Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,

His Divine Grace A.C.

Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America

in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm.communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His
disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.
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BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupida began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1

To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.
. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

6.

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sankirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

To bring the members closer together for the
purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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The Self

And Its Bodies

A lecture given in June 1976
by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
at the Detroit Hare Krsna center

yathajrias tamasa yukta
upaste vyaktam eva hi

na veda purvam aparam
nasta-janma-smrtis tatha

“As a sleeping person acts according to
the body manifested in his dreams and accepts it
to be himself, so one identifies with his present body,
which he acquired because of his past religious
or irreligious actions, and is unable to know
his past or future lives.”
— Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.49
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ch: is a very good example of the
ignorance that covers the living entity
in the material world. When we dream, we
forget everything about ourselves—that
we are Mr. Such-and-Such, an inhabitant
of such-and-such a place, with such-and-
such bank balance. Everything is forgot-
ten. And when we awaken, we forget
about the dream. This is our daily experi-
ence. But whether we are in the wakened
state or the dreaming state, we are seeing
our own activities. In the dream we are the
seer, and in the so-called awake condition
we are also the seer. So we, the spirit soul,
who is experiencing, remain the same, but
the circumstances change and we forget.

Similarly, we cannot remember what
we were in our previous life. Nor do we
know what we are going to become in our
next life. But it is a fact that, as spirit souls,
we are eternal. We existed in the past, we
exist at the present time, and we shall con-
tinue to exist in the future. Krsna explains
this in the Bhagavad-gita [2.12]: *O Ar-
juna, you, I, and all these persons who
have assembled on this battlefield have
existed before, and we shall continue to
exist in the future.” This is the preliminary
understanding in spiritual life—knowing
“I am eternal.™

As spirit souls, we do not take birth,
nor do we die (na jayate mriyate va
kadacit). We are not finished with the de-
struction of the material body (na hanyate
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hanyamane Sarire). The destruction of the
body is going on already. Our childhood
body is now destroyed; you cannot find
that body. Our youthful body is also de-
stroyed; we cannot find it anymore. And
in the same way, our present body will also
be destroyed, and we shall get another
body (tatha dehantara-praptih).

When the soul transmigrates, the gross
body is lost. The gross body is made of
matter, and anything material will eventu-
ally be finished. That is the nature of mat-
ter. But the spirit soul is never finished.

So we are changing bodies, one after an-
other. Why are there different types of
bodies? Because the living entity, the spirit
soul, is contacting various modes of ma-
terial nature. And according to what modes
are influencing him, the living entity de-
velops a gross body.

So we have acquired our present body
because of our past activities. Karmana
daiva-netrena jantur dehopapattaye: One
gets a particular type of body according to
his past karma, or material activities. Na-
ture acts automatically, according to our
karma. Suppose you contract some disease.
Nature will act: you will have to develop
that disease and undergo some suffering.
Similarly, when we come under the influ-
ence of the modes of material nature and
perform karmic activities, we must trans-
migrate from body to body. Nature’s law
works so perfectly.

Now, when we come to the civilized
human life, we should ask, “Why am I suf-
fering?” The problem is that because we
are under the spell of maya, illusion, we
take suffering to be enjoyment. Maya
means “that which is not.” We are think-
ing we are enjoying, but actually we are
suffering. In this material body we have to
suffer. We suffer on account of the body.
Pinching cold, scorching heat—we feel
these things on account of the body.
Under certain circumstances we feel plea-
sure. But in the Bhagavad-gita [2.14]
Krsna advises,

matra-sparsas tu kaunteya
Sitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah
agamapayino 'nityds
tams titiksasva bharata
“Material happiness and distress are
caused by the body. They come and go
just like seasonal changes. So do not be
disturbed; try to tolerate them.”

As long as we are in this material world,
happiness and distress will come and go. So
we should not be disturbed by them. Our
real business is trying for self-realization.
That must go on; it must not stop. Self-
realization is the goal of human life. Suf-
fering and so-called happiness will go on
as long as we have a material body, but
we must come to the knowledge that “I
am not the body; I am a spirit soul. I
have gotten this body because of my past

ILLUSTRATION BY KHANDITA-DEVI DASI

The ever-present self and its
ever-changing bodies.

As day turns to night, the
schoolboy becomes a baseball
star, or the flunky becomes the
boss. And in the course of a life
the boy disappears, a young
man comes on the scene, and
soon an old man stands in his
place.

Which of these identities is
real? None of them.
Unchanging throughout all
these changes, the self is
eternally the same. But as the
boy when asleep forgets his
waking life and when awake
forgets his dreams, in this life
we forget our past lives and in
the next life forget this one.

And as our thoughts and
actions when we're awake carry
us into our dreams, our
thoughts and actions in this life
carry us to the body we receive
in the next.
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activities.” That is knowledge.

Now, a sensible man should consider,
“Since I am a spirit soul and my body is
simply a covering, is it not possible to end
this process of transmigration from body
to body?” This is human life—inquiring
how to stop the contamination of the
material body.

Unfortunately, people in the modern so-
called civilization do not ask this question.
They are mad after gratifying the senses of
the body, so they act irresponsibly. As ex-
plained in the Srimad-Bhagavatam [5.5.4],

niinari pramattah kurute vikarma
yad indriya-pritaya aprnoti

na sadhu manye yata armano 'vam
asann api klesada asa dehah

“People who act only for sense gratification
are certainly mad, and they perform all
kinds of abominable activities. In this way
they insure their transmigration from body
to body perpetually, and thus experience all
kinds of miseries.”

We do not understand that the body is
always klesada—it always gives us pain.
For the time being we may feel some plea-
sure, but actually the body is a reservoir of
pain. Here is a good analogy in this con-
nection: Formerly, when the government
officers would want to punish a criminal,
they would tie his hands, take him into the
middle of a river, and push him down into
the water. When he was almost drowned,
they would draw him up from the water by
his hair and give him a little rest. And then
again they would push him down into the
water. That was one system of punishment.

Similarly, whatever little pleasure we
are feeling in this material world is exactly
like the pleasure the criminal would feel
when he was drawn up from the water.
That’s all. Severe suffering with a few mo-
ments of relief—this is what the material
world is like.

That is why Sanatana Gosvami, who
had been a wealthy minister in the Moham-
medan government in India, presented
himself to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu* and
asked, ke ami, kene amdya jare tapa-
traya: *Who am I? And why am [ suffering
the threefold miseries?” This is intelli-
gence. We are constantly undergoing some
sort of distress, whether caused by the
body and mind, inflicted by other living
entities, or brought about by natural dis-
turbances. We don’t want all these mis-
eries, but they are forced upon us. So
when one accepts a spiritual master, the
first question should be, “Why am 1
suffering?”

But we have become so dull, like the

animals, that we never ask this question.
The animals are suffering (everyone knows
this), but they cannot ask why. When an
animal is being taken to the slaughter-
house, he cannot ask, “Why am I being
taken by force to the slaughterhouse?”
But if you take a human being to be killed,
he’ll make a great noise: “This man is tak-
ing me to be killed! Why am [ being
killed?” So one important distinction be-
tween human life and animal life is that
only the human being can ask “Why am |
suffering?”

Whether you are President Nixon or a
man in the street, you are suffering. That’s
a fact. You are suffering on account of
your body, and you are doing something
that will cause you to accept another ma-
terial body. You are suffering because in

Human life means
to give up looking
for happiness through
sense gratification,
which is just like
a mirage in the desert,
and to try for
spiritual happiness.

* Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Lord Krsna Him-
self in the role of His own devotee, appeared in
Bengal, India, five hundred years ago to teach
love of God through the chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra.
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your past life you indulged in sense gratifi-
cation and got a body according to karma,
and if you engage in sense gratification in
this life and do not try to elevate yourself,
you'll again get a body and suffer. By na-
ture’s way you'll get another body accord-
ing to the mentality you have at the time of
death. And as soon as you get another
body, your suffering will begin again.
Even in the womb of the mother you will
suffer. To remain in that compact bag for
so many months, hands and legs all tied
up, unable to move—this is suffering.
And nowadays there is also a risk of being
killed in the womb. And when you come
out, more suffering. So we should be intel-
ligent enough to ask, “Why am I suffer-
ing? And how can I stop this suffering?”
And until we ask “Why am I suffering?”
our human life has not begun. We remain
animals.

Asking about the ultimate cause of our
suffering is called brahma-jijiasa, inquiry
into the Absolute Truth. Asitissaid in the
beginning of the Vedanta-sitra, athato
brahma-jijaasa: *“Having gotten the
human form of life, one should inquire
into Brahman, the Absolute Truth.” So
we should take advantage of the human

form of life. We should not live like an-
imals, without any inquiry, without trying
to find out how to stop our miserable
material life.

Of course, we are actually trying to stop
our own miseries, by working so hard in
the struggle for existence. Why do we try
to get money? Because we think, “If I get
money, my distress will be mitigated.” So
the struggle for existence is going on, and
everyone is trying to become happy by
getting sense gratification. But sense
gratification is not real happiness. Real
happiness is spiritual happiness, which
comes from serving Krsna. That is happi-
ness. Material happiness is simply per-
verted happiness.

Material happiness is like the mirage of
water in the desert. In the desert there is
no water, but when a thirsty animal sees
the mirage of water in the desert, he runs
after it—and dies. We know that there is
no water in the desert—that the “water”
is just a reflection of the sunshine—but
animals do not know this. Similarly,
human life means to give up looking for
happiness through sense gratification,
which is just like a mirage in the desert,
and to try for spiritual happiness.

We can awaken to this higher happiness
simply by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Chant-
ing Hare Krsna is such a simple thing, yet
it can relieve all our suffering in the material
world.

Our suffering is caused by the many
dirty things within our heart. We are just
like a criminal who has dirty things within
his heart. He thinks, “If I get such-and-
such thing, I'll be happy.”™ And at the risk
of his life he commits a crime. A burglar, a
thief, knows that if he is captured by the
police he’ll be punished, but still he goes
and steals. Why? Nuanam pramattah: he
has become mad after sense gratification.
That’s all.

So we have to purify our hearts of our
dirty desires, which are forcing us to act
for sense gratification and suffer. And in
this age the purification is very, very easy:
Just chant Hare Krsna. That’s all. This
is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s contribution.
Ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-maha-dav-
agni-nirvapanam. If you chant the Hare
Krsna mantra, you will be relieved of the
suffering caused by transmigrating per-
petually from body to body. Chanting is
such a simple thing. There is no question
of caste, creed, nationality, color, social
position. No. By the grace of God, every-
one has a tongue and ears. So everyone
can chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Just
chant Hare Krsna and be happy.

Thank you very much.
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YAMARAIA DASA

OW HIS ART
HAS MEANING

A gifted artist gives up a career on Madison Avenue

for a simple life of spiritual dedication.

by NANDARANI-DEVI DASI

In the spring of 1969, the Today Show
ran a special on the paintings of Alfred
Valerio, a Madison Avenue ad designer
on his way to the top of the commercial art
world. While most of his contemporaries
starved in their studios, Alfred was selling
his paintings for $1,000 each and taking
contracts for everything {rom corporate
logos to city hall murals.

Thirteen years later, Alfred (now Bhakti-
siddhanta dasa) has no time for what he
considers the meaningless art of the com-
mercialized West. From his headquarters
in Mayapur, West Bengal, Bhaktisiddhanta
oversees teams of sculptors, painters, and

craftsmen as they erect a 160-foot-high
memorial to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder
and spiritual guide of the Hare Krsna
movement.

Of course, back in 1969 Alfred couldn’t
have dreamed he’d soon be chanting Hare
Krsna, living a simple life in an Indian vil-
lage, and helping to build a masterpiece of
classical Vedic architecture. His back-
ground was solidly in Western art. Trained
by a host of commercial art and fine art
professionals at the Los Angeles College
of Art and Design, Alfred became the
friend and protégé of Thomas Buechner,

the director of the Brooklyn Museum. On
a John F. and Analee Stacy fellowship for
classical painting, he studied two years
in Italy and produced more than seven
hundred paintings.

To satisfy his interest in the philosophi-
cal side of life, he turned to Western reli-
gious sources. An Italian Catholic, he
naturally looked to the Bible for spiritual di-
rection as well as pictorial themes for his
art. While in Florence, he painted murals
for churches and seriously considered let-
ting his beard grow, donning a long flow-
ing robe, and joining the order of Capu-
chin monks. But he gave up that idea and
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A figure takes shape
(right) under the skill-
ful hands of Bhakti-

siddhanta dasa, worki

here in Los Angeles
1976. To create the fig-
‘ure, he uses the tradi-
tional Indian method of
puttala, constructing a
base of straw upon
which he will mold the
final form in clay.
Below, he models one
of the heads for the
final diorama (far
right), part of the First
American Transcen-
dental Exhibition at the
Los Angeles Hare
Krsna center.

returned to the States to begin his career.

“I was frustrated as an artist,” reflects
Bhaktisiddhidnta, “because I wanted to
amalgamate truth and beauty. But the
truths of life around us—birth, old age,
disease, and death—are far from beauti-
ful. And the beauty we do see is so
temporary and insubstantial that it doesn’t
represent any lasting truth.” Unable to
find a satisfying solution to his dilemma,
Bhaktisiddhanta had to content himself
with producing ads for Jeeps, Tide, Ivory
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MURALIVADANA DASA

VISAKHA-DEVI DAS

Soap, and Duncan Hines cakes.

Then Bhaktisiddhanta and his wife,
now known as Vidya-devi dasi, paid their
first visit to a Hare Krsna temple, in Miami.
“I was astounded,” he remembers. “I was
introduced to Lord Krsna, who is simul-
taneously the Absolute Truth and the em-
bodiment of Absolute Beauty. I knew
immediately that Krsna consciousness was
what I'd been looking for.”

Joining the Hare Krsna movement
didn’t slow down Bhaktisiddhanta’s :

production in the least. In fact, it gave his
artistic life new depth and direction. Now
at last he had a worthy subject for the
painting, sculpture, and architecture he’d
mastered.

Bhaktisiddhanta reflects on the first lec-
ture he attended at the Hare Krsna center
in Miami: “The speaker described how
Maha-Visnu, an expansion of Lord K
creates the cosmos by exhaling universes
as He lies in the Causal Ocean. I antici-
pated with great excitement being able to




illustrate the actual creation in full detail.”
Even more exciting for Bhaktisiddhanta
was discovering the personalistic theology
taught in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam, two basic books of Ved
knowledge. This theology encompassed
the life and activities of a personal God,
not an abstract, impersonal energy. Bhakti-
siddhanta learned that God has form and
personality along with an enchanting king-
dom full of His friends and relatives and a
variety of flowers, trees, birds, and ani-

mals. Moreover, Krsna consciousness was
exemplified by a self-realized master of
the art of serving God— Srila Prabhupada.

ome a professional artist you
must find an art master and study under
him,” explains Bhaktisiddhanta. “So the
idea of accepting a guru wasn’t new to me.
I'd had many art ‘gurus’ who'd helped me
shape my art style and professional tech-
niques. But my spiritual master, Srila
Prabhupada, was able to improve my art
in a more profound way, by giving it a
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MURALIVADANA DASA

spiritual foundation.”

Now Bhaktisiddhanta is offering that
spiritual art back to Srila Prabhupada.
His expertise in sculpture and painting is
helping to produce a unique architectural
masterpiece—Srila Prabhupada’s puspa-
samadhi, or memorial tomb, in Mayapur.
He described some of its features: “Around
the dome of the samadhi wil 1d sixteen
twelve-foot-high statues depicting devo-
tional practices taught by Srila Prabhu-
pada, such as worship of the Deity in the
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DRAWING BY SADHANA-SIDDHI DASA

temple, protection of cows, Vedic educa-
tion, and distribution of literature about
Krsna. Nine eight-foot-high statues will
show various ways to serve Krsna—hear-
ing His instructions, chanting about Him,
remembering Him, and so on. In addition,
sixteen hundred feet of bas-relief panels
will portray devotees chanting Hare Krsna
in chorus while hundreds of demigods
shower flowers and benedictions upon them
and Srila Prabhupada.”

Working as an assistant to His Holiness
Surabhir-abhipalayantam Goswami, the
chief architect for the Mayapur project,
Bhaktisiddhanta has designed all the fig-
ures that embellish the samadhi. He gives
his drawings to sculptors, who carve the
pieces and later cast them in cement or
bronze under his direction. Bhaktisiddhanta

portraying Srila Prabhupada’s life.

Bhaktisiddhanta’s work will by no means
end with the completion of the sarmadhis in
Mayapur and Vrndavana. At that point he
will simply turn his attention toward the
greater task of spreading Krsna conscious-
ness all over the world through art.

“Architecture coupled with painting,
sculpture, and dioramas is a potent way to
spread Krsna consciousness,” says Bhakti-
siddhanta. All major religions have glorified
God by erecting magnificent buildings—
temples, mosques, churches, cathedrals,
synagogues. We want to affirm the perma-
nence of Vedic culture through splendid
architecture, and we also want to introduce
the West to Krsna, the pinnacle of artistic
expression.

“Just as the philosophy of Krsna con-

The Srila Prabhupada memorial Bhaktisiddhinta dasa is helping to build in Mayapur, West Bengal.

is also preparing a larger-than-life-size stat-
ue of Srila Prabhupada, which will sit in an
ornate inner chamber four stories high. In
addition, he plans more than a dozen
three-quarter-size plaster dioramas that
will encircle the eighty-foot-wide building
and portray the philosophy of Krsna con-
sciousness and the pastimes of Lord Krsna.

Simultaneously, Bhaktisiddhanta is help-
ing to construct a traditional samdadhi in
Vrndivana, the town ninety miles south of
Delhi where Krsna enacted His childhood
pastimes. This samddhi, which marks the
actual resting place of Srila Prabhupada’s
body, will be finished in luminous white
marble. It will house a museum of dioramas
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sciousness is gradually bringing about a
spiritual revolution in the field of Western
philosophy, I believe the art of the Hare
Krsna movement will cause a similar rev-
olution in the art world. The philosophy is
personal and the art is personal—nothing
abstract about it. Abstract art typifies so-
cial alienation. But people don’t want to be
alienated: they want meaningful personal
relationships. Through our sculptures,
paintings, and dioramas, people can learn
the philosophy of Krsna consciousness and
begin to reestablish their eternal relation-
ship with the Supreme Person, Krsna.”
Many Hare Krsna leaders agree with
Bhaktisiddhanta that art and spreading
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Krsna consciousness go hand in hand. For
example, the heads of the Hare Krsna cen-
ters in Baroda and Bhubaneswar have re-
quested dioramas for teaching Krsna con-
sciousness. Bhaktisiddhanta will design
and direct the production of dioramas
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam as well as
the Mahabharata and Ramayana, two clas-
sical Vedic histories. And his team in
Mayapur will cast lightweight figures in
bronze and aluminum for shipment to the
West.

Although busy with two large construc-
tion projects, Bhaktisiddhanta still finds
time to use his illustrational talents. In
Vrndavana, he often turns his attention to
what he was first trained for—book illustra-
tion. His current projectis The Life of Srila
Prabhupada, a 32-page illustrated booklet
based on the Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, a
biography of Srila Prabhupéada by Srila
Satsvarupa dasa Goswami. In his illustra-
tions, Bhaktisiddhanta has caught the mood
of Srila Prabhupada as he struggled with
determination to spread love of God world-
wide. Another book consists of on-site il-
lustrations detailing the arduous task of
building the samadhis in Mayapur and
Vrndavana.

For Bhaktisiddhanta, life in the Hare
Krsna art world is far more exciting and
productive than life on Madison Avenue.
“By the ingenuity of my spiritual master, I
have found a satisfying way to put all those
years of training and experience to use. My
love for my work grows as I find newer and
more potent means of achieving and teach-
ing spiritual knowledge through art.” &

Worshiping the Deities of
Radha and Krsna every
morning in the Hare
Krsna temple in
Vrndavana (left) inspires
Bhaktisiddhanta for his
creative work. At far left

is one of a series of
watercolors he painted to
show the stages in the
construction of the Srila
Prabhupada memorial he
is helping to build there.
Above, he consults with
His Holiness Surabhir-
abhipalayantam Swami
and a local craftsman at
the Vrndivana
construction site.
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We welcome your letters. Write to
Back To GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

LETTERS

Some time this year I received by chance
an issue of BACK TO GODHEAD. Being ot
an inquisitive nature, I took some time in
reading it. A large proportion of it corre-
lates with most religious dogma. That is, it
rests on the basic assumption of the exis-
tence of some undefinable entity, in this
case Krsna. However, this is not what
concerns me.

My mind was particularly stirred on
reading an article entitled “Srila Prabhu-
pada Speaks Out— On Truth, Belief, and
Science.” My criticism is leveled at the ar-
guments used by Srila Prabhupada, which
I believe to be fallacious, delusive, and
uninformed.

For instance, Srila Prabhupida argues
that science is not scientific because it is
upheld by belief rather than fact. The jus-
tification he cites is that science cannot
prove its theory that life originates from
chemicals.

Yet in 1953 Stanley Miller synthesized
amino acids, which are the building blocks
of proteins and hence life (since all life is
composed of proteins). The experiment
was performed using simple mixtures of
gasses and an electric spark that simulated a
shot of lightning hitting a primitive ocean
some 3 x 10" years ago. Several further
steps of successful protein synthesis have
since been elucidated. So much for an
inability to prove scientific theory.

If one cares to glance through a few sci-
entific journals, ample proof exists of
many such scientific theories.

Srila Prabhupada goes on to make his
second faux pas: “But if, as you say, life
comes from matter, then you must dem-
onstrate it by supplying the missing chemi-
cals to make a dead body live again.”

This statement reflects Srila Prabhu-
pada’s basic misunderstanding and shal-
low comptehension of death. The process
of death, akin to many chemical reactions,
is a series of irreversible reactions. It does
not just depend upon the presence of
some miraculous chemical. When the
brain is starved of oxygen, its components
degenerate irreversibly. To produce life
again would require a very speedy brain
transplant.

Another fallacy I observed concerns a
remark about the soul. Srila Prabhupada
states that consciousness is a symptom of
the soul. I disagree. Surely it is the brain
that is the cause of consciousness. Why?
Well, remove or destroy the brain, and
consciousness also disappears. Conscious-
ness, then, is merely due to neural activity
within the brain.

In conclusion, it is not so much the
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problem under discussion that worries
me, so much as the overtly transparent ar-
guments proposed. I am not out to deny
the existence of a soul or of a god by
my criticisms but to point out the ir-
rationalities of the arguments used. Obvi-
ously, however, by way of these criticisms
my feelings are inadvertently expressed.
Nicholas Huggins
Melbourne, Australia

OUR REPLY (from Sadaputa dasa): A
person who presumes to criticize the
reasoning of others should certainly be
capable of presenting logical arguments
himself. Unfortunately, however, your
letter contains some striking deficiencies
in logic. For the sake of setting some mini-
mal standards for rational argument, [ will
point out a few of these deficiencies.

1. You refer to Miller’s synthesis of
amino acids from simple molecules, and
you say, “So much for an inability to prove
scientific theory.” Now, the theory in
question maintains that all life has arisen
from an original “primordial soup” by
purely physical processes. Do you really
think that Miller’s synthesis of amino acids
proves this? That’s like saying, “Monkeys
striking typewriters can produce English
words. Shakespeare’s plays are made of
English words. Therefore monkeys strik-
ing typewriters can produce Shakespeare’s
plays.” Your fallacy in logic is obvious, but
nonetheless I will point it out explicitly: If
A entails B and B is true, then it does not
follow (as you seem to think) that A is
necessarily true.

You also vaguely refer to the elucida-
tion of other steps of protein synthesis.
Now just what steps in abiogenetic protein
synthesis have actually been demonstrated?

Are you perhaps referring to Sidney
Fox’s synthesis of proteins by the heating
of amino acids? There the problem was
that, contrary to Fox’s early claims, the
amino acid sequences of his proteins were
highly chaotic and therefore not at all com-
parable to the highly organized sequences
of biological proteins.

Thus far, in fact, no one has been able to
show how purely physical processes could
generate the complex but orderly struc-
tures of biological proteins from disor-
dered molecular components. (Of course,
it is possible to synthesize any protein by
laboratory procedures, but this is obvi-
ously irrelevant. The question is: Could
highly organized proteins arise in nature
without the direction of an intelligent
agent?)

I should note also that merely coming

up with protein molecules is not enough to
enable matter to give rise to life. At the
very least, what would have to arise would
be a complex, spatially organized system
of molecules that was capable of self-
reproduction.

The system of self-reproduction in
today’s cells is incredibly complex, and it
involves, among other things, the genetic
code. This code correlates each of the
twenty standard amino acids with an
“anti-codon” made of three RNA bases.
The code seems arbitrary, for it is not deter-
mined by any recognizable chemical re-
lationship among the various molecules
involved. But without a consistent code of
this kind, the system of protein generation
in living cells would not work.

How did this genetic code arise? What
was the “original” self-reproducing machin-
ery like? No scientist at present can even
begin to answer these questions. If you did
more than simply glance at a few scientific
journals, you might be able to appreciate
just how far scientists are from proving that
life has arisen from chemicals.

2. You criticize Srila Prabhupada for
challenging scientists to supply the missing
chemicals needed to restore life to a dead
body. Here Srila Prabhupada is simply
giving a brief summary of the program
many scientists propose.

If he had wanted to get into detail, he
could have pointed out that the added
chemicals might have to be organized in
space in a systematic way and that un-
wanted chemicals (such as products of
decay) might have to be removed. His
challenge would still have been: “If you
claim you can create or restore life in this
way, then prove your claim by actually
doing it. Don’t call yourself a scientist and
just make empty boasts.”

A prominent biochemist recently in-
formed me that if he were given the money
now being spent on defense, he could
build living cells from off-the-shelf chemi-
cals in ten years, without having to dis-
cover any new scientific principles. His
claim is that we can create life by adding
chemicals together in the right way. Un-
fortunately, I don’t think the government
will call his bluff by giving him the defense
budget.

3. You say that surely the brain is the
cause of consciousness, because con-
sciousness disappears when the brain is
destroyed. Now, why do we say that it dis-
appears? The reason we say this, of
course, is that external symptoms of con-
sciousness, such as speech and intelli-
gence, disappear.

At this point, let us consider what hap-
pens when we communicate with someone
using a radio transceiver. We observe that
the radio produces intelligent answers in
response to our questions. If the circuits in

(continued on page 14)



Doing Bhakti-Yoga in Your Home

MAKING A
HOME ALTAR FOR
LORD KRSNA

Every place is God’s place—and here’s one way
to put that understanding into practice.

by MADHYAMA-DEVI DASI

e ran down the echoing, tiled hall with
delighted shouts, all nine of us, released
from Sunday school, our Sunday shoes clatter-
ing, our Sunday hair-ribbons flying. At the end
of the hall we went leaping down the steps, then
swung around the corner to the breezeway and
almost made it out the door to freedom when—
“Children!”
Uh oh. Mrs. Gorensman.
“Children, we must always remember that this
18 God’s house. We don’t run and shout here. We

always walk nicely and keep our voices down.
All right?”

PHOTO BY YAMARAIA DASA
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{Chorus) “Yes, Mrs. Gorensman.”

We managed decorum the last ten feet
to the door, as I recall. But once out the
door of God’s house and onto the streets
of God’s world, any thoughts of God or
Mrs. Gorensman were dissolved in the au-
tumn sunshine as we ran the ten blocks
home for lunch.

And really, this attitude of ours was
founded on what Mrs. Gorensman had
taught us. What she meant to instill in us
was respect for God’s house. But implicit
in her admonition was a dichotomy: God’s
house was where we behaved nicely and
got gold stars for remembering Bible
verses; our house was where we threw our
socks on the floor and watched Mickey
Mouse (and remembered every commer-
cial, gold stars or not). Religion had a
place in our lives, of course. But it was a
place apart. God was ten blocks away,
from ten to eleven in the morning, on Sun-
day for the Protestants and Catholics, on
Saturday for the Jewish kids.

As we grew older, though, and explored
our varied religious traditions more in-
tently, we began to understand, at least
theoretically, that every place should be
God’s place, since this world is His cre-
ation. But theoretical knowledge didn’t
help us in our daily lives. Walking nicely
and keeping our voices down was fine for
church or temple, but what do you do at
football games? In fact, what does a foot-
ball game have to do with God? And how
about dates?

The conflict between theory and prac-
tice led me to search for a more integrated
way of life, a way of life in which every ac-
tivity in every place could be directly re-
lated to God. This search ended when I
learned about the process of bhakti-yoga,
devotional service to God.

One important step in the process of be-
coming God conscious is to make your
home God's home. Instead of going to
visit Him only once a week, invite Him
into your home through the process of
Deity worship: by setting up and taking
care of a home altar. By remembering
Him and having His association daily,
you’ll naturally develop more love for
Him.

Krsna, or God, is the Supreme Person.
He has unlimited powers. One of those
powers is His ability to be present person-
ally in any of His multifarious energies.
We’ve already spoken, in previous articles,
about how He appears, or incarnates, in
the energy of sound vibrations. When you
chant His holy names or read scriptures
spoken by or about Him, He is personally
present with you.

But that is not the only way He can ap-
pear. God’s form, which is unlimited and
spiritual, can also manifest in an appar-
ently material medium, in a way just suit-
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able for our seeing Him. And in this form,
whether it be a picture or sculpture, He
will also kindly accept our service. This is
His special mercy on us. Because we are
imprisoned in our material bodies, with
material eyes, we can’t see His spiritual
form now. So He comes in a form that is
apparently material, just to encourage us
to remember and serve Him.

This doesn’t mean that we can worship
anything or anyone as God. Bhakti-yogais
not pantheistic. We can’t worship a brick,
a tree, or our 1981 BMW and expect to be
in touch with God. Nor does it mean that
we can “make unto ourselves idols,”
which are no more than artistic concoc-
tions of our imagination (golden calves,

Atheists challenge,
“All right,
if there’s a God,
why can’t I see Him?
Can you show me God?”
Such cynics will
never see God.

We cannot see God
by our own efforts,
but God has the power
to reveal Himself
to us if He likes.

voodoo dolls, and so on). The Vedic scrip-
tures are clear on this point. Only those
forms carefully described by the authorized
scriptures, and confirmed through the dis-
ciplic succession of spiritual masters, are
worshipable.

If you want to get a letter to its destina-
tion, you have to drop it into an author-
ized mailbox. You can’t just build a box,
paint it red and blue, and expect your let-
ter to reach its destination when you drop
it in. (And if someone catches you making
phony mailboxes, you'll be in big trouble.)

Now, the Mayavadis, or impersonalists,
say that God is not really a person but we
pretend He's a person to focus our medita-
tion, to make it easier for us to become
“self-realized.” At that point, the Maya-
vadis say, we will understand that we are
God. Then we can throw away our altars—
or, better yet, justclimb up and sit on them
ourselves! '

It’s clear that this theory is silly. God

never forgets that He’s God, and He
doesn’t have to do yoga to remember. We
are iiny parts of God. Because we are
small, we have forgotten Him. But Heisan
eternal person, and so are we. And bhakti-
voga, loving devotional service to God, is
the eternal activity we’re meant to engage
in. Our perfection is not to become God,
but to become perfect servants of God.
And in order to engage us in that service,
even in thismaterial world, He has givenus
the means to worship His form, which is
nondifferent from Himself.

But although we are in the material
world, we don’t perform Deity worship
for material, fruitive results. We don’t
offer the Lord water so that He will recip-
rocate by making it rain. We don’t burn
candles and pray to hit the jackpot in the
state lottery. We don’t give a tenth of our
income as some kind of “seed,” hoping to
reap financial security in return.

Because God is the owner of everything,
whatever we give Him is actually already
His. He has no need of our offering. But if
we give Him our service out of love for
Him, He will make that love increase. Au-
tomatically, our love for materialistic,
self-centered life will decrease. And when
our last bit of selfish attachment is gone,
we will have fully developed our spiritual
vision, our spiritual eyes.

When our love for God has fully de-
veloped, our senses will be purified. As
the Brahma-sarhhita says: “The devotees
whose eyes are smeared with the ointment
of love of God see Him within their hearts
twenty-four hours a day.”

Atheists often challenge, “All right, if
there’s a God, why can’t I see Him? Can
you show me God?” Such cynics will never
see God. We cannot see God by our own
efforts, but God has the power to reveal
Himself to us if He likes. Trying to see
God by our own efforts is like trying to see
the sun at night. We may foolishly scan the
heavens with powerful searchlights, but
our efforts will prove useless. In the morn-
ing, however, when the sun rises by its
own will, we can easily see it. Similarly, we
cannot see God by our own endeavors, be-
cause our material senses are imperfect.
But bhakti-yoga, including Deity worship,
helps us purify our senses. We simply have
to purify our senses and wait for the time
when God will be pleased to reveal Him-
self to us. By our loving service, we try to
please God. This is the process of bhakti-
yoga.

Having a home altar is part of this pro-
cess. Every time you see it, you'll remember
Krsna. You'll have a focus for your chant-
ing and reading, and active engagement
for all your senses. As Srila Prabhupida’s
spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura , once said, “Don’t try
to see God. Rather, act in such a way that



God will want to see you.” When Lord
Krsna sees your sincere desire to serve,
He’s sure {0 reciprocate.

Setting Up Your Altar

When you set up your altar, you're invit-
ing Lord Krsna and His pure devotees into
your home. If you keep in mind that
they’re the most honored guests you will
ever entertain, the rules of Deity worship
will be easy for you to understand and
apply.

Where should you set up the altar? Well,
how would you seat a guest? Anideal place
would be clean and well lit, and free from
drafts and household disturbances. Your
guest, of course, would need acomfortable
chair, but for the picture you’ll be worship-
ing, a wall shelf, a mantelpiece, a corner
table, or the top shelf of abookcase will do.
You wouldn’t seat a guest in your home
and then ignore him; you’d provide a place
for yourself to sit, too, where you could
comfortably face him and enjoy his com-
pany. So don’t make your altar inaccessible.

What do you need for an altar? The
essentials are as follows:

1. A picture of the spiritual master

2. A picture of Lord Caitanya and His
associates

3. A picture of $r1 Sri Radha-Krsna

You’ll also want an altar cloth and as
many items for offering as you can pro-
cure. These include water cups (one for
each picture), candles and candle holders,
a special plate for offering food, a small
bell, incense and an incense holder, and
fresh flowers, which you may offer in vases
or simply place at the feet of the person
they’re being offered to.

Let’s explain the items one by one.

The first person we worship on a home
altar is the spiritual master. The spiritual
master is not God. Only God is God. But
because the spiritual master is the dear-
most servant of God, he deserves the same
respect and honor as that given to God. He
links the disciple up with God and explains
the process of bhakti-yoga to him.

There are two kinds of gurus: the in-
structing guru and the initiating guru.
Everyone in the West who takes up the
process of bhakti-yoga owes an immense
debt to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupédda. Before Srila
Prabhupada came to the West, no one here
knew anything about the practice of pure
devotional service to Lord Krsna. There-
fore, everyone who has learned of the pro-
cess through his books, his Back TO
GODHEAD magazine, his tapes, or his Hare
Krsna movement should offer respect to
Srila Prabhupada. As the founder and
spiritual guide of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, he is the in-
structing guru of us all.

As you progress in bhakti-yoga, you will
eventually want to accept initiation. Srila
Prabhupada, before he left this world in
1977, also provided for this. He set things
up in such a way that senior devotees
would carry on his work by initiating their
own disciples in accordance with his or-
ders. When you accept initiation, you’ll
also worship a picture of your own initiat-
ing guru along with Srila Prabhupada.

Another picture that should be on your
altar is a picture of Lord Caitanya and His
four associates, who are called (all to-
gether) the Parica-tattva. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is the incarnation of God
for this age. He is Krsna Himself, de-
scended in the form of His own devotee to

Our perfection is not
to become God,
but to become perfect
servants of God.
And in order to
engage us in that
service, even in this
material world, He
has given us the means
to worship His form,
which is nondifferent

from God Himself.

teach people how to surrender to Him,
specifically by chanting His holy names
and performing other activities of bhakti-
yoga. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the
most merciful incarnation. His mercy isso
great that even if we offend Him in our
worship (by doing things wrong, or by not
doing everything we should), He ignores
our offenses.

And of course your altar should have a
picture of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Sri Krsna, with His eternal con-
sort, Srimati Radharani. Srimati Radha-
rani is the internal potency of Sri Krsna.
She is devotional service personified, and
devotees always take shelter of Her to
learn how to serve Krsna.

Now that you have the place and the pic-
tures, set up the pictures nicely on the
cloth, and you can begin your worship. The
simplest worship you can offer is to chant
the holy names of the Lord before your
altar. In fact, this chanting of Hare

Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare is something you should
do along with any other kind of worship.
The chanting of the holy names of the Lord
is the basis of all other methods of
bhakti-yoga, and it is the sacrifice intended
for this age.

Besides the chanting, offer the other
items daily. Each morning, you should
carefully clean the altar. Cleanliness is es-
sential in Deity worship. You wouldn’t
neglect cleaning the room of an important
guest in your house, remember. Rinse out
the cups and put fresh water in them daily.
Place them conveniently close to the pic-
tures. You should take away the flowers as
soon as they become a little wilted if they
are in vases, or daily if you have offered
them by putting them at the base of the pic-
tures. You can offer fresh incense at least
once a day, and you can have the
candles lit when you are chanting before
your altar.

Krsna explains in Bhagavad-gita that al-
though He is in need of nothing, He ac-
cepts offerings of fruit, flowers, leaves, or
water, provided those offerings are made
with love. If you wish, you may offer Krsna
fruit (or other foods that do not contain
meat, fish, or eggs) by placing a generous
portion on a special plate, which should be
used only for that purpose. Set the plate on
your altar before the pictures, bow down
before the Lord, and humbly ask Him to
accept your offering. While offering your
prayers, ring the small altar bell; others in
your home will know that you’re making
an offering and should not be disturbed.

Everything offered on your altar be-
comes prasadam, the mercy of the Lord.
Flower remnants, incense, the water, and
the food—everything vou offer for the
Lord’s pleasure becomes spiritualized. The
Lord enters into the offerings, and the
remnants of such offerings are directly the
Lord Himself. Therefore, not only should
you deeply respect the things you've offered
to Him, but you should distribute them to
others. This distribution of prasadam, the
Lord’s mercy, is an essential part of Deity
worship.,

We've only barely touched the surface of
Deity worship in this article. (If you're in-
terested in the more elaborate Deity wor-
ship that goes on at the Hare Krsna
temples, visit the one nearest you and ask
to talk to the head priest, or pijari, or write
to me at our editorial offices in Philadel-
phia.) Next time, we’ll discuss in more de-
tail the proper way to cook and offer food
to the Lord. Please try the things we've
suggested so far. It’s very simple, really: if
you try to love God, you'll gradually awak-
en to the realization of how much He
loves you. That's the essence of bhakti-
yoga. oy

BACK TO GODHEAD 13



LETTERS

(continued from page 10)

the radio are destroyed, then this phenom-
enon stops. Do we conclude that the radio
was the cause of the intelligent speech?
Certainly not. The logical fallacy here is:
“If A causes B, when A is destroyed B will
no longer appear. When A is destroyed, B
no longer appears. Therefore A causes
B.” This is the error in your analysis of the
brain and consciousness.

I note, by the way, that the existence of
an entity is not proven by the presence of
certain symptoms that might derive from
it. Nonetheless, it is frequently (though
not always) reasonable to infer the pres-
ence of an entity from its symptoms. This
observation applies, for example, to elec-
trons, which we never directly see but we
infer to exist from their macroscopic ef-
fects. It also applies to the soul.

Inferences from our direct sensory per-
ception are always fallible, even though
we are always making practical use of
them. But our ability to make proper in-
ferences can be greatly enhanced when we
are guided by higher knowledge that we
may not be able to derive from our own
experience.

For example, we may not be in a posi-
tion to infer Maxwell’s equations from our
own observations, but if we accept them

from experts in physics, these equations
can help us in, say, designing a radio.
Similarly, we are not in a position to verify
directly the spiritual knowledge of the
Bhagavad-gita, but this knowledge can be
of great practical value if we study it under
proper guidance.

This brings us to your far from inadver-
tent remarks to the effect that religion
stands for meaningless dogma. There are
many subjects one can learn and practically
apply only after receiving instructions from
someone who knows. For example, I doubt
that anyone, except possibly some truly
remarkable genius, could understand mod-
ern theoretical physics without the aid of
extensive written or spoken instructions.
The same thing is true of spiritual knowl-
edge dealing with the nature of the soul
and God.

Of course, an ignorant person can
simply deny that such knowledge exists.
You could also assert, for example, that
quantum chromodynamics is bunk. But
apart from accepting the authority of phys-
icists or thoroughly studying quantum
chromodynamics, what basis would you
have for forming an opinion about it?
Likewise, unless you intensively study
spiritual knowledge under someone truly
expert in this field, how can you know
whether or not such knowledge is really of
value?

* * *

I discovered the Hare Krsna movement
while stationed in Hawaii (I am in the
Army). As of yet I haven’t been fortunate
enough to receive initiation from a bona
fide spiritual master. However, I do study
the Bhagavad-gita, follow the regulative
principles [no meat-eating, no sex outside
marriage, no gambling, and no taking of
intoxicants], and chant sixteen rounds daily
of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. I understand
that chanting the Lord’s names brings me
deliverance from many repeated births
and deaths.

I move frequently from one base to an-
other, and at times it’s very difficult to
reach devotees or a temple. But neverthe-
less my subscription to BACK TO GODHEAD
keeps me informed of activities, events,
and holy days to observe. In addition,
BACK To GODHEAD increases my devo-
tion and my determination to practice the
science of self-realization.

I would like to encourage other mem-
bers of the armed forces in similar condi-
tions to have faith and no fear in carrying
out Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s predic-
tion: “There will be chanting of the Lord’s
holy names in every town and village.”

Edward D. Smith
Fort Bragg, North Carolina i
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The world’s oldest questions. And you’ll find the
world’s oldest answers in the books of the BBT.

We offer complete, authoritative translations —
with commentary — of original Sanskrit literature.
Spiritual classics like Bhagavad-gita. The Upanisads.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam.

And we also have readable summary studies and
essays that make the mostimportant ideas clear, easy to
follow, easy to make part of your life.

We have records, tape cassettes, video, children’s
books, cookbooks, calendars, posters—all sorts of
things you can use to become more spiritually

enlivened, more Krsna conscious.

of India’s ancient philosophy and culture. You'll have a
way to stay on the spiritual platform, to stay in touch
with the Supreme. And you’ll be right in the middle of
the most deep and exciting ideas your intellect has ever
encountered.

send us the coupon below. Fill itin, clip it out, and put
it in the mail today. We'll send you our latest catalog so
you can learn more about the wonderful books we have
to offer. It’s entirely free. So do it now, and we’ll send
you a copy right away.

f ISKCON Educational Services BTG Dept. 184 |
[ 3764 Watseka Avenue I
[ Los Angeles, CA 90034 |
| Yes! Please send me the latest catalog of books from the Bhakti- |
| vedanta Book Trust. I understand that it's absolutely free. |

y |
: NAME |
| ADDRESS I
I CITY STATE ZIP |
\ /

With books from the BBT, you'll get at the essence

So if you're serious—or even just curious— then
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the **cream of the Vedic literatures’” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER TEN

Bhagavatam Is the Answer
to All Questions

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, we
reach the conclusion of the second canto and begin the third, in which the
great saint Vidura will approach the sage Maitreya for spiritual instruc-
tion. Here Sukadeva Gosvami, the speaker of the Bhagavatam, begins
relating the prelude to their meeting.

TEXTS 49-50
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ksattuh kausaraves tasya
sarwvddo 'dhydtma-sarnsritah

yad vi sa bhagavars tasmai
prstas tattvam uwica ha

brithi nas tad idam saumya
vidurasya vicestitam

bandhu-tyaga-nimittarh ca
yathaivigatavdn punah

ksattuh—of Vidura; kausdraveh—as that of Maitreya; tasya—their;
sarhvidah—news; adhydtma—in the matter of transcendental knowl-
edge; sarnsritah—full of; yat—which; va—anything else; sah—he;
bhagavan—His Grace; tasmai—unto him: prstah—inquired; tattvam—
the truth; uvdca —answered; ha—in the past; brahi—please tell; nah—
unto us; fat—those matters; idam—here; saumya—O gentle one;
vidurasya—of Vidura; vicestitam—activities; bandhu-tyaga—renounc-
ing the friends; nimittam—the cause of; ca—also; yathd—as; eva—
also; dgatavin—came back; punah—again (at home).

TRANSLATION

Saunaka Rsi said: Let us know, please, what topics were dis-
cussed between Vidura and Maitreya, who talked on transcendental
subjects, and what was inquired by Vidura and replied by Maitreya.
Also please let us know the reason for Vidura's giving up the con-
nection of his family members, and why he again came home.
Please also let us know the activities of Vidura while he was in the

places of pilgrimage.

PURPORT

Sri Sita Gosvami was narrating the topics of the creation and destruc-
tion of the material world, but it appears that the rsis headed by Saunaka
were more inclined to hear of transcendental subjects, which are on a
higher level than the physical. There are two classes of men, namely

those too addicted to the gross body and the material world, and others,
on the higher level, who are interested more in transcendental knowl-
edge. Srimad-Bhagavatam gives facility to everyone, both to the ma-
terialist and to the transcendentalist. By hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam in
the matter of the Lord’s glorious activities both in the material world and
in the transcendental world, men can derive equal benefit. The ma-
terialists are more interested in the physical laws and how they are act-
ing, and they see wonders in those physical glamors. Sometimes, due to
physical glamors, they forget the glories of the Lord. They should know
definitely that physical activities and their wonders are all initiated by
the Lord. The rose in the garden gradually takes its shape and color to
become beautiful and sweet not by a blind physical law. although it ap-
pears like that. Behind that physical law is the direction of the complete
consciousness of the Supreme Lord, otherwise things cannot take shape
so systematically. The artist draws a picture of a rose very nicely with all
attention and artistic sense, and yet it does not become as perfect as the
real rose. If that is the real fact, how can we say that the real rose has
taken its shape without intelligence behind the beauty? This sort of con-
clusion is due to a poor fund of knowledge. One must know from the
above description of creation and annihilation that the supreme con-
sciousness, being omnipresent, can take care of everything with perfect-
attention. That is the fact of the omnipresence of the Supreme Lord. Per-
sons, still more foolish than the gross materialists, however, claim to be
transcendentalists and claim to have such supreme all-pervading con-
sciousness, but offer no proof. Such foolish persons cannot know what is
going on behind the next wall, yet they are falsely proud of possessing
the cosmic, all-pervading consciousness of the Supreme Person. For
them also, hearing of Srimad-Bhagavatam is a great help. It will open
their eyes to see that simply by claiming supreme consciousness one does
not become supremely conscious. One has to prove in the physical world
that he has such supreme consciousness. The rsis of Naimisdranya,
however, were above the gross materialists and the false transcenden-
talists, and thus they were always anxious to know the real truth in tran-
scendental matters, as discussed by authorities.

TEXT 51
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sitla uvdca
rajiid pariksita prsto
yad avocan mahda-munih
tad vo 'bhidhasye Srnuta
rajiah prasnanusaratah

sitah uvdca—Sri Sita Gosvami replied: rajaa—by the King:
pariksita—by Pariksit; prstah—as asked; yat—what; avocat—spoke:;
mahd-munih—the great sage; tat—that very thing; vah—unto you;
abhidhasye—1 shall explain: srnuta—please hear: rajiah—by the King:
prasna—question; anusdratah—in accordance with.
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[Canto 3, Ch. 1

TRANSLATION

Sri Siita Gosvami explained: I shall now explain to you the very
subjects explained by the great sage in answer to King Pariksit’s
inquiries. Please hear them attentively.

PURPORT

Any question that is put forward may be answered by quoting the au-
thority, and that satisfies the saner section. That is the system even in the
law court. The best lawyer gives evidence from the past judgment of the
court without taking much trouble to establish his case. This is called the
parampard system, and learned authorities follow it without manufac-
turing rubbish interpretations.

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam
(Brahma-samhita 5.1)

Let us all obey the Supreme Lord, whose hand is in everything, with-
out exception.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Second Canto, Tenth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “Bhagavatam Is the
Answer to All Questions.”

END OF THE SECOND CANTO

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER ONE
Questions by Vidura

TEXT 1
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sri-suka uvdca
evam etat purd prsto
maitreyo bhagavin kila
ksattra vanam pravistena
tyaktvd sva-grham rddhimat

$ri-Sukah uvdca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvimi said; evam—thus; etat—
this; purd—formerly; prstah—being asked; maitreyah—the great sage
Maitreya; bhagavdn—His Grace; kila—certainly; ksattra—by Vidura;
vanam—forest; pravistena—entering; tyaktvd—renouncing; sva-grham
—own house; rddhimat—prosperous.

TRANSLATION
Sukadeva Gosvimi said: After renouncing his prosperous home
and entering the forest, King Vidura, the great devotee, asked this
question of His Grace Maitreya Rsi.

TEXT 2
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yad vd ayarih mantra-krd vo
bhagavin akhilesvarah
pauravendra-grharh hitvd
pravivesatmasat krtam

yat—the house; vai—what else.is there to say; ayam—Sri Krsna;
manira-krt—minister; vah—you people; bhagawin—the Personality of
Godhead; akhila-tsvarah—the Lord of everything; pauravendra—
Duryodhana; grham—house; hitvi—giving up; pravivesa—entered;
dtmasat—identify with oneself; krtam—so accepted.

TRANSLATION

What else is there to say about the residential house of the
Pandavas? Sri Krena, the Lord of everything, acted as your
minister. He used to enter that house as if it were His own, and He
did not take any care of Duryodhana’s house.
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PURPORT

According to the Gaudiya acintya-bheddbheda-tattva philosophy,
anything which satisfies the senses of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna, is
also Sri Krena. For example, $ri Vrndavana-dhama is nondifferent from
$ri Krsna (tad-dhama vrnddvanam) because at Vrndivana the Lord
enjoys the transcendental bliss of His internal potency. Similarly, the
house of the Pindavas was also the source of transcendental bliss for the
Lord. It is mentioned here that the Lord identified the house with His
own Self. Thus the house of the Pandavas was as good as Vyndivana, and
Vidura should not have given up that place of transcendental bliss.
Therefore the reason for his quitting the house was not exactly family
misunderstanding; rather, Vidura took the opportunity to meet Rsi
Maitreya and discuss transcendental knowledge. For a saintly person like
Vidura, any disturbance due to worldly affairs is insignificant. Such
disturbances, however, are sometimes favorable for higher realization,
and therefore Vidura took advantage of a family misunderstanding in
order to meet Maitreya Rsi.

TEXT 3
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rajovdca
kutra ksattur bhagavata
maitreyendsa sarigamah
kada va saha-sarvada
etad varnaya nah prabho

raja uvdca—the King said; kutra—wherein; ksattuh—with Vidura;
bhagavatd—and with His Grace; maitreyena—with Maitreya; dsa—
there was; sarigamah—meeting; kadd—when; vd—also; saha—with;
sarmvddah—discussion; etat—this; varnaya —describe; nah—unto me;
prabho—0 my lord.

TRANSLATION

The King asked Sukadeva Gosvami: Where and when did the
meeting and discussion take place between Saint Vidura and His
Grace Maitreya Muni? Kindly oblige, my lord, and describe this
to us.

PURPORT
Exactly as Saunaka Rsi inquired of Sita Gosvimi and Siita Gosvami
replied, so Srila Sukadeva Gosvami replied to King Pariksit’s inquiries.
The King was very anxious to understand the meaningful discussion that
took place between the two great souls.
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TEXT 4
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na hy alparthodayas tasya
vidurasyamaldtmanah

tasmin variyasi prasnah
sadhu-vadopabrmhitah

na—never; hi—certainly; alpa-artha—small (unimportant) purpose;
udayah—raised; tasya—his; vidurasya—of Vidura; amala-atmanah—
of the saintly man; tesmin—in that; variyasi—highly purposeful;
prasnah—question; sddhu-vida—things approved by saints and sages;
upabrmhitah—full with,

TRANSLATION

Saint Vidura was a great and pure devotee of the Lord, and
therefore his questions to His Grace Rsi Maitreya must have been
very purposeful, on the highest level, and approved by learned
circles.

PURPORT

Questions and answers among different classes of men have different
value. Inquiries by mercantile men in a business exchange cannot be
expected to be highly purposeful in spiritual values. Questions and
answers by different classes of men can be guessed by the caliber of the

ersons concerned. In Bhagavad-gita, the discussion was between Lord
gri Krsna and Arjuna, the Supreme Person and the supreme devotee
respectively. The Lord admitted Arjuna to be His devotee and friend
(Bg. 4.3), and therefore any sane man can guess that the discussion was
on the topic of the bhalkti-yoga system. Actually the whole Bhagavad-
gita is based on the principle of bhakti-yoga. There is a difference
between karma and karma-yoga. Karma is regulated action for the
enjoyment of the fruit by the performer, but karma-yoga is action
performed by the devotee for the satisfaction of the Lord. Karma-yoga is
based on bhakti, or pleasing the Lord, whereas karma is based on
pleasing the senses of the performer himself. According to Srimad-
Bhagavatam, one is advised to approach a hona fide spiritual master
when one is actually inclined to question from an elevated level of spiri-
tual understanding. A common man who has no interest in spiritual
values has no need to approach a spiritual master just as a matter of
following fashion.

As a student, Mahdraja Pariksit was serious about learning the science
of God, and Sukadeva Gosyami was a bona fide spiritual master in the
transcendental science. Both of them knew that the topics discussed by
Vidura and Rsi Maitreya were elevated, and thus Maharaja Pariksit was
very interested in learning from the bona fide spiritual master.

TEXT 5
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siita uvdca
sa evam rsi-varyo 'yar
prsto rajid pariksita
praty dha tam subahu-vit
pritatma Sriyatam iti

sitah uvdca—Sri Sita Gosvami said; sah—he; evam—thus; rsi-
varyah—the great rsi; ayam—Sukadeva Gosvimi; prstah—being
questioned; rdjid—by the King; pariksiti—Maharaja Pariksit; prati—
to; @ha—replied; tam—unto the King; su-behu-vit—highly expe-
rienced; prita-dtma—fully satisfied; $riyatam—please hear me; iti—
thus.

TRANSLATION
Sri Suta Gosvami said: The great sage Sukadeva Gosvami was
highly experienced and was pleased with the King. Thus being
questioned by the King, he said to him, ‘“Please hear the topics
attentively.”
TEXT 6
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sri-suka uvdca
yada tu rdja sva-sutan asadhin
pusnan na dharmena vinasta-drstih
bhratur yavisthasya sutdn vibandhin
pravesya laksa-bhavane dadaha

éri-§ukah uvdca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said; yadd—when; tu—but;
raja—King Dhrtarastra; sva-sutdn—his own sons; asddhiin—dishonest;
pusnan—nourishing; na—never; dharmena—on the right path;
vinasta-drstih—one who has lost his insight; bhratuh—of his brother;
yavisthasya—younger; sutdn—sons; vibandhin—having no guardian
(father); pravesya—made to enter; liksd—lacquer; bhavane—in the
house; daddha—set on fire.

TRANSLATION
Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: King Dhrtarastra became blind
under the influence of impious desires to nourish his dishonest
sons, and thus he set fire to the lacquer house to burn his
fatherless nephews, the Pandavas.

PURPORT

Dhrtardgtra was blind from birth, but his blindness in committing
impious activities to support his dishonest sons was a greater blindness
than his physical lack of eyesight. The physical lack of sight does not bar
one from spiritual progress. But when one is blind spiritually, even
though physically fit, that blindness is dangerously detrimental to the
progressive path of human life.

TEXT 7
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‘yadd sabhdydm kuru-deva-devyah
kesabhimarsarh suta-karma garhyam

na viraydm dsa nrpah snusdyah
sudsrair harantydh kuca-kunkumani

yadd—when; sabhdydm—the assembly; kuru-deva-devydh—of
Draupady, the wife of godly Yudhisthira; kesa-abhimarsam—insult by
grabbing her hair; suta-karma—action taken by his son; garhyam—
which was abominable; na—did not; vdrayam asa—forbid; nrpah—
the King; snusdydh—of his daughter-in-law; svdsraih—by her tears;
harantydh—of she who was washing; kuce-kurikumani—red dust on
her breast.

TRANSLATION

The King did not forbid his son Duhsasana’s abominable action
of grabbing the hair of Draupadi, the wife of the godly King
Yudhisthira, even though her tears washed the red dust on her
breast.
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[Canto 3, Ch. 1, Text 10]

TEXT 8
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dyiite tv adharmena jitasya sadhoh
satydvalambasya vanar gatasya

na ydcato ‘dat samayena ddayam
tamo-jusano yad ajata-satroh

dyite—by means of gambling; tu—but; adharmena—by unfair
tricks; jitasya—of the vanquished; sadhoh—a saintly person; satya-
avalambasya—one who embraced truth as shelter; vanam—forest;
gatasya—of the goer; na—never; ydcatah—when asked for; adat—
delivered; samayena—in due course; ddyam—right share; tamah-
jusanah—overwhelmed by illusion; yat—as much as; ajata-satroh—of
one who had no enemy.

TRANSLATION
Yudhisthira, who was born without any enemy, was unfairly
defeated in gambling. But because he had taken the vow of
truthfulness, he went off to the forest. When he came back in due
course and begged the return of his rightful share of the
kingdom, he was refused by Dhrtarastra, who was overwhelmed by

illusion.

PURPORT

Mahirdja Yudhisthira was the rightful heir to his father’s kingdom.
But just to favor his own sons, headed by Duryodhana, Dhrtarastra,
Mahérija Yudhisthira’s uncle, adopted various unfair means to cheat his
nephews of their rightful share of the kingdom. At last the Pandavas
demanded only five villages, one for each of the five brothers, but that
was also refused by the usurpers. This incident led to the War of
Kuruksetra. The Battle of Kuruksetra, therefore, was induced by the
Kurus, and not the Piandavas.

As ksatriyas, the proper livelihood of the Pandavas was only to rule,
and not to accept any other occupation. A brahmana, ksatriya or vaisya
will not accept employment for his livelihood under any circumstances.

TEXT 9
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yadd ca pdrtha-prahitah sabhaydm
jagad-gurur yani jagdda krsnah

na tani purhsim amrtdyandni
rdjoru mene ksata-punya-lesah

yadd—when; ca—also; partha-prahitah—being advised by Arjuna;
sabhdydm—in the assembly; jagat-guruh—of the teacher of the world;
yani—those; jagdda—went; krsnah—Lord Krsna; na—never; tani—
such words; purisdm—of all men of sense; amrta-ayandni—as good
as nectar; rdjd—the King (Dhrtarastra or Duryodhana); uru—very
important; mene—did consider; ksata—dwindling; punya-lesah—frag-
ment of pious acts.
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TRANSLATION

Lord Krsna was sent by Arjuna into the assembly &s the spiritual
master of the whole world, and although His words were heard by
some [like Bhisma] as pure nectar, it was not so for the others, who
were completely bereft of the last farthing of past pious works.

The King [Dhrtarastra or Duryodhana] did not take the words of
Lord Krsna very seriously. '

PURPORT

Lord Krsna, who is the spiritual master of the entire universe,
accepted the duty of a messenger, and, deputed by Arjuna, went to the
assembly of King Dhrtarastra on a peace mission. Krsna is everyone’s
Lord, yet because He was the transcendental friend of Arjuna, He gladly
accepted the role of messenger, exactly like an ordinary friend. That is
the beauty of the Lord’s behavior with His pure devotees. He reached the
assembly and spoke about peace, and the message was relished by
Bhisma and other great leaders because it was spoken by the Lord
Himself. But due to the exhaustion of the pious results of their past
deeds, Duryodhana, or his father, Dhrtarastra, did not take the message
very seriously. That is the way of persons who have no credit of pious
deeds. By past pious deeds, one may become the king of a country, but
because the results of the pious acts of Duryodhana and company were
dwindling, it became evident from their actions that they were sure to
lose the kingdom to the Pandavas. The message of Godhead is always like
nectar to the devotees, but it is just the opposite to the nondevotees.
Sugar candy is always sweet to a healthy man, but it tastes very bitter to
persons suffering from jaundice.

TEXT 10
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yadopahiito bhavanarh pravisto
mantraya prstah kila parvajena

athaha tan mantra-drsar variyan
yan mantrino vaidurikarh vadanti

yada—when; upahitah—was called by; bhavanam—the palace;
pravisjah—entered; mantrdya—for consultation; prstah—asked by;
kila—of course; piirvajena—by the elder brother; atha—thus; Gha—
said; tat—that; mantra—advice; drsam—just suitable; variydn—
excellent; yat—that which; mantrinah—the ministers of state, or expert
politicians; vaidurikam—instructions by Vidura; vadanti—do they say.

TRANSLATION

When Vidura was invited by his elder brother [Dhrtarastra] for
consultation, he entered the house and gave instructions which
were exactly to the point. His advice is well known, and
instructions by Vidura are approved by expert ministers of state.

PURPORT

Political suggestions by Vidura are known as expert, just as, in
modern times, Pandita Canakya is considered the authority in good
counsel in both political and moral instructions.

(continued in next issue)



EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, India—Every
week more than 200,000 pilgrims walk up
the steep seven-mile footpath here to pay
homage to Lord VenkateSvara (a Deity
form of Visnu, or Krsna) in His magnifi-
cent Tirumala temple. For years, many of
them stopped off for refreshment at the
temple-run snack bar along the way. Now
that snack bar has become Govinda’s, a res-
taurant run by Hare Krsna devotees that
serves only krsna-prasadam, vegetarian
food offered to Lord Venkatesvara.

Sri G. Kumaraswamy Reddy, executive
officer of the Tirumala temple, was re-
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In Tirupati, along the seven-mile-long mountain path to the temple of Lord Venkatesvara (a form of
Lord Krsna), pilgrims stop for rest and refreshment at the newly opened Govinda’s Restaurant.

sponsible for the establishment of Go-
vinda’s here. It was his warm appreciation
for the work of the Hare Krsna devo-
tees in Tirupati, headed by Srila Bhakti-
svaripa Damodara Swami, that inspired
him to donate the restaurant to the move-
ment. He has also given the devotees a
large piece of land and $20,000 to build a
temple-and-asrama complex. That, along
with the restaurant and the ongoing educa-
tional efforts of the devotees (see BACK TO
GODHEAD, Vol. 17, No. 11), promises to
make this popular place of pilgrimage
even more spiritually attractive.

New Orleans—For twenty-eight years
now the Ozanam Inn, a branch of the
worldwide Saint Vincent de Paul Society,
has ministered to the homeless people of
this city. The largest free organization of
its kind in New Orleans, the Inn houses
one hundred men a night and serves 24,000
free meals a month. Lately, a significant
number of those meals have been prasadam,
food offered to Lord Krsna, which has
provided spiritual as well as physical suste-
nance. What follows is a letter of apprecia-
tion from Brother Phillip Street, director
of the Inn, to Vrkodara dasa, president of
the New Orleans Hare Krsna center,
which regularly donates the prasadam.

Spiritual Food Relief in New Orleans

“Prayerful greetings to you. I just
wanted to write a personal note of heartfelt
thanks to you on behalf of not only we
brothers but also the men, women, and
children who come here to Ozanam Inn
seeking help, for your continued donations
of prepared food. This will help immensely
in our efforts to care for our destitute
brethern.

“As you no doubt know, we rely on the
Providence of God and the generosity of
men and women such as yourself to supply
the needs for our work. . . . Thank you
once again for your help, and may our dear
lord bless you and all those who are dear to
you.”

Major Publisher
Releases Book on the

Hare Krsna Movement

New York— Grove Press has announced
the publication of Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna: Five Distinguished Scholars on
the Krishna Movement in the West, edited
by Steven J. Gelberg, a senior editor of the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. The book con-
sists of five lively, revealing, and highly in-
structive dialogues between the editor (a
Hare Krsna devotee known within the
movement as Subhananda dasa) and five
noted scholars of religion: Harvey Cox,
the well-known Harvard theologian; A.L.
Basham, the eminent Indologist; and
Thomas J. Hopkins, Larry D. Shinn, and
Shrivatsa Goswami, three specialists in
devotional Hinduism. Together, these dia-
logues shed much light on relevant histori-
cal, sociological, psychological, and theo-
logical issues surrounding the movement.

“My main reason for doing this book,”
explains Subhananda, “was simply to pro-
vide the public with an opportunity to look
beyond the popular distortions and myths
about the Hare Krsna movement and to
get an in-depth view of the movement
through the eyes of some unbiased and
highly perceptive and articulate scholars.”

Prepublication reviews highly praise the
work. Diana Eck of Harvard writes, “This
is a substantial and welcome contribution
to our understanding of one of the most
vibrant devotional traditions in India and
its meaning and significance in the contem-
porary West. . . . A sensible and open dis-
cussion of many of the questions one has
always wanted to ask about the Hare Krsna
movement and of the issues it has raised
for the religious life of the West. . . . Arich
source of information for scholars, stu-
dents, and lay readers.” Ninian Smart,
one of the world’s most respected scholars
of comparative religion, writes, “This book
will help us to understand the logic and ap-
peal of the Krsna movement and its roots
in Indian spirituality. Its approach is both
learned and human, for it engages a num-
ber of knowledgeable people—including
eminent scholars both of Hinduism and
Christianity—in dialogue. The results are
illuminating.”

Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna will be avail-
able from Hare Krsna centers and from
regular commercial bookstores.
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Every Town and Village

YAMARAJA DASA

Paramananda dasa, leader of the Gita-nagari farm, with one of the prize-winning Brown Swiss.

Hare Krsna Cows

Win Commendation

Port Royal, Pennsylvania—The Penn-
sylvania Dairymen’s Association has com-
mended the Hare Krsna devotees at the
Gita-nagari farm community here for hav-
ing the best herd of Brown Swiss cows in
the state. At the dairymen’s annual banquet
near Harrisburg, Dave Roth, president of
the association, and Penrose Hollowell,
Pennsylvania’s secretary of agriculture,
praised the Gita-nagari community for its
contribution to the state’s dairy industry,
the fifth largest in the United States.
Gita-nagari’s display table at the ban-
quet attracted scores of dairymen. They
stopped by to admire the photos of cows
and oxen, sample the all-milk confections
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offered to Lord Krsna. and find out from
Paramananda dasa, the leader of the Gita-
nagari community, why the cows at the
farm give so much milk (each one an aver-
age of 15,953 pounds of milk with 664
pounds of butterfat for the 198182 testing
year).

“In the Bhagavad-gita,” Paramananda
explained, “Lord Krsna says that the main
duty of farmers is to protect the cows. This
means treating them like we would our
mother—with affection and respect. Our
cows know they won’t be sent off to the
slaughterhouse when their milk bags run
dry, so they're happy. And happy cows
give the most, and richest, milk.”

Armenian ISopanisad,

Other Books Published

Paris—The eight million Armenians liv-
ing in various countries throughout the
world now have a chance to read a book
on Krsna consciousness in their mother
tongue. The book is Srila Prabhupada’s
translation, with commentary, of Sri fso-
panisad, a work from the Vedas that helps
establish the personalistic conception of
the Supreme.

Hari-vilasa dasa, president of Spiritual
Sky Scented Products, Inc., in Europe,
funded the publication, and Keram Chahi-
niaan, an Armenian friend of the Hare
Krsna movement, translated it. Future
Armenian publications will include The
Science of Self-Realization (a compendium
of Srila Prabhupada’s articles from BACK
To GODHEAD magazine) and his Easy
Journey to Other Planets.

Elsewhere overseas, the German branch
of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust has just
completed publishing the German editions
of all of Srila Prabhupada’s books—some
seventy volumes in the original English.
Working under the guidance of Srila Hari-
kesa Swami, who oversees the affairs of
the movement in northern Europe, several
devotees contributed to the translation
effort over more than a decade.

In other publishing news, the Los Angeles
branch of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
has released the fourth volume of Srila
Prabhupada-lilamrta, the seven-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada by Srila
Satsvarapa dasa Goswami; the second and
third volumes of the Eleventh Canto of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, a joint effort
of translation and commentary by Srila
Hridayananda dasa Goswami and Gopi-
paranadhana dasa; and Chant and Be
Happy, a paperback book on the Hare
Krsna mantra based on the teachings of
Srila Prabhupada and featuring an inter-
view with former Beatle George Harrison.




A Spiritual Challenge

The Logic of the Absolute

Given proof of God, would a materialist know how to read it?

by SRILA HRIDAYANANDA DASA GOSWAMI

Pcop[e often ask us, “Can you prove
the existence of God?” Proof indi-

cates a conclusive demonstration that es-
tablishes the validity of an assertion, in
this case the assertion that God exists.

But as soon as we speak of a demonstra-
tion, the next question is “To whom shall
we demonstrate?” If we speak of evidence
or data, we must know who will see and
hear it. In other words, who will judge the
results of a particular experiment, test, or
trial.

Consider a hypothetical example. Doctor
Waterport, the famous scientist, has just
discovered a sophisticated formula that
solves a technical mathematical problem.
He proudly calls his colleagues together
and presents them with thirty pages of
ultratechnical symbols. His fellow scien-
tists pore over the pages and conclude,
“Yes, thisis the answer we're looking for.”
If Dr. Waterport were to show the proof
to an ordinary person on the street, the
person wouldn’t even know how to hold
the pages right side up. Because he’s not
trained in mathematics, the proof would
be meaningless to him. Conclusion: Proof
demands a qualified audience.

Certainly, any valid proof must be logi-
cal. But how we apply logic depends on
our previous experience. For example,
suppose an apple tree is growing outside
your window. One morning you hear a
sound like that of an apple hitting the
ground, and when you look outside you
see a ripe apple lying beneath the tree.
Logically, you conclude, the apple has just
fallen from the tree.

Your logical statement rests on your
previous observation that the apple tree
produces apples, that the apples fall to the
ground, and that they make a certain

sound when this occurs. And your state-
ment appears logical to those with similar
experience.

So we apply logic in terms of our experi-
ence. Therefore, how can we expect to
make God logical to a person who has had
no spiritual experience? How can God ap-
pear logical to a person to whom the very
terminology of the science of God is un-
intelligible? Thus it is ludicrous when those
who are spiritually blind, deaf, and dumb
demand that God be made “logical” to
them and that His existence be “proved.”

In general, it is illogical for a person un-
trained in some field of knowledge to de-
mand that a particular fact pertaining to
that field of knowledge be logically dem-
onstrated to him. For example, if someone
who has no idea what a number is de-
mands that I logically demonstrate that
two plus two equals four, I can’t do it.
Similarly, if a spiritual ignoramus de-
mands that God be logically demonstrated
to him, his very request is illogical. So how
can the illogical demands of atheists be
met?

We can easily provide innumerable proofs
of God— provided we are free to stipulate
that the judge of the data be a person who
is spiritually trained. Devotees of the Lord
who are advanced in Krsna consciousness
can logically, evidentially, and demon-
stratively deal with the reality of the soul
and God. But materialistic fools demand
that God, a nonmaterial being, be reduced
to a material formula.

Itis patently absurd to demand material
proof for a nonmaterial entity. Mathemat-
ical or physical laws describe predictable
ways in which material things interact.
God and the soul are not material and thus
cannot be reduced to material descriptions.

This does not mean, however, that the
soul is outside the jurisdiction of logical
discussion. Consciousness itself is spiritu-
al, not material, and thus the study of con-
sciousness, or spirit, is not beyond the
scope of human beings.

In fact, all fields of knowledge depend
on tangible perception of the soul, since
all sciences depend on a conscious scien-
tist who works with consciousness, which
is spiritual, not material. In other words,
spiritual awareness is intrinsic to all types
of awareness, although materialistic people
do not recognize that consciousness is
spiritual.

So there is no lack of data to prove the
existence of spirit, since consciousness it-
selfis spiritual. The problem is that foolish
intellectuals whimsically designate con-
sciousness a material, not a spiritual, en-
tity. But as soon as we accept the simple
truth that consciousness itself is spiritual,
we find that in every stage of awareness
and in every ficld of knowledge our per-
ception of all manner of data is restingon a
spiritual experience—the experience of
being conscious. And when consciousness
studies itself, it reaches the stage called
spiritual consciousness, or self-realization.
Ultimately, when the self-realized person
fixes his consciousness on the source of all
consciousness, he reaches the realization
of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

For one who has not perceived the
superior pleasure of Krsna consciousness,
it will seem illogical to restrict his material
enjoyment. A Krsna conscious person,
however, perceives that spiritual con-
sciousness is far more pleasurable and
satisfying than material consciousness. He

(continued on page 31)
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Pure Love
Through

Transcendental

Sounds can change history—and hearts.

Sound

by SATYARAJA DASA

WC should never underestimate the
power of words. A few properly
chosen words, spoken or sung, can change
history. La Marseillaise inflamed mobs
during the French Revolution. Lincoln’s
“Gettysburg Address” inspired the Yan-
kees to continue giving “the last full meas-
ure of devotion.” The Horst Wessel Song
fueled the dictatorship of Nazi Germany.
We Shall Overcome unified the civil rights
movement. And the songs of Bob Dylan
and the Beatles helped create an entire
counterculture.

But all these words, powerful as they
were, couldn’t solve the real problems of
existence—repeated birth, old age, dis-
ease, and death. Time passed, the impact
of these songs and pronouncements
faded, people forgot. And the inexorable
problems of life in the material world
continued unabated.

To solve these problems we need to
hear and vibrate words that are supra-
mundane, words that can inspire us at the
deepest spiritual level. Such words do
exist, and they are described in ancient In-
dia’s Vedic literature as Sabda-brahman,
“the Absolute Truth in the form of words,
or sound.”

For thousands of years the sacred texts
of the Vedas have taught that one can ex-
tricate himself from the bonds of material
life by hearing and chanting transcenden-
tal sounds. The common, unenlightened
person is in a sleeplike state, oblivious of
his real nature as a spiritual being and of
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Hearts filled with love for
Krsna, Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and His followers
spread the chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra through the
towns and villages of West Ben-
gal, India, some five hundred
years ago. A chant that’s
formed of holy names of God,
the mantra invokes the pres-
ence of God Himself through
transcendental sound. Accord-
ing to Vedic scriptures, Lord
Krsna Himself came to this
world as Lord Caitanya to teach
this chanting as the sublime way
to revive our dormant love for
God. And now, people all over
the world are chanting

Hare Krsna.

his relationship to the Supreme Being.
The Vedas say, “Wake up! Having at-
tained the human form of life, achieve
self-realization and break out of the bonds
of repeated birth and death.”

According to the Vedic literatures,
Sabda-brahman can awaken us from our
materialistic slumber. But this spiritual
sound must be received from those adept
at the process of bhakti-yoga, devotional
service to the Supreme Lord. In other
words, these sounds may be given to the
common man, asleep to spiritual life, by
one who is awake and fully cognizant of
his spiritual nature. Such an initiator into
the truths of spiritual sound is called a
guru, or spiritual master.

PAINTING BY PARIKSIT DASA

The Vedic literature asserts that the
nonpareil of all spiritual sounds is the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra, the Great
Chant for Deliverance—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. Chanting these sixteen words
is the best way to awaken to our spiritual
life. The word Krsna is a name of God
meaning “the all-attractive one,” Rama
means “the all-pleasing one,” and Hare is
an invocation to Hara, Krsna’s internal
spiritual energy. Thus the Hare Krsna
mantra is a prayer to the Lord and His
energy for the privilege of engaging in His
service. If we regularly hear and chant this
sound vibration, we will become pure, en-



lightened, and awake to our eternal life of
bliss and knowledge in the service of the
Lord.

Although anyone can start chanting
Hare Krsna at any time and make definite
spiritual progress, there is an art and sci-
ence to chanting. Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, Krsna Himself in the role of His
own devotee, appeared in Bengal, India,
five hundred years ago to teach that art
and science. Lord Caitanya based His
teachings on authoritative Vedic texts like
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
He taught that the name of the Lord is His
sound incarnation and that since the Lord
is absolute there is no difference between
His name and Him personally. Thus, by

chanting the holy name of God, we can
directly associate with Krsna through
sound.

As we become adept at chanting and
hearing the Hare Krsna mantra, we pass
through three stages: the offensive stage,
the clearing stage, and the perfected
stage. In the offensive stage we still desire
various kinds of sense pleasure, but we are
struggling to become pure. In the second
stage we clear off all material contamina-
tion and begin to taste the real nectar of
the name. And in the perfected stage we
attain the most coveted goal—pure love
of God. Lord Caitanya taught that love of
God is the highest goal of all living beings,
the very essence of authentic spirituality.

The mission of the Hare Krsna movement
is to follow, realize, and propagate the
teachings of Lord Caitanya.

The information in the Vedic literature
about sound vibration and man’s relation-
ship with God is extremely confidential.
Nonetheless, by the mercy of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, who first propagated the Hare
Krsna mantra outside India, everyone can
now enter into the mysteries of these di-
vine truths simply by chanting the tran-
scendental names of God— Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. These are truly the words that
are changing history. s
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

A PoorMan’s Feast

These dishes prepared for Lord Krsna
offer a simple way to enjoy plenty.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

Ap(mr man’s feast fit for a king.”
That’s what Srila Prabhupada, my
spiritual master, called the meal in this
photograph— khicari, fried potatoes, yo-
gurt, and fresh fruit.

Feast? Where are the cocktails, the hors
d’oeuvres, the entrée, orat least the dessert?

No, this feast is not an extravaganza,
But whether you're rich or poor, it will
give you great pleasure and satisfaction,
and without much cost. In this feast
there’s a range of taste, texture, and col-
or, without unneeded calories but with
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cnough bulk to satisfy you. You won't feel
the urge to overeat. And when you feast
on khicar, you'll get half the protein you
need in a day for only $.40. (If you “feast”
on a steak instead, you'll have to spend
$1.10 to get the same amount of protein.)

This feast is for poor men in another
way, also. No doubt a man is poor if he
must eat khicari because he can’t pay the
extra $.70 for a steak. But a poor man is
also one who has no spiritual knowledge.
In this sense, most of us are embarrass-
ingly poverty-stricken. And for us these

dishes are a genuine feast.

The ingredients for this khicari feast
were gathered, prepared, and offered to
the Supreme Lord, Krsna, in a mood of
love and devotion. Since the cook was
thinking of Krsna when she made it. she
didn’t use any ingredients He wouldn’t ac-
cept: no meat, no fish, no eggs. And since
she understood that Krsna had kindly pro-
vided her with the ingredients, the fire,
and the intelligence she needed to cook,
she offered the dishes to Him with sincere
humility. “My dear Lord,” she thought, “I
have nothing to offer You; everything is
Yours already. But I have made this meal
for Your pleasure. Now please accept it.”

When we hear this simple prayer, the
skeptic within us immediately judges it a
pathetic display of sentimentality: “Is God
so hungry that He needs to eat? And if
He eats, why is the food lying there after
the offering?” But if we look into the mat-
ter, we'll find satisfying answers to such
objections.

First, if we accept that God exists, we
must also accept that He’s omnipotent.
(By definition, God is unlimited: a limited
God makes as much sense as cold heat.)
From the Vedic scriptures we learn that
one of the ways God is omnipotent is that
each of His senses can perform the func-
tions of all the others. So simply by seeing
the devotees’ offering, or by hearing their
words of love as they offer the food,
Krsna actually tastes the dishes. And Krsna,
unlike us, can taste them without having
to consume them. He can taste everything
and then leave it all for us to enjoy. Actu-
ally, Krsna is hungry not for our food, but
for our love.

All food, whether or not offered to
Krsna, is produced by His natural arrange-
ment. But once He tastes our offering, the
quality of the food changes completely. It
becomes spiritualized, Krsna-ized, and just
by eating it we become spiritually wealthy.
To explain how, Srila Prabhupada would
relate a simple analogy. Sometimes over-
indulgence in milk will cause an illness,
but milk is also the cure for that illness
when it is taken in another form, yogurt.
Yogurt is nothing but milk transformed by
the addition of a culture, yet its effect is
therapeutic.

Similarly, prasadam is food that has
been transformed from matter to spirit by
the touch of the Supreme Lord. There-
fore, although we are implicated in ma-
terial life by eating ordinary food, we are
liberated by eating prasadam. Lord Krsna
states this in Bhagavad-gita: “The devo-
tees of the Lord are released from all kinds
of sins because they eat food that is first
offered for sacrifice. Others, who prepare
food for personal sense enjoyment, eat
only sin” (Bg. 3.13).

Srila Prabhupada further elaborated on
this point in a letter to one of my God-



brothers: “Regarding your question ‘What
is meant by an object regaining its spiritual
quality?’ the answer is that in our con-
ditioned state we take it for granted that
everything is separated from Krsna. But
actually, nothing can be separate from
Krsna, because everything is resting on
His energy. Therefore, things which we
now consider matter regain their spiritual
quality when dovetailed for the cause of
the Absolute Truth, Krsna.

“For example, when we cook food for
ourselves, it is a different thing from the
food which is prepared and offered to

Krsna. The same dal [bean soup] and rice
are material for one purpose but become
spiritual when offered to Krsna. So on the
higher platform, there is nothing material
when everything is accepted in relation-
ship with Krsna, the Supreme Spirit.”

Medicine will act, whether taken know-
ingly or unknowingly. Similarly krsna-
prasadam. And you don’t have to live in a
Hare Krsna temple to feel the spiritual ef-
fects of prasddam. You can cook, offer,
and partake of prasddam alone or with
your family and friends, and you’re sure to
get tangible spiritual benefit.

In this time of confusion, prasadam can
be a pleasant introduction to spiritual life.
Just by eating some, a person who is other-
wise uninterested in Krsna consciousness
may become curious—“What are these
dishes? How were they made? Why were
they offered?”—and from that point
progress spiritually.

As Srila Prabhupada once remarked,
“Prasadam is our secret weapon” —not a
weapon to harm, but a weapon to end our
spiritual poverty and make each of us rich,
eternally. Why eat a feast that does
anything less? G

-

(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Cauliflower, Green-Pea, and Mung-Bean
Stew (Mung Khicari)

This dish is superbly composed and is satis-
fying as a meal in itself. Srila Prabhupada
once commented, “A bowl of this khicari, a
small portion of plain yogurt, and a dry
fried-potato dish is a poor man’s feast fit for a
king.”

Preparation time: About 1 hour
Servings: 4to 6

1 cup basmati rice or other good quality
long-grain white rice
%A cup split mung beans, without skins
1 small cauliflower
Y4 to ' teaspoon asafetida
5 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter) or, if
ghee is unavailable, 4 tablespoons
vegetable oil and 1 tablespoon butter
V2 tablespoon fresh ginger root, scraped and
minced :
Y to 1 tablespoon seeded, minced fresh hot
green chilies (use as desired)
. 1 tablespoon cumin seeds
% cup fresh or frozen green peas
7 cups water
14 teaspoons turmeric
214 teaspoons salt

1. Sort out any stones from the split mung
beans and wash and drain the beans.

2. Wash the cauliflower and trim it into
florets 2 inches long by % inch thick, and
then rinse and dry them. Keep the cauliflower
and asafetida next to the stove.

3. Over a high flame, heat 4 tablespoons of
ghee or vegetable oil in a heavy 3- or 4-quart
saucepan for 15 seconds. Stir in the minced
ginger root, seeded green chilies, and cumin
seeds and fry for 5 to 15 seconds, or until the
cumin seeds turn golden brown.

4. Quickly add the asafetida and then im-
mediately drop in the cauliflower. Turn the
florets constantly with a spoon, frying them
for about 4 or 5 minutes, until slightly browned
and partially cooked. Stir in the rice and mung
beans and fry for 1 minute.

5. Pour in the green peas, water, and tur-
meric and bring to a full boil over a high
flame. Reduce flame to low, partially cover,
and simmer (stirring occasionally) for about
45 to 55 minutes, or until the rice and mung

beans are soft and fully cooked and the veg-
etables are succulent. Stir in the salt and 1
tablespoon of butter or ghee before offering
to Krsna.

Rice—and-Split-Pea Stew with Fried
Cashews (Pongali Khicari)

This juicy, thick, and mildly seasoned south
Indian stew is an ideal way to combine the
complementary proteins of split peas and
rice. When you eat peas and rice together,
you get 43 percent more protein than you'd
get if you ate them separately. What’s more,
this easy-to-prepare dish is also easy to digest,
and it tastes great.

Preparation time: about 1 hour
Servings: Sor 6

14 cup green or yellow split peas

1 cup basmati or other good quality
uncooked long-grain white rice

7' cups water

5'% tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

2 tablespoons fresh ginger root, scraped and
minced

2 teaspoons cumin seeds

6 whole cloves

Ya teaspoon asafetida

1 teaspoon turmeric

15 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

1'% teaspoons salt

' cup raw cashews, chopped or broken
coarse

5 or 6 pats of butter, if desired

5 or 6 sprigs parsley

1. Soak the split peas for 1 hour and drain.
If you're using basmati rice, clean, wash
soak, and drain it.

2. Partially cook the split peas by rapidly
boiling them for 15 minutes in 3 cups of water.
Pour into a strainer and drain.

3. Over a medium to medium-high flame,
heat 3 tablespoons of ghee or vegetable oil for
30 to 60 seconds in a heavy 3-quart saucepan
(nonstick cookware is ideal). Stir in the
minced ginger, cumin seeds, and cloves, and
fry for about 30 to 45 seconds, or until the
cumin seeds turn golden brown.

4. Add the asafetida and then immediately
stir in the rice; fry for about 2 or 3 minutes.
Pour in 4 cups of water, the turmeric, black
pepper, and salt, and rapidly bring to a full
boil. Stir in the parboiled split peas. Now

%

cover with a tight-fitting lid, reduce the flame
to low, and simmer for about 30 minutes or
until the stew is tender. If the mixture is too
thick, stir in part or all of the remaining %2 cup
water. Remove from the flame.

5. Heat the remaining ghee or oil in a small
frying pan over a low flame. Stir-fry the
cashew bits until golden brown, and then fold
into the stew. Place the stew over a medium-
low flame and simmer for 1 or 2 minutes. Now
garnish each serving with a pat of butterand a
sprig of parsley, and offer the first one to
Krsna.

Simple Rice-and-Mung Stew with Braised
Tomatoes (Gili Mung-Ki Khicari)

Warming, nourishing, and tasty, this stew is
exceptionally easy to digest and an excellent
source of nutrition.

Preparation time: About 1 hour
Servings: Sor6

% cup basmati or other good quality long-
grain white rice

% cup split mung beans, without skins

1 teaspoon turmeric

Y2 teaspoon garam masdla (try an Indian
grocery)

3 tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

2 teaspoons cumin seeds

Y to Y2 dried red chili pepper (use as desired)

Vs teaspoon asafetida

2 medium-size tomatoes

1. Wash the tomatoes and cut each of them
into eight wedges.

2. Place the rice, mung beans, water, tur-
meric, and garam masala in a heavy saucepan
and bring to a full boil. Reduce the flame to
low, partially cover, and gently simmer for
about 45 minutes to an hour, or until the in-
gredients are tender and the liquid is ab-
sorbed. Remove from the flame.

3. Over a medium to medium-high flame,
heat the ghee or vegetable oil in a small sauce-
pan over a medium to medium-high flame for
about 1 minute. Stir in the cumin seeds and
dried red chili, and fry for about 30 to 45 sec-
onds, or until the cumin seeds are golden
brown. Then sprinkle in the asafetida and im-
mediately add the tomato wedges. Fry for2 to
3 minutes, or until the tomatoes soften and
glisten with ghee or oil. Now pour the fried
seasoning into the khicari, stir in the salt, and
offer to Krsna.

J
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JUMPING
TO CONCLUSIONS

The Philosophy of Dr. Frog

A look at the limitations of our mind and senses.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

here was once a community of frogs

living in a well near the Atlantic
Ocean. None of them had ever been out of
the well, so they knew nothing of the out-
side world.

Then one day a particularly athletic
young frog managed to leap out of the
well. He began to explore. When he came
to the beach and saw the ocean, he was as-
tonished. He’d never seen anything like it,
and he rushed back to the well to report
his discovery.

Back in the well, the young frog ex-
citedly asked to see the most learned frog
in the community. This senior frog knew
all there was to know about the sociology,
history, and geography of the world-in-a-
well. He was a veritable repository of frog-
gish knowledge. Let’s call him Dr. Frog.

“Where have you been?” asked Dr.
Frog of the young explorer. “What did
you see?”

“I saw a vast body of water,” replied the
young frog.

“How vast? Was it twice the size of our
well?” And Dr. Frog puffed himself up a
little in appreciation of such a huge body
of water,

“No, no, sir. It’s much larger than that.
You see—"

“Was it four times the size of our well?”
Dr. Frog puffed himself up some more.

“No, no, sir. Much, much larger.”

“Ten times the size of our well?” Dr.

Frog puffed prodigiously.

“No, no, you don’t understand.”

And with that Dr. Frog puffed himself
up a little more—and burst.

* * *

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the founder and spiri-
tual guide of the Hare Krsna movement,
would sometimes tell this story to illus-
trate the limitations of the scientific meth-
od when applied to ultimate questions
such as the origin of the universe or the
existence and nature of God.

And scientists themselves admit these
limitations. In 1980, Kenneth E. Bould-
ing, president of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, said
this during an address to the organiza-
tion’s annual convention: “Cosmology . . .
is likely to be very insecure, simply because
it studies a very large universe with a very
small and biased sample. We have only
been looking at it carefully for a very small
fraction of its total time span, and we
know intimately an even smaller fraction
of its total span in space.”

Srila Prabhupada’s criticism of material
knowledge echoes that found in the Vedic
literature, India’s large body of philo-
sophical writings. Thousands of years ago
the Vedic sages analyzed the reasons why
knowledge acquired through the material
senses and mind is defective. First of all,

PAINTING BY SRINIVASA DASA

the senses themselves are limited and im-
perfect. Second, we easily become illu-
sioned. Third, we make mistakes. And
fourth, we have a tendency to cheat, to
claim possession of the truth when the
foundations of our knowledge are shaky.

Let’s take a closer look at these impedi-
ments to materially acquired knowledge.

Imperfect Senses

The first problem we face when trying
to get accurate information about the ex-
ternal world is that our senses have
physiological limits, or “thresholds of per-
ception.” Take the eyes, for example. We
can see only a tiny fraction of the total
electromagnetic spectrum. An electromag-
netic wave can range from one quadril-
lionth of a meter up to 100 million meters
in length. And of this immense array of
energy, we can see only the waves between
400 and 750 millimicrons long. (A milli-
micron is a billionth of a meter.) Violet
falls around the 400 millimicron range,
blue around 450, green around 500, yel-
low around 600, and red around 700. Any-
thing outside this thin band is invisible to us.

Our hearing is limited in the same way.
Sound waves are measured in hertz, or
cycles per second. Human hearing extends
from 20 hertz up to 20,000 hertz. We’re deaf
to any vibration above or below this range.

If we examine each of our remaining
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senses, we'll find them similarly limited.

So our senses are imperfect. But what of
scientific instruments? Can’t they help us
get more perfect knowledge? Not really.
They merely complicate things. Nobel-
Prize—winning physicist Eugene Wigner
points out, “Even if we photograph the
stars, we must eventually ‘take in’ by our
senses what the photograph shows. Fur-
thermore, without our senses, we could not
handle a photographic camera. Clearly,
all knowledge comes to us ultimately
through our senses.”

So even if amplified or refined by instru-
ments, whatever knowledge we base on
sense perception is no more perfect than
our imperfect senses.

Illusion

Our second defect is that we’re subject
to illusion. Many of us have had the ex-

tible to illusion. If our hand has been
warmed sufficiently, “warm” water will
feel cool. If the hand has been cooled,
“cool” water will feel warm. This phenom-
enon leads to situations in which we can
perceive the same water as simultaneously
cool and warm! If we taste an orange after
tasting sugar, the orange tastes sour. But
after alemon, an orange tastes sweet. Audi-
tory illusions are also common, as the art
of ventriloquism clearly demonstrates.
But there is another way in which ordi-
nary perception puts us into illusion: The
objects of our senses are constantly chang-
ing from moment to moment. They aren’t
stable features of reality. This difficulty
becomes particularly evident when we try
to label these objects. In The Social and
Psychological Distortion of Information,
Charles K. West, professor of educational
psychology at the University of Illinois,
says, “To name an object as ‘paper’ is to

Our eyes often play
tricks on us. The two
bars in figure a. are of
equal height. The white
triangle in figure b.
isn’t really there. The
drawing of the “trident”
in figure c. befuddles
our mind and eye with

its impossible perspec- [
tive. And the diagonal
lines in figure d. are
parallel.
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perience of driving down the highway on a
hot day and seeing what looks like water
up ahead, only to discover that none is ac-
tually there. So even if Dr. Frog could
have gotten out of his well and seen the
ocean, his perceptual problems wouldn’t
have been over. “It is possible that I am
wrong that the wet-looking blue patch ap-
parently over there is the sea,” says Dr.
R.L. Gregory, director of the Brain and
Perception Laboratory at the University of
Bristol, England. “I might possibly be
dreaming or drugged. This may be un-
likely, but it is possible; so my perceptions
are not certain.”

Psychologists and other students of per-
ception have done much research intoillu-
sion, particularly in the realm of vision.
(See illustrations above.)

The sense of touch is also highly suscep-
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give it a permanence that somewhat masks
the fact that it is a temporary appearance,
temporarily existing in time and space.”

The same observation was made fifty
centuries ago in the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
a classic Vedic philosophical treatise. The
Bhagavatam describes the cosmic mani-
festation as “the world of names.” In his
commentary on this passage, Srila Prabhu-
pada explains, “The whole material cre-
ation is a jugglery of names only; in fact, it
is nothing but a bewildering creation of
matter like earth, water, and fire. The
buildings, furniture, cars, bungalows, mills,
factories, industries, peace, war, or even
the highest perfection of material science,
namely atomic energy and electronics, are
all simply bewildering names of the ma-
terial elements with their concomitant
reactions.”

&

Mistakes

Yet another difficulty with sense per-
ception is that we all make mistakes. Dr.
Gregory (the brain specialist from Bris-
tol) says, “Science, with all its dramatic
successes, has from its beginnings also
generated wildly incorrect accounts: stars
as pinpricks in a crystal globe, electricity
and heat as fluids, the brain as an organ to
cool the blood. . . . These are dramatic
deviations from what we now see as truth;
and when invented they were deviations
from what then appeared true.”

One recent example of such a mistake
concerns the brontosaurus, best known of
the dinosaurs, usually pictured as a snub-
nosed, blunt-toothed giant. Speaking of
the skeleton at the Carnegie Institute, as-
sistant curator David Berman admits,
“He’s got the wrong head. There are four
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other museums that have brontosaurus
skeletons on exhibit, and they all have the
wrong heads.”

It turns out the brontosaurus actually
had a long snout and pointed teeth. The
confusion apparently began in 1881 when
a respected Yale paleontologist used the
skeleton of a brontosaurus excavated in
Colorado to put together the first picture
of the huge reptile. Berman says, “He ac-
tually used a head that was found three or
four miles away from the skeleton, but no
one knew.” Berman’s colleague, Wes-
leyan University professor John Mec-
Intosh, says, “He guessed. He usually
guessed right in things like this, but this
time he didn’t.”

In another instance, three astronomers
recently discovered a significant mistake
in the Hubble Constant, an equation used
as a cosmic yardstick to measure enor-
mous distances in the universe. The Hubble
Constant—named after astronomer Edwin
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P. Hubble —has undergone so many cor-
rections since he first formulated it that
many astronomers now laughingly call it
“the Hubble Variable.”

Clearly, with our imperfect senses and
our illusion-prone mind, mistakes are
inevitable.

Cheating

To err is human, the saying goes, but un-
fortunately humans sometimes go beyond
innocent error and deliberately propagate
untruths. Scientists are not immune to this
shortcoming.

For many years, textbooks on evolution
routinely cited the Piltdown Man as evi-
dence that human beings have descended
from an apelike ancestor. In 1912, ar-

cheologists excavated a humanlike skull

and an apelike jaw from a gravel

pit at Piltdown, in the British Isles.

() The bones were deemed parts
_— 3

of the same creature, which

was duly reconstructed in

full and placed in the

British Museum as an
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example of a transitional phase between
ancient ape and modern man. In 1953,
however, investigators discovered that the
jawbone of the Piltdown Man was actually
of very recent origin and had simply been
stained to look like a fossil. In addition,
someone had filed the teeth down to change
their appearance. In other words, the Pilt-
down Man was a fraud, apparently en-
gineered by one of the original discoverers.

More recently, U.S. congressional com-
mittees have been investigating allega-
tions that scientists working under federal
research grants routinely falsify experi-
mental data to keep the grant money com-
ing. The Los Angeles Times reported, “In
one of the congressional sessions, Dr.
John Long admitted in sworn testimony
that he had falsified research results in an
experiment he conducted on Hodgkin’s
Disease at the renowned Massachusetts
General Hospital in Boston. He also ad-
mitted concealing from his co-workers

findings that cells he had been describing
for years as human cancer cells were in
fact cells from a squirrel monkey.”

Such incidents are causing great con-
sternation among leaders of the scientific
community, who fear that growing public
mistrust will result in funding cutbacks.
Nevertheless, scientists still seem to enjoy
quite a substantial reservoir of public con-
fidence. In his book on the distortion of
information, Dr. Charles West says, “Sci-
entific information is thought not to be af-
fected by the intellectual and emotional
pitfalls which influence ordinary persons.
Just to use the word scientific means to
many people that the information is highly
significant, indisputable, dispassionate,
objective, beyond reproach, free from
dogma, and highly rational.” But such is
not always the case. As Dr. West so
astutely observes, “Scientists view the
world in terms of their needs, attitudes,
values, interests, concepts, and structures
just like everybody else, and their obser-
vations and findings are influenced by
these factors.”

One problem is that nearly all scientists

are employed by large

institutions, usually a

major university, a big

corporation, or the gov-

ernment. So in addition to

being hampered by all

the imperfections of sen-

sory perception, the sci-

entist is under constant

pressure to modify his

findings to meet the needs

of the institution he’s

working for. As Dr.

West notes, “The con-

trols operate through-

out the stages of research,

d. which include problem

selection, problem ar-

ticulation, data analysis, hypothesis for-

mation, and solution, or articulation of
findings.”

Perfect Knowledge

Taking all this into consideration, we
should be highly doubtful about the picture
of the universe given us by natural science,
what to speak of its ideas about ultimate
questions like the origin of life and the
existence of God.

Does this mean, however, that we can
never hope for answers to such questions?
No, but it does mean that we have to find
another method of getting them.

According to the Vedic literature, the
way to receive perfect knowledge about
such ultimate questions is called the ava-
roha-panthd, the descending path of knowl-
edge. It stands in contrast to the ascending
path of material science, the method of
speculative research with the imperfect

mind and senses. As we have seen, this as-
cending path can never lead to certain
knowledge. But on the descending path,
we accept knowledge from a perfect source,
one beyond the four defects. Only in this
way can we circumvent these impediments
and attain knowledge of God.

Consider the predicament of a man who
doesn’t know who his father is because the
father left home before he was born. How
can the son know his father’s identity for
sure? One alternative would be for the son
to personally interview millions of men—
obviously a tedious and most likely fruit-
less endeavor. This is the ascending path
of knowledge. Another alternative is for
the man to approach his mother and ask
her who his father is. This method, the
only method with any hope of certainty, is
the descending path of knowledge.

The problem, of course, is finding a
source of perfect knowledge—a source
not subject to the four defects outlined
above. Such a source is especially needed
when we are searching for answers to
questions about the origin of life and mat-
ter or the existence and nature of God—
in other words, the Absolute Truth.

Devotees of Lord Krsna recognize the
Vedic literature as the primary source of
perfect knowledge about the Absolute
Truth. Admittedly, a certain amount of
faith is needed to embark on the process of
realizing the truth contained in the Vedic
knowledge, a process known as bhakti-
yoga, or devotional service. But this faith
is no different from the faith a freshman in
a college chemistry course must have to
begin his studies. He can’t be sure that the
experiments will work or that the informa-
tion in the textbooks is accurate (indeed,
as we have seen, some of it probably isn’t),
but he has faith in his professor, an expert
in chemistry, and in all those who have
gone before him, completed the course,
and confirmed to their own satisfaction
that the corpus of standard knowledge is
true. Similarly, when someone takes up
devotional service, he comes under the
tutelage of a spiritual master, an expert in
devotional service who teaches the knowl-
edge contained in the Vedic literature and
who has personally realized the Absolute
Truth. The neophyte devotee also meets
others who are further on in the course of
bhakti-yoga and who have realized the
Absolute Truth to some extent. And he
himself begins to realize transcendental
knowledge as he continues serving the
Lord.

So the knowledge derived from the
practice of bhakti-yoga, though outside
the purview of the material senses and
mind, is as scientific—or more so—than
what we commonly accept as scientific
fact.

The Vedic literature tells us that perfect
knowledge originates with the Supreme
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Personality of Godhead, who is the creator
and controller of the entire material mani-
festation. If we wish to understand the
ultimate meaning of a painting, we should
approach the artist who painted it. He’s
the best source of knowledge about his
own creation. Similarly, the Supreme
Lord is the best source of knowledge
about the universe. He is not hampered by
the defects of ordinary human beings. His
senses are perfect and unlimited, and He
is completely free from the propensity to
become illusioned, make mistakes, and
cheat.

At the beginning of creation, Lord
Krsna spoke the perfect Vedic knowledge
to Brahma, the first created being in the
universe. Brahma then repeated the same
perfect knowledge to his son and disciple
Narada. Narada in turn spoke it to the
sage Vyasa, who repeated it to his son and
disciple Sukadeva Gosvami. And in the
same way the Vedic knowledge has come
down to the present day through a chain of
disciplic succession. At a certain point,
the Vedic teachings were committed to
writing.

The most essential Vedic texts, such as
Bhagavad-gita, contain the direct words
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
In contrast to other scriptures, which give
only the most rudimentary accounts of
creation, the Vedic literature gives de-
tailed accounts of the origin of the cosmic
manifestation, from the atom to the vari-
eties of planetary systems.

The best way to attain perfect knowl-
edge, then, is to approach a genuine
spiritual master in the line of disciplic suc-
cession descending from the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and to study the
Vedic literature under his direction. The
Bhagavad-gita advises, “Just try to learn
the truth by approaching a spiritual mas-
ter. Inquire from him submissively and
render service unto him. The self-realized
souls can impart knowledge unto you be-
cause they have seen the truth.” And the
Mundaka Upanisad states, “To learn the
transcendental science, one must ap-
proach a spiritual master who is part of a
genuine disciplic succession and who is
fixed in the Absolute Truth.” The link
with the spiritual master is so important
that the disciple traditionally prays, “I
offer my respectful obeisances unto my
spiritual master, who, with the torch-
light of knowledge, has opened my eyes,
which were blinded by the darkness of
ignorance.”

So by accepting the transcendental
knowledge that comes down through the
chain of pure devotees of Krsna, one can
rise above the defects of the material mind
and senses and reach a scientific under-
standing of the Absolute Truth. The alter-
native is Dr. Frog’s philosophy —which
is ultimately a bust. o]
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THE YOGA DICTIONARY

The Sanskrit language is rich in words to communicate ideas about spiritual life, yoga, and
God realization. This dictionary, appearing by installments in BACK TO GODHEAD, focuses
upon the most important of these words (and, occasionally, upon relevant English terms) and
explains what they mean. (For a guide to proper pronunciation, please see page 1.)

Dhama—A holy place of
pilgrimage, usually a site of
the Lord’s pastimes.

The Vedic scriptures tell us

that one can reduce the reactions to his
past sinful activities by visiting a dhama
and bathing in the holy waters there. That’s
why millions of pilgrims visit the dhamas
in India each year.

But the importance of a dhama goes be-
yond the ritual bathing in the holy waters.
If one wants to get the full benefit of the
dhama, he should hear spiritual topics
from the self-realized souls who reside
there. The Srimad-Bhagavatam says that
if one travels to a dhama just to bathe but
neglects to hear from realized persons, he
is no better than a cow or an ass.

India is full of dhamas. In northern In-
dia there are Vrndavana, where Lord
Krsna enacted His childhood pastimes five
thousand years ago; Hardwar, situated
on the Ganges where it flows out of the
foothills of the Himalayas; Ayodhya, the
site of Lord Ramacandra’s pastimes and
the capital of His kingdom; and also
Benares and Prayaga. Near Calcutta in
Bengal is Mayapur, where Sri Caitanya
Mahéprabhu appeared five hundred years
ago. On the eastern coast of India is Puri,
where the Ratha-yatra chariot festival of
Lord Jagannatha annually draws more
than a million pilgrims, and on the west-
ern coast is Dvaraka, where Lord Krsna
enacted His later pastimes. And there are
many more.

In the broader sense, any place con-
nected with Lord Krsna or His devotees is
a dhama. Thus the many temples of the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness are also dhamas, and anyone
who wants spiritual purification but can’t
travel to India can take advantage of
them.

Dhrtarastra—the head of the Kuru
dynasty, which instigated the fratricidal
War of Kuruksetra five thousand years
ago.
Blind from birth, Dhrtarastra, goaded
on by his eldest son, Duryodhana, disen-
franchised his nephews, the five Pan-
davas, and tried to have them murdered.

The plot failed, however, and all of
Dhrtarastra’s sons perished in the Kuru-
ksetra War. Afterward Dhrtarastra was
taken in by King Yudhisthira, the eldest
Pandava, and given a place of honor in
his palace. Dhrtarastra had truly become

a pitiful figure, for he was living in the
palace of those whom he had tried to
murder and who had brought about the
death of his sons.

At this time, Dhrtarastra’s wise and
saintly brother, Vidura, returned from
pilgrimage and rebuked Dhrtarastra for
his humiliating dependence on the Pan-
davas. Vidura told Dhrtarastra that he
should leave the palace immediately, go
to the forest, and prepare for impending
death.

Vidura’s instructions were just what
Dhrtarastra needed, and he retired to the
forest to practice yogic meditation. Soon
Dhrtarastra achieved liberation from the
bondage of matter and merged with the
impersonal feature of the Lord.

Dhruva-—the son of the great king
Uttanapada, who ruled the world millions
of years ago.

Because Dhruva’s stepmother had in-
sulted him, Dhruva left home at the age
of five and went to the forest to seek God.
On the way, he met his spiritual master,
Narada Muni, who taught him how to
realize God by practicing austerity and
meditation. Dhruva was determined to
achieve a kingdom better than that of his
father or even his great-grandfather, Lord
Brahma, the creator of the universe.
So Dhruva diligently followed Narada’s
instructions.

Dhruva intensified his austerities
month by month until he was standing on
one leg and taking only one breath of air
every twelve days. By his deep medita-
tion on the Supreme Lord, Dhruva
pleased Him, and He appeared before
Dhruva in His four-armed form.

When Dhruva saw his beloved Lord,
he was so elated that he no longer wanted
the kingdom he had strived for. In
ecstasy, Dhruva said, “Now that I am
seeing You, who are like the most beautiful
gem, the valuable kingdom [ wanted
seems just like a piece of broken glass.”

Yet the Lord fulfilled all of Dhruva’s
desires. He awarded him dominion over
the polestar, which is a spiritual planet
within the material universe. Like all
spiritual planets, the polestar is eternal.
So Dhruva won a kingdom greater than
that of his great-grandfather—and still
went back to Godhead.

The full history of Dhruva appears in
the Fourth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.
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further perceives that sinful activities—
activities against the laws of God—harm
that consciousness. Thus it is entirely logi-
cal for a Krsna conscious person to obey
the laws of God, just as it is logical for an
ordinary citizen to obey the laws of the
state.

Ultimately, we must come to the stage
of absolute logic, which refers to absolute
perception, a perception of things with
eternally recognizable properties and eter-
nally established relationships. For ex-
ample, God is the supreme master and
enjoyer and we are His eternal servants.
Thus it is absolutely logical for us to serve
Him, for we are then situated in our natu-
ral, constitutional position. To serve a
mundane employer may be logical, but it
is not absolutely logical, since after the em-
ployer’s death, or upon his bankruptcy,
serving him is illogical.

In conclusion, logic is a secondary pro-
cess that follows the primary process of
consciousness. We are conscious, for ex-
ample, that numbers have particular
values and properties, and based on this
perception, we can state that a particular
mathematical equation is either logical or
illogical. Similarly, by purifying our exis-
tence through the practice of Krsna con-
sciousness, we can perceive the values and
properties of God, and thus we can dis-
cern that a particular statement about
God is either logical or illogical. By con-
firming our analysis with the Vedic litera-
tures, which are standard reference works
of spiritual science compiled by realized
devotees, we can perfectly understand the
science of God in Krsna consciousness. fig

FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Visnu
(March 29— April 27)

April 19— Papa-mocani Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

Month of Madhusidana
(April 28—May 26)

May 5—Disappearance of Srila Vrndivana
dasa Thakura, sixteenth-century author of
Caitanya-Bhdgavata, one of the main biog-
raphies of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

May 8—Varithini Ekada$i (fasting from
grains and beans).

RESOURCES

Pictures for your home altar. Framed 8 x 10
color prints: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, Lord Caitanya
and His associates, and Sri S$ri Radha-Krsna.
$3.00 each. ISKCON Educational Services,
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Ingredients for Krgna’s Cuisine. Kalachandji’s
Pantry will send you all the spices and other in-
gredients you need to follow the recipes in
BACK TO GODHEAD, the Hare Krsna Cook-
book, and most Indian cookbooks. For a free
catalog, write Kalachandji’s Pantry, P.O. Box
11352, Dallas, TX 75223.

Handsome binders for BACK TO GODHEAD.
Each durable plastic-covered binder holds a full
year's issues. Issues easily inserted or removed.
Send $5.00 to ISKCON Educational Services
(see address above).

Back issues of BTG, bound into books. These
are deluxe hardbound volumes, each with a
complete year’s issues of BACK TO GODHEAD.
Years available: 1979, 1981, 1982. Send $25.00
per volume to BTG, P.O. Box 18928, Philadel-
phia, PA 19119. Individual back issues also
available, $1.50 each. Send for list of what we
still have.

Note to subscribers. Planning to move? Let us
know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.
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Are Devotees of Krsna “Holier-Than-Thou”?

“The Hare Krsnas have a holier-than-
thou attitude,” some people say. And
whenever [ hear that kind of talk, I
start to reflect on why someone would
think that. True, the devotees strongly
condemn things most people think nor-
mal: illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxica-
tion, and gambling. That’s bound to
cause a reaction. And one reaction
may well be to label us “holier-than-
thou.” This charge, however, is unfair,
and I would like to explain why.

First of all, from studying the Vedic
scriptures and the lives of great saints,
devotees learn to respect and aspire for
the quality of humility. So although a
devotee understands that what he’s
doing—serving the Supreme Lord—
is the best activity a person can per-
form, he doesn’t think himself superior
to others. When Lord Krsna appeared
as Caitanya Mahaprabhu to teach the
science of devotional service, He ad-
vised every devotee “to think himself
lower than the grass, to be more toler-
ant than a tree, and to expect no per-
sonal honor but always to give all
respect to others.”

A devotee is humble because he un-
derstands his position as an eternal
spirit soul who, as a result of false
pride, has fallen from his original
home in the eternal, spiritual world.
Rebelling against God, he has chosen
to come into this material world to try
to enjoy apart from Him. Now, by the
grace of God and the spiritual master,
he has again taken up his spiritual ac-
tivities of devotional service. So he is
very grateful. Understanding that he is
a fallen soul, saved by the Lord’s
causeless mercy, he remains humble.

In the Bhagavad-gita (5.18), Lord
Krsna explains that a devotee sees all
living entities equally: “The humble
sages, by virtue of true knowledge, see
with equal vision a learned and gentle
brahmana, a cow, an elephant, a dog,
and a dog-eater.” This vision frees the
devotee of prejudices based on race,
sex, nationality, or social status. The
devotee cannot consider himself superi-
or, because he sees that all living beings
are equal in spiritual identity.

The virtues of humility and equal vi-
sion are certainly exalted, and only a few
devotees attain them to the highest de-
gree. Nevertheless, all devotees in the
Krsna consciousness movement strive to
develop these virtues. So they never
look disdainfully on any creature —
man, woman, devotee, nondevotee,
animal, plant. How, then, can a devo-
tee be labeled “holier-than-thou™?

Of course, a sincere devotee of God
will strongly condemn materialistic
life. Yet even while condemning, he
“hates the sin, not the sinner.” A devo-
tee doesn’t have to abandon humility
to decry godlessness. It is his duty to
speak out against illusion, blindness,
and deceit—not to demean others but
to uplift them. The Srimad-Bhagavatam

(5.5.7) enjoins every devotee who is

truly merciful to try to enlighten those
who are ignorant of spiritual science
and addicted to the path of material-
ism. “If a blind man is walking down
the wrong path,” the Bhagavatam says,
“how can a gentleman allow him to
continue on his way to danger? No
wise or kind man can allow this.”

Sometimes a devotee is blasphemed
or even physically attacked while try-
ing to spread God consciousness.
(Jesus Christ is the perfect example.)
Still, many devotees have gladly taken
the risk and done God’s work. A
holier-than-thou attitude could hardly
sustain such a person. An uncompromis-
ing teacher of God consciousness must
have real conviction, humility, toler-
ance, and faith in the ultimate protec-
tion of the Lord.

And he must also have knowledge.
He must know that since each spirit
soul has free will, one person cannot
force another to take up Krsna con-
sciousness. It is a matter of love, not
force. So the devotee sees everyone as
part and parcel of his beloved Lord, ap-
proaches as many people as possible,
and attempts to introduce them to
Krsna consciousness.

Some people argue that the mission-
ary spirit itself is a holier-than-thou at-
titude. They say that people should be
allowed to do as they like, without being

bothered by any preaching or prosely-
tizing. Of course, such critics are them-
selves “preaching” by putting forward
their hedonistic ethic.

Every intelligent person wants the
best for himself and for society, and
simply wanting to improve society
doesn’t necessarily mean one is arro-
gant or prideful. The real question
should be, Who has the best program
for improving society? Srila Ripa Go-
svami, a great devotional saint and
scholar of the sixteenth century, an-
swered this question by declaring that
Lord Caitanya is the most munificent
person because He distributed love of
God freely to society at large.

The devotees of the Hare Krsna
movement share this view. Whereas
other programs may partially or tem-
porarily relieve the sufferings of hu-
manity, Lord Caitanya's gift— pure
love of Krsna—is best because it gives
complete relief, for eternity.

The root cause of suffering is materi-
al life itself, which we have brought on
ourselves by turning away from God.
The best welfare work, therefore, is to
inform people of their spiritual nature,
their relationship with God, and how
to act in that relationship so they can
return to their eternal home in the spiri-
tual world. When people are God con-
scious, this material world is like the
spiritual world: free from anxiety.

The devotees of Krsna are convinced
that they have the real solution to the
problems of the world. Following the
lead of great devotees since time im-
memorial, they accept the Vedic con-
clusion that Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and that serv-
ing Him with devotion is the best activ-
ity for all mankind. They are ready to
discuss these views with others on the
basis of philosophy, logic, and scrip-
ture. Because they see every living
being equally and because they under-
stand that forgetfulness of God is the
root of all suffering, they work self-
lessly to educate humanity.

Holier-than-thou? No. The devotees
of Krsna are serving the best interests
of everyone. —SDG
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Centers of the Hare Krsna Movement

(continued from the back cover)

EUROPE (continued)
OTHER COUNTRIES
Athens, Greece—133 Solonos/ (301) 3641618
Catania, Sicily—Via San Nicold al Borgo, 28, 95100/ 095-552252
Copenhagen, Denmark — Ashoyvei 35, 4600 Koge/ (03) 650536
Gallarate, Italy—Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate 20131 (VA)/ 0331-783-268
Githenburg, Sweden—Paradisvigen 11, 43331 Partille/ (031) 444636
Graz, Austria—Idlhofgasse 86/3, 8020 Graz/ 0316-37775
Grodinge, Sweden—Korsnis Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151
Helsinki, Finland—Jagaregatan 10D, 00150 Helsinki/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Germany—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Canary Islands—Néstor de la Torre. 26—5.B
Madrid, Spain—Velisquez 24, 2da. dcha., Madrid 1/ 276-0447
Munich, W. Germany—Gewerkenstr. 13, Gelsenkirchen-Schalke/ (089) 6014536
NMaples, Italy—Via Tironcelli No. 77, 80054 Torre Del Grecao/ (081) 881-54-31
Paris, France —Chateau d'Ermenonville, 60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin 68950/ (4) 454-0400
Rome, Italy—Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome 00144/ (06) 593-075
Septon, Belgium —Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-515710
Strasbourg, France—57, Ave. des Vosges, 67000 Strashourg/ (88) 362409
Turin, Italy— 10C. Tetti Gariglio, Strada Vicinale Berra 15/1, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/
(011) 840-957
Vienna, Austria—Kirchengasse 32, A-1070 Wien/ (0222) 93 24 57
Zirrich, Switzerland —Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69.33.88
FARM COMMUNTIES
Almviks Gard, Swed 15300 Jirna/ 0755 51068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jivada-Nrsithha-
Ksetra)—(contact ISKCON Heidelberg)
Bnhuega Spam (New Vra_]a Mandala)— (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
land n Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ (037) 43.26.98
Florence Italy (Villa Vrnd.avana)—-—I“O Box 96, 50026 San Casciano Val di Pesa
(Firenze)/ 055-820054
Valencay, France (New Miyapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-23-26
RESTAURANT
Copenhagen, Denmark—Studiestraede 12, 1455 Copenhagen/ (01) 131051

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide—13-A Frome St., Adelaide 5000, S. Australia/ (08) 223-2084

Brishane—>56 Bellevue Terrace, St. Lucia 4066, Queensland (mail: P.O. Box 649,
Toowong 4066)/ (07) 370-7478

Cairns—69 Spence St., Cairns, Queensland 5238/ (70) 514-528

Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/
(03) 699-5122

Newcastle—108 Curry St., Merewether, N.S.W. 2291/ (049) 63-1962

Perth—73 Alexandra Rd., E. Fremantle, W. Australia 6158 (mail: P.O. Box 847,
Fremantle WA 6160)/ (09) 339-7111

Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., King’s Cross 2011, N.5.W. (mail: P.O. Box 159)/
(02) 357-5162

FARM COMMUNITIES

Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., N.S.W. (mail: P.O. Box 493,
St. Mary's, 2760, N.S.W.)/(045) 755-284

Murwillumbah (New Govardh )—Eungella, Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
MN.S.W. 2484 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 68?)1 (066) 72-1903

Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—F.0. Box 1418, Renmark 5341, S. Australia/ (050) 278 226

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide—Govinda's, 13 Frome Street

Cairns—(ar ISKCON Caimns)

Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., 3000/ 63-1578

Melbourne—Gopal's, 15 Elizabeth St., 3000 (first floor)

Newcastle—Gopal’s, Lower Ground Floor, 176 Hunrer St./ (049) 63-1962

Parramatta—Gopal's, 18A Darcy St./ (02) 635-0638

Surfer's Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy., Queensland 4217/ (075) 399-310

Sydne{v—Mukundn‘s, 233 Victoria St., Darlinghurst/ 357 5162

D AND FIJI

Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf
Course) (ma1l cloR.D. 2, Kumeu)/ 412-8075
Christchurch, New Zealand—30 Latimer Sq./ 65689
Lautoka, Fiji—i Tavewa Ave. (mail: c/o P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391 282
RESTAURANT
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AFRICA

Accra, Ghana, W. Africa—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Cape Town, S. Africa—26 Grorro Rd., Rondebaosch, 7700/ (021) 653 712

Durban (Natal), §. Africa—F.O. Box 212, Caro Ridge, Natal 3680/ (325) 219-19

Harare, Zimbabwe—P.0. Box 2090

Johannesburg, S. Africa—62 Houghton Dr., Houghton 2196/ (011) 728-2157

Kisumu, Kenya—(Kibuye) off Nyerere Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 1102)

Lagos, Nigeria—2B Coker Rd., Hlupeju (mail: P.O. Box 8793)/ 962189

Mauritius—White House, (_tln_uurl Antelme St., Quartre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108,
Quarte Dome, Mauritius) 46804

Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavai House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd.
P.O. Box 82224/ 312248

Nairobi, Kenya—Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946/ 744365

Gopal’s, 1st Floor, 291 Queen St., (opp. Cinema Centre)

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 49935
Bangalore, Karnataka—34/A, 9th ‘B' Cross, West of (1h(!rd Rd., Mahalaxmi Layout,
560 086 (mail: P.O. Box 5181)/ 80418
Baruda Gujarat—I18 Sujata Society Gorri Rd., 390 015/ 66499
ar, Orissa—Narional Highway Nn 5, Mayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 626-860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O.
Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas
Guwahati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Road, Madras 600 010
Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur
Dham (District Nadia)
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058
Silichar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Malugram, Cachar District, 788002
Surat, Gujarat—21-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395 007/ 87668
Tirupati, A.P.—Vinayak Nagar, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, 517501
Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort PO, 695023
Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg,
Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayapur, W. Bengal— (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay—Govinda’s (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavan— Krishna-Balarim Mandir Guesthouse
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—]Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188, New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325
Hong Kong—‘} Hnmannn St., Flat 23, Kowloon/ 3-7122630

Jakarta, Ind alan Rawamangun Muka Timur 80/ 4835-19
Ka(hmandu, Nepal—Srl Kunj, Kamal.adt
Mandaue City, Philiy 231 Pag: gan Rd., Basak, Cebu/ 83254

Manila, Phiﬁppi.nes—|‘ﬂ-6 Looban St. Paco/ 593652

Selangor, Malaysia—No. 18 Jalan 6/6, off Jalan Anak Gassing, Petaling Jaya/ 564957

Singapore— 103, Wellington Rd., Sembawang, 2775

Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave., Shemstad St., No. 3/644-272

Tokyo, Japan—3-13-4 Kamirenjyaku, Mitakashi, Tokyo T181/ (0422) 475847
FARM COMMUNITY

Luzon, Philippines—Comillas Cervantes, llocos, Sur

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e
Benjamin Constant)

Belo Horizonte, MG—Rua Gongalves Dias, 2411, Lurdes 30.000/ (031) 335-1551

Curitiba, PR—Rua Pres. Carlos Cavalcante, 1090, Sio Francisco 80.000/ 234.0573

Fortaleza, CE—Rua Jos¢ Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota

Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 387

Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomis Flores, 327, Bonfim/ 27-3078

Recife, PE—Ave. 17 de Agosto, 257, Parnamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-1908

Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Rua da Cascara, 70, Tijuca

Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Broras 40.000/ (071) 244-1072

Sao Luiz, MA—Rua Deputado José Maria, 93-Fatima

Sao Paulo, SP—Rua dos Franceses, 323, Bela Vista/ (011) 284-4075

FARM COMMUNITY

Pindamonhangaba, Sao Paulo (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400)

MEXICO

Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/
(905) 271-0132
Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42 67 66
Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel/ 459047
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhiimi)—contact ISKCON Mexico Ciry.

OTHER COUNTRIES
Arequipa, Peru—Lericia 204
Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 3JA No. 54-A-72/ 255-9842
Buenos Aires, Argentina—CC 80, 1602 Florida
Cali, Colombia— Avenida 5B Norte, 23D-35/ 684234
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441
Concepcion, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360 (altos)
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
La Paz, Bolivia— Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Cazilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
Lima, Peru—Jiron Junin 415/ 28-94.9]
Medellin, Colombia—Villa Rica 2 Trasversal 75, No. 72B-110/ 345753
Munle\rldcﬂ. Uruguav—( asilla 10,531, Suc. Pluna
of P; Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaira, frente a
INPSA No. 10 (mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
Quito, Ecuador—Apdo. 2384, Calle Yasuni No. 404 (mail: P.O. Box 2384)
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Torre Blance Urbanizacion Carmiol,
Montes de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon
Santiago, Chnle—qulnnt(-\ 1 50
Santo Doming an R lic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 688-7242
Trinidad and Tobago West [ndues—l’nhhumda Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios,
Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berhice
RESTAURANTS
Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procuradores No. 36
Lima, Peru—Azangaro 149
San José, Costa Rica—50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (ar ISKCON Sanriago)




Enjoy the‘Taste of Spiritual “Life

At the centers of the Hare Krsna movement, you’ll find classes
in the science of self-realization, blissful chanting of Hare

NORTH AMERICA
CANADA

Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN IN7/ (403) 466-9037
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, HIV 2C5/ (514) 527-1101
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-8216
Waterloo, Ontario—51 Amos Ave., N2L 2Wé/ (519) 888-7321

FARM COMMUNITY
Woburn, Quebec (New Badrinatha)— 145 Rang Louise, GOY 1R0/ (819) 566-2282

RESTAURANTS
Montreal —Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510
Ottawa—The Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460

U.S.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland —200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart St., 94705/ (415) 540-9115
Boston, Massachusetts— 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Chicago, Illinois— 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
E. Lansing, Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gainesville, Florida— 1208 S.W. Ist Ave., 32601/ (904) 371-2579
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 516-9860
Hyannis, Massachusetts— 127 Ridgewood Ave., 02601/ (617) 771-4244
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8331
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Newark, Delaware—168 Elkton Rd., 19711/ (302) 453-8510
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ (212) 855-6714
Norman, Oklahoma—312 S. We bster, 73069/ (405) 360-5536 (mail: P.O. Box 5997, 73070)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119 (215) 247-4600
Portland, Oregon— 3828 Southeast Division St., 97202/ (503) 232-2590
Providence, Rhode Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California— 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhakrivedanta Institute & Fellowship, 84 Carl St., 94117/ (415)664-2397
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Box 215, Rt. 181, Gurabo, Santa Rita, 00658/ (809) 765-4745
Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—701 W. Pensacola, 32304/ (904) 222-0790
Tampa, Florida—1814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813) 254-2156

Krsna, festivals, and

every Sunday afternoon—the

famous Hare ;t. To find out more, call or visit

the Hare Krsna center nearest you.

Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ (213) 455-1658

Towaco, NJ—100 Jacksonville Rd., (mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970

Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100

FARM COMMUNITIES

Caddo, Oklahoma (New Kuruksetra)—Route 1, Box 296-A, 74729/ (405) 367-2784

Gainesville, Florida—Rzr. 2, Box 24, Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-4880

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact ISKCON San Juan)

Hillsborough, North Carolina—Rt. 2, Box 395.E, 27278

Hopland, California (New Mt. Kailas)—Route 175, Box 469, 95449/ (707) 744-1100

Hotchkiss, Colorado (New Barshana)—FP.O. Box 112, 81419/ (303) 527-4584

Lynchburg, Tennessee (Muriri-sevaka)—Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A (Mulberry), 37359
(615) 759-7058

New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
(304) 843-1600

Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nigari)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 527-2493

Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-9971

RESTAURANTS

Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740

Leucadia, CA—Govinda's, 1470 N. Hwy. 101, 92024/ (619) 942-2330

Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, %0230/ (213) 836-1269

New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (closed Dec. — April)

Portland—(ar ISKCON Partland)

St. Louis— (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161

San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083

San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290

San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703

San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan/ (809) 727-4885

Washington, D.C.—Govinda’s, 515 8th St. S.E., 20003/ (202) 543-9600

EUROPE
ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—21 Ava Avenue, Ormeau Rd., Belfast 7
Dublin, Ireland —Castlefield House, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16/ 945504
Glasgow, Scotland—571 Sauchichall St., Charing Cross, Glasgow G3 TPQY 041-21-5999
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ 01-437-3662
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertsfordshire WD2 B8EP/ Radlert 7244
Manchester, England— 106 College Road, Whalley Range, Manchester 16/ 061-881-1947
Worcester, England— Chaitanya College at Croome Court, Severn Stoke, Worcester
WRS 9DW/ 090 567-214
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Hare Krsna Farm)—County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London—Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-1835

OTHER COUNTRIES

Amsterdam, Holland —Keizersgracht 94/ 020-249 410
Antwerp, Belgium—25 Katelijnevest/ 031-320987

(This list of worldwide Hare Krsna centers continues on the inside back cover.)





