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International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

il

To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

4. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

6. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

7. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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THE HIGHEST ENJOYMENT

SPIRITUAL BLISS
INTHE COMPANY
OF THE LORD

You can’t buy it or steal it,

but you can taste it by learning to love Krsna.

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A.C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

This article is reprinted from a BACK TO
GODHEAD Srila Prabhupada published in
Delhi in 1956.

In the revealed scriptures the Supreme
Lord is described as sac-cid-ananda-
vigraha. Sat means “eternal,” cit means
“fully cognizant,” ananda means “joyful,”
and vigraha means “a specific personality.”
Therefore the Lord, or the Supreme
Godhead who is one without a second, is
an eternal, joyful personality with a full
sense of His own identity. That is a concise
description of the Supreme Lord, and no
one is equal to or greater than Him.

The living entities, or jivas, are minute
samples of the Supreme Lord, and there-
fore we find in their activities the desire
for eternal existence, the desire for knowl-
edge of everything, and an urge for seek-
ing happiness in diverse ways. These three
qualities of the living being are minutely
visible in human society, but they are in-
creased and enjoyed one hundred times
more by the beings who reside in the
upper planets, which are called Bhirloka,
Svarloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka, Mahar-
loka, Brahmaloka, and so forth.

But even the standard of enjoyment on

Happiness finds perfection in the love between
Lord Sri Krsna and His greatest worshiper,
Srimati Radharani.

the highest planet in the material world,
which is thousands and thousands of times
superior to what we enjoy on this earth, is
also described as insignificant in compari-
son to the spiritual bliss enjoyed in the
company of the Supreme Lord. His loving
service in different mellows (relationships)
makes even the enjoyment of merging
with the impersonal spiritual effulgence as
insignificant as a drop of water compared
with the ocean.

Every living being is ambitious to have
the topmost level of enjoyment in the ma-
terial world, and yet one is always un-
happy here. This unhappiness is present
on all the above-mentioned planets, in
spite of a long life span and high standards
of comfort.

That is the law of material nature. One
can increase the duration of life and stan-
dard of comfort to the highest capacity,
and yet by the law of material nature one
will be unhappy. The reason is that the
quality of happiness suitable for our con-
stitution is different from the happiness
derived from material activities. The living
entity is a minute particle of sac-cid-ananda-
vigraha, and therefore he necessarily has a
propensity for joyfulness that is spiritual
in quality. But he is vainly trying to derive
his spiritual joyfulness from the foreign
atmosphere of the material nature.

A fish that is taken out of the water

PAINTING BY PARIKSIT DASA

cannot be happy ‘by any arrangement for
happiness on the land—it must have an
aquatic habitation. In the same way, the
minute sac-cid-ananda living entity cannot
be really happy through any amount of
material planning conceived by his illu-
sioned brain. Therefore, the living entity
must be given a different type of happi-
ness, a transcendental happiness which is
called spiritual bliss. Our ambitions should
be aimed at enjoying spiritual bliss and not
material happiness.

The ambition for spiritual bliss is good,
but the method of attaining this standard
is not merely to negate material happi-
ness. Theoretical negation of material
activities, as propounded by Sripada San-
karacarya, may be relevant for an insignifi-
cant section of men, but the devotional
activities propounded by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu are the best and surest way
of attaining spiritual bliss. In fact, they
change the very face of material nature.

Hankering after material happiness is
called lust, and in the long run lustful ac-
tivities are sure to meet with frustration.
The body of a venomous snake is very
cool. But if a man wants to enjoy the cool-
ness of the snake’s body and therefore gar-
lands himself with the snake, then surely
he will be killed by the snake’s bite. The
material senses are like snakes, and in-
dulging in so-called material happiness
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surely kills one’s spiritual self-awareness.
Therefore a sane man should be ambitious
to find the real source of happiness.

Once, a foolish man who had no experi-
ence of the taste of sugarcane was told by a
friend to taste its sweetness. When the
man inquired about sugarcane’s appear-
ance, the friend imperfectly informed him
that sugarcane resembles a bamboo stick.
The foolish man therefore began trying to
extract sugarcane juice from a dry bam-
boo stick, but naturally he was baffled in
his attempt.

That is the position of the illusioned liv-
ing being in his search for eternal happi-
ness within the material world, which is
not only full of miseries but also transient
and flickering. In the Bhagavad-gita, the
material world is described as full of mis-
eries. The ambition for happiness is good,
but the attempt to derive it from inert mat-
ter by so-called scientific arrangements is
an illusion. Befooled persons cannot un-
derstand this. The Gita (16.13) describes
how a person driven by the lust for ma-
terial happiness thinks: “So much wealth
do I have today, and I will gain more ac-
cording to my schemes. So much is mine
now, and it will increase in the future.”

The atheistic, or godless, civilizationis a
huge affair of sense gratification, and
everyone is now mad after money to keep
up an empty show. Everyone is seeking
money because that is the medium of ex-
change for sense-gratificatory objects. To
expect peace in such an atmosphere of
gold-rush pandemonium is a utopian
dream. As long as there is even a slight
tinge of madness for sense gratification,
peace will remain far, far away. The
reason is that by nature everyone is an
eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord and
. therefore we cannot enjoy anything for
our personal interest. We have to employ
everything in transcendental service for
the interest of the Lord. This alone can
bring about the desired peace. A part of
the body cannot make itself satisfied; it
can only serve the whole body and derive
satisfaction from that service. But now
everyone is busy in self-interested busi-
ness, and no one is prepared to serve the
Lord. That is the basic cause of material
existence.

From the highest executive adminis-
trator down to the lowest sweeper in the
street, everyone is working with the
thought of unlawful accumulation of
wealth. But to work merely for one’s self-
interest is unlawful and destructive. Even
the cultivation of spiritual realization
merely for one’s self-interest is unlawful
and destructive.

As a result of all the unlawful money-
making, there is no scarcity of money in
the world. But there is a scarcity of peace.
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Since the whole of our human energy has
been diverted to this moneymaking, the
moneymaking capacity of the total popu-
lation has certainly increased. But the
result is that such an unrestricted and un-
lawful inflation of money has created a
bad economy and has enabled us to manu-
facture huge, costly weapons that threaten
to destroy the very result of such money-
making.

Instead of enjoying peace, the leaders
of big moneymaking countries are now
making big plans how they can save them-
selves from the modern destructive weap-
ons, and yet a huge sum of money is being
thrown into the sea for experiments with

As long as there is
even a slight tinge
of madness for sense
gratification, peace
will remain far, far
away. We have to
employ everything
in transcendental
service for the
interest of the Lord.
This alone can bring
the desired peace.

such dreadful weapons. Such experiments
are being carried out not only at huge
monetary costs but also at the cost of many
poor lives, thereby binding such nations to
the laws of karma. That is the illusion of
material nature. As a result of the impulse
for sense gratification, money is earned by
spoiled energy, and it is then spent for the
destruction of the human race. The energy
of the human race is thus spoiled by the
law of nature because that energy is di-
verted from the service of the Lord, who is
actually the owner of all energies.

Wealth derives from Mother Laksmi, or
the goddess of fortune. As the Vedic lit-
eratures explain, the goddess of fortune is
meant to serve Lord Narayana, the source
of all the naras, or living beings. The naras
are also meant to serve Narayana, the Su-
preme Lord, under the guidance of the
goddess of fortune. The living being can-
not enjoy the goddess of fortune without
serving Narayana, or Krsna, and there-

fore whoever desires to enjoy her wrongly
will be punished by the laws of nature, and
the money itself will become the cause of
destruction instead of being the cause of
peace and prosperity.

Such unlawfully accumulated money is
now being snatched away from the miserly
citizens by various methods of state taxa-
tion for the various national and interna-
tional war funds, which spend the money
in a wasteful manner. The citizen is no
longer satisfied with just enough money to
maintain his family nicely and cultivate
spiritual knowledge, both of which are
essential in human life. He now wants
money unlimitedly for satisfying insa-
tiable desires, and in proportion to his un-
lawful desires his accumulated money is
now being taken away by the agents of the
illusory nature in the shape of medical
practitioners, lawyers, tax collectors,
societies, institutions, and so-called re-
ligionists, as well as by famines, earth-
quakes, and many other such calamities.

One miser who, under the dictation of
the illusory nature, hesitated to purchase a
copy of BACK TO GODHEAD, spent twenty-
five hundred dollars for a week’s supply of
medicine and then died. A similar thing
happened when a man who refused to
spend a cent for the service of the Lord
wasted thirty-five hundred dollars in a legal
suit between the members of his household.
That is the law of nature. If money is not
devoted to the service of the Lord, by the
law of nature it must be spent as spoiled
energy in the fight against legal problems,
diseases, and so on. Foolish people have
no eyes to see such facts, so necessarily the
laws of the Supreme Lord befool them.

The laws of nature do not allow us to ac-
cept more money than is required for
proper maintenance. There is ample ar-
rangement by the law of nature to provide
every living being with his due share of
food and shelter, but the insatiable lust of
the human being has disturbed the whole
arrangement of the Almighty Father of all
species of life.

By the arrangement of the Supreme
Lord, there is an ocean of salt, because
salt is necessary for the living being. In the
same manner, God has arranged for suffi-
cient air and light, which are also essential
for the living being. One can collect any
amount of salt from the storehouse, but
one cannot take more salt than he needs.
If he takes more salt he spoils the broth,
and if he takes less salt his eatables be-
come tasteless. On the other hand, if he
takes only what he absolutely requires,
the food is tasty, and he is healthy. So am-
bition for wealth, for more than we need,
is harmful, just as eating more salt than we
absolutely need is harmful. That is the law
of nature. o
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The Dangers
Of Rabbit Consciousness

Closing our eyes is no way to deal with the wolf bearing down on us.

by DEVAMRTA SWAMI

he entire human species deserves

thunderous applause. If not that,
then at least the Nobel prize for delusion.
Finally, after thirty-eight years, the world
is sluggishly waking up to a devastating re-
ality: nuclear warheads are everywhere,
and at any moment they can annihilate
everything.

Ever since July 16, 1945, human beings
have lived side by side with the Bomb.
After the first successful test detonation in
New Mexico, the scientists responsible
immediately sent President Truman an
ironically worded message: “Babies born
successfully.” Four decades later these
babies have finally matured. Year by year
their number has increased, until now ap-
proximately fifty thousand of them grace
the earth, with a total explosive yield 1.6
million times that of the primitive fire-
cracker which leveled Hiroshima. In other
words, these metaphorical nuclear babies
seem sure to make the world uninhabitable
for any real babies.

A huge cross section of the earth’s popu-
lation, both in nuclearly armed and con-
ventionally armed nations, now feel shock
and outrage at the current overmilitarized
condition of the world. Why did we ignore
this nuclear insanity for so long? many
wonder. And why are many people still
not taking the grotesque situation more
seriously? they ask. After all, thirty-eight
years of false security is quite a long
time. Why are people still reluctant to see
the obvious impending doom?

Ignorance + Economics = Bliss?

For one who studies the psychological
knowledge contained in the Vedic litera-
ture, there is no surprise about human
folly. Not only in regards to nuclear ex-
tinction but also in regards to the whole
issue of material existence in general, we
love voluntary ignorance. Like a rabbit

cornered by a wolf, the human rabbit
closes his eyes in the face of danger and
thinks he is secure.

Self-imposed blindness is a necessary
ingredient of material life, because if we
dare confront the basic existential prob-
lems, how can we push on to achieve our
goals? We want the flickering happiness
and imaginary satisfaction that a material-
istic culture offers. So we must stand our
ground and zealously reject any knowl-
edge that can wake us from our dream.

In today’s societies, most citizens are
completely convinced that the “good life”
means full opportunity to sport about in
an intoxicating atmosphere of comfort,
luxury, and sensual pleasure. They praise
their political leaders as progressive and
enlightened when the current administra-
tion seems to increase or at least maintain
the standard of materialism. Otherwise
the people throw out the leaders by votes
or violence.

Modern societies have subordinated all
goals and policies beneath the mass dis-
tribution of the soft life. The supreme ob-
jective is rapid economic development,
and the supreme means is technological
advancement. Our intelligence is so much
absorbed in this that we cannot and will
not consider anything else, even the ur-
gent peril of nuclear extinction. We must
have a higher and higher standard of ma-
terial happiness, and to attain this the
economy must prosper. Let everything
else be damned!

One of the greatest scholars in Vedic
culture, Srila Prahlada Maharaja, has ex-
tensively researched the age-old phenom-
enon of man’s blind dive into bottomless
materialism. He summarized his findings
with the analogy that the materialistic liv-
ing entity is like a deer who neglects real
water lying under the grass at his feet and
dashes off into the desert to chase a mi-
rage. Prahlada Maharaja explains that the

happiness of pure, spiritual consciousness
is the water lying a little obscured but
within easy reach and the so-called plea-
sure we get from exploiting matter is the
mirage we gallantly pursue in the desert.

The Vedic scholars advise us that the
higher intelligence of the human form is
meant for discriminating between life and
matter. The beginning of knowledge is
said to be the understanding that life and
matter exist as separate energies emanating
from a common source. The Vedic scien-
tists define life as that which is conscious,
and matter as that which is unconscious.
Consciousness is associated with a non-
material particle within the body, just as
electric and magnetic fields are associated
with electrons within the atom. The Vedic
literature teaches that in the same way
that we cannot directly observe an elec-
tron but must perceive it indirectly through
the trail it leaves in a cloud chamber, so we
cannot directly observe the real living en-
tity, the spiritual particle, but must under-
stand the symptom of conscious awareness
it manifests in the external, material body.

Unfortunately, today’s advanced human
being is completely ignorant of his non-
chemical, nonphysical identity. He has no
idea what consciousnessis or how conscious-
ness enjoys. In other words, nonmaterial
pleasure—Krsna consciousness—is un-
known to him. Misidentifying himself as
utterly a product of biophysical interac-
tions, the great materialistic genius madly
plunges into the manipulation of matter
through economics and politics.

But how can anyone think organized,
technological materialism will satisfy him?
Matter is temporary, and it is continuously
undergoing transformation. This is why we
can never seem to get our hands on a per-
manently satisfying situation or experience.
Futhermore, matter is dead, insentient,
and inert. How can this lifeless, uncon-
scious substance, whether manifesting as
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legs, breasts, gold, a house in the coun-
try, or a new Corvette, provide the con-
scious self, the soul, with anything other
than a phantasmagorical taste of imaginary
satisfaction?

Yet the average man will think, One
should not more than briefly take note of
these odd statements. Faithfully closing
the mind, one must continue to vigorously
move ahead toward what we all know is
the ultimate good. Increase the gross na-
tional product. Raise the wages. Spread
the profits. When there is steadily increas-
ing wealth and comfort for everyone, then
love, peace, and happiness will spread
throughout the land. And somehow or
other the missiles will never leave their silos.

The Olympics of Illusion

In The Fate of the Earth, the now world-
famous best-seller about nuclear disaster,
Jonathan Schell offers some comments on
the determination of human beings to
ignore any threats to their materialism.
Although dealing primarily with the
lethargic response to nuclear prolifera-
tion, his remarks shed light on our re-
action to existential problems in general.

He states, “When one tries to face the
nuclear predicament one feels sick, where-
as when one pushes it out of the mind, as
one must do most of the time to carry on
with life, one feels well again.”

This behavior could be classified as
psychotic, Schell admits, because society
is willfully closing its eyes to its own an-
nihilation. But fear not. He goes on to re-
veal that the refusal to face reality might
actually contain something praiseworthy
and sublime. People are just trying to do
what is necessary to protect their commit-
ment to marching on in life. Our most
valuable asset, he surmises, is the un-
daunted enthusiasm or love for fulfilling
aspirations, and this should not be rudely
disintegrated. “Because denial is a form of
self-protection,” he explains, “and because
it contains something useful, and perhaps
even, in its way, necessary to life, anyone
who invites people to draw aside the veil
and look at the peril face to face is at risk
of trespassing on inhibitions that are a part
of our humanity.”

Certainly, to uncover and analyze the
massive problems in material life may not
appear the nicest function a human being
can perform. If one does this too diligently
and thoroughly, one transgresses a certain
well-established social etiquette. Sniper
fire is allowed at selected aspects of
materialism, but wholesale refutation is
quite unpardonable.

Members of the Krsna consciousness
movement know this very well. A Krsna
conscious person is concerned not only
with the impending horror of a nuclear
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holocaust but also with the basic, inherent
flaws of material existence as a whole.
Therefore, many times the Krsna con-
sciousness movement is not appreciated.
It is offering a consumer product rabbits
don’t want: reality.

Just consider the example of a great
runner training for the Olympics. His goal
is to bring back a gold medal and achieve
eternal fame. Hence, he trains very rigor-
ously every day by doing whatever is
necessary to build his body for victory,
and he scrupulously avoids any behavior
that might impair his racing ability. Day
after day he works hard to shave seconds
off the clock. He disciplines himself not
only physically but also mentally. Any
sports coach will tell you that besides the
physical stamina of an athlete vying for

Even if you saturate
your life with
variegated endeavors
for pleasure in the
style of a playboy
or a jet-setter,

still the whole load
quickly loses its thrill.

stardom, his mental attitude is also very
important.

The mind of the prospective Olympic
champion must be one-pointed, fixed on
winning the race. The dedicated sprinter
or hurdler has to constantly surcharge his
mind with what the U. S. Marines call the
“can-do go-power” of positive thinking: “I
can win and I will win. Nothing will stop
my inevitable championship.™

This total adoption of the victory mental-
ity must be accompanied by a strict refusal
to let any negative thought or worrisome
anxiety enter the mind during the prerace
period. The star must close his eyes to any
personal, social, or political problems that
may seem to attack him, understanding
that his precious powers of concentration
are simply meant for the race alone. After
all, the sweet taste of success easily mini-
mizes any austerities undergone during
the struggle.

A Small Dose of Reality

Like our hopeful Olympic champion,
people today are so attached to pursuing

the illusory gold medal of material satis-
faction that they often regard realistic
criticism as a great nuisance or a Severe
disturbance. It may appear to them that
the Hare Krsna devotees are always mer-
cilessly shooting out of the sky the high-
flying balloon of material contentment,
which is actually artificially inflated. The
devotees always seem to spoil the lively
party of blind material positivism with
grave warnings that the human form is
meant for something else.

Albert Schweitzer even went as far as to
say that the Vedas, the standard Krsna
conscious texts, are “world- and life-
negating.” But the Krsna devotee must
ask, What is wrong with negating a con-
ception of the world and life if it is false?
To distinguish between reality and illusion
is actually the greatest public welfare ser-
vice, because as long as the phantas-
magoria predominates, there is very little
chance for us to focus on the transcenden-
tal truth.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam describes that
life is a kind of fight with the laws of na-
ture, which force deterioration and death
on all. The entire material cosmos is de-
scribed in Sanskrit as bhava-sindhu, the
great ocean of becoming and unbecoming.
Generally, people are attracted by any-
thing new. Newborn babies look so fresh
and cute. New cars and homes look so
stunningly elegant. It is so wonderful to
travel to new places, learn new things, and
capture new friends and lovers. Indeed,
for the materialist the ideal scenario would
be to continuously accumulate newer and
newer experiences, until his body is too
aged to sport any more.

The problem with anything in the ma-
terial world is that it must become old. In
other words, anything that becomes must
unbecome. Our bodies are attacked by the
passing days and nights. Although we
don’t think realistically whenever we see
the grandeur of a sunrise, the fact is that
the sun’s rising and setting indicates that
our life is running out. The waves of the
great ocean of nature, the bhava-sindhu,
are tossing, impelled by the winds of time,
and components of our existence—the
bodily self, wife, children, home, school,
society, technology, and so forth—are
like foaming bubbles appearing and then
disappearing very quickly on top of these
waves.

Besides all the various aspects of our life
under the control of time, the experiential
taste of living—the juice you extract by
struggling in the world—is also spoiled by
time. Haven’t you noticed how the sweet
beverage of material joy always refuses to
remain fresh? Pick your favorite activ-
ity—intellectual, physical, mental, sex-
ual, or whatever—and just try to do it

(continued on page 22)




He S

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, man and all processes for self-realization are

means “mind” and tra means “freeing.” compressed into the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”
So a mantra is a combination of transcendental Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-
sounds that frees our minds from the anxieties mantra throughout the Indjan subcontinent,
of living in the material world. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out Personality of Godhead, in Your name You

one mantra as the maha (supreme) mantra. have invested all Your transcendental energies.”
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, “These The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
sixteen words— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-mantra
especially meant for counteracting the ill means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
effects of the present age of quarrel and energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
anxiety.” devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna

The Narada-paricaratra adds, “All mantras mahd-mantra and your life will be sublime.
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DOWE LIVE
MORE THAN ONCE?

The case history of a little girl from West Bengal
suggests she remembered a life she had lived before.

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

When Sukla Gupta was a year and a
half old and barely able to talk,
she used to cradle a pillow or a block
of wood in her arms and address it as
“Minu.” Minu, she said, was her daughter.

And if you believe the story Sukla
gradually told over the next three years,
Minu actually was her daughter—butin a
previous life.

Sukla, the daughter of a railway worker
in Kampa, a village in West Bengal, India,
was one of those rare children whose tes-
timony and behavior give evidence for the
theory that your personality survives the
death of your body and travels on to live
in another body. This is the theory of
reincarnation.

For some five hundred million of the
world’s people, reincarnation is more than
a theory—it is a fact, a given, a part of
their everyday understanding. It's what
they’ve learned from their scriptures, and
what generations of their forefathers have
believed for thousands of years.

Aside from people in the East, Western
philosophers at least as far back as Plato
have found it reasonable to believe that
our souls have lived before, in other
bodies, other lives, and will live again in
new ones.

If we have lived other lives, you might
ask, why don’t we remember them? But
memory is a tricky thing. We're lucky if we
can remember where we've put our car
keys. So even if past lives are a fact, it’s not
surprising we can’t remember them.

But at least a few of us apparently can.

Sukla talked not only about her daugh-
ter, Minu, but also about her husband,
“the father of Minu” (a good Hindu wife
avoids speaking of her husband by name).
She also talked about his younger brothers
Khetu and Karuna. They all lived, she
said, at Rathtala in Bhatpara.

Sukla’s family, the Guptas, knew Bhat-
para slightly—it was a city about eleven
miles south—but they had never heard of
a place called Rathtala, nor of the people
Sukla had named. Yet Sukla developed a
desire to go there, and she insisted that if
her parents didn’t take her she would go
alone.

What do you do when your daughter
starts speaking that way? Sri K. N. Sen
Gupta, Sukla’s father, talked about the
matter with some friends. He also men-
tioned it to one of his railway co-workers,
Sri 8. C. Pal, an assistant station master. Sri
Pal lived near Bhatpara and had two
cousins there. Through these cousins he
learned that Bhatpara indeed had a dis-
trict called Rathtala. He also learned of a
man there named Khetu. Khetu had had a
sister-in-law named Mana who had died
several years before, in 1948, leaving be-
hind an infant daughter named Minu.

Sri Sen Gupta decided to investigate
further.

The story of Sukla is one of nearly two
thousand in the files of Dr. Ian Stevenson,
Carlson Professor of Psychiatry at the
University of Virginia. Over the past two

PAINTING BY SRINIVASA DASA

decades, Dr. Stevenson has gathered re-
ports of people in various parts of the
world who showed evidence suggesting
that they had remiembered past lives. About
one thousand three hundred of these cases
Dr. Stevenson has investigated person-
ally, including the case of Sukla.*

When someone seems to have truthful
memories of a former life, Dr. Stevenson
interviews him, the people around him,
and if possible the people of the life appar-
ently remembered, looking for a more or-
dinary, normal way to explain things. He
looks for fraud. He looks for stories with
holes in them and conflicting, unreliable
reports. But sometimes, as in the case of
Sukla, normal explanations just don’t
seem to fit.

After Sri Sen Gupta learned of the fami-
ly in Rathtala, he decided to yield to
Sukla’s desire to go there. With the con-
sent of that family, he arranged for a visit.
Sukla said that she could show the way to
the house.

Soin 1959, when Sukla was a little more
than five, Sri Sen Gupta and five other
members of his family journeyed with her
to Bhatpara. When they arrived, Sukla
took the lead. Avoiding various possible
wrong turns, she brought them straight to

*Among Dr. Stevenson’s books are Twenty
Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation (in which the
case of Sukla appears) and the multivolume
Cases of the Reincarnation Type. Both are pub-
lished by the University of Virginia.
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the house of Sri Amritalal Chakravarty,
allegedly her father-in-law in her past life.

As the party approached, Sri Chak-
ravarty happened to be out on the street.
When Sukla saw him, she looked down
shyly, following the usual custom for a
young woman in the presence of an older
male relative.

But when Sukla went to enter the house
she was confused. She didn’t seem to
know the right entrance. Her confusion,
however, made sense: after the death of
Mana, the woman whose life Sukla seemed
to remember, the entrance had been moved
from the main street to an alley on the
side.

And the party soon found that Sukla
recognized not only the house but also the
people in it, including those she said were
her mother-in-law, her brothers-in-law,
her husband, and her daughter.

Fraud? When some Hollywood movie
actress claims to remember a past life as
the Queen of Persia, that’s likely the right
explanation. But here we're dealing witha
little village girl. She starts talking about a
past life as soon as she’s old enough to
speak. She knows all sorts of things about
people neither she nor her family has ever
met. Careful investigators find no evi-
dence of fraud and no normal way the girl
could have learned what she knows. And
her behavior actually fits the story of her
previous life.

Inside Amritalal Chakravarty’s house,
Sukla found herself in a room with some
twenty or thirty people. But when she was
asked, “Can you point out your hus-
band?” she correctly indicated Sri Hari-
dhana Chakravarty. Following the proper
Hindu etiquette, she identified him as
“Minu’s father.”

Sulla and Haridhana Chakravarty were
to meet again several times, and Sukla al-
ways longed for these meetings. When he
was to visit her house, Sukla told her fami-
ly to make him a meal with prawns and
buli. She said that this was his favorite
food. Her family did what she said and
later found that she had chosen correctly.

Sukla behaved toward Haridhana Chak-
ravarty like a perfect Hindu wife. After
he ate his meal, she would eat whatever
food was left on his plate, as a devoted
Hindu wife would do. But she never ate
food from the plate of anyone else.

To try to account normally for this kind
of behavior, another explanation some-
times put forward is what is technically
known as cryptomnesia, “hidden memory.”

Psychologists know that our minds re-
cord more than we consciously remember.
Under hypnosis, an old man may vividly
describe his fifth birthday party, an event
for which his normal consciousness has
lost all the details. Or he may recall exactly
what he read in a long-forgotten book
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some thirty years before.

So the hypothesis of cryptomnesia sup-
poses that what appear to be memories of
a past life are merely memories of some-
thing one has heard or read and con-
sciously forgotten.

This may in fact be the best explanation
for many of the “past-life regressions”
now becoming popular in journeys through
hypnosis. Asked by a hypnotist to go back
to a past life, a subject obediently searches
his forgotten memories and uses them to
dramatize an entirely fictitious “former
existence.”

In one notable case, back in 1906, a
clergyman’s daughter under hypnosis told
vividly of a past life in the court of King
Richard II. She poured out a wealth of de-

We may suppose
that Sukla gathered
her memories
normally, but
there’s no evidence
of any normal
channel through
which her memories
could have come.

tails, nearly all of which proved to be true,
even though many of them were so ob-
scure that they sent researchers hunting
through scholarly English histories the girl
was most unlikely to have read. Finally,
however, it came out that all these de-
tailed facts appeared in a novel, Countess
Maud, that the girl had read when twelve
years old and had entirely forgotten.

But the case of Sukla, remember, is that
of a girl less than five years old. And her
recollections of a past life took place not
under hypnosis but as part of her usual
waking consciousness.

We may suppose that she gathered
these memories normally, but thisis only a
supposition—there’s no evidence of any
normal channel through which these
memories could have come. !

Moreover, Sukla didn’t just recall infor-
mation—she actually recognized people,
people who in this life were complete
strangers.

She recognized Mana’s mother-in-law
from a group of thirty people. She pointed
out Mana’s brother-in-law Kshetranath,

and she knew his nickname, “Khetu.” She
also recognized another brother-in-law,
whose nickname was “Kuti.” But she
identified him correctly by his given name,
Karuna, which even his neighbors didn’t
know.

She also said that her first child, a son,
had died while still aninfant. This was true
for the life of Mana. And Sukla tearfully
recognized Mana’s daughter, Minu, and
showered her with affection.

If there isn’t a normal way to explain
this, maybe there is some other less-than-
normal explanation. Perhaps Sukla learned
about Mana and her family through extra-
sensory perception.

Research has clearly shown that there is
such a thing as ESP. In rigidly controlled
experiments, the late Dr. J. B. Rhine and
other parapsychologists have shown per-
suasive evidence for telepathy (the ability
to read another person’s thoughts) and
clairvoyance (the ability to perceive ob-
jects and events without using your
senses). And experiments have shown
that both telepathy and clairvoyance can
work over long distances.

But although ESP may seem hard to be-
lieve, to use it to explain a case like Sukla’s
you’d have to believe in super-ESP. Not
only would this five-year-old girl have to
have incredible psychic powers, but she
would have to use them to zero in on a spe-
cific family in an unfamiliar city and learn
intimate details of their lives. She’d also
have to be selective about what her
psychic radar picked out, so that she’d “re-
member,” for example, the location of her
father-in-law’s house but be unaware that
the entrance had changed, since that took
place after Mana's death.

And then, for purposes yet unknown,
Sukla would have to mold what she’d
learned into a drama in which she im-
mersed herself in the role of the departed
Mana.

Most dramatic in Sukla’s case were her
strong maternal emotions towards Minu.
From babyhood Sukla had played at crad-
ling Minu in her arms, and after she learned
to talk she spoke of her longing to be with
Minu. Sukla’s meeting with Minu had all
the appearances of a tearful reunion be-
tween mother and daughter.

Once Mana’s cousin tested Sukla by
falsely telling her that Minu, away in
Rathtala, was ill with a high fever. Sukla
began to weep, and it took a long time for
her family to reassure her that Minu was
actually well.

Minu was twelve and Sukla only five.
And Minu had grown taller, so Sukla said,
“I am small.” “But within this limitation,”
Dr. Stevenson says, “Sukla exactly acted
the role of a mother towards a beloved
daughter.”

And after taking other possibilities into



account, Dr. Stevenson cautiously sub-
mits that perhaps we can understand this

case most suitably by accepting that Sukla

was Minu’s mother, just as she thought
herself to be.

This brings us back to the idea of re-
incarnation. Of course, science can never
“prove” that reincarnation is a fact. For
that matter, science can never actually
“prove” anything. Through science, all we
can do is gather data as carefully as pos-
sible and then try to explain them in the
most consistent and reasonable way. And
when the body of data grows, our explana-
tions have to grow with it.

Because of the work of Dr. Stevenson
and other researchers, we now find our-
selves facing a considerable body of data
suggesting that reincarnation is a fact.

Yet science doesn’t go far in making
clear to us what that fact is.

How does it work? Why does it happen?
Who or what is reincarnated? How long
do you have to wait between births? Does
it happen to all of us, or only a few?

Perhaps one day scientific investigation
will come up with answers to these ques-
tions. For now, investigators can do little
more than gather data and speculate.

So if reincarnation happens to everyone,
you can figure on going through it your-
self—perhaps countless times—before
science even begins to figure out what’s
going on.

The members of the Hare Krsna move-
ment, however, have a different way of
getting understanding,

Faced with an unfamiliar but complex
machine, you can observe it and try to fig-
ure out how it works. You can monkey
with the thing and see what happens. You
can call in friends and get their ideas of
what the pulleys, gears, and wires are sup-
posed to do. And maybe you’ll figure it
out. Maybe.

But the sure way to understand the
machine is to learn about it from the per-
son who built it.

So the direct way to understand the
machinery of the universe—including the
subtle machinery of reincarnation—is to
learn about it from the person behind it.

That there’s a person behind this ma-
chine comes near to being self-evident.
It’s axiomatic. Of course, you're free to
reject the axiom. But then you're faced
with the task of explaining how things
“just happen” to work, how everything in
the universe “just happens” to fit to-
gether, without any intelligence behind it.

You can say that everything happens
“by chance” (which is no explanation at
all). You can ascribe everything to some
ultimate impersonal force that, without
intelligence or volition, gets everything to
work. Or you can sidestep the problem by
saying that everything we see is merely an

illusion: “The machine doesn’t even
exist.” But then you have to explain where
the illusion comes from. And that puts you
right back where you started.

It’s easier and more reasonable, there-
fore, to assume that behind the workings
of the cosmic machine is the supreme in-
telligence, or the Supreme Person. This is
the entity to whom we refer when we use
the name Krsna.

For various excellent reasons (explained
elsewhere in the issues of this magazine), we
accept that the book known as Bhagavad-
gita conveys the words of Krsna Himself.
So the members of the Hare Krsna move-
ment, like devotees of Krsna for thousands
of years, learn about reincarnation from
the words of Bhagavad-gita.

It’s what we’ve done
and thought in our
past lives that
determines what kind
of body we start out
with in this one.
And by what we do in
this life, we’re paving
our way to the next.

In Bhagavad-gita Krsna tells us that
reincarnation happens to everyone. “For
one who is born,” Krsna says, “death is
certain. And after death one is sure to be
born again.”

Krsna compares this journey through a
succession of lives to the changing of
clothing. Your true self—your “soul”—is
eternal, but it goes through temporary
bodies, one after another.

So it’s not that you “become a different
person” when you change from one body
to the next, any more than you become
somebody else when you change your
clothes or when you grow from a child to
an adult. You're always the same you, but
you watch your body and mind transform
from those of a child to those of a youth
and then those of an old man or woman.
Similarly, Krsna says, death is but a trans-
formation from one body to the next.

Still, death is like nothing else under the
sun. It’s the biggest jolt there is. And
when we get to the other side, we forget all
about what we were doing in the life be-
fore, just as a person who falls asleep

forgets what he was doing during the day
and then wakes up and forgets about his
dreams.

In rare cases, though, memories may
persist, as they apparently did with Sukla
Gupta. Sukla remembered her home, her
family, and her clothing from the previous
life. She talked about the three saris she
used to wear, especially the two made of
fine Benares silk. And when she visited
what she said was her former home, she
found the saris stored in a trunk, jumbled
in with clothing that belonged to others.
She picked out the three saris she said
were hers, and in fact they had been
Mana’s.

Sukla talked about a brass pitcher in a
particular room of the house. When she
visited, the pitcher was still there. The
room had been Mana’s bedroom, and
Sukla correctly showed where Mana’s cot
had previously been. And tears came to
Sukla’s eyes when she saw her old sewing
machine, the one that Mana had previ-
ously used.

But even if we forget our previous lives,
they influence our present one nonethe-
less. The Bhagavad-gita says that it’s what
we’ve done and thought in our past lives
that determines what kind of body we start
out with in this one. And by what we do
in this life, we’re paving our way to the
next.

According to the Bhagavad-gita, we've
already been through many millions of
lifetimes, and it’s possible we’ll have to go
through many millions more. Some of
them may be in human bodies and some in
the bodies of lower forms like animals and
trees.

But by spiritual realization, the Gita
says, we can free ourselves from spinning
through this endless cycle of incarnations.
We can transcend material existence al-
together and return to our eternal home,
in the spiritual world with Krsna.

The Gita points out that each of us is
eternal and Krsna is also eternal. And our
real existence is our eternal life with
Krsna.

As we travel from lifetime to lifetime,
we can’t hold on to anything, for every-
thing in the material world is temporary.
Everything material fades away and ulti-
mately loses meaning.

The Bhagavad-gita therefore advises
that now, in this present human life, we
should fully use our energy and time for
spiritual realization.

By the time Sukla was seven, her
memories of her former life had begun to
fade. Yet even before the memories left
her, that life was already gone. Sukla had
mentioned that in her former life, as
Mana, she’d had two cows and a parrot.
But after Mana’s death the cows had died,
and the parrot had flown away. o
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

Thou Shalt Not Kill

Not only is meat-eating unhealthy, uneconomical, and unkind,
but all the world’s major religions condemn it.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

Mc;n—cating is bad for many reasons.
For health reasons: “The inherent
cholesterol, toxins, uric acid, high bac-
teria count, general indigestibility, and
lack of fiber in the flesh of an animal
whose life was aborted in turn shortens the
life of the carnivore™ (Mark Braunstein in
Radical Vegetarianism). For economic
reasons: “Land which will produce one
ton of beef will produce ten to twenty tons
of highly nutritive nonflesh foods” (Frances
Moore Lappé in Diet for a Small Planer).
For ethical reasons: “Those who kill ani-
mals for food will be more prone than
vegetarians to torture and kill their fel-
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low men” (Pythagoras).

And for religious reasons. Religion, as
defined in the Vedic literature, means fol-
lowing the laws given by God. “Unfortu-
nately,” Srila Prabhupada points out in his
writings, “the so-called followers are not
following. In the Christian Bible it is said,
“Thou shalt not kill,” but killing is a good
business in the Christian world. There are
so many slaughterhouses.”

In 1973 I was present when Srila
Prabhupada and Cardinal Jean Danielou
discussed this point in Paris. The Cardinal
defended meat-eating, saying that human
life is sacred but animals could be killed

for food. Srila Prabhupada told him,
“That is your interpretation. The com-
mandment is “Thou shalt not kill.” Human
beings are meant to eat vegetarian food.
The tiger does not come to eat your fruits.
His prescribed food is animal flesh. But
man’s food is vegetables, fruits, grains,
and milk products. So how can you say
that animal killing is not a sin? It is sinful,
and as long as a man is sinful, he cannot
understand God. The human being’s main
business is to understand God and to love
Him. But if you remain sinful you will
never be able to understand God —what
to speak of loving Him.”

Although the Bible may contain several
passages that allow meat-eating (and even
these are in question because the original
Greek word for “food” has often been
rendered as “meat” in English), these pas-
sages don’t justify meat-eating for Chris-
tians in general. In fact, Genesis and
Leviticus contain many passages that ex-
pressly forbid meat-eating. But nowhere
in the Bible do we find passages that forbid
vegetarianism.

In addition, there is much evidence that
many early Christian fathers were vegetar-
ian and strongly urged their fellow Chris-
tians to give up meat-eating for ethical and
spiritual reasons. St. John Chrysostom, a
prominent early Church father, wrote, “We,
the Christian leaders, practice abstinence
from the flesh of animals to subdue our
bodies. . . . Thé unnatural eating of flesh-
meat is polluting.”

Like the early Christian leaders, today’s
Christians should give up meat if they care
at all about following Christ’s teachings—
to repent, believe in God, and love Him
with all our heart, and to be just, compas-
sionate, charitable, and joyful. How does
that tally with huge slaughterhouses, where
countless innocent animals are massacred
for our meals? Can anyone honestly be-
lieve Christ, the all-merciful son of God,
would condone this?

Other religions also support meatless
diets, although the so-called followers of
those religions would have us believe
otherwise. Abraham Isaac ha-Kohen Kook,
the first Chief Rabbi of prestate Israel,
said, “In the future ideal state . . . people’s
lives will not be supported at the expense
of the lives of animals.” And Dr. Richard
H. Schwartz, author of Judaism and Veg-
etarianism, concludes, “In view of the
strong Jewish mandates to be compassion-
ate to animals, preserve health, help feed
the hungry, preserve and protect the envi-
ronment, and pursue peace, and [in view
of] the very negative effects flesh-centered
diets have in each of these areas, how do
you justify not becoming a vegetarian?”

What about Islam? Well, around the be-
ginning of the sixteenth century the Chand
Kazi of Navadvipa, a learned scholar in



taken as a reaction to their own sinful
activities.”

It may seem like a great challenge in
self-denial for a life-long meat-eater to
give up his steaks and chops. But if you
switch to prasadam, it’s a cinch. For ex-
ample, if you crave protein-rich succulence,
try preparing a fried cheese dish and offer-
ing it to Lord Krsna. A good one to start
with is this month’s selection. You’ll find it
much more satisfying than meat, because
it satisfies Lord Krsna. And, miracle of
miracles, meat will fade from your memory,
just as it has from ours. o)

=

the Koran, admitted that in the higher
stages of Islam meat-eating is not recom-
mended. And, of course, Buddhism is
known for its doctrine of ahimsd, or non-
violence. Naturally, strict Buddhists fol-
low a meatless diet.

But despite all this, just as we shrug our
shoulders at the economic, ethical, and
health reasons for vegetarianism, we also
shrug at the religious reasons. But we do
so at our own risk, because ultimately we
face not an alternative of vegetarianism or
nonvegetarianism but of following the
laws of God or breaking His laws. It’s easy

enough to break them, certainly—but it’s
impossible to avoid the punishment.

Srila Prabhupada writes, “The animal
killers do not know that in the future the
animals will have a body suitable to kill
them. That is the law of nature. Every
living creature is the son of the Supreme
Lord, and He does not tolerate even an
ant’s being killed. One has to pay for
it. So-called civilized nations are unneces-
sarily maintaining many slaughterhouses
for killing innocent animals. When a na-
tion is attacked by its enemies, the whole-
sale slaughter of the citizens should be

-

(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Fresh Curd from Whole Milk

Preparation time: 20 minutes
Yield: 10 to 12 ounces

8 cups homogenized milk
4 tablespoons fresh strained lemon juice

1. Evenly drape an 18-inch-square cheese-
cloth in a colander or sieve. Then place the
colander or sieve over the sink or a large
bowl.

2. Pour the milk into a 4-quart saucepan
and place over a high flame. Stir constantly
and bring to a full frothing boil.

3. Reduce the flame to low and, before the
foam subsides, pour in the lemon juice. Now
very gently stir the milk. After 10 seconds,
remove the pan from the heat but continue
stirring. After one minute, the curds should
solidify (See Box 1). If they haven’t solidified,
place the milk over the flame again until
lumps of fresh curd separate from the clear,
pale yellow whey. If necessary, sprinkle in
some more lemon juice.

4. Assoon as the curds form, pour in 1 cup
of hot water. Then set aside for 5 to 10 min-
utes, until the curd has settled to the bottom
of the pan.

5. Gently lift out the lumps of curd with a
large slotted spoon and transfer them to the
colander or sieve lined with the cheesecloth
(Box 2). Strain the remaining whey through a
fine-mesh wire strainer and collect the small
pieces of curd. Combine all the curd in the
cheesecloth.

6. Gather the four corners of the cheese-
cloth and lift out the curd. Rinse it for 5 to 10
seconds in a gentle stream of lukewarm water
(Box 3).

7. Gently twist the cheesecloth so that it
loosely binds the hot curd. Hang the cheese-
cloth from a hook or kitchen cabinet knob so
that the whey can drain into a bowl or the sink
for at least 12 hours (Box 4).

Special Tips: Making each batch of curd is
different. You may find that the cheese forms
before all the suggested amount of lemon
juice has been added. If this happens, don’t
add any more juice. It will harden and toughen
the delicate curds. Also, you may want to
speed up the draining process by placing the

freshly wrapped curd back in the colander or
sieve, or on a flat surface such as the rim of
your sink, and putting a 5- to 6-pound weight
on top of it for ¥% to 1'2 hours (Box 5).

Fresh Curd and Green Peas in Tomato
Broth (Panir-mattar Bhujia)

Preparation time: 45 minutes
Yield: 5 or 6 servings

10 to 12 ounces fresh curd

14 cup ghee (clarified butter) or vegetable oil

1'% tablespoons fresh ginger root, scraped
and minced fine

1 to 3 teaspoons hot green chilies, seeded and
minced fine

1Ys teaspoons cumin seeds

Y2 teaspoon black mustard seeds

8 to 10 fresh or dried sweet nim leaves (try an
Indian grocery)

3 firm ripe tomatoes, peeled and diced fine

fresh mint leaves, chopped (optional)

1 tablespoon coriander powder

1 teaspoon turmeric powder

Y4 teaspoon fennel powder, if available

Y4 teaspoon garam masala (try an Indian
grocery)

¥ teaspoon sugar or honey

3 tablespoons fresh coriander or parsley

leaves, chopped
2 cups fresh or frozen green peas
2 cups whey or water
1 teaspoon salt

1. Cut the curd into Y2-inch cubes and lay
them on some paper towels for about 15 min-
utes to absorb the excess whey.

2. Over a medium flame, heat the ghee or
vegetable oil in a 10- to 12-inch frying pan or
5- to 6-quart saucepan. When the ghee is hot,
carefully add the curd cubes and, constantly
turning them, fry until evenly browned on all
sides (Box 6). Now remove with a slotted
spoon and set aside.

3. Into the frying pan place the ginger root,
green chilies, cumin seeds, and black mustard
seeds. Fry until the cumin seeds are brown
and the mustard seeds turn gray and pop.
Now add the tomatoes, powdered spices,
sweetener, and %2 the fresh herbs and fry until
the mixture thickens to a pulp and the ghee
begins to separate from the tomatoes.

4. Add the fresh peas and whey or water,
cover, and cook on a medium flame for 15 to
20 minutes or until the peas are tender. If you
are using frozen peas, add them during the
last 5 minutes of simmering the sauce.

5. Add the cheese cubes and salt, and sim-
mer 5 minutes more. Before offering to
Krsna, stir in the remaining herbs.

=
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On Christians, Communists, and Cow-Killers

What follows is the conclusion of a
conversation that ook place between
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples during an early-morning walk
in March 1975 in Dallas.

Srila Prabhupada: The Christians say,
“We can commit all kinds of sin, but
Christ will take our sins on himself. He
has taken a contract.” Do they not say
something like that?

Devotee: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Poor Christ has to
suffer for all their sinful activities. “He
wanted to save us from sin,” they say,
“so he gave us an injunction that we
don’t have to care whether we sin or
not.” This is hypocrisy.

In Melbourne I was invited by some
priests to speak. They asked me, “Why
do you think the Christian religion is
dwindling? What have we done?” So |
replied, “What have you not done?
You claim that you are followers of
Jesus Christ, yet you are performing all
kinds of sinful activities. Therefore
you will soon have to close down this
hypocrisy.” They were not very much
pleased with that answer.

“What have we done?” they ask.
They have done so many sinful things,
but they do not admit they are sinful.
This is hypocrisy. In the Ten Com-
mandments the Bible clearly says,
“Thou shalt not kill.” But they’ll not
obey. That is sinful.

Willful sinners. If one acts sinfully
out of ignorance there may be some
concession, but they are knowingly
sinful. They know that killing cows is
sinful, yet still they are doing it.
Devotee: Most Christians don’t think
it’s a sin to eat meat, Srila Prabhupada.
Srila Prabhupada: That means the
priests are rascals for misinterpreting
the Bible. This hypocrisy is going on in
the name of religion. But how long can
those who preach such ideas cheat
others? You can cheat all people some-
times, and you can cheat some people
all of the time, but you can’t cheat all
people all of the time.

Devotee: The communists also argue
that the Christian religion is hypocrisy.

They say it is “the opiate of the people.”
So they want to abolish it.

Srila Prabhupada: The communists
have had a bad experience with the
Christian religion, and they have no in-
formation that there is a need of reli-
gion. So they want to abolish all religion.
Devotee: The communists say that the
problems of the world are so great that
unless people give allegiance to a
world government, the problems can-
not be solved.

Srila Prabhupada: We also say that.
Krsna is the Supreme Lord; take shel-
ter of Him and all problems will be
solved. That we are also teaching.
Devotee: But the communists have
missed the point that Krsna must be
recognized as the Supreme Lord.

Srila Prabhupada: Ekale isvara krsna,
ara saba bhrtya: “The only master is
Krsna. Everyone else is His servant.”
This is the central principle of the
Bhagavad-gita. Accept this principle
and everything will be all right, im-
mediately.

If you study the Bhagavad-gita, you
won’t find any word that you can refute
or that is not good for you. The whole
Bhagavad-gita is practical —very con-
genial for human civilization. First
Krsna teaches that you must learn who
you are. You are not the body. You are
a spirit soul within the body. Who

knows this? This is the first lesson
Krsna teaches in the Bhagavad-gita.
As soon as you understand that you are
not the body but that you are within
the body, you understand what spirit
is. Then your spiritual knowledge ad-
vances further. But the rascals do not
know what spirit is. So they have no
spiritual knowledge.

Devotee: They think cows have no
spirit.

Srila Prabhupada: Do you believe that?
Devotee: No. Cows have spirit. The
spirit soul makes the body work.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. How can they
say there is no spirit in cows? You have
spirit. Your body is moving. You are
working. You are eating. You are talk-
ing. And as soon as the spirit soul is
gone from your body, the body be-
comes dead matter. The hands and
legs will still be there, but they will not
work, because the spirit soul is gone.

So, what is the difference between
the cow’s body and your body? Come
to human reasoning. Is there any es-
sential difference between your body
and a cow’s body?

Devotee: No. But now they are saying
that human beings also have no soul.
They say that since the cow has no
soul, we can eat the cow, and since
human beings have no soul—

Srila Prabhupada: You can kill the
baby in the womb. Advancement of ig-
norance is accepted as advancement of
civilization. Why? Because there is no
spiritual knowledge.

[Srila Prabhupada and his disciples

pass a man playing golf. |
Devotee: That man thinks he has re-
tired from working hard, but he’s still
working hard just to put a ball in a
hole.
Srila Prabhupada: What else can he
do? He doesn’t know that there is an-
other engagement—spiritual life. That
is his ignorance.

When there was an electricity failure
in New York, the statistics showed that
more women became pregnant. What
else could people do in the darkness?
“Let us have sex.” That’s all.

Without spiritual knowledge, human
beings become just like animals. &

14 BACKTO GODHEAD




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvmpayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to exp]am the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Gmcr.
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER ONE
Questions by Vidura

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord
Krsna's great devotee Vidura travels to many holy places in India. When
he reaches the bank of the Yamuna River, he comes upon Uddhava, an in-
timate associate of Krsna’s, and asks him for news of the Lord’s family.

TEXT 20

™ A9 WRaRg a9
FOA  TEZIEAM, TG |
TaweTE  fafcasasr-
JEAEARA T NRel)

itthan vrajan bharatam eva varsari
kalena yavad gatavdn prabhasam

tavac chaidsa ksitim eka-cakram
ekdtapatram ajitena parthah

ittham—like this; vrajan—while traveling; bhdaratam—India; eva—
only; varsam—the tract of land; kdlena—in due course of time; yavat—
when; gatavin—visited; prabhdasam—the Prabhasa pilgrimage site;
tavat—at that time; Sasdsa—ruled; ksitim—the world; eka-cakram—by
one military force; eka—one; atapatram—flag; ajitena—by the mercy
of the unconquerable Krsna; parthah—Mahiraja Yudhisthira.

TRANSLATION

Thus, when he was in the land of Bharatavarsa traveling to all
the places of pilgrimage, he visited Prabhasaksetra, At that time
Maharaja Yudhisthira was the emperor and held the world under
one military strength and one flag.

PURPORT

More than five thousand years ago, while Saint Vidura was traveling
the earth as a pilgrim, India was known as Bharatavarsa, as it is known
even today. The history of the world cannot give any systematic account
for more than three thousand years into the past, but before that the
whole world was under the flag and military strength of Maharija
Yudhigthira, who was the emperor of the world, At present there are
hundreds and thousands of flags flapping in the United Nations, but
during the time of Vidura there was, by the grace of Ajita, Lord Krsna,
only one flag. The nations of the world are very eager to again have one
state under one flag, but for this they must seek the favor of Lord Krsna,
who alone can help us become one worldwide nation.

TEXT 21
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tatrdtha Susrava suhrd-vinastim
vanam yathd venuja-vahni-saritsrayam
samspardhaya dagdham athanusocan
sarasvatim pratyag iydya hisnim

tatra—there; atha—thereafter; Susrdva—heard; suhrt—kinsmen:
vinastim—all dead; vanam—forest; yatha—as much as; venu-
ja-vahni—fire due to the bamhoos; sarsrayam—friction with one
another; sarispardhayd—by violent passion; dagdham—burnt: atha—
thus; anusocan—thinking; sarasvatim—the River Sarasvati; pratyak—
westward; iydya—went; tisnim—silently.

TRANSLATION

At the place of pilgrimage at Prabhasa, it came to his knowledge
that all his relatives had died due to violent passion, just as an
entire forest burns due to fire produced by the friction of
bamboos. After this he proceeded west, where the River Sarasvati
flows.

PURPORT

Both the Kauravas and the Yadavas were relatives of Vidura, and
Vidura heard of their extinction due to fratricidal war. The comparison
of the friction of forest bamboos to that of passionate human societies is
appropriate. The whole world is compared to a forest. At any moment
there may be a flare-up of fire in the forest due to friction. No one goes to
the forest to set it on fire, but due only to friction between bamboos, fire
takes place and burns an entire forest. Similarly, in the greater forest of
worldly transaction, the fire of war takes place because of the violent
passion of the conditioned souls illusioned by the external energy. Such a
worldly fire can be extinguished only by the water of the mercy cloud of
saints, just as a forest fire can be extinguished only by rains falling from
a cloud.

TEXT 22
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tasydrm tritasyoSanaso manos ca
prthor athagner asitasya vayoh

tirtharh sudasasya gavarm guhasya
yac chraddhadevasya sa asiseve

tasyam—on the bank of the River Sarasvati; tritasya—the pilgrimage
site named Trita; uSanasah—the pilgrimage site named USana: manoh
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208 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 3, Ch. 1

ca—as also of the pilgrimage site named Manu; prthoh—that of Prthu;
atha—thereafter; agneh—that of Agni; asitasya—that of Asita;
vayoh—that of Vayu; titham—places of pilgrimages; suddsasya—of
the name Sudasa; gavam—that of Go; guhasya—that of Guha; yat—
thereupon; sraddhadevasya—of the name Sraddhadeva; sah—Vidura;
asiseve—duly visited and performed the rituals.

TRANSLATION

On the bank of the River Sarasvati there were eleven places of
pilgrimage, namely, (1) Trita, (2) Usana, (3) Manu, (4) Prthu,
(5) Agni, (6) Asita, (7) Vayu, (8) Sudasa, (9) Go, (10) Guha and
(11) Sraddhadeva. Vidura visited &ll of them and duly performed
rituals.

TEXT 23
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anyani ceha dvija-deva-devaih
krtani nandyatanani visnoh

pratyanga-mukhydnkita-mandirani
yad-darsandt krsnam anusmaranti

N3

anyani—others; ca—also; iha—here; dvija-deva—by the great
sages; devaih—and the demigods; krtdani—established by; ndna—
various; dyatandni—various forms; visnoh—of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead; prati—each and every; ariga—part; mukhya—the
chief; ankita—marked; mandirani—temples; yat—which; darsanat—
by seeing from a distance; krsnam—the original Personality of Godhead;
anusmaranti—constantly remembers.

TRANSLATION

There were also many other temples of various forms of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Vignu, established by great sages
and demigods. These temples were marked with the chief emblems
of the Lord, and they reminded one always of the original
Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna.

PURPORT

Human society is divided into four social orders of life and four
spiritual divisions, applying to each and every individual person. This
system is called varndsrama-dharma and has already been discussed in
many places in this great literature. The sages, or persons who
completely devoted themselves to the spiritual upliftment of the entire
human society, were known as dvija-deva, the best amongst the twice-
born. The denizens of superior planets, from the moon planet and
upwards, were known as devas. Both the dvija-devas and the devas
always establish temples of Lord Visnu in His various forms, such as
Govinda, Madhusiidana, Nrsirhha, Madhava, Kesava, Narayana, Padma-
nabha, Parthasirathi and many others. The Lord expands Himself
in innumerable forms, but all of them are nondifferent from one
another. Lord Visnu has four hands, and each hand holds a particular
item—either a conchshell, wheel, club or lotus flower. Of these four
emblems, the cakra, or wheel, is the chief. Lord Krsna, being the
original Visnu form, has only one emblem, namely the wheel, and
therefore He is sometimes called the Cakri, The Lord’s cakra is the
symbol of the power by which the Lord controls the whole manifestation.
The tops of Visnu temples are marked with the symbol of the wheel so
that people may have the chance to see the symbol from a very long
distance and at once remember Lord Krsna. The purpose of building
very high temples is to give people a chance to see them from a distant
place. This system is carried on in India whenever a new temple is
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constructed, and it appears that it is coming down from a time before
recorded history. The foolish propaganda by atheists that temples were
contructed only in later days is refuted here because Vidura visited these
temples at least five thousand years ago, and the temples of Visnu were
in existence long, long before Vidura visited them. The great sages and
demigods never established statues of men or demigods, but they
established temples of Visnu for the benefit of common men, to raise
them to the platform of God consciousness.

TEXT 24
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tatas tv ativrajya surastram rddham
sauvira-matsyan kurujangalams ca

kilena tavad yamunam upetya
tatroddhavari bhagavatar dadarsa

tatah—from there; tu—but; ativrajya—by passing over; surdstram—
the kingdom of Surat; rddham—very wealthy; sauvira—the kingdom of
Sauvira; matsyan—the kingdom of Matsya; hurujdnigalin—the
kingdom of western India up to the Delhi province; ca—also; kilena—
in course of time; tdvat—as soon as; yamundm—bank of the River
Yamund; upetya—reaching: tatra—there; uddhavam—Uddhava, one of
the prominent Yadus; bhagavatam—the great devotee of Lord Krsna;
dadarsa—happened to see.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter he passed through very wealthy provinces like Surat,
Sauvira and Matsya and through western India, known as
Kurujangala. At last he reached the bank of the Yamuna, where he
happened to meet Uddhava, the great devotee of Lord Krsna.

PURPORT

The tract of land comprising about one hundred square miles from
modern Delhi to the Mathura district in Uttar Pradesh, including a
portion of the Gurgaon district in Punjab (East India), is considered to be
the topmost place of pilgrimage in all of India. This land is sacred
because Lord Krsna traveled through it many times. From the very
beginning of His appearance, He was at Mathurd in the house of His
maternal uncle Karnsa, and He was reared by His foster father Maharaja
Nanda at Vrndavana. There are still many devotees of the Lord lingering
there in ecstasy in search of Krsna and His childhood associates, the
gopis. It is not that such devotees meet Krsna face to face in that tract of
land, but a devotee’s eagerly searching after Krsna is as good as his
seeing Him personally. How this is so cannot be explained, but it is
factually realized by those who are pure devotees of the Lord.
Philosophically, one can understand that Lord Krsna and His re-
membrance are on the absolute plane and that the very idea of searching '
for Him at Vrndavana in pure God consciousness gives more pleasure to
the devotee than seeing Him face to face. Such devotees of the Lord see
I(-Iim {)'aee to face at every moment, as confirmed in the Brahma-sarhita

5.38):

premaiijana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti

yar Sydmasundaram acintya-guna-svardpar
govindam adi-purusari tam ahari bhajami

“Those who are in ecstasy of love with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Lord éyimasundara [Krsnal, see Him always in their hearts
due to love and devotional service rendered to the Lord.” Both Vidura
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and Uddhava were such elevated devotees, and therefore they both came
to the bank of the Yamuna and met each other.

TEXT 25
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brhaspateh prak tanayam pratitam
alingya gadham pranayena bhadram
svdnam aprcchad bhagavat-prajanam
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sah—he, Vidura; vdsudeva—Lord Krsna; anucaram—constant com-
panion; prasdntam—very sober and gentle; brhaspateh—of Brhaspati,
the learned spiritual master of the demigods; prak—formerly; tana-
yam—son or disciple; pratitam—acknowledged; alingya—embracing;
gadham—very feelingly; pranayena—in love; bhadram—auspicious;
suinam—his own; aprechat—asked; bhagavat—of the Personality of
Godhead; prajanam—family.

TRANSLATION

Then, due to his great love and feeling, Vidura embraced him
[Uddhava], who wss a constant companion of Lord Krsna and
formerly a great student of Brhaspati’s, Vidura then asked him for
news of the family of Lord Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT
Vidura was older than Uddhava, like a father, and therefare when the

two met, Uddhava bowed down before Vidura, and Vidura embraced
him because Uddhava was younger, like a son. Vidura’s brother Pandu
was Lord Krsna’s uncle, and Uddhava was a cousin to Lord Krsna.
Accarding to social custom, therefore, Vidura was ta he respected hy
Uddhava on the level of his father. Uddhava was a great scholar in logic,
and he was known to be a son or disciple of Brhaspati, the greatly learned
priest and spiritual master of the demigods. Vidura asked Uddhava about
the welfare of his relatives, ah.hough he already knew that they were no
longer in the world. This inquiry appears to be very queer, but Srila Jiva
Gosvami states that the news was shocking to Vidura, who therefore
inquired again due to great curiosity. Thus his inquiry was psychological
and not practical,

TEXT 26
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kaccit purdnau purusau svandbhya-
padmanuvrttyeha kilavatirnau

dsdta urvydh kuSalam vidhdya
krta-ksanau kusalar $ara-gehe

kaccit—whether; puranau—the original; purusau—Personalities of
Godhead (Krsna and Balarima); svandbhya—Brahma; pidma-
anuvrttyd—Dby the request of the one who is born from the lotus; iha—
here; kila—certainly; avatirnau—incarnated; dsdte—are; urvydh—in
the world; kusalam—well-being; vidhaya—for doing so; krta-ksanau—
the elevators of everyone’s prosperity; kusalam—all well; sira-gehe—
in the house of Siirasena.

TRANSLATION

[Please tell me] whether the original Personalities of Godhead,
who incarnated Themselves at the request of Brahma [who is born

out of the lotus flower from the Lord] and who have increased the
prosperity of the world by elevating everyone, are doing well in
the house of Sirasena.

PURPORT

Lord Krsna and Balarima are not two different Personalities of
Godhead. God is one without a second, but He expands Himself in many
forms without their being separate from one another. They are all ple-
nary expansions. The immediate expansion of Lord Krsna is Baladeva,
and Brahmd, born from the lotus flower from Garbhodakasayl Visnu, is
an expansion of Baladeva. This indicates that Krsna and Baladeva are not
subjected to the regulations of the universe; on the contrary, the whole
universe is under Their subjugation. They appeared at the request of
Brahma to liberate the burden of the world, and They relieved the world
by many superhuman activities so that everyone became happy and
prosperous. Without the grace of the Lord, no one can become happy and
prosperous. Because the happiness of the family of the Lord’s devotees
depends on the happiness of the Lord, Vidura first of all inquired about
the well-being of the Lord.

TEXT 27
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kaccit kuranam paramah suhrn no
bhamah sa aste sukham anga saurih
Yo vai svastndri pitrvad dadati
vardn vaddnyo vara-tarpanena

kurinam—of the Kurus:; paramah—greatest;
suhrt—well-wisher; nah—our; bhamah—brother-in-law, sah—he;
dste—is; sukham—happy; anga—0 Uddhava; saurih—Vasudeva;
yah—one who; vai-—certainly; svasinam—of the sisters; pitr-vat—like
a father; dadati—gives; vardn—everything desirable; vadanyah—
munificent; vara—wife; tarpanena—by pleasing.

kaccit—whether:

TRANSLATION

[Please tell me] whether the best friend of the Kurus, our
brother-in-law Vasudeva, is doing well. He is very munificent. He
is like a father to his sisters, and he is always pleasing to his wives.

PURPORT

Lord Krsna's father, Vasudeva, had sixteen wives, and one of them,
named Pauravi or Rohini, the mother of Baladeva, was the sister of
Vidura. Vasudeva, therefore, was the husband of Vidura's sister, and
thus they were brothers-in-law. Vasudeva’s sister Kunti was the wife of
Pindu, Vidura’s elder brother, and in that sense also, Vasudeva was
brother-in-law to Vidura. Kunti was younger than Vasudeva, and it was
the duty of the elder brother to treat younger sisters as daughters.
Whenever anything was needed by Kunti, it was munificently delivered
by Vasudeva, due to his great love for his younger sister. Vasudeva
never dissatisfied his wives, and at the same time he supplied the objects
desired by his sister. He had special attention for Kunti because she
became a widow at an early age. While inquiring about Vasudeva's
welfare, Vidura remembered all about him and the family relationship.

TEXT 28
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[Canto 3, Ch. 1, Text 31]
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kaccid varathadhipatir yadinarm
pradyumna dste sukham arnga virah
yari rukmini bhagavato ‘bhilebhe
aradhya vipran smaram adi-sarge

kaccit—whether; varitha—of the military; adhipatih—commander-
in-chief; yadinam—of the Yadus; pradyumnah—the son of Krsna
named Pradyumna; dste—is; sukham—happy; anga—O Uddhava;
virah—the great warrior; yam—whom; rukmini—the wife of Krsna
named Rukmini; bhagavatah—from the Personality of Godhead;
abhilebhe—got as a prize; aradhya—pleasing; vipran—brahmanas;
smaram—Cupid (Kamadeva); adi-sarge—in his previous life.

TRANSLATION

O Uddhava, please tell me how is Pradyumna, the commander-
in-chief of the Yadus, who was Cupid in a former life? Rukmini
bore him as her son from Lord Krsna, by the grace of brahmanas
whom she pleased.

PURPORT

According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, Smara (Cupid, or Kamadeva) is one
of the eternal associates of Lord Krsna. Jiva Gosvami has explained this
very elaborately in his treatise Krsna-sandarbha.

TEXT 29
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kaccit sukham satvata-vrsni-bhoja-
dasarhakanam adhipah sa aste

yam abhyasificac chata-patra-netro
nrpdsandsarm parihrtya dirat

kaccit—whether; sukham—is all well; sdtvata—the Satvata race;
vrsni—the Vrsni dynasty; bhoja—the Bhoja dynasty: dasarhakanam—
the Dagirha race; adhipah—King Ugrasena; sah—he; daste—does exist;
yam—whom; abhyasificat—installed; Sata-patra-netrah—Lord Sri
Krsna; nrpa-dsana-asam—hope of the royal throne; parihrtya—giving
up; dirdt—at a distant place.

TRANSLATION

O my friend, [tell me] whether Ugrasena, the King of the
Satvatas, Vrsnis, Bhojas and Dasarhas, is now doing well. He went
far away from his kingdom, leaving aside all hopes of his royal
throne, but Lord Krsna again installed him.

TEXT 30
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kaccid dhareh saumya sutah sadrksa
dste ‘grani rathinar sadhu sambah
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asilta yari jambavati vratadhya
devarn guhari yo ‘mbikayd dhrto ‘gre

kaccit—whether; hareh—of the Personality of Godhead: saumya—0O
grave one; sutah—son; sadrksah—similar; aste—fares well; agranih—
foremost; rathinam—of the warriors; sadhu—well behaved; sémbah—
Samba; asita—gave birth; yam—whom; jambavati—Jambavati, a
queen of Lord Krsna's; vratddhyd—enriched by vows; devam—the
demigod; guham—of the name Karttikeya; yah—whom; ambikaya—
unto the wife of Siva; dhrtah—born; agre—in the previous birth.

TRANSLATION

O gentle one, does Samba fare well? He exactly resembles the
son of the Personality of Godhead. In a previous birth he was born
as Karttikeya in the womb of the wife of Lord Siva, and now he has
been born in the womb of Jambavati, the most enriched wife of
Krsna.

PURPORT

Lord Siva, one of the three qualitative incarnations of the Personality
of Godhead, is the plenary expansion of the Lord. Karttikeya, born of
him, is on the level of Pradyumna, another son of Lord Krsna. When
Lord Sri Krsna descends into the material world, all His plenary portions
also appear with Him to exhibit different functions of the Lord. But for
the pastimes at Vrndavana, all functions are performed by the Lord’s
different plenary expansions. Vasudeva is a plenary expansion of
Narayana. When the Lord appeared as Vasudeva before Devaki and
Vasudeva, He appeared in His capacity as Nardyana. Similarly, all the
demigods of the heavenly kingdom appeared as associates of the Lord in
the forms of Pradyumna, Samba, Uddhava, etc. It is learned here that
Kamadeva appeared as Pradyumna, Karttikeya as Samba, and one of the
Vasus as Uddhava. All of them served in their different capacities in
order to enrich the pastimes of Krsna.

TEXT 31
I A FEEGIIE A
T FEAESTIEE |
SASTATREIITIT
DR g QIER

ksemarn sa kaccid yuyudhana dste

yah phalgunal labdha-dhanii-rahasyah
lebhe ‘njasadhoksaja-sevayaiva

gatim tadiyarn yatibhir durapam

ksemam—all good; sah—he; kaccit—whether: yuyudhdnah—
Sityaki; dste—is there; yah—one who; phalgundt—from Arjuna;
labdha—has achieved; dhanuh-rahasyah—one who understands the in-
tricacies of military art; lebhe—also achieved; afjasa—summarily;
adhoksaja—of the Transcendence: sevaya—by service; eva—certainly:
gatim—destination; tadiyam—transcendental; yatibhih—by great re-
nouncers; durdpam—very difficult to achieve.

TRANSLATION

O Uddhava, does Yuyudhina fare well? He learned the
intricacies of the military art from Arjuna and attained the
transcendental destination which is very difficult to reach even for
great renouncers.

(continued in next issue)
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Devotees Building Africa’s Largest Temple

4

Chatsworth, South Africa— With the
generous financial help of South Africa’s
Indian community, Hare Krsna devotees
are building the largest temple of Lord
Krsna on the African continent.

The structure covers more than four
acres and has three spires, one rising
twelve stories and two rising nine. When
completed, the temple will seat 1,800 in its
main hall. There will be classrooms, of-
fices, living quarters, a large kitchen, a
700-seat amphitheater, and a pool of lotus
flowers encircling the building.

The striking design—a union of tradi-
tional Vedic architectural principles and
modern building techniques—is the work
of Austrian-born architect Raja Rama
dasa, who has helped build Hare Krsna
temples in India. Before coming to Krsna

A blend of Eastern and Western architecture, Africa’s largest

el " -

Krsna temple rises in Chatsworth.

consciousness a decade ago, Raja Rama
worked as an apprentice in several promi-
nent firms in Cologne.

“We realized that if we were to really
build something special for the Lord, we'd
have to manage the contracting ourselves.
So we organized our own construction
company.

“The African continent—maybe the
whole Southern Hemisphere—has seen
nothing quite like it. It’s already attract-
ing many visitors, but just wait till it’s
completed!”

Raja Rama and the other devotees in
South Africa are so enthusiastic to build
the temple that it reached the first-floor
level in only three months and since then
has consistently been going up ahead of
schedule.

ISKCON Guru on Nationwide Radio Show

Dallas— Listeners to forty radio stations
across the United States recently heard
one of ISKCON’s present spiritual masters,
Srila Tamal Krishna Goswami Gurudeva,
speak on Krsna consciousness. The radio
show was America Overnight, a popular
talk show moderated by Ed Busch and
produced here.

After the show Mr. Busch said, “All eight

lights on my telephone were lit up like a
Christmas tree. This show brought in the
most calls I've ever had!” Mr. Busch also
remarked that he and Srila Gurudeva
made a good team. The show was so popu-
lar that Mr. Busch wants to schedule an-
other program in a few months that would
last longer and allow Srila Gurudeva to
answer more calls.

Leading Hindu Group
Lauds ISKCON

Bombay—The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(*“The Universal Hindu Association™), a
religious and social organization with
more than five thousand branches world-
wide, recently recognized ISKCON as “a
great modern representative of Vaisnavism
[devotional service to Visnu, or Krsna],
preserving the purity of the soul and sanctity
of actions for development of love of
God.”

In a signed statement, VHP president
Maharana B. S. Mewar said, “We Hindus
consider the activities of [ISKCON to be an
integral part of our life to preserve and
propagate the pure Vedic culture and
thought for the preservation of mankind.”

The paper recommends ISKCON’s cen-
ters as “oases for Hindus living and travel-
ing abroad, a source of great inspiration
and spiritual strength.”

The VHP statement concludes, “The
religious tradifion that ISKCON repre-
sents is the oldest and purest in its ap-
proach to life in the world, and all respect
should be shown to this great and noble
work.”

Kudos for Srila Prabhupada,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, From
Head of Library Association

Delhi—Recently Dr. D. R. Kalia, presi-
dent of the Indian Library Association,
wrote this warm appreciation of Srila
Prabhupada and his Srimad-Bhagavatam:

“I strongly recommend the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust edition of the ancient
classic Srimad-Bhagavatam to all students
of Indian philosophy and culture. The
original text is presented along with Roman
transliteration, word-for-word synonyms,
accurate translation, and extremely lucid
commentary and exposition. It is a re-
markable work, definitely a landmark in
the matter of elevating humanity toward
world unification and divine consciousness.

“The learned author, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
was a world-renowned saint and savant in
the field of Vedic philosophy and its prac-
tical application in the modern world. He
was unequaled in his efforts to establish the
Vedic way of life in all countries of the
world.”
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“Your Ever Well-Wisher”

Srila Prabhupada’s life story is now on film.

by MADHYAMA-DEVI DASI

SKCON Cinema, the filmmaking branch

of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, has just released a docu-
mentary on the life of Srila Prabhupada.
Titled Your Ever Well-Wisher (after the
closing to Srila Prabhupada’s letters), the
film traces Srila Prabhupada’s life from his
birth in Calcutta in 1896 to his passing
away in Vrndavana in 1977.

Your Ever Well-Wisher tells how, as a
child, Srila Prabhupada worshiped the
Deity form of Lord Krsna and celebrated
the Ratha-yatra chariot festival, how he
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was later influenced by Gandhi’s nation-
alist movement, how he met his spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, and how he then increasingly
dedicated his life to spreading Krsna con-
sciousness in India and around the world.

The film tells of Srila Prabhupada’s de-
termined effort to publish and distribute
BACK TO GODHEAD magazine in India, of
his hardships in traveling to America on
a cargo ship at age sixty-nine and strug-
gling alone in New York City for a year,
and of his tirelessly planting and nurturing

the seeds of Krsna consciousness on six
continents.

“Actually, it’s impossible to do justice
to Srila Prabhupada’s life in a documen-
tary film,” said Yaduvara dasa, who edited
and produced Your Ever Well-Wisher with
the help of his wife, Visakha-devi dasi.
“It’'s impossible because Srila Prabhupada
was not an ordinary person. He was a
completely spiritual, divinely empowered
representative of God. Although he lived
in this material world, he was never af-
fected by it, just as a lotus flower rests on
the water but never gets wet. Srila Prabhu-
pada was totally free of envy, greed, and
lust. And although he was so exalted and
did so much, he didn’t have an iota of
pride. You can see why it was audacious of
us to try to make such a person come alive
in an hour-long documentary.

“8till, my wife and I knew that this film
would be important for spreading Krsna
consciousness—that it would give people
a better appreciation of Srila Prabhupada



and enliven all the devotees. So we pressed
on with the project. We decided that if we
simply portrayed Srila Prabhupada with
as much love and devotion as we could,
then by his mercy the film would be a suc-
cess. It would become spiritualized, and
those who saw it would become spiritually
inspired.”

Your Ever Well-Wisher is the ninth
documentary Yaduvara and Visakha have
made since becoming disciples of Srila
Prabhupada in 1971. They began work on
the film about two years ago, carefully view-
ing all the footage of Srila Prabhupada
they could find. About eighteen hours of
film in all, this included TV coverage, 8
millimeter amateur shots, and 16mm films
they and others had shot over the years. In
addition, they pored over thousands of
still photographs of Srila Prabhupida.

To write the script, they studied the
seventy volumes Srila Prabhupada wrote,
the biography of Srila Prabhupada by
Srila Satsvariipa disa Goswami, and most

of Srila Prabhupada’s seven thousand
letters.

As the film evolved over the months,
the husband-and-wife team showed it to
many devotees to get feedback. Visakha
explained, *Although we felt that this was
our humble attempt to glorify our spiritual
master, we also felt a responsibility to all
the disciples who have dedicated their
lives to Srila Prabhupada. He was an ex-
traordinary person, partly because he be-
longs to a disciplic succession of spiritual
masters that extends back to Lord Krsna
Himself, but also because no one before
Srila Prabhupida ever had so much suc-
cess spreading Krsna consciousness. Just
to convince one person to dedicate his life
to God is an amazing feat—but Srila
Prabhupada convinced thousands! We
knew that his disciples, out of love for
him, would want him glorified perfectly.
So we turned to many of them for help and
advice.”

To add depth to the film, Yaduvara

traveled widely and filmed interviews with
people who had known Srila Prabhupada.
In the film we hear from Acarya Prabha-
kar, Srila Prabhupada'’s first disciple; S. K.
Jain, who printed BACK TO GODHEAD in
India; Sumati Morariji, who provided free
passage to America; Sally Agarwal, Srila
Prabhupada’s first sponsor in America;
Allen Ginsberg, who chanted Hare Krsna
with Srila Prabhupiada in New York and
San Francisco; and renowned scholars, re-
ligionists, and intimate disciples. By blend-
ing these first-hand remembrances with
footage of Srila Prabhupada, the film-
makers offer a rich composite of his life
and teachings.

Is it a success?

“We’ll have to see by the results,”
Visakha answered, “by how the audiences
respond. If people understand anything
about Srila Prabhupada through this film,
they’ll also understand how appropriate the
title is— Your Ever Well-Wisher. And to
that extent the film will be a success.” &&
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Dangers

(continued from page 6)

continuously, hour after hour, day after
day, without change. It’simpossible. Sooner
or later the taste will become stale, and
you’ll have to change to another pursuit,
another race.

But the ruin caused by the time factor is
so all-pervasive that even if you saturate
your life with variegated endeavors for
pleasure in the style of a millionaire
playboy or a jet-setter, still the whole load
quickly loses its thrill. Then, collapsing
under the weight of monotony, you re-
treat into deep depression while externally
mouthing, “I'm O. K., you're 0. K.”

Involvement with material existence
means complete submission to the fascists
of temporality and staleness. There is no
material alternative to this surrender ex-
cept contentment through self-enforced
blindness. Pretend the problems do not
exist, and then possibly you can be happy.
As the old quotation goes, “Where igno-
rance is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.” But
now the problems of the world are becom-
ing so extreme that even ignorance is losing
its charm.

Neither Rabbit, Dog, Nor Hog

What is wrong when Krsna conscious
teachers negate this kind of “life”? What is
the harm when Hare Krsna adherents
point out the gross failures of this kind of
“world”?

Yet in addition to the wonderful charity
of dissipating illusion, the Krsna con-
sciousness movement has even more to
give. After prying open the eyelids of the
voluntary blind, Krsna conscious teachers
present them with the positive alternative:
real life on the transcendental platform,

beyond the material senses, mind, and in-
tellect. As succinctly put by the great devo-
tee Rsabhadeva in Srimad-Bhagavatam
(5.5.1): “Of all living entities who have ac-
cepted material bodies in this world, one
who has received the human form should
not work hard day and night simply for
sense gratification, which is available even
for the dogs and hogs. One should engage
in the spiritual processes necessary to at-
tain the divine position of Krsna con-
sciousness. By such processes one’s heart
is purified, and when one attains this posi-
tion he attains eternal blissful life, which is
transcendental to material happiness.”

For one who can understand the differ-
ence between the external body of matter
and the internal quantum, or packet, of
spiritual consciousness called the soul, an
unlimited realm of nonmaterial enjoy-
ment opens just by his executing the per-
fect techniques of Krsna consciousness.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Lord S$ri Krsna, states in the sixth chapter
of Bhagavad-gita, “In the: pure state of
perfect consciousness one is situated in
boundless transcendental happiness and
enjoys himself through nonmaterial senses.
Established in such permanent ecstasy,
one never deviates from this truth, and
upon gaining it one understands that there
is nothing else to be had. Firmly situated
in perfect awareness of the individual soul
and the Supreme Self, one is never shaken,
even in the midst of greatest difficulties.
This, certainly, is real freedom from all
miseries arising from contact with material
nature.”

While all over the earth human beings
are marching to protest nuclear weapons,
outer space is quickly becoming the most
lucrative military battlefield. In other
words, having successfully endangered
the entire earth and its atmosphere, now it
is time for military technology to ruin the

heavens also. Is there anything that mod-
ern man cannot do?

In the foreword to the 1982—1983 edi-
tion of Jane’s Weapons Systems, the most
authoritative guidebook on military arma-
ments, we find this statement: “War in
space is now a practical matter.” Jane's
then describes the two categories of space
armaments: the spaceborne laser and par-
ticle-beam weapons, and orbiting vehicles
that destroy enemy satellites. Both the
East and West have covered in complete
secrecy any information about these new
toys.

Obviously, now may be a very appropri-
ate time for modern man to glimpse the
overwhelming truth: he doesn’t have the
slightest idea what to do with himself.
Although he has made ingenious advance-
ment in technology, he has failed com-
pletely in the tiny matter of dealing with
himself. In fact, he does not even know
what the selfis. There is no scientific theo-
ry or evidence that can adequately point
out what consciousness is and why one’s
abstract identity does not change even
though every cell in the body (even the
brain) is constantly transforming. Might
not this utter lack of knowledge cause
some social problems?

Of course, in the past we never cared to
understand this subject. Although vo-
luminous, detailed answers about the self
are given in the ancient Vedic texts, we
have successfully ignored them. Burrow-
ing deep inside our mountains of machines
and gadgets, we’ve simply worried about
inflation and the standard of living. But
now the rapidly increasing economic decay
and military conflict throughout the world
are mercifully pressing even dedicated
rabbits to open their eyes and see. And as
reality becomes more and more popular,
Krsna consciousness will become more
and more loved. &

RESOURCES

Krsna conscious summer camps for children.
This summer, your child can enjoy life with
other children the same age at one of the beau-
tiful farm communities of the Hare Krsna move-
ment. Here’s a chance for your child to have fun
and become more conscious of God, by play-
ing, swimming, camping, and learning about
Vedic life in the company of Krsna's devotees.
Your child can attend for one week or several.
But enrollment is limited, so now is the time to
act. For information about the camp nearest
you, in America write to Summer Camp, BACK
TO GODHEAD, P.O. Box 18928, Philadelphia,
PA 19119. Outside America, get in touch with
the nearest Hare Krsna center.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
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classics in your home. Translated and explained
by the foremost scholar and devotee, these
books open up new worlds of spiritual life.
Each book is a deluxe, beautifully illustrated
hardbound volume. And now we make it far
easier for you to get a full set than to acquire the
individual books. For details, write ISKCON
Educational Services, 3764 Watseka Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90034,

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some of
these schools are now prepared to accept stu-
dents from outside their local communities. If
you want your child to have a strong spiritual
foundation, in addition to standard academic
knowledge, consider this golden opportunity.

For more information, write to His Holiness
Jagadisa Goswami, Minister of Education, ¢/o
ISKCON Gurukula, P.O. Box 388, Lake Hun-
tington, New York 12752.

This spring and summer, visit Prabhupada’s
Palace of Gold. You'll find peace and inspira-
tion in this spiritual place of pilgrimage. Tour
the gardens, the gilded walkways, the marble
halls and rooms. See the inspired works of
devotee painters, sculptors, and craftsmen.
And enjoy delicious krsna-prasadam, spiritual
food, in the Palace Restaurant.

It's at New Vrindaban, the 3,000-acre Hare
Krsna community in the scenic West Virginia
hills. Krsna's devotees are here to welcome
you and guide you through the Palace, and we
have a comfortable guesthouse where you can
stay overnight.

The Palace of Gold is open throughout the
year, with special festivals during the summer
months. A schedule of festivals and events is
available.

For more information, write to Prabhupdada’s
Palace of Gold, Hare Krishna Ridge, New
Vrindaban, West Virginia 26041. Or call (304)
843-1600.
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Bees make honey for the Lord at the Hare
Krsna center in Honolulu (top). At right, His
Holiness Narahari Swami (shown above in his
monk’s robes) checks honey production at one
of the hives.
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KEEPING KRSINA’S

HONEY
BEES

A swami from Miami
harvests honey in Hawaii.

by NARAHARI SWAMI

S everal times a week at the Hare Krsna
center in Honolulu, I set aside my staff
and formal monk’s dress, don a full-
coverage white suit, light up my smoker,
and begin one of my favorite spiritual
meditations— taking care of Lord Krsna’s
honeybees.

Who would ever have suspected that bee-
keeping could be a totally transcendental
form of yoga and meditation? Frankly, I
never did until one day about eight years
ago a devotee came running into our Mi-
ami temple screaming, “The temple is
being invaded by a huge swarm of bees!”

|

Alarmed, I peeked through the window.
Sure enough, there they were: thousands
and thousands of bees filling the air like a
great dark cloud.

I don’t remember exactly what impelled

BACK TO GODHEAD 23

ZAHINVS 00



Smoking the hives (right) triggers a honey-
gorging reflex in the bees, who then become
sluggish and easier to handle. Below,
Narahari Swami marks the queen with red
dye so he will be able to tell whether

she is replaced by another queen.

me to do what I did next, but for some
reason or other I cautiously walked out-
side, stood right in the middle of the
buzzing cloud, and thought, “Krsna must
have sent these bees so we could engage
them in His service.”

Within a few minutes the bees had clus-
tered like a large football on the eaves of
our building. Not knowing what to do, I
quickly drove off to a farm supply store
and asked the owners how I could catch
our swarm of bees and what supplies I
would need to cultivate honey from them.
A knowledgeable fellow outlined the pro-
cedure and then sold me all the supplies I
needed.

Off I went. But by the time I got back to
the temple all the bees were gone. Un-
deterred, I started calling all over town to
find some bees to fill Krsna’s first hive. |
discovered many local beekeepers more
than willing to help us get started.

Now, some eight years and thirty hives
later, I can look back and see why Krsna
arranged to start a beehive at His temple.
In the Age of Kali, the Age of Quarrel and
Hypocrisy, Lord Krsna comes in an espe-
cially merciful form, Lord Caitanya, and
indiscriminately gives His mercy to all the
conditioned souls by engaging them in His
service. So why not bees? They can pro-
duce honey, a wonderful sweetener for
food offered to Krsna, as well as clean-
burning wax for candles used in worship of
the Deity form of the Lord. In the hive the
bees also make substances with great
medicinal value, which have been used for
literally tens of thousands of years.

In Hawaii, where honeybees can work
throughout the year, a hive may house
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Part of the two-ton honey harvest flows
out of a drum at the Honolulu Hare Krsna
center (right). Devotees offer all of the
honey to Lord Krsna—either raw or in
dishes prepared for His pleasure.

from forty-five thousand to seventy-five
thousand bees at a time. Each hive has one
queen and about a hundred male bees, the
drones. The rest are sterile females, the
workers. The queen and the drones may
live for a few years, but the workers live
only about seven weeks.

So in each hive, nearly a half million
bees can offer their services to Krsna
every year. This service will in their next
life elevate them to the human form, and
thus they will be saved from having to
enter literally millions of other life forms.
And as human beings, the souls who in
their last life inhabited the bodies of bees
will continue their devotional service to
Krsna.

We have practical experience that bees
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who work for Krsna are generally more
gentle and productive than other bees.
The bees at our center in Honolulu produce
well over two tons of honey each vyear.
Our temple kitchen and wholesale bakery
use most of it. We bottle what’s left and,
after offering it to Krsna, sell it in our
temple store and in local health-food
stores.

Recently, Honolulu hosted the annual
convention of the American Beekeepers
Association. Many commercial beekeep-
ers came to town, and one well-seasoned
professional from Canada met our devo-

A blossom of the holy tulasi bush holds an
especially sweet nectar for one of Krsna’s
honeybees (above). Devotees sell bottles of
the honey, which is in great demand for

its purity and taste, at a booth in the temple
building (top).

tees in Waikiki, where he accepted an invi-
tation to come to our center and see our
bees. Eager to learn some new techniques
from him, [ asked him to work through
our hives with me. He agreed, and as we
began working he was amazed at how en-
thusiastic and well-behaved our bees
were. He’d never seen anything like it.
Each time I work through Krsna’s
hives, Krsna seems to reward me with a
new transcendental realization. For ex-
ample, recently I saw that honeybees
clearly display the spirit soul’s eternal na-
ture: to serve, honor, and love. The orig-

inal nature of all beings is to reciprocate
with Krsna in His unlimitedly sweet loving
affairs. But when the spirit soul comes in
touch with material nature, he misdirects
his love. In the beehive, all the bees serve,
honor, and love the queen. If for some
reason the hive becomes queenless, all the
bees become anxious and will do little or
no work. In the queen’s presence, how-
ever, the bees work feverishly and almost
never turn their back to her. Special atten-
dants feed her and massage her body.
When a new queen is hatching, the work-
ers decorate her cell in anticipation.

Like most queens, the queen bee is very
vain. If for some reason there is more than
one queen in the hive, as soon as they see
each other they will battle to the death.
Even newborn queen bees are murder-
ously vain. Generally, when the workers
are hatching out a new queen, several
other queen cells are growing nearby. As
soon as the first queen hatches, she eats
something and then proceeds to tear apart

all the other queen cells and sting the lar-
vae to death. (Interestingly enough, only
the queen can sting more than once.)

Another fascinating thing is that al-
though no one bee is designated as the
“hive commander” or “hive coordinator,”
the complex hive flourishes harmoni-
ously. There are nectar collectors, pollen
collectors, water collectors, nurses, chem-
ists, scouts, wax makers, ventilators, guards,
cleaners, carpenters, and undertakers. And
sometimes, when honey is scarce, a gang
of bees will raid other hives.

How all this goes on so smoothly has

baffled beekeepers as far back as their
records date. As for myself and the devo-
tees I work with, however, there is no
mystery in the beehives. As Lord Krsna
explains in the Bhagavad-gita, He sits
within the hearts of all living entities and
directs their actions. Krsna is working
wonderfully, guiding all the bees as they
work to produce their honey. It is also
Krsna who creates the varieties of flowers
that attract the bees to come and collect
nectar and pollen. And all this is part of
Krsna’s plan for bees to assist in the polli-
nation and cross-pollination of various
plants.

Sometimes I feel like I could go on
forever relishing the many wonders going
on in Krsna's transcendental beehives.
Then I remember that Krsna says, “This is
all but a tiny spark of My splendor.” And I
reflect on the real honey that I and the
devotees who work with me can harvest
from Krsna's hives—pure, unmotivated
love of God. e
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BRILLIANTAS THE

An excerpt from the foremost book of spiritual knowledge,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, with translation and purport by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

krsne sva-dhamopagate
dharma-jrianadibhih saha

kalau nasta-drsam esa
puranarko 'dhunoditah

This Bhagavata Purana |Srimad-Bhagavatam|
is as brilliant as the sun, and it has arisen just after
the departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode,
accompanied by religion, knowledge, and so on.
Persons who have lost their vision because of
the dense darkness of ignorance in the Age of Kali
will get light from this Purana.
— Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.43

Purport

ord Sri Krsna has His eternal
dhama, or abode, where He

eternally enjoys Himself with His
eternal associates and parapher-
nalia. This eternal abode is a
manifestation of His internal,
spiritual energy, whereas the
material world is a manifestation of
His external, material energy.

As Lord Krsna says in the
Bhagavad-gita, when He descends
to the material world He displays
Himself and all His paraphernalia
by His internal potency, called
atma-maya. His form, name, fame,
paraphernalia, abode, and so on
are therefore not creations of
matter.

Krsna descends to reclaim the
fallen souls and to reestablish codes
of religion, which are directly
enacted by Him. Except for God,
no one can establish the principles
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of religion. Either He or a suitable
person empowered by Him can
alone dictate the codes of religion.

Real religion means to know
God, our relation with Him, our
duties in relation with Him, and
ultimately our destination after
leaving this material body. The
conditioned souls, who are
entrapped by the material energy,
know hardly anything of these
principles of life. Most of the
conditioned souls are like
animals —engaged simply in eating,
sleeping, fearing, and mating. They
are mostly engaged in sense
enjoyment under the pretension of
religiosity, knowledge, or
salvation.

The conditioned souls are still
more blind in the present age, the
Age of Quarrel, or the Kali-yuga. In
the Kali-yuga the population is just
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a royal edition of the animals. They
have nothing to do with spiritual
knowledge or godly, religious life.
They are so blind that they cannot
see anything beyond the needs of
the body. They have no information
of the spirit soul, which is beyond
the jurisdiction of the subtle mind,
intelligence, and ego, but they are
very proud of their advancement in
knowledge, science, and material
prosperity. Having completely lost
sight of the ultimate aim of life, they
risk becoming a dog or hog just after
leaving their present body.

The Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krsna, appeared before us just a
little prior to the beginning of Kali-
yuga [five thousand years ago], and
He returned to His eternal home
practically at the commencement of
the Kali-yuga. While He was
present He exhibited everything by
His different activities. Specifically,
He spoke the Bhagavad-gita and
thus eradicated all pretentious
principles of religiosity. And prior
to His departure from this material
world, He empowered Sri Vyasa-
deva through Narada to compile
the messages of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

Thus the Bhagavad-gita and the
Srimad-Bhagavatam are like
torches for the blind people of this
age. In other words, if men in this
Age of Kali want to see the real light
of life, they must take to these two
books alone. Then their aim of life
will be fulfilled.

The Bhagavad-gita is the
preliminary study of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. And the Srimad-
Bhagavatam is the summum bonum
of life, Lord Sri Krsna personified.
We must therefore accept the
Srimad-Bhagavatam as the direct
representation of Lord Krsna. One
who can see the Srimad-Bhagavatam
can also see Lord Krsna in person.
They are identical. o

[For more from the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
see page 15. If you'd like more information
on this and other transcendental literature
published by the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust, write to ISKCON Educational Ser-
vices, 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles,
CA 90034.]
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EETIERS

THE YOGA DICTIONARY

We welcome your letters. Write to
BAacCK ToO GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

I've been reading Back to Godhead for a
long time now because my sister sub-
scribes to it. Lots of times in your articles
you mention karma. I have a question
about this.

Isn’t it just your karma that you are all
Krishna believers and other people are
Christian or Jewish or whatever? And if it
is just your karma to be Krishnas, then
why bother to go out and try to convert
people to your way of life? Why not let
them just live out the destiny their karma
has determined for them?

Andrew Sailles
Seattle, Washington

OUR REPLY: The answer to your first ques-
tion is no. Becoming a devotee of Krsna
has two causes, neither of which involves
karma, or selfish action followed by a
reaction.

The first cause is some kind of service
performed for Lord Krsna, even unknow-
ingly, in this life or previous lives. This
service produces an attraction for Krsna
consciousness, either later in this life or in
the next. :

An even more important cause, how-
ever, is the mercy of a pure devotee of the
Lord. Because such a devotee directly ex-
periences the great value of Krsna con-
sciousness, he tries to give it to others, His
vigorous efforts in spreading Krsna con-
sciousness can bring anyone to devotional
service, especially a person with a history
of some service in his past.

This brings us to your other questions.
When a devotee goes out to spread the
message of Krsna consciousness, he is, as
you say, trying to change the destiny
people’s karma has determined for them.
But what’s wrong with that? Whether
Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu, or atheist,
a person who lives out his karmic destiny is
sure to suffer repeated birth, old age, dis-
ease, and death. Only pure devotion to
God can break the chains of karma and re-
lease us from these four miseries.

So in an effort to give everyone a chance
to begin serving the Lord, devotees of
Krsna go out and chant Hare Krsna, sell
literature about Krsna, give out food of-
fered to Krsna, and tell people about
Krsna. This is the least we can do to try to
repay the infinite debt we owe our spiritual
masters. &
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The Sanskrit language is rich in words to communicate ideas about spiritual life, yoga, and
God realization. This dictionary, appearing by installments in BACK TO GODHEAD, focuses
upon the most important of these words (and, occasionally, upon relevant English terms) and
explains what they mean. (For a guide to proper pronunciation, please see page 1.)

Dvaita—the philosophy
of dualism, or the idea that
God and the living entity are
two—that they have eter-
nally separate identities.

As espoused by Sripada Madhvacarya
(the renowned thirteenth-century spiritual
teacher) and his followers, dvaita directly
opposes the monistic and impersonalistic
philosophy of Sankara, who five centuries
earlier had taught that God and the living
entity are one. Sankara and his followers
believed that the living entity is actually
God but has become temporarily forget-
ful of his true nature because of the power
of illusion. When the living entity realizes
his true identity as the Supreme, he will
again become God.

The dualists argue that if the individual
living entity was once God but became
covered by illusion, this would mean
that God is not all-powerful, not the Su-
preme—a patent contradiction. God can’t
be subject to illusion, since He is the
source of all energies, including illusion,
or maya. God is never subordinate to any
of His energies, so at no time could He
forget His own divinity. Therefore, the
living entity is not God Himself. Rather,
he is one of His energies, who because
of his minuteness is liable to fall under
the sway of God’s illusory potency.

Concerning the question of whether
the Supreme is a person or not, the Sankar-
ites argue that since from our own experi-
ence we know that form and personality
are limiting, the Supreme, being unlim-
ited, must ultimately be formless and im-
personal—undifferentiated Brahman.

In response, the dvaitists maintain that
while material form and personality are
certainly limiting, formless oneness is even
more so. The true conception of the Ab-
solute is a person with unlimited spiritual
form, personality, qualities, and pastimes.
This is God.

Another argument for the personality
of the Supreme is that since the living en-
tity, who is a part of God, has form and
personality, it stands to reason that the
whole, God, would also have form and
personality. Otherwise God's creation
would possess attributes that He, the
creator, doesn’t have—again, a patent
contradiction.

Dvaitadvaita—the philosophy of

combined dualism and monism, or the
idea that God and the living entity are
simultaneously one and different. The
founder of the dvaitadvaita philosophy
is the thirteenth-century spiritual teacher
Nimbarka.

Dvaitadvaita improves upon dvaita by
adding the understanding that while the
minute living entity is eternally an indi-
vidual, distinct from God, he is also qual-
itatively one with Him. Just as a drop of
seawater has all the qualities of the ocean
in minute degree, the living entity has all
of God’s qualities in minute degree.

In a nutshell, the philosophy of the
dvaitadvaitists is this: God and the living
entity are one in the sense that the energy
and the energetic source can never be
separated. But each individual entity, or
soul, has an eternal individual identity.
No one is separate from God; only through
misuse of his minute independence does
the living entity forget the Lord and think
himself separate from Him. God is the
father of all that exists, animate as well as
inanimate, and when the conditioned soul
realizes that his constitutional position is
to serve his Lord, the soul becomes one
with God in the sense that his desires and
the Lord’s are identical.

For a fuller discussion of dualism and
monism, see Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-
lila, Chapter 7.

Dvapara-yuga—the third in the
cycle of the four yugas, or ages.

According to the Vedic literature, the
four yugas are Satya, Treta, Dvapara,
and Kali. A thousand such yuga cycles
comprise twelve hours in the time scale of
Lord Brahma, the creator of the universe.
Satya-yuga lasts 1, 728,000 years, Treta
1,296,000 years, Dvapara 864,00 years,
and Kali, the present age, 432,000.

In each successive age, people’s aver-
age life span decreases. In Satya-yuga
one could live up to 100,000 years. In
Treta-yuga 10,000. In Dvapara-yuga one
could live up to 1,000 years, and the pre-
scribed means of self-realization, based
on people’s longevity and character, was
opulent and meticulous worship of the
Deity form of the Lord in the temple.

At the end of the last Dvéapara-yuga
(about 5,000 years ago), Lord Sri Krsna
appeared and performed His earthly
pastimes.




A Spiritual Challenge

The Failure of Liberation Movements

When you have no knowledge of God and the soul,
your struggle for freedom ends in bondage.

by SRILA HRIDAYANANDA DASA GOSWAMI

odern history is full of liberation

movements. Even the American
revolution and the formation of the Amer-
ican nation can be seen as a type of libera-
tion movement that signaled the eventual
collapse of European colonialism. In Amer-
ica, modern liberation movements have
sought to free blacks, Latinos, homosexu-
als, females, and so on from the social
dominance and economic exploitation of
so-called “normal” white Americans. Un-
fortunately, almost all these liberation
movements seem to reinforce rather than
transcend a materialistic view of personal
identity and thus unwittingly contain within
their ideology the seeds of prejudice, ex-
ploitation, and bondage—the very things
they are fighting against. This can be
explained as follows.

Modern scientists tend to define reality
exclusively in terms of the laws that gov-
ern matter. Biologist John Maynard Smith
of the University of Sussex declares, “The
individual is simply a device constructed
by the genes to insure the production of
more genes like themselves.” According
to Dr. Richard L. Thompson, a mathe-
matician at the State University of New
York at Binghamton, “This statement con-
veys in a nutshell what modern science has
to say about the meaning of human life.”
Unfortunately, modern liberation move-
ments seem to accept this superficial defi-
nition of life. In the Unity Statement of
the Women’s Pentagon Action, we find
the following statement: “We are made
of blood and bone, we are made of . . .
water.”

Obviously, we are not blood, bone, and
water, since blood, bone, and water are
unconscious material elements that would

hardly march to the Pentagon to secure
political and economic rights. We are con-
sciousness, and therefore we are aware of,
or conscious of, the blood, bone, water,
and so on that make up our body. We
conscious beings march to Washington to
demand our rights. We, who are conscious-
ness, form liberation movements because
it is the nature of consciousness to seek
freedom.

If we misidentify ourselves as molecular
machines, then we fall into the bondage of
gross ignorance, specifically that igno-
rance perpetrated by the worst type of
men, those who would conceptually an-
nihilate the soul and God and obliterate
forever the only real basis of peaceful soci-
ety—namely, mutual respect for the sa-
cred status of all life forms and all living
beings, based on their common quality of
being emanations from God.

In other words, it is my strong conten-
tion that to irrationally assume that every
living being is identical with the physio-
chemical body renders meaningless in an
ultimate sense any attempt to establish a
moral, just, or liberated human society.
Unfortunately, liberation movements tend
to intensify the false egoistic identification
with the material body and thus them-
selves contribute enormously to the con-
ceptual and psychological basis of social
exploitation and manipulation. This point
can be analyzed as follows.

The material body desires sex, food,
shelter, and defense, and the material
mind desires prestige and the sense of
superior status in society. A person domi-
nated by the material body and mind must
become an exploiter or manipulator of the
material world, since such a person is driv-

en to seek personal gratification either as
an individual or through an egotistical
collective identity.

The first stage of liberation is under-
standing that I am not a bag of molecules,
I am not blood, bones, stool, bile, mucus,
and so on: I am pure consciousness. The
Bhagavad-gita teaches us to understand
our spiritual identity and gives the follow-
ing example: We once had a baby body,
and then we had the body of a child, an
adolescent, and finally an adult. Despite
the fact that the body changes its biologi-
cal elements every seven years, forming in
this time span a new physical entity, we re-
main the same person. That continuous
person is the self, or the soul.

If I free myself from the illusion of being
a biological machine, the illusion that my
existence as a conscious person is not ulti-
mately real since it can be reduced to im-
personal, unconscious entities, namely
atoms and molecules—if I can thus free
myself from the big lie of modern so-called
scientists, then I can free myself from
the exploitative, self-centered desires that
plague the material body and mind. This is
real liberation.

A liberated person can deal with any
man or woman without trying mentally or
physically to utilize that person as an in-
strument of personal gratification. A lib-
erated person sees all the creatures of the
earth, those appearing in human society,
animal society, bird society, fish society,
insect society, plant society, or even min-
eral society, as eternal spiritual entities
temporarily encased in various material
coverings.

Thus a liberated person sees that every
living entity is equal to his or her self in a
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spiritual sense. In other words, the liber-
ated person sees that every living entity is
equal spiritually and is thus worthy of re-
spect and concern. A liberated person
cannot view any living entity as a mere ob-
ject of heartless consumption or manipu-
lation. A liberated person opposes the in-
explicable brutality of the slaughterhouse.
A liberated person opposes the cruelty of
the hunters, who slaughter innocent crea-
tures for sport, and he opposes the pub-
lishers who devastate millions of trees
to produce paper on which they print
their pornography, their trivia, and their
materialism.

First we should free ourselves from the
vicious illusion that we are material
machines. Next we should free ourselves
from the selfish desires that pollute the
material body and mind. And finally we
should free ourselves from the misunder-
standing that we are meant to be lords of
the earth. The earth does not belong to
human beings, either individually or col-
lectively. It belongs to God.

The experience of God is immediately
available to any man, woman, or child
who chants His holy name, and indeed
billions of persons have taken advantage
of this facility of God realization through-
out the world. Since statistics prove that
the vast majority of Americans believe in
the existence of God, there is no need to
waste time trying to prove His existence,
but rather we immediately address our-
selves to that vast majority who have at
least sufficient sanity to understand that
there is a Supreme God. (If you are not
convinced or informed about the existence
of God, then you should instantly address
yourself to this primary concern.)

Systematic exploitation of the earth, the
bodies of others, or even one’s own body

" constitutes grave irresponsibility and du-
plicity, since the actual proprietor of the
body has not been conceptually estab-
lished. Upon arriving in a particular coun-
try, our primary concern is to understand
the laws that govern that place. Such laws
are not merely the ordinary physical laws
that govern material objects but also the
acceptable and unacceptable modes of
bodily and verbal behavior in a particular
nation that are enacted and enforced by
those who govern. Recognition or aware-
ness of these laws is of primary and not
secondary concern to a citizen.

Similarly, knowledge of the laws that
govern the universe is of primary concern
to every human being. To suggest that we
put these questions aside reveals a bewil-
dered sense of conceptual priority and
procedure.

If we claim that we will first solve the
immediate problems of the body, we are
presupposing two things that are ludicrous
to presume:
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1. We presuppose that the body, and
not consciousness, or the soul, is the essen-
tial identity of the entity and therefore
worthy of our first concern. We assume
that we are bodies and that perhaps we
have a soul, rather than that we are con-
sciousness, or self, or soul, and that we
have a body.

2. We presuppose that if there isa God,
He is not a participant in or a controller of
the affairs of man and therefore satisfac-
tion of such a God is irrelevant or unneces-
sary to the progressive amelioration of the
human condition. Implicit in this gross
misapprehension is the presumption that
human beings potentially may control the
affairs of the earth, and this implies
human proprietorship of the planet, a con-
cept that reeks of exploitative intentions.

Those who are
exploited should not
try to become equal

exploiters of the
earth. Rather, they
should take to Krsna
consciousness and
attain real liberation.

In fact there is a God, and the universe
is strictly governed by His laws. Violation
of the laws of God threatens and disturbs
all citizens, directly or indirectly. If a man
commits a crime, his crime weakens the
entire system of peaceful coexistence and
is therefore socially undesirable for all citi-
zens. Violation of the laws of God threat-
ens to deviate society from the actual path
of cultural evolution and weakens the en-
tire basis of peaceful coexistence among
humans and other creatures, which is the
mutual recognition of the sanctity of all
life forms.

If the body is not created by God, and if
there is no soul, then control or manipula-
tion of one person by another is merely a
biophysical event without ultimate mean-
ing. Morality and justice are then mere in-
ventions of self-righteous entities, who are
themselves expressing the propensities of
their genes and whose anger and indigna-
tion at social injustice can be described
through the symbols of mathematical ex-
pression as neurochemical brain states.

Thus the attempt by a people or social
class to free itself from oppression or

to achieve justice, in the materialistic
concept, becomes a mere test of political
strength for personal gratification and re-
sembles the model of social Darwinism,
which in itself is the model for unrestricted
exploitation by the most vulgar means.

If we claim that God is useless because
millions of innocent people suffer in the
face of an all-powerful God, then we ac-
cept the primitive concept that the soul is
created in the present life and therefore
cannot be guilty for his suffering as an in-
fant, child, or adult, since he has no ac-
tivities previous to this birth. This concept
of soul-creation, fostered by medieval
thinkers, has bewildered the students of
Western theology and led to the declara-
tion of theistic mysteries, a sorry replace-
ment for explanatory spiritual science.

If we reject God because we cannot ac-
cept the mysterious theology of the dark
ages, and if we thereby ignore the great
mystical traditions of India, which teach
us that the soul is eternal and enjoys or
suffers in this life the fruit of his or her past
deeds, then our approach to the serious is-
sues of life is sectarian and stunted.

We living beings dwell within our bodies
as consciousness, and other living beings
dwell without, perceiving our bodies from
without. What is the absolute logic or
moral imperative—without reference to
God—that assigns the privilege of owner-
ship to the internal and not the external
entity? If we actept the principle that the
body is to be exploited for selfish gratifica-
tion and is not meant for the service of
God, then how do we establish that the
body should gratify the internal rather
than the external controller of the body?

The real tyranny is the tyranny of illu-
sion, which keeps us perpetually in the ig-
norance of material consciousness. Those
who are exploited or oppressed should not
struggle to become equal exploiters of the
earth—to have a fair share of ignorance.
Rather, they should take to Krsna con-
sciousness to scientifically understand the
soul and God, and thus achieve real
liberation.

Real liberation entails extracting the
conscious self from the cycle of birth,
death, disease, and old age. The concept
of liberation without reference to the su-
preme proprietor, the supreme benefac-
tor, and the supreme controller and con-
sciousness, is absurd and hopeless.

If we maintain a society of big exploiters
or of many little exploiters, the result will
be the same. If we try to adjust and inte-
grate a planet full of billions of little gods,
the result will be ludicrous, disastrous,
and useless. The urge to exploit matter for
bodily or mental gratification, and thereby
to gratify one’s false ego, is like a germ. As
long as a single cell of this deadly germ re-
mains within one’s mind, it will continue



to grow, and in its extreme manifestation
it will produce a Hitler or a Stalin.

The rulers of society are ignorant men
who falsely accept the material body as the
self and man as the ruler of the earth. Like
animals, such persons think that their na-
tive land is their property, that their
families are their property, that their per-
sonal bodies are their property, and that
one may enjoy or exploit in any obscene
way, without consideration of the laws of
God.

Unfortunately, many liberation move-
ments accept these basic illusory prin-
ciples but make the following demand:
that the big exploiters of the earth be re-
placed by the many little exploiters—that
exploitation be opened to all, on an equal
basis. Many liberation movements di-
rectly or indirectly, consciously or unwit-
tingly, nullify the very basis of respect
among all creatures, namely, recognition
of the sanctity of all life forms. They do
this by attempting to define immediate re-
ality without reference to a transcendental
source of existence, a supreme conscious
entity with the authority to establish an ir-
refutable imperative of nonexploitative
social intercourse. pers

FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 27—June 25)

May 31— Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Ramananda Raya, an intimate associate of
Lord Caitanya’s who attained the highest level
of love for Krsna.

June 7— Apara Ekadasi (fasting from grains
and beans).

June 8— Appearance anniversary of Srila Vrn-
davana dasa Thakura, sixteenth-century author
of Caitanya-bhagavata, one of the main biogra-
phies of Lord Caitanya.

June 20— Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhusana, a great scholarly
devotee of Krsna who lived during the
eighteenth century and wrote, among other
works, commentaries on the Bhagavad-gita
and the Vedanta-siitra.

June 21—Pandava-nirjala Ekadasi (fasting
from grains and beans).

June 23— Cida-dadhi Mahotsava (Chipped-
Rice-and-Yogurt Festival) of Srila Raghunitha
dasa Gosvami, an intimate associate of Lord
Caitanya’s. Call your local Hare Krsna center
for details.

June 25— Snana-yatra (Bathing Ceremony) of
Lord Jagannatha. This is the date of the bathing
ceremony in Puri, India. For the date of the fes-
tival in your area, call your local Hare Krsna
center.

Month of Vamana
(June 26—July 24)

June 29— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Tamal Krishna Goswami, one of the present
spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna movement.

July 5— Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Srivasa Thakura, an intimate associate of Lord
Caitanya’s who personified the qualities of a
pure devotee of Krsna.

July 6— Yogini Ekadasi (fasting from grains
and beans).

July 10— Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, an intimate associate of
Lord Caitanya’s who personified Krsna's inter-
nal, devotional energy. Also, the disappearance
anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the
pioneer of modern-day Krsna consciousness.
(Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.)

July 11— Gundica-marjana Mahotsava (Festi-
val of Cleansing the Gundica Temple). This fes-
tival commemorates a pastime of Lord Caitan-
ya's in which the Lord personally led His devo-
tees in cleansing a temple near Jagannatha Puri.
Call your local Hare Krsna center for details.
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Uncommon Books for the Common Man

In the spring of 1976 His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness, spent a
month at the ISKCON center in Hono-
lulu. There he worked intensively at trans-
lating and commenting on the Vedic classic
Srimad-Bhagavatarn. He had beenin Hono-
lulu about a week when he announced one
morning, walking along Waikiki Beach,
that he expected to finish that night the last
purport to the Seventh Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. When the devotees expressed
their happiness, Srila Prabhupada replied,
“Oh, I can finish very quickly, but I have
to present it for your understanding. It re-
quires deep thought, very careful thought,
to present it for the common man.”

Srila Prabhupada’s saying that he was
making the Bhagavatam understandable
for the common man didn’t mean his writ-
ings were lacking in substance: they are
pure substance. But in the essential spirit
of the Bhagavatam itself, Srila Prabhu-
pada omitted anything extraneous and
distracting, selecting from the commen-
taries of the previous dcaryas (spiritual
teachers) whatever would best impel his
readers to pure devotional service. At the
beginning of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
author, Srila Vyasadeva, states that the
Bhagavatam excludes all materially mo-
tivated forms of religiosity and offers only
pure devotional service. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam is therefore called “the rip-
ened fruit of the tree of Vedic knowledge.”
And just as the Bhagavatam is itself the
most essential spiritual knowledge, so Srila
Prabhupada, in translating and comment-
ing on the Bhagavatam, utilized the same
spirit of delivering the pure message with-
out any speculation or deviation.

Srila Prabhupada’s presenting Srimad-
Bhagavatam’s message for the common
man did not mean mere simplification. It
meant urgently addressing the reader to
give up the world of illusion and take to
the eternal liberation of Krsna conscious-
ness. Srila Prabhupada was making avail-
able to the average reader spiritual truth
that had been hidden and unavailable, even
to austere practitioners of yoga and to
learned brahmanas proficient in Sanskrit.
“Old wine in new bottles,” Srila Prabhu-
pada called it.

The Vedic truths are eternal, but they
must be presented in every age by stalwart

Vaisnava dcdaryas. On the authoritative
basis of the Vedic literature, the dcarya
clearly establishes the Vedic conclusion as
relevant, universal truth. Modern society
is so degraded, however, that an acarya
can no longer appeal to the authority of
Vedic scripture—no one will accept it.
Srila Prabhupada’s writings, therefore,
deal with such theories as the origin of life
by chance, Darwinian evolution, and
chemical evolution. And he defeats them
all with strong logic, establishing that life
comes from life, not from dead matter.
Srila Prabhupada even dedicated one of
first books, Easy Journey to Other Planets,
to “the scientists of the world,” and he
adapted the Bhagavad-gita verses quoted
in that book into scientific jargon of “mat-
ter and antimatter.” Thus he deftly used
scripture and logic to establish the Vedic
conclusion.

Srila Prabhupada’s writings also com-
bat the false teachings of bogus yogis,
gurus, and “incarnations,” who appear
like a tidal wave of falsity in the modern
age, both in India and the West. His writ-
ings also criticize modern political institu-
tions, analyzing why monarchies fall, why
democracy is also failing, and how dictator-
ship will increasingly harass the citizens.
The governments’ policies and their abu-
sive taxation, their propaganda, their
abandonment of simple, agrarian life—
Srila Prabhupada discusses all in light of
the scriptures.

In his travels Srila Prabhupada ob-
served the rampant degradation of human
society: sexual liberation, the latest fads in
intoxication, and the vicious crimes of ani-
mal slaughter and meat-eating. And his
criticisms and solutions focus the timeless
Vedic wisdom on today’s world. One of
his Bhagavad-gita purports deals specifi-
cally with the threat of nuclear holocaust:

Such people [atheists] are considered the
enemies of the world because ultimately they
will invent or create something that will bring
destruction to all. Indirectly, this verse antic-
ipates the invention of nuclear weapons, of
which the world today is very proud. At any
moment war may take place, and these
atomic weapons may create havoc. Such
things are created solely for the destruction
of the world, and this is indicated here. Due
to godlessness, such weapons are invented;
they are not meant for the peace and pros-
perity of the world.

Srila Prabhupada’s criticisms are strong
and authoritative, befitting a true acarya;
his uncompromising spirit is appealing.
He is not a timid scholar pointing out some
obscure historical references. Yet under-
lying his writing, a humble tone of request
speaks to the heart. As the servant of the
servant of Lord Krsna, he asks everyone
to please take up the process of Krsna con-
sciousness and be restored to his original,
constitutional position of eternity, bliss,
and knowledge.

More than simply rendering the Vedic
literatures, however, Srila Prabhupada
also established a way of life based on that
Vedic literature. Consequently, he gained
first-hand experience in bringing the most
materialistic persons to the standard of re-
nunciation and devotional service. His
books reflect these practical realizations,
and many times his purports relate to the
difficulties and triumphs in trying to intro-
duce spiritual principles within a material-
istic society.

In the Sixth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, for example, Srila Prabhu-
pada presents the story of Daksa’s cursing
Narada Muni after Narada had instructed
Daksa’s sons in pure Krsna consciousness.
The jealous father, considering Narada
his enemy, cursed him to be always travel-
ing, without any home. In his commen-
tary, Srila Prabhupada writes that he also
was cursed by the parents of his disciples
and that, therefore, despite his having
many centers around the world, he must
constantly travel and preach. Thus Srila
Prabhupada imbued his writings with the
thoughtfulness of his own personality—
that of a pure devotee faithfully dedicat-
ing his body, mind, and words in the
service of the message of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

Srila Prabhupada’s books, therefore,
are eternal truth made practical. They
combine the thoughtfulness of a textual
scholar with the practical application of a
transcendental social and political re-
former. Many scholars have translated
and commented on the Vedic literature,
but their writings have lacked the potency
to change the heart of the reader and
make him a devotee of Lord Krsna. Srila
Prabhupada’s books, however, are genu-
ine, and they are inspiring thousands of
people throughout the world to become
devotees of the Lord. —SDG

32 BACK TO GODHEAD




Centers of the Hare Krsna Movement
(continued from the back cover)

EUROPE (continued)
OTHER COUNTRIES
Helsinki, Finland—Govinda’s, Jadkirinkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
idelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 0622115101
Madrid, Spain—Calle del Tutor 27, Madrid 8/ (1) 247-6667
Milan, Italy—Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ 2/862-417
Munich, W. Germany—Gewerkenstr. 13, Gelsenkirchen-Schalke/ (089) 6014536
Naples, Italy—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (Na)/ 81/881-5431
Padua, Italy—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (Pd)/ 49/760-007
Paris, France—Chateau d'E wille, 60440 N il le Haudouin 68950/ (4) 454-0400
Pisa, Italy—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ 587/616-194
Rome, Italy—Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ 6/654-8856
Rome, Italy—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ 6/263-157
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-515710
Strasbourg, France—57 Ave. des Vosges, 67000 Strasbourg/ (88) 362409
Tel Aviv, Israel—P.O. Bax 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Turi;ls.qzmgl;;&rada Berra 15/1, Loc. Terti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/
11 -
Varese, Italy—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (Va)/ 331/783-268
Vienna, Austria—Kirchengasse 32, A-1070 Wien/ (0222) 93 24 57
LZirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69.33.88
FARM COMMUNITIES
Almviks Gird, Sweden—15300 Jima/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsithha-
Kjsetra)—(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)— (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Didingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43.26.98
Florence, Italy (Villa Vindivana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in
Percussina, 50026 San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi)/ 55/820-054
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-23-26
ESTAURANT
Copenhagen, Denmark—Studiestraede 12, 1455 Copenhagen/ (01) 131051

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide—13-A Frome St., Adelaide, South Australia 5000 (mail: Box 111, Rundle St.,
P.O. 5000)/ (08) 223-2084

Brisbane—56 Bellevue Terrace, St. Lucia, Queensland 4067 (mail: P.O. Box 649,
Toowong 4066)/ (07) 370-7478

Cairns—69 Spence St., Caims, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre
4870)/ (070) 51-8601

Canberra — 59 Argyle Sq., Reid, Australian Capital Territory 2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567,
Civic Square, Canberra 2608)/ (062) 48-9620

Melbourne— 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122

Newcastle— 108 Curry St., Merewether, New South Wales 2291 (mail: P.O. Box 169,
Merewether 2291)/ (049) 63-1962

Perth—60 Havelock St., West Perth, West Australia 6005 (mail: P.O. Box 598, West Perth
6005)/ (09) 322-3245

Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross 2011)/(02) 357-5162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: P.O. Box 493, St. Mary's 2760)/ (045) 75-5284

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana)—'Eungella,’ Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
MNew South Wales 2484 (mail: P.O. Box 687)/ (066) 72-1903

Rive:nE;’(I-New Gaudadesh)—P.O. Box 1418, Renmark, South Australia 5341/ (050) 27-8226

Al

Adelaide—Govinda's (at ISKCON Adelaide)

Cairns—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caims)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., (03)/ 63-1578

Melbourne—Gopal’s, (crossways first floor) 11-15 Elizabeth St./ (03) 62-2800

Newcastle—Gopal's, (lower ground floor) 176 Hunter St./ (049) 63-1962

Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Queensland/ (075) 39-9310

Sydney—Gopal's, 18A Darcy St., Parramarta/ (02) 635-0638

Sydney—Govinda's Take-away and Healthy, Wealthy & Wise (both at ISKCON Sydney)
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJ1

Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf
Course) (mail: c/o R.D. 2, Kumeu)/ 412-8075

Christchurch, New Zealand—30 Latimer Sq./ 65689

Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: c/o P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48

Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391 282

RESTAURANT
Auckhn&l\;{w Zealand—Gapal's, 1st Floor, 291 Queen St., (opp. Cinema Centre)

Accra, Ghana, W. Africa— 582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Cape Town, S. Africa—26 Grotto Rd., Rondebosch, 7700/ (021) 653 712

Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—P.O. Box 212, Caro Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19

Harare, Zimbabwe—P.0. Box 2090

Johannesburg, S. Africa—62 Houghton Dr., Houghton 2196/ (011) 728-2157

Kisumu, Kenya—(Kibuye) off Nyerere Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 1102)

Lagos, Nigeria—2B Coker Rd., llupeju (mail: P.O. Box 8793)/ 962189

Mauritius—White House, Celicourt Antelme St., Quartre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quarte Dorne, Mauririus) 46804

Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavai House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd.,
P.O. Box 82224/ 312248

Nairobi, Kenya—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946/ 744365

ASIA
INDIA

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—?7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935

Bangalore, Karnataka—34/A, 9th ‘B’ Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layour,
560 086 (mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418

Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujata Saciety, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125

Bombay, Maharask Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 626-860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O.
Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas
Guwahati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010
Miyapur, W. Bengal—Shree Miyapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur
Dham (District Nadia)
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058
Silichar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Malugram, Cachar District, 788002
Singapore, Singapore—P.O. Box 20, Sembawang P.O.
Surat, Gujarat—21-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395 007/ 87668
Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T. T. D. Qrs., Vinayaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort PO, 695023
Vrindivan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg,
Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayipur, W. Bengal—(contact [SKCON Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan—Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188, New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—>5 Homantin St., Flar 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630
Jakarta, Ind ia—]Jalan R gun Muka Timur 80/ 4835-19
Kathmandu, Nepal—5Sri Kunj, Kamaladi
Mandaue City, Philippi 231 Pagabungan Rd., Basak, Cebu/ 83254
Manila, Philippines—1446 Looban St. Paco/ 593652
Selangor, Malaysia—No. 18 Jalan 6/6, off Jalan Anak Gassing, Petaling Jaya/ 564957
Singapore—103, Wellington Rd., Sembawang, 2775
Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave., Shemstad St., No. 3/644-272
Tokyo, Japan—3-13-4 Kamirenjyaku, Mitakashi, Tokyo T181/ (0422) 475847
FARM COMMUNITY
Luzon, Philippines—Comillas Cervantes, Ilocos, Sur

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e
Benjamin Constant)

Belo Horizonte, MG—Rua Gongalves Dias, 2411, Lurdes 30.000/ (031) 335-1551

Curitiba, PR—Rua Pres. Carlos Cavalcante, 1090, Sio Francisco 80.000/ 234-0573

Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourenco, 2114, Aldeota

Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387

Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomds Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078

Recife, PE—Ave. 17 de Agosto, 257, Parnamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-1908

Rio de Janeiro, R]—Rua da Cascarta, 70, Tijuca

Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Broras 40.000/ (071) 244-1072

Sao Luiz, MA—Rua Deputado José Maria, 93-Fatima

Sio Paulo, SP—Rua dos Franceses, 323, Bela Vista/ (011) 284-4075

FARM COMMUNITY

Pindamonhangaba, Sio Paulo (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400)

MEXICO

Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/
(905) 271-0132
Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42 67 66
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel/ 459047
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)— (contact ISKCON Mexico City)

OTHER COUNTRIES
Arequipa, Peru—Leticia 204
Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 255-9842
Buenos Aires, Argentina—CC 80, 1602 Florida
Cali, Colombia—Avenida 5B Norte, 23D-35/ 684234
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcién, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360 (altos)
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uirvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
La Paz, Bolivia—Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
Lima, Peru—Jiron Junin 415/ 28-94-91
Medellin, Colombia—Villa Rica 2 Trasversal 75, No. 72B-110/ 345753
Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531, Suc. Pluna
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a
INPSA No. 10 (mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Apdo. 2384, Calle Yasuni No. 404 (mail: P.O. Box 2384)
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Torre Blance Urbanizacién Carmiol,
Montes de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon
Q, iago, Chile—Estudi . 150
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 688-7242
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave.: Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios,
Zapotitdn, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
RESTAURANTS
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procuradores No. 36
Lima, Peru— Azangaro 149
San José, Costa Rica—50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (at ISKCON Santiago)




Enjoy the‘Taste of Spiritual°Life

At the centers of the Hare Krsna movement, you'll find classes
in the science of self-realization, blissful chanting of Hare
a, festivals, and—every Sunday afternoon—the
famous Hare Krsna feast. To find out more, call or visit
the Hare Krsna center nearest you.
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NORTH AMERICA
CANADA

Edmonton, Alberta—=8957 77th Ave., TSN ZN7/ (403) 466-9037
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 527-1101
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V3] 3G8/ (604) 433-9728
Waterloo, Ontario—51 Amos Ave., N2L 2W6/ (519) 888-7321

FARM COMMUNITY
Woburn, Quebec (New Badrinatha)— 145 Rang Louise, GOY 1RO/ (819) 566-2282

RESTAURANTS
Montreal—Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510
Ottawa—The Back Home Buffer, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460

U.S.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland —200 Bloomsbury Ave., m:n-.\:lln 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Hl"rkcfr:y,(..alnfornm—iii‘i Stuart St., ‘14!0‘1; (415) 540- 9215
Boston, Massachusetts—72 ()rmmunv.;.llth Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Chicago, Illinois— 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 651-3193
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75213/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
E. Lansing, Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gainesville, Florida— 1208 S.W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904) 371-2579
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 526-9860
Hyannis, Massachusetts— 127 Ridgewood Ave., 02601/ (617) 771-4244
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8332
Long Island, New York—197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watscka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Newark, Delaware—168 Elkron Rd., 19711/ (302) 453-8510
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhomn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (212) 855-6714
Norman, Oklahoma—312 S. Webster, 73069/ (405) 360-5536 (mail: P.O. Bax 5997, 73070)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Portland, Oregon— 3828 Southeast Division St., 97202/ (503) 232-2590
Providence, Rhode Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109 (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhaktivedanta Institure & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415)664-2397
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Box 215, Rt. 181, Gurabo, Santa Rita, 00658/ (809) 727-6926
Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania— 103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—T701 W. Pensacola, 32304/ (904) 222-0790
Tampa, Florida—1814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 254-2256
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Ouaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100

Kr

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklahoma (New Kuruksetra)—Route 1, Box 296-A, 74729/ (405) 367-2784
Gainesville, Florida—Rt. 2, Box 24, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-4880
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) —(contact ISKCON San Juan)
Hillsborough, North Carolina—Rt. 2, Box 395-E, 27278
Hopland, California (New Mt. Kailas)—Route 175; Box 469, 95449/ (707) 744-1100
Hotchkiss, Colorado (New Barshana)—P.O. Box 112, 81419/ (303) 527-4584
Lynchburg, Tennessee (Muriri-sevaka)—Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A (Mulberry), 3735%
(615) 759-7058

New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge,
(304) 843-1600

Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnpaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 527-2493

Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3187

RESTAURANTS

Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740

Leucadia, CA—Govinda's, 1470 N. Hwy. 101, 92024/ (619) 942-1330

Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269

New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (closed Dec. — April)
Portland—(at ISKCON Portland)

St. Louis—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Sr. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161

San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083

San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290

San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753- ‘J?L‘i
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Gaovinda, Tetuan 153, \ iejo San Juan/ (809) 7

EUROPE
ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—21 Ava Avenue, Ormeau Rd., Belfast 7
Dublin, Ireland-——Castlefield House, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
Glasgow, Scotland—>571 Sauchiehall St., Charing Cross, Glasgow G3 7PQY 041-21-5999
London, England (city)— 10 Soho St., London W1/ 01-437-3662
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertsfordshire WD2 8EP/ Radlert 7244
Manchester, England—106 College Road, Whalley Range, Manchester 16/ 061-881-1947
Worcester, England— Chaitanya College at Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcester
WRSE 9DW/ 090 567-214
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Hare Krsna Farm)—County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 9-10 Soho St./
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland —Keizersgracht 94/ 020-249 410
Antwerp, Belgium—125 Katelijnevest/ 031-320987
Athens, Greece—Bhak a Culrural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
Barcelona, Spain—Calle Cuatro Caminos 27-29, Barcelona 22/ (3) 211-0216
Bologna, Italy—V liceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (Bo)/ 51/700-868
Catania, Sicily—V in Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Cartania/ 95/552-152
Copenhagen, Denmark — Ashoyvei 35, 4600 Koge/ (03) 650536
Githenburg, Sweden—Paradisvigen 11, 43331 Partille/ (031) 444636
Graz, Austria—Idlhofgasse 86/3, 8020 Graz/ 0316-37775
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsniis Gird, 140 32 Gridinge/ 0753-29151

26041/

27-4885

01-437-1835

(This list of worldwide Hare Krsna centers continues on the inside back cover.)





