Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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ACQUIRING
PERFECT
KNOWLEDGE

Logic and reason are useful in the search for the Absolute Truth.
But they’re not enough. To obtain perfect knowledge,
we must overcome four basic human defects.

A lecture by
HIS DIVINE GRACE

A.C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

adies and gentlemen, I thank you very

much for coming here and participat-
ing in this great movement. This evening I
shall present before you topics discussed
in the Bhagavad-gita between Krsna and
Arjuna.

I think most of you know the Bhagavad-
gita. It is a conversation between Krsna
and Arjuna that took place on the Battle-
field of Kuruksetra some five thousand
years ago. Krsna, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, was acting as the driver
of Arjuna’s chariot; He played just like an
ordinary human being as a friend of Ar-
juna’s. Arjuna became a little disturbed
because the battle was arranged between
two parties of his cousin-brothers. When
he saw among the other party all his rela-
tives and family members, he hesitated to
fight.

When Arjuna was greatly perplexed as
to whether to fight or not, he accepted
Krsna as his spiritual master (Sisyas te "harn
sadhi mam tvam prapannam). “My dear
Krsna,” Arjuna said, “just now we have
been talking like friends, but this is a very
important matter I have to decide. So now

I accept you as my spiritual master. Please
give me the right instruction.”

The whole Bhagavad-gita is simply the
conversation between Krsna and Arjuna.
Arjuna decided, “I am not going to fight
with my kinsmen on the other side unless |
am convinced that I have to do it.” At that
time he dropped his bow and arrows, said
“My dear Krsna, I am not going to fight,”
and became silent.

Then, as stated in the Bhagavad-gita
[2.10],

tam uvdaca hrsikesah
prahasann iva bharata

senayor ubhayor madhye
visidantam idam vacah

Krsna was smiling, thinking, “How is it
that Arjuna, My friend, who is so ad-
vanced, has been overcome by this tempo-
rary illusion? His duty is to fight, and the
other party is ready to fight, but My friend
Arjuna is declining to fight.” So, Krsna
was a little astonished, and therefore the
Bhagavad-gita says, prahassan iva: “He
was smiling.” Krsna was smiling because
He thought how amazing it was that illu-

PAINTING BY MURALIDHARA DASA

sion sometimes overtakes even great per-
sonalities like Arjuna.

Then the next verse begins with these
words: §r7 bhagavan uvaca, “the Supreme
Personality of Godhead said.” The word
bhagavan is very significant. It means “the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.” Bhaga
means “opulence,” and van means “the
possessor.” There are six kinds of opu-
lence. First, wealth. If one is very rich, he
is known as opulent, or if one is very power-
ful he is also known as opulent. Orif one is
very wise, beautiful, famous, or renounced,
he is also known as opulent. And when all
these six kinds of opulence are possessed
in full by somebody, He is called bhaga-
van. That is God.

We also have opulences. We have some
riches, but no one can claim that he has all
the riches. But God can claim that. A
definition of God is given by Parasara
Muni in the Vedic literature:

aisvarasya samagrasya
viryasya yasasah sriyah

jaana-vairdagyayos caiva
sannam bhaga itingana
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One may ask, Who is Bhagavan, who is
God? This verse gives the answer: God is
the person who possesses all riches, all
strength, all fame, all beauty. all wisdom,
and all renunciation. Nowadays it has be-
come a fashion that so many “Bhagavans™
and “Gods™ are coming. But here is the
definition by which we can test who to
accept as Bhagavan.

So, when Lord Krsna was present, He
actually showed by His activities that He is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. For
example, it may be unbelievable. but from
the history of Krsna we know that He
married 16,108 wives. We cannot main-
tain even one wife, but He maintained
16,108, and each wife had a big palatial
building. This is the description we find in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. So this means
that as far as riches are concerned, Krsna
showed that there is no comparison to His
wealth. In the whole history of the world,
we will not find anyone who has main-
tained more than sixteen thousand wives,
cach one with a special palace. But this is
how Krsna is described in Vedic literature.

Therefore, Krsna is accepted as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead by all the
authoritics of Vedic knowledge. Formerly,
during Krsna's time, such authorities as
Vyvisadeva and Narada accepted Krsna as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And
you will find in the Tenth Chapter of the
Bhagavad-gita [10.12] that Arjuna, after
understanding who Krsna is, expressed
the same opinion: param brahma param
dhama pavitrram paramam bhavan/ puru-
sam Sasvatarn divyam. Arjuna accepted
Krsna as the Supreme Absolute Truth
Absolute Truth and the supreme abode,
and also as the supreme pure and the eter-
nal, original person. Then Arjuna said, “It
may be said that since | am Your friend [
am accepting You as the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. But I am not accepting
You in that way. Great, stalwart authori-
ties like Parasara Muni, Vyasadeva, Asita,
Narada, and Devala have also accepted
You as the Supreme Personality of God-
head.” In this way Arjuna gave evidence
for his conclusion.

So, as far as the Vedic literature is con-
cerned, and as far as the acarvas [spiritual
authorities] are concerned, Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. More
recently—within, say. the last two thou-
sand years—such acaryas as Sarikaraca rya,
Madhvacarya, Nimbarka, and Ramanuj-
acdrya have all accepted Krsna as the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. And within
the last five hundred years, Lord Caitanya
has also accepted Krsna as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Therefore when Krsna is speaking in the
Bhagavad-gita, the words sri bhagavan
wvaca are used to indicate that it is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead who is
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speaking, not some ordinary man. The
point is that we should receive knowledge
of God from the highest, perfect person.
Now our knowledge is imperfect because
we have four defects. We have imperfect
senses, we commit mistakes, we fall into
illusion, and we have a tendency to cheat.
Everyone commits mistakes. And because
we commit mistakes we are sometimes
illusioned. The greatest illusion is to think,
“I am my body.” Everyone in the whole
world is under the impression that he is his
body. But I am not my body: I am a spirit
soul. Krsna explains this to Arjuna in the
second chapter of Bhagavad-gita.

Itis the spirit soul that makes the differ-
ence between a living body and a dead
body. The difference between a living body
and a dead body is that when the soul, the

If you inquire
whether I am perfect
or whether my
disciples are perfect,
we will answer, “No,
we are not perfect.”
We accept that we
are imperfect. But
because we have
assimilated perfect
knowledge, what we
are teaching is perfect.

living entity, is not in the body, the body is
simply a lump of matter. If I call out,
“Father!” then Father immediately replies,
“Yes, my son.” But when the soul of my
father is no longer in his body, then that
body—which I was thinking is my father
cannot reply, although that body is lying
there on the bed. So Krsna is saying,
“Arjuna, you are afraid of killing your
kinsmen, but you are mistaken: the soul
can never be killed.”

Everyone is mistaken as to his real iden-
tity because of the four defects of con-
ditioned life. As long as we are within the
material body., we must live under certain
conditions. But actually we are all spirit
souls, part and parcel of God. As soon as
we become free from the conditioned life,
our real life will begin. That is called
liberation.

The human form of life is meant for get-

ting liberation. We have achieved this
human form of life only after passing for a
long, long time through the evolutionary
process. First we experienced aquatic life,
then plant life, then tree life, then insect
life, then bird life. then beast life, then
human life, and finally civilized human
life. This is the process of evolution. Now
we are supposed to be civlized human be-
ings, and therefore we should know that
this human life is especially meant for get-
ting out of the evolutionary process.

Evolution means transmigration of the
soul from one body to another. We do not
wish to die, but we have to accept death.
This is our conditioned stage of life. We do
not wish to take birth, but still we are
forced by the laws of nature to go into the
womb of a mother. After giving up one
body, we must enter another body. and
there is no certainty about what kind of
body we shall get. It may be a human
body. an animal body, or a tree body, or it
may be a body better than a human being’s.
There are three divisions: one division in-
cludes the demigods, or devas, who are
highly advanced in knowledge; they are
God conscious, Krsna conscious. Another
division includes the human beings, and
the third division includes those lower
than human beings.

So, perfect knowledge, knowledge of
how to get out of the evolutionary process,
is imparted by the perfect person, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, not by an
ordinary man defective in the four ways [
have already explained. The four defects
are that our senses are imperfect, we com-
mit mistakes, we become illusioned, and
we have the propensity to cheat. Although
sometimes we may not know a subject
matter very clearty, still we speak of it like
an authority. That is cheating.

We should not cheat in this way. If we
want to give knowledge to people, we
must give perfect knowledge. How can we
give perfect knowledge? Perfect knowl-
edge comes from the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. This is the process of ac-
quiring perfect knowledge. Evam param-
para-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh: per-
fect knowledge comes from Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, through
the disciplic succession. And if we are re-
ceiving that knowledge with a cool head
and assimilating it, then our knowledge is
perfect.

For example, we are teaching the phi-
losophy of Krsna consciousness, and this
is perfect knowledge. Yet if you inquire
whether I am perfect or whether my dis-
ciples are perfect, we will answer, “No, we
are not perfect.” We accept that we are
imperfect. But we are distributing perfect
knowledge. Kindly try to understand. We
may be imperfect, but because we have as-
similated perfect knowledge, what we are



teaching is perfect.

I shall give you an example. Suppose a
postman delivers you one hundred dollars.
The postman is not a rich man; he cannot
deliver you the hundred dollars on his own
account. But the money is sent by one of
your friends, and the postman is honestly
carrying the money and delivering it to
you. That is the postman’s duty. Similarly,
our duty is to receive perfect knowledge
from Krsna and distribute it. That is our
perfection.

The knowledge we are distributing has
not been created by our research work or
by some other inductive process. No. Our
knowledge is gained from the deductive
process: Krsna says something, and we ac-
cept it. This process of acquiring knowl-
edge is the basis of our Krsna conscious-
ness movement. We may be imperfect,
but Krsna is perfect. Therefore, whatever
Krsna says, we accept. Now, we should
not accept blindly; we can apply logic and
argument to understand. Then our knowl-
edge is perfect.

In the Bhagavad-gita [2.11], when Lord
Krsna saw that Arjuna was not willing to
fight, He said,

asocyan anvasocas tvam
prajida-vadams ca bhasase

gatasun agatasums ca
nanusocanti panditah

Because Arjuna accepted Krsna as His
spiritual master, Krsna said in a very
gentle way, “My dear Arjuna, you are
lamenting for something that should not
be the subject of lamentation.” Arjuna
was hesitating to fight because he was ab-
sorbed in bodily relationships. He was
thinking that he was his body and that his
relatives on the other side—his brothers,
his nephews, his grandfather—were also
their bodies.

This bodily concept of life is animal life.
A dog is in the bodily concept and cannot
know anything else. He simply knows that
he is the body. But by cultivating knowl-
edge, by logic, by argument. a human
being can understand. “I am not this body.™
Therefore, if you point to a child’s finger
and ask, “What is this?” the child will
reply, “It is my finger.” The child will
never say, “I finger.” He will say, “My
finger.” So everything is mine: my body,
my head, my leg. But where is the /? That
should be our inquiry. Every part of my
body is mine, but where am I? As soon as
we come to this point—asking where that
I'is—our human intelligence has devel-
oped. Otherwise, we are in the animal
stage of life.

So, Krsna is instructing Arjuna: “My
dear Arjuna, you are lamenting for some-
thing that is not the real subject for lamen-
tation.”™ And prajaa-vadams ca bhasase:
“At the same time you are speaking like a

very intelligent, learned scholar.™ In the
previous chapter Arjuna had argued with
Krsna, giving evidences from the seripture
to support the bodily concept of life. But
Arjuna did not know that the scripture says
that one who is in the bodily concept of life
is no better than an ass or a cow. That he
did not know.

Today there are so many big, big schol-
ars who are in the bodily concept of life. |
shall give you one instance. I once talked
with a big professor in Moscow — Professor
Kotofsky. He said, “Swamiji, after death
everything is finished.” That is the bodily
concept of life. Even big, big scholars, big,
big doctors, philosophers, and scientists,
are all in this bodily concept of life. So
Krsna is first of all trying to remove Ar-
juna’s bodily concept of life.

The body is a
combination of blood,
bones, flesh, urine,
stool, nails, hair, and
so on. You cannot
combine these
ingredients and
manufacture a person.
That is not possible.
So, the bodily
concept of life is
simply ignorance.

Therefore, Krsna states, “My dear Ar-
juna, you are speaking like a very intelli-
gent man, but you are lamenting for what
is not at all lamentable.” What is that?
Gatastin agatasums ca nanusocanti pan-
ditah. Panditah means “a person who is
learned.” So Krsna is saving that a highly
intelligent man will not lament for the
body, which is not the proper subject for
lamentation, whether it is in the living
condition or in the dead condition. This
is the essential point in spiritual life
understanding that the body is actually
dead already. and that it is moving and
acting only because of the presence of the
soul.

As long as the soul is in the body. the
body moves. But the body is still a lump of
dead matter. And when the soul leaves
this body and accepts another body, this
body remains a lump of matter. So at the

present moment the body is a lump of mat-
ter, and after death, after the soul has
gone from the body. the body is the same
lump of matter. Therefore. why should
there be lamentation or jubilation over
this body? This is the first understanding
required in spiritual life.

Actually if you soberly analyze the body.
what is it? It is a combination of bones.
blood. flesh. urine. stool. nails. hair. and
so on. What else can you find in it? Do you
mean to say that by combining these ingre-
dients—bones and flesh and urine and
stool—you can manufacture a very learned
scholar? If you think that these bodily in-
gredients are actually the living entity,
then find a dead body. take all these ingre-
dients, and manufacture a person. But
that is not possible. So. the bodily concept
of life is simply ignorance.

Therefore. Krsna says to Arjuna. “You
are lamenting for a thing that is not at all
lamentable.” The body is dead matter and
it will remain dead matter, just like this
apartment. I am in this apartment, but [
am not this apartment. When I vacate this
apartment, [ will go to another apartment,
but this apartment will remain. Similarly,
as Lord Krsna will explain in a later verse
[2.13],

dehino ‘smin vatha dehe
kaumdaram yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara-pratir
dhiras ratra na muhyvati

In this body (asmin dehe) there is the pro-
prietor, the soul, and because the soulisin
the body. the body changes. It changes
from childhood to youth to old age. Simi-
larly, the soul goes to another body when
the present body dies.

Now, without the soul. the body does
not change. Suppose a child is born dead.
Then his body will never grow. You may
apply any chemical or any science, but the
body will remain the same. But as long as
the soul is within the body. the body will
grow from babyhood to youth. In this way
the body will change.

We have changed so many bodies—each
one of us. I remember that I once had a
child’s body. But that body is no longer
existing. But / am existing. Therefore the
conclusion is that as souls, you, I, and
everyone are eternal. But our bodies are
changing. and the body is our source of
suffering. Because of the body. we must
suffer birth, death, old age. and discase.
As soon as you accept a material body,
you are subjected to these four pangs of
material nature. Accepting a body means
you must also accept death, because any-
thing that is born must eventually meet
death. Birth, death, and in the interim old
age and disease —these are the four pangs
of material life. ’

(continued on page 13)
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DESCENT
OFGOD

The Supreme Being comes to earth many times
and in many forms. India’s ancient scriptures bring us
startling news about these momentous events.

by RAVINDRA-SVARUPA DASA

1l over the world we find the

kind of literature we call
scripture. These works tell us a par-
ticular kind of tale. They report those
extraordinary occasions on which
the divine penetrated into our world,
and our tiny space and time housed
for a while the eternal and infinite.
Witnesses to these incursions, utterly
changed by what they had seen,
found themselves compelled to pour
into the world’s indifferent and dis-
believing ear their strange and power-
ful tales. And just because these
witnesses were so changed, others lis-
tened, and they were changed in
turn.

From these scriptural accounts we
see that the divine descends in vari-
ous ways. In the Pentateuch, for ex-
ample, God intrudes into our world
mainly through marvelous acts of di-

The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Sri Krsna, the source of all other incarna-
tions, descended to earth Himself five
millennia ago. In this most sublime mani-
festation of divinity, Krsna sets aside all
His might and majesty to allow His full
beauty to shine forth. Krsna is known as
Rasardja—master of all feelings of love.

PAINTING BY PARIKSIT DASA

vine power: He plagues the Egyptians
with frogs and flies, lice and locusts,
turns their river to blood, and snuffs
the lives of their first-born. He deliv-
ers His people by parting the Red Sea,
and He sets before them a cloud of
smoke by day and a pillar of fire by
night as beacons to guide them
through the wilderness.

On occasion God draws especially
near, yet remains even then an awe-
some, elusive presence just beyond
the phenomenal veil. His proximity
causes nature to boil and erupt; it
seems at any moment He might burst
through the flimsy screen of nature
and emerge fully on stage—but He
never does. When God first comes
before Moses, a bush burns fiercely
and is not consumed, while Moses
fearfully averts his gaze. When the
Lord descends upon the top of Mount
Sinai, the slopes quake, and a dense
cloud, shot through with fire, roils
and thunders about the hidden peak.
Moses vanishes into that cloud to par-
ley atlength with God. Afterwards he
reports catching only the most fleet-
ing glimpse of the back of the depart-
ing Lord, never once seeing His face.

Another celebrated entry of the
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divine into our world is even more severely
restrained: Muhammad, son of ‘Abdullah,
meditating during the heat of Ramadan on
Mount Hira outside of Mecca, hears the
command of an awesome voice: “Read!”
“I cannot read,” comes his terrified reply.
Again: “Read!” Again the same reply.
The voice, grown more terrible, com-
mands a third time: “Read!” Muhammad
answers: “What can I read?” The voice
says:

Read: In the name of thy Lord who createth.
Createth man from a clot.

Read: And it is thy Lord the Most Bountiful,
Who Teacheth by the pen,

Teacheth man that which he knew not.

In this way the first of many such “read-
ings” becomes manifest on earth. Together
they constitute the Qur’an (Koran), deliv-
ered to Muhammad, the messenger of God,
by Gabriel, the emissary of God, “who
stood poised between heaven and earth,
who approached and came as near or
nearer than two bows’ length.” Their meet-
ings form the conduit through which the
uncreated Qur’an, “preserved forever on
the tablet of heaven,” descends to earth.
In this case, God does not enter our mun-
dane realm in person, but He comes in the
form of His transcendent word that makes
manifest His will.

Here the word of God descends as word.
The New Testament, however, tells of a
descent in which “the Word was made
flesh.” The divine nature becomes em-
bodied in the human person of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. Jesus declares, “x
came down from heaven, not to do mine
own will, but the will of Him that sent
me,” and confesses, “I can of my own self
do nothing.” In this way Jesus reveals him-
self as an eternal servant of God, saying “my
Father is greater than [.” But because he is
surrendered to God without reservation,
God becomes manifest to us in him: “The
words that I speak unto you I speak not of
myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me,
He doeth the works. Believe me that [ am
in the Father, and the Father in me.”
Therefore the person of Jesus is itself the
revelation of God: “He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father,” for “I and my
Father are one.”

Because different scriptures report such
vastly different divine descents and direct
us toward surrender to God under differ-
ent names—Jahweh, Allah, Jesus, and
so on—and because the followers of one
scripture tend to condemn the followers of
all others as infidels or heathens or heretics,
many people become perplexed or dis-
gusted. And religion acquires a bad name.
One wonders, “If there is one God, why
should He manifest Himself in different
ways and give different instructions?”

There is an answer to this question in
yet another scripture, the Bhagavad-gita.
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This song (gita) was sung by God (bhaga-
van) during His descent on earth five mil-
lennia ago. The Lord—known as Krsna,
“the all-attractive” — addresses His friend
and disciple Arjuna: “As all surrender unto
Me, I reward them accordingly. Everyone
follows My path in all respects, O son of
Prtha” (Bg. 4.11).

Considered as an answer to the problem
of religious diversity, this statement judi-
ciously directs us between extremes. It
avoids, on the one hand, those forms of
sectarianism which grant some particular
religious tradition exclusive franchise on
God: “Everyone follows My path in all re-
spects.” On the other hand, it rejects that
sentimentality which uncritically endorses
any and all forms of spirituality. Rather,
Krsna offers a principle by which we can
discriminate among them: “As all surren-
der unto Me, I reward them accordingly.”

The Sanskrit word translated here as “I
reward” —bhajami—is pregnant with

His proximity causes
nature to boil
and erupt; it seems
at any moment He
might burst through
the flimsy screen
of nature and emerge
fully on stage.

meaning. It is formed from a word which
fundamentally means “to distribute” or
“to share with.” Most frequently, how-
ever, it means “to serve in love,” or,
loosely, “to worship.” Thus we see that
Krsna is stating a principle of reciproca-
tion. God reciprocates with us justly by
distributing Himself—revealing Himself—
to us exactly in proportion to the degree
that we have surrendered ourselves to Him.

God’s “reward,” then, can be any of a
hierarchy of responses along the progres-
sive path of divine service. On the lower
end of that path, for example, a person
may faithfully serve God for the sake of
material benediction. God reciprocates by
awarding his desire. Although the wor-
shiper enjoys only a temporary, material
benefit (not an eternal, spiritual one), he
accepts his reward as divine reciproca-
tion—for him it is a revelation of God —
and his reinforced faith keeps him on the
path of devotion. As for those advanced
devotees who desire nothing material or
spiritual in return for their wholehearted
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service, Krsna rewards them differently:
He discloses Himself fully, and in a sweet
and intimate exchange He serves the devo-
tee just as the devotee serves Him.

God declares, “Everyone follows My
path.” For as there is one God, there is
one religion: devotional service to God in
full surrender. We should not be misled by
sectarian designations. Although “Islam,”
for example, is used to denote a sectarian
community or its faith, the term al islam it-
self is not thus exclusive and particular,
but means simply “the submission,” or
“the surrender.” This one true, essential,
and universal religion is also unerringly
indicated by Jesus. When asked to cite the
greatest commandment in the law, he re-
plies, quoting the Pentateuch, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”

Lord Krsna likewise points to this essen-
tial religion at the end of the Bhagavad-gita.
Having surveyed many spiritual proc-
esses— pious work, religious rituals, yoga
meditation, worship of demigods, philo-
sophical discrimination between matter and
spirit—and having shown that they are but
various steps on the path toward full devo-
tion to God, Krsna invites us conclusively
to come directly to that point. “Abandon
all varieties of religion,” He urges Arjuna,
“and just surrender to Me” (Bg. 18.66).

But because we are to various degrees
resistant to the divine call for full surren-
der, God allows for our gradual advance-
ment, instructing us and revealing Himself
to the extent our service disposition or—
the same thing— our spiritual purity allows.
In this way the element of relativity enters
the divine-human interaction to give rise
to varieties of religion. But in every case
the founder of religion is God and no one
else. As Srimad-Bhagavatam (a scripture
we’ll consider later) tells us, dharmarm tu
saksad bhagavat-pranitam (Bhag. 6.3.19):
“The path of religion is established directly
by the Supreme Lord Himself.”

For this purpose God descends many
times. Krsna announces the general prin-
ciple governing His entry into this world:
“Whenever and wherever there is a decline
in religious practice, and a predominant
rise of irreligion—at that time I descend.
To deliver the pious and to annihilate the
miscreants, as well as to reestablish the
principles of religion, I Myself appear,
millennion after millennium” (Bg. 4.7-8).

No time and no place has a monopoly on
God’s self-revelation. God comes as He is
needed, with always the same mission: to
repair and restore the time-ravaged path of
religion, overgrown and eroded by neglect
and abuse. Thus the Lord not only estab-
lishes religion on earth, but returns again

“The incarnations of the Lord are innumer-
able, like rivulets flowing from inexhaustible
sources of water.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.26)






and again as its ceaseless maintainer.

So we need not be alarmed by the num-
ber and variety of God’s appearances as
recounted in the world’s revealed scrip-
tures. Responding gratefully to the divine
bounty, we should aspire to an inclusive,
broadminded perspective, understanding
each particular descent of God according
to the principle by which revelation is
reciprocated for surrender.

We can turn for aid in this endeavor to
the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Both the Bhagavad-gita and the Srimad-
Bhagavatam were revealed on earth at the
time of Krsna’s descent five thousand years
ago, and together they hold a distinguished
place in India’s vast library of spiritual
knowledge, the Vedic literature. Srimad-
Bhagavatam—*the postgraduate scrip-
ture” —conveys the last word in Vedic
knowledge, and the Bhagavad-gita speci-
fically delivers the instructions qualifying
one for Srimad-Bhagavatam.

The Vedic literature, in its catholicity,
provides something for everyone’s advance-
ment on the spiritual path. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam compares the Vedas to a
“desire tree”—the heavenly tree whose
branches yield all varieties of fruit. When,
in time, the followers of the Vedas became
bewildered by this diversity and lost sight
of the true purport of the Vedic teaching,
the author of the Vedas— God Himself —
descended and delivered His Gira. There
(as mentioned), He reviews all Vedic prac-
tices and authoritatively reestablishes the
final Vedic conclusion: *“Abandon all vari-
eties of ‘religion” and just surrender to
Me.”

Having accepted that instruction, we are
eligible for Srimad-Bhagavatam —as the
prelude to that work indicates: “Completely
rejecting all religious activities motivated by
material desires, this Srimad-Bhagavatam
propunds the highest truth, which is under-
standable by those devotees who are fully
pure in heart” (1.1.2). Srimad-Bhagavatam
is, therefore, “the mature fruit of the de-
sire tree of the Vedas™ (1.1.3).

Srimad means “beautiful,” “splendid,”
or “illustrious,” and Bhagavatam means
“coming from or relating to God.™ This
“Beautiful Book of God™ is an encyclopedic
compilation of the wondrous acts of God
as He disported Himself on earth in mul-
titudes of descents. Here God is revealed
as a many-faceted hero without peer or
rival, embarking again and again on as-
tounding adventures. His pastimes— fully
attesting to His inexhaustible inventiveness,
His sheer exuberance —unfold before our
wondering eyes breathtaking vistas of di-
vinity at play. Having relished this ripe
fruit of the Vedic tree of knowledge, one
contracts the urge to fall before those
barren-souled people who, in the aridity
of their understanding, have lost all taste for
God, and plead: “Read this beautiful book!
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Please, read this beautiful, beautiful book!”

Those comfortable with a more con-
stricted idea of God might be startled by the
sheer number and variety of God’s appear-
ances. In an early chapter of the Bhag-
avatam, the saint Suta Gosvami, speaking
before an audience of sages, lists twenty-
two incarnations (both past and future) and
remarks: “O brahmanas, the incarnations
of the Lord are innumerable, like rivulets
flowing from inexhaustible sources of wa-
ter” (1.3.26). A later chapter (2.7), “Sched-
uled Incarnations with Specific Functions,”
contains an even more exhaustive com-
pendium. Srimad-Bhagavatam is largely
devoted to detailed expositions of these
incarnations, one after another, leading
up to and preparing the reader for the ulti-
mate narration, that of the pastimes of
Krsna Himself.

So we encounter God in many forms.
He descends, for example, as Matsya, the
leviathan who saved the Vedas from the

One contracts the
urge to fall before
barren-souled people
who, in the aridity of
their understanding,

have lost all taste for
God, and plead: “Read
this beautiful book!”

deluge even as He sported in the vast wa-
ters: as Varaha, the boar who lifted the
fallen earth from the abyss and vanquished
her violator in single combat; as the sage
Narada, the eternally wandering space
traveler who migrates from planet to
planet throughout the universe preaching
and singing the glories of the Lord; as
Nrsimha, the prodigious man-lion who in
an awesome epiphany of power succored
His devotee, a boy of six, by slaying—
spectacularly—his torturer, a God-hating
interplanetary tyrant who was the boy's
own father; as Vamana, the beautiful dwarf
who traversed the whole universe in three
strides; as Parasurama, the axe-wielding
scourge of kings who punished twenty-one
generations of royalty for deviating from
the principles of godly rule; as Lord Rama-
candra, the exemplar of godly rule, perfect
king and personification of morality in of-
fice; and as many other awesome and un-
forgettable personalities who appeared to
teach, shelter, lead, and inspire humanity.

All this may be so amazing it commands

incredulity. Yet consider: Isn’t God. by
definition, the most amazing being of all?
If so, our principle should be: the more
amazing the report, the more open we
should be to it. Why demand that God re-
duce Himself to fit the range of our pedes-
trian understanding? The more amazing
He is, the more Godlike He is.

One can detect an unmistakable element
of playfulness in many divine descents,
and that may also cause misgivings. But
that would be another case of unreasonably
imposing restrictions on God. For God is
playful: the Sanskrit term for divine activ-
ity is, in fact, /ila—play. By His inconceiv-
able power God seamlessly unites in His
descents very serious purpose (to save hu-
manity) with sheer sport. Thus, as Matsya,
He frolics in the waves of the deluge: as
Varaha He enjoys a good fight. In all de-
scents we see Him delighting in drawing
out the possibilities of a particular role. a
playerin a play.

The idea of /ila captures a defining cle-
ment of divine activity: it is unmotivated.
All human acts spring from motives, de-
sire for what we lack or fear we will lack.
But God already has everything. He has
nothing to gain or anything to lose. What
is there, then, to impel Him into action?

“Nothing,” say many speculators. And
they conclude that God is static, inert. If
this were true, God would indeed be im-
poverished! On the contrary, God is com-
plete, and He acts precisely out of His
completeness: He plays. Our notion of play
partly conveys the right spirit: doing some-
thing for no reason other than the pure
sport of it, for the joy of action for its own
sake. So the divine /ila: God acts out of
sheer, unmotivated exuberance; His divine
fullness continually overflows in spontane-
ous creative expression, the ceaseless tran-
scendental play of the spirit.

Frederick Nietzsche, the philosopher
who brought Christendom the news that
“God is dead,” once remarked: “I would
believe in a God who could dance.” If so,
his atheism might be the understandable
reaction to some crabbed Teutonic image
of divinity—modeled, perhaps, on some
dour bourgeoisie patriarch whose solem-
nity excludes dance. Had Nietzsche known
Srimad-Bhagavatam, he might have spared
himself and others much grief: for its pages
wonderfully describe the transcendental
dancing of God, the most beautiful and
graceful of all dancers.

Why should God be limited in any way?
It is covert envy of God to forbid Him
what we ourselves possess and enjoy. He
is our categorical superior and outshines
us in every field: that is the very meaning
of God. Therefore we should understand
that whatever we see here—all activities,
all relationships, all enjoyments—have
their fulfilled perfection in God.

(continued on page 29)



FALLING
FOR FIDO

Down the street from the house
where I live, a tall hedge borders
the sidewalk for twenty yards or so,
creating a shady, sheltered stretch of
pavement. Special things happen there.
On warmer evenings you get occa-
sional curbside parties—a carload of
teenagers, voices raised above a blaring
radio. And during the day, crews from
the electric company, telephone com-
pany, or city department of streets
sometimes pull their trucks over and
take a snooze. But the primary func-
tion of the stretch, and the most impor-
tant one to know about if you're a
pedestrian, is to serve as a dumping
ground for dog feces. Especially in the
early evening, you see dog-owners walk
their charges down to this piece of
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A sidewalk slip inspires some thoughts
on our schizoid policy toward animals.
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sidewalk, turn the other way for a mo-
ment or two (scanning the sky for early
stars and trying not to think of dinner),
then jerk the leash and head home. I'd
guess this twenty-yard area services
most of the dogs within a four- or five-
block radius.

Having to regularly pick my way past
the hedge makes me wonder. Why,
while they slaughter other animals by
the millions every day. are men so de-
voted to dogs, to the point of patiently
standing by while these creatures an-
swer the call of nature? Dogs are faith-
ful, obedient, and easily pleased, 1
know, so they provide a buffer, or a
substitute, for less reliable human com-
panionship. Pigs and cows just aren’t as
outgoing or affable, and even if they

were, you still wouldn’t want them
jumping into your lap. Perhaps, in ad-
dition, dogs aren’t as tasty as some
other animals. Perhaps they don’t fatten
as easily. Even if they did, we wouldn’t
kill them. When I was growing up
in Cleveland, I had a beagle named
Geronimo, who was fat as a barrel. I'd
never have butchered Geronimo. He
was a member of the family.

However, while we have practical rea-
sons for singling dogs out for special
treatment, the Bhagavad-gita teaches
us to see all living creatures equally.
The Gita says that each living being is
an eternal spirit soul. part and parcel of
the Supreme Soul, Lord Krsna. All liv-
ing beings, therefore, are members of
Krsna's family. Seeing equally doesn’t




mean that we should shake hands with ti-
gers or embrace rattlesnakes, but that we
shouldn’t give unnecessary trouble to any
soul. Even though cows, pigs, and chickens
don’t make good house pets, they feel
pain as much as dogs do. And by Krsna’s
law of karma, whatever pain we give them
we have to suffer in turn ourselves.

Each time I am obliged, because of in-
attention while ambling down the sidewalk,
to hose off my shoes, I grow more curious
about man’s infatuation with canines. One
morning last week, after slipping on a par-
ticularly large deposit and nearly falling, I
resolved to look deeper into this infatua-
tion. Later that day, while shopping at the
local Acme supermarket, I visited the dog-
food section—aisle five, about the middle
of the store. Dog food occupied all four
shelves on one side of the aisle for almost
the entire length of the aisle. (Cat food
and kitty litter took up the remaining
space.) I recognized Geronimo’s old favor-
ites, Ken-l1 Ration and Gravy Train, and
I counted almost a dozen other brands,
both dried and canned. Most brands were
adorned with dog portraits, similar in some
ways to the kid portraits on cereal boxes a
couple of aisles over—both dogs and kids
were portrayed as bright-eyed junior mem-
bers of the family.

Dogs are junior members of God’s uni-
versal family, younger brothers to man,
and therefore they are deserving of our
care. But twelve brands of specially pre-
pared food? Hugging a tiger is foolish, but
so is spending so much for something
that ends up on the sidewalk, or on the
rug.

The dog-food aisle runs the full length
of the store, where, set against the back
wall, one finds an equally long display: the
meat cooler. Chickens, turkeys, pigs, cows,
and sheep. Why no portraits here? These
are also family members—“children™ of
the Supreme Lord and man’s younger
brothers and sisters. Like us, they have
heads, necks, legs, hearts, livers, tongues
(right there in the cooler, wrapped in
cellophane). Like us they enjoy eating,
sleeping, mating, and taking care of their
young. Like us they know fear and pain.
And like us they are eternal, individual
spirit souls, mired in by flesh and bone.
The only difference is that they have less
intelligence and are therefore helpless be-
fore our butcher’s ax.

This wasn’t the first time I had contem-
plated man’s inconsistent policy toward
animals, or the first time I'd seen how a
supermarket exemplifies that policy. But
on this supermarket visit, as I stood by the
meat cooler, still vexed by my near fall on
the sidewalk, I was militantly curious, ask-
ing myself, “How can people live with this
and not go nuts?” On the human carni-
vore’s mental landscape, the aisle for the
glorification of dog (and the sidewalk for

12 BACK TO GODHEAD

the reception of his excrement) intersects
with the aisle for the slaughter of other
animals, yet the carnivore admits to no
contradiction. Isn’t that a denial of the
plain facts, of reality? And isn’t denial of
reality bound to produce some kind of
mental strain, or mental illness? Isn’t it in
fact indicative of mental illness?

“Come off it!” says the carnivore. “Those
animals are meant to be eaten. They’re
meant to be killed. They’re food animals.”

“Meant by whom?” is the reply. “It’s
obvious that you mean to kill and eat
them, but where is the evidence of an in-
tention other than yours? ‘Intend’ indi-
cates there is a person intending, so who,
besides you, is that?” Hardened criminals
feel fully justified in doing what they do:
their victims are meant to be victimized.
But / don’t think animals are meant to be

The dog-food
aisle runs the full
length of the store,
where, set against
the back wall,
one finds an equally
long display: the
meat cooler.
Chickens, turkeys,
pigs, cows, and
sheep. Why

no portraits here?

killed, and neither do the animals. Nor is
the “meant to be” philosophy confirmed
by any scriptural authority, although when
the carnivores get their bloody hands on
scripture, they naturally try to prove other-
wise. The Vedic literatures say that flesh
food is meant only for dogs and cats. So a
man’s appetite for a dog’s food indicates
that he’s not only infatuated with dogs, he
emulates them. Any dog would be in
seventh heaven sniffing around the gro-
cery meat department.

But the meat cooler is not the last word
in man’s schizoid policy toward his animal
brothers. Walking down to the end of the
meat section, I came to another cooler,
this one running the length of the side wall
and packed with milk and milk products.
For the first five yards or so, gallon and
half-gallon milk containers are stacked
three high and four deep, and cream and

buttermilk fill the shelves above. Pint and
half-pint containers—yogurt, sour cream,
cottage cheese, and so on—fill the next
section. After that there are butter and
twenty kinds of cheese and, across the
aisle, a freezer full of ice cream.

Now if the dog gets special treatment
because he’s sociable, faithful, and eager
to defend home and master, then why
doesn’t the cow, who supplies the ingre-
dient for this wealth of delicious food
products, also receive special treatment?
Not that we should keep one or two heifers
at home and take them for walks around
the block, or that our supermarkets should
have an aisle of hay and oats. No. All we
need do is stop cutting the cow’s throat. If
you have to eat cow’s flesh, or any ani-
mal’s flesh, be patient. They all die in
time.

Westerners deride the apparently irra-
tional respect afforded animals, cows in
particular, by followers of India’s Vedic
literature. “Sacred cow™ has come to indi-
cate anything falsely held to be immune
from reasonable criticism. It’s true the
Vedic literature asserts that the cow is
sacred—in the sense that she is especially
favored by the Supreme Lord Krsna and
that her care and protection by man lead
to the development of higher, nobler quali-
ties in human society. While this assertion
is not immune from criticism, to prove it
irrational we’d have to stop killing cows
and observe for ourselves the effects of
such a moratorium.

But sacredness aside for the moment,
followers of the Vedic literature also point
to the cow’s undeniable contributions—
to those coolers full of milk, butter, and
cheese, those freezers full of ice cream.
We’ve all been enjoying milk and milk
products ever since we were weaned. My
two-year-old son consumes a quart of cow
milk a day. That must be at least as much
as he used to suckle. The dog may be our
best friend, but the cow is our second
mother. How much more a member of the
family could she be?

The Vedas teach us to give protection
not only to the cow, but to all living things,
including dogs and cats. The Vedic injunc-
tion is mahimsyat sarva-bhiitani: Do not
harm any living thing. The Vedas even
enjoin that as part of all great religious cere-
monies, everyone in the community, in-
cluding animals like cats and dogs, must
be generously fed. Worship of God is com-
plete only when all of His family members
have been duly satisfied.

But the Vedic literature advises that we
give special attention to the cow, because
she nourishes us and because she assists us
in spiritual advancement. She is useful in
every respect. What to speak of milk, even
cow dung has its uses—as fertilizer and in
making fine incense, for example. That’sa
lot more than you can say for dog feces. &




KNOWLEDGE

(continued from page 5)

So, the science of Krsna consciousness
teaches that we are spirit souls, part and
parcel of the Supreme Lord, and as the Su-
preme Lord is eternal, we are also eternal.
We are as good as God—but only in qual-
ity, not in quantity. We are just like a drop
of seawater in comparison to the whole
sea. The drop is as good as the vast mass of
seawater in quality. The mass of sea water
is salty, and the drop is also salty. Simi-
larly, we have the “chemical composition™
of God’s qualities. Therefore, since God is
eternal, we must also be eternal. That is
stated in the Bhagavad-gita [2.20]: na

hanyate hanyamane Sarire. “After de-
struction of the body, the spirit soul is not
destroyed.”

So our real, constitutional position is
eternal life, spiritual life. Then why have
we accepted this changing process—birth,
death, old age, and disease? Because we
have accepted material life. We should
understand what is material life and what
is spiritual life. Spiritual life means sac-cid-
ananda-vigraha. Sat means “eternal,” cit
means “full of knowledge,” and ananda
means “full of jubilation, pleasure.” This
is our constitutional position. This is God’s
constitutional position, and this is also our
constitutional position. The difference be-
tween God and us is that God never ac-
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cepts a material body, but sometimes we,
under certain circumstances, have to ac-
cept a material body. But never mind;
although we have accepted this material
body, we can get out of it. The process for
getting out of it is the process of Krsna
consciousness.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
teaching people how to get out of the en-
tanglement of birth, death, old age, and
disease and become as good as God. Itisa
very scientific movement, an authoritative
movement. And not only is it authorita-
tive, but it is accepted by millions and
millions of people in India. Also in the
Western countries people have accepted
this movement, because it is authorized
and scientific.

So, our request is that you not think this
movement is some sentimental, religious
faith. No. It is a very scientific, educational
movement. Take advantage of it. That is
our request. You can understand this Krsna
consciousness movement by reading our
many books.

And in addition to the study of our
books, we have an alternative method,
which is very simple and easy: chant the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra. If you chant
this mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare —
everything will gradually become clear.
We are not selling this mantra; we do not
ask any price for it. It is open for every-
one. And there is no loss on your part if
you chant it. So kindly take this mantra
and chant.

Begin chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare,
and the result will be that all the mis-
givings within your heart will gradually be
cleansed away (ceto darpana marjanari).
And as soon as your heart is cleansed, you
will be able to understand you are not the
material body but rather a spirit soul. The
body is like a superficial shirt and coat,
and as long as we work only for the main-
tenance of the body, we are simply wast-
ing our time. One should not take care
only of one’s shirt and coat. Of course,
you should take adequate care of your
shirt and coat, but you should not think
that you are your shirt and coat.

So, the present civilization is a “shirt-
and-coat” civilization. People do not know
what is within the shirt-and-coat of the
body. That they are missing. This Krsna
consciousness movement is therefore very
important, because it is presenting that
missing point, the spirit soul. This move-
ment is saying to everyone, “You are not
the body. You are the spirit soul within the
body. Just try to come out of the entangle-
ment of birth, death, old age, and discase
and go back home, back to Godhead.”

Thank you very much. e
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SRILA PRA

BHUPABRA SPEAKS OUT

The Killing Civilization

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took
place on May 30, 1974, during a morning
walk in Rome.

Srila Prabhupada: If people do not want
to approach the Lord’s devotees for spiri-
tual enlightenment, what can be done?
Just see this sparrow. Sex is always avail-
able to him. At any time sex is ready for
him. The pigeons, also. Any time they want
sex, sex is ready. Visayah khalu sarvatah
syat: our only attachment for this material
world is visaya, material sense gratifica-
tion. The whole world over, people are
fighting simply to gratify their bodily senses.
“I must have nice eating, I must have nice
sleeping, I must have very good sex, and I
should be defended by a big bank balance,
by military soldiers, by a powerful police
force, by atomic weapons.” This is going
on all over the world. Take defense: the
rascal does not understand, “In spite of all
these defensive measures, at the end of
this lifetime I will have to change bodies
and go on suffering. The same sense grati-
fication will be available again, in a differ-
ent way—and also the same suffering.”

Take the tiny ants. They are very fond
of intoxication. Did you know that? As
soon as they get information, “At the top
of this skyscraper, there is a grain of sugar,”
they will go. [ Laughter.] Wine is made from
sugar, molasses. So sugar has the potency
for intoxication, and if you keep a grain of
sugar out in this room, soon there will be
thousands of ants. An ants’ gold rush.

So study. Can you see any real differ-
ence between this so-called human civili-
zation and the ant civilization, the dog
civilization? No difference. It is only a
matter of outward configuration.
Devotee: Yes. At the Sunday Feast we
usually make sweetballs, and there’s some
sugar water left over. And the next day we
find many drowned ants, because they went
so wild for the sugar that they jumped into
it and killed themselves.

Srila Prabhupada: The Vedic literatures
advise, “My dear human being, please note:
You have attained this human form of life
after many, many births. You had to go
through the various forms of the aquatic
life, 900,000 species; and you had to go
through the various forms of birds and
trees and plants, two million species. Con-
sider how much time you have spent in this
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slow, painstaking evolution. Now you have
come to the human form of life. And al-
though it, too, is temporary, nonetheless
you can achieve the highest perfection.
You can evolve from life in this temporary
world of misery to life in the eternal world
of bliss. So before your next death in this
world, become a very adept student of
spiritual perfection—and achieve it.”
Devotee: But people will say, “Then what
about my sense enjoyment?”

Srila Prabhupada: Don’t worry. Visayah
khalu sarvatah syat: Your sense enjoy-
ment will be available in any species of
life. But this human form of life—you
spend it for this higher purpose. Don’t
waste it simply for sense enjoyment. This
sense enjoyment you will get even if you
become a cat or a dog. But in the cat’s or
dog’s body, you have no opportunity to
get out of this material existence.

Modern rascals are getting no education
to understand this special chance they have
in human life. Therefore we must give this
education. We must induce them to read
these transcendental books in their schools
and colleges. Otherwise, these rascals have
no books to read about this transcendental
realization. They have only Freud’s sex
philosophy and Darwin’s monkey theory.
All rascaldom, simply rascaldom. So let
them read these transcendental books.
Devotee: Ordinary people are accepting
theories that promise them better enjoy-
ment. People like to hear someone promis-
ing, “You’ll get better sense gratification.”

Srila Prabhupada: Politicians are promis-
ing, “You take this -ism or that -ism.” But
nobody knows what is actually happiness.
Na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnur dur-
asaya ye bahir-artha-maninah: people are
trying to be happy by sense enjoyment,
the material body’s enjoyment. But dur-
asayah: it is simply a hope that will never
be fulfilled. Asaya means “hope.” and dur
means “very difficult.” It is not going to
happen.

Krsna consciousness is giving you every-
thing in the right way, so that you can save
your time, so that you do not waste your
time dallying with material enjoyment and
you can advance in spiritual consciousness.
That is required. We don’t say, “Stop eat-
ing.” You eat. Take a little krsna-prasadam
[vegetarian food offered to Krsna]. We
don’t say, “Don’t sleep.” No, you sleep,
but you must rise early in the morning and
chant Hare Krsna. This is our philosophy.
Surely, we give proper place to eating,
sleeping, and sex. We don’t say, “No sex
life.” Yes, you have sex. Get yourself a
bona fide wife and live peacefully. And
defense, also, we have. We never say,
“You forego all these things.” No, this is
not our philosophy. But at the same time,
take only as much material enjoyment as
you absolutely require, not more than that.
The balance of your time—save it for
spiritual advancement.

Unfortunately, today people are engaged
simply for eating, sleeping, mating, and
defending. They have no time for Krsna
consciousness, no time for spiritual con-
sciousness. This condemned civilization
must be stopped. It is a killing civilization—
a killing civilization. Human beings have
the option of getting out of this material
bondage —chewing the chewed again and
again—but they are not being given the
chance to exercise this special human op-
tion. Instead, they are being engaged more
and more for the animal life of sense grati-
fication. This killing civilization is sending
human beings down into repeated births
and deaths in the animal species. But by
the process of Krsna consciousness—by
renunciation and spiritual knowledge —
many people have become purified and
have gone back home, back to Godhead,
the spiritual world.

All this information is available. But
people are not educated. Therefore the
Krsna consciousness movement is meant
for educating them. That’s all. oY
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER SIX
Creation of the Universal Form

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the great sage Maitreya is asked by Vidura, an eternal associate of
Lord Krsna, about the creative function of the Supreme Lord and the
different divisions of universal affairs.

TEXT 19

TR WET: R wIfE |
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yat-sevayd bhagavatah
kita-sthasya madhu-dvisah

rati-rdso bhavet tivrah
padayor vyasandrdanah

yat—to whom; sevayd—by service; bhagavatah—of the Personality
of Godhead; kita-sthasya—of the unchangeable; madhu-dvisah—the
enemy of the Madhu asura; rati-rasah—attachment in different rela-
tionships; bhavet—develops; tivrah—highly ecstatic; padayoh—of the

feet; vyasana—distresses; ardanah—vanquishing.

TRANSLATION

By serving the feet of the spiritual master, one is enabled to
develop transcendental ecstasy in the service of the Personality of
Godhead, who is the unchangeable enemy of the Madhu demon
and whose service vanquishes one’s material distresses.

PURPORT

The association of a bona fide spiritual master like the sage Maitreya
can be of absolute help in achieving transcendental attachment for the
direct service of the Lord. The Lord is the enemy of the Madhu demon,
or in other words He is the enemy of the sufferings of His pure devotee.
The word rati-rdsah is significant in this verse. Service to the Lord is
rendered in different transcendental mellows {relalionships}: neutral,
active, friendly, parental and nuptial. A living entity in the liberated
position of transcendental service to the Lord becomes attracted to one of
the above-mentioned mellows, and when one is engaged in transcenden-
tal loving service to the Lord, one’s service attachment in the material
world is automatically vanquished. As stated in Bhagavad-gita (2.59),
rasa-varjar raso 'py asya param drstud nivartate.

TEXT 20
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durdpa hy alpa-tapasah
sewd vaikuntha-vartmasu

Yyatropaglyate nityarh
deva-devo janardanah

durdpd—rarely obtainable; hi—certainly; alpa-tapasah—of one
whose austerity is meager; sevd—service; vaikuntha—the transcenden-
tal kingdom of God; vartmasu—on the path of; yatra—wherein;
upagiyate—is glorified; nityam—always; deva—of the demigods;
devah—the Lord; jana-ardanah—the controller of the living entities.

TRANSLATION

Persons whose austerity is meager can hardly obtain the service
of the pure devotees who are progressing on the path back to the
kingdom of Godhead, the Vaikunthas. Pure devotees engage one
hundred percent in glorifying the Supreme Lord, who is the Lord
of the demigods and the controller of all living entities.

PURPORT

The path of liberation, as recommended by all authorities, is to serve
the mahdtma transcendentalists. As far as Bhagavad-gitd is concerned,
the mahatmas are the pure devotees who are on the path to Vaikuntha,
the kingdom of God, and who always chant and hear the glories of the
Lord rather than talk of dry, profitless philosophy. This system of
association has been recommended since time immemorial, but in this
age of quarrel and hypocrisy it is especially recommended by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Even if one has no assets of favorable austerity, if
he nevertheless takes shelter of the mahdatmds, who are engaged in
chanting and hearing the glories of the Lord, he is sure to make progress
on the path back home, back to Godhead.

TEXT 21
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srstvagre mahad-adini
sa-vikarany anukramat

tebhyo virdjam uddhrtya
tam anu pravisad vibhuh

srstod—after creating; agre—in the beginning; mahat-ddini—the
total material energy; sa-vikirdni—along with the sense organs;
anukramat—by a gradual process of differentiation; tebhyah—out of
that; virdjam—the gigantic universal form; uddhrtya—manifesting;
tam—unto that; anu—later; pravisat—entered; vibhuh—the Supreme.

TRANSLATION

After creating the total material energy, the mahat-tattva, and
thereby manifesting the gigantic universal form with senses and
sense organs, the Supreme Lord entered within it.
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PURPORT

Fully satisfied by the answers of the sage Maitreya, Vidura wanted to
understand the remaining portions of the creative function of the Lord,
and he took the clue from the previous topics.

TEXT 22
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yam dhur adyarh purusam
sahasranghry-aru-bahukam

yatra visva ime lokah
sa-vikdsam ta dsate

yam—who; dhuh—is called; ddyam—original; purusam—incarna-
tion for cosmic manifestation; sahasra—thousand; anghri—legs; dru—
thighs; bdhukam—hands; yatra—wherein; visvtah—the universe;
ime—all these; lokih—planets; sa-vikisam—with respective develop-
ments; te—all of them; dsate—living,

TRANSLATION

The purusa incarnation lying on the Causal Ocean is called the
original purusa in the material creations, and in His virat form, in
whom all the planets and their inhabitants live, He has many thou-
sands of legs and hands.

PURPORT
The first purusa is Kiranodakadayi Visnu, the second purusa is
Garbhodakasayi Vignu, and the third purusa is Ksirodakasayi Visnu. in
whom is contemplated the virdt-purusa, the gigantic form in which all
the planets with their different developments and inhabitants are
Hoating.

TEXT 23

ARG ZTT: T AlezAeitezagg |
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yasmin dasa-vidhah pranah
sendriyarthendriyas tri-vrt
tvayerito yato varnds
tad-vibhitir vadasva nah

yasmin—in which; dasa-vidhah—ten kinds of; pranah—air of life:
sa—with; indriya—senses; artha—interest: indriyah—of the senses:
tri-urt—three kinds of life vigor; tvayd—by you: iritah—explained;
yatah—wherefrom; varnah—four specific divisions: tat-vibhatih—
prowess; vadasva—please describe; nah—unto me.

TRANSLATION

O great braihmana, you have told me that the gigantic virat form
and His senses, sense objects and ten kinds of life air exist with
three kinds of life vigor. Now, if you will, kindly explain to me the
different powers of the specific divisions.

TEXT 24
T QAE Gy A a4 aEe |
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yaira putrais ca pautrai§ ca
naptrbhih saha gotrajaih
praja vicitrdkrtaya
dsan yabhir idarh tatam

yatra—wherein: putraih—along with sons; ca—and; pautraih—
along with grandsons; ca—also; naptrbhih—with grandsons from
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daughters; saha—along with; gotra-jaih—of the same family; prajah—
generations; vicitra—of different kinds; dkrtayah—so done; dsan—ex-
ist: yabhih—by whom; idam—all these planets; tatam —spread.

TRANSLATION

O my lord, I think that the prowess manifest in the forms of
sons, grandsons and family members has spread all over the uni-

verse in different varieties and species.

TEXT 25
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prajapatindm sa patis
caklpe kin prajapatin
sargams caivdnusargarms ca
maniin manvantaradhipan

praja-patindm —of the demigods like Brahma and others; sah—
he; patih—leader; caklpe—decided; kdn—whomsoever: prajapatin—
fathers of the living entities; sargan—generations; ca—alsn; eva—cer-
tainly; anusargan—Ilater generations; ca—and; manun<the Manus;
manvantara-adhipan—and the changes of such.

TRANSLATION
O learned brahmana, please describe how the leader of all the
demigods, namely Prajipati, Brahma, decided to establish the
various Manus, the heads of the ages. Please describe the Manus
also, and please describe the descendants of those Manus.

PURPORT
The human race, or manusya-sara, descends from the Manus, sons
and grandsons of the Prajapati, Brahma. The descendants of Manu reside
in all the different planets and rule all the universe.

TEXT 26
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upary adhas ca ye lokd
bhamer mitrdtmajasate
tesdrn saristham pramdnam ca
bhiir-lokasya ca varnaya

upari—on the head; adhah—underneath: ca—also; ye—which;
lokah—nplanets; bhameh—of the earth; mitra-dtmaja—O son of Mitra
(Maitreya Muni); asate—do exist; tesam—their; samsthdm—situation;
pramdanam ca—also their measurement; bhih-lokasya—of the earthly
planets; ca—also: varnaya—please describe.

TRANSLATION

O son of Mitra, kindly describe how the planets are situated
above the earth as well as underneath it, and also please mention
their measurement as well as that of the earthly planets.

PURPORT
Yasmin vijidte sarvam evarm vijidtam bhavati. This Vedic hymn
declares emphatically that the devotee of the Lord knows everything ma-
terial and spiritual in relationship with the Lord. Devotees are not simply
emotional, as is ill conceived by certain less intelligent men. Their direc-
tion is practical. They know everything that is and all the details of the
Lord’s domination over the different creations.
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TEXT 27
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tiryan-manusa-devandm
sarisrpa-patattrindm

vada nah sarga-samvyitham
garbha-sveda-dvijodbhidam

tiryak—subhuman: mdnusa—human beings; devdndm—of the
superhuman beings, or demigods: sarisrpa—reptiles; patattringm—of
the birds; vada—kindly describe; nah—unto me; sarga—generation;
sariwyitham—specific divisions; garbha—embryonic; sveda—perspira-
tion; dvija—twice-born: udbhidam—of the planets, etc.

TRANSLATION
Also please describe the living beings under different classifica-
tions: subhumans, humans, those born of the embryo, those born
of perspiration, those who are twice-born [birds], and the plants

and vegetables. Kindly describe their generations and subdivisions
also.

TEXT 28
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G AT SATEARRAFAY, [12<11

gundvatdrair vi§vasya
sarga-sthity-apyayasrayam

srjatah Srinivdsasya
vydcaksvoddra-vikramam

guna—modes of material nature; avatdraih—of the incarnations;
visvasya—of the universe; sarga—creation; sthiti—maintenance;
apyaya—destruction; dSrayam—and ultimate rest; srjatah—of the one
who creates; srinivdsasya—of the Personality of Godhead; vydacaksva—
kindly describe; uddra—magnanimous; vikramam—specific activities.

TRANSLATION

Please also describe the inearnations of the material modes of
nature—Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara—and please describe the
incarnation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His mag-

nanimous activities,

PURPORT

Although Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara, the three incarnations of the
material modes of nature, are the principal deities for the creation, main-
tenance and destruction of the cosmic manifestation, they are not the
final authority. The Supreme Personality of Godhead Lord Krsna is the
ultimate goal, the cause of all causes. He is the dsraya, or the final rest of
everything,

TEXT 29
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varnasrama-vibhagars ca
ripa-sila-svabhavatah
rsindm janma-karmani

vedasya ca vikarsanam

varna-asrama—the four divisions of social statuses and orders of
spiritual culture; vibhdgdn—respective divisions; ca—also: ripa—per-
sonal features; sila-svabhavatah—personal character; rsindm—of the
sages; janma—birth; karmani—activities: vedasya—of the Vedas; ca—
and; vikarsanam —categorical divisions.

TRANSLATION

O great sage, kindly describe the divisions and orders of human
society in terms of symptoms, behavior and the characteristics of
mental equilibrium and sense control. Also please describe the
births of the great sages and the categorical divisions of the Vedas.

PURPORT

The four statuses and orders of human society— brahmanas,
ksatriyas, vaisyas and Sadras, as well as brahmacaris, grhasthas,
winaprasthas and sannydsis—are all divisions of quality, education,
culture and spiritual advancement attained by practicing control of the
mind and the senses. All these divisions are based on the particular
nature of each individual person, not on the principle of birth. Birth is
not mentioned in this verse because birth is immaterial. Vidura is
famous in history as born of a s§idrdni mother, yet he is more than a
brahmana by qualification because he is seen here 1o be the disciple of a
great sage, Maitreya Muni. Unless one achieves at least the brahminical
qualifications, one cannot understand the Vedic hymns. Mahabharata is
also a division of the Vedas, but it is meant for women, sidras and duija-
bandhus, the worthless children of the higher section. The less intelli-
gent section of society can avail themselves of the Vedic instructions
simply by studying the Mahabharata.

TEXT 30
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Yyajiiasya ca vitdndni
yogasya ca pathah prabho
naiskarmyasya ca sankhyasya
tantramn vd bhagavat-smrtam

yajiiasya—of sacrifices; ca—also; vitdnani—expansions; yogasye—
of the mystic powers; ca—also; pathah—ways; prabho—0 my lord:
naiskarmyasya—of knowledge; ca—and; sankhyasya—of analytical
studies; tantram—the path of devotional service; vd—as well as:
bhagavat—in relation with the Personality of Godhead; smrtam—
regulative principles.

TRANSLATION

Please also describe the expansions of different sacrifices and
the paths of mystic powers, analytical study of knowledge, and de-
votional service, all with their respective regulations.

PURPORT

The word tantram is significant herein. Sometimes tantram is mis-
understood to be the black spiritual science of materialistic persons
engaged in sense gratification, but here tantram means the science of
devotional service compiled by Srila Narada Muni. One can take advan-
tage of such regulative explanations of the path of devotional service and
make progressive advancement in the devotional service of the Lord.
Sankhya philosophy is the basic principle of acquiring knowledge, as will
be explained by the sage Maitreya. The Sankhya philosophy enunciated
by Kapiladeva, the son of Devahati, is the real source of knowledge about
the Supreme Truth. Knowledge not based on the Sankhya philosophy is
mental speculation and can yield no tangible profit,

TEXT 31
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pasanda-patha-vaisamyari
pratiloma-nivesanam

Jivasya gatayo yas ca
ydvatir guna-karmajah
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pasanda-patha—the path of the faithless; vaisamyam—imperfection
by contradiction; pratiloma—crossbreeding; nivesanam—situation;
Jivasya—of the living entities; gatayah—movements; ydh—as they are;
ca—also; ydvatih—as many as; guna—modes of material nature;
karma-jah—generated by different work.

TRANSLATION

Please also describe the imperfections and contradictions of the
faithless atheists, the situation of crossbreeding, and the move-
ments of the living entities in various species of life according to
their particular modes of nature and work.

PURPORT

The combination of living entities in different modes of material
nature is called crossbreeding. The faithless atheists do not believe in the
existence of God, and thus their paths of philosophy are contradictory.
Atheistic philosophies never agree with one another. Different species of
life are evidence of varieties of mixtures of the modes of material nature.

TEXT 32
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dharmdrtha-kima-moksandri
nimittdny avirodhatah

vdrtdyd danda-nites ca
Srutasya ca vidhim prthak

dharma—religiosity; artha—economic development; kima—sense
gratification; moksandm—salvation; nimittdni—causes; avirodhatah—
without being contradictory; wirtdydh—on the principles of the means
of livelihood; danda-niteh—of law and order; ca—also; Srutasya—of
the codes of scriptures; ca—also; vidhim—regulations; prthak—
different.
TRANSLATION

You may also describe the noncontradictory causes of
religiosity, economic development, sense gratification and salva-
tion and also the different means of livelihood and different pro-
cesses of law and order as mentioned in the revealed scriptures.

TEXT 33
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sraddhasya ca vidhim brahman
pitindm sargam eva ca

graha-naksatra-taranam
kilavayava-sarnsthitim

Sraddhasya—of the periodical * offerings of respects; ca—also;
vidhim—regulations; brahman—O brahmana; pitfndm—of the fore-
fathers; sargam—creation; eva—as; ca—also; graha—planetary
system; naksatra—the stars; tdrdndm—luminaries; kila—time;
avayava—duration; sarasthitim—situations.

TRANSLATION

Please also explain the regulations for offering respects to the
forefathers, the creation of the Pitrloka, the time schedule in the
planets, stars and luminaries, and their respective situations.

PURPORT

The time durations of day and night as well as months and years are
different in the different planets, stars and luminaries. The higher plan-
ets like the moon and Venus have time measurements different from
those of the earth. It is said that six months of this planet earth equal one
day of the higher planets. In Bhagavad-gita the duration of one day in
Brahmaloka is measured to be 1,000 times the four yugas, or 4,300,000
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years multiplied by 1,000. And the month and year in Brahmaloka are
calculated in that measure.

TEXT 34
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danasya tapaso vapi
yac cesta-pirtayoh phalam
pravdsa-sthasya yo dharmo
yas ca purisa utdpadi

ddnasya—of charity; tapasah—of penance; vdpi—lake: yat—that
which; ca—and; ista—endeavor; piirtayoh—of reservoirs of water;
phalam—fruitive result; pravdsa-sthasya—one who is away from
home; yah—that which; dharmah—duty; yah ca—and which: pum-
sah—of man; uta—described; apadi—in danger.

TRANSLATION

Please also describe the fruitive results of charity and penance
and of digging reservoirs of water, Please describe the situation of
persons who are away from home and also the duty of a man in an

awkward position.
PURPORT

The digging of reservoirs of water for public use is a great work of
charity, and retiring from family life after fifty years of age is a great act
of penance performed by the sober human being.

TEXT 35
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yena vd bhagavdrhs tusyed
dharma-yonir jandrdanah
samprasidati vd yesam
etad dakhyahi me ‘nagha

yena—by which; vd—either; bhagavin—the Personality of God-
head; tusyet—is satisfied; dharma-yonih—the father of all religion;
janardanah—the controller of all living beings; samprasidati—
completely satisfied: vd—either, or; yesam—of those; etat—all these;
dakhydahi—kindly describe; me—unto me; anagha—O sinless one.

TRANSLATION

O sinless one, because the Personality of Godhead, the con-
troller of all living entities, is the father of all religion and all
those who are candidates for religious activities, kindly describe
how He can be completely satisfied.

PURPORT

All religious activities are meant ultimately to satisfy the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. The Lord is the father of all religious principles.
As stated in Bhagavad-gita (7.16), four kinds of pious men—the needy,
the distressed, the enlightened and the inquisitive—approach the Lord
in devotional service, and their devotion is mixed with material affection.
But above them are the pure devotees, whose devotion is not tainted by
any material tinges of fruitive work or speculative knowledge. Those
who are only miscreants throughout their lives are compared to demons
(Bg. 7.15). They are bereft of all knowledge, in spite of any academic
educational career they may pursue. Such miscreants are never candi-
dates for satisfying the Lord.

TEXT 36
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Text 38]

Further Inquiries by Vidura 305

anuvratdndm Sisyanam
putrandri ca dvijottama

andprstam api brivyur
guravo dina-vatsaldh

anuvratandam—the followers; §isyanam—of the disciples: put-
ranam—of the sons; ca—also; dvija-uttama—0 best amongst the
brahmanas; andprstam—that which is not asked for; api—in spite of;
briayuh—please describe; guravah—the spiritual masters; dina-
vatsalah—who are kind to the needy.

TRANSLATION

O best among the brahmanas, those who are spiritual masters are
very kind to the needy. They are always kind to their followers,
disciples and sons, and without being asked by them, the spiritual
master describes all that is knowledge.

PURPORT

There are many subjects to be known from the bona fide spiritual
master. The followers, disciples and sons are all on one level for the bona
fide spiritual master, and he is always kind to them and always speaks to
them on transcendental subjects, even though he is not asked by them.
That is the nature of the bona fide spiritual master. Vidura appealed to
Maitreya Muni to speak on subjects about which he might not have
asked,

TEXT 37
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tattvanari bhagavarhs tesar
katidha pratisarikramah
tatremari ka updsiran
ka u svid anuserate

tattvandm—of the elements of nature; bhagavan—O great sage;
tesaim—of them; katidhd—how many; pratisankramah—dissolutions;
tatra—thereupon; imam—unto the Supreme Lord; ke—who are
they: updsiran—being saved; ke—who are they; u—who; svit—may;
anuserate—serve the Lord while He sleeps.

TRANSLATION

Please describe how many dissolutions there are for the ele-
ments of material nature and who survives after the dissolutions to

serve the Lord while He is asleep.

PURPORT

In the Brahma-sammhita (5.47-48) it is said that all the material
manifestations with innumerable universes appear and disappear with
the breathing of Maha-Visnu lying in yoga-nidrd, or mystic sleep.

yah kirapdrnava-jale bhajati sma yoga-
nidram ananta-jagad-anda-saroma-kipah

adhara-saktim avalambya pardm sva-milrtim
govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami

yasyaika-nisvasita-kalam athdvalambya
Jivanti loma-vilajd jagad-anda-ndthah

visnur mahdn sa tha yasya kald-viseso
govindam adi-purusam tam aharh bhajami

“Govinda, the ultimate and Supreme Personality of Godhead [Lord
Krsnal, lies sleeping unlimitedly on the Causal Ocean in order to create
unlimited numbers of universes during that sleep. He lies on the water
by His own internal potency, and I worship that original Supreme
Godhead.

“Due to His breathing, innumerable universes come into existence,
and when He withdraws His breath there occurs the dissolution of all the
lords of the universes. That plenary portion of the Supreme Lord is
called Maha-Visnu, and He is a part of the part of Lord Krsna. I worship
Govinda, the original Lord.”

After the dissolution of the material manifestations, the Lord and His
kingdom beyond the Causal Ocean do not disappear. nor do the inhabi-
tants, the Lord’s associates. The associates of the Lord are far more
numerous than the living entities who have forgotten the Lord due to
material association. The impersonalist’s explanation of the word aham
in the four verses of the original Bhagavatam—aham evasam evigre
etc.—is refuted here. The Lord and His eternal associates remain after
the dissolution. Vidura’s inquiry about such persons is a clear indication
of the existence of all the paraphernalia of the Lord. This is also con-
firmed in the Kasi-khanda, as quoled by both Jiva Gosvami and Srila
Viévanitha Cakravarti, who follow in the footsteps of Srila Sridhara
Svimi.

na cyavante hi yad-bhakta
mahatyam pralayapadi
ato ‘cyuto 'khile loke
sa ekah sarva-go 'vyayah

“The devotees of the Lord never annihilate their individual existences
even after the dissolution of the entire cosmic manifestation. The Lord
and the devotees who associate with Him are always eternal, in both the
material and spiritual worlds.”

TEXT 38
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purusasya ca samsthdanarn
svariiparh vd parasya ca

Jndnari ca naigamar yat tad
guru-sisya-prayojanam

purusasya—of the living entity; ca—also; sarsthdnam—existence;
swariipam—identity; vd—either, or; parasya—of the Supreme; ca—
also; jidnam—knowledge; ca—also; naigamam—in the matter of the
Upanisads; yat—that; tat—the same; guru—spiritual master; §isya—
disciple: prayojanam—necessity.

TRANSLATION

What are the truths regarding the living entities and the
Supreme Personality of Godhead? What are their identities? What
are the specific values in the knowledge in the Vedas, and what are
the necessities for the spiritual master and his disciples?

PURPORT

The living entities are constitutionally servitors of the Lord, who can
accept all kinds of service from everyone. It is clearly declared (Bg 5.29)
that the Lord is the supreme enjoyer of the benefits of all sacrifices and
penances, the proprietor of all that is manifested and the friend of all liv-
ing entities. That is His real identity. Therefore, when the living entity
accepts this supreme proprietorship of the Lord and acts in that attitude,
he resumes his real identity. In order to elevate the living entity to this
standard of knowledge, there is the necessity of spiritual association. The
bona fide spiritual master desires that his disciples know the process of
rendering transcendental service to the Lord, and the disciples also know
that they have to learn about the eternal relationship between God and
the living entity from a self-realized soul. To disseminate transcendental
knowledge one must retire from mundane activities on the strength of
enlightenment in knowledge in terms of Vedic wisdom. That is the sum
and substance of all the questions in this verse.

(continued in next issue)
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive S.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—=8957 T7th Ave., TSN 2NT7/ (403) 468-5119
Halifax, Nova Scotia—2350 Agricola St., B3K 4B6/ (902) 423-4607
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie 1X Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Catherine West, H3B 1B2/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J&/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5461 S.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9718
FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Saranagati-dhama)—Box 99, VOK 1A0
RESTAURANTS
Montreal—Che:z Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510
Ottawa— The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460

U.S.A.

Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Boulder, Colorado—917 Pleasant St., 80302! (303) 444-7005

Massach ts—72 C Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Caguas, Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis Nu 42, (.\3623! (809) 746-9829
Chicago, Iinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—379 W. 8th Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas— 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, &: Sta. Rita, 00658
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289.7252
Hnnnlulu. Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 968”! (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., (mail: P.O. Box 2927, 77252)/ (713} 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia— 321 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6715
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 4858-0180
New York, New York—305 Schermerhomn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (718) 855-6714
New York, New York—46 Greenwich, Manhattan 10011/ (212) 924-8083
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Providence, Rhode Island—23 Preston St., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhaktivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St., 98122/ (206) 329-7011

Spanish Fork, Utah—KHON Radio 1480, 8618 S. Hwy. 6 (mail: P.O. Box 379), 84660/ (801) 798-3559

State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azeele St., 33606/ (813) 872-6694

Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658

Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklal (New Kuruks y—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-1331
Camere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 795-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Rt. 2, Box 819, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 375-6971
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hl"]—(u'“mﬂ Gurabo)
Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492

Mulberry, Tennessee (Muriri-sevaka)—Murari Project, Re. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359 (615) 759-7331

New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947

Philo, California (Gaura-mandala-giri)—P.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadhouse, lllinois (Amrta-desa)—Rr. 1, Box 70, 62082/ (217) 927-4324

Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302

RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (ar ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May—Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—Govinda's, 1470 N. Hwy. 101, Leucadia, 92024/ (619) 942-2330
San Diego—3012 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 184-4827
San Francisco—]agannatha's Care, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco— The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Teruan 153, Viejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland —23 Wellington Park, Malone Rd., Belfast BT9 6DL/ 668574
Dublin, Ireland —Castlefield House, Knocklyn Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
Dublin, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-8442
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Krsna-nagari ) —County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANTS
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-8442

ITALY
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (P1)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—>Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA) (331) T83-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vindavana)—Via Communale degli Scoperi 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856
OTHER COUNTRIES
he 94/ (020) 24-94-10
Alln:ns, (‘rnece—i‘;!\akn\'cdmra Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
Bergen, Norway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 29 05 45
Copenhagen, Denmark—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copenhagen/ (01) 18-43-78
Diidingen, Switzedand—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Gothenburg, Sweden—Paradisvagen 11, 43331 Partille/ (031) 444636
Gridinge, Sweden—FKorsnis Gird, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda's, Jaikirinkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Spain—Calle del Tutor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, France—Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin, 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Belgium—Charteau de Perit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Vienna, Austtia—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wien/ (0222) 52-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland —Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zirich/ (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Giird, Sweden— 15300 Jama/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Npsithha-Ksetra)—
(contact Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018

Lugano, Switzerland— The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TU (091) 73-25-73

Valencay, France (New Maydpur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
RESTAURANT
Paris—L'arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, South Australia 5062 (mail: P. O. Box 235, Kingmood)/
(08) 2720488

Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 379-5008

Cairns—69 Spence St., Caimns, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre,
(Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 51-8601

Canberra—59 Argyle Sq. (cnr. Ainsley Ave. & Kogarah Lane), Reid, Australian Capital Territory
2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/ (062) 48-9620

Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)/
(002) 23-4569

Melbourne —197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122

Perth— 590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, West Perth, W.A.
6005)/ (09) 328-9171

Surfer's Paradise— 2995 Gold Coast Highway, Surfer's Paradise, (land. 4217/ 075-501642

Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/ (02) 357-5162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
{mail: Lot 11 Upper Colo Rd., Colo, N.S.W. 2?56)!{045] 75- 528

Murwillumbah (New G dhana)—' Eungella,' Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 72-1903

Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050) 27-8226

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's (at ISKCON Adelaide)

Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caimns)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., /(03) 63-1578
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Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St./ (03) 62-2800
Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy./ 075-501642
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramata/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—GCovinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, Victonia St., King's Cross
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: ¢/o R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ 412-8075
Christchurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ 61-965
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—9 Shalimar Crescent, Khandallah, Wellingron
(mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 79-6157
RESTAURANT
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 15t fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 3-4885

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)
Accra, Ghana—>582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O, Box 01568, Osu)
Benin City, Nigeria—Karo Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681)
Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: /o Yuh Laban Nkesah, Pand T, VHS)
Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.O, Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19
Ibadan, Nigeria—P.O, Box 9996 U1
Kitwe, Zambia—P.O, Box 20242
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mol 11
{mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St,, Quartre Bornes (mail: PO, Box 108,
Quartre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804
ombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0O, Box 329, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (corner of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. I
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil

ASIA
INDIA

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935

Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkot 360 003)

Bangalore, Karnataka— 34/A, 9th ‘B’ Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layout, 560 086
(mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418

Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—MNational Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634

Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripathari Sevash P.O. Chhaygharia

Matalil

ional Airport Exy ay,

RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA— Av. Gentil Bitencourt, Passagem McDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—Av. Genilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ 223.2776
Brasilia, DF—MSPW Quadra 13, conj. 6, Casa 8/ 5531173
Campo Grande, MS—Av. Julio de Castilhos, 1762, Santo Amaro
Curitiba, PR—Av. Sete de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua Quinze
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Ivo Reis Montenegro, 421, ltaguaa
Fortaleza, CE—Rua Jusé Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387, B. Sio Raimundo
Parto Alegre, RS—Run Tomas Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078
Recife, PE—Av. Parnamirim, 329, Parnamirim/ (081) 268- 1908
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Campos Sales, 542, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—C. P, 2125, Gonzaga
Sio Luis, MA—Av. Casemiro Junior, 564, Anil
Sao Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P, 4855.01000)/ 63-1674
Sao Paulo, SP—Rua Paraiso, 642, Paraiso
Teresapolis, R]—Vrajabhumi/ 742-3011
Vitdria, ES—Rua César Helal, 288, Benro Ferreir
FARM COMMUNITY
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400 Pinda)
MEXICO

Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jaliseol 26-12-78

Mexico City—Cob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapulrepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ (905) 271.0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Cenrer, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 D.F./ 548.9323

Monterrey—General Albino Esp 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42.67-66
Morelia—Ticateme No, 52 pre., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col, San Manuel/ 459047
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhami)—(contact Mexico Ciry)
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
PERU
Arequipa—|erusalem 402/ 229523
Cuzco—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360 (altos)
Chosica—]r. Chile 136
Huancayo—Av. Giraldez 652
Lima—Avenida San Martin 135/ 670405
Miraflores— Av. Schell 630/ 442505
Trujillo—]Jr. Bolivar 768
FARM COMMUNITY
Gauranga Sevak—Bellavista, Hvallaga, San Martin
RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at [ISKCON Arequipa)
Barranco—Av. Grav 137
Cuzco—Calle Espaderos 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Lima—]r. Azangaro 149
Miraflores—Av. Schell 603

P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas

Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018

Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001

Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010/ 662286

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Miyipur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)

New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058

Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krsna Aérama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304

Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd.

Silchar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Malugram, Cachar District, 788002

Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surat, 395005/ 84215

Tirupati, A.P.—Mo. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285

Trivandrum, Kerala—TC224/1485, W/C Hospital Rd., Thychaud, 695014/ 68197

Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES

Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad Diserict, 501 401

Mayipur, W, Bengal —(contact Miyipur)
RESTAURANTS

Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)

Veindavan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNTRIES
 Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233.2488
Hong Kong— 5 Homantin St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
Jakarta, Ind ia—Yayasan Kesadaran Krsna Indonesia, JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kath du, Nepal—5ri Kunj, Kamaladi
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot. 23 Jalan 18/22, Taman Kanagapuram, Petaling Jaya
Manila, Philippines— 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila, P.1.
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: c¢/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No, 58
Tel Aviv, Israel—P.0O. Pox 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 [zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krsna Paradi

aad

)—1231 Pagsal

gan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254

OTHER COUNTRIES

B ires, Argenti Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires

Cali, Colombia— Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688

Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche 61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos/ 751-3026

Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 1988/ 46441

Concepcion, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150

Cérdoba, Argentina—Ramirez de Arellano 680, (5000) Alta Cérdoba

Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice

Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvluge Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador—V. E. Estrada 110, Circunvalacion Norte/ 382439

La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023

Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar

Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531, Suc. Pluna

Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070

Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466

San Jose, Costa Rica—100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Torre Blance Urbanizacion Carmiol, Monres
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Pasea Estudiantes, 2-1002)

San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon

s " |
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Santo D gO, ican Republic—Calle Cayerano Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 685.7242
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilacala)—(contact Guayaquil)
Guyana—=Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zaporitdn,
Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Aires, Argenti Madre Tierra, Mendoza 2320, (1428) Buenos Aires
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
Quito, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 y Venewuela/ 511083
San José, Costa Rica— 50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)
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For Your Information

RESOURCES

Radio KHQN, ISKCON’s Utah station, of-
fers taped, serialized programs. Each series
consists of from thirty to one hundred half-
hour programs and is based on ISKCON pub-
lications and the Vedic literature. Programs
include such topics as Krsna, Srila Prabhupada,
Mahabhdrata, Ramayana, plus programs on
diet, reincarnation, science, abortion, and is-
sues of the day. A demo is available for $1.50
that includes samples of each series. Cost is
$3.00 per sixty-minute tape (postage paid in
U.S. only). Write KHON, P.O. Box 379,
Spanish Fork, UT 84660, or call (801) 798-3559.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, one of the present spiritual masters
in the Hare Krsna movement. The author of a
six-volume biography of Srila Prabhupada,
he continues to produce essays, poems, and
other writings for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publications, write
The Gita-nagari Press, Lexington Ridge Farm,
Hilltown Pike, Line Lexington, PA 18932,

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live
close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they're realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you're married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you'll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20-21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paramidnanda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Now your television can bring you closer to
Krsna. Videocassettes from ITV (ISKCON
Television) bring the spiritual vision of Krsna
into your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna and Lord
Rama . . . Visit the centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world . . . Attend classes
given by Srila Prabhupada himself . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupidda in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose from. Top-
quality, low-priced videocassettes. Available
in Ys-inch, %-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a free, full-color catalog, write to ITV,
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
90034.

Krsna Conscious Tape Cassettes
In the yoga system of Krsna consciousness,

the most important method of spiritual ad-
vancement is to hear the transcendental sound
of Krsna’s holy name and teachings. By hear-
ing this sound from a pure devotee of Krsna,
you can make strong and steady progress on
the path back to Godhead.

The Bhaktivedanta Tape Ministry offers a
treasure of recordings on high-quality C-60 and
C-90 cassettes: Srila Prabhupada leading the
congregational chanting of Hare Krsna, Srila
Prabhupada singing traditional songs of God
realization and explaining their meaning, Srila
Prabhupada’s classes on Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam, his conversations about
transcendental enlightenment with devotees
and guests.

For current selections or information about
obtaining a subscription, check with the Hare
Krsna center nearest you.

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural center— Hare
Krishna Land, in beautiful Juhu Beach. A
short ride from the Bombay airports, Hare
Krishna Land features a gorgeous traditional
Krsna temple, together with a multistory
modern guesthouse, Govinda’s pure vegetarian
prasadam restaurant, musical and theatrical
performances in the 425-seat auditorium, and
a sublime atmosphere of spiritual realization
in the association of Krsna’s devotees.

For further information, inquire at your local
ISKCON center or get directly in touch with
ISKCON in Bombay.

If you're a scientific person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they're for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they're not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, check with the gift store at
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

This summer, visit Prabhupada’s Palace of
Gold. You'll find peace and inspiration in this
spiritual place of pilgrimage. Tour the gardens,
the gilded walkways, the marble halls and
rooms. See the inspired works of devotee-
painters, sculptors, and craftsmen. And enjoy
delicious krsna-prasadam, spiritual food, in
the Palace of Gold Restaurant.

It’s at New Vrindaban, the 3,000-acre Hare
Krsna coimmunity in the scenic West Virginia
hills. Krsna'’s devotees are here to welcome
you, and we have a comfortable guesthouse
where you can stay overnight.

The Palace of Gold is open throughout the

year, with special festivals during the summer
months. A schedule of festivals and events is
available.

For more information, write to Prabhu-
pada’s Palace of Gold, Hare Krsna Ridge,
New Vrindaban, West Virginia 26041. Or call
(304) 843-1600.

Tired of media stereotypes of the Hare Krsna
movement? Want to understand who the Hare
Krsna people really are and what they're
about? Then read Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna:
Five Distinguished Scholars on the Krishna
Movement in the West, a collection of inter-
views with Harvey Cox, Larry Shinn, Thomas
Hopkins, A. L. Basham, and Srivatsa Goswami
conducted by the book’s editor, Steven J.
Gelberg, the Hare Krsna movement’s director
for interreligious affairs. Together, these dia-
logues shed much light on relevant historical,
sociological, psychological, and theological
issues surrounding the movement. This book
will help you understand the logic and appeal
of the Hare Krsna movement.
276 pages, softbound.
Order from a bookstore or check the gift
shop of the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

For life membership service inquiries and re-
ports, please correspond with your local temple
or the International Life Membership Trust,
230A Kenton Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA3
8BY, United Kingdom. The International Life
Membership Trust is the coordinating body
for life membership in ISKCON and operates
under the auspices of the International Life
Membership Committee, a committee of the
Governing Body Commission of ISKCON.

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some
of these schools are now prepared to accept
students from outside their local communi-
ties. Here's your opportunity to give your
child a strong spiritual foundation, in addition
to standard academic knowledge.

For more information, write to Sri Rama
disa, ISKCON Gurukula Education Office,
P.O. Box 388, Lake Huntington, N.Y. 12752.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let
us know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.
Write Circulation Dept., P.O. Box 133, Line
Lexington, PA 18932-0133. Please send a re-
cent mailing label or invoice.
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EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

RITURE SA

Repas grat

A new Hare Krsna Food for Life pro-
gram in Paris is distributing one thousand
meals daily, and a proposal was recently
made to increase the distribution to three
thousand meals to meet the high demand.
More than six million French people live
below the poverty level, and the govern-
ment is anxious to remedy the situation.
The devotees, therefore, receive free gov-
ernment surplus food and subsidized dis-
counts on milk products, and a government
volunteer association provides manpower
when needed.

Elsewhere, renovation is almost com-
plete on the new, three-story Hare Krsna
Food for Life building in Philadelphia. The
top two floors will become a fully-licensed
shelter for the homeless, and a free lunch
program will operate out of the storefront at
ground level. Government officials have
praised this program, and the shelter re-
ceived public funds for emergency use last
winter. Once the shelter is licensed, the
Department of Welfare will refer homeless
people and then reimburse the program
under the purchase-of-service agreement
it maintains with private shelters. The devo-
tees plan to hold a grand opening and in-
tend to invite Mayor Wilson Goode to a
ribbon-cutting ceremony. Candrika-devi

Adiraja dasa, co-director of the French Food for Life program, uses an army-surplus mobile kitchen.

Governments Aid Devotees’ Welfare Activities

dasi, one of the program directors, met
the mayor at a committee hearing of the
state legislature, where she testified on
homelessness in Philadelphia.

Moving into the new Philadelphia Hare Krsna
Food for Life building are (left to right) Bhakta
Revanna, Visnor-aradhanam dasa. Candrika-
devi dasi, and Rupa-manohara dasa.

VEVO YNYWYH-YHOYY

VSYQ VIVHVINVA

New Student Center
Opens in Mexico

Mexico City —ISKCON recently opened
a learning center near the National Univer-
sity of Mexico. The center offers morning
and afternoon classes on the Bhagavad-
gita, a nourishing lunch of krsna-prasadam
(vegetarian food offered to Krsna), a cook-
ing class, a class on Indian dance, and a
weekly series of discourses on contempo-
rary issues. In addition, a devotee on the
staff gives guest lectures at the university.
The new facility includes an auditorium, a
video room, and a library containing tran-
scendental literature. Vrajavasi dasa, the
director, plans to translate and publish
certain books that have not yet appeared
in Spanish, such as Srila Prabhupada’s
Teachings of Lord Caitanya.

ISKCON Increases Book
Distribution in 1984

Los Angeles—The Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust (BBT) report for 1984 shows a con-
tinuing worldwide increase in the distribu-
tion of Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental
books. Remittances by ISKCON temples
to the BBT were double the largest total
received in any year before Srila Prabhu-
pada passed away in 1977. The greatest
increases were in Norway, Denmark, Fin-
land, Indonesia, Japan, and Malaysia. In
overall distribution, ISKCON'’s Southern
European division topped all others.
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Werkies: A Culinary Challenge

These delicious deep-fried pastries are tricky to make,
but the extra effort makes them extra pleasing to Krsna.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

here’s a particular spot in Old Delhi,

a confined area compact with wall-
to-wall stalls, that’s always crowded with
people eating breakfast, brunch, lunch, a
snack, or dinner. And you can always smell
the natural goodness of fresh whole-wheat
breads sizzling in clarified butter on flat
iron griddles. This is “Paratha Gully,” fa-
mous for its outdoor paratha stands. These
unleavened, shallow-fried flat breads,
served plain, stuffed, or sweetened, are fa-
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vorites one can enjoy any time of the day.
They're especially good for traveling, as
they keep well without refrigeration.
Srila Prabhupada thoroughly enjoyed
well-cooked, flaky parathas, and he often
included them in his travel menu, along
with nuts and fresh fruits, hot milk or
juice, and a dab of chutney or jam. Know-
ing of Srila Prabhupada’s fondness for
parathas, one of his cooks, Yamuna-devi
dasi (she writes the recipes for Krsna’s

Cuisine), visited Paratha Gully to observe
the masters. There she saw family-trained
specialists from eight to eighty sitting hour
after hour making nothing but parathas
for locals and tourists alike. So the next
time Yamuna made parathas for Srila
Prabhupada, she followed their technique.

“Where did you learn to make parathas
like this?” Srila Prabhupada asked her after
he had taken a few bites.

“Ilearned in Paratha Gully, Srila Prabhu-
pada,” Yamunareplied.

“Oh, yes, I also have seen them making
parathas. An observant cook can learn
simply by watching and hearing. Even as a
child I learned to cook by watching my
mother, maternal aunt, and the street
vendors.”

But even if you go to Paratha Gully in
Old Delhi, you may not see them making
the kind of parathas we're featuring this
month. This paratha, called werkie, is the
Bengali version of the age-old favorite.

Unlike others, werkie parathas are deep-
fried, so they turn out more like a pastry
than aflatbread. They're multilayered and
have a rich, buttery flavor that goes well
with either sweets or savories. They're
ideal as a breakfast treat or an afternoon
snack. But werkies are for those who want a
culinary challenge: they’re tricky to make.

The first parathas 1 ever had were not
werkies but regular ones. It was during the
summer of 1971, in Vrndavana, the small
town ninety miles from Delhi where Krsna
enacted His childhood pastimes. My hus-
band and I had rented a house there for a
month so we could take pictures of the
town, and we became friends with an old
manwho lived across the street. Each night
he invited us upstairs to his veranda, where
he treated us to hot milk, ripe mangoes,
and fresh, warm parathas he had just
cooked. We still occasionally remember
those evenings, when we sat under the
stars as the heat of the day yielded to
night’s welcome coolness, the air gently
vibrating with the sounds of distant temple
bells ringing and devotees chanting, while
we relished that wonderful combination.

At that time I was interested only in
photography, not cooking, so it wasn’t
until six years later that I learned how to
make parathas—from Yamuna-devi. Al-
though I'm lazy when it comes to cooking,
parathas are so good that even [ can muster
the energy to make them, especially when
we travel.

Now, ordinarily werkies are harder to
make than regular parathas, but Yamuna
has made the recipe so clear and easy to
follow, with numbered instructions and
diagrams, that they’re an approachable —
and rewarding—dish to prepare and offer
to Krsna.

As we’ve mentioned before in this col-
umn, since Lord Krsna is the ultimate pro-
prietor and enjoyer of everything, He



(Recipes by Yamuna-devt dasi)

Deep-Fried Spiraled Flat Breads
(Werkie Parathas)

Preparation time: 12 hours
Servings: 8

ions.

Ingredients for the dough:
2% cups white pastry flour
Y2 teaspoon salt

Y4 teaspoon sugar

2V4 tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil
4 cup plus 14 tablespoons water

Ingredients for the butter paste:
22 tablespoons melted butter or ghee
1Y tablespoons white flour

To prepare the dough:

Parathas, whether plain, sweetened, or stutfed,
are best when cooked in ghee, or clarified
butter. Parathas drink in the flavor of this
delicate, distinctively sweet oil. If you must
substitute, try using equal quantities of ghee
and oil before resorting to plain oil. Asarule,
parathas are served for breakfast or as a late-
afternoon snack. When they are stuffed with
potatoes, cauliflower, or other vegetables, they
are filling and make good traveling compan-

1. Knead the dough on a smooth surface for
2 or 3 minutes. Divide into 8 pieces and roll
each piece into a smooth ball.

2. Flatten each ball slightly, dip both sides
in flour, and use a rolling pin to roll it into a
round, flat disc about 6 inches in diameter.
Smear one teaspoon of the butter paste over
the surface. With a sharp knife, make a cut
from the center of the disc to the outside edge.
Roll, from the cut, to shape a cone.

3. Place the small end of the cone up and
press the tip down to form a patty. Dip both
sides in flour and roll into a 6 inch disc. Shape
remaining cones the same way.

To fry the parathas:

1. Pour Ya-inch of ghee into an 8-inch frying
pan. Heat over a medium flame.

2. Gently slip a rolled paratha into the hot
ghee and immediately begin to gently press
the hot surface of the bread with a slotted fry-
ing spoon. As it cooks, the paratha will try to
surface and ballon. The downward pressure
of the spoon encourages the paratha to swell.

Fry for 2 minutes on each side, or until the
paratha is reddish gold. Remove with a slotted
spoon and drain on absorbent paper. Offer to
Krsna immediately, or keep warm in a 250°F
oven.

Cauliflower Parathas
(Gobi Parathas)

1 teaspoon black mustard seeds
3 cups shredded cauliflower

1 teaspoon turmeric powder

2 teaspoons coriander powder

1 teaspoon cumin powder

Ya teaspoon cayenne

1 teaspoon salt

I teaspoon sugar

To prepare the stuffing:

1. Heat ghee over medium flame in a 12-
inch frying pan. Stir in minced ginger, chilies,
and black mustard seeds, and fry until seeds
pop and sputter.

2. Add the cauliflower, turmeric, corian-
der, cumin, cayenne, and salt, and stir-fry for
3 minutes.

3. Add the sugar, reduce flame, cover, and
cook for 10 minutes, or until the cauliflower is
tender. Remove from flame, cool to room
temperature, and divide into 8 portions.

To assemble and cook:
1. Knead the dough for 2 minutes and di-

vide into 16 even-sized pieces. Roll the pieces
into smooth balls and cover with a damp
towel.

2. Flatten one of the balls into a patty, dip
in flour, and roll into a round disc 6 inches in
diameter. Roll another disc in the same way.

3. Spread a portion of the filling evenly on
the surface of one disc, leaving a '2-inch

1. Combine the flour, salt, and sugar in a
large bowl and mix well. Using your finger-
tips, rub in 2 tablespoons ghee until the mix-
ture resembles dry oatmeal.

2. Pour % cup water into the flour mixture
and vigorously work the dough with the hands
until it begins to hold together. Add as much
additional water as is necessary to prepare
medium-soft, pliable dough.

3. Knead for about ten minutes, forminto a
smooth, compact ball, and cover the surface
with a film of ghee. Cover with a damp cloth

border around the edge. Using your finger,
brush a light film of water around the clean
edge, then lay the second rolled disc directly
over the disc with the stuffing. Gently press
the edges to seal them.

4. Preheat a griddle or frying pan over a
medium flame. Brush the surface of the pan
with ghee. and carefully slide a stuffed paratha
into the pan. Cook for > minute, then drizzle
2 teaspoons of ghee around the edges of the
paratha and cook for another minute. Turn
the paratha with a spatula, again drizzle with

Preparation time: 1'2 hours
Servings: 8

Ingredients for the dough:

4 cups fine whole-wheat flour

12 teaspoons salt

Ya—1 cup ghee

1Y2-2% cups water

Prepare dough as in previous recipe.

Ingredients for the cauliflower stuffing:

for '2 hour.

To prepare the spiraled parathas:

3 tablespoons ghee
4 tablespoon peceled ginger root, minced fine
1 teaspoon green chilies, minced fine

ghee, and cook for another minute or so.
Both sides should be reddish gold. Offer to
Krsna hot.

A4 J

asks us to offer our vegetarian dishes to
Him before we eat. Thus a devotee of
Krsna, to awaken and express his love for
the Lord, will meditate on Him as he cooks
his food and offer it to Him before partak-
ing himself. Such an offering, made with a
mood of devotion and service, is the means
to approach God. It’s not necessary to be
rich, learned, intellectual, or aristocratic.
All that’s required is love. If an offering is

made with love, the Lord will accept even
simple things—fruits, flowers, water,
even steamed vegetables.

If you're like me, when you hear this
you'll immediately ask, “If the Lord will
accept simple dishes, why struggle with par-
athas, what to speak of werkie parathas?”
But there are good reasons why. For one,
werkies are a delightful change from the
norm. Also they're delicious. And that

they’re a challenge is also in their favor,
since to spend a little more time and effort
cooking for Krsna’s pleasure is a sign of
love for Him—a sign that will not go un-
noticed, for He notices everything.

To cook with Krsna in mind, to offer the
food for His pleasure, and then to taste the
offering while remembering Him —that is
Krsna consciousness, the perfection of
life. o
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The Glories of

AITANYA

Part 4: Childhood Pastimes

The seemingly ordinary activities of Lord Caitanya as a child
are entirely transcendental. Who would have thought that a child
at play could topple the bastions of monism and pantheism?

by MATHURESA DASA

Continuing a special series of articles com-
memorating the five-hundredth anniversary
of Lord Caitanya’s appearance in Mayapur,
West Bengal. By His life and teachings, He
inaugurated the Hare Krsna movement.

Onc day shortly after He learned to
walk, Lord Caitanya was playing with
other small neighborhood children when
His mother, Srimati Sacidevi, brought Him
a dish filled with rice and sweets. After
asking her child to sit down and eat, mother
Saci went about her household duties. But
as soon as she left, Lord Caitanya began
to eat dirt instead of the lovingly pre-
pared food. Upon returning, mother Saci
was greatly surprised. “What is this!” she
exclaimed.

This was one of Lord Caitanya’s child-
hood pastimes when He appeared on earth
five hundred years ago. Yet at first hear-
ing, it hardly seems to confirm Lord Cai-
tanya as the same Supreme Personality of
Godhead described in the ancient Vedic
literature. The Bhagavad-gita does assert
that to establish universal religious prin-
ciples the Supreme Lord regularly appears
within the material creation, playing the
part of a human being. Thus, although He
is the oldest of all, He exhibits many un-

common pastimes as a child.

But what’s so uncommon or divine about
cating dirt? Every one-year-old tends to
think that anything visible is also edible.
How is Lord Caitanya’s dirt-eating any
different? And how does it serve to estab-
lish universal religious principles? Let’s
return to the scene of the Lord’s childhood
misdemeanor and find out.

Upon being asked by mother Saci to ac-
count for His behavior, the Lord replied in
a surprisingly philosophical way. “Why are
you angry?” He said. “You gave Me dirt,
so how am I to blame? Rice and sweets, or
anything edible, is all but a transformation
of dirt. You gave Me dirt—and I ate dirt.
Why do you object?” Lord Caitanya ar-
gued that since all food comes originally
from the earth, it is but a transformation
of dirt. So eating sweets or eating dirt,
what’s the difference?

Lord Caitanya’s childish reply parodies
the philosophy of monism espoused by the
Miyavada philosophers, who hold that the
one and only reality is all-pervading, eter-
nal, undifferentiated spiritual existence,
or Brahman. Thus, as the popular Maya-
vada slogan goes, “All is one.” In other
words, despite appearances, you and [ are
not separate individuals, but we are one in

PAINTING BY PARIKSIT DASA

all respects with the impersonal Brahman.
Or; to get right down to it, each of us is
God—if we could only realize it. And this
material universe—with all its variety —
is, they say, false, an illusion.

In eating dirt Lord Caitanya was taking
the “All is one™ philosophy to its logical
conclusion. “Dirt is illusion, and sweets
are illusion,” He was implying. “So what’s
the difference between eating dirt and eat-
ing sweets?”

Mother Saci was no pundit, yet her stern
reply to Lord Caitanya shatters the foolish
subterfuge of Mayavada scholars. “Who
taught You this philosophy that justifies
eating dirt?” she asked. “If everything is
one, why do people in general eat not dirt
but the food grains produced from the
dirt?”

Thus mother Saci exposed the impracti-
cality of Mayavada philosophy and showed
the commonsense Vaisnava* viewpoint.
“My dear boy,” she said, “if we eat dirt
transformed into grains, our body is nour-
ished, and it becomes strong. But if we eat
dirt in its crude state, the body becomes
diseased instead of nourished, and thus it

*A Vaisnava is a devotee of Lord Visnu, or
Krsna.
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unfortunately is soon destroyed.

“In a waterpot, which is a transforma-
tion of dirt, I can bring water very easily.
Butif I poured water on a lump of dirt, the
lump would soak up the water, and my
labor would be useless.™

Unlike the Mayavadis, Vaisnavas, as
mother Saci explained, have a very practi-
cal, workable realization of spiritual truth.
They accept that all is one, but only in the
sense that everything is the energy of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. This
material world, being His inferior energy,
is one with Him. But the varieties within
that energy, although temporary, are not
illusion. And as for ourselves, we are cter-
nal, individual manifestations of the Lord’s
superior, spiritual energy. Thus we are one
with God in quality. But to argue, as the
Mayavadis do, that we are all God would
be a gross oversimplification.

The Vaisnava knows material varieties
have practical value in devotional service
to the Supreme Person. With a waterpot
we can bring water to wash the Lord’s
temple, church, or mosque (or in mother
Saci’s case, to bathe the Lord Himself).
And with rice and other foods we can pre-
pare varieties of dishes, offer them to the
Lord, and use the spiritualized remnants
of those offerings to nourish our bodies
and thus strengthen them for engaging in
the unlimited variety of pure devotional
activities.

Mayavadis, on the other hand, consider
devotional service to be an occupation
only for the ignorant. “Why serve God?”
they say. “You are God.” To them water,
earth, food, our physical bodies, and all
other material manifestations are illusion
and therefore of no practical value. Since
they see all form and personality as illu-
sion, they consider the Supreme Lord
Himself to be illusion. Everything is illu-
sion, they claim, except their own idiot
philosophy.

In the simple childish act of eating dirt—
and defending it—Lord Caitanya paro-
died, and allowed His mother to defeat, a
philosophical doctrine of monism that poses
a serious threat to anyone of any religious
faith who aspires for a loving relationship
with God. Mayavada philosophy, Lord
Caitanya would later teach, is worse than
atheism, because in the guise of a spiritual
teaching it denies the Supreme Personality
of Godhead and the eternal value of devo-
tion to Him.

All of Lord Caitanya’s childhood pas-
times have similar deep imports. When
He was a little older, He would go to the
nearby bank of the Ganges and tease the
young girls assembled there. According to
Vedic custom, girls ten to twelve years old
worship Lord Siva, praying that in the fu-
ture they'll have good husbands. Lord
Siva is the powerful demigod in charge of
the ultimate dissolution of the universe,
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yet he is also a peaceful devotee of the Per-
sonality of Godhead, Lord Krsna. So the
girls on the bank of the Ganges were pray-
ing to Lord Siva for a husband who was,
like him, both peaceful and powerful.

Lord Caitanya would sit down with the
girls and interrupt their worship, snatch-
ing up the flower garlands, sandalwood
pulp, fruits, and sweets they were offering
to Lord Siva. “Worship Me,” He de-
manded, “and I will give you good hus-
bands and other benedictions. Lord Siva
and his wife, the goddess Durga, are My
menial servants.”

In His youthful playfulness Lord Cai-
tanya was making an important point.
There is a misconception among some stu-
dents of Eastern religions that the Vedic
tradition is polytheistic and therefore that
followers of the Krsna consciousness move-

Lord Caitanya sat
down with the
girls and interrupted
their worship,
snatching up
the flower garlands,
sandalwood pulp,
fruits, and sweets
they were offering
to Lord Siva for the
purpose of obtaining

good husbands.

ment worship many gods. But this is not a
fact. According to the Vedic literature,
everyone is a servant of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Lord Krsna. Within
the universe, some of the Lord’s most ele-
vated servants have been empowered to
look after the universal administration,
and these powerful living entities are known
as demigods. Lord Siva, as we have already
mentioned, is in charge of destruction,
Lord Brahma directs the creation, and
millions of other demigods manage such
universal resources as sunlight, water, fire,
wind, and rain. The demigods are all great
devotees of the Lord, working under His
supervision. They are controllers, just as
we are all to some degree, but they aren’t
equal to the supreme controller.

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna asserts
that those who worship the demigods have
lost their intelligence. Although it is a fact

that the demigods can award material
benedictions to their worshipers—Lord
Siva, for example, can be worshiped for a
good husband—these benedictions must
ultimately be sanctioned by Krsna Him-
self. So why not worship Krsna directly?
That is the intelligent thing to do. That is
what the Vedic literatures direct us to do,
and that is what the Supreme Lord Him-
self was demanding, not only of the young
girls on the bank of the Ganges, but of all
of us.

All living entities, including the demi-
gods, are part and parcel of Krsna, and
therefore it is our constitutional position
to serve and worship Him. By doing so, we
gradually attain eternal, blissful life in
Krsna's transcendental abode. That is a
benediction even the demigods aspire for,
and one they cannot award their own
worshipers.

In comparison to the demigods, who con-
trol important aspects of the cosmic mani-
festation, human beings are insignificant
and powerless, and therefore it is in one
sense natural for men to worship demi-
gods. We worship powerful and wealthy
personalities even on this planet, so why
not the demigods? But in comparison to
Lord Krsna, even great demigods like
Lord Siva are insignificant, since they
derive all their power from Him. If you
have only one dollar, a thousand dollars
seems like a lot of money, but to a multi-
millionaire a thousand dollars is small
change. Similarly, in comparison to Lord
Krsna, the demigods, what to speak of
powerful men on this planet, are small
change.

So yes, followers of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement believe in the demigods,
and they offer the demigods due respect.
In fact, they offer respect to all living be-
ings, secing them all as servants of Lord
Krsna. But they worship and love only the
Supreme Person, following His instructions
in the Bhagavad-gita to give up all varie-
ties of worship and just surrender to Him.

As with His pastime of eating dirt, Lord
Caitanya, by teasing the young girls, es-
tablished a religious principle that applies
to everyone who desires to please the Su-
preme Lord and develop a loving relation-
ship with Him. Lord Caitanya did not favor
one religion over another; rather, He
taught the eternal nonsectarian science of
God realization. As the study of ordinary
sciences is open to any person, regardless
of his or her nationality or religious up-
bringing, so the science of Krsna con-
sciousness taught by Lord Caitanya and
His followers is open to anyone. And it
can work for anyone. Two plus two equals
four, no matter what your geographical,
philosophical, or religious background.

Lord Caitanya is not, therefore, a secta-
rian figure. He is, as the Vedic literatures

(continued on page 34)



DESCENT OF GOD

(continued from page 10)

For God is the Absolute Truth, the one
and only source of everything. Everything
that exists is, so to speak, cloned from
Him. Our fleeting world is a dim, washed-
out reflection of His eternal world; our so-
ciety, of His society; our relations, of His
relations. We ourselves, being made in the
divine image, are small samples of Him.
Consequently, by studying ourselves and
our world we can understand something
about God and His world. We see, for in-
stance, that people are endowed with the
disposition to fight. Therefore, we can un-
derstand that the disposition exists in
God. Similarly, we see in our world sexual
attraction between males and females. That
attraction, therefore, must also be resi-
dent in God. For God is complete, and,
far from being less a person than we are, is
vastly more fully personal.

Therefore He fights and He makes love,
and the reason speculators want to deny
these activities to Him is they think that
His fighting and loving would be attended
by the hate and lust that accompany ours.
This is a mistake. God’s activities, like His
name angd His form, are not material. They
are fully spiritual. Although there may be
a family resemblance between God’s form
and activities and our own, we should take
care not to attribute to Him the defects
and debilities of ours; there is a qualita-
tive difference.

We need to understand that difference
intelligently. Consider the attribute variety.
As we have seen, Srimad-Bhagavatam dis-
closes overwhelming variety in divinity.
God exhibits, for example, a multitude of
forms. Yetisn’t absolute unity an attribute
of spirit? Isn’t God one? That is true, but
unity or oneness that merely excludes or
negates diversity is material, mundane one-
ness. We can see that such unity would be
unworthy of God, for it would deprive
Him of something of value. (And there is
variety here; where does it come from if
not from God?) Therefore God’s unity
must be transcendent: it must include—
not exclude—variety. Nor is His variety
achieved at the expense of unity. That is
the power of transcendence: to reconcile
the one and the many in a higher synthesis.
Although this spiritual unity may elude
the comprehension of mundane intelli-
gence, it is well within the ambit of the in-
scrutable power of God.

The principle of transcendent diversity-
in-unity also helps us grasp the spiritual
nature of God’s body. Although God de-
scends in a form resembling ours, that form
is eternal and spiritual —nondifferent, in
fact, from God Himself. For God, there is
no division—as there is for us—of soul and
body. And God’s form is so transcenden-
tally unified that each and every organ

possesses in itself the functions of all the
others. Though Krsna may be limbed,
each limb is the whole person. (And be-
cause His form is spiritual, it remains eter-
nally at the peak of youth.)

The same principle explains why God
can appear in so many diverse forms and
yet remain one and absolute. The pure
devotee, by spiritual perception, can grasp
this wholly, and He appreciates the un-
fathomable depth of God’s personhood
through its multifaceted expression. The
various personalities of the one Godhead
are manifest in the context of different re-
lationships. We see the same phenomenon
at work in human personality. An indi-
vidual man will show different facets of his
personality in different contexts: as, say,
a judge in black robes on the bench, as a
host at a formal reception, as a husband

God enters into
personal relationships
with unlimited souls,

all of whom are
created and sustained

by Him to that
very end. To facilitate
these relationships,
He expands Himself
in different forms,
showing Himself
in various ways.

relaxing alone with his wife, as a father
romping with his children, as a son on a
visit with his parents, as a teacher instruct-
ing his students, as a friend clowning with
his companions, and so on.

So it is characteristic of persons to exhibit
many facets, and the more “well-integrated”
a person is, the greater the variety of roles
and relations he can sustain without loss of
integrity. The same principle applies, then,
to the Supreme Person, but in His case
personal integrity and variety of relations
are both taken, as it were, to the limit.

For God enters into personal relation-
ships with unlimited souls, all of whom are
created and sustained by Him to that very
end. To facilitate these relationships, He
expands Himself in different forms, show-
ing Himself to His pure devotees in vari-
ous ways, in response to the ways in which
they approach Him. All these transcen-

dent forms are eternally manifestin God’s
spiritual abode. And, from time to time,
one or another of Them will descend to
show Himself in the darkness of the ma-
terial world, lighting the way back home.

The verdict of Srimad-Bhagavatam is
that of all descents of God, Krsna is the
topmost. Suta Gosvami, after concluding
his survey of incarnations, declares. ere
camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan
svayam: “All of the above-mentioned in-
carnations are either plenary portions or
portions of the plenary portions of the
Lord, but Lord Sri Krsna is the original
Personality of Godhead.”

For this reason, the centerpicce of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam is an extensive narra-
tion of Lord Krsna’s advent on earth. The
whole of the Tenth Canto is devoted to
this, and Srimad-Bhagavatam builds up to
it by recounting many other divine de-
scents, in this way introducing us further
and further to God, and so preparing us
for the ultimate disclosure in divinity.

This ultimate disclosure is conveyed in
Krsna's pastimes of childhood and youth
in the cowherd village of Vrndavana. What
would be a paradox to mundane eyes is
clear to purified vision: that here in this
little hamlet had descended to earth not
only God in His most exalted manifesta-
tion, but the entire of His highest abode as
well. For the Lord is inseparable from His
devotees and His abode, and when Krsna
descends, all descend with Him. Separate
from these there is no manifest Krsna, and
to reveal Himself, Krsna must necessarily
reveal His intimate devotees, His relations
with them, and the places of their activities
together.

Our idea of the Supreme Godhead is
usually bound up with notions of power
and might and majesty— “It is He that sit-
teth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers;
that stretcheth out the heavens as a cur-
tain ... "—and rightly so. For all scripture
calls us to acknowledge our subordination
to Him. But when we have fully done so,
we become eligible to receive God'’s reve-
lation of another, more sublime facet of
Himself, in which He sets forth, unimpeded.
a lure for feelings. This is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, who in
Vrndavana enters intimate relationships
of love so as to develop unheard-of inten-
sities of feeling. For the appetite of the Su-
preme Lord for love is infinite: He is
called Rasaraja, the master of feelings of
love. In these confidential exchanges of
love, some devotees love Him with paren-
tal emotions, and the Lord reciprocates by
playing as a charming and mischievous
child; other devotees adore Him with fra-
ternal feeling, and the Lord sports with
them, boy among boys, as their good-
hearted companion and witty sidekick;

(continued on page 35)
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THE VEDIC

Transcendental Comment

CRIME IS
THE PUNISHMENT

by Bhitatma dasa

Commcming on the prevalence of
crime-related stories in the media,
Boston Globe editor Thomas Winship re-
cently wrote that violent crime in America
has become “such an overpowering, tragic
fact of life today that I'm not sure the
media can overplay it.”

In a 1981 New York Times public opinion
poll, New Yorkers cited crime as the most
serious problem facing their city—more
serious than inflation, unemployment,
housing, transportation, taxes, schools,
and the environment combined. Figures
from the U.S. Department of Justice show
violent crime in the U.S. increased sixty
percent in the seventies. And the eighties
are offering no hope of respite.

Concerned critics often propose tighter
security and stiffer sentences, along with
greater job opportunities for the young
and the disadvantaged. But while such re-
forms would certainly help, a genuine so-
lution must reach deeper. Ultimately, if
we are to effect a lasting change, we must
repair or even reconstruct the moral and
spiritual foundation of our society. As
Harvard professor James Wilson, a national
authority on crime, pointed out in his ar-
ticle “Thinking about Crime,” “If we hope
to find in some combination of swift and
certain penalties and abundant economic
opportunities a substitute for discordant
homes, secularized churches, intimidated
schools, and an ethos of individual self-
expression, we are not likely to succeed.”

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness, explained that only a spiritual
remedy can cure the modern epidemic of
crime and violence. Society must learn the
techniques for bringing forth the natural
goodness within the hearts of all its citizens.

InJuly 1975, in aconversation™ with Lieu-

*This conversation originally- appeared in
BAcKTO GODHEAD 11.1 and is reprinted in The
Science of Self-Realization.
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tenant David Mozee of the Chicago police
department, Srila Prabhupada said, “The
difference between the pious man and the
criminal is that one is pure in heart and the
other is dirty. This dirt is like a disease in
the form of uncontrollable lust and greed
in the heart of the criminal. Today people
in general are in this diseased condition,
and thus crime is very widespread. When
people become purified of these dirty
things, crime will disappear. . . .

“The only way to permanently change
the criminal habit is to change the heart of
the criminal. As you well know, many
thieves are arrested numerous times and

put into jail. Although they know that if
they commit theft they will go to jail, still
they are forced to steal because of their
unclean hearts. Therefore without cleans-
ing the heart of the criminal, you cannot
stop crime simply by more stringent law
enforcement. The thief and the murderer
already know the law, yet they still com-
mit violent crimes due to their unclean
hearts. So our process is to cleanse the
heart.”

In a spiritually centered society, citizens
are taught from childhood how to purify
their consciousness and thus attain free-
dom from the disturbing influences of lust
and greed. And such a society recognizes

this purification as the central aim of human
life. By contrast, the chief goal of today’s
materialistic societies is economic develop-
ment, and thus everyone learns to act self-
ishly for sense gratification. This prevailing
mood agitates lust, anger, and greed, and
then society must suffer the crime that
springs from these negative emotions. A
materialistic society, by attempting to
exploit nature’s resources for sense enjoy-
ment, also generates excessive compe-
tition among its citizens. This inevitably
leads to social inequality and corruption,
which further inflame the anger and frus-
trations of many potential or practicing
criminals.

Although citizens of both a materially
oriented and a spiritually oriented society
seek pleasure, those in a spiritual culture
enjoy the gradual realization of their eter-
nal, blissful, spiritual consciousness and of
their sublime relationship with God. The
members of a materialistic society, how-
ever, aiming no higher than the fulfillment
of bodily and mental demands, neglect
self-realization and therefore feel profound
discontent.

A materialistic society stifles its citizens’
spirituality and virtue by exaggerating
their bodily propensities for eating, sleep-
ing, mating, and defending— propensities
we share with the animals. Thus people do
all kinds of atrocious things in the name of
sense gratification and the fulfillment of
these basic needs.

A genuine religious process purifies the
heart, mind, and senses of one who fol-
lows it, gradually raising him to the level
of God consciousness. Any religious sys-
tem unable to do so is impotent; it has no
more value than a boat that cannot float.
By giving us a direct experience of the su-
preme pleasure potency within the soul,
the science of Krsna consciousness effec-
tively liberates the mind from lust, anger,
greed, and the false, bodily conception of
life. As explained in the great spiritual
classic Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.19-20),
“By practicing bhakti-yoga [devotional ser-
vice to Krsna] one becomes freed from the
modes of passion and ignorance, and thus
lust and avarice are diminished. When these
impurities are wiped away, one remains
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on the Issues of the Day

steady in his position of pure goodness and
becomes joyful.”

Only when our leaders will embrace uni-
versal religious principles. such as those of
the Krsna consciousness movement, will
violent crime decrease. Otherwise, spiri-
tual deterioration will go on unchecked,
and more and more people will be com-
pelled by uncontrollable lust, anger, and
greed to prey on their fellow citizens.

IN INDIA,
A MAD RACE
FOR MATERIALISM

by Tattva-vit dasa

Indians in this century, victimized by the
propaganda that urban industrial de-
velopment will bring them well-being and
prosperity, have neglected the Vedic prin-
ciples of God consciousness. The British
established factories and introduced ma-
terialism, and Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
prime minister of independent India, sim-
ply followed this policy, although his spiri-
tually inclined mentor, Mahatma Gandhi,
was opposed to it.

After independence, in the 1950s, thou-
sands of poor Indians found employment
in the nation’s developing steel mills. But
were they any happier or more advanced
for having abandoned their God-conscious
agricultural life in the villages? The cities
became one of the most heavily industri-
alized areas in the world, and living condi-
tions worsened.

Soviet propaganda would have us believe
that industrialization is making India pros-
perous. According to Pravda (11/10/84),
“India, a country that until recently knew
only the wooden plow, is now among the
world’s top ten industrial producers. . . .
India’s pride—the state steel mills at Bhi-
lai, Bokaro, Durgapur, and Raurkela—
substantially increased their output [in
1984] and made it possible to reduce steel
imports by one million tons. These and
other economic successes of India are di-
rectly linked to cooperation with Socialist
countries.”

Economic success, however, means that
people have enough food and other basic

necessities. India’s poor factory workers
can’t eat nuts and bolts produced in the
factories. They, and all of us, must rely on
what is produced in the fields by the mercy
of the Supreme Lord. So to measure pros-
perity in terms of industrial production is
foolish.

In fact, industrialization thrives at the
cost of human lives, a matter the Indian
government has apparently chosen to ig-
nore. Said U.S. News & World Report
(1/14/85). a “sign of improved [U.S.-Indian]|
relations has been the official reaction
to the Union Carbide chemical spill at
Bhopal that killed at least 2,000. The gov-
ernment, which wants more foreign in-
vestment, has discouraged criticism of the

U.S. for the accident at the American-

owned plant.”

Thirty years ago, concerned that India’s
leaders were rejecting their country’s spiri-
tual heritage for Western standards, Srila
Prabhupada, the founder of BACK TO GOD-
HEAD magazine, was writing articles call-
ing for a return to India’s spiritual culture.
Moreover, that culture must not only be
revived, he said, but it must be distributed
throughout the world. Telephones, auto-
mobiles, and radios, he would argue, are
not emblems of prosperity. Real prosper-
ity lies in spiritual understanding, real
poverty in ignorance. Since all suffering is
ultimately caused by ignorance, poverty

and misery can be eliminated not by in-
dustrializing but by cultivating spiritual
knowledge. Srila Prabhupada’s articles
would argue that even if people have all
the facilities and amenities of modern ma-
terial advancement, their unhappiness and
unrest would continue until they attained
spiritual satisfaction. He would remind his
readers that the West had seen only ma-
terialism and had therefore never known
peace. If India followed the West, the only
results would be strife and war—a harsh
prediction that time has borne out.

The most significant strife recently has
been the unrest of the Sikhs who are de-
manding total political independence from
India. This schismatic movement had a
part in the assassination of Indira Gandhi
(Nehru's daughter). after which India expe-
rienced a week of fratricidal conflict. Such
internal danger arises out of the prevalent
lack of spiritual understanding. Histori-
cally, India’s castes and religious groups
have lived together peacefully. But as In-
dians reject the Vedic culture. ignorance
and unrest have naturally ensued. Thus
the real danger in India is not economic
stagnation. Whenever India has had prob-
lems with minorities, it has not been just
because there was an economic problem.

It is to be hoped that by the start of the
next century. India’s drift away from things
spiritual and her unswerving dedication
to economic development will have been
altered under Rajiv Gandhi’s leadership.
If this course isn’t followed. it looks like
India will be out to lead the world in the
mad race for materialism.

STARVING FOR
KNOWLEDGE: A
GREATER FAMINE

by Drutakarma dasa

hile the world’s major powers have
developed the ability to deliver
megatons of nuclear destructive power to
any spot on carth within minutes, they
have proved remarkably ineffective in de-
livering tons of life-saving grain to millions
of people on the verge of starvation in
(continued on page 34)
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“ILCan Accept
TheLaw of Karma,but...”

by KUNDALI DASA

The Sanskrit word karma is now at home in the English
language. It’s in the dictionary, and most of us are familiar
with it. But what does it mean? In many cases people have only
a vague idea. Whenever I've seen karma discussed in print, the
explanations have usually distorted the original meaning of the
word as described by Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-gira.

Karma (literally “action™) has four specific applications in
the Bhagavad-gita: (1) work in general, (2) work for Krsna’s
satisfaction, (3) work for personal gain, and (4) destiny. This
last definition is the most commonly used today. It refers to the
intricate sequence of actions and reactions in human affairs.

That our actions in the present help to determine our future,
no one candeny. Ifa runner doesn’t train or if a student doesn’t
study, we can hardly expect him to succeed. And we hardly
expect a truly virtuous and pious man to go unrewarded or a
sinner to go unpunished. This idea of karma was expressed by
the modern poet John G. Whittier:

We shape ourselves the joy or fear
Of which the coming life is made,

And fill our future atmosphere
With sunshine or with shade.

The tissues of the life to be

We weave with colors all our own,
And in the field of destiny

We reap as we have sown.

The idea that “we reap as we have sown™ is very general, and
one may question just how far the principle applies. For ex-
ample, I’'ve met persons who accept the principle of karma, but
who stridently object to the idea conveyed on the opposite
page—a man becoming a pig because of his past karma. That’s
going too far, they say.

But karma is not dependent on whether we choose to accept
it or to reject it. It's not under our control, something we can
have made to order. It’s a law of nature, just like the law of
gravity. And to change its workings is completely beyond us.
We can ignore it, we can try to defy it, but we can’t change it.

According to the Bhagavad-gita, taking birth as a hog or any
other animal is not at all difficult. Our thoughts, our desires,
our actions all go toward determining our next birth. All a per-
son has to do is make sure to nurture the consciousness of a
hog, and in the next life . . . presto!

In the fifteenth chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna tells
how the pure spirit soul, while covered by a material body, gets
carried by his different conceptions of life from one body to an-
other, just as the air carries aromas. When air wafts over a rose
garden, it carries the fragrance of roses. When the same air
passes over a cesspool, it carries foul smells. Similarly, when a
conditioned soul gives up his present body at death, he carries
his material conceptions from this life into the next.

Being forgetful of his factual identity, a conditioned soul
strongly identifies with his material body, whatever it may be,
taking it to be his true self. In actuality, his material body is
only a combination of lifeless material elements activated by
the presence of the spirit soul. But because the body is out-
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fitted with sense organs, the bewildered soul, who by nature
wants to enjoy, tries to find pleasure in material objects. When
a soul reaches the human platform, the quest for material plea-
sure drives him to perform varieties of pious and sinful acts,
which mold his mentality in a certain way. That determines
the gender and species of body he’ll deserve in his next life.

The living entity, thus taking another gross body, obtains a certain
type of ear, eye, tongue, nose, and sense of touch, which are
grouped around the mind. He thus enjoys a particular set of sense
objects. (Bg. 15.19)

As the above verse indicates (and as anyone can see), the
standard of enjoyment is different for different species. Take
hogs. They don’t crave salads, pastries, and sweetmeats. They
can't appreciate the scent and feel of clean linen. They don’t
yearn to see the Russian ballet or to hear Bach and Mozart.
Humans, on the other hand, can’t appreciate the fouler things
in life: rolling in the mud and filth, eating feces and other ref-
use, indulging in indiscriminate sex, even with parents and
siblings. We are disgusted by the hog's standard of enjoyment.

Nevertheless, if, by our actions and desires, we cultivate a
piglike mentality, we can take a hog’s birth next life. Such a
birth comes both as the ultimate outcome of our animalistic de-
sires and as the just punishment for our sins.

There are, however, exceptions to the law of karma. Tran-
scendentalists, or yogis who follow the path of pure devotional
service to God, are exempted from its influence. Lord Krsna
describes them in the Bhagavad-gita:

After attaining Me, the great souls, who are yogis in devotion, never
return to this temporary world, which is full of miseries, because
they have attained the highest perfection. (Bg. 8.15)

Devotees of Lord Krsna, “yogis in devotion,” are not under
the influence of the law of karma, because they perform krsna-
karma. Rather than working for their personal aggrandizement
and sense pleasure, they work with the sole aim of pleas-
ing Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Krsna-karma
is the best type of action, because it purifies the consciousness
of the conditioned soul. Thus one gradually becomes free from
ignorance and from entanglement in the otherwise endless
chain of karmic reactions.

The simplest way to immediately and continually engage in
krsna-karma is to chant the Hare Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. These names of God, like
God Himself, are transcendental and absolute. Chanting them
does not produce karmic reaction. Sincere chanting gradually
dismantles the illusion built up around the embodied soul, and
he comes to realize directly his eternal, spiritual relationship
with the Personality of Godhead. A sincere and dutiful chanter
ultimately develops his dormant love for God and returns to
Lord Krsna's spiritual abode, where the law of karma has no
influence. There everyone spontancously serves Krsna out of
pure love for Him, without any other motive. Attainment of
this perfection through krsna-karma is the only guarantee tha

i,

one will never go to the hogs in a future life. g
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Childhood Pastimes

(continued from page 28)

indicate, the Supreme Personality of God-
head playing the part of His own devotee.
to teach us love of God. He is like the
elementary-school teacher, who, to instruct
new students, sits down with them and
pretends to be learning to write the letters
of the alphabet.

Perhaps the easiest way to understand
the nonsectarian nature of Lord Caitanya’s
teachings is to examine His primary teach-
ing, that the most effective way to worship
God in this age of confusion and quarrel is
to chant His holy names. Lord Caitanya
especially chanted the Hare Krsna mantra,

but He taught that all of the Lord’s names
mentioned in the world’s great scriptures
will have the same purifying and liberating
effect on the sincere chanter. Who could
object to such a sublime, nonsectarian in-
struction? Persons of any religious faith,
even while executing their ordinary house-
hold or business responsibilities, can perfect
their human lives by constantly and stead-
fastly singing or chanting in devotion the
particular names of God with which they
are familiar.

As a child, Lord Caitanya managed to
teach this foremost principle to His family
and neighbors, even before He could crawl
or walk. Like all children, He would cry
and have to be given constant atten-

tion. The attention the Lord demanded,
however, was a little unusual. No matter
what His mother or the other ladies of the
neighborhood did to appease Him. He
would continue to cry—until He heard the
chanting of Krsna’s names. As soon as the
ladies chanted, He would quiet down and
look upon them pleasingly with His beau-
tiful eyes. Taking this clue, the ladies were
constantly chanting and clapping their
hands, making the Lord’s house and the
entire neighborhood the site of an on-
going festival of transcendental sounds.
Like Lord Caitanya’s neighbors, we can
all take up the chanting of God’s holy
names and relish the Lord’s pleasing glance

upon us. &5

GREATER FAMINE

(continued from page 31)

Ethiopia and other drought-stricken re-
gions of Africa.

Ethiopia’s chief ally, the Soviet Union,
has apparently been of little help in the
present crisis. Most of the food aid arriv-
ing in the country is coming from Europe
and America.

But in the eyes of many of the relief
workers who have been pleading for assist-
ance for over a year, the Western response,
although welcome, is too little and too
late. And they fear that the required sense
of urgency will not be sustained when (as
always seems to happen) the public tires of
the images of pain and suffering and media
coverage about the famine dwindles.

Even the Ethiopian government is not
without blame in the current crisis. Ac-
cording to reports in Newsweek, the mili-
tary government ignored early warnings of
the impending food shortages and con-
tinued spending almost half of the national
budget purchasing Soviet-Bloc weapons.
As in many other nations, production of
traditional food crops has declined as more
and more land is planted with cash crops
for export.

Similar neglect in other African nations
recently prompted Hilary Ng’Weno, editor
of Nairobi’s Weekly Review, to comment,
“Many of the leaders mismanaged econo-
mies, squandered national wealth, and lit-
erally threw away the future as they jostled
with one another for personal power and
gain. When it was not greed that moti-
vated them, it was folly and gullibility.”

Why so much lack of concern for the
sufferings of others? Isn't it simply that
our compassion has been blunted by the
selfishness fostered by today’s rampant,
widespread materialism? This problem
was noted by Pope John Paul 11, who said
in a speech given in November of 1979 to
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, “Hunger in the world does not al-
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ways just come from geographic, climatic,
or unfavorable agricultural circumstances,
those that you are trying little by little
to improve. . . . It comes also from man
himself.” The human factor in the hunger
problem has led many religious leaders to
urge a fundamental redirection of human
energies away from greed, selfishness, and
the pursuit of artificial “necessities.”

If we are to solve the problem of hunger
we must return to genuine spiritual values,
Understanding that the real self is not the
body but the conscious self within the
body automatically reduces greed and
conflict. A human being with such knowl-
edge is satisfied with the natural, comfort-
able necessities of life and does not strive
to increase his needs or to induce others
to increase theirs. When spiritual goals re-
place material goals, qualities such as
compassion and concern for others auto-
matically replace the material qualities of
greed and selfishness.

A greater sense of world community is
another important consequence of replac-
ing material goals with spiritual ones. At
present the human race is divided into
thousands of national, racial, religious,
cultural, sexual, and economic groupings.
The bodily concept of life is the root cause
of this splintering. A person who is free
from identifying with the material body
does not see others primarily in terms of
their physical, bodily natures. He sees the
conscious selves within all bodies as essen-
tially identical and equal. Seeing humanity
as one family, such a person naturally re-
sponds more quickly and effectively to the
sufferings of others.

At present the world has enough grain
surpluses to provide minimum relief to the
world’s worst crisis spots, such as Ethio-
pia. But in order to deal effectively with
the total problem of world hunger we must
search for ways to dramatically increase
the world’s available supply of food. Many
food experts have concluded that this can
be done only by shifting away from the

meat-based diet now prevalent in the de-
veloped countries of the world and mov-
ing toward a vegetarian diet.

In America, for example, about ninety
percent of all the harvested grain is fed tc
animals that are eventually slaughtered
for meat. Yet information from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture reveals that
for every seven pounds of grain fed to ani-
mals raised for slaughter, we receive only
one pound of meat in return. In Dier fora
Small Planet, Francis Moore Lappé points
out that in America alone, 120 million
tons of grain out of the total of 145 million
tons fed to animals is thus lost for the pur-
pose of human consumption. To convey
what this means in human terms, she ex-
plains that 120 million tons would provide
every man, woman, and child on earth
with a portion of one cup of cooked grain
every day of the year.

So if the world’s political and religious
leaders would truly like to demonstrate
their concern for the victims of hunger,
they should adopt a vegetarian diet and
urge others to do so as well. The Hare
Krsna movement is one of the world's
leading promoters of a vegetarian diet as a
long-range solution to the problem of world
hunger. And to relieve the immediate ef-
fects of hunger, the Hare Krsna devotees
are feeding disaster victims, the homeless,
the unemployed, and the hungry through
the Hare Krsna Food for Life program.

But looking beyond this, a person con-
versant with Vedic knowledge and trained
in the Vedic system of self-realization sees
that all human beings are caught in the suf-
ferings of disease, old age, and death, to
which even the richest and most well-fed
among us must eventually succumb. There-
fore the members of the Hare Krsna
movement work not only to relieve the
sufferings of the external body, but also to
alleviate the sufferings of the soul. They
accomplish this by widely disseminating
the transcendental knowledge contained
in the Vedic scriptures. o



DESCENT OF GOD

(continued from page 29)

and still others worship Krsna with the fer-
vent ardor of conjugal love, and in re-
sponse He courts and dallies with them as
their enchanting suitor and the breaker of
their hearts.

We recognize such feelings in the material
world, of course, but in Vrndavana dwell
the original and real spiritual emotions, as
manifest in the transcendent kingdom of
God through exchanges of love in spiritual
bodies. Material relations and emotions
cannot help us comprehend these tran-
scendent feelings. For material loves are
flickering, wavering, and fading; they are
vitiated by hesitancy and doubt, and shot
through with fear and dread. They are un-
wholesome, and time and change despoil
them all. But the love directed toward
Krsna never dies; His ever-new beauty
and His eternal reciprocation draw out
that love endlessly; its intensity increases
without limit. All these immortal Vrnda-
vana feelings, each with its own medley of
moods, are varieties of ecstasy. They are
transcendent superemotions, rendering our
most cherished earthly feelings thin and
dry and flat by comparison.

Krsna means “all-attractive,” and in ful-
fillment of His name He revealed Himself
to incite us to revive our lost relation with
Him and enter with Him into these eternal
pastimes of love. In this way, He shows us
what it fully means to love God with all
our heart, soul, and mind. Yet most of us
cannot perceive and directly experience
the spiritual quality of these transcendent
pastimes and feelings. They are revealed,
they are made available, yet we do not ap-
prehend them as they are. We might be
looking at spirit, but we see only matter.

Here it becomes necessary to touch on
a delicate point.

God reveals Himself to us as we surren-
der to Him. To surrender to God means to
withdraw our interest and our desire from
everything that is not God. Full surrender
means to have God, and God alone, as our
end and our means. We must devote to
Him all our heart, soul, and mind. Such
purity is required.

Of course, God also allows for partial
surrender, in hopes of gradual advance-
ment. In every religious tradition there is
scripturally sanctioned material enjoy-
ment—that is, involvement in things other
than God. Since this materialism is re-
stricted and regulated, it is, in that respect,
good. But ultimately, it too must be given
up: “Abandon all materially motivated
religion and surrender unto Me.” To resist
this request on the grounds that our ma-
terialism is scripturally sanctioned is to
make the good the enemy of the best. We
simply retard our progress on the spiritual
path and remain more or less unaquainted

with the Personality of Godhead.

That purity of heart needed to see God
may seem beyond our reach, but not so.
For Krsna did truly reveal Himself: The
same scripture that transmits that revela-
tion to the world— Srimad-Bhagavatam —
conveys at the same time the process to
purify us so we can receive the revelation
of Krsna. That process is the practice of
devotional service centered on hearing the
pure narration of the glorious pastimes of
God. In other words, Srimad- Bhagavatam
itself, when it is spoken by one who is
pure, purifies us— “It cleanses desire for
material enjoyment from the heart of the
devotee” (1.3.17)—so that we ourselves

can come to perceive Krsna as He is. Al-
though Krsna descended five thousand
years ago, He remains fully accessible to
us in Srimad-Bhagavatam. The revelation
awaits only us. e

Those wishing to read more about Krsna's pas-
times will enjoy Krsna, the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead, a summary study of the Tenth
Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
In addition, The Nectar of Devotion, by the
same author, presents an analysis of all the
Virndavana relationships and emotions, with
many examples. These books, as well as Srimad-
Bhagavatam iself, are available at vour local
Hare Krsna temple.

Enhance Your Spiritual Life

For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
of the Hare Kysna maha-mantra. But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

Mantra Meditation

Beads: a string of 108
hand-carved “japa beads"—
chanters use them as an aid
to concentration during
meditation on the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. Each
string of beads comes with a
cotton carrying bag and an
instruction pamphlet. $4.95.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. The largest-
selling, most widely used
edition of the Bhagavad-gita
in the Western world.
Complete edition. Revised
and enlarged, with the
original Sanskrit text,
Roman transliterations, and
English equivalents. $9.95.

Mrdanga Drum:

lightweight, double-
headed Indian-style drum
used in chanting the maha-
mantra. Unbreakable.
Comes with an instruction
book and cassette
instruction tape. $149.85.

Deity Poster: a full-
color photo of the
beautiful Deities at the

Los Angeles Hare Krsna
center. Poster-size. $2.50.

SPECIAL: The original

Hare Krsna Meditation
Album. In 1966 Srila
Prabhupada made this
unique recording with his
first disciples. On it
Prabhupada explains the
Hare Krsna mantra, and he
and his disciples chant. A
historic recording. C-60
cassette. $4.00.

e

ISKCON Educational Services
3764 Warseka Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034

My check or money order for $
is enclosed. Please send the following
quantity of each item:
| L S g el

[ Please send me a catalogue.
Name

Address

City
State Zip

Please add 10% to cover postage.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Satisfaction Guaranteed

While on a recent walk with a young
devotee through downtown Boston, I
found myself standing before the offices
of the Atlantic Monthly magazine. The
sight of the building evoked in me fond
memories of a time fifteen years earlier
when, as a missionary for my spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, I had first
come to the city to open a temple.

I turned to the devotee standing beside
me. “I once spoke with an editor who
worked in this building,” I said, remem-
bering how naive and brash I had been,
expecting the publishers to agree to print
an article about the Krsna consciousness
movement.

“The Atlantic Monthly does not pro-
vide religious coverage,” the editor had
said. “It’s not our editorial policy.”

“Well, why not?” I had countered. “This
is an important movement. An intellec-
tual magazine should want to coverit.” I
then offered to write an article myself.
Politely, the editor told me that if T ex-
pected to publish an article in the At-
lantic, 1 would first have to become a
famous author. I didn’t pursue the matter
turther.

“I wonder what would happen if you
were to go back there today?” my young
companion asked. And I recognized in
his question a brashness similar to that of
my own youth.

“You mean because I've written Srila
Prabhupada’s biography and other books,
the editors might accept me as a famous
writer?” I asked. “No. They’re still not
concerned with Krsna consciousness or
with a Krsna conscious author.”

Despite the fact that the doors of the
Atlantic Monthly remain shut to me, I am
satisfied in my work. To know that I am
appreciated by my spiritual master and
by Krsna is enough. Rather than trying to
become a popular author and satisfy the
public at large, I have sought to satisfy my
spiritual master and Krsna, and that has
given me the greatest satisfaction.

The satisfaction derived from serving
Krsna is exemplified fully in the life of my
spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, the
founder and spiritual master of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. In 1922, when Srila Prabhupada
was but twenty-six years old, his spiritual
master instructed him to spread Krsna

consciousness throughout the world. De-
spite the fact that his family neither ap-
preciated his life’s mission nor offered him
support, Srila Prabhupada absorbed him-
self in thoughts of how to carry out this
task.

In 1944, he published and personally
distributed the first issue of BACK TO
GODHEAD magazine. In 1954, he retired
from family life, and from then until
1965, when he journeyed to America
to found the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, he struggled in
India without assistance to disseminate
the teachings of the Vedic literature to
whoever would listen. During those eleven
years, he continued to publish—though
intermittently because of lack of funds—
his BACK TO GODHEAD magazine. And in
the summer of 1962 he began the prin-
cipal literary contribution of his life,
translating and commenting on the sixty-
volume Srimad-Bhagavatam. Late that
year, the first volume of the First Canto
went to press.

No one was eager to see him writing prolifi-
cally, and no one demanded that it be
printed. Even when the sales slowed to a
trickle, the managers of O.K. Press were
not distressed; . . . the pressure was on him
to go out and sell as many copies of the first
volume as possible. (Srila Prabhupada-
lilamrta, A Lifetime in Preparation, p. 267)

Despite hardships and the lack of assis-
tance and appreciation, Srila Prabhupada
had only an increasing desire to spread
Krsna consciousness over the years. How,
we might ask, is such determination pos-
sible? The answer is that his spiritual
master and Krsna were reciprocating with
his unflinching struggle to do as he had
been instructed.

Bhaktivedanta Swami, by his full engage-
ment in producing the Bhagavatam, felt
bliss and assurance that Krsna was pleased.
He did not, however, intend for the Bha-
gavatam to be his private affair. . . . Yet he
was alone, and he felt exclusive pleasure
and satisfaction in serving his guru and Lord
Krsna. Thus his transcendental frustration
and pleasure mingled, his will strengthened,
and he continued alone. (A Lifetime in
Preparation, p. 267)

Years later, Srila Prabhupada said that
those times he spent struggling alone in
India and during his first year in America

were actually the best times, because dur-
ing that period he had no recourse but to
deperd on Krsna. By depending exclu-
sively on the Lord, one discovers true
self-satisfaction, whereas those who con-
stantly need others to reassure them that
they are appreciated and are doing well
will always meet with frustration and
loneliness.

From the life of Srila Prabhupada, we
may surmise that to satisfy Krsna is not an
easy thing, yet one’s efforts to serve Him
never go unappreciated. The proper way
to render devotional service to Krsna is
to surrender fully to the instructions of
Krsna's pure representative, the spiritual
master. And even when the spiritual mas-
ter is no longer physically present, the
faithful disciple knows in his heart that
the spiritual master is pleased and is satis-
fied by his sincere servant’s efforts. As
Srila Prabhupada wrote upon completing
his translation of the seventeen-volume
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,

If [my spiritual master] were physically present
at this time. it would have been a great occa-
sion for jubilation. But even though he is
not physically present, I am confident that
he is very pleased by this work of translation.
(Cc., Antya-lila, Vol. 5, pp. 320-321)

Lord Krsna is seated in our hearts as
our best friend. He knows the many suf-
ferings we have undergone and which no
else can either understand or care about,
and He sympathizes with us in those suf-
ferings. He appreciates us, and He knows
how nice we are. To appreciate Krsna in
return and to please Him is the greatest
happiness in life, and it is the greatest
source of personal satisfaction. One who
has realized this satisfaction is said to be
atmarama, self-satisfied. Such a person
needs no further support in this world.

The young devotee accompanying me
through Boston’s streets certainly mis-
judged the Atlantic’s editors. No, the
editors at the Atlantic Monthly are not
likely to appreciate the work of the devo-
tees of the Krsna consciousness move-
ment. Nevertheless, I am satisfied in
knowing that my efforts are being ap-
preciated by my spiritual master and
Krsna, and that as a result, others are also
coming to experience the complete satis-
faction of satisfying the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. —SDG
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1984 Festival of the Chariots, Los Angeles

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, man

means “mind” and tra means “freeing.”
So a mantra is a combination of transcendental
sounds that frees our minds from the anxieties
of living in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out
one mantra as the mahd (supreme) mantra.
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, “These
sixteen words— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are
especially meant for counteracting the ill
effects of the present age of quarrel and
anxiety.”

The Ndrada-paricardtra adds, “All mantras

and all processes for self-realization are
compressed into the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”
Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-
mantra throughout the Indian subcontinent,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, in Your name You
have invested all Your transcendental energies.”
The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-mantra
means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
mahda-mantra and your life will be sublime.

PHOTO BY YADUVARA DASA



,”

/ ' / ';m “ Oh boy ' ,; - \

/ 

/@.& The Sunda‘ Feast" -

We thmk you’ll smlle too when you taste the Vegetarlen dlshes
‘we serve every Sunday at the Hare Krsna Center.

. And there’s music, theater, philosophy, and dance.

' 1 It’s a festival of Vedic India. Ahd its free! -

J For ouy phoﬂe number and address, please sée pages 20-21.
' »y, / ?
. . ' \





