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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His
disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.

BACK 10 GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1

. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sankirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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The Varieties
Of Happiness

Vedic literature describes the various levels of enjoyment.

Life’s goal is to find the highest level.

A lecture by
HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

evotee [Reads from The Nectar of

Devotion]: “There are three kinds
of happiness: material, spiritual, and de-
votional. Devotional service and the hap-
piness due to its execution are not possibie
as long as one is materially affected. The
desire for material enjoyment and the de-
sire for becoming one with the Supreme
are both considered material concepts.”
Srila Prabhupada: In Sanskrit the three
kinds of happiness are called bhoga, tyaga,
and seva. The ordinary fruitive workers
are after bhoga, the happiness of sense
enjoyment. And the jRanis, the seekers of
knowledge, are after the happiness that
comes from negating sense enjoyment.
One who is fed up with sense enjoyment
will sometimes give it up and feel relief.
For example, in America young boys are
tfed up with the kinds of sense enjoyment
experienced by their fathers and grand-
tathers. So in the name of tydga, renuncia-
tion, many of them have left home and
become hippies. But because they cannot
give up enjoyment entirely, they have
taken to other kinds of sense enjoyment—
intoxication and unrestricted sex.

So, beyond bhoga and tydga is real en-
joyment—seva, or the happiness of devo-
tional service to Krsna. Here is a practical
example: Suppose all of a sudden you see
a one-hundred-rupee note lying on the
street. If you pick it up and keep it, your

conscience will beat you, because you
know the money does not belong to you.
You'll always think, “I have taken some-
body else’s money. I'm doing something
sinful.” In this way your mind will disturb
you. So, that is bhoga. And if you don’t
take the money—if you leave it lying in
the street—you’ll also be disturbed.
You'll think, “Somebody left that money
there. I did not pick it up, but somebody
else will find it and take it away. That is
not good.” This is tyaga. But the best thing
is that you pick up the hundred-rupee note
and return it to the person who lost it.
Then your mind will be happy and at
peace. This is seva, devotion.

Everything belongs to Krsna. As He
says in the Bhagavad-gita [5.29], bhok-
taram yajra-tapasarm sarva-loka-mahesva-
ram: *“1 am the maha-isvara, the supreme
proprietor.” Everyone is an isvara to some
extent, but nobody except Krsna is the su-
preme proprietor. Unfortunately, this is
unknown to the nondevotees. They think
that the resources of the world have been
given by nature for our enjoyment. This is
the modern theory of economic develop-
ment. Someone is thinking, “By the gift of
nature we have a gold mine, so let us take
the gold and enjoy.” This is the view of the
fruitive workers.

And when one nation has a large quan-
tity of gold, every other nation is hanker-

DRAWING BY MURALIDHARA DASA

ing to take it. Why is there struggle in this
world? Because when one nation becomes
wealthy, the people in the other nations
think, “How can I take the wealth?” or
“How can my nation take the wealth?”
This is nationalism, which is simply ex-
panded selfishness. That’s all. People are
fond of nationalism, but it’s simply collec-
tive selfishness. In our country, Mahatma
Gandbhi is known as the father of national-
ism. But what is that nationalism? Mahatma
Gandhi thought, “The Britishers must go
so my countrymen can enjoy.” This is sim-
ply extended selfishness.

The basic principle of material life is “I
want to enjoy.” Then, even if I extend my
enjoyment familywise, communitywise,
or nationwise, that does not change the
quality of selfishness. Big leaders are
glorified in the name of nationalism, but
actually neither the nation nor the com-
munity nor the person is the proprietor of
anything. Krsna is the proprietor of every-
thing (isavasyam idam sarvam). There-
fore, whether on the individual level, the
community level, or the national level,
anyone who uses Krsna’'s property self-
ishly is a thief, just as a pickpocket, a gang,
and an organization of gangsters are all
thieves.

Once there was a conversation between
Alexander the Great and a thief. Alexan-
der had arrested him and was going to

BACK TO GODHEAD 3



punish him. So, the thief protested, “Why
are you punishing me? You are a great
conqueror and I am only an ordinary thief,
but actually you are simply a greater thief.
That’s all.” Alexander the Great was very
intelligent, and he immediately released
the thief. “Yes,” he said, “you are right. I
am also a thief. Why should I punish
you?”

So, everyone in this material world who
is not Krsna conscious is a thief and a
rogue. For example, the Americans oc-
cupied the land of America by killing the
red Indians, and now they claim pro-
prietorship. The immigration department
declares, “Nobody can come here. It is
our land.” In this connection, there is an-
other story about a group of thieves who
stole some things and then divided them
up. One of the thieves said, “Kindly divide
everything honestly.” The things were
taken dishonestly, and he wanted them to
be divided honestly. This is going on
throughout the whole world. Everything
has been stolen from Krsna dishonestly,
and when there is conflict or a question of
division, the United Nations tries to settle
it “honestly.” All the nations are full of
plunderers, rogues, thieves—yet they
have made an association called the United
Nations to approve their rascaldom. You
see? As soon as there is an opportunity,
they’ll commit all kinds of criminal ac-
tivities. This we are actually seeing.

So, happiness that comes from material
possessions is the happiness of rogues and
thieves. And one who renounces every-
thing, declaring, brahma satyam jagan
mithya— “Only Brahman is real; this world
is false”—he is a fool. What can you re-
nounce? If you possess something, you can
renounce it. But if you don’t possess any-
thing, what'’s the question of renunciation?

The jrAanis, or impersonalists, are fed
up with so-called material happiness, so in
the name of brahmananda, so-called spiri-
tual happiness, they say, “This world is
false; I renounce it.” The grapes are sour.
You know the story of the jackal and the
grapes? He wanted to get the grapes from
a high place, so he was jumping, jumping,
jumping. When he couldn’t get them, he
said, “Oh, the grapes are sour. I have no
need for these grapes.” Similarly, these
rascal impersonalists renounce the world.
This is also wrong, because what do they
actually have to renounce?

Real happiness comes from seva, devo-
tional service to Krsna. When one knows,
“Everything is Krsna’s and must be used
for His purpose,” that is real happiness.
Not this false renunciation— jagan mithya.
Srila Rupa Gosvamai says,

praparicikataya buddhya
hari-sambandhi-vastunah

mumuksubhih parityago
vairagyam phalgu kathyate

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

Those who are after liberation from birth
and death give up this world and become
Mayavadi sannydsis [impersonalistic re-
nunciants]. But Rapa Gosvami says this is
phalgu-vairagya, incomplete renunciation.
The word phalgu means “incomplete,”
and it also refers to the river Phalgu, near
Gaya. This river is called “Phalgu” be-
cause if you come to it you'll find only a
riverbed of sand. But if you push your
hand within the sand, you’ll find water.
Similarly, the Mayavadi sannyasis have
taken the dress of the renounced order,
but within their hearts they have all kinds
of desires to fulfill. If you “push your
hand” within their hearts, you’ll find un-
limited desires for material enjoyment.
They give up this world, but at heart they
think, “I shall become God.” Just see! An
ordinary fruitive worker may try to be-

Nobody can become
God, because God
already is. But
one who has no
knowledge of God
may think, “I have
become liberated;

I have become God.”

come a king or a president, but the
Mayavadis are trying to become God.
How much greater desire they have, al-
though outwardly they appear renounced.

But a devotee’s happiness is different.
As Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said,

na dhanam na janam na sundarirn
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye

mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi

“0O my Lord, O Lord of the Universe, I do
not want wealth, I do not want many fol-
lowers, I do not want a nice wife. All I
want, birth after birth, is to engage in Your
unalloyed devotional service.”

A devotee of Krsna does not desire
even liberation, what to speak of wealth,
followers, and so on. He simply wants to
serve Krsna. That is real renunciation.
And that is also perfect happiness and
peace. As said in the Caitanya-caritamria,
bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kami sakali asanta:
“Those who are after sense enjoyment,
liberation, or mystic perfection can never
enjoy real peace.”

The fruitive workers undergo great
struggle to possess wealth. So they’re never

peaceful. And those who are after libera-
tion generally want to become God or to
become one with God. They must per-
form severe austerities and penances—
very troublesome. So where is §anii,
peace? Then the yogis—they must also
perform difficult practices: asanas [sitting
postures|, pranayama [breath control],
dharana [concentration], dhyana [medita-
tion], and so on. Where is §anti? The yogi
has to keep his head down for so long in
§irsasana [the headstand]. That is one
asana. Then he has to show some magic;
otherwise he’ll not be recognized as ad-
vanced in yoga practice. Sometimes the
yogis will produce a piece of candy by
magic. These are all troublesome things.

So, neither the fruitive worker, the im-
personalist, nor the yogi is peaceful. But
krsna-bhakta niskama ataeva santa: “Be-
cause a devotee of Krsna does not need to
possess anything or renounce anything or
show some magic power, he is perfectly
peaceful.”

Therefore, one should concentrate upon
devotional service. Everything is included.
A devotee of Krsna does not renounce
anything of this world or accept anything
of this world outside of Krsna’s service. If
he accepts something, it is for Krsna, and
if he rejects something, that is also for
Krsna. For example, in our society we
advise, “Give up illicit sex, intoxication,
gambling, and meat-eating.” So, this is
tyaga, renunciation. Why? For Krsna.

Our business is to accept that by which

Krsna is pleased and to reject that by
which Krsna is displeased. Our central
point is Krsna’s pleasure. In everything we
do, we have to see whether Krsna or His
representative is pleased. Yasya prasadad
bhagavat-prasadah: “By the mercy of the
representative of Krsna, one gets the mercy
of Krsna.” If we live in this way, we shall
be happy; we shall enjoy the happiness of
devotional service. Go on reading.
Devotee: “Because the impersonalists can-
not appreciate the devotional happiness
produced by the exchange of loving affairs
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
their ultimate goal is to become one with
the Lord.”
Srila Prabhupada: The impersonalists
have no conception of the Personality of
Godhead, so they say the Supreme is
nirakara, without form. How can there be
loving affairs with nirakara? 1 cannot love
the air. Love can exist only for a person.
Krsna has form and personality, so we can
love Him. But we cannot love the sky.
Therefore, because the impersonalists have
no conception of God as a person, their
“love of God” is all fictitious.

The impersonalists will pray, tvam eva
mata tvam eva pita: “You are my mother,
You are my father.” But who is that
mother, who is that father? That they do
not know. We say, “Here is your mother



and father—Krsna.” Krsna is a tangible
fact, not some fictitious, impersonal void.
Go on reading.

Devotee: “Their ultimate goal is to be-
come one with the Lord. This concept is
simply an extension of the material idea.”
Srila Prabhupada: Our concept is also to
become one with God—but one in in-
terest, not in identity. Krsna says, sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam Saranam
vraja: “Give up all other activities and just
surrender unto Me.” To become one with
Krsna means that we agree, “Yes, Sir. For
so long I acted foolishly. Now I surrender
unto You.” As Srila Bhaktivinoda sings,
manasa deha geha yo kichu mora arpilum
tud pade nanda-kisora: “O my dear Lord,
whatever I possess—my mind, my body,
my home—1I surrender unto Your lotus
feet.” This is oneness. Marabi rakhabi jo
iccha tohara: “You may kill me or protect
me—whatever You like.” But nitya-dasa
prati tua adhikara: “I will remain Your
eternal servant.” This is oneness.

I keep my individuality, but I am so sur-
rendered to Krsna that I have no disagree-
ment with Him. Not that I mix myself up
with Him and lose my individuality. I have
individuality now, so my individuality must
go on. As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-
gita [2.12]: “These kings, you, and I—
all of us existed in the past, we are existing
now, and in the future we shall also exist.”
There is no question of intermingling one’s

individuality with Krsna. Individuality is
sacrificed only in the sense of being in full
agreement with Him. That is oneness.

For example, in our Society I am the
head. So, everyone is in agreement with
me. But it is not that my disciples, my
students, have lost their individuality.
They’re using their individuality to propa-
gate the Krsna consciousness movement,
as sanctioned by me. So, by our devotional
service, by the varieties of work we do, we
must see whether or not Krsna is satisfied.
That’s all. Sv-anusthitasya dharmasya sam-
siddher hari-tosanam: “The perfection of
all activity is to please Krsna.” This is our
philosophy.

Whatever we do must satisfy Krsna or
His representative. In an office, the clerks
work for the superintendent. If he’s
pleased, the proprietor is pleased. The
clerks do not have to engage in a separate
endeavor to please the proprietor. If the
man in charge is pleased, the proprietor is
pleased.

Similarly, we have to please our spiri-
tual master. And if he’s pleased, Krsna is
pleased and my life is successful. Others
may be displeased or pleased; it doesn’t
matter. We should simply see that Krsnais
pleased. Then what we are doing is all
right. That is oneness—not losing our in-
dividuality. Continue.

Devotee: “In the material world, everyone
is trying to be the topmost head man

amongst all his fellow men or neighbors.
Whether communally, socially, or nation-
ally, everyone is competing to be greater
than all others in the material concept of
life. This competition can extend to the
unlimited, so that one actually wants to
become one with the greatest of all, the
Supreme Lord. This is also a material idea,
although maybe a little more advanced.”

Srila Prabhupada: This kind of concep-
tion—*“I shall become God” —is a ma-
terial conception, not a spiritual one.
Nobody can become God, because God
already is.But one who has no actual
knowledge of God may think that he has
become God (vimukta-mani). He thinks,
“I have become liberated; I have become
God.” Then he advertises himself as God,
and some foolish people adore him: “Oh,
here is God—here is an incarnation of
God.”

We do not accept such a cheap God. At
the age of seven, Krsna lifted Govardhana
Hill. So, if you are actually God, then
show me that you can lift a hill. Then I will
accept you. Go on reading.

Devotee: “However, the perfect spiritual
concept of life is complete knowledge of
one’s constitutional position, in which one
knows enough to dovetail himself in the
transcendental loving service of the Lord.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, this is the sum and
substance of Krsna consciousness. Thank
you very much. Hare Krsna. o]
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M A Question
Of Authority

A spiritual gathering in ancient India
yields sage advice for our age of skepticism.

by MANDALESVARA DASA

“Once, in a holy place in the forest of
Naimisaranya, great sages headed by the
sage Saunaka assembled to perform a great
thousand-year sacrifice for the satisfaction
of the Lord and His devotees. One day, after
finishing their morning duties by burning a
sacrificial fire and offering a seat of esteem
to Srila Stita Gosvami, the great sages made
inquiries with great respect.”

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.4-5

hen I tell you that the Naimisaranya

meeting of sages some fifty cen-
turies ago is of great importance to us
today, you may doubt. After all, the meet-
ing was so long ago and in a forest in India,
so you naturally wonder what relevance it
could have today. And just who were these
sages? A sage, we know, is supposed to be
a wise man, one who can answer life’s
deepest questions. But so often we see the
so-called sage depicted as an impractical,
even foolish, old man who receives some
ritual respect, smiles benignly, and gives
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sentimental or cryptic answers to ques-
tions from his disciples and admirers.
Sometimes such a sage or guru will write
books or deliver speeches or attend confer-
ences on the brotherhood of man, world
peace, unified religion, and so on. But
rarely do intelligent persons consider these
quasi-spiritualists and their assemblies and
literatures as competent to offer feasible
solutions to the world'’s problems.

Furthermore, the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
which is the written account of the Naimi-
saranya meeting, is an ancient scripture
that asks us to accept its authority— period.
And this is also hard for us to do. We are
skeptics. We've been trained to question
authority. Outside my office window here
in Philadelphia, I see every day a certain
car with a bumper sticker that reads,
“QUESTION AUTHORITY.”

And why shouldn’t we question author-
ity? Our authorities exert control over our
lives—they have power. And we know
how power corrupts. We want to think for
ourselves, to decide for ourselves. We be-
lieve that our caution and skepticism is a
sign of intelligence.

I can sympathize with that. I also was
trained as a skeptic, a questioner of au-
thority. I suppose it began in college. My
philosophy professor prided himself on
being what he called a Christian humanist.
And he trained and prodded us, his stu-
dents, to critically analyze all our beliefs
and “presuppositions.” I soon learned to
put my personal values and goals above all
else. Authorities, I concluded, should be
followed only as long as they served the in-
terests of the individual. This humanistic
approach to life had a profound effect on
me, and I became a questioner—cautious
and skeptical.

This same spirit was there also when I
opposed the war in Vietnam. In other
words, I questioned all authority, whether
religious, political, or whatever. In fact,
now that I think about it, my entire gener-
ation grew up in this atmosphere: the in-
terests of the individual pitted against the
dictates of impersonal social and religious
authorities.

Being from the Deep South, I saw first
hand the struggle of blacks for dignity and
civil rights. And when, after graduating
from high school, I went “up north,” even
in my conservative little Baptist Univer-
sity in conservative little Shawnee, Okla-
homa, we students demanded our rights
and refused to follow rules and regulations
we felt interferred with our self-actualiza-
tion—a spirit that certain liberal faculty
members actively supported. We grew to
question, reject, alter, and pick and choose
from the religious and social principles of
our parents. We were free-thinking indi-
viduals. I was a ministerial student, yet my
activities on campus were as much against
as for the status quo in my religion. I
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sported one of the few beards on campus;
and when, as student evangelist for a
weekend youth revival, I stood before a
large congregation of Southern Baptists in
Oklahoma City, I was considered an ana-
thema. One young seminarian, however,
on hearing that I was being turned away
because of my beard, defended me by say-
ing, “That’s his individuality.”

My sentiments exactly. I felt justified in
my rebellion, my questioning of author-
ity—justified in that I wanted complete
fulfillment in life, in that I refused to fol-
low any doctrines or rules that restricted
my self-actualization, and in that T saw flaws
in my authoritarian leaders. I refused,
therefore, to surrender my individual in-
tegrity to suit such authorities.

We’re willing to
sacrifice, we’re
willing to submit,
we’re willing
to undergo
difficulties—but we
expect first to be
convinced logically
and rationally that,
by our sacrifices,
we’re really serving
our best interests.

Now the reason I so rigorously ques-
tioned authority—and you’re probably
the same way—wasn’t that I was opposed
to authority per se, but that I didn’t want
to serve another’s interests at the cost of
my own. Certainly consulting and follow-
ing an authority is a convenience we all
enjoy. It makes life simpler in many ways,
and whenever we're able to get accurate,
authoritative knowledge, we feel we have
saved much valuable time.

So the idea of authority we already vol-
untarily accept. It’s the thought of giving
up our personal happiness to satisfy the
dictates of some authority that goes
against our grain. But even that we all ac-
cept under certain conditions. For example,
when we understand that the restrictions a
certain authority places on us are for our
best interest, we accept. Such acceptance,
we feel, isn’t blind or sentimental; it’s based
on knowledge and a clear understanding
that, although we may be foregoing some

immediate temporary gratification, we
are acting in our best interest.

For example, we submit to the some-
times painful treatment of a doctor or den-
tist because we know it’s necessary and in
our best interest. Our medical authorities
explain to us that although they try to
make the surgery or innoculation or what-
ever as painless as possible, it will still hurt
a little; so we have to be tolerant. And the
most cautious free-thinkers among us sub-
mit to painful medical treatment when
we're convinced it’s for our own good.

Consciously or unconsciously, most of
us probably apply this same criterion to
spiritual authority. We’re willing to sac-
rifice, we're willing to submit, we’re will-
ing to undergo difficulties—but we expect
first to be convinced logically and ration-
ally that, by our sacrifices and austerities,
we're really serving our best interests. My
problem, however, (and you may have ex-
perienced the same difficulty) was in find-
ing a spiritual authority that could fully
satisfy me intellectually, that could con-
vince me that my best interests would be
served if I surrendered.

To be sure, I encountered a myriad of re-
ligious dogmas and teachers, but I couldn’t
accept any of them wholeheartedly. And
this is quite common, too, because when-
ever scriptures or church doctrines are
seen as dictating unfair restraints on the
individual’s material life, a great humanis-
tic cry goes up. While the conservatives
may see contraception and abortion, for
example, as immoral and may seek to pro-
hibit them, the humanistic contingent con-
siders the prohibitions themselves to be
immoral, because they appear to limit the
full expression and realization of the indi-
vidual’s potential.

So who or what is our spiritual author-
ity? Should we doubt our scriptures and
church doctrines? And then do we appoint
ourselves as the ultimate authority? Cer-
tainly that appears to be our tendency,
since to alter, interpret, and speculate on
authoritative teachings indicates that we
hold our own ideas in higher regard than
those of the scriptures.

But will we, by our own strength, be
able to free ourselves from spiritual igno-
rance? After all, spiritual subject matter—
the topics discussed by the Naimisaranya
sages and recorded in the Bhagavatam—
is beyond our limited field of sensory per-
ception. The spirit soul is described in
the Vedic literature as avyakta, invisible.
And the supreme spiritual being, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, is de-
scribed as adhoksaja, beyond the material
senses, and acintya, inconceivable by phi-
losophical speculation. Says the Bhagavad-
gita: “The Supreme Truth is beyond the
power of the material senses to see or to
know.”

(continued on page 24)



Simple Living, High Thinking

A Splinter’s Tale

When we’re surrounded by winter’s beauty and danger,
remembering Lord Krsna is both a pleasure and a necessity.

by SURESVARA DASA

Tcmple needs wood! . . . Temple needs
wood!”

As the call echoes across our snow-
capped farm, four men and two boys hop
on an ox-drawn sled and head into the
forest. Stripes of snow on bare branches,
the silence deep and white. Winter’s woods
are an ancient theater for sages seeking
an audience with God. But the medita-
tion offered here is more an adventure.
Today’s revelation: Krsna’s temple needs
firewood.

“Flash! King! Get up!” Vaisnava drives
the oxen forward, and the sled moves
easily over the trail’s snow-paved ruts and
sloughs. Vaisnava tells the boys that King’s
real name is Maharaja. And Flash’s real
name? Flashlight.

Laughter and sunshine
dance in everyone’s eyes.
Then the sun goes in, and a
north wind begins to blow.
The breath of winter chills
the devotees’ hearts and fires
their souls to bring in the
wood. Prabhanu thinks they
can have a load down to the
temple within an hour—if
they don’t get stuck. The
devotees hold on to the
sled’s sideposts and take
their places with the animals
and trees as servants in
Krsna’s kingdom.

“Flash! King! Gee!” The
oxen turn right, “broke to
the word.” As the trail winds

up a steep hill, the oxen pull harder, their
muscles rippling silently in the ascent.
They love to pull—so massive and sub-
missive—hauling sled and people upward
to the snowy summit.

The trail narrows on top as the trees
close in. The forest looks more beautiful
up here. And more dangerous. The devo-
tees duck branches as the oxen move over
snow-covered rocks and stumps. The easy-
loading sled rides barely twenty inches off
the ground. The men jump off and walk by
the oxen, who, surrounded by snow and
trees, depend more than ever on Vaisnava’s
strong commands. The forest will yield its
fuel, but not without a struggle.

The trees are mostly hardwoods—hick-
ory, oak, beech, maple, and more—with

Vaisnava dasa guides the oxen over a snow-covered trail during a run to bring
in wood for the temple.

a few pine and cedar groves. The devotees
have cut selectively. Although from late
fall to early spring they burn ten cords
weekly, seldom do they have to cut up a
whole mature tree just for firewood. Weed
trees, fallen trees, and the topwood of
trees cut for lumber supply nearly all of it.
The Lord brings us here to gather the
wood, and gives us the oxen to haul it
home.

“Whoa!” The party stops in a clearing.
Snowflakes appear, and branches toss
against a grey sky. Logs of locust, dry-
ing for a year in the sun and wind, stand
in stacks, tepee-style. Gudakesa recalls
an Indian massacre. The boys, Purl and
Bala, follow his finger as he points out
stone ruins down in the valley.

“Farmers say the settlers’
ghosts still haunt that place.
First the Indians thought this
land was theirs, then the
settlers, now the farmers—
maybe tomorrow the devel-
opers. Seems people keep
forgetting everything be-
longs to God.”

The boys want to hear
more about the ghosts, but
Gudakesa and the others
start to work loading the
sled. The logs are heavy, the
footing uncertain. The men
work in pairs, flipping extra-
heavy pieces onto the bed
and stacking the sled with

(continued on page 21)
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Curing theVegetarian Blues

Being vegetarian in a nonvegetarian society can be hard —
unless you know the secret of prasadam.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

lancing through a copy of Bon Appetit

the other day, I couldn’t help feeling
how difficult it is to be a vegetarian amidst
our meat-oriented culture. On the maga-
zine’s cover the “Chef of the Month”
beamed as he carved up a well-done veal
roast. The lead story featured the popular
dishes of France—almost all included
meat. The how-to section demonstrated
cuts on a chicken. And ads depicting meat
appeared throughout the magazine.
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Even the classiest restaurants aren’t
prepared for the vegetarian. A vegetarian
friend who was obliged to go to a famous
Italian restaurant for a business lunch told
me of her plight. She said that when she
quietly told the maitre d’ of her dietary
preference, he was beset with anxiety and
hurriedly left to inform the chef. Unfortu-

+ nately, it was too late, and her worst fears

were realized: the melon had prosciutto,
the risotto had shrimp, the vegetable soup

was made from chicken-stock base, and
the Caesar salad had anchovies. (At one
point she overheard the maitre d’ mutter-
ing to himself about the problems people
cause by being different.)

Vegetarian party-goers don’t have it any
easier. They invariably find themselves
conversing about the protein question, the
cholesterol problem, or ethics, and some-
times debating with carnivores who say
vegetables are a bore. Meanwhile, the
hostess is anxious lest her vegetarian guests
starve before the evening is over.

Nonvegetarians feel awkward around
family members who are vegetarian. When
my husband and I go to his parents’ home,
my mother-in-law dutifully brings out her
vegetarian cookbook and, with great trepi-
dation, launches into some vegetarian
dishes, never quite confident that she or
anyone else will be satisfied after a meat-
less meal.

Problems like these can cause all but the
most staunch vegetarians to have second
thoughts or even to break their resolu-
tion from time to time, unless they find
ways to get around these embarrassments.
My vegetarian friend at the fancy Italian
restaurant, for example, pleaded indiges-
tion. Then, while the others ate their
multi-course meal, she ruminated over
cream of potato soup as inconspicuously
as possible. As for nonvegetarian friends
and family members, you can always ask
them to have a stock of fruits and nuts on
hand for you. (Despite your best efforts to
avoid problems, though, you’ll probably
be getting fewer and fewer invitations
from your nonvegetarian friends anyway. )

The best—and most radical —solution
of all, however, is to eat only krsna-
prasadam, food that’s been offered to Lord
Krsna. That may seem too radical, but
only until you taste the rewards. Prasadam
is s0 good, you may not care to eat any-
thing else.

Then as for restaurants, there are lots of
Hare Krsna restaurants (see list on back
cover). If you don’t live near one, you
could visit your local Hare Krsna center.
It’s open seven days a week, and every
center holds a feast on Sunday.

As for parties, Krsna devotees don’t sit
in the corner, mulling over potato soup.
They bring prasadam from their temple
and take pleasure in serving generous
helpings. And after relishing prasadam,
you won't start talking about what you’re
missing by not eating meat. The thought
won’t even occur.

As for family gatherings, you can always
go over to your folks’ house an hour or two
early, prepare some vegetarian dishes,
offer them to Lord Krsna, and serve them
with the meal— or, better yet, as the whole
meal. If you've practiced the recipes we
print here each month, your dishes will

(continued on page 30)



(Recipes by Yamuna-dev1 dast)

Cucumbers in Delicate Broth
(Kakri Ras)

Preparation time: 1 hour
Yield: 5 or 6 small servings

Select firm cucumbers, 6 to 7 inches long with
bright green skins and round ends. If the
cucumbers are filled with seeds, scoop them
out and use only the firm flesh. To remove ex-
cess bitterness, sprinkle the cut cucumbers
with salt and allow them to sit for about 30
minutes; then rinse and cut as directed.

2 tablespoons vegetable oil or ghee (clarified
butter)

Ys-inch square piece of scraped ginger root,
sliced into paper-thin strips

Y to 1 teaspoon fresh hot green chilis, seeded
and sliced into paper-thin strips

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

pinch of asafoetida powder

14 ounces peeled cucumbers, cut into small
sticks or cubes

Y% to 4 teaspoon cayenne or paprika

' teaspoon turmeric powder

2% cups water

1 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons lime juice

1 tablespoon sugar or other sweetener

s teaspoon garam masala, if available

1 to 2 tablespoons minced fresh coriander
or parsley leaves

1. Heat the ghee or oil in a 2-quart sauce-
pan over a medium-high flame until a haze
forms over the surface. Drop in the strips of
ginger and chilis and the cumin seeds, and fry
until the seasonings turn a light golden brown.
Sprinkle in the asafoetida powder, and then
add the cucumbers, the cayenne or paprika,
and the turmeric. Stir-fry for 4 to 5 minutes.

2. Add the water and salt and bring to a full
boil. Reduce the flame to low, cover, and sim-
mer slowly for 20 minutes or until the cucum-
bers are tender and translucent, but not mushy.
Remove the pan from the flame and gently
blend in the lime juice, sweetener, garam
masald, and minced herbs. Cover and allow to
sit for 2 or 3 minutes before offering to Krsna.

Baked Eggplant Halves Stuffed with Fried
Indian Cheese and Tender Chickpeas
(Baigan/ Kabli Chana)

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Baking time: 1 hour
Yield: 2—4 servings

1 medium-size eggplant or 4 baby, round
eggplants, halved lengthwise

1 teaspoon salt

Y4 teaspoon cayenne or paprika powder

Ingredients for the stuffing:

V4 cup vegetable oil or ghee

8 ounces firm, fresh homemade cheese diced
into Y4-inch cubes

1 tablespoon peeled fresh ginger root, minced

14 tablespoon fresh hot green chilis, minced

12 tablespoon cumin seeds

1 teaspoon black mustard seeds

4 teaspoon ajwain seeds, if available

I5 teaspoon asafoetida powder

15 to 18 fresh or dried small, sweet nim leaves

Amedium-size sweet green pepper, cored,
seeded, and chopped coarse

3 medium-size tomatoes, chopped coarse

the pulp from the eggplant, chopped coarse

2% tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley
leaves, minced fine

Y tablespoon coriander powder

¥4 teaspoon turmeric powder

4 cup cooked chickpeas, slightly mashed

1 teaspoon salt

4 cup plain yogurt

sprinkle of paprika and parsley or coriander
sprigs for garnishing

1. Using a small spoon and sharp paring
knife, scoop out the eggplant centers, leaving

shells '4-inch thick. Sprinkle the salt and
cayenne or paprika inside the eggplant shells;
set on absorbent paper towels to drain for
about ' hour. Preheat oven to 375°F.

2. Heat the clarified butter in a 10- to 12-
inch frying pan over a medium-high flame for
1% minutes. Drop in the cheese cubes and fry
for 4 to 7 minutes, gently turning them until
they are crisp and golden brown on all sides.
Transfer with a slotted spoon and set aside.

3. Stir in the ginger root, green chilis, cumin,
black mustard, and ajwain seeds; fry until the
seasoning browns slightly. Toss in the asafoe-
tida powder and sweet nim leaves, fry for a
few seconds, and immediately add the diced
green pepper. Fry until the peppers glisten
and wilt slightly. Add the tomatoes and egg-
plant pulp and fry for about 10 minutes.

4. Add the fresh herbs, coriander powder,

turmeric powder, chickpeas, salt, and fried
cheese cubes. Blend well. Brush the eggplant
shells with ghee or oil and fill with sautéed
stuffing. Place them in a shallow casserole
dish, spoon the yogurt over the top of each
piece, and sprinkle slightly with paprika.

5. Bake uncovered for about 1 hour or until
the shells are fork tender; garnish with fresh
parsley or coriander sprigs and offer to Krsna.

Pineapple and Peas in Almond Broth
(Ananas-Mattar Ras)

Preparation time: 10 to 15 minutes
Cooking time: 30-35 minutes
Yield: 6 to 8 servings

An elegant, succulent blend of sweet pine-
apple, green peas, nuts, and seasonings.
Small servings become a novelty dish on a for-
mal dinner menu. A sweet, golden-ripe pine-
apple is absolutely necessary.

3 tablespoons blanched almonds, halved

3 tablespoons cashews, halved

1 teaspoon sesame seeds

1% teaspoons coriander seeds

1Y% tablespoons fresh or dried powdered
coconut

124 cups water or thin coconut milk

1 teaspoon peeled, minced fresh ginger root

1'4 teaspoons minced, seeded hot green chilis

3 tablespoons vegetable oil or ghee

14 teaspoon black mustard seeds

I/4 teaspoon saffron threads

1%4 teaspoons salt

1 medium-size fresh pineapple, trimmed,
peeled, cored, and cut into Y-inch cubes

¥s cup green peas

3 tablespoons cream

I teaspoon nutmeg

14 teaspoon garam masala

1. Combine % of the nuts, the sesame seeds,
coriander seeds, and dried coconut in an elec-
tric coffee mill and pulverize to a fine powder;
transfer to a small dish. Place ' cup of water
or coconut milk in an electric blender jar, add
the minced ginger and chilis, cover, and blend
on high speed until smooth. Remove the feeder
cap, and by spoonfuls, feed in the pulverized
powdered nut mixture. If necessary, add water
to facilitate blending the mixture into a smooth,
thick puree.

2. Heat the clarified butter or oil in a 3-quart
saucepan over a medium flame for 1% min-
utes. Add the remaining cashews and almonds
and stir-fry until the nuts are golden brown;
remove them with a slotted spoon and set
aside. Raise the flame to medium high, drop
in the black mustard seeds, and fry until they
crackle and sputter; add the smooth, wet nut
puree and a sprinkle of water and stir-fry for
1% to 2 minutes. Add the remaining 14 cups
of water, the saffron threads, and the salt.
Cover and gently boil for about 5 minutes.

3. Add the pineapple and peas. Reduce the
flame to medium-low. Cover and simmer for
20-25 minutes or until the pineapple and peas
are tender. Remove the pan from the flame,
stir in the cream, nutmeg powder, and garam
masala; sprinkle the remaining fried nuts over
the surface as a garnish, and otfer to Krsna.

/
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Vegetarian Blues

(continued from page 10)

take the cake, and you can easily guide the
conversation around the glories of krsna-
prasadam.

What are those glories? Well, they’re
demonstrated in the life of Narada Muni,
one of the greatest devotees of Lord
Krsna. In his former life, Narada was the
son of a maidservant and had no educa-
tion. But once, while his mother was serv-

ing great devotee-sages, Narada helped
her, and sometimes in the absence of his
mother he would serve the great devotees
himself. Narada used to eat the remnants
of their food, and by so doing he became
purified in heart and attracted to devo-
tional service. As he went on eating krsna-
prasadam, he gradually became as pure-
hearted as the sages, always desiring to
hear and chant the glories of the Lord.
Not only for Narada, but for ourselves
as well, prasadam can be the beginning of

our devotional service to Lord Krsna. De-
votional service is the goal of religion
and can be as simple and easy as tasting
palatable dishes.

Although the Vedic literature doesn’t
tell us exactly what dishes Narada first
tasted, here are some that are fit to serve to
devotee-sages—or to your family mem-
bers. If you’re a vegetarian and you've got
the blues because no one else is, offering
these dishes to Krsna and then serving them
to your friends is the perfect remedy. i

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

LETEELSS

I am a professor of political science and
have encountered your Back to Gob-
HEAD magazine many times throughout
the past few years.

It seems that your movement has been
criticized as having rather naive solutions
to the critical world problems of today’s
society. Granted that if everyone in the
world simply meditated upon God and
chanted Hare Krsna, there would be little
need for an international power struggle
between nations; still, the likelihood of
such a utopia is slim.

In the face of perhaps a global nuclear
holocaust, is there any scope within Krsna
consciousness for practical action—say as
in the realm of politics?

Louis M. Nicholson
Chicago, Illinois

OUR REPLY: Yes, we are taking practical
action to solve the critical problems of the
world. Unfortunately, our critics are un-
able to appreciate that we strike at the
heart of the problem.

The heart of the problem facing society
is sense gratification. Thinking that sense
pleasures produce real happiness, people
are feverishly pursuing sense gratification.
And they align themselves with this or that
leader in the hope that he will gratify their
senses. Since all leaders do not agree on
how to derive the optimum sense gratifica-
tion, we have ideological divisions and
conflict. This ongoing struggle has evolved
into the present global nuclear threat.
People need to be educated to understand
that sense gratification is the cause of their
distress and that human life is a rare and
unique opportunity to awaken full God
realization.

Our practical action consists, therefore,
of preaching Bhagavad-gita so that people
can adjust their misguided lives toward
the path of pure devotional service. If the
world’s leaders can somehow be con-
vinced to take to Krsna consciousness,
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then they can organize society around
Krsna conscious ideals. Just as in former
times Lord Krsna convinced Arjuna, a
political leader, to fight for the cause of
God consciousness and defeat the demonic
elements, so our mission is to convince
present-day leaders to do the same. This is
obviously not an easy mission. We require
all the help we can get. Whether one is a
political scientist, philosopher, adminis-
trator, statesman, or warrior, we invite
him to cooperate with our mission to es-
tablish the devotional way of life in all
spheres of society.

We do not expect—nor is it our goal—
that people will sit all day and chant and
meditate on God. But if they have en-
lightened leadership, they can be guided
to work in such a way that all their talents
and resources can be pooled for the pro-
gressive benefit of the social body. This is
practical action—fighting ignorance with
the sword of knowledge.

* * *

I'd like to say that I think BAck To
GODHEAD magazine is the most interest-
ing and fascinating magazine I have ever
read. It is deep, philosophical, and re-
freshing. [ really look forward to getting it
every month. And the Hare Krsna reli-
gion has changed my life and thinking a
great deal.

But T still believe in Christ and the
Bible. So there’s something that has been
bothering me. Can you tell me why the
Second Commandment— “Thou shalt
not take unto thee any graven images” —
appears to contradict the worshiping of
the Deities in your temples? Please let me
know your thoughts.

Della Jarvis
St. Louis, Missouri

OUR REPLY: According to all world scrip-
tures, God, the Supreme Person, is om-

nipotent. There is nothing He cannot do.
He can appear anywhere and anytime,
and He does appear, especially in response
to the prayers of His pure devotees.

The Vedic scriptures of India describe
the personal forms of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Krsna, and His eter-
nal associates in great detail. And the
Vedas assert that when these forms are
fashioned out of material elements like
stone, wood, brass, and so on, Krsna Him-
self, at the request of His pure devotees,
will appear in them to accept our worship.
The Deity forms are therefore not idols
but the Supreme Lord Krsna Himself.
With material vision we are unable to see
the spiritual form of God, but Krsna is so
kind that He agrees to appear in a form
that we can see. So although we should not
imagine a form of God and worship that,
we should understand that Krsna is non-
different from His authorized Deity form
in the temple.

* * *

What a great magazine you have. It’s a
blessing to receive such inspirational mes-
sages and photos every month. As a graphic
artist, I applaud your magazine’s design
and illustrations. Each and every issue is
proof of the living reality of the message of
Swami Prabhupada. Haribol!

Greg Golem

Detroit, Michigan

* * *

I am a United States citizen from India. A
few days back I found the January 1983
issue of BACK To GODHEAD lying on the
road at the University of Maryland cam-
pusin Catonsville, where I was attending a
workshop.

The magazine was fresh and crisp, as if
it had fallen there very recently. I picked it
up instantly and touched the cover picture
of Lord Visnu to my forehead in reverence.

It occurred to me that Lord Krsna wanted
me to have it. Now I want to read all the is-
sues. Therefore please enter my subscrip-
tion right away.

Dharmendra Swarup, M.D.
Rockville, Maryland 4



Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, man and all processes for self-realization are

means “mind” and tra means “freeing.”  compressed into the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”
So a mantra is a combination of transcendental Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-
sounds that frees our minds from the anxieties mantra throughout the Indian subcontinent,
of living in the material world. $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out  “Personality of Godhead, in Your name You

one mantra as the maha (supreme) mantra. have invested all Your transcendental energies.”
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, “These The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
'sixteen words—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are - Lord’s devotional energy. So the mahd-mantra
especially meant for counteracting the ill means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
effects of the present age of quarrel and energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
anxiety.” devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna

The Narada-paficardtra adds, “All mantras  maha-mantra and your life will be sublime.

PHOTO BY AMOGHA DASA
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The Logic of the Unlimited

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and a guest took place in
August 1973 at the Hare Krsna center in
London.

Srila Prabhupada: Modern scientists
say there is no brain behind the crea-
tion. How foolish they are. If we see a
painting, we would not say, “There is no
brain behind this artistic work. It is so
wonderfully painted, yet it has been
created automatically. There is no art-
ist.” This is foolishness.

But the scientists say that there is no
artist behind the creation of a beautiful
flower. Without a brain behind it, how
could such a thing come into existence?
But these rascal scientists do not under-
stand. They say nature produces the
flower. What is nature? Nature is an
instrument, but the brain behind nature
is God.

When you paint a flower with a brush,
the brush is not the creator of that paint-
ing—you are the creator. Similarly, in
the creation of a real flower, nature is
only the brush, but the creator is God.
Guest: No two are the same, are they?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, everything is
full of variety. In one species of rose,
you'll find many varieties. And in the
human species, you will find variety
even between twin brothers.

Guest: And in the spiritual world, are
there also varieties?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. There is un-
limited ananda, or pleasure, and pleasure
means variety. “Variety is the mother of
enjoyment.” For example, from grain,
sugar, and ghee [clarified butter] we can
prepare hundreds of varieties of deli-
cious foods. If you simply try to eat plain
ghee, sugar, and grain, they will not be
enjoyable, but if someone takes them
and prepares varieties of sweets and
then gives them to you upon a plate,
you’ll say, “Oh, these are so nice.” Such
a great variety of foods can be prepared
from these three ingredients.

Similarly, the varieties of things in
this material world are made from eight
basic ingredients, namely five gross ele-
ments and three subtle elements. Earth,
water, fire, air, and ether are the gross
elements, and mind, intelligence, and
ego are the finer elements. This ma-

terial world is simply a combination of
these eight elements.

Now, just as it takes a person with a
brain to combine ingredients in this
world, the whole creation must also
have a big brain behind it. For example,
we use earth, water, and fire to make
this building, this table, this chair, vase,
harmonium, book—so many things.
The ingredients are the same, but our
brain decides how to assemble them
into many varieties of objects. Simi-
larly, this material cosmic manifestation
is full of varieties, and the brain behind
it is Lord Krsna. That is stated in the
Bhagavad-gita [9.10]:

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
Stiyate sa-cardcaram

hetunanena kaunteya
Jagad viparivartate

[To a devotee]: Read the translation.
Devotee: [Reads from the Gita] “This
material nature is working under My di-
rection, O son of Kunti, and it is pro-
ducing all moving and unmoving beings.
By its rule this manifestation is created
and annihilated again and again.”
Guest: Would you say modern science is
only materialism, Srila Prabhupada?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The scientists
are dealing only with earth, water, fire,
air, and ether. That’s all. It’s all material-
ism. They do not know what spiritual-
ism is.

Guest: What makes the scientists do

their work? What motivates them?
Srila Prabhupada: It is the soul. The
soul is a living being with minute inde-
pendence. He desires to work in a cer-
tain way, and nature supplies him with
the facility. For example, earth is not
man’s creation. Earth is God’s creation,
a product of God’s energy. But we use
the earth and mold it into various
forms—pots, dolls, books, and so on.
The ingredients are supplied by God, or
by nature, which is God’s energy, and
we simply transform them. We cannot
actually produce anything. So, like
God, we have creative energy, although
in very minute quantity. Just as God
creates the whole universe by His intel-
ligence, we use our intelligence to
create this table, this pillow, this har-
monium out of God’s energy. That’s all.
Krsna explains all of these things in
the Bhagavad-gita. It contains perfect
information of everything. One has to
study it carefully, that’s all. And you can
consider the philosophy of Bhagavad-
gita with your good logic. For example,
Krsna says, “The material elements are
My energy.” Now, consider the Atlantic
Ocean, a vast body of water. It is
created by God’s energy. Do you accept
that? If you hesitate, what is your
reason?
Guest: Well, one man says one thing,
and another man says another thing. So
many people have different things to
say.
Srila Prabhupada: But it is a question
of logic. From your body, water is pro-
duced, 1s it not?
Guest: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: Urine is coming,
perspiration is coming. These waters
are produced by the energy within your
body. So why can the vast waters of the
Atlantic Ocean not be produced from
God’s energy?
Guest: Yes, truly they could.
Srila Prabhupada: Because God is un-
limited, He has unlimited energy. [ have
limited energy, so I can produce, say,
one pound of urine or one ounce of
perspiration. But if God likes, He can
produce an unlimited quantity of water.
Why only one Atlantic Ocean? He
can produce many millions of Atlantic
Oceans. What is the difficulty in under-
standing this? g
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purdna, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER THREE
The Lord’s Pastimes Out of Vrndavana

As our serialized presentation of the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues,
Uddhava, an intimate associate of Lord Krsna's, tells the great devotee
Vidura about the destruction of the Yadu and Bhoja dynasties.

TEXT 25
T AR RAREET: |
SUTIE G B (o (R
tatah katipayair masair
vrsni-bhojandhakadayah

yayuh prabhdsari sarihrsta
rathair deva-vimohitah

tatah—thereafter; katipayaih—a few: masaih—months passing;
vrsni—the descendants of Vrsni; bhoja—the descendants of Bhoja;
andhaka-adayah—and others, like the sons of Andhaka; yayuh—went;
prabhasam—the place of pilgrimage named Prabhisa; samhrstah—
with great pleasure; rathaih—on their chariots; deva—by Krsna;
vimohitah—bewildered.

TRANSLATION
A few months passed, and then, bewildered by Krsna, all the de-
scendants of Vrsni, Bhoja and Andhaka who were incarnations of
demigods went to Prabhasa, while those who were eternal devotees
of the Lord did not leave but remained in Dvaraka.

TEXT 26

ax aen fi 39 qEwE |
AdfreT FEE TE g ag: 1R8N

tatra snatvd pitin devan
rsiths caiva tad-ambhasa

tarpayitvatha viprebhyo
gavo bahu-guna daduh

tatra—there; sndtva—by taking bath; pitfn—forefathers; devan—
demigods; rsin—great sages; ca—also; eva—certainly; fat—of that;
ambhasa—by the water; tarpayitva—by pleasing; atha—thereupon;
viprebhyah—unto the brahmanas; gavah—cows; bahu-gunah—greatly
useful; daduh—gave in charity.

TRANSLATION

After arriving there, all of them took bath, and with the water of
this place of pilgrimage they offered their respects to the

forefathers, demigods and great sages and thus satisfied them.
They gave cows to the brahmanas in royal charity.

PURPORT

Amongst the devotees of the Lord there are several divisions, mainly
nitya-siddhas and sadhana-siddhas. The nitya-siddha devotees never
fall down to the region of the material atmosphere, even though they
sometimes come onto the material plane to execute the mission of the
Lord. The sadhana-siddha devotees are chosen from the conditioned
souls. Out of the sadhana devotees, there are mixed and pure devotees.
The mixed devotees are sometimes enthusiastic about fruitive activities
and are habituated to philosophical speculation. The pure devotees are
free from all these mixtures and are completely absorbed in the service
of the Lord, regardless of how and where they are situated. Pure devo-
tees of the Lord are not enthusiastic to put aside their service to the Lord
in order to go visit holy places of pilgrimage. A great devotee of the Lord
in modern times, Sri Narottama dasa Thakura, has sung like this: “To
visit holy places of pilgrimage is another bewilderment of the mind be-
cause devotional service to the Lord at any place is the last word in spiri-
tual perfection.”

For pure devotees of the Lord who are comr pletely satisfied with the
transcendental loving service of the Lord, there is hardly any necessity to
visit the various places of pilgrimage. But those who are not so advanced
have the prescribed duties of visiting pilgrimage sites and regularly per-
forming the rituals. The part of the princely order of the Yadu dynasty
who went to Prabhisa performed all duties to be done in a place of
pilgrimage and offered their pious actions to their forefathers and others.

As a rule, every human being is indebted to God, the demigods, great
sages, other living entities, people in general, forefathers, etc., for
various contributions received from them. Thus everyone is obliged to
repay the debt of gratitude. The Yadus who went to the Prabhasa
pilgrimage site performed their duties by distributing land, gold, and
well-nourished cows in royal charity, as described in the following verse.

TEXT 27
i W i e |
A TR F01 SRT TR 112001
hiranyari rajatari sayyam
vds@msy ajina-kambaldn
yéanar rathan ibhdan kanya
dharar vrtti-karim api

hiranyam—gold; rajatam—gold coins; Sayyam—bedding; vasarsi—
clothing; ajina—animal skin for seats; kambalan—blankets; yanam—
horses; rathan—chariots; ibhdn—elephants; kanyah—girls; dharam—

land; vrtti-karim—to provide livelihood; api—also.

TRANSLATION

The brahmanas were not only given well-fed cows in charity,
but also gold, gold coins, bedding, clothing, animal-skin
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seats, blankets, horses, elephants, girls and sufficient land for
maintenance.

PURPORT

All these charities were meant for the brahmanas, whose lives were
devoted entirely to the welfare of society, both spiritually and materially.
The brahmanas were not giving their services as paid servants, but the
society provided them with all necessities. It was arranged for some of
the brahmanas, who were in difficulty for marriage, to be given girls,
The brahmanas, therefore, had no economic problems. The ksatriya
kings and rich mercantile men would provide them with all that they
needed, and in exchange the brahmanas were completely devoted to the
elevation of society. That was the way of social cooperation between the
different castes. When the bréhmana class or caste gradually became
easygoing, being fed by the society although they had no brahminical
qualifications, they degraded themselves into brahma-bandhus, or dis-
qualified brahmanas, and thus other members of society also gradually
fell down from the social standard of progressive life. As described in
Bhagavad-gitd, the caste system is the creation of the Lord and is ar-
ranged according to the quality of work rendered to society and not in
terms of birthright, as falsely claimed in the present degraded society.

TEXT 28

a% S T G WOEE |
wfiteE: e AEh gEhe 1R

annar coru-rasarn tebhyo
dattva bhagavad-arpanam

go-viprarthasavah Sirah
pranemur bhuvi mirdhabhih

annam—foodstuff; ca—also; wru-rasam—highly delicious; te-
bhyah—unto the brahmanas; dattva—after supplying; bhagavai-
arpanam—which was first offered to the Personality of Godhead; go—
cows; vipra— brahmanas; artha—purpose; asavah—purpose of living;
surah—all the valiant Fksatriyas; pranemuh—offered obeisances;

bhuvi—touching the ground: miirdhabhih—with their heads.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter they offered the brahmanas highly delicious food-
stuffs first offered to the Personality of Godhead and offered their
respectful obeisances by touching their heads to the ground. They
lived perfectly by protecting the cows and the brahmanas.

PURPORT

The behavior exhibited by the descendants of Yadu in the pilgrimage
site of Prabhasa was highly cultured and exactly to the point of human
perfection. The perfection of human life is attained by following three
principles of civilization: protecting the cows, maintaining the brahmini-
cal culture and, above all, becoming a pure devotee of the Lord. Without
becoming a devotee of the Lord, one cannot perfect one’s human life.
The perfection of human life is to be elevated to the spiritual world,
where there is no birth, no death, no disease and no old age. That is the
highest perfectional aim of human life. Without this aim, any amount of
material advancement in so-called comforts can only bring the defeat of
the human form of life.

Brahmanas and Vaisnavas do not accept any foodstuff which is not
first offered to the Personality of Godhead. Foodstuff offered to the Lord
is accepted by the devotees as the mercy of the Lord. After all, the Lord
supplies all kinds of foodstuff, both to the human being and to other
animals. A human being must be conscious of the fact that all foodstuffs,
namely grains, vegetables, milk, water, etc.—the prime necessities of
life—are supplied for mankind by the Lord, and such foodstuffs cannot
be manufactured by any scientist or nfaterialist in a laboratery or factory
established by human effort. The intelligent class of men are called
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brahmanas, and those who have realized the Absolute Truth in His
supreme personal feature are called Vaisnavas. But both of them accept
foodstuffs which are the remnants of sacrifice. Sacrifice is ultimately
meant to satisfy the yajna-purusa, Visnu. In Bhagavad-gita (3.13) it is
said that one who accepts foodstuffs as the remnants of sacrifice is freed
from all sinful reactions, and one who cooks foodstuffs for maintenance
of his body takes in all kinds of sins, which lead only to suffering. The
foodstuffs prepared by the Yadus at the Prabhasa pilgrimage site to offer
to the bona fide brahmanas there were all offered to the Personality of
Godhead, Visnu. The Yadus offered their sincere obeisances by touching
their heads to the ground. The Yadus or any enlightened family in Vedic
culture are trained for attainment of human perfection by total coopera-
tion of service between the different divisions of social orders.

The word uru-rasam is also significant here. Hundreds of delicacies
can be prepared simply by the combination of grains, vegetables and
milk, All such preparations are in the mode of goodness and therefore
may be offered to the Personality of Godhead. As stated in Bhagavad-
gitd (9.26), the Lord accepts only foodstuffs which are within the range
of fruits, flowers, leaves and liquids, provided they are offered in com-
plete devotional service. Devotional service is the only criterion for a
bona fide offering to the Lord. The Lord assures that He positively eats
such foodstuffs offered by the devotees. So, judging from all sides, the
Yadus were perfectly trained civilized persons, and their being cursed by
the brahmana sages was only by the desire of the Lord; the whole inci-
dent was a warning to all concerned that no one should behave lightly
with brahmanas and Vaisnavas.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Third
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Lord’s Pastimes Out
of Vrndavana.”

CHAPTER FOUR
Vidura Approaches Maitreya

TEXT 1
IET I

w%maﬁrmﬁmamuﬁql
T fesifiaaen geshad qegE: |2 1l

uddhava ucava
atha te tad-anuiata
bhultva pitvd ca varunim
tayd vibhramsita-jnana
durultair marma pasprsuh

uddhavah uvaca—Uddhava said; atha—thereafter; te—they (the
Yadavas); tat—by the brahmanas; anwjndtah—being permitted:
bhuktva—after partaking; pitva—drinking; ca—and; varupim—Ii-
quor; taya—by that; vibhramsita-jianah—being bereft of knowledge;
duruktaih—with harsh words; marma—the core of the heart;
pasprsuh—touched.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, all of them [the descendants of Vrsni and Bhoja],
being permitted by the brahmanas, partook of the remnants of
prasida and also drank liguor made of rice. By drinking they all
became delirious, and, bereft of knowledge, they touched the
cores of each other’s hearts with harsh words.

PURPORT

In ceremonies when brahmanas and Vaisnavas are sumptuously fed,
the host partakes of the remnants of foodstuff after the guest has given
permission. So the descendants of Vrsni and Bhoja formally took permis-
sion from the brahmanas and ate the prepared foodstuff. Ksatriyas are
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permitted to drink at certain occasions, so they all drank a kind of light
liquor made of rice. By such drinking they became delirious and bereft
of sense, so much so that they forgot their relationship with one another
and used harsh words which touched the cores of each other’s hearts.
Drinking is so harmful that even such a highly cultured family becomes
affected by intoxication and can forget themselves in a drunken state.
The descendants of Vrsni and Bhoja were not expected to forget them-
selves in this way, but by the will of the Supreme it happened, and thus
they became harsh towards one another.

TEXT 2

W WEERT A |
et WRERERE 7@ 1 R )

tesarh maireya-dosena
visamikrta-cetasam

nimlocati ravav dsid
veminam iva mardanam

tesam—of them; maireya—of intoxication; dosena—by the faults;
visamikrta—became unbalanced; cetasim—of those of whom the
minds; nimlocati—sets; ravau—the sun; asit—takes place; vepiinam—
of the bamboos; iva—as; mardanam—destruction.

TRANSLATION

As by the friction of bamboos destruction takes place, so also, at
sunset, by the interaction of the faults of intoxication, all their

minds became unbalanced, and destruction took place.

PURPORT

When there is need of fire in the forest, by the will of the Supreme it
takes place due to friction among the bamboos. Similarly, the descen-
dants of Yadu were all destroyed by the will of the Lord by the process of
self-destruction. Just as there is no possibility of a fire’s occuring deep in
the forest due to human effort, so also there was no power in the uni-
verse which could vanquish the descendants of Yadu, who were pro-
tected by the Lord. The Lord wanted them to be so destroyed, and thus
they obeyed His order, as indicated by the word tad-anujiiata.

TEXT 3
VAT AR 91 T & |
WEfgrgE  IegegREg | 2

bhagavan svatma-mayaya
gatim tam avalokya sah

sarasvatim upaspréya
vrksa-milam upavisat

bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead; sva-atma-mayayih—by His
internal potency; gatim—the end; tam—that; avalokya—foreseeing;
sah—He (Krsna): sarasvatim—the River Sarasvati: upasprsya—after
sipping water; vrksa-mizlam—at the foot of a tree; upavisat—sat down.

TRANSLATION
The Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, after foreseeing
the end [of His family] by His internal potency, went to the bank
of the River Sarasvati, sipped water, and sat down underneath a
tree.

PURPORT

All the above-mentioned activities of the Yadus and Bhojas were exe-
cuted by the internal potency of the Lord because He wanted them to be
dispatched to their respective abodes after He had finished His mission of
descent. They were all His sons and grandsons and were given complete
protection by the paternal affection of the Lord. How they could be van-
quished in the presence of the Lord is answered in this verse: everything
was done by the Lord Himself (svatma-mdyayah). The Lord’s family

members were either incarnations of His plenary expansions or demigods
from the heavenly planets, and thus before His departure He separated
them by His internal potency. Before being dispatched to their respective
abodes, they were sent to the holy place of Prabhasa, where they
performed pious activities and took food and drink to their heart’s con-
tent. It was then arranged for them to be sent back to their abodes so that
others could see that the powerful Yadu dynasty was no longer in the
world. In the previous verse, the word anujidta, indicating that the
whole sequence of events was arranged by the Lord, is significant. These
particular pastimes of the Lord are not a manifestation of His external
energy, or material nature. Such an exhibition of His internal poteney is
eternal, and therefore one should not conclude that the Yadus and Bhojas
died in a drunken state in an ordinary fratricidal war, Sri Jiva Gosvami
comments on these incidents as magical performances.

TEXT 4.
AqE AR WEAT ATAAERD 3 |
TH & FAE @ge wwEEm R

aham cokto bhagavata
prapannarti-harena ha

badarim tvarh prayahiti
sva-kulam sanjihirsuna

aham—I; ca—and; uktah—was told: bhagavata—by the Supreme
Lord; prapanna—of the surrendered; arti-harena—hy He who is the
vanquisher of the distresses; ha—indeed; badarim—to Badari; tvam—
you; prayahi—should go; iti—thus; sva-kulam—His own family:
sanjihirsuna—who desired to destroy.

TRANSLATION
The Lord is the vanquisher of the distresses of one who is sur-

rendered unto Him. Thus He who desired to destroy His family
told me previously to go to Badarikasrama.

PURPORT
While at Dvaraka, Uddhava was warned to avoid the distresses which
were to follow the disappearance of the Lord and the destruction of the
Yadu dynasty. He was advised to proceed to Badarikasrama because there
he could associate with the devotees of Nara-Narayana, and in their
association of devotional service he could increase his eagerness for
chanting, hearing, knowledge and detachment.

TEXT 5

GRIIRY RO SIFrEARH |
THAISRE A TR 14 )
tathapi tad-abhipretari
Jjanann aham arindama
prsthato ‘nvagamar bhartuh
pada-vislesanaksamah

tathd@ api—yet, in spite of; tai-abhipretam—His desire; janan—
knowing; aham—I; arim-dama—O subduer of the enemy (Vidura);
prsthatah—behind; anvagamam—followed; bhartuh—of the master;
pada-vislesana—separation from His lotus feet; aksamah—not being
able.

TRANSLATION

Yet in spite of my knowing His desire [to destroy the dynasty], O
Arindama [Vidura], I followed Him because it was impossible for
me to bear separation from the lotus feet of the master.

TEXT 6
AXIARAE T ST i |
Atahd @Al Hakanwaaq | & |l
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[Canto 3, Ch. 4, Text9]

adraksam ekam dasinam
vicinvan dayitamh patim

Sri-niketarh sarasvatyam
krta-ketam aketanam

adraksam—I saw; ekam—alone; dsindm—sitting; vicinvan—deeply
thinking; dayitam—patron; patim—master; sri-niketam—the shelter of
the goddess of fortune; sarasvatydm—on the bank of the Sarasvati;
krta-ketam—taking shelter; aketanam—being situated without a
shelter.

TRANSLATION
Thus following, I saw my patron and master [Lord Sri Krsna]
sitting alone and deeply thinking, taking shelter on the bank of

the River Sarasvati although He is the shelter of the goddess of
fortune.

PURPORT

Those who are in the renounced order of life often take shelter under-
neath a tree. The Lord was found by Uddhava in that condition of taking
shelter as do persons who have no shelter. Because He is the proprietor of
everything, everywhere is His shelter, and everywhere is under His
shelter. The entire material and spiritual cosmic manifestation is sus-
tained by Him, and therefore He is the shelter of everything. So there
was nothing astonishing in His taking shelter in the way of the
unsheltered who are in the renounced order of life.

TEXT 7

WA 6 sawaRnaEay |
Fiffaghififid  dawtameam = 1ol

Syamdvaddtar virajari
prasantaruna-locanam

dorbhis caturbhir viditarn
pita-kausambarena ca

Syama-avadatam—beautiful with black color; virajam—formed of
pure goodness; prasanta—peaceful; aruna—reddish; locanam—eyes;
dorbhih—by the arms; caturbhih—four; viditam—being recognized:
pita—yellow; kausa—silken; ambarena—with garments; ea—and.

TRANSLATION
The Lord’s body is blackish, but is eternal, full of bliss and
knowledge, and very, very beautiful. His eyes are always peaceful,
and they are reddish like the rising morning sun. I could im-
mediately recognize Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead
by His four hands, different symbolic representations, and yellow
silk garments.

TEXT 8
T SEAMPRT  ERTEETeey |
AMOAMRAAET Ty || < ||

vama drav adhisritya
daksinanghri-saroruham

apasritarbhakasvattham
akrsam tyakta-pippalam

vime—on the left; irau—thigh; adhisritya—placed on; daksina-

anghri-saroruham—the right lotus foot; apdsrita—taking rest against;
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arbhaka—young: asvattham—banyan tree; akrsam—cheerful; tyakta—
having left; pippalam—household comforts.

TRANSLATION
The Lord was sitting, taking rest against a young banyan tree,
with His right lotus foot on His left thigh, and although He had
left all household comforts, He looked quite cheerful in that
posture.

PURPORT

According to Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura, the Lord’s sitting
posture—keeping His back against the newly grown banyan tree—is also
meaningful. Asvattha, the banyan tree, is so called because the tree does
not die very quickly; it continues to live for many, many years. His legs
and their energies are the material ingredients, which are five in all:
earth, water, fire, air and sky. The material energies represented by the
banyan tree are all products of His external potency and are therefore
kept to His back. And because this particular universe is the smallest of
all, the banyan tree is therefore designated as small, or as a child.
Tyakta-pippalam indicates that He had now finished His pastimes in this
particular small universe, but since the Lord is absolute and eternally
blissful, there is no difference between His leaving or accepting some-
thing. The Lord was now prepared to leave this particular universe and
go into another, just as the sun rises on one particular planet and sets in
another simultaneously but does not change its own situation.

TEXT 9

AMEMEET STEHEERAT |
IFFATIE g AmEE T Q||

tasmin maha-bhagavato
dvaipdyana-suhrt-sakha

lokan anucaran siddha
asasada yadrechayd

tasmin—then; mahd-bhagavatah—a great devotee of the Lord;
dvaipdyana—of Krsna-dvaipiyana Vyasa; suhrt—a well-wisher; sa-
kha—a friend; lokdn—the three worlds; anucaran—traveling; sid-
dhe—in that dsrama; dsasdda—arrived; yadrechaya—by his own per-
fect accord.

TRANSLATION

At that time, after traveling in many parts of the world,
Maitreya, a great devotee of the Lord and a friend and well-wisher
of the great sage Krsna-dvaipayana Vyasa, reached that spot out of
his own perfect accord.

PURPORT

Maitreya was one of the disciples of Maharsi Parasara, the father of
Vyasadeva. Thus Vyasadeva and Maitreya were friends and mutual well-
wishers. By some fortunate accident, Maitreya reached the place where
Lord Sri Krsna was resting. To meet the Lord is not an ordinary incident.
Maitreya was a great sage and a learned scholar-philosopher but not a
pure devotee of the Lord, and therefore his meeting with the Lord at that
time may have been due to ajfidta-sukrti, or some unknown devotional
service. Pure devotees always engage in pure devotional activities, and
therefore their meeting with the Lord is natural. But when those who are
not up to that standard meet the Lord, it is due to the unforesee fortune
of accidental devotional service.

(continued in next issue)



Miami— The ISKCON Food for Life pro-
gram is in full swing here and in other
cities across the United States and abroad.
Making use of surplus food from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture as well as other
donated food, devotees cook simple dishes,
offer them to Lord Krsna, and then take
the delicious prasadam out to parks and
other public places for free distribution.

In Miami, seven days a week now for
one year, Ananda-sindhu dasa has been
singlehandedly cooking prasadam, trans-
porting it to Bayfront Park, and distribut-
ing it to about eighty people each day. (On
Sundays twice that number partake.)

In Philadelphia, Visnor-aradhanam dasa
and Candrika-devi dasi head up the pro-
gram. Says Candrika, “We've had an over-
whelmingly favorable response from both
the government and the people. The gov-
ernment has provided huge quantities of
free surplus foodstuffs, and the people we
serve are so enthusiastic about prasadam
that we’re distributing every day of the
week.

“When I began to search for an indoor
location for the winter, many leading
Philadelphians became familiar with the
Food for Life program. Quite a few or-
ganizations and churches offered us the use
of their facilities, including the Philadel-
phia Citywide Development Corporation.”

In Paris, Hari-vilasa dasa runs a program
that features not only free prasadam but
also the chanting of Hare Krsna, diorama
displays, and Krsna conscious literature in
six languages. Attracted by the sound of
the chanting, crowds of people in the Cen-
tre Pompidou—a cultural center drawing
eight million visitors a year— gather within
minutes to see the displays and receive
free copies of Srila Prabhupada’s books in
French, English, Arabic, Spanish, Hun-
garian, and Armenian. Hari-vilasa, presi-
dent of France's Spiritual Sky Scented
Products, helped finance the printing of
these books and personally distributes
them. Meanwhile his wife, Parijata-devi
dasi, distributes prasadam to hundreds of
hungry Parisians and tourists.

“I want to show that the Hare Krsna
movement is giving to the world,” Hari-
vilasa said. “Actually in the Vedic culture,
every householder distributes prasadam
according to his means.”

A delighted recipient of Krsna’s prasadam at the Centre Pompidou in Paris.

New BBT Publications

Sanskrit and to Srila Prabhupada’s original
dictation.

Also new from the BBT is Uniting Two
Worlds, the sixth and final volume of Srila
Prabhupada’s biography, Srila Prabhu-
pada-lilamrta, by Satsvariipa dasa Go-
swami. In reviewing Uniting Two Worlds,
Professor Shaligram Shukla of Georgetown
University said, “It tells of his [Srila Prabhu-
pada’s] distribution of spiritual knowledge
through his writings, of his struggle to estab-
lish the Krsna consciousness movement in
his native country, India, and of his avert-

Los Angeles—The Bhaktivedanta Book ing a potential schism among his followers.
Trust (BBT) recently published a second Through all these events he emerges an
edition of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad- imaginative, resourceful teacher equipped

gita As It Is (250,000 copies). Since 1972, with the deepest understanding of his tra-
when the Macmillan Company published dition; and thus we see how this indomit-
the first unabridged edition, the book has able personality imparted stability and
been printed in over forty languages. Srila confidence to all who contacted him. . . .
Prabhupada was pleased with the first edi- Read his story and you will be convinced
tion, even though the inexperience of the that his teachings and his example shed a
new American disciples who assisted him calm, gentle light on the face of troubled
in preparing the manuscript was evident. humanity.”

In the second edition the word-for-word Another new book is the condensation
Sanskrit-English equivalents are clearer of the Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, entitled
and more precise. And in places the trans- Prabhupada (300,000) copies. The BBT
lations, though already correct, have been will soon print translations of Prabhupada
revised to come closer to the original in Italian, Spanish, German, and Chinese.
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Every Town and Village

ISKCON Initiates Tours to Unite East and West

Gunarnava dasa (seated at center) and members of the Vrndavana Cooperative Trust’s first cultural
exchange tour in Paris last fall. Similar tours are scheduled to begin in April this year.

Vrndavana, India— Twenty-five ISKCON
life members from all over India toured
Europe last fall as part of an intercultural
program sponsored by the Vrndavana
Cooperative Trust, a branch of ISKCON
especially dedicated to East-West cultural
exchange. Gunarnava dasa, a senior devo-
tee in ISKCON with many years experi-
ence in India, explained his reasons for
the tour: Srila Prabhupada was eager to
see that life members—who do so much
to support our society—be kept in tune
with our activities around the world. After
working in India for so many years, I felt
that our life members there weren’t get-
ting enough opportunity to understand
the scope of Srila Prabhupada’s society.
So I thought, ‘Let me organize international
tours. And let’s begin with Europe.’”

With the assistance of travel agents in
New Delhi and ISKCON devotees through-
out Europe, Gunarnava carefully planned
a three-week tour through Italy, Switzer-
land, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and
France, including overnight accomodations
at four- and five-star hotels and multi-
course midday meals at ISKCON centers
in each country. The cuisine was an impor-
tant part of the tour, since, as devout fol-
lowers of India’s ancient Vedic culture,
most of ISKCON's life members are life-
long vegetarians.

In a travel brochure printed for the tour
by Japan Air Lines, Gunarnava explained,
“In the midst of your visit to the Italian art
treasures, the French chateaus and cathe-
drals, the English palaces and gardens, you
will also find a new wave of spiritual aware-
ness. Take darsana of exquisite Radha-
Krsna Deities, relish delicious, vegetarian
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prasadarm cooked in both Indian and West-
ern styles, and enjoy the association of
Vaisnava devotees.”

The tour members met Gunarnava in
Delhi and flew to Rome. Arriving at four
in the morning, they were greeted at the
airport by ISKCON devotees, who gar-
landed them with flowers. Later that day,
after touring Rome, the life members rode
in an air-conditioned bus to the ISKCON
center on the outskirts of the city for a
sumptuous feast of krsna-prasadam (food
offered to Krsna).

The tour continued in this way—visit-
ing ISKCON centers as well as many tradi-
tional European landmarks. In fact, some

of the ISKCON centers are themselves
European landmarks. Villa Vrndavana,
near Florence, is a renaissance palace
once owned by political theorist Niccolo
Machiavelli, and has now been trans-
formed into a spiritual center for painting,
sculpture, and the Vedic arts. And the
Chateau d’Ermenonville, near Paris, was
once the castle of French kings and the
home of philosopher Jean Jacques Rous-
seau. Itis now being restored by ISKCON
devotees to serve as a museum of Vedic
history.

“The members were very inspired,” said
Gunarnava. “They couldn’t believe that
ISKCON was so well-situated in Europe.
They were wonder-struck at how the devo-
tees were preaching very vigorously and
spreading Vedic culture.

“Prabhupada very much wanted this
cultural exchange program: those in India
visiting our centers in America and Europe,
and those in the West visiting our cen-
ters in India. Prabhupada wanted East
and West to combine under the one flag of
ISKCON.

“Srila Prabhupada traveled around the
world many times,” Gunarnava continued,
“and his preaching created a new order of
holy places. London, New York, Paris,
Rome, and other great cities of the world
have been blessed by his lotus feet and
made into places of pilgrimage.”

Upon returning to India, Gunarnpava re-
ceived enthusiatic letters of appreciation
from all the members of this first tour.
This year, beginning in April, he plans to
lead similar tours, and he foresees taking
ISKCON life members throughout both
Europe and America.

For ISKCON's purely vegetarian life members, delicious krsna-prasadam, cooked and served by devo-
tees, highlighted the tour. Here members relish prasadam at the ISKCON center in Amsterdam.




A Splinter’s Tale

(continued from page 9)
eight-foot lengths. Locust has a straight
grain, and big men like Gudakesa can split
a log with one swing of the axe. The devo-
tees load the sled to capacity and wrap the
logs with a heavy chain.

“Flash! King! Get up!” Vaisnava,
Gudakesa, and the boys head back to the
temple with the wood, but Prabhanu and
Gita stay to chop down a dead oak. The
shortage of woodsmen the last couple of
seasons has begun to tell. The temple is
down toits last cord, the forest cutting toa
few tepee stacks. To stay warm the rest
of the winter, the devotees will have to
hustle.

“Cut a wedge on the pond side of the
trunk,” Prabhanu tells Gita. “See how the
tree is leaning that way? Then make a
felling cut on the opposite side about
two inches above the wedge. The leader
branches should have a clear fall into the
snow.”

Chop. . . . Chop. . . . Gita’s axe gashes
the dead oak’s trunk. Fifty feet up, flying
squirrels spring away and glide to safety in a
nearby maple. The babies don’t make it and
fall into the snow. Chop. . . . Chop. . . .
“Heads up!” Gita jumps back as a pine
bough crashes into the snow in front of
him.

“A widow’s limb,” says Prabhanu. “Must
have got caught up there last month when
I felled that pine. Loose limbs like that kill
lumberjacks every year. Never work in
the woods alone.™

Yet the solitude of the woods draws us,
Prabhanu reflects, to be with God in His
kingdom. “There is another nature,” says
Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita, “which
is eternal and is transcendental to this
manifested and unmanifested matter.” As
the pond reflects the oak, so nature re-
flects eternity. Her beauty is Krsna’s invi-
tation to come home, her danger a warning
lest we refuse. Like the trees, the bigger
we are in this world, the harder we fall.

As Gita chops away, the ninety-foot oak
leans farther and farther, then falls into the
snow. Where a tree once stood, only silent
space remains, filling with snowflakes.

“The wood’s probably down to the
temple by now,” says Gita hopefully.

But it’s not. Just a hundred yards away,
the sled is stuck on a big stump. Vaisnava
and Gudakesa have been trying to hatchet
the front crossbar free, but to no avail. The
loaded sled is too heavy for the oxen to
back it up. Vaisnava has another idea. He
unhitches the oxen, walks them behind the
load, and wraps their chain around the rear
crossbar. At his command, the oxen pull
the sled off the stump. Vaisnava hitches
the oxen around front again. Then—
snap!—the key holding King’s collar in
the yoke breaks. Vaisnava whittles a

splinter key and hopes it will last the trip
back.

“Flash! King! Ready . . . Get up!” The
oxen pull the load with their powerful
necks and shoulders, the yoke creaking
in the wind. Snow swirls and dashes their
faces. Steaming backs humped, slaver
icicles crusting their chins, the oxen lean
forward, their eyes slit in concentration as
they pull.

Alive to the struggle, the devotees sweat
heavily inside their woolens. “Wood warms
us twice,” as the saying goes. And the first
warmth, when we chop the wood and team
it home, is the most purifying and memor-
able. Industrialists have contrived easier
ways for us to stay warm. No doubt. But
when we let technology comfort us, do we
really master nature or just juggle the

The two boys hang
on for dear life as the
sled hurtles left and
right with terrific
momentum. They
have barely missed
some twenty trees.
As the sled careens
toward the elm, the
boys’ eyes open wide.

struggle. After all, we still have to pay the
bills. We still have to grow old. Since time
is the fire in which we all burn, what better
way to use our time than to work with
Mother Nature and go back to Godhead?
Without Krsna consciousness, a modern
hearth is little more than a convenient
place to die.

“Whoa!” The party stops at the cross-
trails, the summit of the quarter-mile slope.
Snow sweeps the hill from top to bottom.
High on the right, another bough breaks
loose and falls with a whistling whoosh!

“Easy, boys, easy!” Vaisnava stays in
front of the oxen and eases them down the
steep trail. Gudakesa walks alongside the
sled, while Puri and Bala joggle up top
with the wood. “Easy!” Snow—in the pull-
ing a beauty, in the braking a beast.

Suddenly King is out of the yoke. The
splinter key has snapped, King’s collar
fallen in the snow. Vaisnava grabs King’s
side of the yoke and starts to run downbhill
with Flash. Gudakesa catches King by the
halter and moves out of the way.

“Whoa, Flash!” Vaisnava lashes Flash
on the nose. Useless. Flash can’t slow the
full load alone. The sled’s tongue is push-
ing the yoke with tremendous weight,
goading Flash faster and faster down the
hill.

“Haw! Gee!” Puri and Bala hang on for
dear life as the sled hurtles left and right
with terrific momentum. The woods seem
to riot in the wind, blustering snow on the
breakneck slalom. Vaisnava is a good
driver, but he's no ox. How long can he
keep his balance, running down the icy
ridges?

The sled has barely missed some twenty
trees. Flash is having trouble turning left,
and up ahead a big elm stands close on the
right, where the trail turns sharply left.
Before Vaisnava can give the command to
turn, he falls. The sled nearly crushes him
as he rolls over in the snow, hollering,
“Haw! Haw!” As the sled careens toward
the elm, the boys’ eyes open wide.

“KRSNA!”

That evening at the temple, the Krsna
Deity shines like the full moon. Locust
burns brightly in the furnace, its smoke
curling up to the stars.

Inside, Vaisnava sips hot milk and tells
the devotees about the yoke keys that
snapped and how he ran downhill with
Flash. He picks up a splinter of kindling
and spans it between two fingers.

“When I fell, that’s how close the sled
came to running over me.”

“Amazing!” says Gita. “That’s how close
the widow’s limb came to falling on my
head.”

Purt and Bala, who have been listening
at the keyhole in their pajamas, suddenly
burst into the room.

“Amazing!” says Bala. “That’s how
close we came to hitting the elm!”

“Hey, you rascals are supposed to be
asleep,” says Prabhanu. “All right, Puri.
What does our protector, Lord Krsna, tell
us about Himself in the Bhagavad-gita?”

“The splendor of the sun, ” quotes Puri,
“which dissipates the darkness of this
whole world, comes from Me. And the
splendor of the moon and the splendor of
fire are also from Me. And whoever at the
time of death quits his body remembering
Me at once attains My nature. Of this
there is no doubt.”

The devotees turn in, tired but inspired.
Krsna consciousness saves us from the
forest of material life—a splinter’s tale of
hard knocks and broken dreams—where
time cuts everyone down. Heads touch pil-
lows, and everyone falls fast asleep. The last
to bed, Vaisnava points his toes towards
the wood-burning stove.

“My dear Krsna,” he prays, “You are
my wonderful Lord. And from this day
on, I'm Yours.” o
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THE VEDIC

Transcendental Comment

GRENADA: SAVED
OR ENSLAVED?

by Kundali dasa

he American invasion cum “rescue”

that catapulted the tiny island nation
of Grenada into world news headlines last
fall affected my life considerably. Now,
for as long as I live, I may never again be
greeted by vacant looks when I have occa-
sion to tell someone I'm from Grenada.
Now everyone knows about the island —
its location, size, population, and national
language. They also know that it’s pro-
nounced Gre-nay-da and not Gra-nah-da.
This may not seem like much, but I con-
sider it a boon. From now on my life will
be easier, at least when I apply for visas or
go through immigration checks. But there’s
another aspect of the Grenada invasion
that is of far greater significance. In fact,
its magnitude is almost inestimable. Let
me explain.

Many of my friends, knowing I was born
and educated in Grenada, solicited my
thoughts on the recent political strife there.
Usually they would ask whether I was
critical, as they were, of America’s inter-
vention in the internal affairs of my coun-
try. A few of them were curious to know if
I was glad that Grenada had been saved
from Marxism and from Cuban-Soviet ex-
pansionism. I explained that I had not
taken any side in the matter. But I also
explained that I nevertheless felt a mix-
ture of anguish and joy over the episode.
Anguish [ felt because the Grenada issue
was symptomatic of the nescience that di-
vides the people of the world into conflict-
ing parties and checks the progress of
human society toward peace. But I felt joy
at having been freed from such nescience.

Of course most people have a deep-
rooted love for the country of their birth.
Many men have achieved “immortality™
because of the heroic feats they performed
in the name of home and country. The
Japanese, for example, used to consider it
glorious to die for the emperor. Every na-
tion has its slogans, heroes, and customs
around which their patriotic pride revolves.
And every nation has its Stars and Stripes
Forever, its Deutschland, Deutschland
Uber Alles!” In Grenada it was, “Isle of
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Spice with Everything Nice."”

I also used to be quite a nationalist.
Hailing from such an obscure place as
Grenada, I had to bolster my sense of
identity and self-esteem with intense patri-
otic pride to compensate for the utter in-
significance of my homeland. And had I
not learned Vedic philosophy I would still
be caught fast in the grip of that illusion.

The Vedic philosophical system teaches
that at the core of our patriotic zeal is the

where Lord Krsna presides eternally as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the
object of loving service and devotion for
all the eternally liberated souls. But by our
independent volition, we have chosen to
leave the spiritual world and sojourn in
the material world, seeking an alternative
to pure devotion to Krsna. Therefore we
are obliged to accept a material body,
birth after birth. Once incarcerated within
the material body, the spirit soul forgets

false assumption that we are our bodies.
Because we assume the body to be our
true identity, the nation, state, county,
city or town, street, block, building, race,
and family of our birth all take on a special
significance to us. We think we owe our
existence to all these things, and we come
to regard them as almost worshipable. But
when we understand our identity as sepa-
rate from the body, then all our bodily des-
ignations are clearly of little value.
According to the Vedic literature, our
true identity is as nonphysical sparks of
pure consciousness, eternal and sentient.
Our existence and enjoyment, therefore,
are not dependent upon our having a ma-
terial body. As nonmaterial (spiritual) be-
ings, we belong in the spiritual world,

his original identity and mistakenly con-
siders the material body to be himself. He
then indulges in various pursuits of sense
pleasure, gratifying his material senses
while neglecting his true self.

When forgetful souls team up in
groups— according to race or ideology—
they divide and lay claim to the world,
with an intent to exploit its resources. But
their attempts result in anxiety, due to
conflicting interests for ownership and
control. The present global chess game
between the capitalists and the commu-
nists, for instance, is based on such a con-
ception. Constant rivalry creates a universal
tension and deviates humanity from the
real human mission, which is to return to
the transcendental spiritual world.



OBSERVER

ary on the Issues of the Day

i

Though forgetful souls continually
voice high-sounding rhetoric about world
peace, universal brotherhood, and the
like, experience shows that the complete
opposite is being accomplished. At the
time of this writing there are at least forty-
four trouble spots in the world. And as
everyone is well aware, huge stockpiles of
nuclear weapons are being amassed, with
enough destructive might to wipe out
human life on earth many times over.

It is really not very difficult to see that as
long as people, laboring under a bodily
conception, take sense gratification as life’s
prime objective, there can be no lasting
unity or peace. No collective peace means
no individual peace. And how can we have
happiness without peace?

In this philosophical light, we can see
that the people of Grenada have not been
rescued at all. No “ism” can free people
from their bodily identification and bond-
age. The Vedic literature, however, can.

[ feel very fortunate to have been res-
cued from the darkness of nationalism,
with its underlying false assumption and
consequent misguided aspirations. Rather
than take sides on issues where the con-
tenders are equally ignorant of their actual
identity and purpose in life, as was the
case in Grenada, I prefer to dedicate my-
self to the Krsna consciousness move-
ment, which is working very hard to give
transcendental knowledge to all people of
all nations. In this way, I try to show my
appreciation for the movement that eman-
cipated me from the slavery of ignorance.

PEACE TALKS
PARADOX

by Suhotra Swami

or a growing number of people on

both sides of the Atlantic, the nuclear
arms buildup is the issue of the eighties.
Events just won’t let us forget our seem-
ingly inexorable march toward Armaged-
don: A TV movie called The Day After
becomes a national event and shows 100
million Americans, in graphically gory de-
tail, what a nuclear strike would do to the
people in and around Kansas City. The
start of the deployment of Cruise and

Pershing II missiles in Europe brings hun-
dreds of thousands of protesters into the
streets there. And the breakdown of the
Intermediate Nuclear Force (INF) talks in
Geneva, followed by threats of a Russian
arms buildup, apparently insures an even-
tual U.S.-Soviet confrontation.

The Russian walkout at the INF talks
especially points up what many see as the
root of the nuclear crisis: the two-faced
morality of leaders who talk of peace and
prepare for war. The Cruise and Pershing
I missiles are a bargaining chip, says Presi-
dent Reagan and his advisors, a response
to the Russians’ deployment of S5-20 mis-
siles that threaten all of Europe. IFNATO
doesn’t deploy the new missiles, the argu-
ment goes, the Russians will see us as pat-
sies and walk all over us—and the nuclear
war will become more likely. Therefore,
in the interests of peace we have to install
the missiles, while, of course, continuing

the peace talks in Geneva.

But critics of this two-faced morality
argue that from the start it worked against
the interests of world peace by linking dis-
armament talks with armament policy.
The INF conference, they say, was thus
reduced to a mere cosmetic gesture, a
futile charade acted out mainly to allay the
darkest fear of a jittery world. What is that
fear? That perhaps the superpowers aren’t
at all serious about peace. Perhaps they
actually mean to have a war. What other
conclusion can we draw as new weapons
continue to be rolled out and mounted
upon launching ramps on both sides of the
Iron Curtain?

The nuclear arms buildup reveals only
the tip of the iceberg of the two-faced mor-
ality that pervades our modern civiliza-
tion. In basic and cruelly honest language.
although we dress ourselves up nicely as

(continued on page 30)
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Authority

(continued from page 8)

So what spiritual understanding can we
expect to arrive at when, by its very na-
ture, spirit is beyond our sensory purview?
We may derive some satisfaction from our
speculations about God and the soul, but
we should know that we’re only guessing.
There’s a very wise, commonsensical saying
from the Vedic literature: acintyah khalu
ye bhava na tars tarkena yojayet. “In mat-
ters inconceivable, speculative arguments
are useless.” So we require a spiritual au-
thority, just as we require authorities in
medicine, law, and every field of educa-
tion. In fact, the spiritual authority is even
more essential than other authorities, due
to the esoteric nature of spiritual subject
matter. Without following genuine spiri-
tual authority we cannot understand spiri-
tual science.

The otherwise unattainable realm of
spiritual knowledge comes into focus when
we undertake a careful study of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Although I can’t expect to
transfer onto you my faith in the authority
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam and its pure
representatives, I can show you the reason-
ableness of seeing things as the Naimi-
sarnaya sages saw them: in relation with
the Absolute Truth. According to the
Bhagavatam, the Naimisaranya sages, and
all subsequent Vedic authorities in the dis-
ciplic line for the past five thousand years,
everything is an emanation from the Ab-
solute Truth. Just as light and heat emanate
from the sun and spread throughout our
solar system, so all existence—from the
vast material universe to the innumerable,
infinitesimal spiritual souls—has emanated
from the Absolute Truth, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Everything, there-
fore, is to be understood in relation with the
Absolute Truth, the origin of everything.

According to this vision, all problems
come when things are seen as separate
from the Absolute Truth. And, conversely,
all problems can be solved when things are
understood in their proper perspective in
relation with the Absolute Truth. And
what is our relation with the Absolute
Truth? According to Srimad-Bhagavatam,
we are the eternal servants of the Abso-
lute Supreme Personality of Godhead.
And how this s sois presented very clearly
in the Bhagavatam.

The Bhagavatam seeks to teach us three
things: 1. We have an eternal relationship
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
2. We have to perform loving devotional
service to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. 3. By so doing, we will solve all
the problems of life and attain the highest
perfection of pure love of God. The Bhag-
avatam compares devotional service to
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watering the root of a tree. When we
water the root of a tree, we simultaneously
water all the leaves, flowers, and fruits.
Similarly, when we serve the Absolute
Truth, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, we are automatically fulfilling all
other needs and obligations.: Other at-
tempts at happiness or at combating dis-
tress are, therefore, shortsighted.

The Bhagavatam explains that although
we are eternal spirit souls, eternal servants
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
we have come to this material world to
forget our original identity and to engage
in activities that have no tinge of loving
service to God. This is the cause of all our
problems, because to carry out our illu-

If ten people each
throw a pebble into a
pool, there will be as

many little “self-

centered” circles.
And the circles will
clash and overlap.
So, individually,
nationally, socially,
we all have selfish,
vested interests.
And they overlap.

sion, we have to take on one material body
(and identity) after another, birth after
birth. But when we revive our lost, loving
relationship with the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, we again become rightly situ-
ated in our eternal constitutional position.
And the Bhagavatam thoroughly explains
how this one adjustment is so sweeping as
to solve all life’s problems (including the
otherwise unsolvable problem of repeated
birth and death).

And as for solving problems on a global
basis—that’s also possible only by putting
things in the proper perspective in relation
with the Absolute Truth. Materially speak-
ing we find so many nationalities, races,
religions, social classes, and so on. But
from the absolute perspective, everything
has emanated from the Absolute Truth;
therefore, everyone is the servant of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and ev-
erything is His property. Only when we re-
alize this can we establish real unity and

peace—because spiritually we are all
equal and we all have the same fundamen-
tal need to revive our loving relationship
with God.

Consider the analogy of the pebbles in
the pool. If ten people each throw a peb-
ble into a pool, there will be as many little
“self-centered” circles. And the circles
will clash and overlap. So, individually,
nationally, socially, we all have our self-
ish, vested interests. And they overlap.
But if we could all hit the center of the
pool, so to speak, by properly aligning
ourselves with the Absolute Truth, the
origin of everything, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, then our circles would
all be concentric and harmonious.

Thus from so many points of view the
prescription of the Srimad-Bhagavatam
and the Naimisaranya sages is convincing
and relevant. And things don’t have to be
new to be relevant. Five thousand years
ago, the sun that shone down on that
Naimisaranya meeting gave off heat and
light. And today, the sunis still giving heat
and light. The same sun, the same ener-
gies, but still relevant. Certainly the
Naimisaranya sages, the most elevated
and educated persons of that day, consid-
ered the discussion of Srimad-Bhagavatam
relevant for future generations. Through
the eyes of Vedic literature, they were
able to foresee that the people of our pre-
sent age (which began five thousand years
ago and will continue for the next 427,000
years) would live “but short lives.” They
also foresaw that people would be “quar-
relsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky, and,
above all, always disturbed.” They took
their meeting with utmost seriousness, as
they requested Siita Gosvami to explain
the essence of the Vedic literature for the
benefit of the unfortunate people of this
age.

So here we are in the 1980’s. The age of
quarrel and hypocrisy is in full swing. We
doubt and question authority—and for
good reasons. But still we are in need of
spiritual guidance. Incorrigible free-thinker
that I was (and am), I'm very happy to
say that I fully accept the authority of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and that, conse-
quently, I accept the authority of the sages
of Naimisaranya, as they discuss the ills of
our present age and how to cure them. I
also accept the authority of my spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder
and spiritual master of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, who has carefully
translated and reasonably explained the
Srimad-Bhagavatam for the benefit of
everyone. I’'m as rigorously philosophical
about life as I ever was—I still think for
myself—but I know the great value of
taking advantage of the best authoritative
advice available. o



The Po

ope, Science,

And theVadas

Their union could have a profound influence
on the advancement of human knowledge.

n 1610 Galileo saw too much through

his telescope and earned a date with
the Inquisition. Catholic theologians in
Rome, not wanting to risk seeing some-
thing that might shake their faith, re-
fused even to look through Galileo’s
new-fangled lenses.

But times and popes have changed.
Now the Vatican, through its Pontifical
Academy of Science, is actively solicit-
ing advice from hundreds of the world’s
leading scientific brains. Heralded as
organized religion’s most elaborate
mechanism ever to interface with sci-
ence, the Pontifical Academy boasts a
permanent roster of seventy-one ex-
perts—twenty-six are Nobel Prize win-
ners—all elected for life.

Although the Academy stems back
to 1847, only in the last five years has it
flourished. Observers cite Pope John
Paul IT’s interest in science and philos-
ophy as a big factor. For example, the
pope told a group of astrophysicists
gathering in the Vatican “how highly
the Church esteems pure science.” He
added that the Bible “does not wish to
teach how heaven was made but how to
go to heaven.”

Followers of the Vedic scriptures ap-
preciate the pope’s broad vision and
honesty. Already the pontiff has per-
sonally received several Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust editions of Krsna conscious
literature, including two in his native
tongue. ISKCON'’s founder and spiri-
tual guide, Srila Prabhupada, always
declared that although the comprehen-
siveness and depth of scriptures vary,
the essence is the same, just as one plus
one equals two whether in pre-school
arithmetic or in university calculus. The
university scholar, however, has grasped
all the profound complexities of mathe-

by DEVAMRTA SWAMI

matical science; and likewise, the Vedic
scholar has the most complete under-
standing of material and transcendental
phenomena.

If Vatican dignitaries probe into the
vast volumes of Vedic literature, the
elaborate science of the Lord’s engi-
neering will be at their command. Espe-
cially the Srimad-Bhagavatam lavishes
on the student principles and details of
not only the material cosmos but also
the paradisiacal universe outside the
realm of matter and time. The entangle-
ment of the living entity in material ex-
istence is minutely analyzed side by
side with the technology of spiritual
liberation.

The Church’s reliance on scientists’
limited, imperfect intelligence has se-
vere disadvantages. Last year a semi-
nar of twelve scientists convened by the
Pontifical Academy concluded that
“masses of evidence” from paleontol-
ogy and molecular biology support
“beyond dispute” the concept of
human evolution.

Yet even a layman knows that the

concepts comprising neo-Darwinism
are in hot water. In 1980, many of
the world’s most erudite geologists,
paleontologists, molecular biologists,
embryologists, and population geneti-
cists gathered in Chicago for a summit
conference on evolution. “Personality
clashes and academic sniping created
palpable tension in an atmosphere that
was fraught with genuine intellectual
ferment,” reported Science. “The pro-
ceedings were at times unruly and even
acrimonious.” Although the renowned
experts attending the historic confer-
ence certainly held faithfully to certain
concepts of evolution, they bitterly
clashed over how evolution might have
occurred. And no one could present
any direct evidence that it had occurred.
Vedic scholars would furthermore
request these scientists to kindly ex-
plain the origin of consciousness. With-
out consciousness one cannot be aware
of anything—not even of the atheistic
doctrines of modern science. Yet
evolutionists, wrangling over micro-
changes in bodily limbs and organs, re-
fuse to acknowledge their inability to
account for consciousness, the most
important feature of the living being.
In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
announces to the tiny-brained empiri-
cists of this world: “Now I will teach
you in full, knowledge of both material
and spiritual phenomena. You can be
sure that having mastered this, nothing
further shall remain for you to know.”
Therefore the Krsna consciousness so-
ciety cordially invites religionists and
scientists alike, from all walks of life, to
take shelter of Vedic knowledge, as
taught by the supreme theologian and
scientist Himself. 6]
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Though the format of BACK TO GODHEAD
has sometimes changed, Srila Prabhupada’s bold presentation

n February 1944 His

Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada published
the first issue of BACK
TO GODHEAD magazine.
At his home in Calcutta,
he wrote the articles,
typed the manuscripts,
and designed a logo—
essentially the same logo
we use on the cover of
BAck TO GODHEAD to-
day: an effulgent Lord
Caitanya™ shedding light
on the people of this age
of spiritual darkness.

Srila Prabhupada, the
founder and spiritual guide of the Hare
Krsna movement, started BAck 10 GOD-
HEAD to fulfill the desire of his spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati,
who had told him to preach the science
of Krsna consciousness to the English-
speaking world. Before passing away in
1937, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had established
a movement of Krsna devotees in India
(the Gaudiya Math) and he had sent some
of his disciples abroad to preach. They had
met with little success, however, and had
returned to India after a short time. But

*Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself in the role
of His own devotee. He appeared in India five
hundred years ago to teach love of God through
the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.

of Vedic truth remains the same.

Srila Prabhupada was determined to suc-
ceed where others had failed, and BACK
TO GODHEAD magazine became a major
part of that attempt.

In some ways BACkK TO GODHEAD has
changed greatly in the last forty years.
Most of the issues published between 1944
and 1960, for example, were tabloid
size—one sheet folded in half, making
four pages of type. And Srila Prabhupada
himself wrote almost all the articles, over-
saw the printing of a thousand copies of
each issue, and singlehandedly distributed
every copy.

But in many important ways BACK TO
GODHEAD remains the same. It is still
Srila Prabhupada’s magazine, boldly pre-
senting the science of Krsna consciousness

in a manner both well-
reasoned and uncompro-
mising. The lead article
in each issue is still Srila
Prabhupada’s—usually
a transcription of one of
the thousands of lectures
he gave. And in the re-
maining articles of each
issue, Srila Prabhupada’s
followers expound the
essential message of the
Vedic literature as they
have learned it through
the disciplic succession.
Back To GODHEAD
offers not only in-depth
explanations of the Krsna
conscious philosophy but also timely ap-
plications of that philosophy to current
events. For example, in the inaugural issue,
back in 1944, Srila Prabhupada explained
the basic principle of spiritual science: the
difference between the physical body and
the self. Prabhupada pointed out that the
physical body is a temporary vehicle—like
an automobile—and that we, as eternal
spiritual individuals, are drivers of the
physical body. When we forget our identity
as servants of God, we fall into ignorance
and falsely identify with the bodily vehicle.

The defect of the present-day civilization is
just like that. . .. Everyone is fully con-
cerned with the comforts of the body and
everything related with the body and no one
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is concerned with the Spirit that moves the
body although even a boy can realize that the
motor-car mechanism has little value if there
is no driver of the car.

Prabhupada then applied this principle
to the current events of World War 11. He
had witnessed firsthand the bombing of
Calcutta and the starvation resulting from
the warring parties’ destruction of much of
India’s rice crop. And he had noted the
pleas of world leaders for “moral rearm-
ament” and a return to spiritual ideals. He
advised the war-weary citizens of the world
that unless they rose above the bodily con-
cept of life—thinking of themselves as
Indians, Americans, Germans, Japanese,
and so on, and thinking that the pleasures
of the body were life’s all-in-all—they
could not have peace.

BAck To GODHEAD continues this tra-
dition of transcendental commentary, with
articles on the nuclear arms race, the
economy, pollution, abortion, and many
other topics. Our readers will also find
feature articles on Krsna conscious com-
munities— both rural and urban—around
the world. Such features reveal how devo-
tees live in a simple, joyous way, dedicat-
ing their talents and daily activities to the
Supreme Lord.

In the fall of 1966, after traveling to the
United States and establishing the first
center of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, in New York City,
Srila Prabhupada handed over the job of
writing and publishing BACK TO GOD-
HEAD to his first disciples. The first issues
of BACK TO GODHEAD in America were
printed on a mimeograph machine Prabhu-
pada purchased secondhand from a coun-
try club in Queens. Prabhupada told his
disciples that even if they could print only
one page, they should publish BAcK TO
GODHEAD every month. But they should
work hard, he said, to make the magazine
as popular as Time.

Through the years, therefore, BACK TO
GODHEAD has been the literary staple of
the International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Srila Prabhupada often called
it the “backbone of ISKCON.” In fact,
most of Srila Prabhupada’s followers have
been introduced to spiritual life and edu-
cated as devotees of Krsna by reading
Back 10 GODHEAD. Anyone curious to
know what the Hare Krsna movement is
about and what the Hare Krsna devotees
are doing will find their questions answered
in these pages.

BAck TO GODHEAD has come a long
way since those early issues in New York
City, although it still hasn’t caught up
with Time. People of this age don’t realize
the importance of self-realization. Despite
their various religious and quasi-spiritual
affiliations, they think that the purpose of

While printing BACK TO GODHEAD in Delhi during the 1950’s, Srila Prabhupada singlehandedly
distributed each issue, sometimes at tea shops (left). Above, one of Srila Prabhupada’s followers
passes out BACK TO GODHEAD magazines at New York City’s Grand Army Plaza.

human life is to earn money and enjoy
sense gratification—and nothing more.
To them, self-realization is a waste of
time. So when devotees approach people
to try and interest them in BAck To Gob-
HEAD, they often find that people don’t
want to take the time.

This is the same situation Prabhupada
himself encountered years ago. In the
March 1956 issue he wrote:

When we approach some gentleman and re-
quest him to become a reader of “Back to
Godhead,” sometimes we are replied to with
the words “NO TIME.”

They say that they are too busy earning
money for maintaining the body and soul to-
gether. But when we ask them what they
mean by the “Soul,” they have nothing to
reply.

. . . But everybody should know from the
Bhagavat Geeta, that the body is the outward
dress. . . . So if the dress is taken care of

only, without any care of the real person—it
is sheer foolishness and a waste of time.

Without understanding the science of
Krsna consciousness, modern civilization
is trying to be happy just by taking care of
the outward body, without any concern
for the person inside. Therefore, despite
economic and scientific advancement,
people are dissatisfied.

Back TO GODHEAD informs its readers
not only of the soul within the body but of
the eternal spiritual world where everyone
eternally serves the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krsna. Just as we learn about
faraway places on this planet by hearing
about them, similarly, we can come to un-
derstand the nature of the spiritual world
and ultimately go there by reading BACK
TO GODHEAD. BACK TO GODHEAD maga-
zine, therefore, is an invitation to return
to our eternal, misery-free home. e
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PEACE TALKS

(continued from page 23)

sophisticated men and women and speak
the pious platitudes of civilized formality,
underneath this thin veneer lurks a pack of
savage beasts who live by the law of the
jungle. ;

We march for peace, holding hands in
human chains to symbolize the linking to-
gether of the human race. We sing wistful
songs that express the dreamy vision of a
world united—a vision that would be-
come reality if only a few selfish politicians
weren't making trouble for the rest of us
with their terrible weapons. Yet, world-
wide, we humans daily gorge ourselves on

the carcasses of millions of slaughtered
creatures, a feast of death that is not only
savage but also unnecessary, wasteful, un-
healthy, and irreligious.

But alas, the argument that our taste for
the blood of innocent creatures has some-
thing to do with man’s brutality to man has
long fallen on deaf ears. Such fanatic vege-
tarian idealism may have appealed to such
fools as George Bernard Shaw, Mahatma
Gandhi, Leonardo da Vinci, Diogenes,
and Ralph Waldo Emerson, but it is to-
tally irrelevant to the rest of us. Pass the
roast beef, please. We are civilized!

The human animal, whose teeth aren’t
designed to rip out throats, who has no
claws for tearing flesh, whose digestive

Name
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thoughtful, authoritative
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tract is ill-suited for meat, is nonetheless
the most bloodthirsty creature of all—and
the most proud of it. His crafty intelli-
gence can devise the most tortuous twists
and turns of logic to justify his cruelty.

And eating meat isn’t the end of our
barbarity toward animals. In the name of
medical science, researchers in vivisection
laboratories deliberately torture, cripple,
blind, poison, dismember, and kill thou-
sands of helpless creatures every day. All
this is supposed to advance the cause of
humanity. But what is so special about the
human animal that his cause should ad-
vance at the expense of so many other
creatures? How is it moral to kill a chim-
panzee so that we can (perhaps) better un-
derstand how to save the life of a baby?
How are a chimpanzee and a baby differ-
ent? Both have two arms, two legs, and a
head. In many respects, a chimpanzee is
more intelligent than a baby. By what
right does arrogant mankind deem it hu-
mane that the top of a chimpanzee’s skull
be opened while it is still alive so that
electrodes can be surgically implanted
in its brain?

The two-faced moralist will retort,
“This is a specious argument. Everyone
knows that the baby will grow up. The
chimpanzee will never be anything more
than a dumb animal, whereas the baby
might become a scientist or a world
leader.”

And what, then, of the human fetus?
Can’t he also grow up to be a scientist or a
world leader? If we are so concerned
about the extraordinary worth of the
human being, why are there 55 million
abortions every year worldwide? That is
more than the total number of deaths in
World Wars I and II combined. In the time
it takes you to read this article, some two
hundred abortions will have taken place.

No matter how one dresses up this
slaughter with sanctimonious phraseol-
ogy, the fact remains: It is slaughter. Even
the slaughterers themselves know it. A re-
cent study published in Tirme shows that of
the unmarried American men who ar-
ranged for their girlfriends to have an
abortion, 26% secretly thought it was
murder, and 81% couldn’t help feeling
guilty about the child that might have been
born. But modern two-faced morality
rules that it is more important to give facil-
ity to men and women for unrestricted
sexual enjoyment than it is to stop the
cold-blooded murder of their unwanted
offspring.

Now the ugly storm-clouds of nuclear
annihilation loom on the horizon of our
human “civilization.” Some of us march in
demonstrations, collect signatures, block
military traffic, and make long-winded
speeches. But who is really willing to stop
the slaughter? Who is really willing to stop
playing the game of two-faced morality? &



FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Madhava
(January 19—February 17)

February 7— Appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Visnupriya-devi, consort of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Appearance anniversary of Srila
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, one of the followers
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu known as the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura, a Vaisnava acarya and author who ap-
peared in the middle of the seventeenth century.

February 8— Appearance anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acirya, a close associate of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu and an incarnation of Lord
Krsna’s expansion Maha-Visnu. (Fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.)

February 11— Disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Madhvacarya, the famous thirteenth-
century spiritual master who opposed the doc-
trine of monism by teaching the philosophy of
the eternal duality of the individual living entity
and God.

February 12— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, a famous 11th-century
philosopher and spiritual master in the disciplic
line coming from Lord Visnu’s consort, Laksmi-
devi.

February 13— Bhaimi Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans; fasting for the appearance
anniversary of Lord Varaha),

February 14— Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna's boar incarnation.

February 15—Sri Nityananda Trayodadi, the
appearance anniversary of Sri Nityananda
Prabhu, a close associate of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and an incarnation of Lord Krsna's
brother, Balarama. (Fasting till moonrise.)

February 17— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, the famous
spiritual master who composed many devo-
tional songs in Bengali and who is part of the
disciplic line from Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Month of Govinda
(February 18—March 17)

February 21 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, the spiri-
tual master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-

vedanta Swami Prabhupada and the greatest
propagator of Krsna consciousness in India
during the first half of the century. Devotees
observe this day with readings about him and by
fasting till noon. Call your local Hare Krsna
center.

February 27— Vijaya Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

March 1—Sri Siva-ratri (appearance anniver-
sary of Lord Siva).

March 3— Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Jagannatha dasa Babaji, the great devotee in
the disciplic line from Lord Caitanya who con-
firmed Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s discovery
of Lord Caitanya’s birthplace.

March 13— Amalaki Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

March 14— Disappearance of Srila Madha-
vendra Puri, the spiritual master of the spiritual
master of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

March 17—Sri Gaura-ptrnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who is Krsna Himself in the form of His own
devotee. He appeared in Bengal, India, five
hundred years ago and taught love of Godhead
through the congregational chanting of Hare
Krsna. Devotees throughout the world join
together for ISKCON's annual three-week pil-
grimage to Mayapur, Lord Caitanya’s birthsite,
and Vrndavana, Lord Krsna's birthsite. (Fast-
ing till moonrise, followed by feasting.)

Enhance Your Spiritual Life

For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
of the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra. But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

Mantra Meditation

Beads: a string of 108
hand-carved “japa beads™—
chanters use them as an aid
to concentration during
meditation on the Hare
Krsna mahd-mantra. Each
string of beads comes with a
cotton carrying bag and an
instruction pamphlet. $4.95.

Magazine Binder

(for your copies of Back
to Godhead): a handy way
to keep each month’s issue in
excellent condition. Holds 12
issues. $5.00.

Karatalas: pure bell-
metal hand cymbals used
in chanting the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra. Imported
from India. $12.00/pair.

Mrdanga Drum:

lightweight, double-
headed Indian-style drum
used in chanting the maha-
mantra. Unbreakable.
Comes with an instruction
book and cassette
instruction tape. $119.85.

Deity Poster: a full-

color photo of the
beautiful Deities at the
Los Angeles Hare Krsna
center. Poster-size. $2.50.

SPECIAL: The original

Hare Krsna Meditation
Album. In 1966 Srila
Prabhupada made this
unique recording with his
first disciples. On it
Prabhupada explains the
Hare Krsna mantra, and he
and his disciples chant. A
historic recording. C-60
cassette. $4.00.
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ISKCON Educational Services
3764 Watseka Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90034

BTG Dept. 19/2-3

My check or money order for §
is enclosed. Please send the following
quantity of each item:

Name

Address

City
State Zip

Please add 10% to cover postage.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Foolish Claims for Supreme Control

Atheists sometimes claim that the ad-
vancement of science disproves the exis-
tence of God. According to this theory,
the people of ancient times, being un-
able to understand or control natural
phenomena, ascribed the mysterious
workings of nature to the supernatural,
or God. But now that science promises
to explain everything and give man full
mastery over his environment, belief in
God is naive, superstitious. But is this
theory borne out by the facts? Some
recent occurrences in Moscow show the
boldness— and fallacy— of such atheistic
claims.

Last November, when Soviet Premier
Yuri Andropov was absent from a Red
Square parade, newsmen speculated
that the Soviet leader must be the victim
of a serious illness. Mr. Andropov’s ab-
sence caused such a political stir that an-
other significant event of the day went
largely unnoticed: the appearance of
the sun. But sure enough, on that over-
cast November day, just as on the same
day of the previous year, the chilly Mos-
cow gloom suddenly evaporated as the
sun appeared, shining down on the Polit-
buro members as they stood atop the
Lenin Mausoleum.

When this had happened during the
1982 parade and commentators had sug-
gested it might have been divine inter-
vention, Soviet officials had scoffed at
the remarks. But this year the Moscow

newspaper Moskov skaya Pravda as-
serted flatly that the appearance of the
sun over the parade on Red Square was
due to Soviet scientific technology, not
to God. Moscow’s Experimental Pro-
duction Laboratory had employed six
special planes for six hours in spraying
the offending clouds with a chemical
capable of dispersing cloud formations
for a short time. Thus the Soviets “sub-
jugated” the sun, ordering it to shine on
their parade. And the Soviet leaders
were quite pleased with the results, al-
though Mr. Andropov was not well
enough to attend the spectacle.

The point I wish to raise here is a
blunt one. If the Soviets are actually
such competent controllers of nature,
why didn’t they cure their premier of his
disease? Moving aside some clouds fora
few moments is a playful tinkering of
small consequence compared to restoring
Premier Andropoyv’s health. Yet despite
the latest in medical and technological
skill, the top Soviet physicians could not
give health to their leader’s aging, ailing
body. And countless similar examples
could be cited of man’s helplessness be-
fore the powers of nature, all proving
that scientific prowess does not make a
human being the supreme controller. In
fact, when tiny human beings offer their
relative scientific achievements to dis-
prove the control of the supreme being,
they only prove their own foolishness.

The fact is, scientific prowess does
more to prove than to disprove the power
of the Supreme Godhead. Whenever
science makes practical advancement, it
is by the exertion of intelligence and
control over some limited aspect of na-
ture. For example, scientists have created
satellites that they can fly in space by re-
mote control. But when we consider this
phenomenon reasonably, we conclude
that there must also be a guiding intelli-
gence behind all the stars and planets in
the universe. Only an uninformed child
or fool would think the satellites orbit-
ing the earth are doing so independent
of any control or intelligence. And simi-
larly it is foolish to conclude that the en-
tire cosmos has been created by chance
and is working independent of any higher
direction.

Although some scientists attempt to
discredit God by postulating various evo-
lutionary theories to explain the com-
plex laws of universal harmony, their
theories are constantly changing and are
therefore unreliable. Their theories are
merely mental concoctions for avoiding
the obvious conclusion: nature is con-
trolled by a superior intelligence— God.
The Vedic literature, however, informs
us directly that creation, maintenance,
and annihilation throughout the entire
universe are all being carried out by Sri
Krsna, who is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

The Benefits of “The Day After”

According to a Gallup poll taken after
the airing of ABC’s nuclear holocaust
scenario The Day After, forty-five per-
cent of the U.S. population thinks that
nuclear war will take place within the
next ten years. One of the most shock-
ing features of the film was its portrayal
of how people’s normal lives of un-
assuming mediocrity suddenly ended
when the bombs hit, creating an un-
remitting hell. Thus The Day After had
the sobering effect of forcing millions of
people to consider that death may come
at any moment.

Although it is unfortunate that people
are growing more and more anxious and

pessimistic, this prevailing mood of nega-
tivity may be used toward a positive
end. As stated by Mukunda Goswami,
the Public Affairs Minister of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, “When wholesale destruction of
population seems imminent, the basic
problems of life (disease, old age, birth,
and death) can more easily be perceived
as the essential problems of mankind—
problems which have existed since eter-
nity and which will continue to exist.”
In these times of growing awareness
of death, the Krsna conscious philos-
ophy stands able to assist a bewildered
humanity. Lord Krsna’s teachings in the

Bhagavad-gita begin with the under-
standing that we are not these material
bodies and that the real self is the inde-
structible spirit soul, which does not die
at the demise of the body. Beyond this,
the Bhagavad-gita brings one up to the
point of realizing and serving the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Krsna,
and, after leaving this body, returning
to Him in the eternal, spiritual world.
We have no greater need than learn-
ing that which will free us from death,
and if the morbid predictions of holo-
caust will lead people to consider the ul-
timate remedy, Krsna consciousness,
then there is a ray of real hope. —SDG
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Centers of the Hare Krsna Movement

(continued from the back cover)

EUROPE (continued)

OTHER COUNTRIES
dam, Holland —Kei he 94/ (020) 24-94-10

A
Athens, Greece—Bhaktivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
Barcelona, Spain—Calle Cuarro Caminos 27-29, Barcelona 22/ (9)3-211-0216
C. h D k—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 Copent £(01) 18-43-78
B Paradisvigen 11, 43331 Partille/ (031) 444636
Gridinge, Sweden—Korsnis Gard, 140 32 Gridinge/ 0753-29151
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda's, Jdakirinkaw 100, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiiffursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Lishon, Portugal—Rua Manoel Joaquim de Avelar Mo, 17, Znd Fl., 2750 Cascais/ (3) 284-1930
Madrid, Spain—Calle del Turor No. 27, Madrid 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, France—Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Belgium—Chareau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Vienna, Austria—Kirchengasse 32, A-1070 Wien
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, B032 Zirich/ (01) 69-33-88
FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Giird, Sweden—15300 Jima/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nrsihha-Kgetra)—
(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 180018
Diidingen, Switzerdand—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
RESTAURANTS
Lugano, Switzerland —Govinda, Corso Elvezia 22, CH6900/ (091) 23-37-77.
Paris—L'arbre 2 Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—13-A Frome 5t., Adelaide, South Australia 5000 (mail: Box 111, Rundle Street P. O.,
Adelaide, 5. A. 5000)/ (08) 223-2084
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, ('land. 4066)/
(07) 379-5008
Cairns—69 Spence St., Cairns, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre
Q'land. 4870)/ (070) 51-8601
Canberra—59 Argyle Sq. (cnr. Ainsley Ave. & Kogarah Lane), Reid, Australian Capital Territory
2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/ (062) 48-9620
Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)
(002) 23-4569
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O, Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
Perth—60 Havelock St., West Perch, West Australia 6005 (mail: P.O, Box 598, West Perth, W.A.
6005)/ (09) 322-3243
Surfer’s Paradise—2804 Gold Coast Highway, Surfer's Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ (075) 38-5060
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/(02) 357-5162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Bd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: Lot 11 Upper Colo Rd., Colo, NL.S.W. 2756)/ (045) 75-5284
Murwillumbah (New G Ak )—'E lla," Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 72-1903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050) 27-8226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's (at ISKCON Adelaide)
Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caimns)
Melbourne—Gapal's, 139 Swanston St., /(03) 63-1578
Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St./ (03) 62-2800
Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy./ (075) 38-5060
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta/ (02) 635-0638
Sydney—GCovinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, Victoria St., King's Cross
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Huwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: cfo R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ 412-8075
Christchurch, New Zeal 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ 61-965
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: /o P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, exr, 48
Suva, Fiji—P.0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—9 Shalimar Crescent, Khandallah, Wellingron
(mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ 79-6157
RESTAURANT

Anelland New Zealand

AFRICA

Accra, Ghana—>582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)

Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.0. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19

Harare, Zimhabwe—55 Belvedere Road (mail: P.O. Box 2090, Harare)/ 20422

Lagos, Nigeria—2B Coker Rd., llupeju (mail: P.O. Box 8793)/ 962189

Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quartre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quartre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804

Moml Madhvani House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,

Cnr!. LB [=3 d

Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 3-4885

K

Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 329, Nkawkaw
Mairobi, Kenya—Muharoni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (enr. Eligham and Obana Obhan 5t.), G.R.A, 11

(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)

FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil

ASIA
INDIA
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
Bangalore, Karnataka—34/A, 9th 'B' Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layout,
560 086 (mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418
Baroda, Gujarat—I18, Sujata Society, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—Nartional Highway No. 5, Mayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O.
Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010
Maiyapur, W. Bengal—Shree Miyapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayipur Dham (Dist, Nadia)
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krsna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Silchar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Mal Cachar Districe, 788002
Surat, Gujarat—21-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395 007/ 87668
Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Ors., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—F. B. No. 5098, Fore Post Office, 695023
Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayapur, W. Bengal—(contact ISKCON Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (ar Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—]Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, Mew Road/ 233-2488
Hong Kong—5 Homantin St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
Jakarta, Indonesia—]Jalan Kamboja 10 & 12, Tomang Raya/ 599301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Sri Kunj, Kamaladi
Petaling Jaya, Malaysia—Lot, 23 Jalan 18/22, Taman Kanagapuram, Off 6th Mile Jin Kelang, Selangor
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No. 58
Tel Aviv, Israel —P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belem, PA—Av, Gentil Bitencourr, passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
Belo Horizonte, MG—FRua Gongalves Dias, 2411, Lurdes 30.000/ (031) 335-1551
Curitiba, PR—Rua Pres. Carlos Cavaleante, 1090, Sio Francisco 80.000/ 234-0573
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota
Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387
Porto Alegre, RS—FRua Tomds Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078
Recife, PE—Rue Parnamirim, 327, Parnamirim, 50.000 Recife/ (081) 268-1908
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Rua da Cascata, 70, Tijuca
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas 40.000/ (071) 244-1072
Sao Luiz, MA—FRua Deputado José Maria, 93-Fatima
Sido Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798 (mail: Caixa Postal 4855-01000)/ 279-7836

FARM COMMUNITY

Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.F. 108, 12.400 Pinda)

COLOMBIA
Bogota—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-71/ 255-9841
Bucaramanga—A. A, 3806/ 51444
Cali— Avenida 5B Norte, 23D-35/ 684234
Medellin—Pilarica 2 Trasversal 75, No. 72B-110/ 345753
FARM COMMUNITY
Granada (Radha—Colombia-Isvara M
(contact ISKCON Bogota)/ 2559842
RESTAURANTS
Bogota—Govinda's, Calle 74, No. 12-30/ 2494447
Silvania—Govinda's, Al Cado do la Gasolineira, Cundinamarca,
(mail: P.O. Box A.A. 55051)
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Marelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.E. 18/ (903) 271-0132
Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42-67-66
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel/ 459047
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)—(contact ISKCON Mexico Ciry)
OTHER COUNTRIES
Arequipa, Peru—Leticia 204
B Aires, A i CC 80, 1602 Florida
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcién, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. I, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360 (altos)
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Tungurahua No. 504 y 9 de Octobre/ 368026
La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
Lima, Peru—]iron Junin 415/ 28-94-91
Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531, Suc. Pluna
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Oriente 654 y Venezuela (mail: P.O. Box 2384)/ 511083
San Jose, Costa Rica—100 mtrs. sureste de apros Torre Blance Urbanizacion Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon
Santi Chile—Estudi 150
Santo D , Domini Republi Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 688-7242
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES .
Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilacala)—(contact ISKCON Guayaguil)
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berhice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carrerera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zaporicin,
Dipto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procuradores No. 36
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (at ISKCON Guayaguil)
Lima, Peru—Azangaro 149
Quito, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 y Venezuela/ 511083
San José, Costa Rica—>50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Santiago)

lir)—Cundi

ca, A.A, 55051




NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—1910 5A St.,
Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN INT/ (403) 466-9037
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 527-1101

S.WLS(403) 228-0670

Montreal, Quebec— 1469 Mansfield St., HIA 1Y5/ (514) 845-5624
Ottawa, Ontario—2 12 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-18584
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Vicroria Ave., 54T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5461 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9728
FARM COMMUNITII:S
Asheroft, B.C. J—DBox 1417, VOK 1AQ
Woburn, Quebec (New Badarinitha)—145 Rang Louise, GOY 1RO/ (819) 566-2282
RESTAURANTS
Montreal —Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Deenis St./ (514) 843-8510
Ottawa—The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460
U.S.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NLE., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomshury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Boston, Massachusetts—72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Chicago, llinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Dallas, Texas—35430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
E. Lansing, Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (T14) 870-1156
Gainesvi]]e, Florida—1208 S.W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904) 371-2579
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 763-9312
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.C. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
< Los Angeles, California—3764 Warseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676

Mlaml Beach, Flonda—24-15 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331

wn, West Virginia—311 Beverle\.' Ave,, 26505/ (304) 292-6715
Newark Delawar e AE Lo Rd., 19711/ [302) 453-8510
New Orleanu, Louisiana—2936 Esplanadc Ave., TO119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (212) 855-6714
Norman, Oklahoma—312 S. Webster, 73069/ (405) 360-5336 (mail: P.O. Box 5997, 73070)
Orlando, Florida—=801 Lowell Blvd., 32803/ (305) 894-7811
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Providence, Rhode Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico—Ave. Jesds T. Pifiero No. 238-A, University Gardens, 00921/ (809) 765-4745
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—DBhaktivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 664-2397
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St. 98122/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—701 W. Pensacola, 32304/ (904) 222-0790
Tampa, Florida— 15814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 254-2256
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N.W., 20037/ (202) 293-0825

Enjoy the Taste of Spiritual Life

At the centers of the Hare Krsna movement, you’ll
find classes in the science of self-realization,
blissful chanting of Hare Krsna, festivals, and—
every Sunday afternoon—the famous Hare
Krsna feast. To find out more, call or
visit the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklal (New Kurul )—Route 1, Box 296-A, 74729/ (405) 367-2784
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida—Rr. 2, Box 24, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-4830
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)— (contact [SKCON Rio Piedras)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Hntdnkl_ss. Colorado (New Barshana)—PO Box 112, 81419/ (303) 527-4584
aka)—Murari Project, Re. No. I, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331
New Vnnd.al:an, Ww. Vlrglma—ﬁ [. No. 1, Box 296, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
Ninole, Hawaii (New K(snaloka]—l’ 0. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Philo, Calif (Gaura i)—F.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300
Port Roval, Pennsylvania (GIﬁ-n&g&n]-—R D. No. 1, Box 163, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadhouse, Illinois—Rt. 1 Box 70, 62082 (contace ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3187
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's (ar ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda'’s (ar [ISKCON Detroic)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver Ciry, 20230/ (213) 836-1269
Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (closed Dec. — April)
St. Louis—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—Govinda's, 1470 N. Hwy. 101, Leucadia 92024/ (619) 942-2330
San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 37 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 727-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—21 Ava Avenue, Ormeau Rd., Belfast 7
Dublin, Ireland—Castlefield House, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-3662
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Wartford,
Hensﬂ:rdshlrc \‘l’DE 8EP/ (09276) T244
Wi Chaitanya College at Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcester
WRS JDWI" (090 567) 214
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Hare Kpspa Farm ) —County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 9-10 Scho St./ 01-437-1835
ITALY
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Milan—WVia Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vinda )—Via Cx le degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
50026 San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi)/ (55) 820-054

(This list of worldwide Hare Krsna centers continues on the inside back cover.)





