Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.




His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vrndavana, the place most
sacred to Lord Krsna. His
disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started.

BAcK To GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1

. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the’
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-

vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarnkirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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SURRENDER

TO THE

SOURCE OF
ALL CREATION

A talk given in October 1968

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,

at the Society’s center in Seattle.

ovindam adi-purusam tam ahari

bhajami. We are interested in under-
standing Govinda, or Krsna, the original
person. And if one can understand the
original person, then one understands
everything. This is explained in the
Upanisads: yasmin vijaate sarvam evar
vijnatarn bhavati. “If you can understand
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, or
the Absolute Truth, you understand
everything.”

Similarly, the Bhagavad-gita [6.22]
says, yam labdhva caparam labhar man-
yate nadhikam tatah: “One who under-
stands Krsna thinks there is no greater
gain.” Everyone is trying to gain some-
thing according to his own position or his
own idea. Not everyone is searching after
the same thing. Somebody is searching
after intoxication, somebody is searching
after sex, somebody is searching after
money, somebody is searching after
knowledge—people are searching after
so many things. But there is one thing that

The Supreme Lord rescues His devotee from
the ocean of birth and death. A soul suffering in
material existence can never save himself from
the ocean of repeated birth, old age, disease,
and death. But if he comes to understand Lord
Krsna to be the Absolute Truth, the cause of all
causes, he surrenders to Him and invokes His
mercy. Then the Lord lifts His long-lost devo-
tee out of the ocean of misery and takes him
back to the eternally blissful spiritual world.
(Here Lord Krsna appears in His form as four-
armed Visnu, riding His bird-carrier Garuda.)

will make us so satisfied that we shall say
we do not want anything more. And that is
perfect understanding of Krsna.

If you simply understand Krsna, your
knowledge is perfect: you understand
everything. You understand science, you
understand mathematics, you understand
chemistry, physics, astronomy, philoso-
phy, literature—everything. It doesn’t
matter what department of knowledge or
what kind of activity you are engaged in; if
you can find the Supreme by your activity
or pursuit of knowledge, that is your per-
fection. You are a scientist? All right: by
your scientific research find the Supreme.
Then your science is perfect. You are a
businessman? With your money just
search out the Supreme. You are a lover?
Just search out the supreme lover, Krsna.
You have an aesthetic sense? You are
looking for beauty? If you find Krsna,
your desire for beauty will be satisfied.

The name Krsna means “the all-
attractive one.” He’s attractive to the lov-
ers, He’s attractive to the wise men, He’s
attractive to the politicians, He’s attrac-
tive to the scientists. He’s even attractive
to the rogues. When Krsna entered
Karhsa’s wrestling arena, various kinds of
people saw him differently. Among those
who had come from WVrndavana, the
young girls saw Krsna as the most beauti-
ful person, and the older ladies saw Him as
a loving child. But the demonic wrestlers
saw Krsna as a deadly thunderbolt. They
saw the same Krsna, but they thought,

PAINTING BY RAMADASA-ABHIRAMA DASA

“Oh, here is a thunderbolt that will kill
us!” However strong you may be, if you
are struck by a thunderbolt you are
finished. And Karsa’s wrestlers saw
Krsna in that way—as a deadly thunder-
bolt.

So you can establish a relationship with
Krsna in any of twelve kinds of rasas, or
humors. For example, sometimes you
may want to see a very ghastly scene in
some drama. You may take pleasure in
seeing somebody murder somebody else.
One of our students in Montreal told me
that his father took pleasure in watching
bullfights in Spain. One person may see it
as horrible, but another person is enjoy-
ing: “Oh, it is very nice.” So, Krsna can
accommodate both persons. If you love
horrible things, Krsna will present Himself
to you as Nrsimhadeva.* [Srila Prabhu-
pada imitates a roar] And if you want to
see Krsna as your loving friend, He will
show Himself to you as Varmsi-dhari [He
Who Carries a Flute] or Vrndavana-vihari
[The Enjoyer of Vrndavana]. If you want
Krsna as a loving child, he will appear to
you as Gopila [The Cowherd Boy].

So, there are twelve kinds of humors,
and Krsna can accommodate all of them.
Therefore He is known as akhila-
rasamrta-sindhu, “the nectarean ocean of

*Lord Nrsimhadeva is an incarnation of Krsna
who appeared in the form of a man-lion. To
save His devotee Prahlada He ripped apart the
demon Hiranyakasipu.
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all the different humors.” If you are trying
to find water and you go to the Pacific
Ocean—oh, you will find unlimited
water. There is no comparison to the
amount of water there. Similarly, what-
ever you want, if you approach Krsna you
will find an unlimited supply—just like
water in the Pacific Ocean. That is why
Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita, yam
labdhva capararn labharh manyate na-
dhikam tatah. If a person can approach or
gain the Supreme Absolute, he’ll be com-
pletely satisfied. He’ll say, “I have no
more hankering. I have everything to my
tull satisfaction.”

And if one is situated in that transcen-
dental position, then what happens?
Yasmin sthito na duhkhena gurundpi
vicalyate: “Even if there is very severe dis-
tress, one is not disturbed.” There are
many instances of this in the Vedic scrip-
tures. For example, the Pandavas were
placed in so many distressful conditions,
but they never faltered. They never asked
Krsna, “Dear Krsna, we are Your friends,
so why are we undergoing so much severe
difficulty?” No, they never said that. They
were confident that because Krsna was
their friend, in spite of all the difficulties
they would come out victorious.

This confidence is called saranagati, full
surrender. There are six points of surren-
der to Krsna, and one of these is to have
full faith that Krsna will protect us. Itisthe
kind of faith that a small child has in his
mother or father. The child thinks, “My
mother is here, so there is no danger.” I'll
narrate a practical experience of this. In
Calcutta, in my younger days, I was once
traveling in a tram with my youngest son.
He was only two or three years old. So the
conductor, as a joke, said to him, “Give
me your fare.”

The boy said, “I have no money.”

“Then get off.”

Immediately the boy answered, “Ah,
here is my father. You cannot ask me to
get off, because my father is here.” This is
the psychology of sarandagati, full faith in
the protection of a superior.

In the Bhagavad-gita [9.31] Krsna as-
sures us of full protection. Kaunteya
pratijanihi na me bhaktah pranasyati: “My
dear Arjuna, son of Kunti, declare to the
world that My devotee will never be van-
quished.” So if you surrender to Krsna,
then even the greatest danger will not agi-
tate you. That is a fact. Such a thing is
Krsna! Try to achieve this greatest boon:
Krsna.

So one who worships Krsna is very intel-
ligent. As Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita
[10.8],

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate

iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

“I am the source of all spiritual and ma-
terial worlds. Everything emanates from
Me. The wise, who know this perfectly,
worship Me in full ecstasy.” Who worships
Krsna? That is described here: budhah, the
most intelligent person. Buddha means
“wise,” and budha means “one who is wise
or full of knowledge.” Many people are
searching after knowledge. Here in Seattle
you havé Washington University, and
many students have come to acquire
knowledge. But one who has acquired the
perfection of knowledge, or the highest

Modern scientists
say, “In the
beginning,
perhaps there was
a chunk and
then a big bang
and then creation.”
But this is all
“perhaps.” This
kind of knowledge
is useless.

platform of knowledge, is called budha.
So one who worships Krsnais very learned
and wise, and at the same time he feels spir-
itual ecstasy (bhava-samanvitah). “Such a
person,” Krsna says, “worships Me, or
loves Me.” Why? Because he understands
that Krsna is the origin of everything
(aham sarvasya prabhavah). In other
words, he knows that Krspa is the ulti-
mate source of everything, the Supreme
Absolute Truth.

The Vedanta-sitra says that human life
is meant for searching out this Absolute
Truth, or Brahman (athdto brahma-jijridasa).
In other lives we have enjoyed sense plea-
sure to the fullest extent. According to
Darwin’s theory, human beings evolved
from monkeys. In India there are many
monkeys, and we have seen that each and
every monkey has at least twenty-five
girlfriends. So, as human beings what
more can we enjoy in the way of sex
pleasure? Hogs also have dozens of sex
partners. They make no distinction be-
tween mother, sister, daughter. They sim-
ply enjoy sex indiscriminately. Now, do
you mean to say that human life 1s meant

for living like the monkeys and hogs and
cats and dogs? Is that the perfection of
human life—enjoying sense gratification?
No. We have enjoyed sense gratification
in various forms of life. Now, the Vedanta-
stitra says, we should inquire into Brahman,
the Absolute Truth. What is that Brahman?
We are all Brahman, spirit, but Krsna is
Parabrahman, the Supreme Spirit (isvarah
paramah krsnah). For example, you are all
Americans, but President Johnson is the
supreme American. Similarly, the Katha
Upanisad [2.2.13] says, nityo nityanam
cetanas cetananam: “Of all the eternal living
entities, there is one who is supreme.”
That is God, the most perfect eternal
person, the most perfect living force.
Then, eko bahinam yo vidadhati
kaman: “One living force, the Supreme, is
supplying all the demands of all other liv-
ing entities.” For example, in a family the
father supplies the necessities of the wife,
the children, the servants, and so on. Simi-
larly, the government tries to supply the
necessities of all the citizens. But whether
you are the father of a small family or the
head of a big government, your ability to
supply is limited. You may feed your fami-
ly, you may feed your society, you may
feed your countrymen—but you cannot
feed everyone. There are trillions of living
entities. Who is supplying them food?
Who is supplying food for the thousands
of ants within the hole in your room?
When we go to Green Lake, we sce hun-
dreds of ducks. Who is taking care of
them? And living entities are being fed not
only on this planet but on trillions of plan-
ets in trillions of universes. Who is feeding
them? God. Everyone is dependent on
Him, and He is supplying all necessities.
God’s arrangement is complete (om
purnam adah ptirnam idam). For example,
on this planet, earth, everything is com-
plete. The water in the seas and oceans is
taken up by the sunshine and transformed
into clouds. Then it is distributed all over
the land, and the vegetables and food
grains grow. It is a complete arrangement.
Now, an intelligent person will ask,
Who has made this complete arrange-
ment? The sun is rising in due time, the
moon is rising in due time, the seasons are
changing in due time. So how can you say
there is no God? There is evidence for
God in the Vedas and in every other scrip-
ture, and great representatives of God,
like Lord Jesus Christ, have given infor-
mation of God. Although Jesus Christ was
crucified, he never changed his opinion
about God. So we have evidence about
God from nature, from the scriptures, and
from great personalities. But if one still
says, “God is dead; there is no God,” what
kind of man is He? He is a demon. He'll
never understand God.
Now, just opposite to the demon is the



budha, the wise man. Anyone who is wise,
intelligent, knows that Krsna is the cause
of all causes (sarva-karana-karanam). By
the law of cause and effect, everything has
a cause. So if you find the first cause, the
cause of all causes, you'll find Krsna. As
the Vedanta-sumra says, janmddy asya
yatah: “The Supreme is that from which
everything has emanated.”

You cannot say that everything has
sprung up automatically. That is foolish-
ness. Modern scientists say, “In the begin-
ning, perhaps there was a chunk and then
a big bang and then creation.” But this is
all “perhaps.” This kind of knowledge is
useless. If I ask the scientists, “What is the
cause of the chunk?” they cannot reply.

So, we must find out the original cause,
God, and if we cannot find Him then we
have to follow the great souls who have
realized God (mahajano yena gatah sa
panthah). We have to follow the au-
thorized personalities. If you are a Chris-
tian, just follow Jesus Christ. He says God
exists, so you should accept that God
exists. He says that God created the uni-
verse, so you should accept this.

Similarly, in Bhagavad-gita God says,
aharit sarvasya prabhavah: “1 am the ori-
gin of everything.” We have (o accept this
statement. We have to study authorized

scriptures, and we have to accept the -

words of great personalities and follow

their example. Then Krsna consciousness,

or God realization, is very easy. There will

be no stumbling blocks on the path of our
 understanding God.

There are so many scriptures: the
Bhagavad-gita, the Sn‘mad-Bhr}gava:am.
the Bible, the Koran. In every human so-
ciety there is some conception of God ac-
cording to the circumstances and the
people. So you have to try to understand
God through the scripture. Therefore the
Vedanta-stitra says, athdato brahma-jijasa:
“Try to understand God by inquiry.” This
Inquiry is very important. In our process,
Krsna consciousness, it is said, adau gurv-
asrayam sad-dharma-prccha: *One has to
accept a bona fide spiritual master and
inquire from him about God.”

So we should be intelligent and inquire
about Brahman, the Absolute Truth.
Human life is meant for this inquiry. And
after inquiring, inquiring, inquiring, what
is the result? That is stated in the
Bhagavad-gita [7.19]. Bahanam jan-
mandm ante jaanavan mam prapadyate:
“After many, many births of inquiry,
when one actually becomes a wise man, a
man of knowledge, he surrenders unto
Me, Krsna.” Why? Vasudevah sarvam iti:
he understands that Vasudeva, Krsna, is
the cause of all causes.

So, if we want to be intelligent, we can
adopt the process of inquiring into the Ab-
solute Truth. On the other hand, if we are

actually intelligent we will take to Krsna
consciousness immediately. It is being of-
fered to us by the most magnanimous in-
carnation, Lord Caitanya. He is offering
us love of Krsna, the highest goal of life.
That is why Srila Ripa Gosvami offers his
obeisances to Lord Caitanya in this way:
namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pra-
ddya te. O my dear Lord Caitanya, You
are the most magnanimous of all incarna-
tions because You are directly giving
krsna-prema, love of Krsna.” Ordinarily,
love of Krsna cannot be achieved even

The more you serve
Krsna, the more
He will accept
your service and
the more He will
give you the
intelligence to serve
Him better. There
is no end of service,
and no end of
accepting service.

after many, many births, but Lord Caitan-
ya delivered it cheaply. “Here, take it!”
He said. Rapa Gosvami could understand
that Lord Caitanya was Krsna Himself,
because Ripa Gosvami knew it would not
have been possible for anyone else to offer
love of Krsna so cheaply.

And, actually, Lord Caitanya is Krsna.
Five thousand years ago Krsna came per-
sonally and taught the Bhagavad-gita. He
simply said, sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja: “Just give up
everything and surrender to Me.” But
people misunderstood Him. Therefore,
five hundred years ago Krsna came as
a devotee, Lord Caitanya, and directly
offered krsna-prema to the people in
general.

So we request everyone to take up
Krsna consciousness. You'll feel, “I don’t
want anything more. [ am satisfied —fully
satisfied.”

Thank you very much. Are there any
questions?

Devotee: How can we render perfect ser-
vice to Krsna?
Srila Prabhupada: By increasing your

anxiety to serve Him. If you are full of
anxiety to serve Krsna, that is a real asset.
After all, Krsna is unlimited; so what
service can we actually offer to Him? He
already has unlimited servants, so what
service does He require from you and me?
He’s perfect in Himself; he doesn’t re-
quire any service. But if you are anxious to
serve Him, He will not refuse your service
That is His mercy; that is His magnanimity.

So, the more you increase your anxiety
to serve Krsna, the more perfect you be-
come in devotional service. Krsna is un-
limited, so your anxiety to serve Him will
become unlimited. There will be a com-
petition: the more you serve Krsna, the
more He will accept your service and the
more He will give you the intelligence to
serve Him better. The spiritual world is
unlimited. There is no end of service, and
there is no end of accepting service.

I will give you evidence from Srila Riipa
Gosvami, our predecessor spritual mas-
ter. He says, krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita
matih kriyatam yadi kuto 'pi labhyate:
“My dear gentlemen, if you can purhase a
sense of loving Krsna—an anxiety to
love Krsna more and more—then please
immediately purchase it.”

“All right,” you may say, “I shall pur-
chase it. But what is the price?”

Laulyam, says Riipa Gosvami. “Simply
your eagerness, that’s all.”

This eagerness to love Krsna is not
available even after many, many lives of
pious activity. So if you have a pinch of
that anxiety to serve Krsna, you should
know that you're most fortunate. Even if
you have only a pinch of anxiety to serve
Krsna, He will give you the intelligence to
serve Him more and more. Krsna can un-
derstand everything. He’s within me; he’s
within you. So he says in the Bhagavad-
gita [10.10],

fesari satata-yuktandm
bhajatam priti-piirvakam

dadami buddhi-yogam tam
yena mam upayanti te

“To anyone who is engaged with love and
affection in My service, without any
hypocrisy, I give the intelligence by which
he can come back to Me.” And what profit
will you get by going back to Krsna? Yad
gatva na nivartante: once going back to
Krsna's abode, you will never return to
this miserable material world. Please read
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. You’ll get perfect
knowledge of the science of God, the only
subject necessary for human beings to
study.

So, great eagerness to serve Krsna is the
perfection of Krsna consciousness. In-
crease that eagerness, and Krsna will en-
lighten you. He will help you advance in
Krsna consciousness, and your life will be
successful. o
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YOGA OR

Science

HYPNOTHERAPY?

Which process can help you go deep enough within
to overcome all your addictions—for good?

What follows is a conversation between
Srila Hamsaduta Swami, one of the spir-
itual masters in the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness, and Dr.
Leonardo L. Bascara, Associate Profes-
sor of Psychiatry at the University of the
Philippines and a specialist in hypnosis.

D r. Bascara: There are many theories
concerning hypnosis, but the one
I favor most talks about the principle
of conditioning, the conditioning of the
mind. Suppose you're a fellow who is
suffering from bad habits like chain-
smoking and heavy drinking. I can recon-
dition your mind and body so you give up
the cigarettes and the alcohol. I can cure
the body’s addictions.

Srila Harsadiita Swami: Suppose some-
one is a smoker and a drinker and then
through hypnotic suggestion you get him
to give up these two habits. Will he form
another habit? In other words—

Dr. Bascara: It depends. Yes, this is a
very good question.

Srila Harmsadiita Swami: You see, our
understanding is this: People take to vari-
ous types of sense gratification, as we call
10

Dr. Bascara: Sense gratification.

Srila Harhsadita Swami: . . . because
they identify with the body. An average

person thinks of himself as his body or his
mind. These are the two identities com-
mon in the conditioned state. Actually,
the Bhagavad-gita and other scriptures
call the materialistic man a “conditioned
soul.”
Dr. Bascara: Conditioned soul?
Srila Harnsadiita Swami: Yes. The soul,
in his original state, is not under any con-
ditions: he is free—free from the influ-
ence of the material body and mind. But
when he enters the material world he be-
comes conditioned by the body and the
mind and identifies with them. This is
frustrating—because we’re not the body,
not the mind—and that frustration is
then exhibited as addiction to various types
of sense gratification. Do you follow?
My question is this: When you give a
patient a hypnotic suggestion and he
gives up some bad habit, does he then
develop another bad habit? This would
seem likely, since his frustration must re-
main unless he gets higher knowledge of
his real identity as a spiritual being sepa-
rate from matter, separate from the
body.
Dr. Bascara: That's precisely why we first
have to do psychoanalytic evaluation. I
have to analyze my client to find out why
he chain-smokes and why he drinks a lot
of alcoholic beverages. These activities

PHOTOS BY YAMARAJA DASA

are symptoms of an underlying condi-
tion. So I try to find out the root cause of
the problem.

Srila Harhsadiita Swami: Right.

Dr. Bascara: My principle is that if I re-
move the drinking and the smoking by
straight hypnotic suggestion, it is just like
removing the weeds in your garden. If
you don’t dig out the roots, after one or
two weeks there will be weeds again. So if
I don’t find out the root cause of your bad
habits, they will come back, perhaps in
another form. I may remove your smok-
ing, I may remove your excessive drink-
ing, but you will go to gambling,.

Srila Harmsadiita Swami: Exactly. There-
fore we begin with this premise: The
living entity is not a product of gross
matter—earth, water, fire, air, ether—
nor is he a product of mind or intelligence.
The living entity, whose symptom is con-
sciousness, is a substance categorically
separate from what we know as the ma-
terial, phenomenal world, which includes
mind and intelligence. According to
Bhagavad-gita, mind is also a material
substance, but it is very subtle. For
example, radio waves—

Dr. Bascara: Yes, they're invisible.

Srila Harhsadita Swami: We can’t see
them, but if we have a radio we can
manifest them as sound. So the mind also
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produces forms, which are known as brain
waves. The Bhagavad-gita says that all
these things are matter. They fall into the
category of what is called apara prakrii,
the inferior nature. And Bhagavad-gita
also says, “Besides this inferior nature
there is another nature, which is called
para, superior.” The difference between
the two natures is that one is mutable and
the other is not. Para prakrti, the living
force that animates all matter, cannot be
adulterated or changed, whereas the ma-
terial force, the inferior energy, can be
changed. For instance, wood can burn
and change to fire, water can evaporate
and change into steam.

Dr. Bascara: Or change to ice.

Srila Harmsadita Swami: So everything of
this phenomenal world has the quality
of mutability, but the living force cannot
be changed. It can be covered but not
changed.

The whole of Vedic wisdom begins
with this understanding: The living force,
which is known as para prakrti or the
jivatma or, in English, the soul or spirit, is
the essential thing within matter. Matter,
in and of itself, has no independent cre-
ative power. For example, an air con-
ditioner has no power in and of itself to
cool a room; it's the electricity, the
superior energy, that produces the cool-
ing effect by working through the air con-
ditioner. Or take a light bulb. The light
bulb in and of itself cannot illuminate; it’s
the electric force that creates the illumi-
nation by passing through the bulb.

Similarly, whether in the form of a
human being or beast or bird or insect or
plant, matter has no life in and of itself.
The life is the soul, the superior energy, or
consciousness. The body is an expression
in time and space of the conditioning that
the soul has accepted. So a person in the
material concept of life—whether the
bodily concept or the mental concept—
must be frustrated, because he thinks of
himself in terms of matter, which in fact
he’s not.

A person is not the material body, any
more than [ am my shirt. My shirt is
merely a garment for my body, a covering
I will eventually discard. Bhagavad-gita
says, “As a man gives up old and useless
clothes and gets new ones, the soul gives
up an old and useless body and gets a new
one.” Life is evolving, but not exactly as
Darwin suggested—by mutation of mat-
ter. Rather the soul, the living force,
evolves as his original consciousness be-
comes progressively uncovered. As you
know, when a person’s consciousness
changes so do his external features. His
body changes, his speech changes, his
habits change, and so on.

The root cause of all man’s problems,
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be they sensual, mental, or intellectual, is
his misidentification with matter, with his
body and mind. Therefore it seems that if
you leave this basic misconception intact,
even though you may cure a man’s drink-
ing habit, smoking habit, or whatever, his
frustration will come out in another way.
This is the problem.

Dr. Bascara: Yes, if the problem is not
completely resolved, then another symp-
tom might come out. But if you are
able to resolve most or all of the complex,
then you may not expect other problems
to come out after you have controlled the
drinking and smoking.

The Vedic wisdom
tells us that the
sensual and mental
and intellectual
existence we are
now experiencing
is a kind of dream;
our real existence
is beyond that.
It is in the
realm of the spirit.

Srila Harnsadita Swami: Then it seems
you are involved in a process of decondi-
tioning the patient. And for that, yoga is
ideal. You know about yoga?
Dr, Bascara: Oh, yes.
Srila Harsaduta Swami: Yoga is a pro-
cess of deconditioning—dissolving those
conditions that we have accepted as real
but that are in fact unreal.
Dr. Bascara: 1 see.
Srila Harmhsaduta Swami: Of course, there
are different types of yoga, but ultimately
the basic principle is to purify the mind so
we can understand our pure spiritual
identity. Yogis want to go beyond the
mind, beyond even the intellect, to the
very root of life, the soul. They want to
awaken the soul rather than deal exclu-
sively with the mind, which has both con-
scious and subconscious aspects. They
want to awaken the soul, the witness of
the mind and intelligence.

As long as we are in material con-
sciousness we will act mechanically, ac-

cording to the dictates of the mind and
senses. But through yoga a person can
become enlightened to understand that
all the actions and reactions of his mind,
whether conscious or subconscious, and
of his senses, which are reacting to the ex-
ternal environment—all these things are
material and therefore separate from the
soul. When a person understands this he
can pass through life without anxiety, and
he becomes free from fear, lamenta-
tion—

Dr. Bascara: He has peace of mind and
security.

Srila Harnsadita Swami: Yes, he be-
comes free from material desire. This is
called the brahma-bhita stage. In this
state of consciousness a person doesn’t
desire anything material, nor does he feel
any unhappiness if he loses something,
because he knows that nothing material,
whether gross or subtle, has anything to
do with his essential being, the spiritsoul,
which is separate from this world.

Dr. Bascara: Actually, in my lectures
about hypnosis or hypnotism, ['m really
speaking about nothing but conditioning
and deconditioning. | hypnotize you, and
[ dehypnotize you. | think yoga has some
of the qualities of hypnosis.

Srila Harisadita Swami: This is the dif-
ference: A yogi goes beyond the mind to
the soul. He aims for the soul.

Dr. Bascara: In yoga there is the spiritual
aspect. In my hypnotherapy there is more
of a mental aspect.

Srila Harhsadita Swami: The way I un-
derstand it, those who deal with hyp-
nosis, psychiatry, or psychology try to
adjust the patient to fit into certain condi-
tions of the material world, but transcen-
dentalists advise: “Never mind. Leave all
these conditions; simply rise above them.
Try to understand that whatever condi-
tions may have been imposed on you in the
past, either with or without your knowl-
edge, are material and therefore extrane-
ous to your real, spiritual nature. So let
these conditions come and go.” That is
the difference between the psychiatrists
and the transcendentalists.

We say that ultimately every material
condition, even if seemingly good, peace-
ful, and favorable, is not permanent and
therefore cannot bring us the state of per-
manent satisfaction and happiness we are
searching for. What is that state? We
want to live permanently, we want to
know everything, and we want to be
happy without any interruption, perpetu-
ally. This is called sac-cid-ananda. Sat
means “eternity,” cit means “knowledge,”
and dnanda means “bliss.” We always
want bliss. We don’t want any pain,
unhappiness, or frustration.

Those who follow the Bhagavad-gita’s



philosophy don’t want to make any ad-
justment to this world: they want to leave
it altogether. They know it is impossible
to be happy even under the best of circum-
stances, because there is always birth, old
age, disease, and ultimately death. As
Bhagavad-gita says, life in this world is
temporary and miserable.

Those who have not grasped this essen-
tial truth are trying somehow to adjust to
the material atmosphere, either by
medicine, by politics, by economics, by
psychiatry, or by some other method.
But you cannot be happy here, because
everything material will fade away and
vanish. So accepting this temporary exis-
tence as reality is the root cause of man’s
dissatisfaction, in any shape or form. As
Bhagavad-gita points out, material life is
not our real life but a kind of imitation
life. For example, a sleeping man dreams
that he’s awake, but he’s not awake. He
can understand that he’s sleeping only
when he actually wakes up. Then he sees
he was dreaming. Similarly, the Vedic
wisdom tells us that this sensual and men-
tal and intellectual existence we are now
experiencing is a kind of dream; our real
existence is beyond that. It is beyond the
senses, beyond the mind, and beyond the
intelligence. It is in the realm of the spirit.
So the sum and substance of all yogic
practice is to be liberated from this materi-
al existence and to attain to our original
spiritual existence.

It’s imperative for you to read our
Bhagavad-gita, because it will give you
insight that can help you unlimitedly in
your work.

Dr. Bascara: [ think the psychiatrist or
psychoanalyst deals quite a bit with the
spiritual aspects of life. We are learning a
lot about philosophy and the spiritual as-
pects of being, existential phenomena, by
delving into the mind.

Srila Hamhsadita Swami: But after all, we
have to ask, What is the cause of the
mind? What produces the mind? Where
does the mind come from?

Dr. Bascara: The soul?

Srila Hamsadita Swami: Yes, the soul. If
we rise to that platform, we will have a
complete picture of our real situation.
Then we can deal with everything sen-
sual, mental, and intellectual, because
we will be on the true platform of exis-
tence, which is spiritual. When we dare to
step up to this platform, everything will
be clear.

The mind and intelligence also have
form. Just as the gross body has form, the
mind also has form, and when the gross
form is destroyed, the subtle form re-
mains. According to Bhagavad-gita, the
perceptions of the gross senses—our ex-
periences of seeing, hearing, smelling,

tasting, and touching—are all impressed
on the subtle form, which we call the
mind. And at the time of death this subtle
form carries us to our next body. The
subtle form creates our next gross form.

Dr. Bascara: The next body.

Srila Harhsadita Swami: The next body.
For example, the shirt you are wearing is
a product of your desire. You have cer-
tain tastes, so you buy a certain style of
clothing and put it on your body. Simi-
larly, the mind contains all your desires,
and those desires are exhibited in the ma-
terial world in the form of your gross
body. Bhagavad-gita says, “Whatever

Medical science
only temporarily
relieves people’s
miseries. It cannot
provide a permanent
cure, because it is
ignorant of the root
cause of disease: our
misidentification
with the material
body and mind.

state of being one fixes his mind upon
when he leaves his body, that state he will
attain without fail.” And in another
place: “The living entity carries his con-
ceptions of life from one body to another
just as the air carries aromas.” When the
air passes over a garland, the air smells
very sweet, but when it passes over gar-
bage, it smells foul. We know that the air
itself doesn’t smell sweet or foul but that
in contact with certain objects it takes on
certain smells. Similarly, when the soul
comes in touch with this phenomenal
world it takes on certain conceptions and
qualities. All these conceptions and quali-
ties taken together comprise the material
mind, which then exhibits those concep-
tions and qualities in gross matter, in the
shape of our body.

The purpose of yoga is to purify the
mind of all material conceptions and
qualities and to rise to the platform of
transcendental experience, where there
is no influence of time or space and where

everything exists permanently. Because
ordinary men are generally ignorant
about their existential situation, they are
always bewildered and frustrated. Then
they take shelter of various addictions
and habits in hopes of escaping the frustra-
tions and miseries of material existence.
Since all this is a result of ignorance, the
cure for all the ills of humankind is the en-
lightenment that comes with complete
knowledge—knowledge that is available
in the Bhagavad-gita, and in other Vedic
literatures.

Your therapy shouldn’t stop with hyp-
notic adjustments. It should go further. If
you come to the ultimate root of all
existence, the generating source of all
phenomena—whether sensual, mental,
or intellectual—then you will be able to
provide a permanent cure for all dis-
eases, not just temporary relief of some
symptoms.

Today medical science provides at best
only temporary relief for people’s mis-
eries. It cannot provide a permanent cure,
because it is ignorant of the root cause of
all disease: our misidentification with the
material body and mind. The wisdom of
the Bhagavad-gita and all other Vedic lit-
eratures says that the real solution to our
problem lies in learning how to give up at-
tachment for material life altogether.
Why? Because if at the end of life (which
everyone must come to) we have not
learned how to give up attachment for
material activities and material enjoy-
ment, then our mind will drag us to an-
other body, and we will have to repeat
the same struggle: birth, old age, disease,
and death.

Dr. Bascara: Is that the same as reincar-
nation?

Srila Harhsadiita Swami: Yes. Even if a
person is perfectly adjusted in this life, he
cannot get away from birth, old age, dis-
ease, and death. The Bhagavad-gita ad-
vises that somchow or other we learn the
art of giving up attachment for material
existence, which in any shape or form is
miserable. Whether one is a king, a
sweeper, a doctor, or a patient, one is
subject to four miseries: birth, old age,
disease, and death. We want to be death-
less, we want to be full of knowledge, and
we want to be full of pleasure. But in the
material atmosphere we are subject to
death, we are full of ignorance, and we
are miserable, because we are identifying
ourselves with matter, with our material
body and mind. Bhagavad-gita explains
that we can attain the state of eternal bliss
and knowledge only by going back to
the spiritual atmosphere, and that is
possible only by the deconditioning pro-
cess known as yoga—the science of God
CONSciousness. e
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Continuity

Devoted disciples carry on their spiritual master’s work.

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

e finished more than half the work,

but then he passed away. It was his
life’s work—a full translation of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the ripe fruit of Vedic knowl-
edge, with an elaborate commentary. It
was to have been sixty volumes. Twelve
cantos, translated from ancient Sanskrit
into modern English for the benefit of the
modern world.

He finished nine cantos, and then, at
the age of 80, his health failing, he em-
barked on the tenth. He had begun the
work in 1960, in India. Now he was reach-
ing its essence—the Tenth Canto, the
description of Krsna’s pastimes.

But in 1977, in Vrndavana, the place
most sacred to Lord Krsna, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada passed away from this world. And his
great literary achievement, his momentous
work of translation and commentary, lay
still unfinished. His dictaphone, with
which he’d dictated a final chapter even
while on his deathbed, would never be
used again.

I couldn’t believe it. I for one had al-
ways felt sure that somehow Srila Prabhu-
pada would never leave before finishing
his Bhagavatam. It was almost like a
guarantee—as long as the Bhagavamm
was unfinished, Srila Prabhupada would
never leave us.

But now he was gone. And what would
become of his work?

In his final days, Srila Prabhupada told
us he wanted the work to go on. A
Sanskrit-knowing disciple should finish
the book. Not only that, but it should be
done richly, in depth—each verse should
have a full, satisfying explanation, or pur-
port. He had given his Bhaktivedanta pur-
ports in the volumes he had finished. And
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now the purports should continue.

But a year passed or more, and no one
seriously took up the work.

Then one of Srila Prabhupada’s closest
disciples, Srila Hridayananda dasa Go-
swami, thought of putting himself to the
challenge. He had never formally studied
Sanskrit—but he knew the Sanskrit basics,
he had something of a genius for lan-
suages, and he thought he could learn what-
ever he still needed to know. And most
important, he had been studying Prabhu-
pada’'s books for the past thirteen years
and working devotedly in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s service. So he felt that by following
in Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps he could
take on the task.

He discussed the idea with Srila
Prabhupada’s other leading disciples. The
work would be difficult—from a material
view, almost impossible, To master clas-
sical Sanskrit, pore through the commen-
taries, and render the text into English—it
could take decades. But he was enthusias-
tic, and they were hopeful. So in 1979, at
the yearly meeting of Srila Prabhupada’s
senior devotees, the movement’s Govern-
ing Body gave Srila Hridayananda Maha-
raja their blessings: Yes, he should take up
the work.

Hridayananda Maharéja threw himself
into Sanskrit. For many years, his main
service had been as a front-lines organizer
and preacher, actively spreading Krsna
consciousness. In the early 1970’s, when
the Krsna consciousness movement had
had nothing much going in Latin America,

In Vrndavana, India, in the early 1960’s, Srila
Prabhupada wrote in his small room at the
medieval Radhi-Damodara temple. (Diorama:
FATE museum, Los Angeles.)
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Srila Hridayananda Maharaja had moved
in and started twenty-five Latin American
centers for Krsna. He had put together two
entire publishing companies to translate
Srila Prabhupada’s books into Spanish and
Portuguese and get them printed and into
people’s hands. And all the while he had
traveled and preached, without letting up.

Over the years, as the movement in
Latin America had flourished, Hriday-
ananda Maharaja had handed over to

other
devotees
the management
of the Hare Krsna cen-
ters. Now he was directly man-
aging only the centers in Brazil. But by
now there were nearly a dozen, and thatin
itself was a full-time job,

On top of all this, Srila Hridayananda
Maharaja was one of the select group of
senior disciples chosen to begin the work
of initiating more disciples after Srila
Prabhupada’s departure. By 1979, he was
the spiritual master of over seven hundred
disciples, all of them depending on his
guidance for their progress in spiritual life.

Yet now Srila Hridayananda Maharaja
took the Bhdgavatam to be his most im-
portant work. He polished his grammar
and spent hours and hours carefully study-
ing Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavatam vol-
umes, committing to memory the way
Srila Prabhupada translated each word.
He gathered devotees who had studied
Sanskrit for several years, and together
they studied Sanskrit and the Bhagavatam.

Within a year, he was linguistically sure
in what he was doing. Now he felt at home
with the Bhagavatam in its original Sanskrit,
and with the Sanskrit commentaries as
well. And, more important, because he
was following Srila Prabhupida, he could
clearly understand the spiritual ideas that
are the essence of what the Bhagavatam is
all about. He was ready.

Teaming up with another devotee,
Gopi-paranadhana dasa, he began his
work of translation. Gopi-paranadhana
had been the Sanskrit proofreader for Srila
Prabhupada’s Bhagavatam volumes. A for-
mer linguistics major at Columbia, where
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he had studied Chinese and Russian, he
became a devotee in 1973, soon after his
graduation, and began working for Srila
Prabhupada’s books. “Actually,” he says,
“that’s how I learned Sanskrit— by proof-
reading Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavatams.”

Although Srila Prabhupada had left off
near the beginning of the Tenth Canto, the
new translators began their work with
the Eleventh. Srila Prabhupada had fore-
seen that he might not live to finish the

FUAD S
A RAATAM
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Tenth Canto-

entire
Bhagavatam.
So in 1969, while still work-

ing on the Third Canto, he had gone di-
rectly to the Tenth and written a summary
of the entire canto— Krsna, The Supreme
Personality of Godhead. (“The Krsna
Book," he usually called it.) Here he pre-
sented the full account of Krsna's pas-
times, following the Bhdagavatam verse by
verse, all the while melding in his own
comments, helping the reader understand
the transcendental nature of Krsna's di-
vine and mysterious activities. Unlike the
rest of Prabhupada’s Bhagavatam, the
Krsna Book took the form of a straight
narrative, without the elaborate Sanskrit-
English format for each verse. Yet the
book was complete in itself; by reading
this book, one could come to understand
Krsna and relish His sublime pastimes.

The Tenth Canto, then, was already
available. So Hridayananda Maharaja de-
cided to begin with the Eleventh. Then he
would proceed to the Twelfth, the final
canto, and finally return to the Tenth Canto
for an in-depth verse-by-verse presenta-
tion. This would complete Srila Prabhu-
pada’s great work.

And now the first volume has appeared,
to the applause of devotees and academic
scholars alike.

This is Dr. Alex Wayman, Professor of
Sanskrit at Columbia: “Itis indeed gratify-

First new volume joins the set,

Srila Hridayananda dasa Goswami (above) is
completing Srila Prabhupiida’s spiritual
masterpiece, assisted by Gopi-paranadhana
dasa (right).

ing that the monumental work on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam by the late lamented
Bhaktivedanta Swami is being completed
with the same splendid standard by his
devoted and trained students.”

And Dr. Shaligram Shukla, Professor
of Sanskrit and Linguistics at Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C.: “They
have translated each verse with clarity
and directness, and with the same authen-
ticity and power as before. The commen-
tary is comprehensive, penetrating, and
illuminating.”

And devotees have been overwhelming
in their appreciation. Some devotees had
been frankly skeptical. “The work should
be completed,” they'd thought, “but per-
sonally we won't be so interested in read-
ing it. We'll go on reading Prabhupada’s
books, and the other books can just round
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out the set.” But when they read the first
volume their hearts changed. Although
this was not directly Srila Prabhupada’s
writing, it was so faithful to Prabhupada’s
style and spirit, and so rich in insight
gained from the commentaries, that devo-
tees felt completely satisfied: Srila Prabhu-
pada, by his mercy, was giving Srila
Hridayananda Maharaja the power to con-
tinue the Bhagavatam as he himself, Srila
Prabhupada, would have desired.

And this in fact was Srila Hridayananda
Maharaja’s desire. “Our intention,” he
writes in his Preface, “has been always to
serve faithfully the lotus feet of our spiritual
master, carefully trying to translate and
comment exactly as he would have, thus
preserving the unity and spiritual potency
of this edition of Srimad-Bhagavatam.”

Following in Srila Prabhupada’s foot-
steps, the new translators draw their pur-
ports from the commentaries of the great
acaryas, or predecessor spiritual masters —
the same commentaries Srila Prabhupada
consulted for his Bhaktivedanta purports.

It is Srila Hridayananda Maharaja who
gives the new purports their ultimate shape.
From the wealth of Sanskrit comments, he
carefully chooses the most important ideas,
to help the readers best understand the
rich meaning of the text.

To give the reader further help, he also
weaves in relevant comments Srila Prabhu-
pada himself has given in other portions of
the Bhagavatam. And occasionally he adds
his own practical insights, derived from his
wide experience as a Krsna conscious
preacher.

The result? A work that is authentic,
scholarly, enlightening, eminently lively,
and a joy to read. And most important
of all, it i1s a work of pure devotional ser-
vice, a work meant to please Srila Prabhu-
pada, who dedicated his life to giving
Srimad-Bhagavatam to the world. “Our
present insignificant attempt,” writes Srila
Hridayananda Maharaja, “is simply to
complete his translation and commentary,
and we are constantly praying for his gui-
dance so that this work can be completed
exactly as he would have desired.”

And completed it soon will be. Srila
Hridayananda Maharaja has already fin-
ished the Eleventh Canto and gone half-
way through the Twelfth. The work is
going ahead so rapidly that by the time
you read this article he may have already
finished the Twelfth Canto and have the
Tenth well under way.

Srila Hridayananda Mahardja is cer-
tainly receiving Srila Prabhupada’s tran-
scendental guidance and blessings. Because
of his faithful dedication to fulfilling Srila
Prabhupada’s desires, we can eagerly look
forward to seeing the entire Srimad-
Bhdagavatam in print and relishing in its
fullness this ripest, most nectarean fruit of
the tree of Vedic knowledge. g
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On Improving the Material World

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took

place in July 1975 on an early-morning

walk in Los Angeles.

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, what is the
qualification for going to the spiritual
world?
Srila Prabhupada: The first qualification
is to always remember that this material
world is a place of misery (duhkhalayam).
Then you can go to the spiritual world. As
long as you think, “Oh, this material world
is very nice,” you have to remain here.
Devotee: Yesterday in your lecture you
gave the example of Queen Kunti, who
prayed that calamities would happen to
her again and again so that she would real-
ize what a terrible place this material
world is and remember Krsna.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, thisis intelligence.
When one concludes, “This material world
is worthless”—that is real knowledge. As
long as one thinks, “No, it is not always
bad; sometimes it is very good”—that is
ignorance.
Devotee: I often meet people who say that
without the bad, the good wouldn’t be as
ood.
Srila Prabhupada: That is the logic of the
criminal who is dunked into water as a
punishment. The authorities catch him
and put him down into the water, and
when he is nearly suffocated they raise
him a little and he says, “Ohhh, this is so
nice!” But then he is immediately pushed
down into the water again.

So the good and bad of this material
world are like that. People are putinto the
water and suffocated, and when they are
taken out a little they say, “Ahhhh, this
world is very nice.” The rascals do not
know that the next moment they are going
to nearly drown.

So unless we remember how suffocating
the material world is, we are not fit for
going back to Godhead. We must com-
pletely detest this world. If we keep just a
little attachment for it—“Oh, sometimes
it is very good here” —we have to remain.
Devotee: Is it true that Krsna will take
everything away from a devotee who still
has some material attachment?

Srila Prabhupada: That is Krsna’s special
favor. That is not an ordinary favor. When
Krsna sees that His devotee is maintaining
some material attachment, He says, “This

\ _

fool wants Me, but at the same time he
wants to stay in the material world. So let
Me take away all his material possessions
so that he will want only Me.” This was
done to me; [ have practical experience. [
did not want to take sannydsa [the re-
nounced order of life]; I thought I would
do business. But Krsna forced me to take
sannydsa, and my business was dismantled.
Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, does Krsna
engage the material nature to beat us and
kick us so that we will surrender to Him?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Material nature’s
only business is beating us and kicking us.
But we are so foolish that we think, “This
kicking is very nice.” That is our disease —
we accept the kicking as very nice.

We are always suffering three kinds of
disturbances: adhyatmika, adhibhautika,
and ddhidaivika. These are disturbances
caused by our own body and mind, distur-
bances caused by other living entities, and
disturbances caused by the demigods, like
severe weather or famine. We are always
suffering from some disturbance, yet still
we are thinking this material world is very
nice, and we are trying to improve it. That
is foolishness. The disturbances will al-
ways continue, so what is the meaning of
improvement?

For example, now the scientists are try-
ing to make some improvement in agricul-
tural production. But how long will this
improvement last? If there is no rainfall,

how will all their “improvements” help?
The rainfall is not in their hands; that is
adhidaivika: it depends on the demigods.
If the demigods want, they can completely
stop the rain. So what is all this nonsensical
“improvement”?

Krsna says this material world is a place
that is meant for misery. So how will you
improve it? “Yes,” the scientists say, “we
are advancing. In the future people will
live eternally; nobody will die.” This is
folly, illusion. People who are trying to do
something that is impossible are fools,
miidhas. Their mentality is like that of the
ass. The master sits on the back of the ass
and hangs a bunch of grass in front of him,
The ass thinks, “I'll get it,” and walks on
and on. “If I just walk a little forward,” he
thinks, “I shall get the grass.” He has no
brain to see that he’ll never get the grass—
that as he is moving the grass is also moving.

So, the scientists are just like the ass.
They do not see how foolish their “im-
provements” are. For example, now we
have manufactured so many airplanes. It
was thought, “Within two hours we shall
be able to go many hundreds of miles. This
is very nice.” But there are so many dan-
gers in an airplane. Now there is the prob-
lem of how to protect us from accidents.
So what is the improvement? The im-
provement is that now two hundred men
at a time can die all together. This is the im-
provement. What a horrible civilization!
Devotee: But someone may say, “You say
this is a horrible civilization. So why don’t
you withdraw from it? Why don’t you live
by yourselves on a farm somewhere in-
stead of in the cities, using the same cars
and airplanes that we use?”

Srila Prabhupada: People are suffering for
want of Krsna consciousness, so we are
trying to make them Krsna conscious.
That is our only interest in the material
world. Otherwise, we have no interest in
staying here. We are not social workers or
political workers: we are Krsna’s workers.
We advise people: “Become Krsna con-
scious and all your problems will be solved.”
That is our duty—to advise them, to con-
vince them, to give them all facilities to be-
come Krsna conscious. But if they still do
not take the medicine, what can be done?
They will go on suffering. These rascals
who have the idea that by “improve-
ments” they will be happy in this material
world— they will never understand Krsna
consciousness. ¥
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srfmad-thigavaram is the *‘cream of the Vedic literatures’’ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER NINE

Answers by Citing
the Lord’s Version

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Stimad-Bhagavatam,
Lord Krsna begins speaking the four “nutshell” verses to His devotee
Brahma. Starting with Text 33, Krsna sums up the Bhagavatam’s teach-
ings when He declares that He is the source of all creation, and that seeing
anything apart from Him is illusion.

. »

TETIIFRE |
SOC G (i B o ER

yavan ahar yatha-bhavo
Yyad-rapa-guna-karmakah

tathaiva tattva-vijignam
astu te mad-anugrahat

ydvin—as | am in eternal form; aham—Myself; yathd—as much as;
bhavah—transcendental existence; yat—those; riipa—various forms
and colors; guna—qualities; karmakah—activities; tathi—so and so;
eva—certainly; tattva-vijidnam—~factual realization; astu—let it be;
te—unto you; mat—My; anugrahat—by causeless mercy.

TRANSLATION

All of Me, namely My actual eternal form and My transcendental
existence, color, qualities and activities—let all be awakened
within you by factual realization, out of My causeless mercy.

PURPORT

The secret of success in understanding the intricacies of knowledge of
the Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, is the causeless mercy of
the Lord. Even in the material world, the father of many sons discloses
the secret of his position to the pet sons. The father discloses the confi-
dence unto the son whom he thinks worthy. An important man in the
social order can be known by his mercy only. Similarly, one must be very
dear to the Lord in order to know the Lord. The Lord is unlimited; no
one can know Him completely, but one’s advancement in the transcen-
dental loving service of the Lord can make one eligible to know the Lord.
Here we can see that the Lord is sufficiently pleased with Brahmaji, and
therefore He offers His causeless mercy to him so that Brahmaji may
have the factual realization of the Lord by His merey only.

In the Vedas also it is said that a person cannot know the Absolute
Truth Personality of Godhead simply by dint of mundane education or
intellectual gymnastics. One can know the Supreme Truth if one has
unflinching faith in the bona fide spiritual master as well as in the Lord.
Such a faithful person, even though illiterate in the mundane sense, can
know the Lord automatically by the mercy of the Lord. In the Bhagavad-

gita also, it is said that the Lord reserves the right of not being exposed to
everyone, and He keeps Himself concealed from the faithless by His
yoga-maya potency.

To the faithful the Lord reveals Himself in His form, quality and
pastimes. The Lord is not formless, as wrongly conceived by the imper-

_ sonalist, but His form is not like one that we have experienced. The Lord

discloses His form, even to the extent of measurement, to His pure de-
votees, and that is the meaning of ydudn, as explained by §]:iln Jiva
Gosvami, the greatest scholar of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

The Lord discloses the transcendental nature of His existence. The
mundane wranglers make mundane conceptions of the form of the Lord.
It is said in the revealed scriptures that the Lord has no mundane form;
therefore persons with a poor fund of knowledge conclude that He must
be formless. They cannot distinguish between the mundane form and the
spiritual form. According to them, without a mundane form one must be
formless. This conclusion is also mundane because formlessness is the
opposite conception of form. Negation of the mundane conception does
not establish a transcendental fact. In the Brahma-sarihitd it is said that
the Lord has a transcendental form and that He can utilize any one of His
senses for any purpose. For example, He can eat with His eyes, and He
can see with His leg. In the mundane conception of form, one cannot eat
with one’s eyes or see with his leg. That is the difference between the
mundane body and the spiritual body of sac-cid-ananda. A spiritual
body is not formless; it is a different type of body, of which we cannot
conceive with our present mundane senses. Formless therefore means
devoid of mundane form, or possessing a spiritual body of which the
nondevotee can have no conception by the speculative method.

The Lord discloses to the devotee His unlimited varieties of transcen-
dental bodies, all identical with one another with different kinds of
bodily features. Some of the transcendental bodies of the Lord are
blackish, and some of them are whitish. Some of them are reddish, and
some are yellowish. Some of them are four-handed and some of them
two-handed. Some of them are like the fish, and some are like the lion.
All these different transcendental bodies of the Lord, without any dif-
ferential category, are disclosed to the devotees of the Lord by the mercy
of the Lord, and thus the impersonalists’ false arguments claiming the
formlessness of the Supreme Truth do not appeal to a devotee of the
Lord, even though such a devotee may not be very advanced in devo-
tional service.

The Lord has unlimited numbers of transcendental qualities, and one
of them is His affection for His unalloyed devotee. In the history of the
mundane world we can appreciate His transcendental qualities. The Lord
incarnates Himself for the protection of His devotees and for the annihi-
lation of the faithless. His activities are in relationship with His devotees.
Srimad-Bhagavatam is full of such activities of the Lord in relationship
with His devotees, and the nondevotees have no knowledge of such
pastimes. The Lord lifted the Govardhana Hill when He was only seven
years old and protected His pure devotees at Vrndavana from the wrath
of Indra, who was overflooding the place with rain. Now this lifting of
the Govardhana Hill by a seven-year-old boy may be unbelievable for the
faithless, but for the devotees it is absolutely believable. The devatee

. believes in the almighty potency of the Lord, while the faithless say that
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[Canto 2, Ch. 9

the Lord is almighty but do not believe it. Such men with a poor fund of
knowledge do not know that the Lord is the Lord eternally and that one
cannot become the Lord by meditation for millions of years or by mental
speculation for billions of years.

The impersonal interpretation of the mundane wranglers is completely
refuted in this verse because it is clearly stated here that the Supreme
Lord has His qualities, form, pastimes and everything that a person has.
All these descriptions of the transcendental nature of the Personality of
Godhead are factual realizations by the devotee of the Lord, and by the
causeless mercy of the Lord they are revealed to His pure devotee, and to
nooneelse.

TEXT 33

TEAATEAT TIE I T8 9 |
qRE T AT qSEIEY 13311

aham evasam evagre

nanyad yat sad-asat param
pascad aham yad etac ca

yo 'vaSisyeta so 'smy aham

aham—I, the Personality of Godhead; eva—certainly; dsam—ex-
isted; eva—only; agre—before the creation; na—never; anyat—any-
thing else; yat—all those; sat—the effect; asat—the cause; param—the
supreme; pascat—at the end; aham—I, the Personality of Godhead;
yat—all these; etat—creation; ca—also; yah—everything; avasisyeta—
remains; sah—that; asmi—I am; aham—1I, the Personality of Godhead.

TRANSLATION

Brahma, it is I, the Personality of Godhead, who was existing
before the creation, when there was nothing but Myself. Nor was
there the material nature, the cause of this creation. That which
you see now is also I, the Personality of Godhead, and after annihi-
lation what remains will also be I, the Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

We should note very carefully that the Personality of Godhead is ad-
dressing Lord Brahma and specifying with great emphasis Himself,
pointing out that it is He, the Personality of Godhead, who existed before
the creation, it is He only who maintains the creation, and it is He only
who remains after the annihilation of the creation. Brahma is also a cre-
ation of the Supreme Lord. The impersonalist puts forth the theory of
oneness in the sense that Brahma, also being the same principle of *“T”
because he is an emanation from the I, the Absolute Truth, is identical
with the Lord, the principle of I, and that there is thus nothing more
than the principle of I, as explained in this verse. Accepting the argu-
ment of the impersonalist, it is to be admitted that the Lord is the creator
I and that the Brahmi is the created L. Therefore there is a difference be-
tween the two “‘I's,” namely the predominator I and the predominated L.
Therefore there are still two I’s, even accepting the argument of the im-
personalist. But we must note carefully that these two I's are accepted in
the Vedic literature (Kathopanisad) in the sense of quality. The
Kathopanisad says:

nityo nitydndrm cetanas cefanandam
eko bahiinam yo vidadhati kaman

The creator “I"" and the created “I” are both accepted in the Vedas as
qualitatively one because both of them are nityas and cetanas. But the
singular *“I"" is the creator “l,” and the created “I's” are of plural num-
ber because there are many “I’s” like Brahma and those generated by
Brahma. It is the simple truth. The father creates or begets a son, and the
son also creates many other sons, and all of them may be one as human
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beings, but at the same time from the father, the son and the grandsons
are all different. The son cannot take the place of the father, nor can the
grandsons. Simultaneously the father, the son and the grandson are one
and different also. As human heings they are one, but as relativities they
are different. Therefore the relativities of the creator and the created or
the predominator and the predominated have been differentiated in the
Vedas by saying that the predominator “I" is the feeder of the predomi-
nated “I’s,” and thus there is a vast difference between the two prin-
ciples of ““1.”

In another feature of this verse, no one can deny the personalities of
both the Lord and Brahma. Therefore in the ultimate issue both the pre-
dominator and predominated are persons. This conclusion refutes the
conclusion of the impersonalist that in the ultimate issue everything is
impersonal. This impersonal feature stressed by the less intelligent im\
personalist school is refuted by pointing out that the predominator “I” is
the Absolute Truth and that He is a person. The predominated “I,”
Brahma, is also a person, but he is not the Absolute, For realization of
one’s self in spiritual psychology it may be convenient to assume oneself
to be the same principle as the Absolute Truth, but there is always the
difference of the predominated and the predominator, as clearly pointed
out here in this verse, which is grossly misused by the impersonalists.
Brahmi is factually seeing face to face his predominator Lord, who exists
in His transcendental eternal form, even after the annihilation of the
material creation. The form of the Lord, as seen by Brahma, existed
before the creation of Brahma, and the material manifestation with all
the ingredients and agents of material creation are also energetic expan-
sions of the Lord, and after the exhibition of the Lord’s energy comes to a
close, what remains is the same Personality of Godhead. Therefore the
form of the Lord exists in all circumstances of creation, maintenance and
annihilation. The Vedic hymns confirm this fact in the statement
visudevo vd idam agra dsin na brakma na ca sartkara eko narayana
dsin na brahma nesana, etc. Before the creation there was none except
Vasudeva. There was neither Brahma nor Sankara, Only Narayana was
there and no one else, neither Brahma nor Iéina. Sripada Sankaracarya
also confirms in his comments on the Bhagavad-gita that Nardyana, or
the Personality of Godhead, is transcendental to all creation, but that the-
whole creation is the product of avyakta. Therefore the difference be-
tween the created and the creator is always there, although both the cre-
ator and created are of the same quality.

The other feature of the statement is that the supreme truth is
Bhagavin, or the Personality of Godhead. The Personality of Godhead
and His kingdom have already been explained. The kingdom of Godhead
is not void as conceived by the impersonalists. The Vaikuntha planets are
full of transcendental variegatedness, including the four-handed resi-
dents of those planets, with great opulence of wealth and prosperity, and
there are even airplanes and other amenities required for high-grade
personalities. Therefore the Personality of Godhead exists before the cre-
ation, and He exists with all transcendental variegatedness in the
Vaikunthalokas. The Vaikunthalokas, also accepted in the Bhagavad-
gitd as being of the sanatana nature, are not annihilated even after the
annihilation of the manifested cosmos. Those transcendental planets are
of a different nature altogether, and that nature is not subjected to the
rules and regulations of material creation, maintenance or annihilation.
The existence of the Personality of Godhead implies the existence of the
Vaikunthalokas, as the existence of a king implies the existence of a
kingdom, 4

In various places in Srimad-Bhagavatam and in other revealed scrip-
tures the existence of the Personality of Godhead is mentioned. For ex-
ample, in Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.8.10), Maharaja Pariksit asks:

sa capi yatra puruso
visva-sthity-udbhavapyayah

muktvatma-maydm mayesah
sete sarva-guhasayah

“How does the Personality of Godhead, the cause of creation, mainte-
nance and annihilation, who is always freed from the influence of the il-



Text 34]

lusory energy and is the controller of the same, lie in everyone’s heart?”
Similar also is a question of Vidura’s:

tattvanam bhagavarns tesari
katidha pratisankramah
tatremarm ka updsiran
ka u svid anuserate

(Bhag. 3.7.37)

Sridhara Svami explains this in his notes: “During the annihilation of
the creation, who serves the Lord lying on the Sesa, etc.” This means that
the transcendental Lord with all His name, fame, quality and parapher-
nalia exists eternally. The same confirmation is also in the Kasi-khanda
of the Skanda Purdna in connection with dhruva-carita. It is said there:

na cyavante pi yad-bhakta
mahatydri pralayapadi
ato ‘cyuto 'khile loke
sa ekah sarvago 'vyayah

Even the devotees of the Personality of Godhead are not annihilated dur-
ing the period of the entire annihilation of the material world, not to
speak of the Lord Himself. The Lord is ever-existent in all three stages of
material change.

The impersonalist adduces no activity in the Supreme, but in this dis-
cussion between Brahma and the Supreme Personality of Godhead the
Lord is said to have activities also, as He has His form and quality. The
activities of Brahma and other demigods during the maintenance of the
creation are to be understood as the activities of the Lord. The king, or
the head executive of a state, may not be seen in the government offices,
for he may be engaged in royal comforts. Yet it should be understood
that everything is being done under his direction and everything is at his
command, The Personality of Godhead is never formless. In the material
world He may not be visible in His personal form to the less intelligent
class of men, and therefore He may sometimes he called formless. But ac-
tually He is always in His eternal form in His Vaikuntha planets as well
as in other planets of the universes as different incarnations. The exam-
ple of the sun is very appropriate in this connection. The sun in the night
may not be visible to the eyes of men in the darkness, but the sun is visi-
ble wherever it has risen. That the sun is not visible to the eyes of the in-
habitants of a particular part of the earth does not mean that the sun has
no form,

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (1.4.1) there is the hymn at-
maivedam agra dsit purusa-vidhah. This mantra indicates the Supreme
Personality of Godhead (Krsna) even before the appearance of the
purusa incarnation. In the Bhagavad-gita (15.18) it is said that Lord
Krsna is Purusottama because He is the supreme purusa, transcendental
even to the purusa-aksara and the purusa-ksara. The aksara-purusa, or
the Maha-Visnu, throws His glance over prakrti, or material nature, but
the Purugottama existed even before that. The Brhad-aranyaka
Upanisad therefore confirms the statement of the Bhagavad-gita that
Lord Krsna is the Supreme Person (Purugottama): :

In some of the Vedasit is also said that in the beginning only the im-
personal Brahman existed. However, according to this verse, the imper-
sonal Brahman, which is the glowing effulgence of the body of the
Supreme Lord, may be called the immediate cause, but the cause of all
causes, or the remote cause, is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
Lord’s impersonal feature is existent in the material world because by
material senses or material eyes the Lord cannot be seen or perceived.
One has to spiritualize the senses before one can expect to see or perceive
the Supreme Lord. But He is always engaged in His personal capacity,
and He is eternally visible to the inhabitants of Vaikunthaloka, eye to
eye. Therefore He is materially impersonal, just as the executive head of
the state may be impersonal in the government offices, although he is not
impersonal in the government house. Similarly, the Lord is not imper-
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sonal in His abode, which is always nirasta-kuhakam, as stated in the
very beginning of the Bhagavatam. Therefore both the impersonal and
personal features of the Lord are acceptable, as mentioned in the
revealed scriptures. This Personality of Godhead is very emphatically ex-
plained in the Bhagavad-gitd in connection with the verse brahmano hi
pratisthaham (Bg. 14.27). Therefore in all ways the confidential part of
spiritual knowledge is realization of the Personality of Godhead, and not
His impersonal Brahman feature. One should therefore have his ultimate
gim of realization not in the impersonal feature but in the personal
feature of the Absolute Truth. The example of the sky within the pot and
the sky outside the pot may be helpful to the student for his realization of
the all-pervading 'quality of the cosmic consciousness of the Absolute
Truth. But that does not mean that the individual part and parcel of the
Lord becomes the Supreme by a false claim. It means only that the condi-
tioned soul is a victim of the illusory energy in her last snare. To claim to
be one with the cosmic consciousness of the Lord is the last trap set by
the illusory energy, or daivi mayd. Even in the impersonal existence of
the Lord, as it is in the material creation, one should aspire for personal
realization of the Lord, and that is the meaning of pascad aham yad etac
ca yo 'vasisyeta so ‘smy aham.

Brahmiji also accepted the same truth when he was instructing
Narada. He said:

so 'yari te 'bhihitas tdta
bhagavan visva-bhavanah
(Bhag. 2.7.50)

There is no other cause of all causes than the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Hari. Therefore this verse aham eva never indicates anything
other than the Supreme Lord, and one should therefore follow the path

_ of the Brahma-sampradiya, or the path from Brahmaji to Narada, to

Vyisadeva, etc., and make it a point in life to realize the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Hari, or Lord Krsna. This very confidential instruc-
tion to the pure devotees of the Lord was also given to Arjuna and to
Brahmi in the beginning of the creation. The demigods like Brahma,
Vignu, Mahesvara, Indra, Candra and Varuna are undoubtedly different
forms of the Lord for execution of different functions; the different ele-
mental ingredients of material creation, as well as the multifarious en-
ergies, also may be of the same Personality of Godhead, but the root of all
of them is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. One should be
attached to the root of everything rather than bewildered by the
branches and leaves. That is the instruction given in this verse.

TEXT 34

HAst a9 WA A TS =i |
ARRAA AR g 1330

rte ‘rtham yat pratiyeta
na pratiyeta cdtmani
tad vidyad dtmano mayam
yathabhdso yathd tamah

rte—without; artham—value; yat—that which; pratiyeta—appears
to be; na—not; pratiyeta—appears to be; ca—and; dtmani—in relation
to Me; tat—that; vidyat—you must know; atmaneh—My; mayam—il-
lusory energy; yathG—just as; dGbhdsah—the reflection; yatha—as;
tamah—the darkness.

TRANSLATION

O Brahma, whatever appears to be of any value, if it is without
relation to Me, has no reality, Know it as My illusory energy, that
reflection which appears to be in darkness.
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[Canto 2, Ch. 9, Text 34]

PURPORT

In the previous verse it has already been concluded that in any stage of
the cosmic manifestation—its appearance, its sustenance, its growth, its
interactions of different energies, its deterioration and its disap-
pearance—all has its basic relation with the existence of the Personality
of Godhead. And as such, whenever there is forgetfulness of this prime
relation with the Lord, and whenever things are accepted as real without
being related to the Lard, that conception is called a product of the il-
lusory energy of the Lord. Because nothing can exist without the Lord, it
should be known that the illusory energy is also an energy of the Lord.
The right conclusion of dovetailing everything in relationship with the
Lord is called yoga-maya, or the energy of union, and the wrong concep-
tion of detaching a thing from its relationship with the Lord is called the
Lord’s daivi maya, or mahd-maya. Both the mayas also have connec-
tions with the Lord because nothing can exist without being related to
Him. As such, the wrong conception of detaching relationships from the
Lord is not false but illusory.

Misconceiving one thing for another thing is called illusion. For exam-
ple, accepting a rope as a snake is illusion, but the rope is not false. The
rope, as it exists in the front of the illusioned person, is not at all false,
but the acceptance is illusory. Therefore the wrong conception of accept-
ing this material manifestation as being divorced from the energy of the
Lord is illusion, but it is not false. And this illusory conception is called
the reflection of the reality in the darkness of ignorance. Anything that
appears as apparently not being “‘produced out of My energy” is called
mayd. The conception that the living entity is formless or that the
Supreme Lord is formless is also illusion. In the Bhagavad-gita (2.12) it
was said by the Lord in the midst of the battlefield that the warriors
standing in front of Arjuna, Arjuna himself, and even the Lord had all
existed before, they were existing on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, and
they would all continue to be individual personalities in the future also,
even after the annihilation of the present body and even after being
liberated from the bondage of material existence. In all circumstances,
the Lord and the living entities are individual personalities, and the per-
sonal features of both the Lord and living beings are never abolished;
only the influence of the illusory energy, the reflection of light in the
darkness, can, by the mercy of the Lord, be removed. In the material
world, the light of the sun is also not independent, nor is that of the
moon. The real source of light is the brahmajyoti, which diffuses light
from the transcendental body of the Lord, and the same light is reflected
in varieties of light: the light of the sun, the light of the moon, the light
‘of fire, or the light of electricity. So the identity of the self as being un-
connected with the Supreme Self, the Lord, is also illusion, and the false
claim ‘I am the Supreme”’is the last illusory snare of the same maya, or
the external energy of the Lord.

The Veddnta-sitra in the very beginning affirms that everything is
born from the Supreme, and thus, as explained in the previous verse, all
individual living entities are born from the energy of the supreme living
being, the Personality of Godhead. Brahmia himself was born from the
energy of the Lord, and all other living entities are born from the energy
of the Lord through the agency of Brahma; none of them has any exis-
tence without being dovetailed with the Supreme Lord.

The independence of the individual living entity is not real indepen-
dence, but is just the reflection of the real independence existing in the
Supreme Being, the Lord. The false claim of supreme independence by
the conditioned souls is illusion, and this conclusion is admitted in this
verse.

Persons with a poor fund of knowledge become illusioned, and
therefore the so-called scientists, physiologists, empiric philosophers,
etc., hecome dazzled by the glaring reflection of the sun, moon,
electricity, etc., and deny the existence of the Supreme Lord, putting for-
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ward theories and different speculations about the creation, maintenance
and annihilation of everything material. The medical practitioner may
deny the existence of the soul in the physiological bodily construction of
an individual person, but he cannot give life to a dead body, even though
all the mechanisms of the body exist even after death. The psychologist
makes a serious study of the physiological conditions of the brain, as if
the construction of the cerebral lump were the machine of the function-
ing mind, but in the dead body the psychologist cannot bring back the
function of the mind. These scientific studies of the cosmic manifestation
or the bodily construction independent of the Supreme Lord are different
reflective intellectual gymnastics only, but at the end they are all illusion
and nothing more. All such advancement of science and knowledge in
the present context of material civilization is but an action of the cover-
ing influence of the illusory energy. The illusory energy has two phases
of existence, namely the covering influence and the throwing influence.
By the throwing influence the illusory energy throws the living entities
into the darkness of ignerance, and by the covering influence she covers
the eyes of men with a poor fund of knowledge about the existence of the
Supreme Person who enlightened the supreme individual living being,
Brahma. The identity of Brahma with the Supreme Lord is never claimed
herein, and therefore such a foolish claim by the man with a poor fund of
knowledge is another display of the illusory energy of the Lord. The
Lord says in the Bhagavad-gita (16.18-20) that demoniac persons who
deny the existence of the Lord are thrown more and more into the dark-

- ness of ignorance, and thus such demoniac persons transmigrate life

after life without any knowledge of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The sane man, however, is enlightened in the disciplic succession from
Brahmaji, who was personally instructed by the Lord, or in the disciplic
succession from Arjuna, who was personally instructed by the Lord in
the Bhagavad-gita. He accepts this statement of the Lord:

aham sarvasya prabhavo
' mattah sarvari pravartate
iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah
(Bg. 10.8)

The Lord is the original source of all emanations, and everything that is
created, maintained and annihilated exists by the energy of the Lord.
The sane man who knows this is actually learned, and therefore he be-
comes a pure devotee of the Lord, engaged in the transcendental loving
service of the Lord.

Although the reflectory energy of the Lord displays various illusions to
the eyes of persons with a poor fund of knowledge, the sane person
knows clearly that the Lord can act, even from far, far beyond our
vision, by His different energies, just as fire can diffuse heat and light
from a distant place. In the medical science of the ancient sages, known
as the Ayur-veda, there is definite acceptance of the Lord’s supremacy in
the following words:

jagad-yoner anicchasya
cid«&nandaika-}'ﬁpimh

puriso st prakytir nityd
praticchayeva bhasvatah

acelandpi cailanya-
yogena paramatmanah

akarod visvam akhilam
anityam natakakrtim

(continued in next issue)



Every Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Hare Krsna Movement
Expands Spiritual Leadership

L d ; N

Srila Paficadravida Swami,

Mayapur, India— This rural village nine-
ty miles north of Calcutta has always been
of central importance to the Hare Krsna
movement. The great saint and divine in-
carnation Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu took
His birth here 496 years ago, and it was
here that He later began teaching the con-
grcggtional chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra as the best way to attain love of
God. Today, the Krsna Consciousness
Society’s Governing Body Commission
(GBC), a group of twenty-two senior dis-
ciples His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada designated as
the Society’s “ultimate managing author-
ity,” meets here annually to chart the course
of the Society for the coming year.

This year the GBC made two decisions
that expand the Society's spiritual leader-
ship. First, to three of Srila Prabhupada’s
closest disciples they gave their blessings
to begin accepting disciples. (These three
will thus join ten others who have been in-
itiating disciples since Srila Prabhupada
passed away in 1977.) Second, the GBC
gave the go-ahead for some two dozen
seasoned preachers to enter the re-
nounced order, sannydsa. A sannyasi cuts
off all worldly attachment to family,
wealth, and home and dedicates his life to
maintaining the strictest standards of
Krsna consciousness and preaching Krsna
consciousness throughout the world.

The first of the new spiritual masters is
His Divine Grace Bhaktisvarupa Damo-
dara Swami. Born into a family of Krsna’s
devotees in Manipur, India, some forty-
five years ago, Srila Bhaktisvaripa
Damodara Swami distinguished himself as
an accomplished scholar. He received his

New spiritual masters Srila Bhaktisvaripa Damodara Swami, Srila Gopala Krsna Goswami, and
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B.S. in chemistry, with first-class honors,
from Gauhati University and his Master of
Technology degree, with first-class hon-.
ors, from Calcutta University. Later he
earned his Ph.D. in Physical Organic
Chemistry from the University of Califor-
nia at Irvine. (It was while studying there
in 1970 that he met Srila Prabhupada and
became his disciple.) Today, Srila Bhakti-
svariipa Damodara Swami makes good
use of his academic achievements as direc-
tor of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, the
Hare Krsna movement’s center for the ad-
vanced study of the nature and origin of
life. In books, pamphlets, and scientific
forums, the members of the BI challenge
the predominant mechanistic world view
of modern science and present the non-
mechanistic science of Krsna conscious-
ness. Fundamental Principles of Reincar-
nation and The Scientific Basis of Krsna
Consciousness are two of the many works
he has written under the banner of the BI.
In addition to heading up the BI, he over-
sees the movement’s activities in his native
Manipur and nearby areas. He has just
opened a gurukula school in Manipur—a
school that will teach children reading,
writing, arithmetic, and the other usual
subjects, along with the science of Krsna
consciousness.

The second new spiritual master is His
Divine Grace Gopala Krsna Goswami.
Born in Delhi in 1946, he earned his B.A.
at Delhi University, and then went on to
the Sorbonne for a postgraduate business
degree. A master’s from McGill, in Mon-
treal, rounded out his academic laurels.
He met Srila Prabhupéida in Montreal in
1968 and soon became his disciple. Seeing

how eager Srila Prabhupiada was to print
as many of his books as possible—in as
many languages as possible—and have
them distributed widely, Srila Gopila
Krsna Goswami organized the first pub-
lications about Krsna consciousness in
French, and later pioneered the large-scale
publishing, printing, and distribution of
Krsna conscious books in Indian languages.
Today, besides overseeing the affairs of
the Hare Krsna movement in Canada,
Seattle, and northern and western India,
he runs the western Indian branch of the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which pub-
lishes Krsna conscious books and maga-
zines in Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, and
English.

His Divine Grace Pancadravida Swami
is the third new spiritual master. In 1966
he graduated with honors from the Uni-
versity of Southern California, earning a
degree in English literature, and after a
period of spiritual searching began a
career in Krsna consciousness that would
span the globe. He met Srila Prabhupada
in Bombay in 1971 and took spiritual initi-
ation. Then for a year and a half Srila
Paficadravida Swami helped the Society's
fledgling project at Bombay's Juhu
Beach. From there it was on to a preach-
ing tour of southern India until 1974.
Bangkok was his next assignment, then
Hong Kong, and then Los Angeles in late
1975. From there he went to Argentina for
a year and a half, spreading Krsna con-
sciousness in a land torn by political insta-
bility and violence. Today Srila Parica-
dravida Swami oversees the affairs of the
Hare Krsna movement in Mexico, Central
America, Colombia, and Ecuador.

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devolees follow a spirifual calendar that
divides the year imo twelve months, each named for a
different form of Krgna. The devoless at the ISKCON cen-
tor nearoet you will gladly tall you about the meaning of the
festivals listed hare.

‘Year 486 Caltanya Era—Month of MadhusOdana

May 13
Disappearance of Sila
RAamananda Riya.
May 189 May 20 June 1
Apara Ekadas {fasting of Srila Disap f Srila
Trorm grains and beans). Vindivana disa Baladova Vidyabhisana
Thakura.
June 2 June 4 Juna &

Féndava-nirjala Ekadagi Srila Aaghundtha disa Snana-yatra (bathing
(Tasting Irom graing and Gosvami's chipped-ice- | festival) of Lord
beans). and-yogurt testival at Jagannitha,
Panihii
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Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

The Karma-~Free Diet

More than just vegetarianism: a way of eating
that’s a form of meditation and worship.

Text and photo by
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

Question: ['ve heard of diets that are fat-
free, salt-free. cholesterol-free—but what's
a karma-free diet?

Answer: The Sanskrit word karma means
“action” or, more specifically, any materi-
al action that gives us a material reaction
and thus binds us to the material world. So
a karma-free diet is one that produces no
material reaction; it's a sinless diet.
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Question: You think people can sin just by
eating?

Answer: Oh ves, definitely. Sinning
means breaking nature’s laws (which are
the laws of God). The cow eats grass and
fodder, the tiger eats flesh, the rosebush
gets nourishment from water and the min-
erals in the earth. These lower forms of
life don’t sin; they follow nature’s laws au-

tomatically. But in human life we can
transgress nature’s laws. And these trans-
gressions, bad karma, give us bad reac-
tions—high blood pressure, high choles-
terol in the blood, obesity, diabetes, cancer,
heart attacks, psychological troubles, and
SO on.

According to nature’s laws, food for hu-
mans should be made from milk products,
vegetables, grains, and fruits—not meat,
fish, or eggs.

Question: So vegetarians are sinless in
their eating?

Answer: No, not necessarily. All living
things have a soul. So whether you kill a
cow or pick a cauliflower, you're killing.
No doubt animals are higher on the
evolutionary scale than plants, but killing
is still killing, and it’s sinful.

Question: I know a lot of people who
would argue with you about animals and
plants having a soul.

Answer: They may argue, but how do they
know? What is the symptom of the soul’s
presence?

Question: Symptom?

Answer: Yes, symptom. We can’t see the
soul directly, because it’s a spiritual particle
and a very small one at that. But we
can understand that it's present by its
symptom—consciousness. Animals are
conscious. They feel fear, pain, affection,
and hunger, just as we do. And scientists
have shown that plants are also conscious.
They respond to sunlight, warmth, music;
they grow around obstacles. So by these
symptoms we can understand that the soul
is present within animals, people, and
plants, but it’s covered in varying degrees.
Question: So if vegetarians are killing
plants for their food and nonvegetarians
are killing animals for their food, they're
both sinful, right?

Answer: Right. But vegetarians have a
better chance for making spiritual ad-
vancement.

Question: Why is that?

Answer: Because eating meat makes one
merciless and hardhearted. It's much easier
for a vegetarian to understand spiritual
concepts and follow spiritual practices.
Question: But | don’t exactly understand.
You said that both plants and animals have
a soul and that killing them is sinful —bad
karma. So what's the idea of a karma-free
diet? You're also killing the vegetables
you eat.

Answer: Yes we are. By nature's laws, one
living entity is food for another. Just to
exist you must kill. But a devotee collects
the fruits, grains, and other foods that
Krsna likes, cooks them in a particular
way, and offers them to Krsna with love
and devotion. When Krsna accepts such
an offering, He also accepts whatever sin-
ful reactions were incurred in preparing
the food. Then there’s no karmic reaction
when we eat it. On the contrary, we be-



come purified by eating prasadam, food
that’s been offered to Lord Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada explains this karma-
free principle with an analogy. He says
that when a soldier kills under the com-
mand of a superior officer, he's not to be
judged a criminal. But if a soldier kills on
his own account, then he’'s certainly a
criminal and subject to trial and punish-
ment. Similarly, when we follow Krsna's
desire and eat what’s intended for us by
the laws of nature, there's no reaction.
But if we eat for our own sense enjoy-
ment, forgetting Krsna, we're in for a
reaction.

Question: That makes it clear, but what
did you mean when you said “cooked in a
particular way™?

Answer: Cooking in Krsna consciousness
is a type of meditation and worship. Srila

Prabhupada taught us to maintain a high
standard of cleanliness in the kitchen,
from the glisten on the bottom of the pans
to the floor beneath our feet. Before en-
tering the kitchen we make sure we're
clean in body and in mind, and as we cook
we think of pleasing Krsna—so there’s no
frivolous or unnecessary talking. And we
never taste the dishes before they're of-
fered: Krsna is the first to enjoy them.
Question: What happens to the soul in
avegetable—a cauliflower, say— that’s
been offered to Krsna?

Answer: | asked Srila Prabhupada that
same question some years ago. He told
me, “The soul gets liberation.” | was too
stunned and shy to pursue the point, but
another devotee asked, “What kind of lib-
eration does the soul get?” And Srila
Prabhupada said. “It gets a human body,

and from that point it can make further ad-
vancement in spiritual life.”

Question: Whatif [ don’t believe anything
you've told me?

Answer: That’s your prerogative. We
don’t mind if you're skeptical, because we
don’t want blind followers. We want vou
to question and deliberate on the philoso-
phy of Krsna consciousness as far as your
reason and intelligence allow. But you
shouldn’t blindly reject this knowledge
because it’s foreign to you, because you
didn’t grow up with it. All we ask is that
you simply try to hear with an open mind.
I was also skeptical, even more than you. [
argued with the devotees for a year before
[ finally admitted that what they were say-
ing made perfect sense—much more
sense than what 1 was trying to say to
them. e

-

(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Mixed Vegetables in Seasoned Tomato Broth
(Laphra-vyanijana)

This preparation is somewhat akin to veg-
etable soup. It is a classic favorite, yet it is
simple to prepare and easy to digest. The in-
gredients are mentioned in sacred Vaisnava
scriptures more than five hundred years old.

Preparation time: 10 minutes
Cooking time: 20 minutes
Servings: 6 t0 8

Ingredients for boiled vegetables:

1% pounds mixed, trimmed, cubed vegetables,
such as stringbeans, carrots, potatoes,
cauliflower, spinach, cabbage, beets,
squash, peas, and so on

2 medium-size, firm ripe tomatoes, diced

' tablespoon scraped fresh ginger root,
minced or puréed

1 to 3 teaspoons seeded fresh hot green
chilies, finely minced or puréed

3 cups water

2 teaspoon turmeric powder

1 tablespoon coriander powder

1 teaspoon sugar, honey, or equivalent
sweetener

3 tablespoons finely minced fresh coriander
or parsley leaves

1 tablespoon vegetable oil or ghee (purified
butter)

1% to 2 teaspoons salt

Ingredients for preparing fried seasonings:

1 tablespoon ghee or vegetable oil

1Y4 teaspoons cumin seeds

'2 teaspoon black mustard seeds

Y4 teaspoon black cumin seeds (kalonji),
if available

Y& teaspoon coarsely ground black pepper

1 small cassia or bay leaf, crumpled

1 teaspoon lemon juice

1. Combine all the vegetable ingredients in
a 4-guart saucepan, bring to a boil over high
flame, reduce the flame to medium low, cover,
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and simmer until the vegetables are tender.
Remove the pan from the flame.

2. Heat the ghee or vegetable oil in a small
saucepan over a medium-high flame, drop in
the cumin seeds, black mustard seeds, black
cumin seeds, freshly ground black pepper,
and cassia leaf, and fry until the mustard seeds
sputter and crackle. Pour the seasoning into
the boiled vegetable, cover, and allow the
seasonings to soak into the broth. In a few
minutes, stir in the lemon juice and offer to
Krsna.

Chickpea, Eggplant, Spinach and Tomato Stew
(Kabli Chana Baigan Palak Tarkari)

Preparation time: 5 minutes

Cooking time: 45 minutes to 1% hours
Soaking time: 8 hours

Servings: 6to 8

24 cup whole chickpeas (garbanzo beans)
sorted, washed, soaked overnight in 2 cups
water, and boiled until tender

I cup ghee or vegetable oil

1 tablespoon scraped, minced fresh ginger
root

1 to 3 teaspoons seeded, minced fresh hot
green chilies (use as desired)

1'% teaspoons cumin seeds
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I teaspoon black mustard seeds

10 to 12 fresh or dried curry leaves, if
available

Y4 teaspoon mild asafetida powder

1 medium (about 1%2 pounds) eggplant,
washed and cut into ¥-inch cubes

4 medium-size, firm ripe tomatoes, cut into
Y5-inch chunks

1 pound fresh spinach, washed, drained,
stemmed, and chopped (If you're using
frozen spinach, thaw at room temperature,
press the spinach between your palms to
remove all excess water, and chop.)

1 teaspoon turmeric

1% to 1% teaspoons salt

3 tablespoons minced fresh parsley or
coriander leaves

1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice

1V2 teaspoons sugar, honey, or equivalent
sweetener

1. Heat the ghee or vegetable oil in a heavy
4- or 5-quart saucepan (nonstick cookware is
ideal) over medium to medium-high flame for
1 minute. Drop in the ginger root, seeded
chilies, cumin seeds, and mustard seeds, and
fry for about 30 to 45 seconds or until the
cumin seeds turn golden brown. Add the
curry leaves and asafetida powder, and then
immediately add the eggplant cubes. Stir-fry
for about 8 to 10 minutes, or until the ghee or
oil is absorbed into the eggplant and the cubes
are brown.

2. Stir in the tomatoes, spinach, turmeric,
salt, and half the fresh herbs. Then cook for
about 5 minutes. Fold in the drained, cooked
chickpeas. Now partially cover, reduce the
flame to medium-low, and simmer, stirring
occasionally for 30 minutes, or until the
eggplant is buttersoft. If you want a drier veg-
etable, remove the lid, raise the flame to high,
and quickly cook off the excess liquid. If
you wish a puréed eggplant-and-tomato veg-
etable, cook over medium flame, stirring fre-
quently to avoid scorching, until the spinach,
eggplant, and tomatoes have merged into a
thick velvety sauce. Before offering to Krsna,
mix in the remaining fresh herbs, lemon juice,
and sweetener.

_
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The Biography of a Pure Devotee

“Absolute Is Sentient
Thou Hast Proved...”

1935—-1937: Bombay.
A poem and a speech in praise of his spiritual master
win Srila Prabhupada recognition for his skill
at presenting Krsna consciousness in English.

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

After receiving spiritual initiation in 1932, Srila Prabhupada (then Abhay Charan
De) sought to expand his pharmaceutical business both to support his family and to
contribute to his spiritual master’s preaching mission. Even more important to him,
however, were the rare occasions when he could meet with his spiritual master, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s affectionate dealings
with Abhay, his vast erudition in Krsna conscious philosophy, and his uncom-
promising attacks against casteism and cheating religionists impressed Abhay deeply
and provided lasting inspiration for his own preaching work.

In 1933 business reverses prompted Abhay to leave his family at home in Allahabad
for some time and try to set up a pharmaceutical business in Bombay. Simultaneously,
he helped establish the Bombay branch of the Gaudiya Math, and in early 1935 he
joined his Godbrothers there in celebrating Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s birthday.

It was the sixty-second birthday of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. At Jagan-
natha Puri, where he was residing, the devotees observed the day with ceremony.
At the small Bombay center, the few disciples planned an evening observance and
invited local people. For the occasion, Abhay wrote a poem.

Misled we are, Absolute is sentient,
All going astray. Thou hast proved,
Save us, Lord, Impersonal calamity
Our fervent pray. Thou hast removed.
Wonder Thy ways This gives us a life
To turn our face. Anew and fresh.
Adore Thy feet, Worship Thy feet,
Your Divine Grace. Your Divine Grace.
Adore adore ye all Forgotten Krishna, Had you not come,
The happy day, We fallen souls, Who had told
Blessed than heaven, Paying most heavy The message of Krishna,
Sweeter than May, The illusion’s toll. Forceful and bold?
When he appeared at Puri, Darkness around, That’s your right.
The holy place, All untrace. You have the mace.
My Lord and Master, The only hope, Save me afallen,
His Divine Grace. His Divine Grace. Your Divine Grace.
Oh! my Master Message of service The line of service
The evangelic angel, Thou hast brought. As drawn by you
Give us Thy light, A healthful life Is pleasing and healthy
Light up Thy candle. As Chaitanya wrought. As morning dew.
Struggle for existence, Unknown to all, The oldest of all,
A human race. It’s full of brace. But in new dress.
The only hope, That’s your gift, Miracle done,
His Divine Grace. Your Divine Grace. Your Divine Grace.
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Abhay also composed a speech, which
he read before the assembled guests and
members of the Gaudiya Math. Although
his first language was Bengali, his English
was clear and natural.

Gentlemen, the offering of such an hom-
age as has been arranged this evening to the
acdaryadeva is not a sectarian concern, be-
cause when we speak of the fundamental
principle of gurudeva or dcaryadeva, we
speak of something that is of universal appli-
cation. There does not arise any question of
discriminating my guru from yours or anyone
else’s. There is only one gur, who appears in
an infinity of forms to teach you, me, and all
others. The guru or acaryadeva, as we learn
from the bona fide scriptures, delivers the
message of the absolute world, the transcen-
dental abode of the Absolute Personality,
where everything nondifferentially serves
the Absolute Truth.

Like the poem, the speech was per-
sonal, but even more than the poem it was
authoritative, philosophical preaching.
Abhay’s Godbrothers were impressed to
hear Abhay presenting the Vaisnava phi-
losophy so expertly. How was it possible?
Of course, it should not have come as a
surprise; he had heard the Vaisnava phi-
losophy from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saras-
vati, just like his Godbrothers. Why should
he not be able to enunciate the teachings of
his spiritual master, having heard from
him and having read Bhagavad-gitad and
Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu? Was he not a devotee in the
parampard (disciplic succession)? But
until now, no one knew he could preach in
English so expertly.

Therefore, if the Absolute Truth is one,
about which we think there is no difference
of opinion, the guru also cannot be two. The
dcaryadeva for whom we have assembled to-
night to offer our humble homage is not the
guru of a sectarian institution or one out of
many different exponents of the truth. On
the contrary, he is the jagad-guru, or the
guru of all of us. The only difference is that
some obey him wholeheartedly, while others
do not obey him directly.

The guru of whom Abhay spoke, of
course, was Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saras-
vati, the representative of the original
compiler of the scriptures, Vyasadeva.
Abhay explained how Lord Krsna had de-
livered transcendental knowledge to
Brahma, the creator of this particular uni-
verse. From Brahma the knowledge had
descended to Narada, from Narada to
Vyasa, from Vyisa to Madhva . . . Be-
cause Srila Bhaktisiddhanta was present-
ing the Vedic knowledge as it is, without

Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master (left), His
Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura. At far left is Srila Prabhupada as he
appeared in 1935.
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any interpretation—in parampard—he

was the bona fide dcarya (spiritual teacher

and exemplar) who could enlighten others

with the revealed knowledge of the Vedas.
Abhay continued:

Gentlemen, our knowledge is so poor, our
senses are so imperfect, and our sources are
so limited that it is not possible for us to have
even the slightest knowledge of the absolute
region without surrendering ourselves at the
lotus feet of Sri Vyasadeva or his bona fide
representative.

This transcendental knowledge, Abhay
explained, had been known in India for
thousands of years, and this knowledge —
although presently obscured—was India’s
real gift to the world.

We must conclude that the darkness of the
present age is not due to lack of material ad-
vancement, but that we have lost the clue to
our spiritual advancement, which is the prime
necessity of human life and the criterion of
the highest type of civilization. Throwing of
bombs from aeroplanes is no advancement
of civilization from the primitive, uncivilized
way of dropping big stones on the heads of
the enemies from the tops of the hills. Im-
provement of the art of killing our neighbors
by inventing machine guns and by means of
poisonous gases is certainly no advancement
from primitive barbarism priding itself on its
art of killing by bows and arrows, nor does
the development of a sense of pampered self-
ishness prove anything more than intellec-
tual animalism. . . . ;

Thus, while others were yet in the womb of
historical oblivion, the sages of India had de-
veloped a different kind of civilization, which
enables us to know ourselves. They had dis-
covered that we are not at all material en-
tities, but that we are all spiritual, permanent
and nondestructible servants of the Absolute.

The speech continued, describing the
horrible consequences of a misspent
human life, the sufferings of repeated
birth and death. Again and again, Abhay
stressed the need to surrender to the spiri-
tual master. He criticized empirical, mun-
dane philosophers, godless politicians,
and blind sense gratifiers. He repeatedly
pointed to the soul’s natural and sublime
position as the servant of God and as the
servant of the pure devotee of God.
Abhay, an initiated disciple of his spiritual
master for a little more than two years, re-
ferring to himself as a student, continued:

Gentlemen, although we are like ignorant
children in the knowledge of the transcen-
dence, still His Divine Grace, my gurudeva,
has kindled a small fire within us to dissipate
the invincible darkness of the empirical
knowledge, and we are so much on the safe
side that no amount of philosophical argu-
ment of the empiric schools of thought can
deviate us an inch from the position of our
cternal dependence on the lotus feet of His
Divine Grace—and we are prepared to
challenge the most erudite scholars of the
mayavada [impersonalistic] school on this
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vital issue: that the Personality of Godhead
and His transcendental sports in Goloka [His
spiritual abode] alone constitute the sublime
information of the Vedas.

He then ended his speech with an elo-
quent prayer of submission.

Personally I have no hope of any direct
service for the coming crores [millions] of
births of the sojourn of my life, but I am con-
fident that some day or other I shall be deliv-
ered from this mire of delusion in which I am
at present so deeply sunk. Therefore, let me
with all earnestness pray at the lotus feet of
my divine master to let me suffer the lot
which I am destined to for all my past mis-
doings, but let me have this power of recollec-
tion: that [ am nothing but a tiny servant of

For Abhay,
the glory of his
“Vyas Puja
Homage” came
when the poem
reached his spiritual
master and
gave him pleasure.

the Almighty Absolute Godhead, realized
through the unflinching mercy of my divine
master. Let me therefore bow down at his
lotus feet with all the humility at my command.

He submitted both the poem and the
speech to The Harmonist (the English-
language edition of Bhaktisiddhanta’s
magazine). The poem, Abhay’s first pub-
lication, announced him as a competent
writer in English, and Swami Bhakti-
pradipa Tirtha, editor of The Harmonist,
informally dubbed Abhay as kavi, “learned
poet.” Some of Abhay’s Godbrothers also
picked up on the name and began calling
him kavi. Most of them, even the sannyasis
(advanced, renounced disciples), were
not so proficient in English. But Abhay
was not ordinary. They could appreciate
that the poem was personal, written out of
Abhay’s genuine worship and his joy at
having accepted a genuine spiritual mas-
ter, but it was also written strictly in accord
with the conclusions of the scriptures.

For Abhay, however, the glory of his
“Sree Vyas Puja Homage” came when
the poem reached Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati and it gave him pleasure. One
stanza specifically made Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta so happy that he made a point of
showing it to all of his guests.

Absolute is sentient,
Thou hast proved,

Impersonal calamity
Thou hast removed.

Somehow, in this simple stanza Abhay
had captured the essence of his spiritual
master’s preaching against the Maya-
vadis, and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta took it as
an indication of how well Abhay knew the
mind of his Gurudeva. Abhay was de-
lighted when he heard that the couplet was
pleasing to his spiritual master. One of
Abhay’s Godbrothers compared this verse
by Abhay to a verse in which Ripa
Gosvami had expressed the inner thinking
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu and had thus
moved Him to ecstasy.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati also
found the essay pleasing, and he showed it
to some of his confidential devotees. He
instructed the editor of The Harmonist,
“Whatever he writes, publish it.”

* * *

Abhay thought it only natural that he
should have many business enemies or
competitors—it was a sign of success. But
his Bombay competition caused him to
lose another good chance to become
wealthy. The “enemy” was the son of
Abhay’s supervisor at Smith Institute. Both
son and father complained to the Smith
Institute executives that Abhay was push-
ing goods from his own laboratory and not
Smith’s. By this intrigue, Abhay lost his
position with Smith Institute, and his
supervisor placed his own son as the new
agent. Abhay was again on his own.

While continuing to help his sannydsi
Godbrothers in Bombay, he found a two-
story building for rent at Gawlia Tank
Road. Everyone agreed it would make a
suitable center, and Abhay arranged for
the rental and for initial repairs and
helped the sannydsis move in. It seemed
that his endeavors for spiritual things were
always more successful, whereas his busi-
ness efforts were consistently failing. Of
course, a few business enemies were no
cause for discouragement—intrigues and
losses were always part of the game, and
he was still well known in the pharmaceut-
ical business throughout India. But it
wasn’t so much the give and take of busi-
ness that disturbed him as his own doubts
about whether this was the best way for
him to serve his spiritual master. Business
was good only if it could go side by side
with his spiritual life. Lord Caitanya had
said that the chanting of Hare Krsna could
be spread to every town and village, and
Abhay wanted to assist his spiritual master
in fulfilling that prophecy, especially by
contributing money and helping establish
centers. His earnings should not go solely
for his family.

Ideally, family life and spiritual life



should progress side by side. But the diffi-
culty was Abhay’s wife. She was disturbed
over the business losses and apathetic to
the spirjtual successes. She wanted to stay
within the orbit of home and family, and
despite Abhay’s suggestions she refused
to accept initiation from Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta. It was his own wife who was
his most formidable competitor. And she
waged her opposition right in the home,
where it was least welcome.

When Abhay occasionally visited his
family in Allahabad, he tried to satisfy
them with his good intentions. Business
had not gone so well in Bombay, but he had
new plans, and he assured his family that
there was no need to worry. He planned to
do more preaching in his home—the
whole family could become more involved
in spiritual activities. He wanted to invite
guests, hold discussions on Bhagavad-
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, perform
kirtana (chanting of Hare Krsna), distribute
prasadam (sanctified food). He wanted to
preach, just as his spiritual master and
Godbrothers were preaching. Such a pro-
gram wouldn’t require that a sannydsi or
brahmacari (celibate student) come and
preside. Abhay could do it himself. This
would be an example of the ideal house-
hold life. But Abhay's wife, Radharani,
was unsubmissive. Rather than coming to
hear him speak, she stayed with the chil-
dren in another room—taking tea.

While reading Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura’s commentary on Bhagavad-gita
(Second Chapter, forty-first verse), Abhay
read that the disciple should consider the
order of the spiritual master to be his life
and soul. These words produced a deep ef-
fect on Abhay, strengthening his desire to
execute Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati’s
command. And in the Eighty-eighth Chap-
ter of the Srimad-Bhagavatam’s Tenth
Canto, he came upon a verse in which Lord
Krsna said something that startled him:

yasyaham anugrhnami
harisye tad-dhanam Sanaih

tato 'dhanarn tyajanty asya
sva-jand duhkha-duhkhitam

“When I feel especially mercifully disposed
towards someone, I gradually take away
all his material possessions. His friends
and relatives then reject this poverty-
stricken and most wretched fellow.” Abhay
shuddered as he read the verse. [t seemed
to speak directly to him. But what did it
mean? “Does it mean,” he thought, “that
Krsna will take away all my money?” Was
that what was actually happening? Was
that why his business plans were failing?

In July 1935, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta

Sarasvati came to install the Deity of Lord
Krsna and to institute Deity worship at the

Bombay center. He was pleased with what
his disciples had done so far, and Bhakti-
sdranga Maharaja admitted that much of
the work was due to Abhay Babu, who
had collected funds and established the
new center. “Why is Abhay living sepa-
rately?” Bhaktisaranga asked. “He should
be president of this Bombay center.”

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati replied, “It
is better that he is living outside your com-
pany. He will do. When the time comes,
he will do everything himself. You don’t
have to recommend him.”

Abhay had not been present when this
was spoken, but his Godbrothers told him
what Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had said.
These words of his spiritual master, with

“If you ever
get money,
print books.”
Beholding his
spiritual master,
Abhay felt the
words deeply enter
his own life.

their mysteriously prophetic air, were im-
portant to Abhay. He treasured the words
within himself and meditated upon their
meaning.

* #* #

In November 1935 he was again with his
spiritual master in Vrndavana. It was the
Karttika season, the ideal time to visit
Vrndavana, and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
was staying for a month with his disciples
at peaceful Radha-kunda, the sacred lake
where Radha and Krsna used to sport.

Having heard of his spiritual master’s
stay here, Abhay, bringing his son with
him, had traveled from Bombay, just to
see his spiritual master. To see Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta was always an occasion
for jubilation, but to see him in Vrndavana
was an added perfection. This meeting with
his beloved spiritual guide and friend was
different from the time in 1932 when Abhay
had seen him on the Vrndavana parikrama
(circumambulation). Now Abhay was no
longer sitting anonymously in the back of
a room. Now he was a bona fide disciple,
recognized as the “kavi” who had written
the praiseworthy poem and essay, the
young man who listened well, the devotee
who had helped the Allahabad matha
(center) and who had established the

matha in Bombay. Already on this visit
Abhay had had occasion to be alone with
his spiritual master, who had remembered
Abhay’s son and presented him with a
small bandhi (jacket). And now, as they
walked together on the bank of Radha-
kunda, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta turned and
spoke confidentially to Abhay.

There had been some quarreling
amongst his leading disciples in Calcutta,
he said, and this distressed him very much.
Even now, in Vrndavana, it weighed heavi-
ly on his mind. Some of his disciples had
been fighting over who would use various
rooms and facilities at the Gaudiya Math
headquarters in Calcutta. These devotees
were all members of the matha, and the
building was for propagating Krsna con-
sciousness under the leadership of Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati. Yet even in their
spiritual master’s presence they were quar-
reling. Brahmanas and Vaisnavas (devo-
tees of Krsna) were supposed to be free
from envy of any creature, what to speak
of envy of one another. If they were to
fight now, what would they do after their
spiritual master passed away? Abhay had
no part in these matters and did not even
know the details or who was involved. But
as he listened to his spiritual master, he
also became distressed.

Deeply concerned, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
said to Abhay, “Agun jvalbe”: “There will
be fire”—one day there would be fire in
the Calcutta Gaudiya Math, and that fire
of party interests would spread and de-
stroy. Abhay heard but did not know what
to make of it. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had
fought so long and boldly to establish that
anyone of any birth could be elevated to
become a brahmana, a sannydsi, or a
Vaisnava. But if his followers became con-
taminated by a little wealth and the desire
for prestige, thereby showing themselves
to be still low-class men despite their
training and purification, then his mission
would be disrupted. If in the name of reli-
gion they became attached to ease, posi-
tion, and prestige, it could only mean that
they had failed to grasp the teachings of
their spiritual master.

Srila Prabhupada: He was lamenting
that these men are simply after the stones
and bricks of the building. He condemned.
He was very, very sorry.

“When we were living in a rented
house,” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta said, “if we
could collect two hundred or three hun-
dered rupees we were living very nicely at
Ultadanga. We were happier then. But
since we have been given this marble
palace in Baghbazar, there is friction be-
tween our men. Who will occupy this
room? Who will occupy that room? Who
will be the proprietor of this room?
Everyone is planning in different ways. It
would be better to take the marble from

(continued on page 29)
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Brahma,Visnu, Siva

Clearing up some misconceptions about “the Hindu trinity.”
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he three interesting-looking persons

depicted here are Brahma, the world-
creator, Visnu, the world-maintainer, and
Siva, the world-destroyer. Perhaps you've
heard them characterized in that very mis-
leading cliché of introductory World Reli-
gions texts as “the Hindu trinity.” And
perhaps you're simply inclined to dismiss
them as the fanciful projections of a primi-
tive mythologizing imagination run riot.

But, if you go to the proper sources,

venerable Vedic texts Bhagavad-giita and
Srimad-Bha am, you'll find Brahma,
Visnu, and Siva accurately explained in
the context of an exacting and comprehen-
sive account of God and His creation, an
account that is unrivaled in completeness
and coherence by any other philosophical,
scientific, or religious literature, and that
is not only intellectually satisfying but also

PAINTING BY RAMANATHA DASA

aesthetically captivating and spiritually
fulfilling.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam you'll encounter
the important distinction between the idea
of “god” and the idea of “absolute truth.”
“God” refers to any powerful controller,
while “absolute truth” designates the ulti-
mate source of all energies. There can be
many gods, many controlling departmen-
tal heads of universal affairs, but only one
absolute truth. This absolute truth is
ultimately a person—Krsna. From Krsna
everything emanates; by Krsna everything
is maintained; to Krsna everything returns
at the time of dissolution. This is what is
meant by “absolute truth.” Anything that

ists is either Krsna or an energy of
Krsna's.

Krsna’s main energies are three. His in-
ternal energy is manifest as the transcen-
dent spiritual kingdom; His external
energy, as the temporary material world.
His marginal energy is comprised of all liv-
ing creatures, the individual animate
souls. Souls are “marginal” because they
can dwell either in the spiritual kingdom,
serving Krsna in bliss and knowledge, or
in the material world, forgetting Krsna in
darkness and suffering. The Sanskrit word
for the soul is jiva (“living entity™), and
the marginal energy is also called jiva-
tattva, the category of the jiva.

Not only does Krsna expand through
His energies, but He also expands Himself
personally, directly. Krsna’s direct, per-
sonal expansions are called visnu-tattva,
the category of Godhead. Like the per-
sons of the trinity in Christian doctrine,
the visnu-tattva expansions are one, but
because Krsna is unlimited, His personal
expansions are not merely three but un-
limited divine persons, all manifested to
perform unlimited divine pastimes.

One of Krsna’s pastimes is to emanate,
sustain, and reabsorb the material cre-
ation in periodic cycles, and this Krsna
does in the persons of Brahma, Visnu, and
Siva, who are called guna-avataras.

Material nature acts in three ways or
modes (gunas). When there is creation—
construction, generation, procreation,
etc.—material nature acts in the mode of

una). When there is suste-
—maintenance, preservation, en-
durance, etc.—nature is working in the
mode of goodness (sattva-guna). When
there is destruction—decay, dissolution,
devastation, etc.—nature acts in the
mode of ignorance (tamo-guna).

Brahma is the controller of nature in the
mode of passion; he is the engineer who
creates the universe. Every universe has
its Brahma, who appears as the first
created being in it. Although Brahma is
usually in the category of jiva, he is desig-
nated an avatara (incarnation) of Krsna
because he is especially empowered with
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Krsna’'s own creative potency. Using the
ingredients furnished by Krsna and fol-
lowing Krsna's blueprints, Brahma con-
structs the material universe, and then he
begets the offspring, called Prajapatis,
whose descendants populate all the planets.

Visnu, who controls nature in the mode
of goodness and sustains the creation, is
directly the Supreme Lord. In the spiritual
kingdom of God, where everything is
everlasting, the quality of goodness exists
without either passion or ignorance. There-
fore it is appropriate that Visnu personally

controls this quality even in the material
world, where it becomes bracketed by
ignorance and passion.

Siva, the lord of the mode of ignorance,
devastates the universe at the end by his
wild, all-annihilating dance. Siva is a per-
sonal expansion of Krsna, not a jiva, yet
because he comes into intimate contact
with the quality of ignorance and with
matter (which is innately ignorant), you
cannot receive the same spiritual restora-
tion by worshiping him that you do by
worshiping Krsna or Visnu. Siva is there-

fore given his own category, Siva-faitva.
Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.7.39) sums it up
like this: “In the beginning of creation
there are penance, myself [Brahma], and
the Prajapatis, the great sages who gener-
ate; then, during the maintenance of the
creation, there are Lord Visnu, the demi-
gods with controlling powers, and the
kings of different planets. But at the end
there is irreligion, and then Lord Siva and
the atheists full of anger, etc. All of them
are manifestations of the energy of the
supreme power, the Lord.” i

I am familiar with the basic tenets of Krsna
consciousness, perhaps the most essential
being that the bodies of all living creatures
contain a spirit soul, which is their real self
and which transmigrates from body to
body.

Recently I was reading a biology
textbook and came to a section dealing
with parthenogenesis, or reproduction by
means of unfertilized eggs.

I recalled your belief that the spirit soul
enters the egg at the time of fertilization,
being carried in the sperm cell, and that it
is the soul which gives life to the fer-
tilized egg. Quoting from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam (3.31.1): “The living entity,
the soul, is made to enter into the womb of
a woman through the particle of male
semen.” In the purport, Srila Prabhupada
restates this and expresses further: “This
process is applicable to all embodied living
entities.” My understanding of this is that
according to the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is
not possible for a living being to develop
unless an egg unites with a male sperm
cell, which contains the soul.

This view, however, seems incompat-
ible with parthenogenetic reproduction.
Quoting from Biology, 1st edition, by
H. Curtis, page 514:

Fertilization also activates the egg, initiating
its development. However, a variety of arti-
ficial stimuli, including the prick of a needle—
none of which contributes new material or
new information to the egg cell—have been
shown to activate eggs. In many species, in-
cluding sea urchins, frogs, turkeys, and even
rabbits, normal development can be com-
pleted in these fatherless organisms. In other
words, as these experiments show, the egg
alone contains everything necessary for de-
velopment. Fertilization is not necessary for
individual development but is important to
the species.

How do you account for offspring pro-
duced parthenogenetically? Apparently
they have either obtained a soul in some
way contrary to that stated in Srimad-
Bhdgavatam, or they have no soul, which
presents an even more serious discrepancy
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with Krsna conscious doctrine. I am very
interested in knowing your view of this
maltter.
Gordon Wieland
Louisville, Kentucky

OUR REepLY: The verse from Srimad-
Bhagavaram you cite describes only the
typical process of reproduction. It does
not say there are no other forms of repro-
duction in the plant or animal kingdoms.
All living organisms do have some form of
sexual reproduction, and thus Srila Prabhu-
pada is quite correct in saying that “this
process is applicable to all embodied living
entities.” Even bacteria, which normally
reproduce by dividing in half, do have a
process of sexual reproduction, known as
conjugation. As the example of bacteria
indicates, however, there are also many
processes of asexual reproduction. For ex-
ample, everyone knows that many higher
plants, such as strawberries, often repro-
duce asexually. Yet I do not think you
can say that this contradicts the Srimad-
Bhdgavatam.

I do not know of any explicit references
to parthenogenesis in the Bhagavatam,
but there are references to unusual forms
of reproduction that do not involve the
combination of sperm and egg in the nor-
mal fashion. T will cite two examples.

The first is the case of Gandhari, who
gave birth to one hundred sons. Srila
Prabhupada, describing how these sons
were born, comments on a verse in the
Bhagavatam’s First Canto (1.13.4): “[At
first] she [Gandhari] gave birth to a lump
of flesh only, but since she was a devotee
of Vyasadeva, by the instruction of Vyasa-
deva the lump was divided into a hundred
parts, and each part gradually developed
to become a male child.” This is like pro-
ducing many trees by planting branches
taken from one tree. It goes without saying

that the souls of the one hundred sons had
to enter the one hundred pieces of flesh at
some point. You should also note that
since the one hundred embryos developed
outside the womb, the Mahabharata (from
which Srila Prabhupada draws the infor-
mation about Gandhari) deserves priority
for giving the earliest known report of
test-tube babies.

The second example is the production
of the dwarf Bahuka from the dead body
of King Vena. The Srimad-Bhagavatam
(4.14.43) relates, “After making a decision,
the saintly persons and sages churned the
thighs of the dead body of King Vena with
great force and according to a specific
method. As a result of this churning, a
dwarf-like person was born from King
Vena's body.”

Here a viable human being was pro-
duced from a dead body that had been
preserved from decay by a special process.
Here again the soul entered its next body
without the aid of seminal fertilization.
The process seems similar to cloning, or
the production of a complete individual
from a single somatic cell of the parent
organism.

In conclusion, the general principle for
the reproduction of living organisms is
that the souls are placed in appropriate
bodies through the agency of higher au-
thorities (demigods), who act in accor-
dance with the law of karma. Thus,
whether or not this process involves the
union of a sperm and egg, it does not
depend solely on simple physical interac-
tions but involves the intervention of intel-
ligent agents who function under the
direction of the Supersoul, an expansion
of Lord Krsna. This is indicated in the
verse you cite (Srimad-Bhagavatarm 3.31.1),
where the soul is said to take on its new
body “under the supervision of the Supreme
Lord and according to the result of its

work.” gk

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD
51 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119



“Absolute Is Sentient”

(continued from page 25)

the walls and secure money. If I could do
this and print books, that would be better.”

Abhay felt his spiritual master speaking
to him in urgency, as if asking him to help
avert a disaster. But what could he do?

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta then said di-
rectly to Abhay, “Amar iccha chila kichu
bai karana”: “1 had a desire to print some
books. If you ever get money, print
books.” Standing by Radha-kunda and
beholding his spiritual master, Abhay felt
the words deeply enter his own life—*If
you ever get money, print books.”

December 1936

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta was in poor
health at Jagannatha Puri. Abhay was in
Bombay, and he wanted to write his Guru
Maharaja a letter. “He is a little kind upon
me,” Abhay thought. “He will understand
my request.” And he began to write:

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at
your lotus feet. You have got many disciples,
and 1T am one of them, but they are doing
direct service to you. Some of them are
brahmacaris, some of them are sannyasis,
but [ am a householder. 1 cannot. Sometimes
I give monetary help, while [ cannot give you
direct service. Is there any particular service
I can do?

Two weeks later, Abhay received a reply.

I am fully confident that you can explain in
English our thoughts and arguments to the
people who are not conversant with the lan-
guages of the other members.

This will do much good to yourself as well
as to your audience.

I have every hope that you can turn your-
self into a very good English preacher if you
serve the mission to inculcate the novel im-
pression of Lord Chaitanya’s teachings in
the people in general as well as philosophers
and religionists.

Abhay at once recognized this to be the
same instruction he had received at their
first meeting, in 1922. He took it as a con-
firmation. There was now no doubt as to
the purpose of his life. What his spiritual
master had said in Calcutta in 1922 had not
been a chance remark, nor had that been a
chance meeting. The instruction was the
same: “Turn yourself into a very good
English preacher. This will do much good
to yourself as well as your audience.”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
passed away from this mortal world on
January 1, 1937. e

The biography of Srila Prabhupdada con-
finues next month with an account of how
he began BAck TO GODHEAD magazine
singlehandedly.

THE YOGA DICTIONARY

The Sanskrit language is rich in words to communicate ideas about spiritual life, yoga, and
God realization. This dictionary, appearing by installments in BACK TO GODHEAD, focuses
upon the most important of these words (and, occasionally, upon relevant English terms) and
explains what they mean. (For a guide to proper pronunciation, please see page I.)

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
the great apostle of love of

Godhead whose teachings

form the essence of the present-day Hare
Krsna movement. He taught that the
highest object of worship, the Supreme
Lord, is Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who appeared
in Vrndavana as the son of Nanda Maha-
raja. Lord Caitanya recommended the
way the damsels of Vrndavana worshiped
Krsna as the highest mode of worship
of God. The perfect, spotless literature
for understanding God is the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, or Bhagavata Purana. And
the ultimate goal of life, Lord Caitanya
taught, is pure love of God.

Lord Caitanya's life, which began in
Bengal, India, in 1486, was one of ex-
traordinary devotion to Krsna. At an
early age, Lord Caitanya renounced the
comforts of home to devote Himself ex-
clusively to Krsna's service. He traveled
throughout India, especially southern
India, to teach the chanting of Hare
Krspa and the science of devotion to
Krsna. After these travels, He spent His
last years in the holy city of Puri, in the
province of Orissa, where He revealed
the highest ecstasies of love of Godhead
in the company of His most intimate dis-
ciples. He left the world at the age of 48.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada has described the life
and teachings of Lord Caitanya in detail
in his Teachings of Lord Caitanya and Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta (an English trans-
lation, with commentary, of an early
Bengali work).

Although Lord Caitanya presented
Himself in the role of a devotee of Krsna,
His followers accept Him to be identical
with Krsna Himself. To teach the science
of devotional service, to distribute love of
Godhead, and to taste the sweetness of
devotional service Himself, the Supreme
Lord appeared on earth in the role of His
own devotee. The scholarly followers of
Lord Caitanya ascertained His true iden-
tity and supported this with evidence
from Vedic literatures.

Although Lord Caitanya Himself was
renowned as a great scholar, He left in
writing only eight Sanskrit verses, which
are known as the Siksastaka. These pre-
sent the essence of His teachings. But
Lord Caitanya also instructed His follow-

ers in the details of the science of devo-
tion, and He requested them to write
books to explain this science further,
Lord Caitanya’s followers, therefore,
have left the world a rich treasury of lit-
erature to help us reestablish our re-
lationship with God, act in that relation-
ship, and ultimately attain pure love of
God.

The present Hare Krsna movement
strictly follows the teachings of Lord Cai-
tanya. It presents these teachings in
books in an ever-growing number of lan-
guages and shows how to follow these
teachings in the course of one’s own life.

Caitanya-bhagavata—a famous
book describing the pastimes of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. This biography of
Lord Caitanya was written in Bengali by
Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura. It par-
ticularly describes Lord Caitanya’s early
years.

Caitanya-caritamrta—a biography
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu written by
Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami. The
author of Caitanya-bhagavata summarized
Lord Caitanya’s life and then proceeded
to describe it in detail. But in due course
the book became voluminous, so he left
much of Lord Caitanya's later activities
untouched. It is these activities that Krsna-
dasa Kaviraja Gosvami therefore takes
up in Caitanya-caritamria. This book also
most vividly describes Lord Caitanya's
teachings. It is the best source of informa-
tion about the teachings of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja wrote Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta in his extreme old age. Be-
cause of some family disagreement, by
Krsna's arrangement he had left home
and gone to Vyndavana, the place on
earth most sacred to Lord Krsna. The
devotees there requested him to write
down the later pastimes of Lord Caitan-
ya, so at their request he wrote Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, aliterary treasure of
philosophy and devotion.

Caitanya-caritamrta is available in a
seventeen-volume English edition with
the original Bengali text, English equiva-
lents for each Bengali word, and a trans-
lation and extensive commentary by His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.
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RESTAURANTS: Adelaide—Govinda's, 13
Frome Street; Melbourne—Gaopal's, 237 Flinders Lane/
63 1578; Melbourne—Gopal's, 251 Malvern Rd.,
Prahran/ 240 0202; Newcastle—Gopal's, Lower Ground
Floor, 176 Hunter St./ (049) 63-1962; Parramatta—
Gopal's, 18A Darcy St./ (02) 635-0638; Sydney—
Mukunda's, 233 Victoria St., Darlinghurst/ 357 5162.
OTHER COUNTRIES: Auckland, New Zealand

= WORLD

Miyipur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-23-26.

RESTAURANTS: Stockholm—Govinda's (at
ISKCON Stockholm); Vienna—Govinda (at ISKCON
Vienna); Zoirich—Govinda, Brandschenkestrasse 12,
8002 Ziirich.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL: Belem, PA—PRua Cesario Alvim 795,
Jurunas, 66.000; Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais—Rua
Gongalves Dias 2411, Lurdes, 30,000/ (031) 335-1551;

‘Curitiba, Parand—Rua Pres Carlos Calvacante 1090, Sao

Francisco, 80.000; Fortaleza, CE—Rua Demetrio de Me-
nezes 4240, Apt. 15, Antonio Bexerra, 60.000; Pinda-
gaba, SP— Ave Dom Jodo Bosco 848, Santana,

(New Varshana)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai
Golfcourse) (mail: o R.D. 2, Kumeu)/ 412-8075;
Christchurch, New Zealand— 30 Latimer Sq./65689;

1 ka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: c/o P.O. Box 125)/

34/A, 9B Cmss, West of Chord Rd., Ra]a]ma,gar 2nd Stage,
560001 (mail: P.O. BuxSlBl)!BU‘HS Baroda, Gujarat—
18 Sujata Society Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 66499; Bhubaneswar,
Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/
53125; Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu
400 049/ 566-860; Calcutta, W. Bengal —3 Albert Rd.,
700 017/443757; Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna
Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674,
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal— Thakur Haridas
Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon,
Dist. 24 Pargonas; Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127,
781 001; Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nam-
pally Starion Rd., 500 001/ 51018; Imphal, Manipur—
Tiddim Rd., Shanghaiprou 795 001; Jaipur, Rajasthan—
Krishna Balardm Mandir Branch Office, 11C Bani Park,
Jai Singh Road; Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk
Garden Road, Madras 600 010; Mayapur, W. Bengal —
Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree
Miyapur Dham (District Nadia); New Delhi, U.P.—
M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 642058; Surat,
Gujarat—2i-A Dhawalgiri Apts., Athwa Lines, 395007/
87668; Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort PO,
695023; Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura/ 178,
FARMS: Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dabilpur
Village, Medchal Talug, Hyderabad Districr, 501 401;
Mivyipur, W. Bengal—(contact ISKCON Mayapur).
RESTAURANTS: Bombay—Hare Krishna
Land; Vrindavan— Krishna-Balarim Mandir.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Saga-
mona 17, Renon, Denpasar; Bangkok, Thailand—408, Soi
50, (Kasem Suwan), Sukumvit Rd.,/311-2634; Colombo,
Sri Lanka— 188, New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ 33325;
Hong Kong—5 Hornnnt:n St., Flat 23 Kowloon/ 3-
7111630 Jakarta, Ind Muka
Timur 80/ 4835-19; Kathmandu, Nqnl—&‘ﬁ Battis Putali,
Goshalla; Mandaue City, Philig 231 Pagsabungan
Rd., Basak, Cebu/ 83254; Manila, Philippines—1446
Looban St. Paco/ 593652; Selangor, Malaysia—No. 18
Jalan 6/6, off Jalam Anak Gassing, Petaling Jaya/ 564957;
Singapore—103, Wellington Rd., Sembawang, 2775;
Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave. (old Kakh), Shemstad St.,
No. 3/ 644-272; Tokyo, Japan—3-13-4 Kamirenjyaku,
Mitaka-shi, Tokyo T181/ (0422) 475847.

FARMS: Kiryat Tivon, Israel—Neve Hemed,
Hamisrah St., Kiryat Haroshet, 36925/ (04) 933672,
Luzon, Philippines—Comillas Cervantes, llocos, Sur.
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AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA: Adelaide—13-A Frome St., Adelaide

61-633, ext. 48; Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/
391 282.
FARM: Auckland, New Zealand— (contact New

Varshana).
RESTAURANT: Auckland—Gopal's, 1st Floor,
Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 34885,

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM: Bristol, England—11

Kensmgmn Park, Easton, Bristol 5/ 51 02 93; Glasgow,

land—571 Sauchiehall St., Charing Cross, Glasgow
G3 TPQY/ 041-221-5999; lmdon, England (city)—10
Soho St., London W1/ 01-437-3662; London, England
(country)— Bhakrivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath,
Watford, Hertsfordshire WD2 8EP/ Radlett 7244;
Manchester, England— 106 College Road, Whalley
Range, Manchester 16/ 061-881 1947, Worcester,
England—Chaitanya College at Croome Court, Severn
Stoke, Worcester WRE 9DW/ 090 567-214.

FARM: London, England—(contact Bhaktivedanta
Manor).

URANT: London—Healthy, Wealthy and
Wise, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-1835.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Amsterdam, Holland—
Keizersgracht 94/ 020-249 410; Antwerp, Belgium—25
Katelijnevest/ 031-320987; Athens, Greece—133 Sol-
onos; Catania, Sicily—Via Empedocle 84, 95100/ 095-
522- 15?. Copenh D Knabstrupvej 38,
2700 ansho}ml 238880 Dublin, Ireland—2 Belve-
dere Place, Dublin 1/ 743-767; Freiburg, Germany—
Center for Vedic Studies, c/o Soukup, Schauinslandstr. 4,
7801 Freiburg-Umkirch/ 07665-8857; Gallarate, Italy—
Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate 20131 (VA)/ 0331-783-268;
Githenburg, Sweden—Karl Gustavsgatan 19, 1125
Géthenburg/ 031-110955; Gradinge, Sweden— Korsnis
Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ 0753-29151; Heidelberg, W.
Germany—Kaiirfursten-Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/
06221-15101; Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Canary Is-
lands—Néstor de la Torre, 26—5.B; Madrid, Spain—
Veldsquez 24, 2da. dcha., Madrid 1/ 276-0447; Munich,
W. Germany— Veilchenweg 1, 8012 Miinchen-Otobrunn/
089-6014536; Paris, France—Chateau d' Ermenonville,
60440 Nanteuil le Haudouin 68950/ (4) 454-0026; Rome,
Ttaly—Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome 00144/
(06) 593-075; Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme,
Septon 5482/ 086-322480; Stockholm, Sweden—
Grevgatan 18, 114 53 Stockholm/ 08-623411; Strasbourg,
France—57, Ave. des Vosges, 67000 Strasbourg/ (88)
362409; Vienna, Austria—Govinda Kulturzentrum,
Lerchenfelderstrasse 17, A-1070 Wien/ (0222) 96 10 633;

5000, S. Australia/ (08) 223-2084; Brisbane—56 Bellevue
Terrace, St. Lucia 4066, Queensland (mail: P.O. Box 649,
Toowong 4066)/ (07) 370-7478; Melbourne,—197 Danks
St., Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O.
Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122; Newcastle— 108 Curry St.,
Merewether 2291/ (049) 63-1962; Perth—73 Alexandra
Rd., E. Fremantle, W. Australia 6158 (mail: P.O. Box
847, Fremantle WA 6160)/ (09) 339-7T111; Sydney—112
Darlinghurst Rd., King's Cross 2011, N.S.W. (mail: P.O.
Box 159)/ (02) 357-5162.

FARMS: Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper

Zirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/
(01) 69.33.88.

FARMS: Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W.
Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsithha-Ksetra)— (contact
ISKCON Munich); Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Man-
dala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11)
280018; Diidingen, Switzerland—[m Stillen Tal, CH
3186 Diidingen (FR)/ (037) 43.26.97; Florence, Italy
(Villa Vmdavana)—Via Comunaledegli Scopeti, no.
108, St. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano Val di Pesa
56030 (Firenze)/ 055-820054; Valencay, France (New

12.400; Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Eurico Lara 430, Menino
Deus, 90.000/ (0512) 237598; Recife, Pernambuco—
Ave. 17 de Agosto 257, Parnamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-
1908; Rio de Janeiro, R]—Estrada dos Trés Rios 654,
Jacarepagud, 22.700; Salvador, Bahia—Rua Alvaro
Adomo 17, Brotas, 40.000/ (071) 244-1072; Sio Paulo,
SP—Rua dos Franceses 323, Bela Vista, 01329/(011)
284-4075; Vitoria, ES—Escadaria Santos 29, Ladeira Sao
Bento, 29.000/ (027) 223-1311.

FARM: Pindamonhangaba, Sio Paulo (New
Gokula)—Ribeirao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400
Pindamonhangaba, S.P.)

MEXICO: Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector
Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78; Mexico City—Gob.
Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico,
D.E 18/ (905) 271-0132; Monterrey—General Albino
Espinoza, 345 Pte., Zona Centro, Monterrey, N.L./ 42 67
66; Puebla—Sierra Madre 9010, Colonia Maravillas,
Puehla; Vera Cruz— Calle 3, Carabelas No. 784,
Fraccionamiento Reforma.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Arequipa, Peru—Leticia
204; Bogot4, Colombia—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 255-
0842; Buenos Aires, Argentina—CC 80, 1602 Florida;
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ 46441; Concep-
cién, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150; Corriverton,
Guyana—Lot 3, Line Path E, Corriverton, Corentyne,
Berbice; Cuzco, Peru—Calle Plaza San Francisco No. 360
(altos); Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West
Coast Demerara; La Paz, Bolivia— Avenida Herando Siles
6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023; Lima, Peru—
Jiron Junin 415/ 28-94-91; Medellin, Colombia—Carrera
32, No. 54-42; Montevideo, Uruguay—Casilla 10,531,
Suc, Pluna; Panama, Republic of Panama—P.O. Box
6-29-54; Quito, Ecuador— Apdo. 2384, Calle Yasuni No.
404 (mail: P.O. Box 2384); 8t. Augustine, Trinidad and
Tobago—Gordon St. ar Santa Margarita Circular Rd./
B09-662-4605; San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 murs. sureste
de aptos Torre Blanca Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes de
Oca, Casa No, 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes,
Z-1002); San Salvador, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur
No. 15, Colonia Escalon; Santiago, Chile—Estudiantes
150; Santo Domingo, inican Republic—Calle
Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 688-7241;

FARMS: San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a
Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitdn, Dpto.
de La Libertad; Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne,
East Berbice.

RESTAURANTS: Cuzco, Peru—Calle Procura-
dores No. 36; Lima, Peru—Azangaro 149; San José,
Costa Rica— 50 metros al este de la casa amarilla,
Avenida 7, No. 1325; San Salvador, El Salvador—
Govinda’s, 7a. Calle Oriente No. 155; Santiago, Chile—
Govinda's (at ISKCON Santiago).

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA: Calgary, Alberta—429 Third Ave. N.E.,
T2E OH7/ (403) 269-1616; Edmonton, Alberta—8957
77th Ave., TSN 2N7/ (403) 466-9037; Montreal,
Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514)
527-1101; Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN
6V4/ (613) 233-1884; Regina, Saskatchewan—2817
Victoria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 352-8071; Toronto,
Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415;
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5]
3GB/ (604) 433-8216; Waterloo, Ontario—51 Amos
Ave., N2L 2W6/ (519) 888-7321.
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FARM: Hemingford, Quebec (New Nandagram)—

315 Backbrush Rd., RR. No. 2, JOL THO/ (514) 247-3429.

RESTAURANTS: Montreal—Sri Govinda, 3678
Saint Denis St./ (514)-843-8510; Ottawa— The Back
Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-460.

U.S.A.

EASTERN: Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de
Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680; Baltimore,
Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/
(301) 788-3883; Boston, Massachusetts (city)—72
Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ (617) 266-4922; Boston,
Mass. (country)—527 Canton St., Westwood, Mass.
02090/ (617) 326-9706; Cleveland, Ohio— 15720 Euclid
Ave., E. Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-9933; Gaines-
ville, Florida— 1208 S.W. 1st Ave., 32601/ (904) 371-
1579; Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hart-
ford, 06108/ (203) 528-1600; Hyannis, Massachusetts—
127 Ridgewoad Ave., 02601/ (617) 771-4244; Lake Hun-
tington, New York—F.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-
8332; Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave.,
Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184; Miami Beach,
Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 672-9687;
Newark, Delaware— 168 Elkton Rd., 19711/ (302) 453-
B510; New York, New York—846 Tth Ave., 10019/
(212) 246-3503; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Al-
lens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600; Providence, Rhode
Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010;
8an Juan, Puerto Rico—Box 215, Rt. 181, Gurabo,
Santa Rita, 00658; State College, Pennsylvania— 103 E.
Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867; Tallahassee,
Florida—831 W, Saint Augustine St., 32304/ (904) 222-
0790; Tampa, Florida— 1814 127th Ave., 33612/ (813)
071-0769; Towaco, New Jersey— 100 Jacksonville Rd.,
(mail: P. O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970;
Washington, D.C.— 10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac,
Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100.

CENTRAL: Baton Rouge, Louisiana—837 W.
McKinley St., 70803; Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt
Avg., 60626/ (312) 973-0900; Dallas, Texas— 5430 Gur-
ley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330; Detroit, Michigan—
383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000; E. Lansing,
Michigan—319 Grove St., 48823/ (517) 351-6603;
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., 77004/ (713) 516-
9860; New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave.,
70119/ (504) 488-7433; St. Louis, Missouri—3926
Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085.

WESTERN: Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart
St., 94705/ (415) 540-9215; Denver, Colorado— 1400
Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461; Fullerton, California—
1011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156; Honolulu,
Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (B0B) 595-3947; Laguna
Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-
7019; Los Angeles, California— 3764 Watseka Ave.,
90034/ (213) 558-9016; Portland, Oregon— 3818 South-
east Division St., 97202; San Diego, California— 1030
Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (714) 483-2500; San
Francisco, California— Bhaktivedanta Institute and Fel-
lowship, 1403 Willard St., 94117/ (415) 753-9704; Seattle,
Washington—400 18th Ave. E., 98112/ (206) 329-7011.

FARMS: Gainesville, Florida—Rt. 2, Box 24,
Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-3443; Gurabo, Puerto Rico
(New Govardhana Hill)—(contact ISKCON San Juan);
Hopland, California (New Mt. Kailas)—Route 175, Box
469, 95449/ (707) 744-1100; Hotchkiss, Colorado (New
Barshana)—P.O. Box 112, 81419/ (303) 527-4584;
Lynchburg, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka)—Rr. No. 1,
Box 146-A (Mulberry), 37359/ (615) 759-7058; Mounds-
ville, W. Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.D. No. 1, Box
319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600;
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—FP.O. Box 26, 96773/
(BOB) 595-3947; Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-
nagari)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/ (717) 527-2493, Zolfo
Springs, Florida (Krishna World)—Rt. No. 1, Box 254-
N, 33890/ (813) 735-0058;

REST. : Honolulu—Govinda's
Sandwich Shoppe, Makaloa Plaza, 1540 Makaloa St.,
96814/ (808) 942-8935; Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624
Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269;

St. Louis—(at ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161; San
Francisco— Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/
(415) 495-3083; San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775
Frederick St./ (415) 661-7290; San Francisco—The
Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703; San
Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda's, 1016 Ponce de Leon
Ave., Rio Piedras, 00925/ B09-765-4745; San Juan—
Tetuan 153, Viejo, San Juan/ 809-727-6926; Santa Cruz,
California—Gavinda's, 2— 1245 East Cliff Drive 95062/
(408) 475-9833; Washington, D.C.—Govinda's, 515 8th
St, 5.E., 20003/ (202) 543-9600.
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HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE

WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man
means “mind” and fra means “freeing.” So a
manitra is a combination of transcendental
sounds that frees our minds from anxiety.

Ancient India’s Vedic literature singles
out one mantra as the maha (supreme)
mantra. The Kali-santarana Upanisad ex-
plains, “These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare—are especially meant for counter-
acting the present age of quarrel and anxiety.”

Five centuries ago. while spreading the

~

mahda-mantra throughout India, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme Lord, in
Your name You have invested all Your
transcendental energies.”

The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-
mantra means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing
Lord, O energy of the Lord. please engage
me in Your devotional service.” Chant the
Hare Krsna mahd-mantra and your life will

be sublime. )
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5 EDITOR

Why Teaching Only About Krsna Makes Sense

Observers of the Krsna Consciousness
Society’s educational system often admire
the joyfulness of the Society’s children,
but they also sometimes criticize the devo-
tees for teaching “only about Krsna.” Of
course, Krsna conscious students learn
reading, writing, math, history, geog-
raphy, science, and so on, but all in rela-
tion to Krsna. And there is an important
reason for this—one that applies not only
to children but to adults as well, and not
only to followers of Krsna but to all living
beings.

Everything animate and inanimate is ul-
timately related to Krsna. When people
criticize Krsna conscious education as sec-
tarian or narrow-minded because it ex-
cludes anything not connected to Krsna,
they reveal their misunderstanding of
what is meant by “Krsna.” To one who un-
derstands Krspa according to the Vedic
scriptures, Krsna is indeed all things.

Krsna is a name for God, the Supreme
Being. As the Vedic literature describes,
everything in the universe—including all
living entities and all matter, from the
largest planet down to the atom—is but
an emanation from the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. Everything emanates
from Him, exists on His energy, and at the
time of annihilation merges back into
Him. Nothing, therefore, is apart from
Krsna, yet Krsna always maintains His
primeval personality intact and unchanged.

We can compare Krsna to a mine of
gold, and the multifarious forms of crea-
tion to golden objects—gold rings, gold
necklaces, and so on. Although qualita-
tively one with the gold in the mine, the
gold ring and the gold necklace are quan-
titatively different. Similarly, although all
things are one with Krsna, being emana-
tions of His energy, nothing can be abso-
lutely equal with Him.

We may also compare Krsna to the chief
engineer of a complex construction proj-
ect. Although he doesn’t watch his men
lay every brick and pour every ton of con-
crete, he still knows every job being done
and every piece of equipment in use, be-
cause it’s all under his supervision. In the
same way Krsna, the Supreme Engineer,
knows every nook and corner of the uni-
verse, although His agents and energies
are the ones who actually perform all the
cosmic functions.

Some people who consider themselves
religious say, “Teaching only about Krsna

is sectarian because Krsna is a Hindu
God.” But this statement reveals these crit-
ics themselves to be sectarian. God is not
the domain of a particular religion; He is
the Supreme Lord of all beings. Any child
receiving Krsna conscious education un-
derstands this basic truth, which somehow
eludes even highly educated religious lead-
ers. Krsna conscious education, therefore,
embraces and can unite all religions.

Other people superficially dismiss Krsna
as a mythological character or an ancient
philosopher. But actually Krsna is every-
thing. Sometimes people, impatient to
see God, demand that He show Himself,
even though they are unqualified to per-
ceive His transcendental form. But the
devotees of Lord Krsna, understanding
that God is all-pervading, are able to think
of Him always and see Him everywhere.
In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna instructs
His devotees to meditate on Him in all
things: “I am the taste of water, the light of
the sun and moon.”

When properly understood, therefore,
studying all things in relation to Krsna is
not shortsighted, uncultured, or incom-
plete. For example, philosophy and the
arts concern themselves with truth, beauty,
and knowledge. But Krsna, being Absolute
Truth, Absolute Beauty, and Absolute
Knowledge, is the object and culmination
of these various disciplines. The author,
artist, and philosopher may comprehend
through their work a small aspect of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, but their
achievements remain incomplete. The
devotee, however, is in love with the abso-
lute person Himself and comprehends Him
in His full feature of complete beauty,
knowledge, power, and wealth. The devo-
tee regards the work of the mundane artist
or the knowledge of the speculative philoso-
pher as mere shadows of the opulences
of the Absolute Personality of Godhead.
And the devotee appreciates such achieve-
ments for what they are: tiny manifestations
of Krsna's opulences. Thus the devotee
remains always targeted on the goal and
perfection of education, without being
diverted by the shadows.

Persons learned in various disciplines
can perfect their knowledge by linkingitin
service to the Supreme Lord. Srila
Prabhupada explains how this is possible:

All the sages and devotees of the Lord have
recommended that the subject matter of art,

science, philosophy, physics, chemistry,
psychology, and all other branches of knowl-
edge should be wholly and solely applied in
the service of the Lord. Art, literature,
poetry, painting, and so on may be used in
glorifying the Lord. . . . Similarly, science
and philosophy should also be applied in the
service of the Lord. There is no use in pre-
senting dry speculative theories for sense
gratification. Philosophy and science should
be engaged to establish the glory of the Lord.
Advanced people are eager to understand
the Absolute Truth through the medium of
science, and therefore a great scientist
should endeavor to prove the existence of
the Lord on a scientific basis. Similarly,
philosophical speculation should be utilized
to establish the supreme truth as sentient and
all-powerful. Similarly, all other branches of
knowledge should always be engaged in the
service of the Lord.

Thus a person who does not receive a
Krsna conscious education inevitably miss-
es the essence of education. He may hold a
Ph.D. from Harvard, but if he fails to use
his knowledge in the service of Krsna, he
remains ignorant of his own identity and
his relationship to God. Considering him-
self the body and the world a place for his
enjoyment, he remains an atheist, igno-
rant of God, the Absolute Truth.

According to the Vedic literature, the
Absolute Truth is the source of every-
thing, and the Bhagavad-gita confirms
that Lord Krsna is that Absolute Truth.
Thus by understanding Krsna, one can
have essential understanding of every-
thing. This is the philosophical basis of a
Krsna conscious education.

Practical or applied Krsna conscious
education teaches the student to use ev-
erything in Krsna's service. From the
Krsna conscious standpoint, therefore,
modern atheistic education is misguided,
in both its theory and its application.
Krsna consciousness, as the complete
theistic philosophy, brings one personal
fulfillment and happiness, and its practical
application can unite everyone and every-
thing with God, establishing universal
peace and harmony. Mundane education,
on the other hand, can never fully yield
the desired goals of enlightenment, fulfill-
ment, and happiness. Criticisms of Krsna
conscious education, therefore, come
from people who have only the most super-
ficial understanding of its breadth and
profound purpose. And a little learning is
a dangerous thing. —SDG
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Serious About Spiritual Life?
Curious About Yoga?
Meditation? Self-Realization?

Then we’d like you to know -more about the
publications of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust—
the world’s largest publisher of books on the
philosophy, religion, and culture of spiritual
India.

What do the ancient sages say about re-
incarnation? Karma? Life on other planets?
What about meditation? Transcendence? Mystic
powers? Here you'll find the same answers that
have fascinated philosophers, writers, artists,
and seekers of spiritual knowledge for
thousands of years.

What is the source of the universe? Why
am [ here? Where did I come from, and where
am I going? Is there life after death? And what
is life ultimately for?

The world’s oldest questions. And you'll
find the world’s oldest answers in the books of
the BBT.

We offer complete, authoritative
translations —with commentary — of original
Sanskrit literature. Spiritual classics like
Bhagavad-gita. The Upanisads. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

And we also have readable, easily under-
stood summary studies and essays that make
the most important ideas clear, easy to follow,
easy to make part of your life.

We have records, tape cassettes, children’s
books, cookbooks, calendars, posters—all
sorts of things you can use to become more
spiritually enlivened, more Krsna conscious.

With books from the BBT, you’ll get at the
essence of India’s ancient philosophy and cul-
ture. You'll have a way to stay on the spiritual
platform, to stay in touch with the Supreme.
And you'll be right in the middle of the most
deep and exciting ideas your intellect has ever
encountered.

No longer will words like karma, atma,
dharma, or nirvana merely be words you hear
but never fully understand. Now you’ll really

know what they mean, because you'll have
read the books from which they came.

With books from the BBT, you’ll person-
ally be receiving spiritual knowledge from Srila
Prabhupada, the scholar and pure devotee
who brought Krsna’s ancient teachings west
to give light in the modern world.

What is it people are finding in the Hare
Krsna movement? You'll be able to find out for
yourself—in the comfort and privacy of your
own home. You'll find simple, practical ways to
make your own life richer, more satisfying,
more spiritual and pure.

With these books, you'll be reading not
about the material world but about the spiritual
world, not about temporary illusions but
eternal truth.

And just by reading, you'll be making
progress on the path back to Godhead, the
spiritual road to self-realization and realization
of God, the way to the perfection of life.

So if you're serious—or even just
curious— then send us the coupon below. Fill
itin, clip it out, and put it in the mail today.
We’ll send you our latest catalog so you can
learn more about the wonderful books we have
to offer. It’s entirely free. So do it now, and
we’ll send you a copy right away.

ISKCON Educational Services
3764 Watseka Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90034

BTG Dept. 17-6

[JYes! Please send me the latest catalog of books
from the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. I understand
that it's absolutely free.

NAME

ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP

If you prefer not to cut this page, go ahead and send your catalog request
an a separate piece of paper.
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The Hare Krsna Feast
And Festlval

= Visit a place
where dancing
and singing
and playing musical
8 instruments for God
I is a way of life.

Spend an evening talking
to people who care about
ALY life’s important questions—and who can
give you a book that has the answers.

>l e Share in a ceremony
of worship millions of years old,

which you can learn to perform

in your own home. §

. —  Taste an out-of-this-world feast
@ =zl cooked for the Lord entirely with
"'?T @{\u fresh vegetarian ingredients—

| and served to you free in
g ’ %  a congenial, festive atmosphere.

Join us
this Sunday and every Sunday
at your nearest Hare Krsna center.

(See directory on page 30 for the center nearest you.)





