in
the future,

So if a Krsna conscious archeologist were
to excavate an auto junkyard in the year
5000 and take a gander at a few “I love”
bumper stickers, he might be able to tell
you a thing or two about what went wrong
with Auto Man. Then again, if Auto Man
himself were to dig deeply into the Vedic
science of love of God, future generations
might have a happier tale to tell. o

HUMANLIFE

(continued from page 5

condition is purified hy tapasya, by volun-
tarily accepting austerity and penance under
the guidance of the spiritual master, the
scriptures, and saintly persons—at that
time it will be possible for you to satisfy
the senses of Krsna, and then you will be
fully satisfied. How? Here is an example:
the different parts of your body cannot
enjoy independently of the whole body.
Your fingers can pick up a nice piece of
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cake, but they cannot enjoy it. But if the
fingers pick up the piece of cake and put it
into the mouth, it goes to the stomach;
then there is some secretion from the stom-
ach and it turns into blood; then the blood
is spread to different parts of the body,
and your finger is nourished. This is the
process for satisfying the various parts of
the body.

Similarly, we can enjoy sense gratifica-
tion—but through Krsna. If you satisfy
Krsna's senses, you feel complete sense
gratification. The gopis [the cowherd girls

in Krsna’'s spiritual abode] are the perfect
example. Of all the devotees, the gopis
are the supreme.

So, this is the process of human life: We
have to purify our present existential con-
dition by voluntarily accepting the regula-
tive principles given by the spiritual master,
the scriptures, and saintly persons. Then
we become purified. At that time we en-
gage our senses in the service of Lord
Krsna, and then we actually enjoy tran-
scendental sense gratification.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna. &



HIGH PRICE

(continued from page 9)

brains, they say, but it has no soul.

“I just don’t feel at home here the way I
did in Tokyo” says Dr. Srigeru Yamane,
an electrotechnical research scientist. Al-
though Tsukuba was also intended to serve
as an alternative living area for Tokyo's
burgeoning population, many Tsukubaites
now long for the shoulder-to-shoulder to-
getherness they once had back in the
swarming megalopolis. “It’s hard to ex-
plain to a foreigner,” says Dr. Yamane,
“but any Japanese understands it—we
Japanese like being close together. Despite
the space, the green lawns, the clean air—
or maybe because of them—I feel spiritu-
ally disjointed here.”

Spiritually disjointed? Most of us are
probably familiar with how occupational
circumstances can separate an individual
from comfortable social surroundings and
family relationships. We all feel a little
“disjointed” at times. But we may not be
so aware of how our entanglement in tech-
nological endeavors may bar us from the
most important necessity of human life,
spiritual realization.

From the time-honored Vedic literature,
we can understand that human intelligence
is meant for cultivating knowledge of our
original nature as eternal, spiritual beings,
part and parcel of God. A society that
squanders its resources in technological
competition, therefore, is misusing those
resources, especially the resource of higher
intelligence.

Ultimately, any truly progressive soci-
ety must provide for the spiritual benefit
of everyone while also providing prosper- -
ity, harmony, and unity. This is only pos-
sible spiritually, by centering all activities
(from agriculture to computer science) on
the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. The attempt to develop soci-
ety around any conception other than pleas-
ing the Supreme Personality of Godhead
will always fall short of providing the spiri-
tual nourishment we require.

“But what about all those tomatoes?”
one may ask. “Isn’t that a wonderful ac-
complishment, even without God in the
center?” But as Krsna explains in the
Bhagavad-gitd, “Know that all beautiful,
glorious, and mighty creations spring from
but a spark of My splendor.” Since the to-
mato plant originally came from Krsna,
the sun originates from Krspa, the ele-
ments used in the elaborate lens system
came from Krsna, and even the intelli-
gence required to put it all together is also
coming from Krsna, the credit, as well as
the tomatoes, should be offered to Krsna.
A society ignorant of the principles of God
consciousness—even a “brain city” —is
doomed to remain a society with no soul. i
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Give God the Nobel Prize

The following conversation took place
between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of
his disciples on an early-morning walk in
Geneva, on June 6, 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: Just look at this fig.
In this one fig, you find thousands of
seeds—and each tiny seed can produce
another tree as big as the original fig
tree. Inside each little seed is a whole
new fig tree.

Now, where is that chemist who can
do such a thing: first, make a tree, and
then, make the tree bear fruit, and next,
make the fruit produce seeds—and fi-
nally, make the seeds produce still more
trees? Just tell me. Where is that chemist?
Disciple: They talk very proudly, Srila
Prabhupada, but none of these chemists
and such can do any of these things.
Srila Prabhupada: Once a big chemist
came to me and admitted, “Our chemi-
cal advancement, our scientific advance-
ment, is like a man who has learned to
bark. So many natural dogs are already
barking, but no one pays any attention.
But if a man artificially learns the art of
barking, oh, so many people will go to
see—and even purchase tickets for ten
dollars, twenty dollars. Just to see an
artificial dog. Our scientific advancement
is like this.”

If a man makes an artificial imitation
of nature, say by barking, people go to
see and even pay money. When it comes
to the natural barking, no one cares.
And when these big so-called scientific
rascals claim they can manufacture life,
people give all sorts of praise and awards.
As for God’s perfect, natural process—
millions and millions of beings born at
each moment—no one cares. People
don’t give God’s process very much
credit.

The fool who concocts some utopian
scheme for creating living beings from
dead material chemicals—he is given
all credit, you see: the Nobel Prize.
“Oh, here is a creative genius.” And na-
ture is injecting millions and millions
of souls into material bodies at every
moment—the arrangement of God—
and no one cares. This is rascaldom.

Even if we suppose you could manu-
facture a man or animal in your labora-
tory, what would be your credit? After
all, a single man or animal created by
you, and millions and millions created
by the Lord. So we want to give credit to
Krsna, who is really creating all these
living beings we see every day.
Disciple: Prabhupada, you remember
Aldous Huxley, who predicted in Brave
New World a process of genetically
screening babies, of breeding men for
certain traits. The idea would be to take
one strain of traits and breed a class of
working men, take another strain of
traits and breed a class of administra-
tors, and take still another strain of
traits and breed a class of cultured ad-
visors and scholars.

Srila Prabhupada: Once again, that is
already present in God’s natural arrange-
ment. Guna-karma-vibhagasah: accord-
ing to one’s qualities and activities in his
past life, in this present life he gets a fit-
ting body. If one has cultivated the quali-
ties and activities of ignorance, he gets
an ignorant body and must live by manual
labor. If one has cultivated the qualities
and activities of striving passion, he gets
a passionate body and must live by tak-
ing charge of others—administration.

If one has cultivated the qualities and
activities of enlightenment, he gets an
enlightened body and must live by en-
lightening and advising others.

So you see, God has already made
such a perfect arrangement. Every soul
receives the body he desires and de-
serves, and the social order receives citi-
zens with required traits. Not that you
have to “breed” these traits. By His
natural arrangement, the Lord equips
particular souls with particular kinds of
bodies. Why even try imitating what
God and nature already do perfectly?

I told that scientist who visited me,
“You scientists—you are simply wasting
time.” Childish. They are just imitating
the dog’s barking. The scientist pays no
attention, gives no credit to the real dog
doing the real barking. Actually, that is
today’s situation. When the natural dog
barks, that is not science. When the arti-
ficial, imitation dog barks, that is science.
Isn’t it so? To whatever degree the scien-
tist succeeds in artificially imitating what
the Lord’s natural arrangement is al-
ready doing—that is science.

Disciple: When you heard, Prabhupada,
about the scientists claiming they can
now produce babies in a test tube, you
said, “But that is already being done in
the mother’s womb. The womb is the
perfect test tube.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Nature is already
doing everything with utter perfection.
But some puffed-up scientist will make
a shabby imitation—using the ingre-
dients nature supplies—and get the
Nobel Prize.

And what to speak of actually creat-
ing a baby—let us see the scientists pro-
duce even one blade of grass in their
proud laboratories.

Disciple: They should give the Lord and
Mother Nature the Nobel Prize.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes.

Disciple: Really, I think they should
give you the Nobel Prize. You've taken
so many foolish atheists and created
devotees of God.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, [—I am a “natu-
ral dog,” so they’ll not give me any prize.
[Laughs.] They will award the prize to
the artificial dogs. e
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purdana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER NINE
Brahma’s Prayers for Creative Energy

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Stimad-Bhagavatam,
Lord Visnu, an eternal expansion of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is responding to the prayers of Brahmad, the first created being
and the demigod who creates this cosmic world.

TEXT 35
e Tl vt S |
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rsim ddyam na badhnati
papiyams tvam rajo-gunah

yan mano mayi nirbaddham
prajah samsrjato 'pi te

rsim—unto the great sage; adyam—the first of the kind; na—never;
badhnati—encroaches; pdpiyan—vicious; tvém—you; rajah-gunah—
the material mode of passion; yat—because; manah—mind; mayi—in
Me; nirbaddham—compact in; prajah—progeny; samsrjatah—generat-
ing; api—in spite of; te—your.

TRANSLATION

You are the original rsi, and because your mind is always fixed
on Me, even though you will be engaged in generating various
progeny, the vicious mode of passion will never encroach upon
you.

PURPORT

The same assurance is given to Brahma in the Second Canto, Chapter
Nine, verse 36. Being so favored by the Lord, Brahma’s schemes and
plans are all infallible. If sometimes Brahma is seen to be bewildered, as,
in the Tenth Canto, he is bewildered by seeing the action of the internal
potency, that is also for his further advancement in transcendental ser-
vice. Arjuna is found to be similarly bewildered. All such bewilderment
of the pure devotees of the Lord is specifically meant for their further
advancement in knowledge of the Lord.

TEXT 36 :
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jidto "ham bhavatd tv adya
durvijiieyo 'pi dehinam
yan mam tvarm manyase 'yuktar
bhitendriya-gunatmabhih

jidtah—known; aham—Myself; bhavata—by you; tu—but; adya—
today; duh—difficult; vijieyah—to be known; api—in spite of;

dehinam—for the conditioned soul; yat—because; mam—Me; tvam—
you; manyase—understand; ayuktam—without being made of;
bhiita —material elements; indriya—material senses; guna—material
modes; dtmabhih—and false ego like the conditioned soul.

TRANSLATION

Although I am not easily knowable by the conditioned soul, you
have known Me today because you know that My personality is not
constituted of anything material, and specifically not of the five
gross and three subtle elements,

PURPORT

Knowledge of the Supreme Absolute Truth does not necessitate nega-
tion of the material manifestation but understanding of spiritual exis-
tence as it is. To think that because material existence is realized in
forms therefore spiritual existence must be formless is only a negative
material conception of spirit. The real spiritual conception is that spiri-
tual form is not material form. Brahma appreciated the eternal form of
the Lord in that way, and the Personality of Godhead approved of
Brahma’s spiritual conception. In Bhagavad-gita the Lord condemned
the material conception of Krsna’s body which arises because He is ap-
parently present like a man. The Lord may appear in any of His many,
many spiritual forms, but He is not materially composed, nor has He any
difference between body and self. That is the way of conceiving the spiri-
tual form of the Lord.

TEXT 37
a+ Az e A st |
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tubhyam mad-vicikitsayam
datma me darsito "bahih

ndlena salile miilam
puskarasya vicinvatah

tubhyam—unto you; mat—Me; vicikitsiydm—on your trying to
know; atmda—self; me—of Myself; darSitah—exhibited; abahih—from
within; ndlena—through the stem; salile—in the water; milam—root;
puskarasya—of the lotus, the primeval source; vicinvatah—contemplat-
ing. )

TRANSLATION

When you were contemplating whether there was a source to the
stem of the lotus of your birth and you even entered into that
stem, you could not trace out anything. But at that time I
manifested My form from within.

PURPORT

The Personality of Godhead can be experienced only by His causeless
mercy, not by mental speculation or with the help of the material senses.
Material senses cannot approach the transcendental understanding of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. He can be appreciated only by sub-
missive devotional service when He reveals Himself before the devotee.
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338 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 3, Ch. 9

Only by love of Godhead can one know God, and not otherwise. The Per-
sonality of Godhead cannot be seen with the material eyes, but He can be
seen from within by spiritual eyes opened by the ointment of love of
Godhead. As long as one’s spiritual eyes are closed due to the dirty cover-
ing of matter, one cannot see the Lord. But when the dirt is removed by
the process of devotional service, one can see the Lord, without a doubt.
Brahma's personal endeavor to see the root of the lotus pipe failed, but
when the Lord was satisfied by his penance and devotion, He revealed
Himself from within with no external endeavor.

TEXT 38
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yac cakarthanga mat-stotram
mat-kathabhyudaydrikitam
yad va tapasi te nistha
sa esa mad-anugrahah

yat—that which; cakartha—performed; anga—O Brahma; mai-
stotram —prayers for Me; mat-katha—words regarding My activities;
abhyudaya-ankitam—enumerating My transcendental glories; yat—or
that; vi—either; tapasi—in penance; fe—your; nistha—faith; sah—
that; esah—all these; mat—My; anugrahah—causeless mercy.

TRANSLATION

O Brahma, the prayers that you have chanted praising the glo-
ries of My transcendental activities, the penances you have under-
taken to understand Me, and your firm faith in Me—all these are to
be considered My causeless mercy.

PURPORT

When a living entity desires to serve the Lord in transcendental loving
service, the Lord helps the devotee in so many ways as the caitya-guru,
or the spiritual master within, and thus the devotee can perform many
wonderful activities beyond material estimation. By the mercy of the
Lord even a layman can compose prayers of the highest spiritual perfec-
tion. Such spiritual perfection is not limited by material qualifications
but is developed by dint of one’s sincere endeavor to render transcenden-
tal service. Voluntary endeavor is the only qualification for spiritual per-
fection. Material acquisitions of wealth or education are not considered.

TEXT 39
WAISEHEG W5 o SERET HAeREsa |
o feaur e 3R

prito 'ham astu bhadrari te
lokdnam vijayecchaya

yad astausir gunamayar
nirgunam mdanuvarnayan

pritah—pleased; aham—Myself; astu—let it be so; bhadram—all
benediction; te—unto you; lokdnam—of the planets; vijaya—for
glorification; icchaya—by your desire; yat—that which; astausih—you
prayed for; guna-mayam—describing all transcendental qualities;
nirgupam—although I am free from all material qualities; ma—Me;
anuvarnayan—nicely describing.

TRANSLATION
I am very much pleased by your description of Me in terms of
My transcendental qualities, which appear mundane to the mun-
daners. I grant you all benedictions in your desire to glorify all the
planets by your activities.
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PURPORT

A pure devotee of the Lord like Brahma and those in his line of dis-
ciplic succession always desire that the Lord be known all over the uni-
verse by each and every one of the living entities. That desire of the
devotee is always blessed by the Lord. The impersonalist sometimes
prays for the mercy of the Personality of Godhead Narayana as the em-
bodiment of material goodness, but such prayers do not satisfy the Lord
because He is not thereby glorified in terms of His actual transcendental
qualities. The pure devotees of the Lord are always most dear to Him, al-
though He is always kind and merciful to all living entities. Here the
word gunamayam is significant because it indicates the Lord’s possessing
transcendental qualities.

TEXT 40
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ya etena puman nityarm
stutva stotrena mdrm bhajet

tasyasu samprasideyarn
sarva-kama-varesvarah

yah—anyone who; etena—by this; pumdn—human being; nityam—
regularly; stutva—praying; stotrena—by the verses; mam—Me; bha-
Jet-—may worship; tasya—his; @§u—very soon; samprasideyam—I shall
fulfill; sarva—all; kama—desires; vara-iSvarah—the Lord of all
benediction.

TRANSLATION

Any human being who prays like Brahma, and who thus wor-
ships Me, shall very soon be blessed with the fulfillment of all his
desires, for I am the Lord of all benediction.

PURPORT

The prayers offered by Brahma cannot be chanted by anyone who
desires to fulfill his own sense gratification. Such prayers can be selected
only by a person who wants to satisfy the Lord in His service. The Lord
certainly fulfills all desires in regard to transcendental loving service,
but He cannot fulfill the whims of nondevotees, even when such casual
devotees offer Him the best of prayers.

TEXT 41
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piirtena tapasa yajiair
danair yoga-samdadhind
raddham nihsreyasam pumsan
mat-pritis tattvavin-matam

piirtena—by traditional good work; tapasda—by penances; yajiiaih—
by sacrifices; danaih—by charities; yoga—by mysticism; samadhind—
by trance; raddham—success; nih§reyasam—ultimately beneficial;
purisam—of the human being; mat—of Me; pritih—satisfaction; tat-
tva-vit—expert transcendentalist; matam —opinion.

TRANSLATION

It is the opinion of expert transcendentalists that the ultimate
goal of performing all traditional good works, penances,
sacrifices, charities, mystic activities, trances, etc., is to invoke My
satisfaction.

PURPORT

There are many traditionally pious activities in human society, such as
altruism, philanthropy, nationalism, internationalism, charity, sacrifice,
penance, and even meditation in trance, and all of them can be fully
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beneficial only when they lead to the satisfaction of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. The perfection of any activity —social, political,
religious or philanthropic—is to satisfy the Supreme Lord. This secret of
success is known to the devotee of the Lord, as exemplified by Arjuna on
the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. As a good, nonviolent man, Arjuna did not
want to fight with his kinsmen, but when he understood that Krsna
wanted the fight and had arranged it at Kuruksetra, he gave up his own
satisfaction and fought for the satisfaction of the Lord. That is the right
decision for all intelligent men. One’s only concern should be to satisfy
the Lord by one’s activities. If the Lord is satisfied by an action, whatever
it may be, then it is successful. Otherwise, it is simply a waste of time.
That is the standard of all sacrifice, penance, austerity, mystic trance and
other good and pious work.

TEXT 42
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aham atmatmandm dhatah
presthah san preyasam api
ato mayi ratim kuryad
dehadir yat-krte priyah

aham—I am; atma—the Supersoul; dtmandm—of all other souls;
dhatah—director; presthah—the dearest; san—being; preyasam—of
all dear things; api—certainly; atah—therefore; mayi—unto Me;
ratim—attachment; kurydt—one should do; deha-ddih—the body and
mind; yat-krte—on whose account; priyah—very dear.

TRANSLATION

I am the Supersoul of every individual. I am the supreme direc-
tor and the dearest. People are wrongly attached to the gross and
subtle bodies, but they should be attached to Me only.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead, is the dearest in both
the conditioned and liberated states. When a person does not know that
the Lord is the only dearmost object, then he is in the conditioned state of
life, and when one knows perfectly well that the Lord is the only
dearmost object, he is considered to be liberated. There are degrees of
knowing one’s relationship with the Lord, depending on the degree of
realization as to why the Supreme Lord is the dearmost object of every
living being. The real reason is clearly stated in Bhagavad-gita (15.7).
Mamaivamso jiva-loke jiva-bhitah sandtanah: the living entities are
eternally parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord. The living entity is
called the dtmd, and the Lord is called the Paramatma. The living entity
is called Brahman, and the Lord is called the Parabrahman, or the
Parameévara. Isvarah paramah krsnah. The conditioned souls, who do
not have self-realization, accept the material body as the dearmost. The
idea of the dearmost is then spread all over the body, both concentrated
and extended. The attachment for one’s own body and its extensions like
children and relatives is actually developed on the basis of the real living
entity. As soon as the real living entity is out of the body, even the body
of the most dear son is no longer attractive. Therefore the living spark,
or eternal part of the Supreme, is the real basis of affection, and not the
body. Because the living entities are also parts of the whole living entity,
that supreme living entity is the factual basis of affection for all. One
who has forgotten the basic principle of his love for everything has only
flickering love because he is in maya. The more one is affected by the
principle of mayd, the more he is detached from the basic principle of
love. One cannot factually love anything unless he is fully developed in
the loving service of the Lord.

In the present verse, stress is given to focusing love upon the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The word kuryat is significant here. This means
“one must have it.” It is just to stress that we must have more and more
attachment to the principle of love. The influence of maya is experienced

by the part and parcel spiritual entity, but it cannot influence the Super-
soul, the Paramatma. The Mayavadi philosophers, accepting the in-
fluence of mdyd on the living entity, want to become one with the
Paramatma. But because they have no actual love for Paramitma, they
remain ever entrapped by the influence of maya and are unable to ap-
proach the vicinity of Paramatma. This inability is due to their lack of
affection for the Paramatma. A rich miser does not know how to utilize
his wealth, and therefore, in spite of his being very rich, his miserly
behavior keeps him everlastingly a poor man. On the other hand, a per-
son who knows how to utilize wealth can quickly become a rich man,
even with a small credit balance.

The eyes and the sun are very intimately related because without
sunlight the eyes are unable to see. But the other parts of the body, being
attached to the sun as a source of warmth, take more advantage of the
sun than do the eyes. Without possessing affection for the sun, the eyes
cannot bear the rays of the sun; or, in other words, such eyes have no
capacity to understand the utility of the sun’s rays. Similarly, the empiric
philosophers, despite their theoretical knowledge of Brahman, cannot
utilize the mercy of the Supreme Brahman because they lack affection.
So many impersonal philosophers remain everlastingly under the in-
fluence of maya because, although they indulge in theoretical knowledge
of Brahman, they do not develop affection for Brahman nor do they have
any scope for development of affection because of their defective
method. A devotee of the sun-god, even though devoid of eyesight, can
see the sun-god as he is even from this planet, whereas one who is not a
devotee of the sun cannot even bear the glaring sunlight. Similarly, by
devotional service, even though one is not on the level of a jiiani, one can
see the Personality of Godhead within himself due to his development of
pure love. In all circumstances one should try to develop love of God-
head, and that will solve all contending problems.

TEXT 43
TG |

g G qANA I AT B30

sarva-veda-mayenedam
dtmandtmatma-yonind

prajah srja yathd-pirvam
Y@s ca mayy anuserate

sarva—all; veda-mayena—under complete Vedic wisdom; idam—
this; atmana—by the body; atma—you; atma-yonina—directly born of
the Lord; prajah—living entities; srja—generate; yathd-pirvam—as it
was hereinbefore; yah—which; ca—also; mayi—in Me; anuserate —lie.

TRANSLATION

By following My instructions you can now generate the living
entities as before, by dint of your complete Vedic wisdom and the
body you have directly received from Me, the supreme cause of
everything.

TEXT 44
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maitreya uvdca
tasma evam jagal-srastre
pradhdna-purusesvarah
vyajyedar svena ripena
kanja-nabhas tirodadhe

maitreyah uvdca—the sage Maitreya said; tasmai—unto him;
evam—thus; jagat-srastre—unto the creator of the universe; pradhdna-

purusa-isvarah—the primeval Lord, the Personality of Godhead; vyajya
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[Canto 3, Ch. 10

idom—after instructing this; svena—in His person; riipena—by the
form; kanja-nabhah—the Personality of Godhead Narayana;
tirodadhe —disappeared.

TRANSLATION

The sage Maitreya said: After instructing Brahma, the creator of
the universe, to expand, the primeval Lord, the Personality of
Godhead in His personal form as Nardyana, disappeared.

PURPORT

Before his activity in creating the universe, Brahma saw the Lord.
That is the explanation of the catuh-sloki Bhagavatam. When the cre-
ation awaited Brahma's activity, Brahma saw the Lord, and therefore the
Lord existed in His personal form before the creation. His eternal form is
not created by the attempt of Brahmd, as imagined by less intelligent
men. The Personality of Godhead appeared as He is before Brahma, and
He disappeared from him in the same form, which is not materially
tinged.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Ninth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Brahma’s Prayers for
Creative Energy.”

CHAPTER TEN
Divisions of the Creation

TEXT 1
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vidura uvdca
antarhite bhagavati
brahma loka-pitamahah
prajah sasarja katidhd
daihikir manasir vibhuh

vidurah uvaca—Sri Vidura said; antarhite—after the disappearance;
bhagavati—of the Personality of Godhead; brahma—the first created
living being; loka-pitamahgh—the grandfather of all planetary inhabi-
tants; pmjdbégenerations; sasarja—created; katidhah—how many;
daikikih—from his body; manasth—from his mind; vibhuh—the great.

TRANSLATION
Sri Vidura said: O great sage, please let me know how Brahma,
the grandfather of the planetary inhabitants, created the bodies of
the living entities from his own body and mind after the disap-
pearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

TEXT 2
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ye ca me bhagavan prstas
tvayy artha bahuvittama

tdn vadasvanupirvyena
chindhi nah sarva-sams$aydn

ye—all those; ca—also; me—by me; bhagavan—0O powerful one;
prstah—inquired; tvayi—unto you; arthah—purpose; bahu-vit-tama—
O greatly learned one; tan—all of them; vadasva—kindly describe;
anupirvyena—from beginning to end; chindhi—kindly eradicate;
nah—my; sarva—all; samsaydn—doubts.
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TRANSLATION

O greatly learned one, kindly eradicate all my doubts, and let me
know of all that I have inquired from you from the beginning to
the end.

PURPORT

Vidura asked all relevant questions of Maitreya because he knew well
that Maitreya was the right person to reply to all the points of his
inquiries. One must be confident about the qualifications of his teacher;
one should not approach a layman for replies to specific spiritual in-
quiries. Such inquiries, when replied to with imaginative answers by the
teacher, are a program for wasting time.

TEXT 3
qa 34
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sita uvdca
evam saficoditas tena
ksattra kausdravir munih
pritah pratyaha tan prasnan
hrdi-sthan atha bhdrgava

siitah uvdea—Sri Sita Gosvami said; evam—thus; sanicoditah—being
enlivened; tena—by him; ksattra—by Vidura; kausdravih—the son of
Kusara; munih—great sage; pritah—being pleased; pratyaha—replied;
tan—those; prasnan—questions; hrdi-sthan—from the core of his
heart; atha—thus; bhargava—O son of Bhrgu.

TRANSLATION

Siita Gosvami said: O son of Bhrgu, the great sage Maitreya
Muni, thus hearing from Vidura, felt very much enlivened. Every-
thing was in his heart, and thus he began to reply to the questions
one after another.

PURPORT

The phrase sita uvdca (“Sata Gosvami said"’) appears to indicate a
break in the discourse between Maharaja Pariksit and Sukadeva
Gosvami. While Sukadeva Gosvami was speaking to Mahiraja Pariksit,
Stta Gosvami was only one member of a large audience. But Sita
Gosvami was speaking to the sages of Naimisaranya, headed by the sage
Saunaka, a descendant of Sukadeva Gosvami. This, however, does not
make any substantial difference in the topics under discussion.

TEXT 4
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maitreya uvdca
virifico 'pi tathd cakre
divyam varsa-Satam tapah
atmany dtmanam dveSya

yathdha bhagavan ajah

maitreyah uvica—the great sage Maitreya said; viriicah—Brahma;
api—also; tathd—in that manner; cakre—performed; divyam—
celestial; varsa-satam—one hundred years; tapah—penances; atmani—
unto the Lord; dtmanam—his own self; dve§ya—engaging; yatha
aha—as it was spoken; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead; ajah—
the unborn.

TRANSLATION

The greatly learned sage Maitreya said: O Vidura, Brahma thus
engaged himself in penances for one hundred celestial years, as
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advised by the Personality of Godhead, and applied himself in de-
votional service to the Lord.

PURPORT

That Brahmi engaged himself for the Personality of Godhead,
Nariyana, means that he engaged himself in the service of the Lord; that
is the highest penance one can perform for any number of years. There
is no retirement from such service, which is eternal and ever
encouraging.

TEXT 5
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tad vilokydbja-sambhiito
vayund yad-adhisthitah

padmam ambhas ca tat-kdla-
krta-viryepa kampitam

tat vilokya—looking into that; abja-sambhitah—whose source of
birth was a lotus; vdyund—by the air; yat—that; adhisthitah—on
which he was situated; padmam—lotus; ambhah—water; ca—also; tat-
kala-krta—which was effected by eternal time; viryena—by its inherent
force; kampitam—trembling.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter Brahma saw that both the lotus on which he was situ-
ated and the water on which the lotus was growing were trembling
due to a strong, violent wind.

PURPORT

The material world is called illusory because it is a place of forgetful-
ness of the transcendental service of the Lord. Thus one engaged in the
the Lord’s devotional service in the material world may sometimes be
very much disturbed by awkward circumstances. There is a declaration
of war between the two parties, the illusory energy and the devotee, and
sometimes the weak devotees fall victim to the onslaught of the powerful
illusory energy. Lord Brahma, however, was sufficiently strong, by the
causeless mercy of the Lord, and he could not be victimized by the ma-
terial energy, although it gave him cause for anxiety when it managed to
totter the existence of his position.

TEXT 6

qqE GYMAA e SweRder |
frgimrEdt = v qawE & |

tapasa hy edhamdnena
vidyayd cdtma-saristhaya
vivrddha-vijiana-balo
nyapad vayur sahdmbhasa

tapasa—by penance; hi—certainly; edhamdanena—increasing; vid-
yayd—by transcendental knowledge; ca—also; dtma—self; sam-
sthaya—situated in the self; vivrddha—matured; vijidna—practical
knowledge; balah—power; nyapat—drank; vayum—the wind; saha
ambhasd—along with the water.

TRANSLATION

Long penance and transcendental knowledge of self-realization
had matured Brahma in practical knowledge, and thus he drank
the wind completely, along with the water.

PURPORT

Lord Brahma's struggle for existence is a personal example of the con-
tinued fight between the living entities in the material world and the il-

lusory energy called mayd. Beginning from Brahma down to this age, the
living entities are struggling with the forces of material nature. By ad-
vanced knowledge in science and transcendental realization, one can try
to control the material energy, which works against our endeavors, and
in the modern age advanced material scientific knowledge and penance
have played very wonderful roles in controlling the powers of the ma-
terial energy. Such control of the material energy, however, can be most
successfully carried out if one is a soul surrendered unto the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and carries out His order in the spirit of loving
transcendental service.

TEXT 7
dfeor oy o agfafie |
A BIR TV feqarearaaq 119 ||

tad vilokya viyad-vyapi
puskararh yad-adhisthitam

anena lokan prag-linan
kalpitasmity acintayat

tat vilokya—looking into that; viyat-vyapi—extensively widespread;
puskaram—the lotus; yat—that which; adhisthitam—he was situated;
anena—hy this; lokan—all the planets; prak-lindn—previously merged
in dissolution; kalpita asmi—I shall create; iti—thus; acintayat—
he thought.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter he saw that the lotus on which he was situated was
spread throughout the universe, and he contemplated how to cre-
ate all the planets, which were previously merged in that very same
lotus.

PURPORT

The seeds of all the planets in the universe were impregnated in the
lotus on which Brahma was situated. All the planets were already gener-
ated by the Lord, and all the living entities were also born in Brahma.
The material world and the living entities were all already generated in
seedling forms by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and Brahma was
to disseminate the same seedlings all over the universe. The real creation
is therefore called sarga, and, later on, the manifestation by Brahma is
called visarga.

TEXT 8
quRE A SRR |
o SR e e fEamr 1 ¢

padma-kosarh tadavisya
bhagavat-karma-coditah

ekarn vyabhdnksid urudha
tridha bhavyarh dvi-saptadha

padma-kosam—the whorl of the lotus; tadd—then; GuiSya—entering
into; bhagavat—by the Supreme Personality of Godhead; karma—in ac-
tivities; coditah—being encouraged by; ekam—one; vyabhanksit—

divided into; wurudha—great division; tridhd—three divisions;
bhavyam—capable of further creation; dvi-saptadhd—fourteen
divisions.

TRANSLATION

Thus engaged in the service of the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Lord Brahma entered into the whorl of the lotus, and as it
spread all over the universe he divided it into three divisions of
worlds and later into fourteen divisions.

(continued in next issue)
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International Society for

CENTERS AROU

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta— 10516 Oakfield Drive S.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN ZN7/ (403) 468-5119
Halifax, Nova Scotia—2350 Agricola St., B3K 4B6/ (902) 423-4607
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Catherine West, H3B 1B2/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9718

FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Saranagati-dhima)—Box 99, VOK 1A0

RESTAURANT

Ottawa—The Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460

U.S.A.

Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N. E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 744-9537
Boulder, Culorado 917 Pleasant St., 803021’ (303) 444-7005

72 C Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Cau'un, Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis No. 42, 00625/ (809) 746-9829
Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cincinnati, Ohio—119 W. McMillan St., 45219/ (513) 861-2506
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—379 W. 8th Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Flushing, New York—51-14 Kissena Blvd., 11355/ (718) 961-4851
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5212
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas— 1320 W. 34th St./ (713) 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 8. Ocean Av., Freepor, 11920/ (516) 378.6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Avt 90034/ (213) B36-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140-" (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverlev Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6715
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) 855-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich, Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
l’llll.lde]phn Penmylvama—ﬂ W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600

, Rhode Island—23 Preston St., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
Sl. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63 1034' (314) 535-8085
San Du-go. California— 1030 Grand Ave Pacific Be:u:h 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San F isco, CA—Bhakti Insntute & Fellowship, B4 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seltde, Waullingtonv—.il 14 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 3297011
Spanish Fork, Utah—KHON Radio ]430 8618 S. Hwy. 6 (mail: P.O. Box 379), 84660/ (801) 798-3559
State College,:' yl i 103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azeele St., 33606/ (813) 872-6694
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301} 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklak (New Kurul )—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Clmm, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Bm: 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact Gurabo)
Hillul:orousl- North Cnrol.ina (New Goloka)—Rct. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
M ka)—Murari I‘m]ecl. Re. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331
New Vnndnbnn. w. Vu'sl.nu—R D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krgnaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Philo, California (Gaura-mandala-giri)—P.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nigari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadhouse, Illinois (Amgta-desa)—Rr. 1, Box 70, 6208Y/ (217) 927-4324
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS

Dallas—Kalachandji’s (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May—Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—]agannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—23 Wellingron Park, Belfast BT9 6DL/ 668874

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

Dublin, Ireland—Blackcastle Organic Farm, Navan, County Meath/ 21751

« London, England (city)—10 Scho St., London W1/ (01) 437-8441

London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244

FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, lre]and(l(;gm—nipri]—&m’nw Cork
Lake Island uf'lms Rath—Li County Fi h, Northern Ireland/ 21512
ndon, Ei d— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANTS

Belfast, Nothern Ireland —Govinda’s, 18/19 Shaftsbury Square/ 246405
Dubli.n, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2/ 791648
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-8442

ITALY
Bari—Via Nazionale 10A, Palese (BA) 70057/ (080) 321428
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268

FARM COMMUNITY
Fl (Villa Vmda )—Via C le degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) B20-054
RESTAURANTS

Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856

OTHER CO!
lam, Holland—Kei ht 94/ (020) 24-94-10
Ath G Bhaktivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
Btrgen, Nnrway—Srcrhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 290545
Ci gen, D & ‘_N‘}\ mda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Didi Switzerland 1 Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Gﬂthenbur\x, Swed.m—Guvmdas \-"nsrm Hamngatan 20, 41117 Gothenburg/ (031) 116166
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gird, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151
H!l&ll.‘lki, Finland —Govinda' s, Jadkirinkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Hei W. G i Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Spun——Calle del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, F reau d'Er ville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Sepwn, lglum_(jhalean de Petit Somme Septon 5482/ 086-322480
, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Slnllxmrg, France—1 rue Sellenick, 6?000 Strashourg/ 16 (88) 25 50 33
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland —Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zirich/ (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Giird, Sweden—15300 Jima/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Npsithha-Ksetra)—
(contact Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Miydpur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
RESTAURANT
Paris—L'arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O. Box 235, Kingswood)/
(08) 2720488
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 3791996
Cairns—69 Spence 5t., Caims, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caimns Mail Centre,
Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 518601
Canberra—19 State Circle, Forrest, (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/
(062) 953774
Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)/
(002) 234569
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 6995122
Nual'zhgszysdl;y—lﬁo Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.5.W. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. Box 2766, Sydney 2001)/
(02) 9261
Perth—590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W. A.
6005)/ (09) 3289171
Surfer's Paradise—2295 Gold Coast nghwa\f. Surfer’s Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ (075) 501642
Sydney—112 Darlingt Rd., , New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/ {GZ} 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: P.O. Box 157, Windsor, N.S.W. 2765)/ (045) 755284
urwillumbah (New Govard} )—"Eungella,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 723047
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome St., Adelaide, 5. A. 5000/ (08) 2237726
Brisbane—Food for Life, 252 George St., Brisbane, (F'land 4000
Cairns—Gapal's (at ISKCON Caims)
1k Gopal's, 139 5 St., Vic. 3000/(03) 631578
Melboum—Crosswaw. 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St., Vic. 3000/ (03) 622800
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. Surfer’s Paradise—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Q'land 4217
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta, N.S.W. 2150/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)

Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St., King’s Cross, N.S.W. 2011

| NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI

. Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)

(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ 4128075

Christchurch, New Zeal 3 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ (3) 61965

Lautoka, Fiil—S Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48

Suva, Fiji—FP.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282

Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St. (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 850876
RESTAURANT

Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ (9) 34885

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odakor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
. Benin City, Nigeria—FKaro Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681)
' Buea, Camercon—Southwest Provim:r: (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Matal 3680/ (325) 219-19
lbadan, Nigeria—Oba Akintoba St., opp. Unibadan (mail: P.O. Box 9996 U.1.}
Kitwe, Zambia—P.O. Box 20242
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mchammed International Airport Expressway, Mafaluku
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.O. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Mairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (corner of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. 11
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria— 1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Mauritius—Govinda's, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bornes/ 42409

. ASIA

i INDIA

Agartala, Tripura— Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

| Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935

l Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
|

Rajkot 360 003)
Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Upper Palace Orchards, Sadashiv Nagar, 560 080/ 361539
Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499
.| Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
| Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860
| Calcurtta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757
| Chandigarh, Pun]ab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634
| Cht haria (Hari: ), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevask P.O. Chhaygl
| P.S. Bongaon Dist. 24 Psrgsvmﬁ
| Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hvderalmd, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd.,
| Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
| Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road Madras 600 010/ 662286
Sh
|
|

500001/ 51018

Mayﬁpur, w gal Mayapur C daya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
i Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
New Del.hl—M 119 Gn:.m.r Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Klsna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar, Road No, 12, 800 016
Peta-Kakani, Andhra Pradesh—Guntur District
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.
Silchar, Assam— Ambikapatti, Silichar— 788004, Cachar District
Surat, Gmamt—kander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395005/ 84215
Ti.rupaﬁ. A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Chs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—TC224/1485, W/C Hospital Rd., Thychaud, 695014/ 68197
Vrindiavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayipur, W. Bengal—(contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan—Krishna-Balaram Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—]Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasa:
Bnnglmk Tlnai.land—139 Sof Puttha-Osoth, New Road.l’ 233-2488
desh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city - office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong/ 20-2219)
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—5 Homantin St., Flat 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
Jakarta, Ind Yayasan Kesad: Krsnia Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Sri Kunj Kamaladi/ 2-16368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, Kuala Lumpur/ 730172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fcrnandn:z, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Keong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No. 58

Nongh

——

p—

Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254
RESTAURANT

Cehu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr, Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Geuilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031)223-2776
Brasilia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ (061) 553-1173
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, ltaguagd
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Goiania, GO—Rua 104 Bloco 14, Setor Sul
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro
Pindamonhangaba, SP—Av. Cel. Fernando Prestes, 405
aPérto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim
Recife, PE—Rua Maria Digna Cameiro, 6960, Candeias, Jaboatao
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, R]—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Antonio Bento, 97
Sio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pﬁsmr, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855/ 63-1674
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod
FARM COMMUNITY
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande/ (0122) 42-2466
Vrajabhumi—(contact ISKCON Rio)
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514, Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepee, Mexico, D.E. 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.E./ 548-9323
Monterrey—Calle Casas Grandes, No. 320-A (second floor), Col. Mitras Centrof 483600
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pre., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich,
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccic ienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancinge, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhimi)—(contact Mexico City)
PERU
Arequipa—]erusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—>San Juan de Dios 285 Aleos/ 222353
Chosica—Parque Echenique 122
Huancayo—(contact ISKCON Lima)
Lima—Avenida San Martin 135, Barranco/ 670405
Trujillo—Bolivar 738
FARM COMMUNITIES
Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DPTO, De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Chosica—(at ISKCON Chosica)
Cuzco—Calle Espideros 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Lima—Ay. Grau 137, Barranco
Lima—Av. Schell 634, Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota. Colombla—Carrera 444, No. 22D-bis-57/ 269-3118
Aires, i Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires
Cali, Colomhm—ﬁvcmda 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Valparaiso con Callején Wash., Quinta “Mamd Vieja,” El Parasof 461-6559
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepc.lén. Chl!l:—Nongw:n‘ 588/ 23150
d A de Arellano 680, (5000) Alta Cérdoba
Cmbwuod Creek, Guyana—Gmnl 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Georgetown, Guyana—IA Ulirvluge Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador—V. E. Estrada 110, Circunvalacion Norte/ 382439
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460, (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531, Sue. Pluna
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: B.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mirs. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17
Santiago, Chlle—Manuel C:Arvallu ??I Nunoa, Santiago/ 392734
Santo Domi. lic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254
Trinidad and Tul:ago. West [ndles—Prabhupﬂda Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilicala)— (contact Guayaquil)
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera'a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indics, Zapotitdn,
Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
Quito, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 y Venezuela/ 511083
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some
of these schools are now prepared to accept
students from outside their local communi-
ties. Here’s your opportunity to give your
child a strong spiritual foundation, in addition
to standard academic knowledge.

For more information, write to Sri Rama
dasa, ISKCON Gurukula Education Office,
P.O. Box 388, Lake Huntington, N.Y. 12752.

Tired of media stereotypes of the Hare Krsna
movement? Want to understand who the Hare
Krsna people really are and what they're
about? Then read Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna:
Five Distinguished Scholars on the Krishna
Movement in the West, a collection of inter-
views with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn, Thomas
Hopkins, A. L. Basham, and Srivatsa Goswami
conducted by the book’s editor, Steven J.
Gelberg, the Hare Krsna movement’s director
for interreligious affairs. Together, these dia-
logues shed much light on relevant historical,
sociological, psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement. This book
will help you understand the logic and appeal
of the Hare Krsna movement.
276 pages, softbound.
Order from a bookstore or check the gift
shop of the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Radio KHQN, ISKCON’s Utah station, of-
fers taped, serialized programs. Each series
consists of from thirty to one hundred half-
hour programs and is based on ISKCON pub-
lications and the Vedic literature. Programs
include such topics as Krsna, Srila Prabhupada,
Mahabharata, Ramayana, plus programs on
diet, reincarnation, science, abortion, and is-
sues of the day. A demo is available for $1.50
that includes samples of each series. Cost is
$3.00 per sixty-minute tape (postage paid in
U.S. only). Write KHQN, P.O. Box 379,
Spanish Fork, UT 84660, or call (801) 798-3559.

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krspa movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they’re realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you're married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you'll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20-21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paramananda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

If you’re a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they're for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they're not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, check with the gift store at
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Join the Hare Krspa walking tour of sacred
India. You're with Hare Krsna devotees from
around the world, touring India by foot, visit-
ing her most sacred places. Guided by two
senior ISKCON sannyasis, you travel from
village to village, town to town, seeing spiri-
tual India as it really is, up close, and getting
to know her people. Every evening you take
part in an ecstatic festival, with chanting,
dancing, and giving out krsna-prasadam (food
offered to Krsna). It’s a once-in-a-lifetime
event, celebrating 500 years since the advent
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

It’s already underway, so join now. Stay a
few weeks, a few months. Or stay all the way
till March, for the grand celebrations at Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace, Sridhama Mayapur,
West Bengal. It’s a spiritual experience you'll
remember the rest of your life.

For free details, write Sridhara Swami, Pada-
yatra Touring Party, Hare Krishna Land,
Juhu, Bombay 400 054, India.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Damodara
(October 29—November 27)

November 3— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, a great devotee
of Krsna known for his Bengali devotional
songs.

November 4— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Harike$a Swami Visnupada, one of the
present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

November 9— Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

November 12— Diwali (the festival of illumi-
nating Krsna’s temples with lamps). Call your
local Hare Krsna temple for details.

November 13— Govardhana-puja (festival
commemorating the worship of Govardhana
Hill by the residents of Vrndavana and Krsna’s
lifting the hill). Call your local Hare Krsna
center for details.

November 16— Disappearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. Devotees observe this day with personal
remembrances of Srila Prabhupada, readings
from his biography, and fasting till noon.

November 17— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Hridayananda Goswami Acaryadeva,
one of the present spiritual masters in the
Hare Krsna movement.

November 19— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great follower of
the six gosvamis of Vrndavana.

November 22— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila GaurakiSora dasa Babaji, the spiri-
tual master of Srila Prabhupada’s guru, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta. Fasting till noon.

November 23—Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

November 27— Last day of Damodara-vrata
and Caturmasya-vrata.

Month of Kesava
(November 28—December 27)

December 8 —Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Also, appearance an-
niversary of Srila Satsvariipa dasa Goswami
Gurupada, one of the present spiritual mas-
ters in the Hare Krsna movement.

December 17— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisvaripa Damodara Swami Sri-
pada, one of the present spiritual masters in
the Hare Krsna movement.

December 23— Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans.
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A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Float Parade Is Part of
ISKCON Festival in Calcutta

v

One of the floats featured Laksmi-Narayana (the goddess of fortune and the Supreme

Lord,

; ; f
! : .f it

Nardyana, her husband) and Brahma atop a lotus flower.

Calcutta— Three chariots carrying Jagan-
natha, Balarama, and Subhadr, along with
five decorated dioramas depicting the Vedic
heritage of Bengal, recently journeyed
through this city as part of ISKCON'’s
annual Ratha-yatra festival. Instead of
one chariot, as in previous years, the
devotees prepared three (with heights of
fifty feet, forty feet, and twenty feet). In
addition, a special float parade, sponsored
by local companies, was a new feature.
This being the five-hundredth anniversary
of the appearance of Lord Caitanya, the
devotees made elaborate arrangements to
make the celebration special.

The traditionally mammoth procession
drew two million people this year and was
telecast nationally.

Following the celebration, Justice Bhag-
wati P. Bannerjee and Justice M. M. Dutt
inaugurated a seven-day Hare Krsna festi-
val at the Maidan park. There the devotees
displayed the floats, erected a fifty-foot-
high tent to serve as Lord Jagannatha’s
temple, held early-morning and evening
programs that drew twenty-five thousand
people daily and forty thousand on the
weekend, and nightly fed ten thousand.
The programs included lectures, videos,
and colorful Vedic fire sacrifices.

Dedication of Krishnaland in Vancouver
Coincides with Lord Caitanya’s Quincentennial

Vancouver— Lord Caitanya’s outstretched
arms beckon commuters, the curious, and
devotees to visit a new attraction here
called Krishnaland, the eight-acre Vedic
community at the ISKCON center. The
recently unveiled statue of Lord Caitanya
in a dancing pose (sculpted by Subrata

Lahiri) stands in a garden with a fountain
and at thirty feet, is the tallest freestanding
statue in Canada.

At the dedication ceremony, Elwood N.
Veitch, member of the legislative assembly.
commended the devotees and requested
that they continue to foster “the spiritual

: PARTHA DASA

growth of all our people.” Jagadish C.
Sharma, India’s consul general, requested
everyone present to make next year's five-
hundredth-anniversary celebration of Lord
Caitanya’s appearance an internationally
recognized occasion.

ISKCON has been invited to participate
in the 1986 World Exposition in British
Columbia. Some thirty countries will take
part, and visitors are expected from all
over the world. The ISKCON devotees
plan to sponsor the Ratha-yatra parade
and a Festival of India as part of the expo-
sition. These exciting developments ensure
that Lord Caitanya’s appearance anniver-
sary will be widely recognized and cele-
brated in western Canada next year.

Vancouver’s ISKCON temple has be-
come a major spiritual center in western
Canada. The heart of the community is the
lavish Vedic-style temple (completed in
1983), which has become a center of wor-
ship for thousands of Indians. The temple,
with its stained-glass windows, marble
floors, carved pillars and arches, and exotic
murals, has attracted widespread media
coverage. Forty members of Vancouver’s
school board visited ISKCON'’s elementary
school last year, and since then, many
schools have sent their classes for a guided
tour of the community.

Future developments for Krishnaland
will include a restaurant, a museum, and a
cultural center featuring a garden of statues
and dioramas.

A thirty-foot-high statue of Lord Caitanya now
stands in Burnaby, British Columbia, in full
view of Marine Way, a road that carries thirty-
five thousand cars daily.
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A Walking Tour:

n India, going on pilgrimage to places where the Supreme Lord per-

formed His pastimes is as popular, or more so, than sightseeing is in the
West. Every year hundreds of millions of Indians journey by plane, train,
bus, auto, ox cart, and on foot to ancient temples and to holy cities. The
word pada-yarra (literally “walking festival”) refers to any extended walk-
ing tour of sacred places. Thus pada-yatra is an integral part of India’s
honored pilgrimage tradition. Five hundred years ago, when the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, descended as Lord Caitanya to play the ,
part of His own devotee, He performed pada-ydtra, traveling on foot all
over South India and inspiring everyone to chant Krsna’s holy names. To



YATRA!

of Holy India

VYO VIVHVINVA

commemorate the appearance and travels of Lord Caitanya, a pada-
yatra organized by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness
has been touring around the entire Indian subcontinent, visiting many of
the same pilgrimage sites Lord Caitanya visited.

This special section features an article by His Holiness Lokanitha
Swami, the pada-yatra’s chief organizer. His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami,
another pada-yatra leader, delivers a provoking commentary on the
influence of Western culture on India’s village life. His Holiness Jagatguru
Swami tells us about the South Indian city of Sri Rangam and of Lord
Caitanya’s historic visit there five centuries ago.

BACK TO GODHEAD 25



Onthe Road

With Lord Caitanya

Pada-yatra’s chief organizer tells how this roundabout tour of India
is a direct route to Lord Caitanya’s mercy.

by LOKANATHA SWAMI

The ISKCON pilgrims perform sarikirtana, the congregational chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra,
as they travel on the simple country roads in South India, here near Madurai in Tamil Nadu.

In 1976, Srila Prabhu-
pada asked me to start
a party that would travel in
India by bullock cart to the
towns and villages in India
and perform kirtana [con-

- - gregational chanting of
Hare Krsr1.|| That program was success-
ful, and Srila Prabhupada was very pleased.
Then in '77 he expressed a transcendental
desire to go himself on a cart pulled by bul-
locks and circumambulate Vrndavana.
From there he would continue all over
India. Srila Prabhupada was very ill at the
time, and the devotees serving him felt his
fragile body would be unable to survive
the rough treatment of the roads. Ulti-
mately, this desire of His Divine Grace
remained unfulfilled.

Then, as the five-hundredth anniversary
of Lord Caitanya’s appearance approached,
Srila Jayapatika Swami Acaryapada was
considering traversing the same route as
the one Lord Caitanya traveled. Srila
Acaryapada knew I was experienced in
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traveling from village to village, so he
wrote me about his proposal. Later on,
the leading devotees approved the plan for
a pada-yatra to visit the same places that
Lord Caitanya had visited some five hun-
dred years ago. I find this a matchless
way to commemorate the five-hundredth
birthday of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Aims and Objectives

The main objective is to please Lord
Caitanya by glorifying Him. Lord Caitanya
is Krsna Himself in the role of His own
devotee. There is much evidence in the
scriptures that proves this fact, but even in
India many people still do not know this;
they take Lord Caitanya for one of the
great saints. The pada-yatra is rectifying
this misunderstanding by establishing that
Lord Caitanya is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

We also want to introduce Srila Prabhu-
pada as the specially empowered repre-
sentative of Lord Caitanya who fulfilled
His prediction that the holy name of Krsna
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will be preached in every town and village
in the world.

The pada-yatra is made up of devotees
from all over the world. As the party
travels the countryside, people see devo-
tees from many countries and understand
they represent even more devotees in their
native lands. Thus the people can at once
appreciate Srila Prabhupada’s glorious
position. Also, Indian people who see
foreigners practicing Krsna consciousness
strictly and sincerely are shocked into re-
viving their faith and interest in their own
religion and culture. Indian culture is the
richest and most ancient surviving culture
in the world, but present-day Indians are
misled by the allure of the Western culture,
which is based on the ignorant misconcep-
tion that the body is the self. Pada-yatra
inspires them to take a second look at their
cultural heritage.

Indian people who see so
many Western devotees of
Krsna joyfully engaged in
Krsna consciousness are
deeply impressed, be-
cause they know that
these Western men
and women have
left the very society
and value system
that India is trying
to imitate. In addition,
we distribute thousands of
books explaining the authen-
tic understanding of the In-
dian spiritual traditions. The
people read these books and ap-
preciate, many for the first time,
the true purport of the scriptures: un-
alloyed devotion to Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Then the people
are inspired to change their lives by chant-
ing Hare Krsna.

Another effect we are having is to further
the integration of the Indian nation. A
God-centered conception of life can keep
this nation united. Without it, materialism

Mayapur

Calcutta
'.

¢
s

and self-centeredness prevail, and ma-
terialistic people can never remain united
for long. Krsna consciousness, on the other
hand, teaches one to be selfless, to sac-
rifice one’s selfish interest for the sake of
the greater whole. This sense of putting
oneself last comes only from putting Krsna
in the center. Qur pada-ydtra party, made
up of people from all over the world, isa
miniature example of this principle.

Is the Attempt
Worthwhile?

Since we started on September 2 last
year, we've gone almost three thousand
kilometers, and the response throughout
the journey has been overwhelmingly favor-
able, way beyond our expectations. We've
reached millions. Every day thousands of
people get the opportunity to realize the
divinity of Lord Caitanya Mahiaprabhu. In
the association of His devotees they feel
inspired to regularly chant the Hare Krsna
mantra, the greatest prayer for deliver-
ance in this quarrelsome age.

One man who attended our program in
the evening approached me the next day,
as we were leaving his village. He had
been so inspired by our program that he
had begun reading Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is immediately and
then finished five rounds of Hare Krsna
chanting before he went to bed. This man
said he had taken a vow to do this daily,
and he had wanted to start the very same
day. We consider this kind of response the
perfection of the pada-yatra.

Another thing the pada-yatra is doing is
clearing up any misconceptions rural people
may have about the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) by
giving them firsthand information. For ex-
ample, some people accuse ISKCON of
being an organization for rich city people.
But when they see the devotees walking
through the countryside, satisfied with the
accommodations and food offered by the
villagers and working hard to spread Krsna

On April 23, 1985, the pada-ydtra entered Kanya-kumari, the city at the southernmost tip of India.
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consciousness, they realize the devotecs
are genuinely interested in the welfare of
all the people.

Another example: Some people think
ISKCON devotees are idle hippie types.
But when the people see that the devotees
are happily following our four regulative
principles— giving up meat-eating, intoxi-
cation, illicit sex, and gambling—and that
they're always chanting the holy name of
Krsna as they walk along the road, the
people can understand that this is a serious
movement. Pada-yatra is gaining a good
name for ISKCON.

Enthusiastic Responses

Many cabinet ministers, chief ministers,
members of parliament, mayors, munici-
pal commissioners, religionists, and schol-
ars have received and appreciated the
pada-yatra devotees. So this program is a
success on many levels. Srila Prabhupada
would have been very pleased with it, and
his pleasure is something that really matters
to us.

For the devotees of Indian origin it’s
easier than for the foreign devotees. The
weather sometimes gets very hot, and
people aren’t used to the heat. Out in the
countryside we don’t have the kind of
facilities we’re accustomed to in the cities.
We often have to answer nature’s call in
the fields and stay in places with no real
privacy. In the villages we sometimes get
first-class facilities, but usually we get a
big hall, and the whole party has to spend
the night there with no partitions, no pri-
vacy. This is actually a very good thing,
because it teaches detachment, tolerance,
and humility. Krsna consciousness is meant
for austerity, not soft living. Devotees are
grateful for the purification and for the ad-
vancement in Krsna consciousness they’re
making on this pada-yatra.

A Big Job

Obviously, maintaining a party of one
hundred devotees, five bullocks, a camel,
and an elephant is not going to be easy.
But the hospitality in the villages is really
wonderful. That is what keeps us going. In
the Indian cultural tradition one is trained
to receive guests—especially sadhus, or
saintly persons—as if God Himself had
come to your home. This is changing with
the times, but it is still dominant here in
the Indian villages. Our advance party
goes ahead and tells the people that the
pada-yatra is coming and what accommoda-
tions we'll need. The news spreads quickly
by word of mouth, and things begin to
happen. The people arrange some accom-
modations, either in a school or a big
temple, and they always feed us and usu-
ally our animals. Then there is always a
nearby river or well to wash clothes and
take our bath in. Sometimes we stay in
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dharmasdalas, dormitories meant exclusively
for mendicant sadhus and pilgrims.

The villagers give us other things as well.
In Rajkot, Gujarat, a man donated 150
pairs of shoes. Last winter, some patron
members of ISKCON sent us blankets and
sweaters. One of them personally came
out to meet the party and deliver his gifts
of warm clothes. And from some of the
ISKCON temples in India we also get regu-
lar monthly cash contributions and some-
times free books for distribution. By the
mercy of the devotees, villagers. and others,
help keeps trickling in in one form or
another.

Longest Pada-yatra
In History

This is the first pada-yatra ISKCON has
organized. The Times of India, the leading

Maintaining a party
of one hundred
devotees, a camel, five
bullocks, and an
elephant is not going
to be easy. But
the hospitality in the
villages is really
wonderful. That is
what keeps us going.
In India one is trained
to receive sadhus.

daily paper, has described it as “a maha-
pada-ydtra,” the longest pada-yatrd in his-
tory, and with international participation.
It is unique in many ways, but pada-
yatrds are not uncommon in India.
Whether for economic or spiritual reasons,
individually or collectively, people prefer
walking to holy places. It sometimes takes
them weeks, but it is a common practice.
Of course, though the real purpose of a
pada-ydtra is to give one a chance to make
spiritual advancement, politicians some-
times use it for political purposes. Gandhi’s
241-mile trek in 1930 in defiance of the
Salt Act imposed by the British is the most
famous pada-ydtrain this century. A more
recent attempt by another politician—a
walk from Kanya-kumari, the southern-
most tip of India, to New Delhi—failed to
give him the popularity he hoped for.

Now, ISKCON has already started two
processions outside of India, in Mauritius
and in Brazil, because of the success of
this one in India. One of our devotees
from Gainesville, Florida, spoke to me
earlier this year and said he wants to start
one in the United States. When I was in
America two years ago, the devotees in
Washington, D.C., had a chanting party
on a bullock cart; it got a lot of attention
from the press. Also, the devotees on the
Gita-nagari farm in Pennsylvania some-
times distribute prasadam [food offered to
Krsna] in the villages and towns from bul-
lock carts. So I think there is scope for this
type of program in other parts of the
world.

Pada-yatra until 1996

Srila Tamal Krishna Goswami suggested
to me that the pada-yatra should not stop
after the festival in 1986. I completely
agree. This is the best program for estab-
lishing Krsna consciousness at the grass-
roots level in India. My plan is to continue
northwest after our annual festival in
Mayapur in March 1986, all the way to
Vrndavana. En route we will pass through
Gaya, Benares, Ayodhya, Allahabad, the
Naimisdaranya forest, Old Delhi, New
Delhi, and then on to Vrndavana. The
idea is to reach Vrndavana by November
of ’86, in time for Srila Prabhupada’s
disappearance-day memorial.

Then from there we will begin a ten-year
pada-yatra, returning in 1996 for Srila
Prabhupada’s centennial appearance an-
niversary festival. This way, those devotees
who could not join the present pada-yatra
will still have the oppportunity to go on
pada-yatra. If my Godbrothers approve
and support this plan, it will not be too dif-
ficult to achieve. It would largely depend
on the leaders’ realizing the enormous
potential of this program for spreading
Krsna consciousness. The best way to get
that realization—the only way, in fact—
is to participate in it for a while and experi-
ence firsthand the preaching and purifying
potency of the pada-yatra program. &k

Join us on pilgrimage in India by joining the
pada-yatra now underway. (See RESOURCES
on page 22). Or attend ISKCON's annual festi-
val in Mayapur, West Bengal, the site of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s appearance and youth-
ful pastimes. Every year, devotees of Krsna
from around the world join together for three
weeks of spiritual association at this holy place
of pilgrimage. We have special group airfares,
and meals and accommodations at our own
ISKCON center. This year, the pilgrimage festi-
val takes place in March. It's a once-in-a-lifetime
event, celebrating 500 years since the advent
of Lord Caitanya. And you are invited to join
us.

For more information, write to India Festival,
attention: Paricaratna dasa, 1A Rainey Park,
Calcutta, India.



People of Pada-~yatra

Lokanatha Swami was bornin Aravade, a
small village in the Indian state of Maha-
rastra. In 1971, while he was pursuing a degree
in chemistry at a Bombay university, he met
the Hare Krsna devotees for the first time.
Srila Prabhupada and a group of his American
and European disciples were holding a spiri-
tual festival at Bombay’s Cross Maidan park,
and Lokanatha attended every evening, relish-
ing Prabhupada’s lectures and watching the
Western devotees with great interest.

In 1972 Lokanatha decided to join the Hare
Krsna temple in Bombay. He also decided to
quit school, even though his family and friends
back in Aravade were at first strongly opposed.
He soon received initiation from Srila Prabhupada and a few
years later entered the renounced order, sannydsa. He has
served as president of the Delhi temple and has traveled and
lectured extensively in India and abroad. In 1976, at Srila
Prabhupada’s request, he led a group of devotees from Vrn-
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Jayadvaita Swami was born in Jersey City,
New Jersey. He met Srila Prabhupéda in 1968
at the age of eighteen. When he joined the New
York temple, his first engagements were sta-
pling pamphlets and typing. Now he is known
in ISKCON for his scholarship and understand-
ing of the Krsna consciousness philosophy. He
served for many years as a senior member of
the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, editing the
Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and Sri
Caitanya-caritimrta. As editor of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s voluminous writings, he deeply imbibed
the formidable Krsna consciousness philosophy,
as his numerous articles for BACK T0 GODHEAD
and his thousands of public lectures attest. He
has been closely associated with BACK TO GODHEAD since its
early years, most recently serving for six years as senior editor.

Since the early years of the Krsna consciousness movement,
Jayadvaita Swami has been known for his serious determina-
tion, sharp wit, and speaking ability. From the beginning

YAMARAJIA DASA

Havirdhana dasa is one of the leaders as-
sisting Lokanatha Swami on the pada-yatra pro-
gram. Prior to joining the Krsna consciousness
movement, Havirdhana made two trips to India
“looking for something positive to do with my-
self.” In 1979, on his third such trip from Eng-
land, his homeland, he realized Krsna con-
sciousness was the positive alternative to the
diverse occupations he had previously tried
but had found unfulfilling. “I was traveling
around India,” he relates, “and I had remained
for some time in Rishikesh. A devotee met me
there and said, ‘Come down to Vrndivana.
The biggest festival of the year, Krsna’s birth-
day, is coming soon.’ I asked around about
Vrndavana, and everyone told me it’s very nice there. So I
went.”

In Vrndavana, the sacred place of Lord Krsna’s childhood
pastimes, Havirdhana stayed at the ISKCON center, the
Krishna-Balarim temple, and helped out with the festival

davana, justsouth of Delhi, to Mayapur,
West Bengal, traveling by ox cart.

Lokanatha Swami is the pada-yarra’s chief
organizer and has been leading the festival
since its beginning in September 1983. He is
well known in the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) for his hu-
mility and innate appreciation of Krsna con-
sciousness. Renowned as a leader of kirtanas
(congregational chanting of God’s holy names
to the accompaniment of Indian drums and
cymbals), he has preached effectively all over
India, inspiring large crowds to join in the
chanting. His presence has helped maintain the
momentum of the pada-yarra.

Srila Prabhupada, shortly before passing away in 1977,
expressed a strong desire to go on pilgrimage, riding in a ox
cart, to all the holy places in India. That petition served as the
inspiration for Lokanatha Swami, who sees the pada-yatra as
his chance to fulfill one of Srila Prabhupida’s last requests.

he was a simple and renounced disciple of Srila
Prabhupida. So it was natural that he eventually
took formal initiation into the sannydsa order of
renunciation. It was thus that he received the
title “Swami” (one who is master of his senses).

Just prior to his going to India to travel with
the pada-yarrd, Jayadvaita Swami served in
Europe, where he directed the publication of
BAck TO GODHEAD in several languages. Now
that he is walking with the pada-yatra, getting
a rare, intimate look at the people and culture
of India, he is informing—and provoking—
the readers of BACK TO GODHEAD with front-
line reporting and incisive commentary from
such places as Udipi, Ramesvaram, Tirupati,
and Madras. And there’s more to come.

With India’s population being predominantly rural, the

pada-yatra is affecting the lives of hundreds of millions who

live in the villages. And Jayadvaita Swami, as a vital member
of the pada-yaira, works to revive their God consciousness.

preparations. He chanted Hare Krsna with the
devotees and attended classes on the devotional
science of Krsna consciousness. After the festi-
val, he stayed on; he was becoming more and
more convinced that Krsna consciousness would
lead him to the Absolute Truth. Six months
later he asked for initiation, thus formalizing
his commitment to the spiritual path of devo-
tion to Lord Krsna.

Although in his six years of active member-
ship in the Krsna consciousness movement
Havirdhana has held a number of posts, none
of them has been as inspiring to him as pada-
yarra. He has been involved with the pada-yatra
since it began in September of 1984.

Says Havirdhana: “I cannot see anything else for me but
pada-yatra. After we reach Mayapur, I would like to go on to
Vrndavana and come around again, through Bombay and
South India. The preaching impact of this program is just
incredible. Every day we are reaching hundreds of people.”
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On Pilgrimage

FILTERING
THE WAIERS

Reflecting on the transmogrified face of Indian culture.

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

It’s the middle of the evening in Rames-
varam, one of the holiest cities in the
Hindu world. The majestic temple of Siva
turns quiet. Its towers disappear into the
night. The god inside is said to be sleeping
now. The temple elephant closes its eyes
and rests on its side for sleep.

Midway along the temple’s southern wall,
a street lamp casts light and shadow on
what remains of an old gate, pale yellow,
partly reconstructed in cement. Old granite
slabs, grey and heavy, lie scattered between
the wall and the road.

Across the road, from among the little
shops, food stalls, and pilgrims’ hotels, a
loudspeaker plays toward the gate. This
might be the sound of Vedic hymns. Or spe-
cial songs composed in honor of the temple?

No way.

It’s cinema music— Indian cinema music.
Blasting away into the night. Love songs
blended in the studios of Madras and
poured onto celluloid to give Tamil box-
office films their special taste.

Does the Indian heart thirst for the an-
cient elixir of immortality? Come on now—
give us cinema, Cinema, CI-NE-MA! And
not that artsy Satyajit Raj stuff either.
Give us heavy punches, hot kisses, broken
hearts, and murder. Heroes, superstars—
magazines with scandals and gossip. And
give us songs, lots of songs. We really,
really go for those songs.

This is not to say that India has ceased to
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be a land of spirituality. Deep, strong spiri-
tual currents still nourish the Indian life,
as India’s rivers nourish her soil. But those
divine cultural waters float pretty thick
with junk nowadays. From Madras, Cal-
cutta, Delhi, Bombay, tributaries swirl it
downstream to the towns and villages.

So in the little village of Silaiman, seven
kilometers out of Madurai, we find crowds
of chattering farm people migrating down
the roads at 10 p.M. to their mud-and-grass
homes from the village cinema, a spacious
hall of bamboo and palm thatch with a
clunky old British projector and grey metal
cone loudspeakers that stamp all direc-
tions with tinny soundtracks. If you’re
walking around at one in the morning,
you'll find dogs, cows, hogs, chickens,
donkeys, buffalo, and people, asleep in a
village fog of song and dialogue.

In Vembar, another village, nearby
homeson two sides of us send out waves of
cinema songs top volume all day and night
till three in the morning. It’s a local custom:
the day before your family celebrates a
marriage, you play cinema songs to invite
all the neighbors to the holy event. (“May
this union be sanctified, O Lord, by the
blessed cultural waters from Calcutta,
Madras, and Bombay.”)

This has all happened pretty fast. “Even
fifty years ago,” Srila Prabhupada writes
(he was writing back in 1965), “the social
structure of all Indians was so arranged

PAINTING BY PUSKARA DASA

that they would not read any literature
that was not connected with the activities
of the Lord. They would not play any
drama not connected with the Lord. Nor
would they visit a place that was not holy
and sanctified by the pastimes of the Lord.
Therefore, even the common man in the
village would talk about Ramayana and
Mahabharata, Gita and Bhdgavatam, even
from his very childhood.”

That’s the way the villages used to be.
“But by the influence of the Age of Kali,”
Srila Prabhupada continues, “they have
been dragged to the civilization of the dogs
and hogs, laboring for bread without any
sense of transcendental knowledge.”

This “sense of transcendental knowl-
edge” is the essence of human life. The liv-
ing being is essentially a transcendental
entity, eternal, blissful, and full of knowl-
edge, but when he forgets he is a tiny soul
dependent on the Supreme Lord, he leaves
hold of his transcendental sense of who he s,
flounders in false ego, and makes a fool of
himself in the muck of the material world.

According to how he grasps, material
nature sticks him with a body to suit his
fantasies, and then makes him act out the
role the body requires. The body keeps
him busy working hard to eat, sleep, mate,
and defend. And when his time’s up in one
body, material nature kicks him to the
next—in one of 8,400,000 species—and

(continued on page 35)






The Glories of

LORD CAITANYA

Part 10: Visit to Sri Rangam

While touring the holy places of pilgrimage, Lord Caitanya
spent four months in this culturally prominent
South Indian city—and left His indelible transcendental mark.

Text and photos by
JAGATGURU SWAMI and BHAVANANDA RAYA DASA

hortly after entering
the renounced order,
Lord Caitanya set out on

| of South India. Chanting
| God’s holy names (Hare

4 Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare) and ab-
sorbed in ecstatic love of God, He turned
everyone into a devotee of Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. After
having traveled to many holy places in
South India, He came to the city of Sri
Rangam. A number of significant events
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occurred during the Lord’s stay here. And
as we shall see, the residents of Sri Rangam
have not forgotten those events, even
though almost five centuries have passed.

On an island in the Kaveri River the
Lord saw the city of Sri Rangam. He also
saw the beautiful temple of Ranganatha,
the largest Visnu (Krsna) temple in all of
India, with its seven surrounding concen-
tric walls and its towering gopuras (gate-
ways). And when He entered the temple,
He began dancing in ecstatic love of God
and chanting the holy names. His tall and
graceful form was effulgent and golden.
His arms reached down to His knees. Lord




R L e o R

During Lord
Caitanya’s visit to
the South Indian
city of Sri Rangam,
He was always seen
chanting Krsna’s
holy names and
dancing. In the
painting at left the
Lord enters the main
temple to dance in
ecstatic love of God
before the Deity of
Lord Ranganatha.

Ranganatha is the largest Visnu temple
in India. At left, two of the seven giant
gopuras (gateways) tower over the
countryside and can be seen for miles.
Below, a replica of Lord Caitanya’s
footprints are enshrined in a miniature
temple on the city's main road. Each day
pilgrims on their way to the Ranganatha
temple stop here to offer flowers.

Caitanya was dressed in the traditional
saffron cloth of a sannyasi, a member of
the renounced order. And when He began
to dance before the Deity, everyone was
struck with wonder. The news of Lord
Caitanya’s arrival quickly spread through-
out the city, and many people began to
assemble just to see Him.

Having heard about this uncommon per-
sonality who had come to Sri Rangam,
Vyenkata Bhatta, the head priest of the
temple, came forward with great respect
and invited Lord Caitanya to dine at his
house. Lord Caitanya accepted the invita-
tion, and Vyenkata Bhatta requested Him
to remain a guest in his house until the
four months of the rainy season (Catur-
masya) had ended. “Please be merciful to
me,” Vyenkata Bhatta said, “and stay at
my house during Caturmasya. Speak about
Lord Krsna’s pastimes and kindly deliver
me by Your mercy.”

Lord Caitanya agreed, and He passed
His days in great happiness, discussing
Lord Krsna’s transcendental pastimes.
Sometimes He would perform sarikirtana*
through the streets of the city. On seeing
the beautiful form of Lord Caitanya and
the ecstatic way in which He chanted and
danced, the people were astonished. Many
thousands of people from various parts of
the country came to see the Lord, and after
seeing Him they too began chanting Hare
Krsna in ecstasy. Indeed, after seeing Lord
Caitanya, all these people became devotees
of Lord Krsna, and all their unhappiness
and distress vanished. Lord Caitanya was
very pleased by all these happenings, and
He requested everyone to go out and spread
the sarkirtana movement. The influence

*The congregational chanting of God’s holy
names, often to the accompaniment of tradi-
tional instruments like karatalas (hand cymbals)
and mrdarigas (two-headed clay drums).
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of Lord Caitanya was felt in every home in
Sri Rangam.

On one occasion Lord Caitanya came
upon a devotee reading the Bhagavad-
gita. The Lord observed in the body of
that devotee symptoms of ecstatic love of
God—hair standing on end, tears welling
in the eyes, trembling, and perspiration.
The Lord was very pleased to meet this
pure devotee. Some people standing near-
by, however, were laughing and joking
about the way the devotee was reading.
Actually he was illiterate. That’s why
people were laughing at him.

Lord Caitanya asked the devotee, “My
dear sir, why are you in such ecstatic love?
Which portion of the Bhagavad-gita gives
you such transcendental pleasure?”

“I am illiterate,” the devotee replied,
“and therefore do not know the meaning
of the words. Sometimes I read Bhagavad-
gita correctly and sometimes incorrectly,
but in any case I am doing this in com-
pliance with the orders of my spiritual
master. Actually I am looking at this pic-
ture of Lord Krsna sitting as Arjuna’s
charioteer. Taking the reins in His hands,
He appears very beautiful and blackish.
When I see this picture, I am filled with
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Lord Caitanya stayed at the

house of Vyenkata Bhatta.
Today, a temple of Lord
Jagannatha (Krsna) marks
that spot (above). A dome
on the roof (far right) indi-
cates where the Deity
stands in the temple below.
The main door of the
temple (right) is flanked
by colorful reliefs. Above
right, reliefs grace court-
yard walls. Opposite page,
middle: Surrounded by
disciples and family
members, Rangaraja
Bhatta, a direct descen-
dant of Vyenkata Bhatta,
is a member of the temple
advisory committee.

ecstasy. As long as I read the Bhagavad-
gita, 1 simply see the Lord’s beautiful fea-
tures. It is for this reason that I am reading
Bhagavad-gita, and my mind cannot be
distracted from this.”

Then, much to everyone’s surprise, Lord
Caitanya embraced the devotee and pro-
claimed that he was actually the greatest
scholar of the Bhagavad-gita because he

had realized the real purport: love for God,
Krsna. Being touched by Lord Caitanya,
that devotee felt great spiritual ecstasy,
and he realized that Lord Caitanya was
none other than Lord Krsna Himself.
When the four months of the rainy season
ended, Lord Caitanya prepared to leave
Sri Rangam and continue His pilgrimage.
Vyenkata Bhatta, who had developed great



affection for Lord Caitanya, became over-
whelmed with lamentation and fainted.
All the residents of Sri Rangam felt their
hearts ache with love for the great transcen-
dental personality who was leaving them.

Even though almost five centuries have
elapsed since the Lord’s South India tour,
the residents of Sri Rangam have not for-
gotten the great fortune Lord Caitanya
brought to their city. A shrine at the main
entrance to the city displays the Lord’s
footprints and commemorates the Lord’s
arrival. In another area of the city, what
was once the home of Vyenkata Bhatta is
now a beautiful little temple. The temple
has many paintings depicting Lord Cai-
tanya’s pastimes at Sri Rangam. In the
central hall of the temple, there is a dio-
rama of Lord Caitanya and a Deity of
Lord Krsna (Jagannatha).

Amazingly, the family descendants of
Vyeikata Bhatta still live at Sri Rangam.
The head of the household, Rangaraja
Bhatta, continues to carry on the tradi-
tion and heritage of his forefathers by
serving on the Ranganatha temple advisory
committee. Whenever visited by devotees
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON), Rangaraja
Bhatta and his family are always glad to re-
ceive them. Rangaraja Bhatta says, “The
members of ISKCON, headed by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, are fulfilling the mission of
Lord Caitanya and preaching the sarikirtana
movement all over the world. This is very
wonderful, because it was predicted by the
Lord Himself.” o

FILTERING

(continued from page 30)
the same routine starts all over again.

Human life offers the living being the
chance to free himself gracefully from this
embarrassing series of illusions and get back
to the transcendental life to which he rightly
belongs. One does this simply by living in
relationship with the Supreme Transcen-
dence, the Supreme Lord, the Personality
of Godhead.

The Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is
like the sun, and illusion is like darkness.
Wherever there is Krsna there can be no
illusion. The holy name and glories of
Krsna are identical with Krsna Himself.
The Vedic teachings, therefore, call upon
us to be happy in this life and achieve spiri-
tual liberation through regular chanting
and hearing of the glories of Krsna, the
Supreme Lord.

The Vedic sages tell us that the best way
to fend off the cultural pollution brought
on by the degrading Age of Kali is the
chanting of the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. If we spread this chanting, at
least we have a fighting chance that the in-
fluence of Kali will weaken and spiritual
culture will gain strength and prevail.

Lord Caitanya’s sarikirtana pada-yatra is
therefore touring India to persuade people
of the importance of their spiritual heritage
and the chanting of the holy name of the
Lord. In the pada-yatra, Indian devotees
who’ve gotten back their natural taste for
spiritual life walk together with Western
devotees who grew up on the sweet goo of
sense enjoyment and spit it out for the
taste of Krsna consciousness. If the Indian
people take the pada-yatra’s message seri-
ously, they can save their culture and
spiritualize their lives. And they can spread
the culture of Krsna consciousness for the
benefit of the entire world.

Human life is meant for spiritual reali-
zation, Village life in India used to be ar-
ranged in such a way that this realization
would come about naturally. Children
would gather around their parents and
grandparents to hear rama-lila and krsna-
lila, the pastimes of the Supreme Lord.

But now I'm having trouble even telling
you this. I'm in a peaceful little village,
seventy kilometers north of Pondicherry.
But while I write, trying my best to con-
centrate, the villagers we're staying with
have gathered in the next room—to watch
the cinema, on relevision.

So what to do now? You can’t pass a
law, “No Cinema.” People wouldn’t stand
forit. All you can dois be exasperated and
sad. And fight the Age of Kali by chanting
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,

Rama Rama, Hare Hare. e
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Of Men and Machines

Do you like computers?

If you are at heart a humanist, then you
would probably answer no. Or you would
give a qualified yes. Because you're un-
easy around computers. They do a lot of
good, you admit, but they also represent
a dehumanizing force.

Not that everyone who gets edgy around
an IBM PC subscribes to some specific
brand of humanism (that plethora of doc-
trines, all of which essentially hold man
to be the measure of all things and human
nature to be sovereign). There are lots of
people who don’t like computers for all
kinds of nonhumanistic reasons: economic,
aesthetic, theistic. But humanistic think-
ers today are definitely wary of computers,
even while the electronic age grows in ac-
complishments and even as computer ad-
vocates praise the computer and make
great claims for artificial intelligence.

The basic restraint that humanists show
in this regard is expressed well by Lewis
Mumford in his book The Myth of the
Machine: “No automatic system can be
intelligently run by automatons—or by
people who dare not assert human intui-
tion, human autonomy, human purpose.”

Pretty humanistic. Nevertheless, the
number of people using computers is still
growing, and many devout “users” find
such antitechnology statements to be ex-
cessive. A recent poll revealed that no
fewer than sixty-seven percent of working
Americans feel that the computer revolu-
tion will raise production levels, improve
children’s education, and increase the
standard of living.

Many computer enthusiasts argue that
the computer revolution is actually usher-
ing society info a new heyday for human-
ism, All you need, they say, is a little
imaginative vision to see that one day
soon the proliferation of home computers
will make commuting to the office a thing
of the past. Instead, professionals will
more and more do their business at home.
And the more time people spend at home,
the more inclined they become to increase
their friendships with their neighbors and
generally behave more sociably. Thus
some computer advocates say the com-
puter will make for better neighbors and
a stronger sense of community. States
author and editor Jean Jacques Servan-
Schreiber, “It is a source of new life that

has been given to us.”

But is the “life” and intelligence of a
computer really like our own? The hu-
manists say no. “Any intelligence that
may be attributed to [the computer]| can
have only the faintest relation to human
understanding and human intelligence,”
states Joseph Weinbaum, author of Com-
puter Power and Human Reason. “How-
ever much intelligence computers attain,
now or in the future, theirs must always
be an intelligence alien to genuine human
problems and concerns.”

Indeed, the more human beings rely on
artificial intelligence to selve their prob-
lems, the more the humanists sense danger.
“What is important to realize,” states
Mumford, “is that automation, in this
form [of computers], is an attempt to
exercise control, not only of the mechani-
cal process itself, but of the human being
who directed it, turning him from an
active to a passive agent, and finally
eliminating him altogether.”

The arguments both for and against
computers hinge on a question of values.
Computer advocates say the computer
contributes to the quality of life in the
modern world and is to be valued for that
reason. Humanists counter by saying that
computers distract us from the thoughts
and feelings that human beings should
value the most.

Krsna conscious devotees, like the hu-
manists, are cautious to avoid overestimat-
ing computer technology’s attainments
and accomplishments. But our reason for
feeling this way differs from what most
humanists would say.

The human form of life is indeed a glori-
ous thing, and that glory should not be di-
minished by computer technology—or
anything else. But what is the actual
value and purpose of this human form of
life? Does it reside in “intuition, au-
tonomy, and purpose,” as Lewis Mum-
ford has indicated? Or in our concerns
and social sympathies, as many other
humanists feel?

Even animals exhibit behavior that
shows elementary levels of reason, pur-
pose, and emotion. From schools of fish
in the ocean to wolf packs in the woods,
from colonies of ants to migrating flocks
of birds, many species cooperate closely
to achieve community goals. And mem-

bers of the same species often show signs
of affection for each other. (Mothers
within the animal kingdom often show a
courage in defending their offspring that
is unmatched in contemporary Western
culture.)

To know the ultimate value and purpose
of human life, we must hear from bona
fide Vedic literature such as the Bhagavad-
gita As It Is and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
This literature reveals how all material
bodies are but temporary coverings of the
eternal soul, a spark of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Krsna. Whereas
the material body is temporary and sub-
ject to ignorace and suffering, the spirit
soul is eternal and full of bliss and knowl-
edge. The human body, however, affords
that particular soul living within it the
proper intelligence and developed con-
sciousness for comprehending his true
identity.

As the Srimad-Bhagavatam explains,
“The human form of life is of such impor-
tance that even demigods desire to have
such life, for in the human form one can
attain perfect religious truth and knowl-
edge. If one in this human form of life
does not understand the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead and His abode, it is
to be understood that he is very much af-
fected by the influence of external nature”
(Bhag. 3.15.24). Therefore, regardless of
how advanced our technology may be-
come, if we have no knowledge of our
eternal identity, then our education is in-
complete.

Sometimes people question the devo-
tees of Krsna, asking, “If you condemn
material life, why do you use modern
conveniences such as automobiles and
printing presses and computers?” But itis
not the machines and technology of the
material world per se that we reject.
Rather, we reject the use of material
things for any purpose other than the ser-
vice and glorification of Krsna. And what-
ever is used in this way becomes glorious.
Thus the devotees of Krsna neither con-
demn nor glorify computers and other
such modern technological amenities. We
do understand that the purpose of human
life is to know and love and serve Krsna,
the Supreme Person. To devote one’s life
to this purpose is the ultimate goal and
purpose of human life. —SDG
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