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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

Back 10 GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

4.

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

To teach and encourage the sarikirtana
movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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MEDICINE
- FOR MAYA

Under the sway of maya—illusion—we succumb
to bodily identification and sense indulgence.
The self-realized soul can cure us of this disease.

A lecture in New Vrindaban, West Virginia, in 1968
by HIS DIVINE GRACE
A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness
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nunarn pramattah kurute vikarma
yad indriya-pritaya dprnoti

na sadhu manye yata atmano 'yam
asann api klesada asa dehah

“When a person considers sense gratifica-
tion the aim of life, he certainly becomes
mad after materialistic living and engages
in all kinds of sinful activity. He does not
know that due to his past misdeeds he has
already received a body which, although
temporary, is the cause of his misery. Ac-
tually the living entity should not have
taken a material body, but he has been
awarded it for sense gratification. There-
fore I think it not befitting an intelligent
man to involve himself again in the ac-
tivities of sense gratification, by which he
perpetually gets material bodies one after
another.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.4)



Hcre Lord Rsabhadeva is saying that
people are mad after sense gratifica-
tion. The word pramattah means “intensely
intoxicated.” So the material disease is to
be intensely intoxicated in the matter of
sense gratification. Then, kurute vikarma.
Impelled by this propensity for sense grati-
fication, people are prepared to do any
kind of nonsense. For example, a2 man
may know that stealing is not good, but
because he wants to satisfy some desire for
sense gratification, he steals. He knows,
“If I am arrested for this stealing I’ll be
punished. I may be hanged.” But still he
commits sinful activity. This is madness.
‘We should philosophically try to under-
stand whether we should be so busy for
sense gratification. Suppose I say, “I want
to satisfy my senses in this way. Will you
kindly work for me?” You will say, “Oh,

why should I work for you? You can work
for your own satisfaction.” Nobody will
agree to work to satisfy someone else’s
senses, because everyone is thinking, “I
want to satisfy my senses.” But if that is
the position, then we have to ask, “Are the
senses of this body mine?” That people do
not ask.

What are the senses? The senses are part
of this body. If this body actually belongs
to me, then of course there is meaning to
my satisfying the senses of this body. But
let us philosophically see whether this body
actually belongs to me. It is very doubtful,
because I have gotten this body from my
father and mother. So it may belong to
them. Or, if I am a slave, it may belong to
my master. Or, because I am the citizen of
some state, it may belong to the state. If
the state calls—“Come on, you must sac-

One aspect of Srila Prabhupada’s cure for ma-
terial illusion was responsible, Krsna conscious
marriage. Here he performs a traditional Vedic
wedding ceremony at the Boston Hare Krsna
center in the late sixties. Later, as the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness ex-
panded, Srila Prabhupada turned over the
responsibility for performing these ceremonies
to his older disciples.

rifice your life in the Vietnam War” —you
have to do that.

So, if you analytically study your posi-
tion in this way, you’ll see that the body
does not belong to you. Then why should
you be so anxious to satisfy the senses of
the body? Just try to understand: I am not
interested in satisfying the senses of your
body; I am interested in satisfying the
senses of my body. But if this body doesn’t
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belong to me, then why should I be so mad
after satisfying its senses?

Therefore the Srimad-Bhagavatam says
that those who are only after sense gratifi-
cation are pramattah, intensely intoxicated
or mad. And as a result of this madness, a
person gets different types of bodies, none
of which belong to him. For example, for
various amounts of rent you can get various
types of apartments. If you can pay nicely,
you can get a very good apartment in New
York, on Fifth Avenue or somewhere like
that. Or, if you cannot pay so much, you
have to be satisfied with a lesser apart-
ment. Similarly, we get this “apartment” —
this body— according to how we have acted
in our previous life.

We should understand that the goal of
our life is to get such a nice body that we’ll
never again have to change bodies. That
should be the destination of our progress.
But people do not know this, and so we
have founded this Krsna consciousness
movement just to inform the bewildered
human society what life’s destination is.

You’ll find that this destination is de-
scribed everywhere in the Vedic literature.
For instance, in the Bhagavad-gita [8.15]
Lord Krsna says,

mdm upetya punar janma
duhkhalayam asasvatam

napnuvanti mahatmanah
samsiddhirm paramarh gatah

“The highest perfection is that one comes
to Me [reaches the abode of Krsna] and
then hasn’t got to accept this miserable
body again.” We do not understand that this
body is miserable. But actually, whether
you get a princely body or a dog’s body,
because you have accepted a material body
you have to suffer. There is no escape.

Sometimes I meet American gentlemen
who are under the impression that India is
a starving country. This is not true, but
even if we accept that India is a starving
country, does that mean America is a very
happy country? No. Americans think that
simply because they have enough money,
they are happy. But that is their mistake.
If there is so much happiness in America,
why are the young boys and girls becom-
ing hippies? No. Happiness is different.
As long as you have this material body—
whether an American body or an Indian
body or any body—there is no question
of happiness. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam
[5.5.6] Lord Rsabhadeva says, pritir na
yavan mayi vasudeve na mucyate deha-
yogena tavat: “Until one develops Krsna
consciousness, or love of Godhead, there
is no question of getting out of the ma-
terial body.” In other words, until you be-
come Krsna conscious, you will have to
suffer.

So, the scientists and philosophers are
not studying the actual cause of suffering.
Everyone is trying to get out of all sorts of
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miseries, but no one knows what the actual
cause of these miseries is. The real cause is
this body. Unfortunately, people do not
know what this body is and how it is work-
ing, or what the soul is and how it is trans-
migrating from one body to another. They
are all rascals, fools. They have no knowl-
edge, and yet they are trying to make a
solution to their problems.

There is a story that illustrates this point.
Formerly, when somebody was haunted
by a ghost, an expert chanter would drive
away the ghost by the power of a mantra.
He would chant a mantra and throw mus-
tard seeds on the person who was ghostly
haunted, and the ghost would be driven
away. So, once there was a person who
was ghostly haunted, and the chanter was
chanting the mantra and throwing the mus-
tard seeds, but the ghost had entered the

From the Vedic
literature we receive
information that
this material world,
this cosmic
manifestation, is
only one fourth
of God’s creation.
There is another
nature, the spiritual
nature, where there
are spiritual planets.

mustard seeds! So the chanter was simply
making the problem worse. Similarly, we
are trying to solve our problems by manipu-
lating this body in so many ways, but this
body itself is the problem. The “ghost™ is
within this body, and therefore we are
simply making our problems worse.

So, the sum and substance of our Krsna
consciousness movement is that we want
to go back to Krsna. Besides this material
world, there is another nature. Now we are
very busy studying this material nature—
so many stars and planets—but practically
speaking we have very little knowledge
about even this material world. From
Vedic literature we get information that
this material world, this cosmic manifesta-
tion, is only one fourth of God’s creation.
There is another nature, the spiritual na-
ture, where there are spiritual planets,
Vaikunthas. And among them, Krsnaloka,

or Krsna’s planet, is the highest.

The purpose of this Krsna consciousness
movement is to enable us to transfer our-
selves to Krsna’s planet, and the process is
very easy in this age: Simply chant Hare
Krsna. In this age of quarrel and dissen-
sion and disagreement, there is no alterna-
tive to chanting Hare Krsna. You cannot
nicely execute the process of meditation
or sacrifice or temple worship, because
the circumstances in this age are different
from those in previous ages. Therefore,
kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir
anyatha: “In this age there is no other pro-
cess for getting out of the material clutches
than the chanting of the names of God.”

The simple process of chanting Hare
Krsna was offered by Lord Caitanya. He
did not invent this process; it is authorized
by the Vedic scriptures. And simply by
this process of chanting Hare Krsna, we
can realize our self, our destination, and
our mission in this human form of life. In
this ceremony we are initiating some dis-
ciples into the chanting of Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rima, Hare Rama, Rama Rima,
Hare Hare. Initiation means “beginning.”
It is not that immediately after initiation
one beomes perfect, but gradually, by
practice, one can achieve all perfection. .

This marriage ceremony we are perform-
ing along with the initiation is perhaps a
new thing I have introduced—that a san-
nydsi [renunciant] like myself is taking part
in the marriage ceremony of his disciples.
I do it because I want to see that they are
free of any anxiety. As long as one is in
anxiety, he cannot execute Krsna conscious-
ness nicely. So, any of these boys or girls
can keep themselves celibate throughout
life if they like. But that is not very easy.
Therefore we have introduced this marriage
ceremony.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu also mar-
ried, twice. His first wife died, and He
married a second time. So marriage is not
against the principles of our movement.
Narottama dasa Thakura, a great Vaisnava
poet in our line, sings, grhe ba vanete thake,
‘ha gauranga’ bo’le dake: “Whether one is
a householder or a sannydsi, one should
call out the name of the Lord.” In other
words, one should be Krsna conscious;
that is the thing.

I am a sannyasi. I am in the renounced
order. But there are also many grhasthas,
or householders. So, there is no prescrip-
tion that one has to take the path of the re-
nounced order of life. The essential thing
is to be Krsna conscious.

Keeping this point of view, we must fol-
low the regulative principles™® and be satis-
fied. Then we can peacefully, happily

(continued on page 12)

*No illicit sex, no intoxication, no meat-eating,
and no gambling.



On Pilgrimage

REVIVAL IN
TIRUKKURUNGUDI

Lord Caitanya’s sarikirtana movement offers a faded village

raveling north from Kanya-

kumari, in a few days we
come to the village of Tiruk-
kurungudi, once visited by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu nearly
five hundred years ago.

It lies at the foot of Mahendra
Giri, a large mountain, histori-
cally a place of spiritual signifi-
cance, now perhaps better known
for the Mahendra Giri Liquid
Propulsion Research Center, a
link in India’s space program.

From the previous village,
Tirukkurungudi lies about fif-
teen kilometers north on an
otherwise dry, desolate stretch
of Tamil Nadu state highway. It
is a village of about seven thou-
sand people, most of them poor,
though we are received by cul-
tured, well-educated brahmanas
of the Raminuja sect. Several
speak excellent English.

The temple, the only large
structure in the village, is un-
expectedly grand. The outer
walls, solid stone, must be twenty
feet high. The inner walls and
the gopuram (tower) bear fine,
though time-worn, carvings. In-
side we find ourselves walking through
corridors lined by hundreds of ornately
carved pillars, taller than our heads yet
each cut from a single stone.

In the sanctuary the Deity of Narayana,
the Personality of Godhead, smiles with
deep beauty and benevolent grace. The
brahmanas here serve Him with devotion,
carrying out the daily ceremonies in accord
with ancient Vedic traditions.

Yet the worship in the morning begins at
6:30, not the usual 3:30 or 4:30. “We have
some problems,” our brahmana guide

AMOGHA DASA

a chance to regain its former brilliance.

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

admits. The village has dwindled, and so
has interest in the temple—and funds to
maintain it.

The temple’s imposing scale and its pro-
fusion of vivid artistry can only have been
the work of powerful, resourceful people
living in splendid prosperity, their temple
and God in the center. A far cry from the
poor, drought-ridden farmers of the village
today. Now, chirping bats fly the colon-
nades, and carved dragons, dancers, gods,
and heroes stand anointed with cheap
whitewash.

As our pada-yatra® travels,
we come across such temples
often. Main sites of tourism
and pilgrimage bear their age
well, cared for by government
funds and the donations of the .
pious. Meanwhile, hundreds of
lesser-known places struggle
against decrepitude, against dirt,
bats, and banyan trees, and
plead for funds to renovate their
crumbling forgotten shrines.

The pleas will go mostly un-
heard. Money is scarce, reno-
vation costly. Bright young
Indians speed past temple ruins
on the way to liquid propulsion
research labs.

In Tamil Nadu, walls painted
with foot-wide vertical stripes—
white alternating with rust red—
announce a building to be a
temple. But Lord Caitanya’s
movement is of a different
stripe. Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu taught that in the pres-
ent age the way to invoke our
dormant love for God is san-
kirtana, the congregational
chanting of the holy names of
God.

Temples are costly. Chanting is free. And
the purpose of our pdada-yatra is to spread
Lord Caitanya’s sarikirtana movement.
(continued on page 32)

*The Hare Krsna walking tour of sacred India.
Hare Krsna devotees are touring India by foot,
traveling from village to village, town to town,
and holding an ecstatic festival every evening,
with chanting, dancing, and the distribution of
food offered to Krsna. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime
event, celebrating five hundred years since Lord
Caitanya’s advent. (See RESOURCES, p. 22.)
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Transcendental Comment

ECSTASY WITHOUT
BRAIN DAMAGE

by Rasaprada dasa

“It’s like a year of therapy in two hours,”
said one New York writer, comment-
ing on his experience with the allegedly
psychotherapeutic drug MDMA.. Currently
being endorsed by a handful of psychia-
trists, psychologists, and scientists, MDMA,,
or Ecstasy, is said by its proponents to
have the incredible power to banish jeal-
ousy, break down emotional barriers, heal
fear, and heighten the individual’s aesthetic
awareness. However, unlike LSD or mind-
expanding drugs, Ecstasy’s “high” does
not obscure one’s ability to confront reality.
“It appears to help people recall things
from their past,” says Dr. Lester Grin-
spoon, a professor of psychiatry at Har-
vard Medical School. “If this is an accurate
picture, you might just be able to break up
some logjams in therapy with it.”

Exponents of Ecstasy cite case histories
that document the drug’s effectiveness in
treating a wide range of problems, from
artist’s block to rape victimization. Yet as
promising as the results may sound, Ec-
stasy also poses problems. Responding to
a University of Chicago study that revealed
that a related drug, MDA, can cause brain
damage in laboratory animals, the Drug
Enforcement Agency has placed Ecstasy
on the Schedule I list of drugs having a
high potential for abuse. (The list includes
heroin, cocaine, LSD, and marijuana.)
Possession of MDMA is now a misde-
meanor, and manufacture and sale of the
drug are punishable by fines of up to
$125,000 and fifteen years in prison.

Mental health professionals who support
the drug still contend that it has enormous
therapeutic potential. Says James Bakalar
of the Harvard Medical School, “I think
the DEA’s decision is precipitate. It’s dif-
ficult to make a case that this is a serious
threat to the nation’s health or safety.
They should wait until all the research is
in.”

Supporters like Bakalar hope to persuade
the Government to place MDMA in a
Schedule II1 classification, along with drugs
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like codeine. This would restrict the drug
but still allow licensed therapists to con-
tinue using it. Yet should the DEA agree
to such a proposal, MDMA boosters would
still have a problem: The formula for the
drug is available to anyone and cannot be
repatented. Therefore, no pharmaceutical
company is likely to put forward the mil-
lions of dollars it takes to test any drug for
government approval. Notes psychiatrist
Jack Downing, “MDMA is an orphan that
has nobody bidding to be its parent.”

However doomed Ecstasy therapy may
appear to be, the attempts of therapists to
heal fear, banish jealousy, and remove
emotional barriers are praiseworthy. After
all, energy nowadays seems to be directed
toward amplifying these problems, whether
internationally or individually.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
also concerned with allaying emotional
sufferings and helping people realize their
full potential. How best to do this is taught
in the Vedic literature: We must go beyond
the bodily self, beyond the psyche, to the
eternal self, the soul. This is not possible
through conventional therapy or through
the use of MDMA or any other psycho-
active drug. It is possible only through the
self-illuminating science of bhakti-yoga,
which awakens us to our eternal self in
eternal loving service to God. By thus
transcending the physical, mental, and in-
tellectual planes, we overcome jealousy,
fear, and insecurity automatically. Parti-
cipating in the ultimate therapy of loving
God is real ecstasy. And there’s no risk of
brain damage.

TOWARD A
NATURAL ECONOMY

by Mathuresa dasa

n the day the giant South Works of

U.S. Steel closed last year, a cortege
of automobiles formed at the Local 65
union hall in Chicago. The drivers, many
of whom had been employed by U.S. Steel
since the Second World War, drove in pro-
cession to the South Works’ gates for a
farewell visit to the machine shops, weld-
ing shops, and furnaces, where they had

spent so much of their lives. They felt they
had lost not only their jobs but a dear
friend.

In the past ten years, U.S. Steel, Inter-
lake, LTV, and others have laid off thou-
sands of workers at mills across the country.
In some parts of the country, factory clos-
ings by U.S. Steel and consequent fore-
closures on steelworkers’ homes have
prompted angry demonstrations and even
threats against the lives of U.S. Steel execu-
tives and their families. “You have profited
so much from our labor,” the steelworkers
are in essence saying, “how can you now
leave us out in the cold?”

Steel executives might reply that work-
ers have also profited. It is in large part
the high wages demanded by unions that
have given foreign companies a competi-
tive edge and put American manufac-
turers out of business. Out of the steel
business anyway. The difference between
the companies and the workers is that
many companies have been able to shift
their capital into oil investments and other
pursuits, whereas the workers have no
such alternatives.

On the one hand, we could side with the
workers by arguing that steel companies,
or employers in general, ought to guaran-
tee not only good wages but job security as
well. According to the Vedic social system
called varnasrama, employers should look
upon workers as family members, caring
for them as they would for their own rela-
tives. How can we coldly view laid-off
workers as inevitable fatalities of the free-
market system, letting the welfare of an
individual or a community be determined
by profit-margin calculations?

But on the other hand, there's more to
be considered than simply the question
of job security. Even with a big weekly
paycheck, a steelworker’s living condi-
tions are hardly ideal. The south shore of
Lake Michigan, for example, is both the
most highly industrialized area in the world
and one of the most blighted. In neighbor-
hoods with names like Irondale and Slag
Valley, rows of bungalows stand right out-
side factory walls, where chemicals rain
from factory smokestacks and fine gray
grit from nearby slag dunes fills the air.

DRAWINGS BY DHRUVA MAHARAJA DASA
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ry on the Issues of the Day

After they've worked all day in smelters and
machine shops, this is what steelworkers
come home to. Former employees of South
Works may have fond memories of their
years there, and fonder feelings still for
their homes, but such living and working
conditions nevertheless take their mental,
physical, and spiritual toll.

The obligation of employers to treat em-
ployees like family members is hardly ful-
filled by assuring workers job security in
manmade hells. According to the varna-
Srama system, the emphasis in any eco-
nomic system should be on agriculture.
The necessities of life— grains, fruits, vege-
tables, milk, cotton, wood, and so on—

Lo N2 M tre LA r s Ve y#,

OB epely

O.0. 00,0 0 0

£

sy nigiWe il

are products of nature, not of factories.
And the conditions required for develop-
ing these necessities are ideal for develop-
ing ourselves physically, mentally, and
spiritually. What good is “progress” that
robs us of sunshine, fresh air, and the vi-
sion of nature’s beauty? Although advo-
cates of industrial development bill agrarian
life as primitive and backwards, the fact is
that the relatively few people who realize
significant profit from industrial enterprises
build homes in the country, not atop the
slag heaps on the south shore of Lake
Michigan.

Unlike the wealth produced from indus-
trial enterprises, nature’s wealth is avail-
able to everyone. Any person (or, in
industrial jargon, any “worker”) can live

comfortably, if simply, by cultivating a
few acres of land and keeping a cow. The
cow gives milk, from which we get butter,
cheese, and a variety of other foods, while
the bull or ox assists in producing food by
plowing, hauling, and so on. Agricultural
surpluses can be exchanged for other ne-
cessities, and thus agriculture and trade
are the simple alternatives to industrial
hell.

So what are the nation’s unemployed
steelworkers supposed to do? Trade their
mortgaged homes for log cabins, their cars
for horses, and their refrigerators for
plows? Of course not. But the United
States government, if it is at all concerned

with the plight of working people, should
introduce measures to gradually direct
the nation toward an economy in which a
larger percentage of the population ob-
tains most of life’s necessities directly
from the land, an economy that enjoys a
healthy independence from the products
of the factory.

Critics of agrarian life point out that
farming is hard work, with few vacations
and with forced dependence on the weather.
But compared to factory life, farm work is
itself a vacation. And while the farmer de-
pends on God to provide suitable weather,
the factory worker must depend for his
livelihood on the whims of his all-too-
human employers. The sun rises and sets
every day without fail, the seasons go their

fairly predictable ways, and although there
is the chance of drought and other natural
disasters, God's creation, unlike man’s in-
dustrial enterprises, never shuts down for
good. Even with the disastrous droughts
of the past few years, American farmers
have produced enormous surpluses. In the
varndsrama system, one primary duty of
the mercantile community, or of the gov-
ernment, is to distribute such surpluses to
areas struck by drought, famine, and other
disasters.

But if agrarian life is so simple and con-
ducive to human well-being, why has al-
most everyone left the farm? Yes, they ..
were driven away by combines and other
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machines that can do the work of hun-
dreds of men. (And they continue to be
driven away—when they can no longer
pay for the hundreds of thousands of dollars
worth of factory-made equipment needed
to run a modern, profit-oriented farm.)
But most historians contend that the lure
of city jobs, not the drudgery of farm life,
was the prominent factor in taking people
off the land. City jobs enabled workers to
purchase the refrigerators, televisions, and
washing machines that supposedly make
life more enjoyable. People left the farms,
in other words, to exchange a simple de-
pendence on God for a quest after super-

ficial bodily comforts.
What do farmers, or “workers,” dowhen
(continued on page 33)
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The Glories of

CAITANYA

Part 9: The Liberation of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya

A hardened scholar encounters a saintly young pilgrim,
philosophical defeat, and spiritual emancipation.

by TATTVA-VIT DASA

Continuing a special series of articles com-
memorating the five-hundredth anniversary
of Lord Caitanya’s appearance in Maydapur,
West Bengal. By His life and teachings, He
inaugurated the Hare Krsna movement.

Sarvabhauma Bhatticarya was one of
the great Vedic scholars of sixteenth-
century India and an appointee to the court
of the king of Orissa. Historical Bengali
accounts tell of his encounter with Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu—a meeting that in
many respects changed him. A logician and
the dean of the state faculty in Sanskrit lit-
erature, Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya had a
speculative mind and a hard heart. Caitanya
Mahaprabhu dismantled his pride, altered
his bad disposition, and converted him into
a great devotee of Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

For Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, God had
no concretely personal qualities. The Bhatt-
acarya derived his philosophical knowledge
by logical hypothesis. For example, he
reasoned: “Everything is created. So there
must be a higher power that has created
this world. But that great power cannot be
a person, because persons have limited
power.” Many of us have a similar, im-
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personalistic conception of creation. Late
twentieth-century life is characterized by
our alienation in a universe felt to be a field
of force rather than a divinely ordered har-
mony. Even persons of religious faith sense
this estrangement if their understanding
of God is weak, abstract, or formless. Yet
by the grace of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
anyone who hears with faith and love about
Sarvabhauma’s liberation from the net of
philosophical speculation very soon is able
to come to a full, personal understanding
of God.

The liberation of Sarvabhauma Bhatt-
acarya took place in the sacred city of Puri
on the Bay of Bengal. There, an awe-
inspiring temple memorializes Lord Krsna’s
pastimes as the King of Dvaraka fifty cen-
turies ago. When Caitanya Mahaprabhu
entered this temple for the first time and
beheld the Deity of Krsna known as Jagan-
natha (“Lord of the Universe™), Sarva-
bhauma was present. He saw Caitanya
Mahaprabhu become overwhelmed in love
of God and fall on the floor unconscious.

The Bhatticarya wanted to scrutinize the
symptoms of the unconscious pilgrim. He
knew that charlatans would sometimes
feign a trance just to attract the innocent
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and take advantage of them. In this case,
however, the symptoms appeared to be
genuine. Sarvabhauma was unable to detect
any movements of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
abdomen. The beating of the heart, the
breathing, and all bodily activities were in
complete suspension. But multiple symp-
toms of ecstatic trance, technically called
siaddipta-sattvika, were visible in Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s body. Although surprised,
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya understood in
light of certain Vedic writings with which
he was acquainted that such symptoms
could be exhibited only by an eternally
liberated soul, someone in complete forget-
fulness of material existence.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu was twenty-four
at the time and, having recently entered
the renounced order (sannydasa), was travel-
ing with some companions. He had just

Meek, humble, and very beautiful in full-
fledged youthful life, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
sat in the temple of Lord Jagannatha before the
scholar Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and listened
to him recite an impersonalistic interpretation
of the Vedanta philosophy. For seven continuous
days, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu did not ask one
question or speak even a word.






left their company and had walked ahead
to Puri to see Lord Jagannatha. He’d
lost external consciousness due to intense,
ecstatic love for Lord Krsna. Yet within,
Sri Caitanya remained actively engaged in
loving service to the Lord on the transcen-
dental plane. His friends arrived at the
temple and heard about an unconscious
mendicant who had been taken to the house
of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya. Just then,
S$ri Gopinatha Acarya, Sarvabhauma’s
brother-in-law, arrived, and he took the
pilgrims to see Sri Caitanya, whom they
revived by loudly chanting the holy names
of God: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Then, at
the Bhattacarya’s request, they all bathed
in the sea and returned to his house for
lunch.

When, out of customary respect for the
sannydsa order, Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya
offered to become Caitanya Mahéprabhu’s
servant, Sri Caitanya spoke humbly to him
as follows: “Because you are a teacher of
Vedanta philosophy, you are the master of
all the people in the world and their well-
wisher as well. You are also the benefactor
of all kinds of sannydasis. I am a young san-
nyasi, and I actually have no knowledge of
what is good and what is bad. Therefore I
am taking shelter of you and accepting you
as a spiritual master.” By agreeing to
become Sarvabhauma’s student, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu exhibited exemplary behavior
for a sannydsi, whose duty is to study the
Vedanta philosophy.

The Bhattacarya belonged to the order
of Sankara, a ninth-century teacher who
appeared after Buddhism had spread in
India. Sankara imposed an impersonal in-
terpretation on Veddanta philosophy by
positing that the individual soul and God
are identical and that spiritual existence
ultimately lacks variety and personality.
Sr1 Caitanya, being a Vaisnava sannyast
(a devotee of Lord Visnu, or Lord Krsna),
disapproved of Sankara’s view. He ac-
cepted the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the origi-
nal, direct commentary on the Vedanta
philosophy, written by the author, Srila
Vyasa.

Despite this difference, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya met
in a very pleasant mood one morning at
the Jagannitha temple. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu listened to the Bhattacarya’s com-
ments on the Vedanta philosophy for seven
days without asking a question or even
speaking a word. Sarvabhauma, therefore,
could not tell whether his student was prop-
erly understanding or not. In India many
sannyasis hear the Vedanta philosophy as
a formality, without understanding the
meaning. Sri Caitanya knew this and, by
remaining silent, posed as one of them, a
sannydasi in name only. He thus condemned
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their mechanical, superficial approach to
the Vedic literature. On the eighth day,
after being asked by Sarvabhauma whether
the teaching made sense, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu denounced it as an imaginary, in-
comprehensible attempt to establish the
Absolute Truth as impersonal.

All Vedic literature examines the Abso-
lute Truth, the source of everything. The
Absolute Truth is sometimes described as
impersonal Brahman and sometimes as
the Supreme Person, Krsna. We distort
the real meaning of Brahman if we try to
explain the Absolute Truth without the
personal understanding. Wherever the
Vedic literature employs impersonal de-
scriptions, the intent is to establish that
the Supreme is eternally free of mundane
qualities and attributes. For example, when

That we come
from an impersonal
source devoid of
personality, form,
and qualities is
not logical. The
source of everything
must also have
personality and
form. After all, you
cannot give what
you have not got.

it is stated that God has no eyes yet He
sees, this means that His eyes are not
limited, like ours. With His perfect eyes,
He can see past, present, and future—
everywhere, in every corner of the universe
and in every corner of everyone’s heart,
Vedic texts that mention an impersonal
truth are meant only to prove in the end
that the Absolute Truth has an eternal
body with spiritual senses. The Absolute
Truth, therefore, is the Supreme Person,
Krsna, the origin of everything.

The personal understanding is more com-
plete than the impersonal understanding,
because it explains why everything we see
is full of variety. That we have come from
an impersonal source devoid of personality,
qualities, and form is not logical. The source
of everything must also have personality
and form. After all, you cannot give what
you have not got.

But the Supreme Lord is not limited like
us. No one is equal to or greater than God.
Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, possesses in full all the wonderful
qualities we have in minute degree: beauty,
wealth, knowledge, strength, reputation,
and renunciation. Unfortunately, because
our mortal bodies are full of ignorance and
misery, we think that for God to be eternal,
cognizant, and blissful, He must be formless
or impersonal.

One might ask why Sarvabhauma Bhatt-
acarya, being a Vedic scholar, mistook the
Absolute Truth to be impersonal. The
answer is that understanding the Absolute
Truth fully is not possible unless one obtains
the mercy of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee.
As Krsna Himself says in the Bhagavad-
gita (4.34), “Just try to learn the truth by
approaching a spiritual master. Inquire
from him submissively and render service
unto him. The self-realized souls can im-
part knowledge unto you because they
have seen the truth.” Fortunately, Sarva-
bhauma received that benediction: Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu instructed him on
the real meaning of Vedanta and enabled
him to know perfectly that Krsna is the
source of everything spiritual and material.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu turned Sarva-
bhauma Bhattacarya around, an alteration
Sarvabhauma at first accepted reluctantly.
As Sri Caitanya criticized Sankara’sideas,
the Bhattacarya offered unlimited rebut-
tals. However, Caitanya Mahaprabhu re-
futed all his arguments and established
three important truths: (1) Krsna is the
central point of all relationships; (2) devo-
tional service to Krsna is everyone’s real
occupation; and (3) life’s ultimate goal is
to love Krsna. Caitanya Mahaprabhu also
explicated the meaning of a famous verse
from the Srimad-Bhdgavatam which states
that Krsna attracts to His loving service
even persons who are self-satisfied and
free from material desires. This erudite
exposition elicited the Bhattacarya’s rapt
admiration.

It also made Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
identity apparent to Sarvabhauma. Pre-
viously he had heard from Gopinatha that
Sri Caitanya was Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Himself. Since the
Bhattacarya was an impersonalist, with no
idea of a Supreme Person, he had accepted
Caitanya Mahaprabhu as simply a great
devotee. Scriptural evidence provided by
Gopinatha that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
was the Supreme Lord did not sway Sarva-
bhauma, either. He was such a dry specu-
lator that Gopinatha’s quoting scriptural
references was as fruitless as sowing sceds
in a barren field. Gopinatha therefore told
Sarvabhauma that while he should under-
stand the Supreme Lord through scriptural
evidence, he would not be able to do so
until he received a tiny bit of the Lord’s
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favor. Now Gopinatha’s prediction was
fulfilled. Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya under-
stood Caitanya Mahéaprabhu to be Krsna
in person, and denouncing his pride and
offenses, he took shelter of the Lord.
Vaisnavas hold that Lord Krsna and Lord
Caitanya are both the original Personality
of Godhead. Fifty centuries ago Krsna
ordered everyone to become Krsna con-
scious: “Think of Me, worship Me; in this
way you will come to Me.” Unfortunately,
people are fallen, and Krsna’s instructions
proved difficult to accept. Therefore, Krsna
returned five centuries ago with the same
mission, but a different method. Krsna

obeisances. Then he stood up and with folded
hands began to offer prayers.

Overcome with ecstatic love of God, the
Bhattacarya composed and recited one
hundred beautiful verses. Two verses are
especially famous:

Let me take shelter of the Supreme Person,
Sri Krsna, who has descended in the form of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu to teach us real knowl-
edge, His devotional service, and detachment
from whatever does not foster Krsna con-
sciousness. He has descended because He is
an ocean of transcendental mercy. Let me
surrender unto His lotus feet.

Let my consciousness, which is like a honey-

Krsna™ as he arose. When they sat down
together inside the house, Lord Caitanya
placed the food offered to Lord Jagannatha
in Sarvabhauma’s hands. The Bhattacarya
then quoted two verses which state that
one should eat the remnants of food offered
to Lord Krsna immediately upon receiv-
ing them. Pleased to see Sarvabhauma’s
taith in Krspna, Lord Caitanya quoted a
verse stating that the duty of the spirit soul
is to perform devotional service to the
Supreme Soul and that one who wants to
realize his true identity and receive the
Lord’s mercy should not consider the body
to be the self. From that day on, Sarva-

In this room of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya’s house in Puri, West Bengal, Sarvabhauma received and became acquainted with Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who later converted him and all the inhabitants of Puri into devotees of Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

“disguised” Himself as Lord Caitanya, the

ideal devotee, to teach everyone how to

surrender to Krsna. Lord Caitanya is Krsna

Himself in the role of His own devotee.
The account continues:

To show Sarvabhauma Bhatticirya mercy,
Caitanya Mahaprabhu allowed him to see
His Visnu form. Thus He immediately as-
sumed four hands.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu first showed him
the four-handed form and then appeared be-
fore him in His original form of Krsna, witha
blackish complexion and a flute to His lips.

‘When Sarvabhauma saw the form of Lord
Krsna manifested in Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
he immediately fell down flat to offer Him

bee, take shelter of the lotus feet of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who has
appeared as Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu
to teach the ancient system of devotional ser-
vice to Himself. This system has almost been
lost due to the influence of time.

Lord Caitanya heard the verses and happily
embraced Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya.
The following morning, just before sun-
rise, Lord Caitanya went to the Jagannatha
temple and received from the priest some
flower garlands and food that had been
offered to the Deity. These He carried to
Sarvabhauma’s house. Sarvabhauma was
getting up, and the Lord took pleasure in
hearing him chant the holy name “Krsna,

bhauma was a very affectionate, staunch
devotee of Lord Caitanya.

The next day, Sarvabhauma went to see
Lord Caitanya and asked Him, “Which
item is most important in the execution of
devotional service?” Lord Caitanya replied
that the most important item was the chant-
ing of the holy name of the Lord. He elabo-
rately explained how chanting the holy
name rids one of the bodily concept of life.

Sarvabhauma, who had previously been
in the darkness of speculative arguments,
now understood the conclusion of the re-
vealed scriptures: devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. One day
he came before Lord Caitanya and quoted
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a prayer to Lord Krsna from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam: “One who seeks Your com-
passion and thus tolerates all kinds of
adverse conditions due to his past deeds,
who engages always in Your devotional
service with his body, mind, and words,
and who always offers You obeisances, is
certainly a bona fide candidate for becom-
ing Your unalloyed devotee.”

‘While reciting this verse, Sarvabhauma
changed the original word mukti-pade to

bhakti-pade. Lord Caitanya immediately
pointed this out and asked the Bhattacarya
about his intention. The Bhattacarya re-
plied that pure love of God, or bhakiti, far
surpassed mukti, or impersonalistic libera-
tion from material life. Lord Caitanya then
explained that mukti-pade also indicated
Visnu, the Supreme Personality of God-
head. To attain mukti, or liberation, He
said, was to attain the service of the Lord.
But Sarvabhauma, who for so many years

had read and taught impersonalism, now
hated the word mukti because of its im-
personalistic connotations. This change in
the Bhattacarya was possible only by the
mercy of Lord Caitanya. Such devotional
fervor in one who had previously been so
staunchly nondevotional was further proof
to everyone that Lord Caitanya was none
other than Krsna. After this incident, all
the inhabitants of Jagannatha Puri came
to take shelter of the Lord. sy

MEDICINE

(continued from page 4)

execute Krsna consciousness so thatin our
next life we may be transferred to Krsna-
loka. We cannot go there by some mechani-
cal means. We cannot go to other planets
even within this material world by mechani-
cal means. No. Everyone has to prepare
himself first. Now we are conditioned. So
first we have to get out of the conditioned
stage; then it is possible for us to transfer
ourselves to any planet we like. Krsna
states this in the Bhagavad-gita [9.25]:

yanti deva-vraid devan
pitrn yanti pitr-vratah
bhiitani yanti bhiitejya
yanti mad-ydjino 'pi mdm
“Those who worship the demigods will take
birth among the demigods; those who wor-
ship the ancestors go to the ancestors;
those who worship ghosts and spirits will
take birth among such beings; and those
who worship Me will live with Me.”

We have to prepare ourselves to achieve
a better position in our next life. That is
real education. Whether by following the
yogic principles or by cultivating knowl-
edge or by practicing devotional service,
the whole idea is to transfer oneself to a
better condition of life. The best condition
of life is in Krsna's planet. As Krsna says,
yad gatva na nivartante tad dhama para-
mam mama: “If anyone comes to Me in
My planet, he hasn’t got to return to the
cycle of birth and death.”

So the purpose of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement is to give everyone a chance
to attain the topmost position, in Krsna-
loka. Then there is no more returning to
this material world, whether to this planet
or any other planet. We may go to the
moon planet, but that will not solve our
real problems—birth, old age, disease,
and death. Wherever you go in the ma-
terial world, whether by your spaceships
or by austerity or by meditation, these four
material miseries are there. But if you go to
Krsna's world, they are absent.

Now, this marriage ceremony is not for
sense gratification. It is to enable the hus-
band and wife to help each other in Krsna
consciousness. The husband should help
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the wife, and the wife should help the hus-
band. Then both will become advanced in
Krsna consciousness and make their human
lives perfect. There is no question of di-
vorce or separation, which are based on
sense gratification. In the modern so-called
civilization, as soon as there is a lack of
sense gratification there is immediately di-
vorce or separation. No. Here there is no
question of these things.

The bride and bridegroom should always
remember that in any condition of life
they should remain together. That will be
possible if they concentrate their attention
on Krsna consciousness. Otherwise, maya
[illusion] will attack in so many ways and
cause disruption. There are so many duties
for the wife in Krsna consciousness and so
many duties for the husband, and if they
properly execute their respective duties
and engage themselves simply in Krsna
comnsciousness, their present life will be
very happy, and their next life also. So take
this opportunity and be happy. Sarve su-
khino bhavanti: “Let everyone become
happy.” That is the Vedic mission. With-
out being happy, nobody can execute Krsna
consciousness.

Now, to begin this initiation ceremony,
we must chant the following mantra:

om apavitrah pavitro va
sarvavastham gato 'pi va
yah smaret pundarikaksarit
sa bahyabhyantarah Sucih
Sri-visnuh Sri-visnuh Sri-visnuh

This is a mantra for purification. In the
material world we are all infected (apa-
vitrah), but simply by remembering Krsna
(yah smaret pundarikaksam) we can be-
come disinfected (Sucih). Therefore this
initiation is meant to teach you how to re-
member Krsna always. The best way is to
chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. As soon
as we chant and hear this mantra, we im-
mediately remember Krsna— His instruc-
tions in the Bhagavad-gita, His form, His
name, His qualities, His pastimes, and so
on. Everything comes to mind.

‘We have to practice remembering Krsna
by chanting Hare Krsna. Then we will al-
ways remain uncontaminated. But if you

forget Krsna, there is a chance of contami-
nation. For example, if there is an epidemic
disease, the medical man will administer a
vaccination. In Los Angeles I received a
vaccination. What was that discase—the
flu?

Devotee: The Hong Kong flu.

Srila Prabhupada: The Hong Kong flu.
Yes. Everyone was getting the vaccina-
tion, and I got it also. And therefore I was
not attacked by the disease.

So, this whole world is the Hong Kong
flu. [Laughter.] Maya is ready to attack.
Always. Therefore, we have to take this
vaccination of chanting Hare Krsna. In a
song by Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Lord Cai- .
tanya says, enechi ausadhi maya nasibaro
lagi’ hari-nama mahd-mantra lao tumi magi’:
“I have brought this Hare Krsna mantra,
the medicine for killing the Hong Kong flu
of maya. Now take it.” This chanting of
Hare Krsna is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
greatest contribution for helping us fight
against the attack of maya.

Everyone is subjected to maya’s influ-
ence. As Krsna says, daivi hy esa guna-
mayi mama maya duratyaya: People are
entangled in the three modes of material
nature. To get out of this entanglement,
which causes repeated transmigration from
one body to another, one must remember
Krsna (yah smaret pundarikaksam). And
if you chant Hare Krsna, you’ll be forced
to remember Him. The more you practice
this chanting, the more you'll realize Krsna.
Eventually, as soon as the word Krsna is
vibrated, you’ll see Krsna, Krsna, Krsna—
nothing else. Why? Because one who is
conversant with the science of Krsna knows
how Krsna's energies are working in so
many ways. Therefore he acquires univer-
sal vision, universal love. If you love Krsna,
there will be universal love. Otherwise,
your “universal love” is simply talk.

So, yah smaret pundarikaksarn sa bahya-
bhyantarah Sucih. One who remembers
Krsna remains always uncontaminated in
any condition. This is very nice. Try to
understand Krsna consciousness seriously,
and your life will be sublime. It doesn’t
matter what your present position is. Sim-
ply take to this Krsna consciousness, and
your life will be sublime.

Thank you very much. Hare Krsna. &



St.Louis Blues

The stadium is packed. The home team’s at bat. You’re there with your family.
It’s the last place you’d expect to feel utterly alone.

Ican recall the scene quite
clearly. I was sitting in the
bleacher section of the Busch
Memorial Stadium one sum-
mer evening as the setting sun
swept the pale blue sky with
luminous streaks of color. The
air was heavy with the com-
bined scents of peanuts, pop-
corn, and beer. Around me,
the crowd was relaxed and
amiable, composed mostly of
people who seemed to be re-
lated to each other. On the
field below, a robust young
woman emerged to sing the
national anthem, only to be
drowned out by the accom-
paniment of the organist. The
St. Louis Cardinals, their red-
and-white uniforms contrast-
ing sharply with the brilliant green Astro-
turf, shifted in boyish impatience as the
anthem soared to its vigorous conclusion.

It was a warm and familiar scene. The
wholesome congeniality of this Midwest-
ern city was reflected in the faces around
me, beaming through their Italian and
Germanic flavoring with American pros-
perity. As the women filled each other’s
ears with the details of the latest gall-
bladder operation, the men hunched for-
ward in absorbed concentration, oblivious
to everything except the pitch and the
swing. Banners in small fists waved, and
the combined sound of twenty radios
chorused each play, as our favorite team
came from behind in the fifth inning.

I had come with my own family —two
sisters and my brother. We were in the
habit of doing everything together. Our
ages were snug with Catholic closeness,
and we had a long-standing rapport of
comfortable friendship. I had always found
baseball appallingly dull, but I usually
went along for the companionship, filling
in the scorecard precisely to keep my at-
tention from wandering. There was a
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strong sense of security in the bonds of
my familial affections, and this was only
heightened by the fervor of team loyalty
and nationalistic patriotism.

It was not at all rational, then, that I
should find myself saturated with an over-
whelming sensation of loneliness. In the
midst of that crowd, bolstered by all that
was dear to my heart, I felt completely
and totally separated. The vendors’ shrill
cries could have been coming from mil-
lions of miles away, and the game taking
place on the field seemed pointless and
incomprehensible. My heart was swelling
with sadness, as if I were in a foreign
country without any familiar refuge. Yet
here [ was in my home town! The lack of
logic only emphasized the intense emotion.

Sometimes there is a kind of poetic
beauty in the mood of loneliness we might
experience, say, striding along on a soli-
tary path in the January twilight. It’s a
willful relishing of uniqueness, something
we schedule to revitalize our psyche. But
sometimes loneliness attacks us in a com-
pletely inappropriate setting, creating an
unwanted disruption to intimacy and ca-

maraderie. Suddenly your
birthday party becomes a room
full of noisy people, your new
date doesn’t seem to under-
stand your English, and your
first curtain call leaves you
blinded and shaken. A beau-
tiful experience stands stripped
of the emotional richness that
gave it life, and under bare
scrutiny, you discover that
there’s nothing actually there.
It’s a frightening experience,
as you push away the suspi-
cion that all is not really right
with your life—that you're
missing something so urgent
and essential that even the
sweetest pleasures are soured
with the sensation of being all
alone.

The missing ingredient is Krsna con-
sciousness. Without some real sense of
God and how He is involved in our lives,
we are certain to feel empty. We are al-
ways linked with Krsna; He is simply
waiting for us to turn to Him again. Natur-
ally our lives, when devoid of the central
figure of worship and love, will be pale
and lonely. Lord Krsna Himself explains
that He is the actual best friend of each
living being, residing within the inner-
most core of our hearts, always ready to
guide and nurture us back to our full re-
lationship with Him. Sudden flashes of
loneliness are small but profound signals
of our misplaced affections. Proof of their
accuracy is that they disappear in direct
proportion to the degree with which we
embrace vibrant Krsna consciousness.

Sometimes I still find myself slipping
into these feelings of loneliness, despite
all external security. But rather than being
dismayed, I am comforted. I am reminded
of my real home with Krsna and of my
eternally satisfying relationship with Him.
The warmth of this realization drives out
the chill of loneliness. e




SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On Pseudo Christians

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples
took place during an early-morning walk
in Geneva on June 6, 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: Meat-eating is the
main barrier to understanding God.
The meat-eaters will never be able to
understand Him,

Disciple: That priest you were talking
with last night is a good example. He
said to you, “Let us go on to higher
topics. We’ve been talking so long about
meat-eating.”

Srila Prabhupida: Yes.

Disciple: You said, “Well, if you are sin-
ful, it is useless to go on to a higher
topic.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This very fact
is stressed in the Srimad-Bhagavatam
[10.1.4]:

nivrtta-tarsair upagiyamanad
bhavausadhac chrotramano "bhiramat
ka uttama-sloka-gunanuvadat
puman virajyeta vina pasughnat

“Everyone can understand the Supreme
Truth, except the rascals who are meat-
eaters.” Vind pasughnat: “except those
who eat meat.” Vind means “except,”
pasu means “animals,” and ghnat means
“a killer.”

And so Lord Jesus Christ reaffirmed
the Biblical commandment “Thou shalt
not kill.” You see, these so-called fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ were killers from
the very beginning. And despite the
order of Christ, still they are continuing
their killing to this day. But vina pasu-
ghnat: whatever seemingly pious things
they may do, those who are animal kill-
ers, meat-eaters, can never understand
God. It is simply not possible.

These pseudo religious people think,
“We are doing very good work, philan-
thropic work, godly work. We are open-
ing hospitals, building highways; feeding
the hungry, and so on. So, what is the
difference if we maintain the slaughter-
houses and kill fifteen million animals a
day? Of course, for some reason that we
don’t understand, every now and then
we end up in ghastly wars wherein we

slaughter ourselves and others. But we
are happy.”

These pseudo religionists also pride
themselves on their huge buildings, their
big skyscrapers and big factories. But all
of this is duskrti—industrious rascal-
dom— because it is meant only for com-
mitting sinful activities, that’s all. “Yes,”
they will say, “we are only after wine,
women, gambling, and meat-eating—
but we are civilized.”

Disciple: Recently one of your disciples
visited Butler, Pennsylvania. While he
was there he met a priest who said, “Oh,
yes, I remember your spiritual master.
In 1965 he was here. He’d just come
from India, and he was giving lectures in
our church.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Upon arriving
in America, I gave lectures in churches.
And what is a church? A church is a
place where there are God-conscious
persons. So I never criticized a church
or mosque. Never. Because whatever
the group may be, the main thing is,
they are God-conscious—and so they
are good.

But when they disobey the Lord’s com-
mandments, then I must criticize. Still, I
criticize only these rascals—those who

set the pattern, those who disobey the
commandments out of sheer stubborn-
ness. Otherwise, we have no criticism of
them. We have no problem.

Disciple: We're not sectarian.

Srila Prabhupada: Why should we be?
God is one. Why should we be secta-
rian? Each person, according to his own
particular cultural background and cir-
cumstances, is praying to God. That is
one of the forms of bhakti, devotional
service to God.

Disciple: Many of the young people
now—they may look to the Bible for
instruction, but they stay away from the
priests and ministers. They feel they’re
hypocritical.

Srila Prabhupada: They are hypocriti-
cal. Simply hypocritical, These priests

and ministers—all of them are hypo- ~

critical. Getting big fat salaries, drink=
ing wine, and eating killed animals. And
when you remind them, “Thou shalt not
kill,” they say, “let us go on to higher
topics.”

These pseudo Christians are such ras-
cals. They conjecture Jesus Christ may
have eaten fish. Even if it were true—
after all, there was little or no other food
available at the time. But these rascals
think, “Jesus Christ ate fish. Therefore
let us maintain big slaughterhouses.”

In Bengal they have a story about a

man who saw a mosquito and said,
“Bring a cannon.”
Disciple: So then do Christians still need
people to give them spiritual guidance?
Srila Prabhupada: Surely. Their priests
and ministers do not, cannot, guide and
uplift them. The priests and ministers
are themselves fallen.

Otherwise, the Christian religion is
very nice—if simply the people have
spiritual guides who help them to follow
it perfectly.

So many people have asked me, “Do
you value Christianity?”

“Yes, I say. “If you faithfully follow
your Christian religion, you will become
perfect.”

So all over the world, people need
spiritual guides who can demonstrate,
based on God-conscious scripture, how
to love God. ey
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vydsa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER NINE
Brahma’s Prayers for Creative Energy

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Brahma,
the first created being and the demigod who creates this cosmic world,
concludes his prayers to Lord Visnu, an eternal expansion of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

TEXT 20
Aisfraagredisty aamzen
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yo 'vidyaydanupahato ‘pi dasardha-vrttya
nidram uvaha jathari-krta-loka-ydtrah

antar-jale "hi-kasipu-sparsa@nukildni
bhimormi-madlini janasya sukhar vivrpvan

yah—one; avidyayd—influenced by nescience; anupahatah—with-
out being affected; api—in spite of; dasa-ardha—five; vrttya—interac-
tion; nidram—sleep; uvdha—accepted; jathari—within the abdomen;
krta —doing so; loka-yatrah—maintenance of the different entities; an-
tah-jale—within the water of devastation; ahi-kaSipu—on the snake
bed; spara-anukilam —happy for the touch; bhima-drmi—violent
waves; malini—chain of; janasya—of the intelligent person; sukham—
happiness; vivrnvan—showing.

TRANSLATION

My Lord, You accept the pleasure of sleeping in the water of
devastation, where there are violent waves, and You enjoy pleasure
on the bed of snakes, showing the happiness of Your sleep to intel-
ligent persons. At that time, all'the universal planets are stationed
within Your abdomen.

PURPORT

Persons who cannot think of anything beyond the limit of their own
power are like frogs in a well who cannot imagine the length and breadth
of the great Pacific Ocean. Such people take it as legendary when they
hear that the Supreme Lord is lying on His bed within the great ocean of
the universe. They are surprised that one can lie down within water and
sleep very happily. But a little intelligence can mitigate this foolish
astonishment. There are many living entities within the bed of the ocean
who also enjoy the material bodily activities of eating, sleeping, defend-
ing and mating. If such insignificant living entities can enjoy life within
the water, why can’t the Supreme Lord, who is all-powerful, sleep on the
cool body of a serpent and enjoy in the turmoil of violent ocean waves?
The distinction of the Lord is that His activities are all transcendental,
and He is able to do anything and everything without being deterred by
limitations of time and space. He can enjoy His transcendental happiness
regardless of material considerations.

TEXT 21
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yan-nabhi-padma-bhavanad aham dsam idya
loka-trayopakarano yad-anugrahena

tasmai namas ta udara-stha-bhavaya yoga-
nidravasana-vikasan-nalineksaraya

yat—whose; ndbhi—navel; padma—lotus; bhavanat—from the
house of; aham—I; dsam—became manifested; idya—O worshipable
one; loka-traya—the three worlds; upakaranah—helping in the cre-
ation of; yat—whose: anugrahena—by the mercy; tasmai—unto Him;
namah—my obeisances; fe—unto You; udara-stha—situated within the
abdomen; bhavdya—having the universe; yoga-nidrd-avasana—
after the end of that transcendental sleep; vikasat—blossoming;
nalina-iksandya—unto Him whose opening eyes are like lotuses.

TRANSLATION

O object of my worship, I am born from the house of Your lotus
navel for the purpose of creating the universe by Your mercy. All
these planets of the universe were stationed within Your transcen-
dental abdomen while You were enjoying sleep. Now, Your sleep
having ended, Your eyes are open like blossoming lotuses in the
morning.

PURPORT

Brahma is teaching us the beginning of arcana regulations from
morning (four o’clock) to night (ten o’clock). Early in the morning, the
devotee has to rise from his bed and pray to the Lord, and there are other
regulative principles for offering marigala-arati early in the morning.
Foolish nondevotees, not understanding the importance of arcand, criti-
cize the regulative principles, but they have no eyes to see that the Lord
also sleeps, by His own will. The impersonal conception of the Supreme
is so detrimental to the path of devotional service that it is very difficult
to associate with the stubborn nondevotees, who always think in terms of
material conceptions.

Impersonalists always think backwards. They think that because there
is form in matter, spirit should be formless; because in matter there is
sleep, in spirit there cannot be sleep; and because the sleeping of the
Deity is accepted in arcand worship, the arcand is mayd. All these
thoughts are basically material. To think either positively or negatively is
still thinking materially. Knowledge accepted from the superior source of
the Vedas is standard, Here in these verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
we find that arcand is recommended. Before Brahma took up the task of
creation, he found the Lord sleeping on the serpent bed in the waves of
the water of devastation. Therefore, sleeping exists in the internal po-
tency of the Lord, and this is not denied by pure devotees of the Lord like
Brahma and his disciplic succession. It is clearly said here that the Lord
slept very happily within the violent waves of the water, manifesting
thereby that He is able to do anything and everything by His transcen-
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dental will and not be hampered by any circumstances. The Mayavadi
cannot think beyond this material experience, and thus he denies the
Lord’s ability to sleep within the water. His mistake is that he compares
the Lord to himself —and that comparison is also a material thought. The
whole philosophy of the Mayavida school, based on “not this, not that”
(neti, neti), is basically material. Such thought cannot give one the
chance to know the Supreme Personality of Godhead as He is.

TEXT 22

FeTh g RE FoatiEnsat 1R

s0 'yam samasta-jagatam suhrd eka dtma
sattvena yan mrdayate bhagavan bhagena

tenaiva me drsam anuspriatad yathaham
sraksydami pirvavad idam pranata-priyo ‘sau

sah—He; ayam—the Lord; samasta-jagatam—of all the universes;
suhrt ekah—the one friend and philosopher; dtma—the Supersoul;
sattvena—hy the mode of goodness; yat—one who; mrdayate—causes
happiness; bhagavdan—the Personality of Godhead; bhagena—with six
opulences; tena—by Him; eva—certainly; me—to me; drfam—power
of introspection; anuspriatat—let Him give; yatha—as; aham—1; srak-
syami—will be able to create; pirva-vat—as before; idam—this uni-
verse; pranata—surrendered; priyah—dear; asau—He (the Lord).

TRANSLATION

Let the Supreme Lord be merciful towards me. He is the one
friend and soul of all living entities in the world, and He maintains
all, for their ultimate happiness, by His six transcendental opu-
lences. May He be merciful towards me so that I, as before, may be
empowered with the introspection to create, for I am also one of
the surrendered souls who are dear to the Lord.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord, Purusottama, or Sri Krsna, is the maintainer of
all, in hoth the transcendental and material worlds. He is the life and
friend of all because there is eternally natural affection and love between
the living entities and the Lord. He is the one friend and well-wisher for
all, and He is one without a second. The Lord maintains all the living en-
tities everywhere by His six transcendental opulences, for which He is
known as bhagavan, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord
Brahma prayed for His mercy so that he might be able to create the uni-
versal affairs as he did before; only by the Lord’s causeless mercy could
he create both material and spiritual personalities like Marici and Narada
respectively. Brahma prayed to the Lord because He is very much dear to
the surrendered soul. The surrendered soul knows nothing but the Lord,
and therefore the Lord is very affectionate towards him.

TEXT 23
T NG TR IT
TR TEITIEAIAR |
aft wfsaiE guaisiy a
gafiq FHawe = a9 sy 113311

esa prapanna-varado ramaydatma-saktyd
yad yat karisyati grhita-gundvatarah
tasmin sva-vikramam idam srjato 'pi ceto
yuijita karma-samalarh ca yathd vijahyam

esah—this; prapanna—one who is surrendered; vara-dah—benefac-
tor; ramayd—enjoying always with the goddess of fortune (Laksmi);
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datma-saktyd—with His internal potency; yat yat—whatever; karis-
yati—He may aet; grhita—accepting; guna-avatarah—incarnation
of the mode of goodness; tasmin—unto Him: sva-vikramam—with
omnipotency; idem—this cosmic manifestation; srjatah—creating;
api—in spite of; cetah—heart; yunjita—be engaged; karma—work;
famalam—material affection; ca—also; yathd—as much as; wvi-
jahyam—1I can give up.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead, is always the
benefactor of the surrendered souls. His activities are always
enacted through His internal potency, Rama, or the goddess of
fortune. I pray only to engage in His service in the creation of the
material world, and I pray that I not be materially affected by my
works, for thus I may be able to give up the false prestige of being
the creator.

PURPORT

In the matter of material creation, maintenance and destruction, there
are three incarnations of the material modes of nature— Brahma, Visnu
and Mahesvara. But the Lord’s incarnation as Visnu, in His internal po-
tency, is the supreme energy for the total activities. Brahma, who is only
an assistant in the modes of creation, wanted to remain in his actual posi-
tion as an instrument of the Lord instead of becoming puffed up by the
false prestige of thinking himself the creator. That is the way of becom-
ing dear to the Supreme Lord and receiving His benediction. Foolish men
want to take credit for all creations made by them, but intelligent persons
know very well that not a blade of grass can move without the will of the
Lord; thus all the credit for wonderful creations must go to Him. By
spiritual consciousness only can one be free from the contamination of .
material affection and receive the benedictions offered by the Lord.

TEXT 24
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nabhi-hradad iha sato 'mbhasi yasya pumse
vijidna-§aktir aham dsam ananta-éakteh
riparm vicitram idam asya vivrnvato me
md ririsista nigamasya giram visargah

nabhi-hraddt—from the navel lake; iha—in this millennium;
satah—lying; ambhasi—in the water; yasya—one whose; purisah—of
the Personality of Godhead; vijidna—of the total universe; saktih—en-
ergy; aham—I; dsam—was born; ananta—unlimited; sakteh—of the
powerful; rdpam—form; vicitram—variegated; idam—this; asya—
His; vivrnvatah—manifesting; me—unto me; ma—may not; ririsista—
vanish; nigamasya—of the Vedas; girdm—of the sounds; visargah—
vibration.

TRANSLATION

The Lord’s potencies are innumerable, As He lies down in the
water of devastation, I am born as the total universal energy from
the navel lake in which the lotus sprouts. I am now engaged in
manifesting His diverse energies in the form of the cosmic
manifestation. I therefore pray that in the course of my material
activities I may not be deviated from the vibration of the Vedic
hymns,

PURPORT

Every person engaged in the transcendental loving service of the Lord
in this material world is prone to so many material activities, and if one is
not strong enough to protect himself against the onslaught of material
affection, he may be diverted from the spiritual energy. In the material
creation Brahma has to create all kinds of living entities with bodies suit-
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able to their material conditions. Brahma wants to be protected by the
Lord because he has to contact many, many vicious living entities. An
ordinary brahmana may fall from the brahma-tejas, or the power of
brahminical excellence, due to his association with many fallen, condi-
tioned souls. Brahma, as the supermost brdhmana, is afraid of such a
falldown, and therefore he prays to the Lord for protection. This is a
warning for one and all in the spiritual advancement of life. Unless one
is sufficiently protected by the Lord, he may fall down from his spiritual
position; therefore one has to pray constantly to the Lord for protection
and the blessing to carry out one’s duty. Lord Caitanya also entrusted His
missionary work to His devotees and assured them of His protection
against the onslaught of material affection. The path of spiritual life is
stated in the Vedas to be like the edge of a sharpened razor. A little inat-
tentiveness may at once create havoc and bloodshed, but one who is a
completely surrendered soul, always seeking protection from the Lord in
the discharge of his entrusted duties, has no fear of falling into material
contamination.

TEXT 25

AresaT Ry gaerii4ll
so 'siv adabhra-karuno bhagavan vivrddha-
prema-smitena nayanamburuham vijrmbhan
utthdya visva-vijaydya ca no visadam
madhvya girapanayatat purusah puranah

sah—He (the Lord); asau—that; adabhra—unlimited; harunah—
" merciful; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead: vivyddha —excessive;
prema—love; smitena—by smiling; nayana-amburuham—the lotus
eyes; vijrmbhan—by opening; utthdya—for flourishing; visva-vi-
jayaya—for glorifying the cosmic creation; ca—as also; nah—our;
visddam —dejection; mddhvyd—by sweet; gira—words; apanayatdat—
let Him kindly remove; purusah—the Supreme; puranah—oldest.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, who is supreme and is the oldest of all, is unlimitedly
merciful, I wish that He may smilingly bestow His benediction
upon me by opening His lotus eyes. He can uplift the entire cosmic
creation and remove our dejection by kindly speaking His
directions.

PURPORT

The Lord is ever increasingly merciful upon the fallen souls of this
material world. The whole cosmic manifestation is a chance for all to im-
prove themselves in devotional service to the Lord, and everyone is
meant for that purpose. The Lord expands Himself into many per-
sonalities who are either self-expansions or separated expansions. The
personalities of the individual souls are His separated expansions,
whereas the self-expansions are the Lord Himself. The self-expansions
are predominators, and the separated expansions are predominated for
reciprocation of transcendental bliss with the supreme form of bliss and
knowledge. The liberated souls can join in this blissful reciprocation of
predominator and predominated without materially concocted ideas. The
typical example of such a transcendental exchange between the pre-
dominator and the predominated is the Lord’s rasa-lila with the gopis.
The gopis are predominated expansions of the internal potency, and
therefore the Lord’s participation in the rasa-lild dance is never to be
considered like the mundane relationship of man and woman. It is,
rather, the highest perfectional stage of the exchange of feelings between
the Lord and the living entities. The Lord gives the fallen souls the
chance for this highest perfection of life. Lord Brahmai is entrusted with
the management of the complete cosmic show, and therefore he prays
that the Lord bestow His blessings upon him so that he may execute its
purpose.

TEXT 26
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maitreya uvdca
sva-sambhavam misamyaivam
tapo-vidyd-samddhibhih
y@van mano-vacah stutva
virarama sa khinnavat

maitreyah uvdca—the great sage Maitreya said; sva-sambhavam—the
source of his appearance; nisamya—Dby seeing; evam—thus; tapah—
penance; vidyd—knowledge; samadhibhih—as also by concentration of
the mind; ydvat—as far as possible; manah—mind; vacah—words;
stutva—having prayed; virarama—became silent; sah—he (Brahma);
khinna-vat—as if tired.
TRANSLATION

The sage Maitreya said: O Vidura, after observing the source of
his appearance, namely the Personality of Godhead, Brahma
prayed for His mercy as far as his mind and words would permit
him. Thus having prayed, he became silent, as if tired from his ac-
tivities of penance, knowledge and mental concentration.

PURPORT

Brahma’s enlightenment in knowledge was due to the Lord sitting
within his heart. After being created, Brahma could not ascertain the
source of his appearance, but after penance and mental concentration he
could see the source of his birth, and thus he became enlightened
through his heart. The spiritual master outside and the spiritual master
within are both representations of the Lord. Unless one has contact with
such bona fide representations, one cannot claim to be a spiritual master.
Lord Brahma had no opportunity to take the help of a spiritual master
from outside because at that time Brahma himself was the only creature
in the universe. Therefore, on becoming satisfied by the prayers of
Brahmi, the Lord enlightened him about everything from within.

TEXTS 27-28
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athabhipretam anviksya

brahmano madhusidanah
visanna-cetasarm lena
kalpa-vyatikarambhasd
loka-saristhdna-vijiana
datmanah parikhidyatah
tam ahagadhaya vaca
kasmalam $amayann va

atha—thereupon; abhipretam—intention; anviksya—observing;
brahmanah —of Brahma; madhusidanah—the killer of the Madhu
demon; visanna—depressed; cetasam—of the heart; tena—by him;
kalpa—millenninm; vyatikara-ambhasd —devastating  water; loka-
sarmsthana—situation of the planetary system; vijidne—in the science;
atmanah—of himself; parikhidyatah —sufficiently anxious; tam—unto
him; dha—said; agadhayd—deeply thoughtful; vaca—by words;

kasmalam —impurities; Samayan—removing; iva—like that.

TRANSLATION

The Lord saw that Brahma was very anxious about the planning
and construction of the different planetary systems and was
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depressed upon seeing the devastating water, He could understand
the intention of Brahma, and thus He spoke in deep, thoughtful
words, removing all the illusion that had arisen.

PURPORT

The devastating water was so fearful that even Brahma was perturbed
at its appearance and became very anxious about how to situate the dif-
ferent planetary systems in outer space to accommodate the different
kinds of living entities, such as the human beings, those lower than the
human beings, and the superhuman beings. All the planets in the uni-
verse are situated according to the different grades of living entities
under the influence of the modes of material nature. There are three
modes of material nature, and when they are mixed with one another
they become nine. When the nine are mixed they become eighty-one,
and the eighty-one also become mixed, and thus we ultimately do not
know how the delusion increases and increases. Lord Brahma had to ac-
commodate different places and situations for the requisite bodies of the
conditioned souls. The task was meant only for Brahmi, and no one in
the universe can even understand how difficult it was. But by the grace
of the Lord, Brahmi was able to execute the tremendous task so perfectly
that everyone is amazed to see the workmanship of the vidhata, or the
regulator.

TEXT 29
sfisrargary

o ¥ el & sanaEe |
TP &0 T 1 S . 11R2

§ri-bhagavan uvaca
ma veda-garbha gas tandrim
sarga udyamam dvaha
tan mayapaditam hy agre
yan man prarthayate bhavan

sri-bhagavin uvdca—the Lord, the Personality of Godhead, said;
ma—do not; veda-garbha—0 You who have the depth of all Vedic
wisdom; gdh tandrim—become dejected; sarge—for creation;
udyamam—enterprises; dvaha—you just undertake; tat—that (which
you want); maya—by Me; apaditam —executed; hi—certainly; agre—
previously; yat—which; mam—from Me; prarthayate—begging;
bhavan—you.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Personality of Godhead then said: O Brahma, O
depth of Vedic wisdom, be neither depressed nor anxious about
the execution of creation. What you are begging from Me has
already been granted before.

PURPORT

Any person authorized by either the Lord or by His bona fide repre-
sentative is already blessed, as is the work entrusted to him. Of course,
the person entrusted with such a responsibility should always be aware of
his incapability and must always look for the mercy of the Lord for the
successful execution of his duty. One should not be puffed up because he
is entrusted with certain executive work. Fortunate is he who is so en-
trusted, and if he is always fixed in the sense of being subordinate to the
will of the Supreme, he is sure to come out successful in the discharge of
his work. Arjuna was entrusted with the work of fighting on the Bat-
tlefield of Kuruksetra, and before he was so entrusted, the Lord had
already arranged for his victory. But Arjuna was always conscious of his
position as subordinate to the Lord, and thus he accepted Him as the
supreme guide in his responsibility. Anyone who takes pride in doing re-
sponsible work but does not give credit to the Supreme Lord is certainly
falsely proud and cannot execute anything nicely. Brahma and persons in
the line of his disciplic succession who follow in his footsteps are always
successful in the discharge of loving transcendental service to the
Supreme Lord.
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TEXT 30
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bhityas tvarh tapa atistha
vidyam caiva mad-asrayam

tabhyam antar-hrdi brahman
lokan draksyasy apavrtan

bhiyah—again; tvam—yourself; tapah—penance; dtistha—be situ-
ated; vidydm—in the knowledge; ca—also; eva—certainly; mat—My;
asraydm—under the protection; tdbhydm —by those qualifications; an-
tah—within; hrdi—in the heart; brahman—O brahmana; lohan—all
the worlds; draksyasi—you will see; apavrtan—all disclosed.

TRANSLATION

O Brahmai, situate yourself in penance and meditation and
follow the principles of knowledge to receive My favor. By these
actions you will be able to understand everything from within
your heart,

PURPORT

The mercy the Lord bestows upon a particular person engaged in exe-
cuting the responsible work entrusted unto him is beyond imagination.
But His mercy is received due to our penance and perseverance in
executing devotional service. Brahma was entrusted with the work of
creating the planetary systems. The Lord instructed him that when he
meditated he would very easily know where and how the planetary™
systems must be arranged. The directions were to come from within, ard
there was no necessity for anxiety in that task. Such instructions of bud-
dhi-yoga are directly imparted by the Lord from within, as confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita (10.10).

TEXT 31
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tata atmani loke ca
bhakti-yuktah samdahitah

dragtdsi mam tatam brahman
mayi lokdms tvam atmanah

tatah—thereafter; dtmani—in yourself; loke—in the universe; ca—
also; bhakti-yuktah—being situated in devotional service; samahitah—
being completely absorbed; drastd asi—you shall see; mam—Me;
tatam—spread throughout; brahman—O Brahmia; mayi—in Me;
lokdn—all the universe; tvam—you; dtmanah—the living entities.

TRANSLATION

O Brahma, when you are absorbed in devotional service, in the
course of your creative activities, you will see Me in you and
throughout the universe, and you will see that you yourself, the
universe and the living entities are all in Me.

PURPORT

It is cited herein by the Lord that during his daytime Brahma would
see Him as Lord Sr1 Krsna. He would appreciate how the Lord expanded
Himself into all the calves during His childhood at Vrndavana, he would
know how Yasodamayi saw all the universes and planetary systems
within the mouth of Krgna during His playful childhood pastimes, and
he would also see that there are many millions of Brahmas during the ap-
pearance of Lord Krsna in Brahma’s daytime. But all these manifesta-
tions of the Lord, appearing everywhere in His eternal, transcendental
forms, cannot be understood by anyone but the pure devotees, who are
always engaged in devotional service to the Lord and are fully absorbed
in the Lord. The high qualifications of Brahmi are also indicated herein.
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TEXT 32
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yada tu sarva-bhiltesu

ddrusv agnim iva sthitam
praticaksita mam loko

jahydt tarhy eva kasmalam

yada—when; tu—but; sarva—all; bhitesu—in the living entities;
darusu—in wood; agnim—fire; iva—like; sthitam—situated; pra-
ticaksita—you shall see; mam—Me; lokah—and the universe: jahydt—
can give up; tarhi—then at once; eva—certainly; kasmalam —illusion.

TRANSLATION

You will see Me in all living entities as well as all over the uni-
verse, just as fire is situated in wood. Only in that state of transcen-
dental vision will you be able to be free from all kinds of illusion.

PURPORT

Brahma prayed that he might not forget his eternal relationship with
the Lord during the course of his material activities. In answer to that
prayer, the Lord said that he should not think of existing without a rela-
tionship with His omnipoteney. The example is given of the fire in wood.
The fire kindled in wood is always the same, although the wood may be
of different types. Similarly, the bodies within the material creation may
be specifically different according to shape and quality, but the spirit
souls within them are not different from one another. The quality of fire,
warmth, is the same everywhere, and the spiritual spark, or part and
parcel of the Supreme Spirit, is the same in every living being; thus the
potency of the Lord is distributed all over His creation. This transcen-
dental knowledge alone can save one from the contamination of material
illusion. Since the Lord’s potency is distributed everywhere, a pure soul,
or devotee of the Lord, can see everything in relationship with the Lord,
and therefore he has no affection for the outer coverings. That pure
spiritual conception makes him immune to all contamination of material
association. The pure devotee never forgets the touch of the Lord in all
circumstances,

TEXT 33
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yada rahitam atmdnam
bhitendriya-gunasayaih

svartipena mayopetar
pasyan svdrdjyam rcchati

yada—when; rahitam—freed from; dtmanam—self; bhita—ma-
terial elements; indriya—material senses; guna-dsayaih—under the in-
fluence of the material modes of nature; svariipena—in pure existence;
maya—by Me; upetam—approaching; pa§yan—by seeing; svdra-
Jyam—spiritual kingdom; rechati—enjoy.

TRANSLATION

When you are free from the conception of gross and subtle
bodies and when your senses are free from all influences of the
modes of material nature, you will realize your pure form in My
association. At that time you will be situated in pure consciousness.

PURPORT

In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu it is said that a person whose only
desire is to render transcendental loving service to the Lord is a free per-
son in any condition of material existence. That service attitude is the
svariipa, or real form, of the living entity. Lord Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu, in the Caitanya-caritdmrta, also confirms this statement
by declaring that the real, spiritual form of the living entity is eternal
servitorship to the Supreme Lord. The Mayavada school shudders at the
thought of a service attitude in the living entity, not knowing that in the
transcendental world the service of the Lord is based on transcendental
love. Transcendental loving service is never to be compared to the forced
service of the material world. In the material world, even if one is under
the conception that he is no one’s servant, he is still the servant of his
senses, under the dictation of the material modes. Factually no one is
master here in the material world, and therefore the servants of the
senses have a very bad experience of servitude. They shudder at the
thought of service because they have no knowledge of the transcendental
position. In transcendental loving service, the servitor is as free as the
Lord. The Lord is svarat, or fully independent, and the servant is also
fully independent, or svardt, in the spiritual atmosphere because there is
no forced service. There the transcendental loving service is due to spon-
taneous love. A reflected glimpse of such service is experienced in the
service of the mother unto the son, the friend’s service unto the friend,
or the wife’s service unto the husband. These reflections of service by
friends, parents or wives are not forced, but are due only to love. Here in
this material world, however, the loving service is only a reflection. The
real service, or service in svariipa, is present in the transcendental world,
in association with the Lord. The very same service in transcendental
love can be practiced in devotion here.

This verse is also applicable to the jiidni school. The enlightened jidni,
when free from all material contaminations, namely the gross and subtle
bodies together with the senses of the material modes of nature, is placed
in the Supreme and is thus liberated from material bondage. The jiianis
and the devotees are actually in agreement up to the point of liberation
from material contamination. But whereas the jiianis remain pacified.on
the platform of simple understanding, the devotees develop further
spiritual advancement in loving service. The devotees develop a spiritual
individuality in their spontaneous service attitude, which is enhanced on
and on, up to the point of madhurya-rasa, or transcendental loving ser-
vice reciprocated between the lover and the beloved.

TEXT 34
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nand-karma-vitdnena
praja bahvih sisrksatah

natmavasidaty asmirs te
varsiyan mad-anugrahah

nand-karma—varieties of service; vitdnena—by expansion of; pra-
jah—population; bahvih—innumerable; sisrksatah—desiring to in-
crease; na—never; dtmd—self; avasidati—will be bereaved; asmin—in
the matter; fe—of you; wvarsiyan—always increasing; mat—My;
anugrahah—causeless mercy.

TRANSLATION

Since you have desired to increase the population innumerably
and expand your varieties of service, you shall never be deprived
in this matter because My causeless mercy upon you will always
increase for all time.

PURPORT

A pure devotee of the Lord, being cognizant of the facts of the particu-
lar time, object and circumstances, always desires to expand the number
of devotees of the Lord in various ways. Such expansions of transcenden-
tal service may appear to be material to the materialist, but factually they
are expansions of the causeless mercy of the Lord towards the devotee.
Plans for such activities may appear to be material activities, but they are
different in potency, being engaged in the satisfaction of the transcen-
dental senses of the Supreme.

(continued in next issue)
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta— 10516 Oakfield Drive 5.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—=8957 77th Ave., TSN 2N7/ (403) 468-5119
Halifax, Nova Scotia—2350 Agricola St., B3K 4B6/ (902) 423-4607
Montreal, Quebec— 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Catherine West, H3B 1B2/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Onlano—le Somerset St. E., KIN 6\?4.1’ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., 54T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6:’ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5461 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433.9728

FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Sarapagati-dhama)—Box 99, VOK 1A0

RESTAURANT
Orttawa—The Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460

U.S.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E. , 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave. (‘arnnsvllle 2122&" (301) 744-9537
Boulder, Colorado—917 Pleasant St. 80301." (303) 444-700:
Boston, Massachusetts—72 Comnmnw:a]rh Ave., 02116/ (61?) 247-8611
Caguas, Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis No. 42, 00625/ (809) 746-9829
Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cincinnati, Ohio—119 W. McMillan St., 45219/ (513) 861-2506
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—2379 W. Bth Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Flushing, New York—51-14 Kissena Blvd., 11355/ (718) 961-4851
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta, Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5222
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas— 1320 W. 34¢h St./ (713) 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 9328273
Long Island, New York—197 S, Ocean Ave., Freepart, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 202-6725
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) B55-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich, Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
Phlladelphm, Pennsylvania—51 W, ,»‘\llens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
, Rhode Island—23 Preston St., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
Sl Louis, Miﬁmun—3926 Lindell Blvd. 63]03." (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Avc Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhaktivedanta Insnrute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Wa.shlngmu-—-ﬂ 14 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 329-7011
Spanish Fork, Utah—KHON Radio |480 8618 S. Hwy. 6 {mail: P.O. Box 379), 84660/ (801) 798-3559
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilcon Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. {mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azeele St., 33606/ (813) 872-6694 -
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201} 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301} 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklah (New Kuruks J—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 39425:’ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-rcm—Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hil[)—[mn:acr Gurabao)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—R«. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Muréri-sevaka)—Murari Project, Rt, No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawah (New Kﬁl;laloka}—l’ 0, Box 108, 96??31" (808) 595-3947
Philo, Cal (G ri)—P.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300
Port Royal, Pennsylvanm{G(t&-nagarl)-—-RD No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadhouse, Amrta-dega)—Re. 1, Box 70, 62082/ (217) 927-4324
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Vll.l.nge)-—*ﬂ?g‘) Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji’s (at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) B43-1233 (open May—Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 254-4827
San Francisco—Jagannatha's Curr, 57 Jessie SI: 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, \-"le]o San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—23 Wellington Park, Belfast BT9 6DL/ 668874

International Society for

CENTERS AROU

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

Dublin, Ireland— Blackeastle Organic Farm, Navan, County Meath/ 21751
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-8442
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 BEP/ (09276) T244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland {K@na-nigan}—County Cork
Lake Island of Inis Rath. County F
London, England— (cnnmcr Bhaktivedanta Manar)
RESTAURANTS
Belfast, Nothern Ireland—Govinda's, 18/19 Shaftshury Square/ 246405
Dublin, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2/ 791648
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Scho St./ 01-437-8442
ITALY
Bari—Via Nazionale 10A, Palese (BA) 70057/ (080) 321428
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA) (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PDY/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—>Strada Berra 15/1, Loc, Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vmdavana) —Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856
OTHIR COUNTRIES

Holland—Ke:

gh, Northern Ireland/ 21512

he 94/ (020) 24-94-10 b
Athens Greece— Bhaktivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618

Bergen, MNorway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ fOS) 2905 45 =
Copenhagen, Denmark—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Didingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26.98
Githenburg, Sweden—Govinda's, Viistra Hamngatan 20, 41117 Gothenburg/ (031) 116166
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gérd, 140 32 Gridinge/ 0?53 29151

Helsinki, Finland—Govinda's, Jiakirinkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039

Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5. 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101

Madrid, Spain—Calle del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667

Paris, France—Chateau d’Ermenonville, 50440 Nanteuil le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Sepron 5482/ 086- 322480

Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002

Smshomg. France—1 rue Sellenick, 67000 Strashourg/ 16 (88) 25 50 33

Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Sl:udies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, B032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32.79

FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Gird, Sweden—15300 Jirma/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian l'omt (Bayrischer Wald), W. G v (N Jiyada-Nrsithha-Ksetra)— ;

(contact Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayapur) —Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
5 RESTAURANT
Paris—L'arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA

Ac}elélde—ég Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O, Box 235, Kingswood)/
08) 2720488

Brishane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, (Q'land.
4066) (07) 3791996

Cairns—69 Spence St., Caimns, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre,
Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 51360[

Canberra—19 State Circle, Forrest, (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/
(062) 953774

Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)/
(002) 234569

Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Pack, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 6095122

North Svdnﬁiy—IBD Falcon St. + N. Sydney, N.5.W. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. Box 2766, Sydney 2001)/
(02) 9261

Perth—590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W, A.
G005)/ (09) 3289171

Surfer’s Paradise—2295 Gold Coast Highway, Surfer’s Paradise, ('land. 4217/ (075) 501642

Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, Mew South Wales 2010 {mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/ {02} 3575162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
{mail: P.O. Box 157, Wlndsor, N.S.W 2765) (045) 755284

Murwillumbah (New G —"E 1la,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 63?)1" (066) ?2304?

Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old R % Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500/ fDﬁO} 278226

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ (08) 2237726

Brisbane—Food for Life, 252 (.:oo:ge St., Brishane, (’land 4000

Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Cairns)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Vic. 3000/(03) 631578

Melbourne—Crossways, IstFl., 11-15 Elizabeth St., Vie. 3000/ (03) 622800
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Surfer's Paradise—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Q'land 4217
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta, N.S.W. 2150/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Vicroria St., King's Cross, N.S.W. 2011
NEW ZEALAND AND
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mall R. D 2, Kumeu, Auckland]l" 4128075
N 7l 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christcchurch)/ (3) 61965
Lautoka, FIJI—E Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Ful—[’O Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St. (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 850876

RESTAURANT
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 15t fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ (9) 34885
AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)
Benin City, Nigeria—Karo Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), 5. Africa—F.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19
Ibadan, Nigeria—Oba Akintoba St., opp. Unibadan (mail: P.O. Box 9996 U.L)
Kitwe, Zambia—P.O. Box 20242
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mohammed International Airport Expressway, Mafaluku
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quatre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkﬂw, Ghﬂnn—P O. Box 69, Nkawkaw
i Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P,O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Part Hnrcnurt, ngr_-na—l Eligham Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. 11
(mail: P.O, Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.0. Box 328)
‘Warri, Nigeria— 1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Mauritius—Govinda's, 78, St. Jean Rd., Quatre Bornes/ 42409

ASIA

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura— Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Saciety, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003)
Bangalore, Karnataka—210, Bellary Road, Upper Palace Orchards, Sadashiv Nagar, 560 080/ 361539
Baroda, Gujarat—I18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripathari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia,
P.5. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010/ 662286
Mayipur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayipur Dham ( Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—MNongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krsna Aframa, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist, Sholapur, 413304
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar, Road No. 12, 800 016
Peta-Kakani, Andhra Pradesh—Guntur District
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.
Silchar, Assam— Ambikaparti, Silichar= 788004, Cachar District
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surar, 395005/ 84215
Tirupat, A.P.—No. 37, BTy'pe. T. T. D. OQrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—TC224/1485, W/C Hospital Rd., Thychaud, 695014/ 68197
Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Red, Marhura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—F.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad Districe, 501 401
Mayapur, W. Bengal— (contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok Thaﬂ.and—139 Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
ladesh—Cairanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chirragong/ 20-2219)
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Knng—-—'} Homantin St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
N ia—Yayasan Kesad Krsna Ind JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kath du, Nepal—S$f1 Kunj Kamaladi/ 2-16368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, Kuala Lumpurf 730172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: /o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No. 58

Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480

Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY

Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254
RESTAURANT

Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA— Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Getilio Vargas, 167, Funcionarios/ (031)223-2776
Brasilia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ (061) 553-1173
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, ltaguagd
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Goiania, GO—Rua 104 Bloco 14, Setor Sul
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro
Pindamonhangaba, SP—Av. Cel. Femando Prestes, 405
aPérto Alegre, RS—FRua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim
Recife, PE—Rua Maria Digna Carneiro, 6960, Candeias, Jaboatao
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Glaria, 98, Glaria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—FRua Antonio Bento, 92
Sido Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855/ 63-1674
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod

FARM COMMUNITY

Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande/ (0122) 42-2466
Vrajabhumi— (contact ISKCON Rio)

MEXICO ;
Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514, Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, DLE 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Culrural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico Ciry 01000 D.F./ 548-9323
Monterrey—Calle Casas Grandes, No. 320-A (second floor), Col. Mitras Centrof 483600
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.

Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccior Reforma/ 50759
ARM COMMUNITY
Tulancmgo. Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)—(contact Mexico City)
PERU

Arequipa—]Jerusalem 402/ 229523

Cuzco—>San Juan de Dios 285 Alcos/ 222353

Chosica—Parque Echenique 122

Huanecayo—(contact [SKCON Lima)

Lima—Avenida San Martin 135, Barranco/ 670405

Trujillo—Bolivar 738
FARM COMMUNITIES

Asociacion Krishna—Correo De Bella Vista, DPTO, De San Martin
RESTAURANTS

Arequipa—(atr ISKCON Arequipa)

Chosica— (at ISKCON Chosica)

Cuzco—Calle Espdderos 128 (near Plaza de a‘\rmas]
Lima—Av. Grau 137, Barranco

Lima—Av. Schell 634, Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 44A, No. 22D-bis-57/ 269-3118
Buenos Aires, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires
Cali, Colombia— Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Valparaiso con Callején Wash., Quinta “Mamd Vieja," El Parafsol 461-6559
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcn‘)n, Chl]e—Nongucn 588/ 23150
Ci y AT Ramirez de Arellano 680, (5000) Alta Cérdoba
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Georgetown, Guyana—l‘i Ulitvluge me. West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador—V. E. Estrada 110, Circunvalacion Norte/ 382439
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460, (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montw‘ld:o, Uruguay—-—Casulla 10,531, Suc. Pluna
lic of P Via l'1s Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
{m.a{l P.O. Box 6-29- 54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 510466
San Jose, Costa Rica—100 mers. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador— Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17
Santiago, Chlle—Manur.l Carvallo 771, Nunoa, Santiago/ 392734
Santo Domingo, D blic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254
Trinidad and Tubago West lndles—l’rabhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilacala)—(contact Guayaquil)
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera’a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpto. de La Liberrad
RESTAURANTS
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
Quito, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 y Venezuela/ 511083
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they’re realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you're married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you’ll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20-21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paraméananda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

“At present, it seems the more ‘educated’ one
becomes, the less he believes in God, in God's
law, and in the next life. . . . Thus modern
education prepares men to become animals.
If there is no education to teach a human
being whether or not he is this body, he re-
mains no better than an ass.” Read the com-
plete compilation of Srila Prabhupada’s words
on gurukula, the Krsna conscious educational
system. Srila Prabhupdda on Gurukula is
available from the ISKCON Ministry of Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 11093, Dallas, TX 75223.
$3.50 plus $1 postage; $2 overseas postage.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa disa
Goswami, one of the present spiritual masters
in the Hare Krsna movement. The author of a
six-volume biography of Srila Prabhupada,
he continues to produce essays, poems, and
other writings for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publications, write
The Gita-nagari Press, P.O. Box 149, Line
Lexington, PA 18932.

Radio KHQN, ISKCON’s Utah station, of-
fers taped, serialized programs. Each series
consists of from thirty to one hundred half-
hour programs and is based on ISKCON pub-
lications and the Vedic literature. Programs
include such topics as Krsna, Srila Prabhupada,
Mahabharata, Ramayana, plus programs on
diet, reincarnation, science, abortion, and is-
sues of the day. A demo is available for $1.50
that includes samples of each series. Cost is
$3.00 per sixty-minute tape (postage paid in
U.S. only). Write KHQON, P.O. Box 379,
Spanish Fork, UT 84660, or call (801) 798-3559.

ISKCON REVIEW, a biannual, interdisci-
plinary journal dedicated to the academic
study of ISKCON, includes articles from both
inside and outside the movement, in-depth
interviews with devotees, book reviews, and
so on. To subscribe for one year, mail a check

or money order for $6 payable to ISKCON
($10 foreign) to Subhananda dasa, Editor,
ISKCON REVIEW, 41 W. Allens Lane,
Philadelphia, PA 19119.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupida’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Join the Hare Krsna walking tour of sacred
India. You're with Hare Krsna devotees from
around the world, touring India by foot, visit-
ing her most sacred places. Guided by two
senior ISKCON sannyasis, you travel from
village to village, town to town, seeing spiri-
tual India as it really is, up close, and getting
to know her people. Every evening you take
part in an ecstatic festival, with chanting,
dancing, and giving out krsna-prasadam (food
offered to Krsna). It's a once-in-a-lifetime
event, celebrating 500 years since the advent
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

It’s already underway, so join now. Stay a
few weeks, a few months. Or stay all the way
till March, for the grand celebrations at Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace, Sridhama Mayapur,
West Bengal. It’s a spiritual experience you’ll
remember the rest of your life.

For free details, write Sridhara Swami, Pada-
yatra Touring Party, Hare Krishna Land,
Juhu, Bombay 400 054, India.

FESTIVALS & CALENDAR

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Padmanabha
(September 30—October 28)

October 10—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

October 17— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhavananda Goswami Visnupada, one
of the present spiritual masters in the Hare
Krsna movement.

October 23— Sri Rima-vijayotsava (festival
celebrating Lord Rama’s victory over the
demon Ravana). Call your local Hare Krsna
center for schedule of events. Also, appear-
ance anniversary of Srila Madhvacarya, a
great teacher of devotional service.

October 24—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

October 25— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunitha dasa Gosvami, Srila Raghu-
natha Bhatta Gosvami, and Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, great associates and fol-
lowers of $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

October 28— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Murari Gupta, an intimate associate of
Lord Caitanya. Also, Rasa Dance of Lord
Krsna. Also, Damodara-vrata begins (offer-
ing lamps for one month). Also, fourth month
of Caturmaésya begins. Fasting from urad dal.

Month of Damodara
(October 29—-November 27)

November 3— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama disa Thikura, a great devotee
of Krsna known for his Bengali devotional
songs.

November 4— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Harike$a Swami Visnupada, one of the
present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

November 9— Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

November 12— Diwali (the festival of illumi-
nating Krsna’s temple with lamps). Call your
local Hare Krsna temple for details.

November 13— Govardhana-paja (festival
commemorating the worship of Govardhana
Hill by the residents of Vrndavana and Krsna’s
lifting the hill). Call your local Hare Krsna
center for details.

November 16— Disappearance anniversary
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-dcarya of the
International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. Devotees observe this day with personal
remembrances of Srila Prabhupida, readings
from his biography, and fasting till noon.

November 17— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Hridayananda Goswami Acaryadeva,
one of the present spiritual masters in the
Hare Krsna movement.

November 19— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great follower of
the six gosvamis of Vrndavana.

November 22— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Gaurakiora dasa Babaji, the spiri-
tual master of Srila Prabhupada’s guru, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta. Fasting till noon.

November 23— Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

November 27 — Last day of Damodara-vrata
and Caturmasya-vrata.
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International Academic Conference on

ISKCON Held in West Virginia

In the courtyard of Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold, David Bromley, professor of sociology at Virginia

Commonwealth University, moderates an academic conference on ISKCON. A number of talented
interpreters of the Indian religious tradition and the contemporary Western religious scene met to
explore the implications of the Hare Krsna movement on the eve of its third decade in the West.

New Vrindaban, West Virginia— Twenty-
five top scholars from the United States,
Canada, and Great Britain assembled here
in mid-July for a major academic confer-
ence titled “Krsna Consciousness in the
West: A Multi-Disciplinary Critique.” Re-
presenting such institutions as Oxford,
Harvard, the University of California,
Brown, the London School of Economics,
the University of Toronto, and George-
town, participants included such distin-
guished scholars and authors as Bryan
Wilson (internationally-known sociologist
of sect movements), Robert S. Ellwood
(noted historian of alternative religions,
East and West), David G. Bromley (author
of several influential books on the con-
temporary “cult” controversy), historian
Thomas J. Hopkins (author of the popular
college text The Hindu Religious Tradition),
and Gordon J. Melton (author of Ency-
clopedia of American Religions and other
works on religion in America). Other
prominent academic observers of the Hare
Krsna movement included historians and
sociologists of religion, theologians, an
anthropologist, a professor of clinical

psychiatry, and a child psychologist.
Participants presented papers on a wide
range of topics, including ISKCON’s his-
torical roots and current status in India;
the movement’s place in American reli-
gious history; the charismatic leadership
of its founder, Srila Prabhupada; conver-
sion into ISKCON and spiritual life within
it; public attitudes toward the movement;
rearing and educating children; the mental
health of members; Christian and Jewish
responses to the movement; ISKCON’s
view of other religions; its potential theo-
logical contribution to Christian tradition;
and the history and development of the
New Vrindaban community, ISKCON’s
famous religious and cultural complex.
Presentation of the papers was followed
by lively and wide-ranging discussion.
Included among the participants were
scholars from within ISKCON: Ravindra-
svariipa dasa (William Deadwyler, Ph.D.),
Garuda dasa (Graham Schweig, doctoral
candidate at Harvard Divinity School), and
Subhinanda dasa (Steven J. Gelberg),
ISKCON’s director for interreligious af-
fairs, who organized the conference.

ISKCON REVIEW
Begins Publication

Philadelphia— The Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute of Religion and Culture, an informal
association of scholars within ISKCON,
recently announced publication of the first
issue of ISKCON REVIEW, a biannual,
interdisciplinary journal dedicated to the
academic study of the Hare Krsna move-
ment. ISKCON REVIEW’s purpose, ac-
cording to the introduction to the first
issue, is “to stimulate and communicate —
as well as to review—research and reflec-
tion on the Hare Krsna movement in allits
aspects. [t is intended both for those who
have a direct interest in ISKCON as well
as for those whose gencral interest in Hindu
tradition, new religious movements, or ¢con-
temporary spirituality might be served by
a deeper awareness of the movement.”

Complimentary copies of the first few
issues will be sent to a select list of nearly
one thousand academics and professionals.
Other interested persons should order from
RESOURCES, page 22.

Schoolgirls Tour U.S.

Washington, D.C.—Representative Ben
Gilman (R-N.Y.) recently took time out
of his schedule to meet girls from ISKCON’s
Lake Huntington school. Gilman chairs the
presidential commission on hunger, and
he applauded the Hare Krishna Food for
Life program. The girlsinvited him to their
school, which is in his district.

The girls attended sessions of Congress
and the Supreme Court, and then continued
their U.S. tour to Atlanta, Gainesville, Tal-
lahassee, New Orleans, Houston, Dallas,
St. Louis, Chicago, and Detroit. Their
main activities (in addition to camping)
were chanting Hare Krsna and performing
plays for audiences at scheduled stops.

bR

Congressman Gilman (wearing garland) is in-
vited to sample food offered to Krsna.
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Spiritual Places

ONTHE
STRENGTH
OFHIS
TEACHINGS

Although Srila Prabhupada never visited Vancouver,
his followers have firmly established Krsna culture there.

Text and photos by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

y the inexplicable benevolence of Lord
Krsna, for fifteen years I've toured
Hare Krsna temples intercontinentally,
sometimes with Srila Prabhupada, the
founder and spiritual master of the Hare
Krsna movement, and sometimes, after
he passed away, on my own. I’ve seen
Srila Prabhupada search for land and
buildings to create temples in city and
country, tirelessly instruct his disciples in
managing and maintaining Krsna conscious
establishments, and inspire thousands to
come to the temples, live in them, and
make them vibrant centers of devotion
and spiritual development.
So last summer, when I went to the far
reaches of western Canada and for the
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first time saw the beautiful temple devo-
tees had built there, the huge farm and
preaching centers, the school and book
distribution program, what surprised me
most was that Srila Prabhupada had never
been to western Canada to personally
instruct the devotees there.

To Bahudaka, the hefty and amiable re-
gional secretary for western Canada’s Hare
Krsna centers, that Srila Prabhupada had
not come was a cause of great regret. I
could understand his feeling, but to me the
success of Krsna consciousness in western
Canada despite Srila Prabhupada’s never
having visited there was glorious evidence
of his immense spiritual potency and the
sincerity of his disciples. For solely on the

strength of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings,
his disciples had done so much.

Bahudaka, the son of a former member
of the Canadian Parliament, was one of
the first in this area to become spiritually
inquisitive. Just three weeks after he'd re-
ceived his B.A. from the University of
Victoria (he majored in psychology and
philosophy), he and his wife moved to a
commune in northern British Columbia.
One of the other commune members was
chanting Hare Krsna, so Bahiidaka and
his wife also began chanting.

A few months later, in September 1970,
he visited the Hare Krsna temple in Van-
couver for the first time. The sights and
smells delighted twenty-two-year-old Bahi-



AMOGHA DASA

daka, and he felt strong spiritual ecstasy
from the kirtana (congregational chanting
of the Hare Krsna mantra). Before long he
shaved off his beard, and within a year he
and his wife were initiated. Two months
later Bahtidaka became president of the
fledgling temple in Vancouver.

Since their neighbors complained about
the boisterous kirtanas at the temple, Bahi-
daka and the ten other devotees had to re-
locate five times in a year and a half.
Finally, in May 1973, they established
themselves in a spacious house in an upper-
class district. During the five years they
stayed there, the community grew to eighty-
five devotees, formed an incense business
and an elementary school, and increased
the daily street sarnkirtana and literature
distribution.

In the years following his initiation,
Bahiidaka had met with $rila Prabhupida,
his spiritual master, at the Los Angeles
temple and in India, and he had often
thought of inviting him to Vancouver. In
1974 Srila Prabhupidda had named the
beautiful Deities in the Vancouver temple
Sri Sri Radha-Madanamohana and had
arranged for Their installation, but he had

Them in person. Bahiidaka

Minding temple affairs,
Bahiidaka dasa (left) travels
in his plane from the Hare
Krsna center in Vancouver
(opposite page) to the
center’s farm, 140 miles by
air straight across the
mountains. At Vancouver’s
temple, children eagerly
chant and dance (above
center) and perd

services for the Deities,
Radha-Madanamohana
(above).

BACK TO GODHEAD




In the immaculate temple
kitchen (top), devotees
prepare sumptuous vege-
tarian dishes for the
Hare Krishna Food for
Life program (above),
which feeds three
hundred weekly, and for
the guests attending an
evening class on the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is

at the downtown Yoga
Center (right).

thought that if Srila Prabhupada came, he
could take pleasure in seeing the transcen-
dental forms of the Deities, inspire his dis-
ciples, and preach to the many interested
guests. But Bahtidaka also considered how
Srila Prabhupada wanted time to do his
most important work — translating the San-
skrit scriptures into English—and how he
sometimes mentioned that traveling took
away from that work. So, out of shyness
and a wish to serve his spiritual master’s
desire, Bahiidaka didn’t invite Prabhupada
to Vancouver.

That’s why many of Srila Prabhupada’s
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disciples in Vancouver never saw their
spiritual master. But as Harilila-devi dasi
said, “Although I never saw Srila Prabhu-
pada, I don’t feel like I've never seen him.
I feel that he’s close to me, helping me.”
It is perhaps this feeling, which other
devotees expressed in their own way, that
is at the heart of the Vancouver community.
Faith in Srila Prabhupada and his teach-
ings propels devotees on. For example, in
the spring of 1977, when Srila Prabhupada
had fallen gravely ill, Bahidaka and the
other devotees in Vancouver wanted more
than ever to please him with their service
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to Lord Krsna.

By this time Bahidaka had a cadre of
sincere devotees working with him and
had developed a cooperative management
system: leading devotees had full respon-
sibility in their fields of activity, and a
board met regularly to make joint deci-
sions concerning the whole community.
The leaders met and decided to begin a
marathon to double their distribution of
Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental books.
And they decided to relocate their now
overcrowded temple. The devotees were
inspired and worked hard, some distribut-
ing their spiritual master’s books, others
searching for land for a temple.

In June 1977 they found an ideal prop-
erty: eight acres of woodsy land in an area
called Burnaby, eleven miles from down-
town Vancouver, between two main roads
that led to the city. Part of the land was
zoned for a church, the adjoining part for
residences. The unique plot was just suit-
able for Sri Sri Ridha-Madanamohana’s
temple.

Srila Prabhupada passed away in No-
vember 1977. In Vancouver, the devotees’
feeling of separation from their beloved

The Vancouver devotees are known

for their books. Lilamrta dasi (at left)
passes out books and magazines on a busy
street corner. Elwood N. Veitch,
legislative executor and education
secretary, talks with Harilila dasi (bottom
center). Below, at the temple boutique, a
father and son who are part of the temple’s
Indian community size up some imported
devotional clothing.

spiritual master impelled them to intensify
their book distribution marathon, and by
Christmas they had doubled the previous
year’s total. The temple coffers were full.
Within weeks the down payment for the
land in Burnaby would be due.

Should they keep the money from the
sale of Srila Prabhupada’s books and buy
the land for the temple? The leaders met.
No, they decided, Prabhupada wanted the
money from the sale of his transcendental
books to go to the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust (BBT) for printing more books. So
the devotees sent the money to the BBT
and searched elsewhere for the down pay-
ment. Just before the deadline, some Indian
gentlemen came forward with the money
for the land. Thus Krsna rewarded the
leaders’ faith in Srila Prabhupédda and
their strict adherence to his instructions,
and the result of this episode was that the
devotees’ faith—both in Prabhupada and
in their temple leaders—was strengthened.

In January 1978, ISKCON Vancouver
purchased the Burnaby property. At first
the devotees hired architects to design
a temple, but for four years seemingly
endless complications and trouble arose.
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Through a glass, brightly.
Partha dasa, a devotee-
craftsman (right), prepares
windows to decorate
Krsna’s temple. Colorful
theater (below) depicts the
distress of a king whose
only son dies; then a sage
revives the child, who
enlightens the king about
the eternal soul. Devotees
are drawn to the joyous
worship of Srila Prabhu-
pada (bottom), who is the
center of the community,
even though he never
visited the temple.

Finally an Indian devotee-engineer named
Kratu dasa joined the temple. With tre-
mendous determination and dedication,
he and his wife worked to obtain the
necessary building permits from the city.
Before long, devotees began coming to
build the temple: Om Sharma and his wife,
Jyoti, both of whom were devotees, archi-
tects, and planners; Réajarsi, a financial
wizard; Dyutidhara dasa, a hard-working
builder; Bhakta Dave, an electrical genius;
and many others. As Bahtidaka said, “We
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faced so many difficulties, but gradually
we saw how Krsna assembled a varied and
competent crew to build this temple.” The
devotees saw the project as a labor of love
for glorifying the Supreme Lord and His
pure devotee, Srila Prabhupida.

The opening day was Janmastami (the
appearance anniversary of Lord Krsna)
1983. To complete the temple on time, one
hundred devotees had to work eighteen
hours a day for the final three months,
Eight thousand people came for the grand




opening, including leading members of the
Indian community, the mayor of Burnaby,
a local legislative assembly member, and
Svend Robinson, the area’s member of
Parliament. Mr. Robinson addressed the
huge gathering:

It is an honor for me to be here this even-
ing to indicate not only to the people who are
present but to everyone that this temple is a
hidden jewel. I say “hidden jewel” because
there are many people who do not know of
the existence of this temple, and whose only
contact with the Hare Krsna movement is the

devotees that they sec on street corners. And
if nothing else, I think it's important that we
take a message out of here today about the
strength and diversity of this great commu-
nity. This temple is a beautiful building, but
there is another beauty which transcends the
beauty of this building, and that is the rich
spiritual beauty of the community here. . . .

At the back of the temple is a statue of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. I know that the teachings that
he espoused are being continued today and
that the God consciousness which he im-
parted will prevail in the months and years to

come. . . . I am delighted on behalf of the
people of Burnaby and as your member of
Parliament to share in this great moment and
to indicate to you that I'm confident that the
community will grow and that the God con-
sciousness, peace, and harmony, which are

so important and which are exemplified here,
will spread throughout our land. Thank you.

The prime minister of Canada, although
unable to attend the opening, wrote the
devotees a letter of appreciation and en-
couragement. “This is a joyous occasion
for all people,” he wrote, “regardless of

Both children and adults enjoy
broadcasting the glories and pastimes
of Lord Krsna—with a Ratha-yatra
parade (left), and while playing in the
park (top). Visnu désa and his air-
brushed temple-room murals (above)
were recently featured in the largest
newspaper in Vancouver.
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race, religion, or creed.” As part of the
festivities, a helicopter hovered overhead,
sprinkling flower petals on the assembled
crowds. The helicopter was later shown on
nationwide TV, along with an interview
with Bahtidaka, who saw the temple open-
ing as a major turning point for the Hare
Krsna movement in western Canada. The
TV reporter referred to the opening and
the temple as “a very impressive job well
done.”

But building a lavish temple for Krsna
was only one phase of the devotees’ plans
for spreading God consciousness in western
Canada. Another phase had already begun,
even as the temple was being completed:
the purchase of a 1,700-acre farm in a
valley of the coastal mountains two hundred
miles north of Vancouver.

The devotees felt a farm was needed for
several reasons. For one, zoning regula-
tions prevented the devotees from build-
ing additional residences on their land in
Burnaby. As more children filled the school
and more devotees joined, there would be
no room to accommodate them. But also,
more importantly, the leaders wanted to
fulfill Srila Prabhupéda’s desire for an
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At the Saranagati farm devotees take a
break from bee-keeping and basket-
weaving (above) to picnic beside one
of the farm’s peaceful lakes (top).




It's the Saranagati pony express (above), as
horse and rider speed across the farm. Farm
president Tarakanatha dasa (left) gives a class
on the Srimad-Bhagavatam, India’s great
spiritual classic, with Srila Prabhupada’s
translation and commentary.

No difference between
work and play, as the
farm devotees repair
equipment (left),
chant the holy names
and dance (below),
and teach their
children about the
beauty and glory of
the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krsna,
while walking through
His beautiful creation
(below right).

ideal varndsrama community.
Varnasrama is the Vedic system for a
harmonious and progressive society. It’s
based on the principle that individuals, de-
pending on their particular qualities and
activities, have different roles to fulfill in
making a society successful and complete.
The intellectuals are learned and of im-

peccable character. They advise the ad-
ministrators, who are charismatic, bold,
and resourceful. The farmers, tradesmen,
and entrepreneurs provide the necessities
for the society, and the laborers assist the
others. The leaders in Vancouver envi-
sioned householders buying a parcel of
land on their farm, building a house, and
peacefully living with their families in a
God-centered atmosphere.

I was eager to see the farm, so early one
morning Bahiidaka and I, along with his
eldest son, Gurupada dasa, began driving
north, leaving behind a rainy city that had

not yet stirred from the pale of night. We
passed verdant fields in Fraser Valley and
then followed Fraser River through the
range of high mountains that loom over
Vancouver. After some time, Bahudaka
pointed out how the trees were smaller
and the land was drier. The clouds drop
their rain in Fraser Valley, he said, and
leave the northern regions dry and desert-
like. By the time we turned left where a
sign that read “Saranagati” indicated our
farm, the only vegetation the land offered
was dry-looking sagebrush and meager-
looking trees. Seeing me apprehensive,
Bahudaka explained that two large lakes
(one about a hundred acres), fed by moun-
tain streams flowing year round, provide
enough water to irrigate the land at Sarana-
gati, and as a result the farm is as lush as
Fraser Valley.

“No hunting,” a sign said as we entered
the farm, and then another: “Saranagati
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Farm, Visitors Welcome.” Saranagati is a
Sanskrit word meaning “the path of devo-
tional surrender.” When I first heard the
name, I wondered if it meant that one is
inclined to surrender at the farm because
of isolation from the rest of the world or
because of attraction to Krsna through His
display of natural beauty there. Once at
the farm, I felt that both reasons fit, for
when one leaves the materialistic influence
of city life, associates with the friendly,
hard-working devotees, and relishes the
simple, natural lifestyle and breathtaking
vistas, one can easily remember Krsna at
every turn. And remembering Him is an
important step in lovingly surrendering to
Him.

In the future, Bahiidaka said, Sarana-
gati’s six hundred forested acres would
provide lumber for homes, classrooms,
guesthouses, a restaurant, and a temple.
Here in this remote corner of the world,
those interested in spiritual life could de-
pend on the land, the cows, and the bulls
for their necessities. Wherever their in-
terests and proclivities lay—agriculture,
construction, cottage industries, teaching,
crafts, black-smithing, art, management,
animal husbandry, temple worship, and so
on—they could become expert in them
and delve into them fully.

Tarakanatha dasa, the president of the
farm, reiterated this basic plan for its de-
velopment. “Our original idea is to create
a self-sufficient Krsna conscious commu-
nity where people can see and experience
the ideal Vedic lifestyle. Our biggest prob-
lem at the moment is simply a lack of man-
power. But this is Srila Prabhupada’s
vision, and we will try to realize it.”

Tarakanatha received initiation from
Srila Prabhupida in 1972 but saw him only
a few times and never spoke with him. Yet
Tarakanatha’s consciousness of Prabhu-
pada and his attraction to his teachings
was fresh and dynamic. Every night he sat
in the small temple room and read to the

other devotees from the Srila Prabhupada-
lflamrta (the biography of Srila Prabhu-
pada by Srila Satsvarapa dasa Goswami).
Together the devotees experienced the
many adventures, struggles, victories, and
humorous situations that Srila Prabhupada
experienced while spreading Krsna con-
sciousness throughout the world.

Why were the projects in western Canada
so centered on Srila Prabhupada and so
successful? Each devotee I asked had a
different perspective. Lilamrta-devi dasi,
for example, a book distributor since 1976,
told me that the spiritual masters who came
to Vancouver after Srila Prabhupada had
passed on—Srila Satsvaripa dasa Go-
swami, Srila Kirtanananda Swami, and
most recently Srila Gopila Krsna Go-
swami—themselves kept Srila Prabhu-
pada in the center. So the newcomers
became as Prabhupada-oriented as the
old-timers.

Although she never saw Prabhupada,
Lilamrta is one of his sincere disciples.
She has served him by consistently follow-
ing the process of bhakti-yoga he presented
in his many books and by associating with
devotees—at least when she can. Most of
the time Lilamrta travels the length and
breadth of western Canada and parts of
the U.S., distributing Srila Prabhupada’s
books—even to the Eskimos! She told me
she’s put books into the post-office boxes
of the ten thousand people in the Yukon
and the Northwest Territories (everyone
in those areas has a post-box, since mailmen
don’t go to their homes). “This temple,”
she concluded, “runs on kirtana, the pre-
scribed method of enlightenment in this
age. Bahiidaka enlivens the devotees with
his chanting. When he leads kirtana, it’s
like fresh rain falling; everything perks up
again.”

Dadhi-harta dasa, another disciple of
Prabhupada’s, helps support the temple
by giving all his earnings as a taxi driver.
“The success of the Vancouver temple is

Bahiidaka himself,” he said. “He’s our
source of inspiration, our shelter, and our
protection.” Bala Krsna, the headmaster
of the school, said likewise: “Bahiidaka is
the source of stability in our community.
He gives us spiritual strength, and every-
one likes him; everyone feels good just
being around him.”

Between overseeing the activities in the
temple, the farm, and the small preaching
centers in various cities in western Canada,
Bahidaka keeps himself quite busy. But
he still finds time to harvest alfalfa and
plant wheat at Saranagati, lead kirtanas
wherever he is, relax and speak frankly
with the devotees, and to play with his
seven children. He and the other leaders
have recently begun a new construction
project: erecting a thirty-foot-high statue
of Lord Caitanya on their land in Burnaby,
in full view of Marine Way, a road that will
soon carry thirty-five thousand cars daily.
Next they want to establish a museum on
the land, a restaurant, and beautiful garden
with fountains. “This will be an intense
preaching project in the future,” Bahudaka
told me.

But his major interest, his personal de-
light, is the farm. Why? Because “before
he passed on, Srila Prabhupada said that if
he stayed longer he would personally de-
velop this varndsrama system on our farms.
He didn’t stay with us to do this, but as his
disciples we will try to do it for him.”
Bahudaka concluded, “There’s not much
to be hopeful about in the world these
days, but we have a stable community
here by Srila Prabhupada’s grace, and
we have found a lot to be enthusiastic
about.”

I could only conclude that in a higher,
spiritual sense, Srila Prabhupada has been
to western Canada and is still there today,
for as Srila Prabhupada himself said, “The
spiritual master lives forever by his divine
instructions, and the follower lives with
him.” o]

TIRUKKURUNGUDI

(continued from page 5)

Lord Caitanya’s movement is practical
for the present age. According to Vedic
wisdom, there are four ages of civilization,
epochs cycling like seasons over thousands
of years. Each age has its own methods
most suitable for spiritual realization. In
the Satya age the means is silent medita-
tion, in the Treta kingly rites of sacrifice,
and in Dvipara veneration of the Lord in
palatial temples. But in the present age,
called Kali-yuga, only one means of spiri-
tual realization is recommended —sari-
kirtana, the congregational chanting of
God’s names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
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Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

In the present age we are short-lived,
short-tempered, short-witted, and short-
funded. So we need to reach Krsna con-
sciousness the shortest way. That way is
the chanting of the Hare Krsna rmantra.

Anyone can chant the Hare Krsna
mantra, regardless of the time, place, or
circumstances. The holy name of Krsna is
identical with Krsna Himself, so simply by
chanting we come directly to the spiritual
platform. Dirt encrusted on our hearts from
countless lifetimes of material existence
washes away, and we become liberated
souls, happy in this life and eligible next to
go back to Krsna, to join in the pastimes

the Lord shares with His devotees in an
eternal life of bliss and perfect knowledge.

On the stage we’ve set up outside the
village temple, high on the temple steps,
we dance to the chant of the holy names of
the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
The temple brahmanas assemble for our
evening program, and so do thousands of
simple villagers.

The village children readily join in the
chanting, all smiles and clapping hands.
With some coaxing, the coarse-handed
farmers give it a try, and their wives also.
Later the brahmanas buy copies of our
Tamil edition of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.



The Bhagavad-gitd teaches that prosper-
ity depends not on machines and technol-
ogy, nor even on hard work, but ultimately
on the mercy of Krsna. A village prospers
when it has abundant grains. For grains we
must depend on rainfall; and for rainfall,
on Krsna.

The Gitd tells how everyone can work in
harmony with nature in such a way that
Krsna will be pleased. When we work for
Krsna’s pleasure, not just for our own, we
soon find that nature provides everything
we need. This naturally gives us pleasure,
and this pleases Krsna even more. So a vil-
lage that becomes Krsna conscious prospers
spiritually and materially as well.

The key to this prosperity is to place
Krsna in the center of whatever work we
do. “Whatever you do,” Krsna says in the
Gita, “do it for Me.” That’s why the
people of Tirukkurungudi built the temple
in the center of their town.

But the poorly financed, poorly attended
temple is no longer enough. What’s needed
now is the sarikirtana movement of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

At the foot of Mahendra Giri, Lord Cai-
tanya’s sarikirtana movement offers a faded
village a chance to bring back its former
brilliance. If the villagers take up Lord
Caitanya’s Hare Krsna sarikirtana move-
ment, all good fortune will surely follow.
Perhaps the temple will even be restored.
But even in the aging temple, the eternal
Deity will be pleased, surrounded by His
Krsna conscious people. e

NATURAL ECONOMY

(continued from page 7)

they reach the city? They hire themselves
out to manufacture or service or repair or
sell the very amenities they came to enjoy.
They build refrigerators, televisions, wash-
ing machines, automobiles, electric can
openers, and so on, then go out and spend
their paychecks on the same things. Sure
they profit. Sure they earn more than they
did back on the farm. How else could in-
dustrialists sell their wares? Not on the
employees’ labor alone are industrial for-
tunes built, but on the employees’ patron-
age as well. Employers thrive by the
invention, promotion, production, and sale
of newer and newer amenities, while em-
ployees “thrive” by purchasing those ameni-
ties for their homes in Slag Valley and
Irondale. Round and round the workers
go, manufacturing and buying.

Does all this make life more enjoyable?

No. Automobiles, washing machines,
and fast-food restaurants are a bad trade
for clean air, clean rivers, and fresh, un-
processed food. More essentially, a life di-
rected toward artificially increasing bodily
comforts is a bad trade for a simple life of

depending on God. Not that the entire in-
grown, exploitative, industrial cycle makes
either employer or employee any less de-
pendent on agriculture (ever eat a ball-
bearing?), on nature (does U.S. Steel really
manufacture steel?), or on God (can IBM
make the sun rise?). It only makes us less
conscious of that dependence.

Members of the Krsna consciousness
movement are trying to make people more
conscious of the Supreme Lord. A practical
feature of their endeavors is the network
of Krsna conscious farm communities,
through which devotees intend to reestab-
lish the varnasrama principles of social or-

ganization delineated in the Vedic litera-
ture. The basic principle of the varna-
§rama system is that the individuals who
comprise society, as well as the various
social divisions— farmers, merchants, poli-
ticians, soldiers, educators, and so on—
cooperate to satisfy the Supreme Person.
A society fully dedicated to God is fully
protected by Him also, enjoying both so-
cial harmony and material prosperity. The
more the farm-based varndsrama society
expands, the less the workers of the world
will be inclined to jump aboard the glitter-
ing and treacherous merry-go-round of
industrial progress. N
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

The Joy of Cooking Badas

Making badas with a blender eliminates the grind
and adds to the pleasure of cooking classic Vedic dishes.

Text and photoby
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

It’s sunny and sparkling, well organized,
with a sizable pantry, but it’s far from
an all-American kitchen. There’s no blend-
er, no food processor, no microwave, but
a large shelf with rows of spotless glass
jars containing unusual-looking spices and
dried herbs. Open the cupboards and you’ll
find more such jars containing varieties
of rices, dals, grains, sweeteners, dried
fruits, and nuts, all suggesting that the
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cook here is as atypical as her surround-
ings in this sparsely populated, forested
part of southern Oregon.

And she is. Yamuna-devi dasi studied
Vedic cookery for eight years, traveling in
India for some of that time to study from
the masters there. In 1976, when I joined
her in Oregon to take photographs for her
upcoming six-hundred-recipe cookbook,
she often invited me to help her make the

dishes we were to photograph. I liked mak-
ing all the many dishes we prepared, with
just a few exceptions. One of those excep-
tions was badas.

Yamuna had returned from India with a
thirty-pound stone mortar and pestle for
grinding soaked dal into a fluffy paste to
make badas. But since that process took
expertise and was also time-consuming, she
opted to borrow a manual grinding machine
from a neighbor instead. She braced the
clumsy grinder onto the edge of the back
porch, and as she stood on the porch slowly
pouring dal into the feeder, I stood on the
ground turning the long crank handle.
When we finally finished, we had to dis-
assemble the contraption, soak it in hot
water, scrub it, pat it dry, and reassemble it.

When we served badas in India, they
were one of my favorite dishes, but in
Oregon it was such an ordeal to make them
that my taste for them dramatically waned.

Then Yamuna’s birthday came, and a few
of us chipped in and bought her a blender.
She viewed it with a mixture of skepticism
and hopefulness, and that night, with the
excitement of a scientist on the verge of an
important discovery, she sorted, washed,
and soaked some dal. First thing the next
morning, she drained the dal and started _
feeding it into her whirring new blender,
stopping it periodically to push the dal that
had spattered onto the sides of the blender
jar back toward the blades.

After a while she stopped the blender and
felt the dal paste between her thumb and
forefinger. It was almost as silky smooth
as what we’d produced by hand! She put
the paste into a bowl, mixed in some light
seasonings, rolled the paste into small balis,
and deep-fried them. We offered them to
Lord Krsna, and on tasting them Yamuna
asserted that most people wouldn’t be
able to tell those badas from the ones
made manually. (Some time later she dis-
covered that food processors are even bet-
ter than blenders for making feather-light
dal paste). Now badas were easy to make,
and my taste for them immediately revived.

To my delight, I learned from Yamuna
that you can also combine dal pastes with
elaborate seasonings and herbs, shredded
or chopped vegetables, and chopped nuts
or coconut. They can also be shaped into
fancier forms than small balls—like cut-
lets, patties, doughnuts, or puffs. After
you fry these delicacies, you can soak
them in water until they’re spongy soft and
then press them dry and smother them
with lightly seasoned yogurt and zesty
tamarind chutney. That’s dahi bada, and
not only are they nutritious and easy to di-
gest, but they are also one of the most
exciting of the many dishes made from dal
in Lord Krsna’s cuisine.

Looking back on those weeks we spent
together, I see that despite being thou-
sands of miles from India, despite being



Recipe by Yamuna-devi dasi

Juicy, Stuffed Dal Cakes in Yogurt Sauce
(Marawadi Dahi Bada)

This is a favorite preparation from the Mara-
wadi culinary tradition, requiring a skillful
hand to maneuver the light dal pastes around
the stuffings of sliced nuts and raisins. His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida frequently requested that this
dish be prepared on special holidays. With a
little practice, the results reward the effort
and time.

Soaking time: 2 hours
Preparation time: 1% hours
Servings: 8 to 10 cakes

Ingredients for bada paste:

1 cup split moong dal, without skins

Y4 cup split urad dal, without skins

% to ¥4 cup water

1% teaspoons salt

1 tablespoon fresh ginger root,
minced

1 tablespoon fresh hot green chilies,
minced

¥4 teaspoon caraway seeds

Ya teaspoon baking soda

Ingredients for bada stuffing:

3 tablespoons raisins

2 tablespoons sliced raw blanched almonds

1 tablespoon sliced raw blanched pistachio
nuts

Ingredients for yogurt sauce:
2 cups fresh plain yogurt
Y2 teaspoon salt

Ingredients for garnish:

Y tablespoon dry-roasted cumin seeds,
powdered coarsely

Y2 tablespoon dry-roasted coriander seeds,
powdered coarsely

Y4 teaspoon garam masala

Y4 teaspoon paprika or red chili powder

a few fresh coriander leaves

Ingredients for the tamarind chutney:
l-inch-round ball of seedless dry tamarind
2 tablespoons brown sugar

Y4 teaspoon red chili powder

15 teaspoon salt

4 teaspoon cumin powder

%2 cup warm water

8

2%4—2% cups ghee (clarified butter) or nut or
vegetable oil for deep-frying

To make the bada and stuffing:

1. Sort through the dals and remove any
foreign matter. Wash the dals and soak in
clean water for 2 hours.

2. Place half of the dal and approximately
14 cup water in a blender, and blend on high
speed until the mixture is smooth and creamy.
Pour into a mixing bowl. Place the remaining
dal in the blender with ¥ cup water, the
ginger, chilies, salt, and caraway seeds, and
blend until creamy and smooth. If the mixture
is not feeding into the rotating blades, turn off
the motor and scrape the paste downward
with a rubber spatula. Replace the lid and re-
peat the grinding until all the dal is a fluffy,

light paste. Scrape the rest of the dal paste
into the mixing bowl, add the baking soda,
and mix well. The paste must be thick enough
to hold shape when molded. If need be, bind
the mixture with a few spoonfuls of sifted
chick-pea flour or whole-wheat flour.

3. Soak the raisins in hot water for 10 min-
utes. Drain and chop. Combine the sliced
nuts and raisins, and mash slightly to make
the mixture tacky. Set aside.

To fry the badas assemble the following:
bowl of dal pastes and a tablespoon
bowl of stuffing and a teaspoon
bowl of water for rinsing hands
hand towel
large bowl of lightly salted water to soak

fried badas
slotted spoon
10- to 12-inch frying pan with ghee or oil
and a deep-frying thermometer

1. Heat the ghee in a 10- to 12-inch frying
pan over a medium-high flame until it reaches
300°F.

2. Moisten your left hand with water, place
a rounded tablespoon of the paste in your
palm, and spread it slightly. Put approxi-
mately 1 teaspoon of the nut-raisin filling in
the center. Now place another tablespoon of
the dal paste over the filling, spreading it care-
fully to the edges and covering the nut mix-
ture. Carefully slip this stuffed bada into the
heated oil. As quickly as possible, prepare 3
to 4 more badas to complete one frying
batch.

3. Fry the badas to a golden color, about 5
minutes on each side. They will swell slightly.
Remove each with a slotted spoon and care-
fully drop into the bowl of warm salt water to
soak. Form and fry the remaining cakes in the
same manner. Soaking time varies from 10 to .
15 minutes up to 1'4 hours, depending on the
consistency of the foundation dal paste. The
badas should become soft, airy, and spongy.
Ideally, they are soft in 10 to 15 minutes. Press
each bada gently between your palms to drain
out the water. Place them on a plate and chill
until ready to serve.

To make the yogurt sauce:
Combine the yogurt and salt, and churn
until smooth.

To prepare the garnish:

1. Place each spice in a separate mound next
to the bowl of churned yogurt.

2. Pick 6 to 8 coriander leaves off their stalks,
rinse, pat dry, and add to the spice plate.

To prepare the tamarind chutney:

1. Soak the tamarind in the warm water for
15 to 20 minutes. Press the fruit off the stems
so a thick brown puree is formed.

2. Press the puree through a wire strainer.
Add the remaining ingredients and whisk
well.

The final assembly:

1. To offer to Krsna, place 2 badas in a small,
shallow serving bowl.

2. Ladle 2 cup of yogurt over the badas.

3. Place 1 tablespoon of the tamarind chut-
ney sauce on the center of each bada.

4. Sprinkle approximately Y teaspoon of
cumin and coriander and a pinch of garam
masala and chili powder over the badas.

5. Garnish with 1 or 2 coriander leaves.

hundreds of miles from an established
ISKCON center, despite our Western birth
and upbringing, and despite our short-
comings in spiritual realization, we were
making spiritual advancement. In that
simple, scenic setting, we were happily
cooking for the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, offering our food to Him, and
relishing His prasadam (after taking pic-
tures of it for the cookbook). And after
prasddam, with the sun setting and the
day’s service behind us, we would sit on

the front porch and read from Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. Once in a while, Yamuna
would tell about some of the many times
she had been with Srila Prabhupada in
America, Europe, and India.

By serving Lord Krsna and hearing and
chanting about Him and His pure devo-
tee, we were following the eternal, supra-
mundane path of bhakti-yoga. And we felt
that Srila Prabhupada’s teachings were
real and relevant to every facet of our
lives. 1 especially remember one of his

purports in Bhagavad-gita As It Is:
It does not matter what one is or where one is
situated. The process is so easy that even a
leaf or a little water or fruit can be offered to
the Supreme Lord in genuine love, and the
Lord will be pleased to accept it. No one,
therefore, can be barred from Krsna con-
sciousness, because it is so easy and univer-
sal. Who is such a fool that he does not want
to be Krsna conscious by this simple method
and thus attain the highest perfectional life of
eternity, bliss, and knowledge? Krsna wants
only loving service and nothing more. by
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Cow Protection and Peace

Does the death of a seventeen-year-old
cow on a Krsna conscious farm have any
significance to the world?

Cintdmani was not an ordinary cow.
During her lifetime she gave birth to
fourteen calves, produced 160,000 pounds
of milk, and 6,350 pounds of butterfat.
This places Cintamani among the top one
hundred cows in lifetime production in
Juniata County, Pennsylvania. Scoring
eighty-eight out of a possible one hun-
dred points when evaluated for overall
qualities, Cintamani was an unusually
good dairy cow.

Furthermore, Cintamani was part of a
community that practices cow protection.
Her long life and good performance,
therefore, exemplify the economic good
sense of an agrarian, cow-protecting, God-
serving way of life.

Cow protection is not something that is
a concern just to farmers. Sparing the lives
of the cow and the bull and using their
contributions properly will produce far-
reaching benefits for all human society. In
the absence of cow protection, in today’s
cow-slaughter civilization, there is no pos-
sibility of peace and happiness in society.
George Bernard Shaw wrote,

Like carrion crows we live and feed on meat,
Regardless of the suffering and pain

‘We cause by doing so. In this way we treat
Defenseless animals for sport or gain.

How can we hope in this world to attain
The peace we say we are anxious for?

We pray for it on the catacombs of the slain
While outraging the moral law.

Thus cruelty begets its offspring—war!

Reflecting on the death of Cintamani
and the philosophical implications of cow
protection, I wrote the following poem.

They Should Never Be Killed

I
Cows,
mothers,
giving milk.
And from milk
comes butter, ghee, cheese,
sandesa, yogurt, ice cream . . .
And in a civilized land her dung
is used for fertilizer and fuel,
and her mate, the bull,
is pulling your plow.
They should never be killed.

The Supreme Lord is a cowherd boy,
a peacock feather in His hair,

a bamboo flute upon His lips,
and cows are His personal pets.

But it will be a long time

before you can understand it,
and it will be a long time

before there is any peace on earth.
Although the logic is plain

that we should not kill her,
the killers show no mercy—
vote-powerful beef-men,

uncontrolled consumers,
and the priests and rabbis are in it too.
All America is shooting
the slaughterer’s gun,
and the bloodstains spread everywhere.
The uptown butcher shop,

the neon-dancing cows —
cruel double talk, as if the cow
were happy to be killed and eaten.

It will be a long road before you can see
you are killing your mothers and fathers,
and you cannot undo the karmic link
between the stockyard and the Bomb.

It is already too late,

as Macbeth said of his crime,

“I am in blood/ Stepp’d in so far,

that, should I wade no more,

Returning were as tedious as go o’er.”

1II

But there is hope.
You can avoid Lord Kalki’s axe*
if you protect the cow.

At Gita-nagarif we are doing that,
raising summer corn and hay

and raising money too—

for winter ahead,

to protect Krsna’s cows.

In freezing rain the cows live in.

Their stalls are padded with softest hay.
The best of corn and oats is theirs,

and they offer their milk twice a day.

Large-eyed, gentle Brown Swiss mothers,
jerky, nervous calves,

*According to Vedic literature, the Lord will in-
carnate as Kalki avatdra at the end of this age
(some four hundred thousand years from now),
when society becomes utterly degraded, and
liberate (by personally killing) the entire race of
demons, thus ushering in the Golden Age,
Satya-yuga.

tGita-nagari is a Krsna conscious farm com-
munity in central Pennsylvania.

bulls ferocious, muscle-humped,
nose-chained,
and tall, broad, long-horned oxen—
all protected, never killed.
Give them grains and land for pasture.
Save their lives and spare your own.
Love them as your children,
as man is meant to do.

Because Genesis states
that humans shall dominate the beasts,
does that mean you should kill them?
Kill the gentle, useful cow?
Better to use her, use him.
Let them live and serve you

as you serve God.

11

“But what do we eat?
Where is the protein and brawn
in peas, carrots, and corn?”
Don’t you know it’s just false propaganda
that human beings need meat?
The land-grown, Krsna-given grains
and the varieties of vegetables and fruits
can supply all you need
for a healthy, vigorous life.
But all our food should be offered
in devotion to God, and only then
do we transcend
the vegetarian beasts
and the meat-eating men.

v

It is easy to avoid the greatest crime.
All it takes is knowledge
of the transmigrating soul
and the laws of karma.
But if you cause a cow to die
you will also meet death . . .
a thousand times.

To see the large-uddered mother
and the playful, peaceful calf,
both free from devilish harm,

on a Krsna conscious farm,

is to see the plan in action:

Cows,

mothers,

giving milk.

And from milk

comes butter, ghee, cheese . . .
And the oxen

pull your plow.

They should never be killed. —SDG
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DELICIOUS!

s

Simple ingredients—fruits, vegetables, grains, beans, milk, and spices.
But when devotees combine them with care and devotion for Lord Krsna’s pleasure,
you won't believe the variety of tastes, the array of sumptuous dishes.
Come sample for yourself. Every Sunday at every ISKCON center.




