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COVER: Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold. In the hills of West Virginia. devotees of
Lord Krsna dedicated seven years to create this memorial to His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder and spiritual guide of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness. The Palace is an artistic achievement
beautified by 8,000 square feet of 22-karat gold leaf, 40 different kinds of marble
and onyx, hand-carved teakwood furniture from India, ancient Chinese vases, 42
chandeliers of Austrian and Czech crystal, and more. Now, in a place you'd least
expect, as you round a bend on a road in West Virginia, you'll find “The Taj Mahal
of the West”—Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold. (Photo: Yaduvara dasa)

ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD: “Godhead is light” has always been BACK TO GODHEAD's byword—"Nescience is darkness. Where
there is Godhead there is no nescience.” Godhead means the source of everything, and this journal is meant to assist readers in
cultivating practical, scientific realization of Godhead. To this end BACK TO GODHEAD explores the ideas presented in ancient
India’s Vedic literatures, especially Bhagavad-gita. As the Gitd itself informs us, “When one is enlightened with the knowledge by

which nescience is destroyed, then his knowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights up everything in the daytime.”
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ACHOI &
OF DESTINIES

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
speaks with Jon Nordheimer of The New York Times
in a conversation recorded in September 1972 at New Vrindaban,
the Society’s farm community near Wheeling, West Virginia.

Srila Prabhupada: When we speak of Krsna,
we mean God. Everyone has some vague idea
of God, but no clear idea. Therefore God de-
scends to show what He is. If we speculate on
God, someone will think one thing and another
person will think another. This is the result of
speculation. But if God Himself comes and shows
Himself as He is and speaks about Himself, that is
perfect knowledge. This Krsna consciousness
movement is spreading that message.

In Bhagavad-gita God Himself is speaking
about Himself: “I am like this; My form is like
this; My activities are like this; My address is this
and that. If you like, you can come back to Me.
There is no restriction—everyone can come to
Me." All this information is there in Bhagavad-
gita, where God speaks about Himself and pre-
sents Himself as He is. We have simply to take that
information; then we can understand Him. And
when we understand God, Krsna, we can go back
to Him. It is a very simple thing. Krsna says,

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so 'rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental nature of My
appearance and activities does not, upon leaving
the body, take his birth again in this material
world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.”
[Bhagavad-gita, 4.9]

So God is there; that’s a fact. Anyone can go back
to Him and live an eternal life full of bliss and knowl-
edge simply by knowing about it. When God Him-
self comes, all great dcaryas, stalwart men, accept
Him: “Yes, He is God.” If we simply understand
God, we make a solution to all our problems.

Because we are part and parcel of God, we are
qualitatively equal with Him. God is eternal, and
we are eternal. God is blissful, and we are blissful.
God is full of knowledge; we are also full of knowl-
edge. Unfortunately, we are hampered by this
material body. Therefore our problem is how to
get out of this material body and come to our spiri-
tual body. The spiritual body is there, just as our
real body is present underneath our shirt and coat.
I, you, and every one of us is a spiritual spark, part
and parcel of God, and we are placed within a
gross body and a subtle body. When this particular
gross body is finished, we are carried by the subtle
body into another gross body. That is called trans-
migration of the soul. And when we finally get
free from the subtle body also, we go back home,
back to Godhead. It is that easy.

A human being should therefore endeavor to
get out of the gross and subtle bodies, attain a spiri-
tual body, and go back home. That should be the
aim of human endeavor. Not that we should sim-
ply live like animals. Animals cannot get out of the
gross and subtle bodies, because to extricate one-
self one must know in fact what God is. An animal

(continued on page 26)
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IN THE HILLS OF WEST VIRGINIA

PRABHUPADA'’S
PALACE OF GOLD

The Appalachian hills provide the setting for
an ornate palace dedicated to the great spiritual master
who brought love of Krsna to the West.

by YOGESVARA DASA
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ust around a bend in the road, crown-

ing a lush green hill surrounded by
valleys and forests in the West Virginia
panhandle, stands Prabhupada'’s Palace of
Gold, a handcrafted seven-years-in-the-
making miracle of inlaid marble walls
and floors, stained-glass windows, crystal
chandeliers, and a three-hundred-ton
gold-leafed dome that glitters like a sec-
ond sun. In the words of one commentator
for The Today Show, *You won't believe
your eyes.”

How did it get there? Who built it? And
why? Such questions never fail to cross the
minds of the half million visitors who
come from all over the world each year to



see “The Taj Mahal of the West.” The Pal-
ace was built by the devotees of New Vrin-
daban, the West Virginia farm community
of the International Society for Krishna

Consciousness (ISKCON), as a memorial
to ISKCON's founder and spiritual guide,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

Apart from its architectural and artistic
appeal, the Palace is also a place of wor-
ship where devotees of Lord Krsna honor
their spiritual master, a lifelong devotee of
God, for his work of establishing Krsna
consciousness—Ilove of God—around the
world.

How much is the Palace worth? Some

ed 10 to 15 million dol-
quick to add that such
work just isn’t done any more, so an accu-
rate estimate is difficult. So far, the
tees have actually invested only $600,0
for construction materials and equipment.
And they did the work themselves.
Where did the money come from? Dur-
ing the seven years of construction more
than 200 community members and sup-
porters raised it through private donations
and from the Palace’s thriving tourism.
Also helpful were contributions from
the Hindu community (who see Krsna
temples as their *home away from home™)
and income from commissioned work by

experts have gues
lars, but they

1M ANDERSON

devotee artists, such as the mural in
Wheeling's c Center, painted by New
Vrindaban resident Muralidhara dasa (see
page 19).

The New Vrindaban community was
started in 1968 by Srila Kirtandnanda
Swami Bhaktipada, one of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s first disciples. Srila Bhaktipada
came to West Virginia to set up a farm that
would demonstrate the principles of
Krsna conscious life: simple living, based
on nature and the cows, balanced by “high
thinking”—in short, a life dedicated to the
service of God, free from the dependen-
cies of consumer civilization. Such a place,
he hoped, would also be a pilgrimage site,
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Detail from wrought-iron gates at the | ——
Palace (above) shows the skill of devotee tTrtIrr e i ;
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the Palace reveals some of the 8,000 e ———— A Ml b s L7 e i‘&
square feet of 22-karat gold leaf that
highlights the building’s surface. Six
hundred gilded balusters encircle the
Palace at its base.
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a Western version of Vrndavana, the vil-
lage in India where Lord Krsna appeared
five thousand years ago.

But how does an elaborate r palace
fit in with such nonmateriali aspira-
tions? Devotees explain that simplicity in
their own lives does not rule out opulence
in the worship of God or His representa-
tives. They also view the Palace as a land-
mark of Krsna culture, where interested
people can learn the basic principles of
spiritual life. And the Palace also serves as RN
a place of celebration. Annual festivals T ] 5 W I
draw tens of thousands of pilgrims to at- f :
tend ceremonies, plays, and feasts cooked
in huge kitchens behind the Palace.

In its design the Palace is unique. While
most churches and cathedrals reflect the
orthodox motifs of their culture, the Pal-
ace is a blending of Eastern and Western
styles, as if to say that service to God is the
universal principle of all religions. While
the Eastern roots of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement can be seenin the intricate
latticework, peacock windows, and tradi-
tional marble patterns, the movement’s
presence in the West is reflected in the
castlelike railings, cathedral-inspired
arches, and bright color combinat

The Palace actually started out in 1973
to be a simple home for Srila Prabhupada,
who had come to America eight years ear-  jiv anperson
lier, at age sixty-nine, to spread the
teachings of Lord Krsna. When Srila
Prabhupada passed away in 1977, Srila
Bhaktipada decided to make it into a
memorial, and the residents of New Vrin-
daban set out to transform a home into a
palace.

Without any prior training in construc-
tion, masonry, or the other skills needec
for such a task, the devotees set to work. : SdowsiMarble for

-e and help along the way, mported from
they learned architecture, bricklaying, various parts of the world.

JIM ANDERSON

JIM ANDERSON
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carpentry, plumbing, electrical work,
casting, marble cutting and polishing,
stained-glass making, and landscaping.
Mothers with their children, men young
and old, friends and neighbors—each per-
son worked in the spirit of Bhagavad-gita,
the main text of Krsna devotees:

All that you do, all that you eat, all that you

offer and give away, as well as any sacrifice

that you may perform, should be done as an
offering to Me.

The winters were often bitter cold.
Earth turned to mud ankle-deep, and
some of the less hardy left the farm in de-
feat. The work went on, however, fired by
Srila Bhaktipada’s vision of a holy place in
the hills of West Virginia, and the dream
slowly became a reality.

A Tour of the Palace

What makes the Palace shine so brightly
is its outer covering of 22-karat gold leaf—
8,000 square feet of sheets one thousandth
of an inch thick, protected by four layers
of shellac. Entering the Palace through
one of two main doors, we find ourselves

YOGESVARA DASA

beneath an arched ceiling painted as a Hi-
malayan landscape. Devotee artists air-
brushed the large areas and then added
details by hand. They assembled 11,000
pieces of Austrian crystal to make the
forty-two chandeliers that illuminate the
main hallway. Each chandelier is color-
coordinated to match the stained-glass
windows.

For the walls and floors of the Palace,
devotees imported forty different kinds of
marble and onyx from Italy, France, Tur-
key, and Brazil. They cut the large raw
slabs into more than 20,000 smaller
picces, polished them all, and shaped
them into delicate inlaid designs. Then
each ensemble was polished and fitted
into place. In all, the 35,000 square feet of
the Palace display 254 tons of marble.

The first room we see down the left hall-
way is the reception room, with fur-
nishings handcrafted at New Vrindaban’s
marble shop. Here we see photo dis-
plays of Srila Prabhupada’s worldwide
missionary activities. The door is fitted
with sand-blasted glass, designed and

Sand-blasted glass pane (left), stained-
glass windows (below), and fine
marble inlays (bottom) show expertise
the devotees acquired during the

seven years they spent working to build
the Palace.

YAMARATA DASA

executed at the community’s stained-glass
workshop.

Each of the Palace’s four peacock
windows contains more than 1,800 hand-
shaped pieces of glass. Stones from Czecho-
slovakia further decorate each window. In
India, peacocks are regarded as creatures
of good fortune, and Lord Krsna is easily
recognized by the peacock feather in His
hair. :

Continuing down the left hallway, we
see the kitchen, where devotees cook
vegetarian foods according to ancient reci-
pes. The food is prepared six times daily
and offered to Srila Prabhupada in the
main temple as an act of devotion.

Once we reach the back hallway, we
look out onto twenty acres of sculpted
gardens and a terrace that serves as a stage
for devotional plays and concerts. The ter-
race is the roof of an underground mall
that houses a restaurant, a museum, a li-
brary, and a display area where devotees
demonstrate their crafts. Beyond the
gardens is a guest pavilion, with a large
meeting hall and sixty rooms.

BACK TO GODHEAD 7



This gold-leafed teakwood door

right) leads to the main hall from
$rila Prabhupada’s study.
study itself (below) gu
molded form of
posed at his work of translating
the Sanskrit Vedic scriptur
into English.

mstalled a Iltellke form of brlld Prabhu-
pada posed at his work of translating the
Sanskrit scriptures of Krsna consciousness
into English. In his lifetime Srila Prabhu-
pida published seventy volumes of
tional literature, which universities across
the country have acquired as standard ref-
erence works. (Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
ciples have translated his writings into
sixteen langua ) It took devotees more
than two years to complete the walls of the
/. The teakwood furniture was carved
a devotee family in Bombay. The
vasu. of ancient Chinese origin, were do-
nated by one of Srila Prabhupada’s dis-

ciples, Alfred Ford, the great-grandson of

Henry Ford.

In the next room, Srila Prabhupada’s
bedroom. we see walls made of Italian
Botticino marble inlaid with onyx. The
ceiling was painted by devotees lying on
their backs, Michelangelo-style. The nine
hundred flowers decorating the walls took
a devotee artist four months to paint.

In the center of the
temple. Here daily
take place, lit by
chandelier gold-plated by New Vrindaban
craftspeople. Paintings on the ceiling de-

BACK TO GODHEAD
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An antique French
chandelier lights the
*eiling of the main hall
of worship (right). The

chandelier depicts Lord
Krsna dancing with

the cowherd damsels of

Vrndavana. The other
large mura
Lord Caita
incarnation of
chanting the Hare Kr
mantra and dd!‘ll.ll'l[_ with
His close associates
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Devotees and guests
fountain
e gardens
[]ett! Srila Blmktlpadd

that with the Palace
New Vrindaban has
begun to reveal itself as
“a place of pilgrimage in
the Western world, a
place where people can
come and see spiritual
life in action.™

pict scenes from the pastimes Lord Krsn:
performed when He was present on
this planet five thousand years ago. The
two central paintings show Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu chanting God’s holy names
in India five hundred years ago and
Lord Krsna dancing with His most inti-
mate devotees, the cowherd damsels of
Vrndavana.

Adorning the walls of the temple are
paintings of the saintly teachers who in re-
cent generations have transmitted the an-
cient science of Krsna consciousness for
the benefit of mankind. Srila Prabhupada,
thirty-second in the disciplic line of teach-
ers from Lord Krsna, presides over the
temple from a gilded throne beneath a
dome of cast gypsum and 4,200 pieces of
cut glass.

Some Often-Asked Questions

When people tour the Palace, they usu-
ally have lots of questions about the ideas
and practices of the devotees and about
their international Society.

What is the meaning of the shaved head and
robes?

Devotees of Lord Krsna have tradition-
ally shaved their head a sign of renun-

ciation, an indication that their concern is
for the eternal beauty of the soul and not
the temporary appearance of the body.

The robes are the devotees' traditional
uniform, orange and saffron for celibate
students, white for married students.
What is the mark the devotees wear on their
foreheads?

BACK TO GODHEAD 9
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Fireworks fill the night sky (above) during
dedication ceremonies for the Palace, in
1980. At left, Srila Prabhupada presides
over the main temple from a throne of
gold and marble. Says Srila Bhaktipada,
“The Palace is to Srila Prabhupada what a
beautiful setting is to a diamond.”

Devotees anoint their bodies with sa-
cred clay from the original Vrndavana in
India as a reminder that the body is a
temple of God. The mark, called tifaka, is
also a reminder that the mission of human
life is service to the Supreme Lord.

What are the vows of a devotee?

To receive initiation into Krsna con-
sciousness a person must abstain from
meat, fish, and eggs; from intoxicants, in-
cluding coffee, tea, and cigarettes; fromil-
licit sex; and from gambling. Initiated
devotees also chant the Hare Krsna man-
tra on prayer beads and attend temple
ceremonies that begin at 4:15 A.M.

Do devotees accept Jesus Christ?

Devotees who worship Krsna as God
accept Jesus Christ as the son of God and

'3

sincerely try to put his teachings to work in
their daily lives.

How is Krsna consciousness different from
Christianity?

There is no difference in essence, for
the common platform of all religions is
love of God. Devotees worship the same
one God of all creation glorified in the
Bible. The teachings of the Bible and
those of Bhagavad-gita are essentially the
same: worship the Lord of creation and do
everything as an offering to Him. But
there are differences also. For example,
some Christians believe that animals
have no souls. The Krsna conscious scrip-
tures, however, say that since the life
symptoms visible in humans are also
visible in animals, the animals also have
souls, and man’s predominance over
animals is not a sanction to slaughter them
but a mandate to protect them. This is the
philosophical basis of the cow protection
program at New Vrindaban.

Why do you put a statue of your spiritual
master on the altar?

The Krsna conscious scriptures explain
that God’s representative should be hon-

ored as highly as God Himself, because he
is very dear to God. The spiritual master
spreads God's word and has no selfish mo-
tive in his life. By honoring the spiritual
master and following his teachings, devo-
tees imbibe his elevated qualities and
advance in their own spiritual lives.

How do you educate your children?

The Krsna consciousness movement
has opened several primary and secondary
schools for academic and religious instruc-
tion. Devotee children learn all the ba-
sics—reading, writing, arithmetic, history,
geography—but also receive training in
the principles of religion: cleanliness, hon-
esty, compassion, and self-control. There
is hardly any television, but devotee chil-
dren have much to replace it. Every week
they take hikes. go swimming, learn to
play musical instruments, and take partin
the feasts and festivals of the community.
And most of them are academically on a
par with children two or three grades
older.

What are your plans for the future?

That’s a pretty big question. For the an-
swer, please turn to page 27. o

BACK TO GODHEAD 11
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The Biography of a Pure Devotee

SWAMIJI IN
SAN FRANCISC

A New Frontier for Krsna Consciousness

January, 1967: San Francisco International Airport.
An enthusiastic throng of young people chanting Hare Krsna
welcomes Srila Prabhupada to the West Coast.

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

With Krsna consciousness flourishing on
New York’s Lower East Side, Srila Prabhu-
pada felt he could entrust the New York
center to his followers and expand the
movement west. His envoy, Mukunda
dasa, had found a place for a temple in San
Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district, and
now Srila Prabhupada was on his way to
new preaching adventures.

As the United Airlines jet descended
on the San Francisco Bay area,
Srila Prabhupada turned to his disciple
Ranacora and said, “The buildings look
like matchboxes. Just imagine how it
looks from Krsna’s viewpoint.”

Srila Prabhupada was seventy-one
years old, and this had been his first air
trip. Ranacora, nineteen and dressed in a
suit and tie, was supposed to be Srila
Prabhupada’s secretary. He was a new
disciple but had raised some money and
had asked to fly to San Francisco with
Prabhupada.

During the trip Srila Prabhupada had
spoken little. He had been chanting:
“Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.” His right hand
in his cloth bead bag, he had been finger-
ing one bead after another as he chanted
silently to himself. When the plane had
first risen over New York City, he had
looked out the window at the buildings
growing smaller. Then the plane had en-
tered the clouds, which to Prabhupada

From Srila Prabhupada-Itlamyrta, by Sat-
svaripa dasa Goswami. © 1981 by the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

12 BACK TO GODHEAD

had appeared like an ocean in the sky. He
had been bothered by pressure blocking
his ears and had mentioned it; otherwise
he hadn’t said much, but had only chanted
Krsna’s names over and over. Now, as the
plane began its descent, he continued to
chant, his voice slightly audible—"“Krsna,
Krsna, Krsna . . ."—and he looked out
the window at the vista of thousands of
matchbox houses and streets stretching in
charted patterns in every direction.

When the announcement for United
Airlines Flight 21 from New York came
over the public-address system, the group
of about fifty hippies gathered closer to-
gether in anticipation. For a moment they
appeared almost apprehensive, unsure of
what to expect or what the Swami would
be like.

Roger Segal: We were quite an assorted
lot, even for the San Francisco Airport.
Mukunda was wearing a Merlin the Ma-
gician robe with paisley squares all around,
Sam was wearing a Moroccan sheep robe
with a hood—he even smelled like a
sheep— and I was wearing a sort of blue,
homemade Japanese samurai robe with
small white dots. Long strings of beads
were everywhere. Buckskins, boots, army
fatigues, people wearing small, round sun-
glasses—the whole phantasmagoria of San
Francisco at its height.

Only a few people in the crowd knew
Swamiji: Mukunda and his wife, JanakT;
Ravindra Svartipa; Raya Rama—all from
New York. And Allen Ginsberg was
there. (A week before, Allen had been
one of the leaders of the Human Be-In in
Golden Gate Park, where over two
hundred thousand had come together—

“A Gathering of the Tribes . . . for a joy-
ful pow-wow and Peace Dance.”) Today
Allen was on hand to greet Swami Bhakti-
vedanta, whom he had met and chanted
with several months before on New York’s
Lower East Side.

Swamiji would be pleased, Mukunda
reminded everyone, if they were all chant-
ing Hare Krsna when he came through the
gate. They were already familiar with the
Hare Krsna mantra. They had heard
about the Swami’s chanting in the park in
New York, or they had seen the article
about Swamiji and the chanting in the lo-
cal underground paper, The Oracle. Earli-
er today they had gathered in Golden
Gate Park—most of them responding to a
flyer Mukunda had distributed—and had
chanted there for more than an hour be-
fore coming to the airport in a caravan of
cars. Now many of them—also in re-
sponse to Mukunda’s flyer—stood with
incense and flowers in their hands.

As the disembarking passengers en-
tered the terminal gate and walked up the
ramp, they looked in amazement at the re-
ception party of flower-bearing chanters.
The chanters, however, gazed past these
ordinary, tired-looking travelers, search-
ing for that special person who was
supposed to be on the plane. Suddenly,
strolling toward them was the Swami,
golden-complexioned, dressed in bright
saffron robes.

Prabhupiada had heard the chanting
even before he had entered the terminal,
and he had begun to smile. He was happy
and surprised. Glancing over the faces, he
recognized only a few. Yet here were fifty

(continued on page 30)
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Plain Living, High Thinking

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Srila Kirtanananda Swami
Bhaktipada, and Kulasekhara dasa took
place in New Vrindaban in June of 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: The Western civiliza-
tion is a nasty civilization, artificially
increasing the necessities of life. For ex-
ample, take the electric light. The electric
light requires a generator, and to run the
generator you need petroleum. Assoon as
the petroleum supply is stopped, every-
thing will stop. But to get petroleum you
have to painstakingly search it out and
bore deep into the earth, sometimes in the
middle of the ocean. This is ugra-karma,
horrible work. The same purpose can be
served by growing some castor seeds,
pressing out the oil. and putting the oil
into a pot with a wick. We admit that you
have improved the lighting system with
electricity, but to improve from the castor-
oil lamp to the electric lamp you have to
work very hard. You have to go to the
middle of the ocean and drill and then
draw out the petroleum, and in this way
the real goal of your life is missed. You are
in a precarious position, constantly dying
and taking birth in various species of life.
How to get free of this cycle of birth and
death—rhis is your problem. And this
problem is meant to be solved in the
human life. You have advanced intelli-
gence for self-realization, but instead of
using your advanced intelligence for self-
realization, you are utilizing it to improve
from the castor-oil lamp to the electric
lamp. That’s all.

Kulasekhara dasa: People would say that
your suggestion is impractical. Besides,
electricity does many other things besides
produce light. Most of our modern com-
forts depend more or less on electricity.
Srila Prabhupada: In this life you may be
living very comfortably, but in the next life
you might become a dog.

Srila Kirtanananda Swami: People don’t
believe that.

Srila Prabhupada: Whether they believe it
or not, it is a fact. For example, a boy does
not know that he is going to grow into a
young man, but his mother and father
know. If the boy says, “No, I'm not going
to become a young man,” that is childish.
The father and mother know that the boy
will grow into a young man and that they
should educate him so he can be properly
situated. This is the guardians’ duty. Simi-
larly, when we talk of transmigration of
the soul, a rascal may say, “I don’t believe

init,” but it is still a fact. A rascal, a mad-
man, may say transmigration is not a fact,
but the real fact is that he’ll have to accept
another body according to the quality of
his endeavor in this life (karanam guna-
sango 'sya sad-asad-yoni-janmasu).

Srila Kirtanananda Swami: What if some-
one says, “This life of growing the castor
seeds is very difficult, and farming in
general is very difficult. It is easier to go to
the factory for eight hours, come home
with my money, and enjoy.”

Srila Prabhupada: You may enjoy, but by
enjoying you forget your real goal in life.
Is that intelligent? You have been given
the human body to improve your next life.
Suppose you become a 'dog in your next
life. Is that success? You must know the
science of Krsna consciousness. Then, in-
stead of becoming a dog, you will become
like God.

Kulasekhara dasa: Once, at John Lennon’s
estate in London, you said that the tractor
is the cause of so much of the trouble to-
day. It took all the work from the young
men and forced them to go to the city for
work, and they became entangled in sense
gratification. I've noticed that life in the
country is simpler, more peaceful. It's
easier to think of spiritual life.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The country is less
disturbing, less taxing on the brain. Just
work a little for your food, and the rest of
the time engage yourself in Krsna con-
sciousness. This is ideal life.

[Srila Prabhupada holds up a flower.]
See the minute fibers in this flower. Can
anyone manufacture this in a factory—
such small fibers? And how brilliant the

color is! If you study only one flower, you
become God conscious. There is a ma-
chine that you call “nature,” and from this
machine everything is coming. But who
has built this machine?

Kulasekhara dasa: In London you said
people don’t know that the flowers are
painted by Krsna—with thought.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Do you think that
without an artist the flowers can come out
so beautiful? This is foolish. What is na-
ture? It is Krsna’'s machine. Everything is
being done by the machine of Krsna.

So improve your mode of living at New
Vrindaban. Live in an open place, pro-
duce your own food grains, produce your
own milk, save time, chant Hare Krsna,
Plain living, high thinking: ideal life. But if
you increase the artificial necessitics of
your life—your so-called comforts—and
forget your real work of Krsna conscious-
ness, that is suicidal, We want to stop this
suicidal policy. Of course, we don’t insist
that people stop the modern advancement
of technology. We just present the simple
formula given by Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu:* Chant Hare Krsna. Even in your
technological factory you can chant. What
is the difficulty? You can go on pushing the
buttons on your machine and simultane-
ously chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
Srila Kirtanananda Swami: And if people
take up the chanting, gradually they will
give up the technology?

Srila Prabhupada: Of course.

Srila Kirtanananda Swami: So you're sow-
ing the seeds of their destruction.

Srila Prabhupada: No, not destruction;
rather construction. The repetition of
birth and death, the constant change of
bodies—this is destruction. But by our
method, you live forever—tyakiva deham
punar janma naiti: you don’t get another
material body. But without Krsna con-
sciousness, tatha dehantara-praptih: you
have to accept another body, which means
suffering. So, which is better? To accept
material bodies, one after another, or to
accept no more material bodies? If we fin-
ish our suffering with this body, that is in-
telligent, and if we create another body for
further suffering, that is unintelligent.
But unless you understand Krsna, you
have to accept another body. There is no
alternative. g

*An incarnation of Krsna who appeared in
Bengal, India, five hundred years ago and
taught love of God through the congregational
chanting of the Hare Krsna manrra.
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the *‘cream of the Vedic literatures’’ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER SEVEN
Scheduled Incarnations
with Specific Functions

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord
Brahma continues to tell his son and disciple Narada of Lord Krsna's in-
carnations. First he describes the pastimes of Lord Ramacandra, and then
those of Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself.

TEXT 24

T AL EEHATF AT
aw aqaiqd aEg R |
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yasma adad udadhir idha-bhaydrga-vepo
margari sapady ari-purari haravad didhaksoh

ditre suhrn-mathita-rosa-susona-drstyd
tatapyamana-makaroraga-nakra-cakrah

yasmai—unto whom; adat—gave; udadhih—the great Indian Ocean;
idha-bhaya—affected by fear; anga-vepah—bodily trembling;
margam—way; sapadi—quickly; ari-puram—the city of the enemy;
hara-vat—like that of Hara (Mahadeva); didhaksoh—desiring to burn
to ashes; diire—at a long distance; su-hrt—intimate friend; mathita—
being aggrieved by; rosa—in anger; su-Sona—red-hot; drstyd—by such
a glance; tatapyamana—burning in heat; makara—sharks; uraga—
snakes; nakra—crocodiles; cakrah—circle.

TRANSLATION

The Personality of Godhead Ramacandra, being aggrieved for
His distant intimate friend [Sita], glanced over the city of the
enemy Ravana with red-hot eyes like those of Hara [who wanted to
burn the kingdom of heaven], The great ocean, trembling in fear,
gave Him His way because its family members, the aquatics like the
sharks, snakes and crocodiles, were being burnt by the heat of the
angry red-hot eyes of the Lord.

PURPORT

The Personality of Godhead has every sentiment of a sentient being,
like all other living beings, because He is the chief and original living en-
tity, the supreme source of all other living beings. He is the nitya, or the
chief eternal amongst all other eternals. He is the chief one, and all
others are the dependent many. The many eternals are supported by the
one eternal, and thus both the eternals are qualitatively one. Due to such
oneness, both the eternals constitutionally have a complete range of sen-
timents, but the difference is that the sentiments of the chief eternal are
different in quantity from the sentiments of the dependent eternals.

When Ramacandra was angry and showed His red-hot eyes, the whole
ocean became heated with that energy, so much so that the aquatics
within the great ocean felt the heat, and the personified ocean trembled
in fear and offered the Lord an easy path for reaching the enemy’s city.
The impersonalists will see havoc in this red-hot sentiment of the Lord
because they want to see negation in perfection. Because the Lord is ab-
solute, the impersonalists imagine that in the Absolute the sentiment of
anger, which resembles mundane sentiments, must be conspicuous by
absence. Due to a poor fund of knowledge, they do not realize that the
sentiment of the Absolute Person is transcendental to all mundane con-
cepts of quality and quantity, Had Lord Ramacandra's sentiment been of
mundane origin, how could it disturb the whole ocean and its inhab-
itants? Can any mundane red-hot eye generate heat in the great ocean?
These are factors to be distinguished in terms of the personal and imper-
sonal conceptions of the Absolute Truth. As it is said in the beginning of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the Absolute Truth is the source of everything,
so the Absolute Person cannot be devoid of the sentiments that are
reflected in the temporary mundane world. Rather, the different senti-
ments found in the Absolute, either in anger or in mercy, have the same -
qualitative influence, or, in other words, there is no mundane difference
of value because these sentiments are all on the absolute plane. Such sen-
timents are definitely not absent in the Absolute, as the impersonalists
think, making their mundane estimation of the transcendental world.

TEXT 25
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vaksah-sthala-sparsa-rugna-mahendra-vaha-
dantair vidambita-kakubjusa ddha-hdsam

sadyo ’subhih saha vinesyati dara-hartur
vispharjitair dhanusa uccarato 'dhisainye

vaksah-sthala—chest; sparfa—touched by; rugna—broken; maha-
indra—the King of heaven; vdha—the conveyor; dantaih—by the
trunk; vidambita—illuminated; kakup-jusah—all directions thus being
served; dha-hasam—overtaken by laughter; sadyah—within no time;
asubhih—by the life; saha—along with; vinesyati—was killed; 'ddra-
hartuh—of the one who kidnapped the wife; vispharjitaih—by the tin-
gling of the bow; dhanusah—bow; uccaratah—strolling fast;
adhisainye—in the midst of the fighting soldiers of hoth sides.

TRANSLATION

When Ravana was engaged in the battle, the trunk of the
elephant which carried the King of heaven, Indra, broke in pieces,
having collided with the chest of Ravana, and the scattered broken
parts illuminated all directions. Rivana therefore felt proud of his
prowess and began to loiter in the midst of the fighting soldiers,
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Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 2, Ch. 7

thinking himself the conqueror of all directions. But his laughter,
overtaken by joy, along with his very air of life, suddenly ceased
with the tingling sound of the bow of Rimacandra, the Personality
of Godhead.

PURPORT

However powerful a living being may be, when he is condemned by
God no one can save him, and, similarly, however weak one may be, if he
ig protected by the Lord no one can annihilate him.

TEXT 26

Rt graEegfatiae:
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bhimeh suretara-varitha-vimarditayah
klesa-vyaydya kalaya sita-krsna-kesah

jatah karisyati jananupalaksya-margah
karmani cdtma-mahimopanibandhanani

bhiimeh—of the entire world; sura-itara—other than godly persons;
varitha—soldiers; vimarditdyah—distressed by the burden; klesa—
miseries; vyaydya—for the matter of diminishing; kalayd—along with
His plenary expansion; sita-krsna—not only beautiful but also black;
kesah—with such hairs; jatah—having appeared; karisyati—would act;
jana—people in general; anupalaksya—rarely to be seen; margah—
path; karmani—activities; ca—also; atma-mahima—glories of the Lord
Himself; upanibandhandni—in relation to.

TRANSLATION

When the world is overburdened by the fighting strength of
kings who have no faith in God, the Lord, just to diminish the dis-
tress of the world, descends with His plenary portion. The Lord
comes in His original form, with beautiful black hair. And just to
expand His transcendental glories, He acts extraordinarily. No one
can properly estimate how great He is.

PURPORT

This verse is especially describing the appearance of Lord Krsna and
His immediate expansion, Lord Baladeva. Both Lord Krsna and Lord
Baladeva are one Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord is omnipo-
tent, and He expands Himself in innumerable forms and energies, and
the whole unit is known as the one Supreme Brahman. Such extensions
of the Lord are divided into two divisions, namely personal and differen-
tial, The personal expansions are called the visnpu-tattvas, and the dif-
ferential expansions are called the jiva-fattvas. And in such expansional
activity, Lord Baladeva is the first personal expansion of Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

In the Visnu Purdna, as well as in the Mahabharata, both Krsna and
Baladeva are mentioned as having beautiful black hair, even in Their ad-
vanced age. The Lord is called anupalaksya-margah or, in still more
technical Vedic terms, avdn-manasd gocarah: one who is never to be
seen or realized by the limited sense perception of the people in general.
In the Bhagavad-gita (7.25) it is said by the Lord, naham prakasah sar-
vasya yogamaya-samavrtah. In other words, He reserves the right of not
being exposed to anyone and everyone. Only the bona fide devotees can
know Him by His specific symptoms, and out of many, many such
symptoms, one symptom is mentioned here in this verse, that the Lord is
sita-krsna-kesah, or one who is observed always with beautiful black
hair. Both Lord Krsna and Lord Baladeva have such hair on Their heads,
and thus even in advanced age They appeared like young boys sixteen
years old. That is the particular symptom of the Personality of Godhead.
In the Brahma-sarihita it is stated that although He is the oldest per-
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sonality among all living entities, He always looks like a new, youthful
boy. That is the characteristic of a spiritual body. The material body is
symptomized by birth, death, old age and diseases, but the spiritual body
is conspicuous by the absence of those symptoms. Living entities who
reside in the Vaikunthalokas in eternal life and bliss have the same type
of spiritual body, without being affected by any signs of old age. It is de-
scribed in the Bhagavatam (Canto Six) that the party of Vignudiitas who
came to deliver Ajamila from the clutches of the party of Yamardja ap-
peared like youthful boys, corroborating the description in this verse. It
is ascertained thus that the spiritual bodies in the Vaikunthalokas, either
of the Lord or of the other inhabitants, are completely distinct from the
material bodies of this world. Therefore, when the Lord descends from
that world to this world, He descends in His spiritual body of dtma-
mayd, or internal potency, without any touch of the bahiranga-maya, or
external, material energy. The allegation that the impersonal Brahman
appears in this material world by accepting a material body is quite ab-
surd. Therefore the Lord, when He comes here, has not a material body,
but a spiritual body. The impersonal brahmajyoti is only the glaring
effulgence of the body of the Lord, and there is no difference in quality
between the body of the Lord and the impersonal ray of the Lord, called
brahmajyoti.

Now the question is why the Lord, who is omnipotent, comes here to
diminish the burden created upon the world by the unserupulous kingly
order, Certainly the Lord does not need to come here personally for such
purposes, but He actually descends to exhibit His transcendental ac-
tivities in order to encourage His pure devotees, who want to enjoy life
by chanting the glories of the Lord. In the Bhagavad-gita (9.13-14) it is
stated that the mahatmads, great devotees of the Lord, take pleasure in
chanting of the activities of the Lord. All Vedic literatures are meant for
turning one’s attention towards the Lord and His transcendental ac-
tivities. Thus the activities of the Lord, in His dealings with worldly
people, create a subject matter for discussion by His pure devotees.

TEXT 27

T SHlae  AgErERAT-
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tokena jiva-haranarh yad uliki-kayas
trai-mdasikasya ca pada sakato ’pavrtiah

yad ringatantara-gatena divi-sprsor va
unmitlanarh tv itaratharjunayor na bhavyam

tokena—by a child; jiva-haranam—XKilling a living being; yat—one
which; ulaki-kayah—assumed the giant body of a demon; trai-
masikasya—of one who is only three months old; ca—also; padd—by
the leg; Sakatah apavrttah—turned over the cart; yai—one who;
ringatd—while crawling; antara-gatena—being overtaken; divi—high
in the sky; sprsoh—touching; vd—either; unmalanam—uprooting;
tu—but; itaratha—anyone else than; arjunayoh—of the two arjuna
trees; na bhavyam—was not possible.

TRANSLATION

There is no doubt about Lord Krgna's being the Supreme Lord,
otherwise how was it possible for Him to kill a giant demon like
Piitani when He was just on the lap of His mother, to overturn a
cart with His leg when He was only three months old, to uproot a
pair of arjuna trees, so high that they touched the sky, when He
was only crawling? All these activities are impossible for anyone
other than the Lord Himself.

PURPORT

One cannot manufacture a God by one’s mental speculation or by
numerical votes, as has become a practice for the less intelligent class of
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men. God is God eternally, and an ordinary living entity is eternally a
part and parcel of God. God is one without a second, and the ordinary liv-
ing entities are many without number, All such living entities are main-
tained by God Himself, and that is the verdict of the Vedic literatures.
When Krena was on the lap of His mother, the demon Piitana appeared
before His mother and prayed to nurture the child in her lap. Mother
Yasoda agreed, and the child was transferred onto the lap of Piitand, who
was in the garb of a respectable lady. Ptana wanted to kill the child by
smearing poison on the nipple of her breast. But when everything was
complete, the Lord sucked her breast along with her very air of life, and
the demon’s gigantic body, said to be as long as six miles, fell down. But
Lord Krsna did not need to expand Himself to the length of the she-
demon Patang, although He was quite competent to extend Himself more
than six miles long. In His Vamana incarnation He posed Himself as a
dwarf brahmana, but when He took possession of His land, promised by
Bali Maharaja, He expanded His footstep to the top of the universe, ex-
tending over thousands and millions of miles. So it was not very difficult
for Krsna to perform a miracle by extending His bodily feature, but He
had no desire to do it because of His deep filial love for His mother,
Yaéoda. If Yadoda had seen Krgna in her lap extending six miles to cope
with the she-demon Pitan, then the natural filial love of Yasoda would
have been hurt because in that way Yasodd would have come to know
that her so-called son, Krena, was God Himself. And with the knowledge
of the Godhood of Krsna, Yadodamayi would have lost the temper of her
love for Krena as a natural mother. But as far as Lord Krgna is con-
cerned, He is God always, either as a child on the lap of His mother, or as
the coverer of the universe, Vaimanadeva. He does not require to hecome
God by undergoing severe penances, although some men think of becom-
ing God in that way. By undergoing severe austerities and penances, one
cannot become one or equal with God, but one can attain most of the
godly qualities. A living being can attain godly qualities to a large extent,
but he cannot become God, whereas Krsna, without undergoing any type
of penance, is God always, either in the lap of His mother or growing up
or at any stage of growth,

So at the age of only three months He killed the Sakat_.isura, who had
remained hidden behind a cart in the house of Yasodamayi. And when
He was crawling and was disturbing His mother from doing household
affairs, the mother tied Him with a grinding pestle, but the naughty
child dragged the pestle up to a pair of very high arjuna trees in the yard
of Yaéodamayi, and when the pestle was stuck between the pair of trees,
they fell down with a horrible sound. When Yasodamayi came to see the
happenings, she thought that her child had been saved from the falling
trees by the merey of the Lord, without knowing that the Lord Himself,
crawling in her yard, had wreaked the havoc. So that is the way of
reciprocation of love affairs between the Lord and His devotees.
Yasodamayi wanted to have the Lord as her child, and the Lord played
exactly like a child in her lap, but at the same time played the part of the
Almighty Lord whenever it was so required. The beauty of such pastimes
was that the Lord fulfilled everyone's desire. In the case of felling the
gigantic arjuna trees, the Lord's mission was to deliver the two sons of
Kuvera, who were condemned to become trees by the curse of Narada, as
well as to play like a crawling child in the yard of Yasodd, who took tran-
scendental pleasure in seeing such activities of the Lord in the very yard
of her home.

The Lord in any condition is Lord of the universe, and He can act as
such in any form, gigantic or small, as He likes.

TEXT 28
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yad vai vraje vraja-pasin visatoya-pitan
palams tv ajivayad anugraha-drsti-vrstya

tac-chuddhaye ’fi-visa-virya-vilola-jihvam
uccatayisyad uragar viharan hradinydm

yat—one who; vai—certainly; vraje—at Vrndivana; vraja-pasin—
the animals thereof; visa-toya—poisoned water; pitdn—those who
drank; palan—the cowherd men; tu—also; ajivayat—brought to life;
anugraha-drsti—merciful glance; vrstyd—by the showers of; tat—that;
Suddhaye—for purification; ati—exceedingly; visa-virya—highly
potent poison; vilola—Ilurking; jihvam—one who has such a tongue;
uccatayisyat—severely punished; uragam—unto the snake; viharan—
taking it as a pleasure; hradinydm—in the river.

TRANSLATION

Then also when the cowherd boys and their animals drank the
poisoned water of the River Yamuna, and after the Lord [in His
childhood] revived them by His merciful glance, just to purify the
water of the River Yamuna He jumped into it as if playing and
chastised the venomous Kiliya snake, which was lurking there, its
tongue emitting waves of poison. Who can perform such her-
culean tasks but the Supreme Lord?

TEXT 29
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tat karma divyam iva yan nisi nikSaydnam
davagnind Suci-vane paridahyamadne
unnesyati vrajam ato ‘vasit@nta-kalam
netre pidhapya sabalo ‘nadhigamya-viryah

tat—that; karma—activity; divyam—superhuman; iva—like; yat—
which; nisi—at night; nihSaydnam—sleeping carefreely; dava-
agnind—by the glare of the forest fire; suci-vane—in the dry forest;
paridahyamane—being set ablaze; unnesyati—would deliver; vrajam—
all the inhabitants of Vraja; atah—hence; avasita—surely; anta-
kalam—last moments of life; netre—on the eyes; pidhapya—simply by
closing; sa-balah—along with Baladeva; anadhigamya—unfathomable;
viryah—prowess,

TRANSLATION

On the very night of the day of the chastisement of the Kiliya
snake, when the inhabitants of Vrajabhiimi were sleeping
carefreely, there was a forest fire ablaze due to dry leaves, and it
appeared that all the inhabitants were sure to meet their death. But
the Lord, along with Balarama, saved them simply by closing His
eyes. Such are the superhuman activities of the Lord.

PURPORT

Although in this verse the Lord’s activity has been described as
superhuman, it should be noted that the Lord’s activities are always
superhuman, and that distinguishes Him from the ordinary living being.
Uprooting a gigantic banyan or arjuna tree and extinguishing a blazing
forest fire simply by closing one’s eyes are certainly impossible by any
kind of human endeavor. But not only are these activities amazing to
hear, but in fact all other activities of the Lord, whatever He may do, are
all superhuman, as confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (4.9). Whoever
knows the superhuman activities of the Lord, due to their very transcen-
dental nature, becomes eligible to enter the kingdom of Krsna, and as
such, after quitting this present material body, the knower of the tran-
scendental activities of the Lord goes back home, back to Godhead.

TEXT 30
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[Canto 2, Ch. 7, Text 32]

TS PAAISE TG YA Mt
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grhnita yad yad upabandham amusya mata
Sulbarh sutasya na tu tat tad amusya mati

yaj jrmbhato 'sya vadane bhuvanani gopi
samviksya Sankita-manah pratibodhitasit

grhnita—by taking up; yat yat—whatsoever; upabandham—ropes
for tying; amusya—His; matd—mother; $ulbam—ropes; sutasya—of
her son; na—not; tu—however; tat tat—by and by; amusya—His;
mati—was sufficient; yat—that which; jrmbhatah—opening the mouth;
asya—of Him; vadane—in the mouth; bhuvanani—the worlds; gopi—
the cowherd woman; samviksya—so seeing it; Sarikita-manah—
doubtful in mind; pratibodhita—convinced in a different way; dsit—was
so0 done,

TRANSLATION

When the cowherd woman [Krsna’s foster mother, Yafoda] was
trying to tie the hands of her son with ropes, she found the rope to
be always insufficient in length, and when she finally gave up, Lord
Krsna, by and by, opened His mouth, wherein the mother found
all the universes situated. Seeing this, she was doubtful in her
mind, but she was convinced in a different manner of the mystic
nature of her son.

PURPORT

One day Lord Krsna as the naughty child disturbed His mother
Yadods, and she began to tie up the child with ropes just to punish Him.
But no matter how much rope she used, she found it always insufficient.
Thus she became fatigued, but in the meantime the Lord opened His
mouth, and the affectionate mother saw within the mouth of her son all
the universes situated together. The mother was astonished, but out of
her deep affection for Krsna she thought that the Almighty Godhead
Niriyana had kindly looked after her son just to protect Him from all the
continuous calamities happening to Him. Because of her deep affection
for Krsna, she could never think that her very son was Nardyana, the
Personality of Godhead Himself. That is the action of yogamadya, the in-
ternal potency of the Supreme Lord, which acts to perfect all the
pastimes of the Lord with His different types of devatees. Who could play
such wonders without being God?

TEXT 31
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nandarii ca moksyati bhayad varunasya pasad
gopan bilesu pihitan maya-sinund ca

ahny dprtam nisi saydnam atiSramena
lokarh vikuntham upanesyati gokulari sma

nandam—unto Nanda (the father of Krsna); ca—also; moksyati—
saves; bhayat—from the fear of; varunasya—of Varuna, the demigod
of water; pasat—from the clutches of; gopan—the cowherd men;
bilesu—in the caves of the mountain; pihitan—placed; maya-sinuna—
by the son of Maya; ca—also; ahni dpriam—being very engaged during
the daytime; nisi—at night; Sayanam—lying down; atisramena—be-
cause of hard labor; lokam—planet; vikuptham—the spiritual sky;
upanesyati—He awarded; gokulam—the highest planet; sma—cer-
tainly.

TRANSLATION

Lord Krsna saved His foster father, Nanda Maharija, from the

fear of the demigod Varuna and released the cowherd boys from
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the caves of the mountain, for they were placed there by the son of
Maya. Also, to the inhabitants of Vrndivana, who were busy work-
ing during daytime and sleeping soundly at night because of their
hard labor in the day, Lord Krsna awarded promotion to the high-
est planet in the spiritual sky. All these acts are transcendental and
certainly prove without any doubt His Godhood.

PURPORT

Nanda Maharija, the foster father of Lord Krsna, went to take his bath
in the River Yamuni in the dead of night, mistakenly thinking that the
night was already over; thus the demigod Varuna took him to the Varuna
planet just to have a look at the Personality of Godhead Lord Krsna, who
appeared there to release His father. Actually there was no arrest of
Nanda Mahirija by Varuna because the inhabitants of Vrndavana were
always engaged in thinking of Krsna, in constant meditation on the Per-
sonality of Godhead in a particular form of samadhi, or trance of bhakti-
yoga. They had no fear of the miseries of material existence. In the
Bhagavad-gita it is confirmed that to be in association with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead by full surrender in transcendental love frees
one from the miseries inflicted by the laws of material nature. Here it is
clearly mentioned that the inhabitants of Vrndavana were extensively
busy in the hard labor of their day’s work, and due to the day's hard
labor they were engaged in sound sleep at night. So practically they had
very little time to devote to meditation or to the other paraphernalia of
spiritual activities. But factually they were engaged in the highest spiri-
tual activities only. Everything done by them was spiritualized because
everything was dovetailed in their relationship with Lord Sri Krsna. The-
central point of activities was Krgna, and as such the so-called activities
in the material world were saturated with spiritual potency. That is the
advantage of the way of bhakti-yoga. One should discharge one’s duty on
Lord Krsna's behalf, and all one’s actions will be saturated with Krsna
thought, the highest pattern of trance in spiritual realization.

TEXT 32
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gopair makhe pratihate vraja-viplavaya
deve 'bhivarsati pasiin krpaya riraksuh

dhartocchilindhram iva sapta-dinani sapla-
varso mahidhram anaghaika-kare salilam

gopaih—by the cowherd men; makhe—in offering a sacrifice to the
King of heaven; pratihate—being hampered; vraja-viplavdya—for
devastating the whole existence of Vrajabhiimi, the land of Kysna's
pastimes; deve—by the King of heaven; abhivarsati—having poured
down heavy rain; pasin—the animals; krpayd—by causeless mercy
upon them; riraksuh—desired to protect them; dharta—held up; uc-
chilindhram—uprooted as an umbrella; iva—exactly like that; sapta-
dinani—continuously for seven days; sapta-varsah—although He was
only seven years old; mahidhram—the Govardhana Hill; anagha—
without being tired; eka-kare—in one hand only; salilam—playfully,

TRANSLATION

When the cowherd men of Vrndivana, under instruction of
Krsna, stopped offering sacrifice to the heavenly King, Indra, the
whole tract of land known as Vraja was threatened with being
washed away by constant heavy rains for seven days. Lord Krsna,
out of His causeless mercy upon the inhabitants of Vraja, held up
the hill known as Govardhana with one hand only, although He
was only seven years old. He did this to protect the animals from
the onslaught of water.

(continued in next issue)



YAMARATA DASA

Muralidhara dasa works on “French Explorers,” one of two murals he has painted for the Wheeling,
West Virginia, Civic Center. He donated the $5,000 fee for this painting to Prabhupada’s Palace.

Wheeling, West Virginia—A 12-foot by
20-foot mural entitled “French Explorers™
has been painted by Muralidhara dasa, a
devotee at the New Vrindaban farm com-
munity, for the Wheeling Civic Center.
Rejecting the undisciplined modern styles
that often adorn public buildings today,
Muralidhara painted the mural (the first
of two he’s doing for the Civic Center) in
the classical style of old masters like Rem-
brandt, Rubens, and Michelangelo. The

$5,000 Muraltdhara received for his mural
he donated for ornamenting Prabhu-
pada’s Palace.

For some ten years Muralidhara has
been painting illustrations for the books of
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. Says Muralidhara of
his art, “I have a desire to paint as a pure
instrument representing God, Krsna, and
through art to bring His beauty out.” (For
more on Muralidhara, please see page 24.)

The Honorable J.B. Pattanaik (second row,
center), the chief minister of Orissa; His Holi-
ness Gaura-Govinda Swami (to his right), di-
rector of [SKCON's Bhuvane$vara center; and
stage director K. C, Pattanaik (to the minister’s
left) pose with members of the cast of Prahldda.

Chief Minister of Orissa
Joins Devotees for
Krsna’s Appearance Féte

Bhuvanesvara, India—For two days in
this capital city of the state of Orissa, more
than two thousand devotees and guests
celebrated Janmastami, the Appearance
of Lord Krsna, with chanting, danc-
ing, plays, readings from scripture, and
feasting.

Noted stage director Sri Krishna Charan
Pattanaik offered a performance of the
life of the great devotee Prahlada, enacted
by devotees and local supporters. The
evening’s festivities were inaugurated by
the Honorable Janaki Ballava Pattanaik
(no relation to Krishna Charan), the chief
minister of Orissa and a life member of
ISKCON. In his speech the chief min-

ister emphasized the accomplishments of
ISKCON’s founder-acarya, Srila Prabhu-
pada, who laid the cornerstone of the
Bhuvanesvara temple in January 1977.

Mahabharata Times
Debuts in Great Britain

London—The official debut of the Maha-
bharata Times, a publication sponsored by
ISKCON for Indian people in Great
Britain, recently took place at the home of
Dr. 8. K. Dutta, an ISKCON life member.
Among the guests were several members
of Parliament. Mr. David Lane, chairman
of the British government’s Commission
for Racial Equality, came to express his
gratitude to the Mahabharata Association
of the United Kingdom for its successful
work in race relations between England’s
British and Asian communities. The Maha-
bharata Association is the branch of
ISKCON that deals with Indian community
affairs.

With a circulation starting at 25,000 and
projected to double within a few months,
the Mahabharata Times is Britain’s largest
publication for Indians. It aims at presery-
ing the cultural and spiritual traditions of
the two million Indian people residing in
Great Britain.

Advertisements purchased by the Indian
community pay for the monthly magazine,
and the Mahabharata Youth Clubs, which
are part of the Mahabharata Association,
distribute it nationwide.

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krena conscious devolees follow a spirilual calendar that
divides the year inlo twelve monihs, pach named lor a
differant form of Krsna. The devolees al the ISKCON can-
1er nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of the
festivals listed hore.

YYaar 485 Caitanyn Era—Monh of Viimana
Juna 27 June 28 July 1

Disappearanca of Srila ‘Yogin Ekadasi {fasting Disappearance of Srila
Srivass Panditn, from gr beans), Pandita_
Disappoarance of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thékura
{fmsting till noon).
July 2 uly 3

ST Gungicd-marjana Ratha-yiird of Lord Jaganndthi,

(cleansing of the Gungea | Disappearance of Srila SvarGpa Dimaodara
tempa). Gosvami.

Disappearance of Srila Svinanda Sona.

July 7 Jduly 11 July 13

Banjull Mahd-cvildadi
{fasting from grains and
baans).

Hera-pancarmi Roturn Yitrd of Lord

BACK TO GODHEAD 19



The PeopleWhol

Ask anyone who lives near the New
Vrindaban farm community, Who
built Prabhupada’s Palace? and chances
are they'll say, “Oh, the Hare Krsnas
builtit.” Ask the devotees, and they’ll all
say, “Srila Kirtanananda Swami Bhakti-
pada built the Palace. We just helped
him.” And ask Srila Bhaktipada himself,
and he’ll likely say, “Lord Krsna built it,
working through the devotees.”

These answers are all correct in their own
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way. First, the building of the Palace was in-
deed the work of the Krsna devotees at New
Vrindaban. During the seven years it took
to complete, everyone pitched in with
whatever talents and energy he could bring
to bear. Some spent day after day crouched
on a scaffold, painstakingly applying gold
leaf, Others poured and mixed concrete by
hand, even in the bitter-cold West Virginia
winters. Still others carved wood and glass,
painted ceilings, cast architectural orna-

“An offering of love at every moment.”

ments, landscaped the grounds, or cut and
laid marble. Though modest in size com-
pared to the great cathedrals of Europe
and the magnificent temples of India,
Prabhupada’s Palace ranks beside them as
an expression of collective devotion and
sacrifice of the highest order.

But the Palace is first and foremost an
expression of Srila Bhaktipada’s devotion
to his spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

by




[t was Srila Bhaktipada who started the
New Vrindaban community, at the request
of Srila Prabhupada, back in 1968; it was
Srila Bhaktipada who conceived and devel-
oped the idea of the Palace; and it was Srila
Bhaktipada who personally guided, encour-
aged, and inspired the devotees through
every step of the arduous construction. So,
in an important sense, Srila Prabhupada’s
Palace is also Srila Bhaktipada's palace.

Finally, devotees of Krsna understand

Built the Palace

i

" by DRAVIDA DASA

that ultimately it is Krsna Himself who
built Prabhupada’s Palace. When Krsna
sees that His devotees have a strong desire
to perform a certain service for Him—es-
pecially one that glorifies His most exalted
servitor—He empowers them to do it and
provides all necessities in abundance. So it
was Lord Krsna, through His various en-
ergies, who supplied the marble, the ce-
ment, the gold, and even the muscle and
intelligence the devotees used to build the

Palace. But the devotion, the love, and
the strong determination to push through
all difficulties and create something won-
derful to glorify Srila Prabhupada—these
the devotees themselves brought to the
task. And it is these qualities that glow
from every inch of the Palace.

On the following pages we meet a few of
the many devotees whom Krsna especially
empowered to build Srila Prabhupada’s
Palace of Gold.
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f we were to try to single out one person

responsible for Prabhupada’s Palace,
the only possible choice would be His
Divine Grace Kirtanananda Swami Bhakti-
pada. One of the first and most inti-
mate disciples of Srila Prabhupada, Srila
Bhaktipada began the New Vrindaban
farm community in 1968 at his request and
nurtured it through its first few difficult
years.

In 1971 he left New Vrindaban for some
time to travel around the United States by
bus, teaching the message of Krsna con-
sciousness in colleges and universities and
through the media.

By 1972 Srila Bhaktipada had returned
to New Vrindaban, and in 1973 he began
to contemplate how to fulfill a desire Srila
Prabhupada had for the community: the
construction of a temple on each of seven
of the farm’s hills. Srila Bhaktipada ex-
plains how the Palace grew out of this
project: “In 1973 we were getting ready to
start a temple for Krsna at the Govindaji
site down at Bahulabana [the principal
farm at New Vrindaban]. We had already
done the preliminary excavation work and
dug a little footer. But I began to think,
“This is not very proper. We are building a
home for Krsna, but actually in our com-
munity there is no home for Srila Prabhu-
pada.’ So I thought, ‘Let us build a home
for Srila Prabhupada, because that is the
proper way to approach Krsna.” If we
want to render service to Krsna, we first
have to render service to His devotee.

“So we began. But as we worked on
Prabhupada’s home, it began to take
on the shape of a palace. So the Palace
gradually developed.”

During the first years of the Palace con-

rt for Bhagavatananda dasa, struc-
tural engineer and sculptor for the
Palace, found its meaning in a Sanskrit
scripture praising the Supreme Lord,
Krsna. “There Krsna is described as
vidagdha,” he explains, “meaning ‘He
who lives wonderfully at the height of beau-
tiful artistic craftsmanship.” That same
book explains how, since each of us is part
and parcel of Krsna, we each possess the
qualities of Krsna in minute degree. I hap-
pen to have a little artistic ability, so I've
made it my purpose in life to glorify Krsna
with my craft—to create a beautiful place
for Krsna and His pure devotee Srila
Prabhupada to live in and be worshiped.”
Bhagavatananda (formerly Joseph
Cappelletti of Norristown, Pennsylvania)
came to New Vrindaban from New York
City in 1970 and helped Srila Bhaktipada
construct the first few houses in the fledg-
ling community. By 1972 they were plan-
ning out Srila Prabhupada’s residence,
which gradually grew into the Palace.
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VIDYANANDA DASA

struction, men and money were scarce,
and the seemingly impossible task of
building an elaborate Vedic temple in the
hilly backwoods of West Virginia would
have stopped an ordinary man cold. Not
Srila Bhaktipada. His intense devotion
and love for Srila Prabhupada, and his
equally intense desire to see him glorified
royally, kept the devotees enthusiastic to
complete the project.

“Srila Bhaktipada was everywhere,” re-
lates one devotee who worked on the Pal-
ace from the beginning. “He was ferrying
devotees and supplies up and down the
three-mile road from the main farm to the
Palace; he was making sure we all had
prasadam [sanctified food] during those
long marathon nights before the grand op-
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VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

ening two years ago; he was observing our
work to make sure we did it as he wanted it
done—perfect for Prabhupada. He was
always encouraging us, inspiring us, and,
when necessary, chastising us.”

As Srila Bhaktipada said in a recent in-
terview with Professor Harvey Cox of
Harvard Divinity School: “In graduate
school I was simply approaching [religion]
from the academic point of view, like try-
ing to know the taste of honey by licking
the bottle on the outside. So in the end I
decided that rather than simply record
religious history, I would make religious
history.” Srila Bhaktipada has certainly
made religious history by building
Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold, and by all
indications this is only the beginning.

Over the past six years, Bhagavata-
nanda has assumed a variety of duties in
the Palace construction, from engineering
the massive 300-ton dome to sculpting the
peacocks, elephants, and ornamental
pieces that adorn the walls and columns.
His present assignment is the design and
execution of The Garden of Time, which
will include a revolving circular fountain
that traces in four-foot-high figurines the
soul’s journey from birth to death to
reincarnation.

Bhagavatananda sees the significance
of the Palace in cultural as well as devo-
tional terms. *Architecture reflects the
stability and historicity of a people or tra-
dition,” he explains. “The Palace is a monu-
ment to the Lord’s pure devotee Srila
Prabhupada; but it is not a mere memorial
to someone no longer present. Itis a living
tribute to the greatness of his work. Itis a
place of daily worship, and proof that his
mission of establishing Krsna culture
around the world is being fulfilled.”



ityodita dasa (formerly Carlos

Ordonuz of Buffalo, New York) did
construction work on the Palace almost
from its inception eight years ago. Like
nearly all the devotees who built the Pal-
ace, he learned his skills on the job, mix-
ing and laying cement by hand and using
pick and shovel for excavation during the
many months before the acquisition of
machinery.

He recalls how the plans for the Palace
changed over the years: “When we first
started work on the Palace, it wasn’t going
to be a Palace at all. It was simply planned
as a modest yet comfortable country home
for Srila Prabhupada. But as the project
developed, Srila Bhaktipada kept making
the plans more and more elaborate—all
for the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada. We
all felt that actually we weren’t building
the Palace so much as the Palace was
building us into better devotees. Our de-
votion to Krsna was developing by our
helping Srila Bhaktipada offer something

Of all the people who took part in the
P

alace construction, few are as fa-
miliar with the details as Sanatha-devi
dasi (formerly Susanne Parmelle of Wash-
ington, D.C.), who shared in the research
and design and supervised much of the la-
bor. A graduate in structural engineering
from Pratt Institute in New York City, she
was responsible for drawing up working
blueprints for approval by state and coun-
ty officials, and for coordinating the ef-
forts of the other workers—marble layers,
stained-glass fitters, plumbers. electri-
cians, casters, cement layers, and many
others. Sometimes only Sanatha knew
how to do some special task, like pouring
five thousand square feet of concrete for

s
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the restaurant roof and tying the reinfore-
ing rods, and then she would have to
spend days with the construction crews.

“One especially wonderful thing about
the Palace is that it is actually a simple, ba-
sic design—Ilike the whole life of a devo-
tec: a simple design made beautiful by
devotion.

“That's how I came to Krsna conscious-
ness. I was looking for an uncomplicated
way to structure my life. In architectural
school | could see that both the students
and the teachers were motivated only by
the desire for sense gratification and fame.
They didn’t care at all how the buildings
they built affected people’s consciousness.

“But the Palace is not like modern ar-

wonderful to Srila Prabhupada. This is the
real secret of how the Palace was built: It
didn’t depend on any one worker or group
of workers or on money or machinery, but
on the strength of Srila Bhaktipada’s love
for Srila Prabhupada. This was the inspi-
ration for all of us to keep going through
the greatest difficulties.

“Before I came to New Vrindaban I
worked in a food co-op in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. I had high hopes then for living
an ideal life in the country and doing good
for people. But there was little cooperation
in the co-op, and all the people I worked
with were basically materialistic and self-
centered. Now I know that real coopera-
tion can come only when we agree to work
for Lord Krsna under the guidance of
a pure spiritual authority. Then amazing
things like Prabhupéda’s Palace become
possible.™

Nityodita's latest construction project
consists of helping to lay the marble floors
of the new restaurant at the Palace.

chitecture, where everything is designed
complex and expensive. Here in the Pal-
ace a window is just two columns and a
beam: but the workmanship—stained
glass, relief carving, sculpted enclosure—
makes it something special, because it has
been done with love for Krsna.™

Sanatha explains that in the Palace a
pattern often repeats itself many times.
For example, the doors, windows, and ter-
race railings have all been cast from one
original design and then finished in vari-
ous ways, proving that simplicity doesn’t
have to be dull.

She says that state officials were skepti-
cal at first as to whether devotees could do
such challenging work. “l remember in-
spectors from the environment board
making regular visits because they doubt-
ed that we could build an adequate sew-
age system. But the devotees did such a
professional job that the inspectors were
amazed. The septic pond is literally
sculpted out of the land—a work of art.”

Apart from the superior quality of the
work, Sanatha appreciates the spirit of the
Palace as well. “This structure was built
first to glorify God. Architecturally,
therefore, it has the highest functional
use. Anyone who comes to the Palace will
be inspired, and he will go away a little bit
better spiritually. The way the landscap-
ing is done, you can see God's.creation on
all sides.™

Sanatha looks forward to working on
other New Vrindaban construction proj-
ects: six temples (including one the size of
two football ficlds), a school, four guest
pavilions and summer festival halls, and a
crafts center for the many workshops run
by devotees.
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hen Mark Missman left Northwest

Missouri State college in 1969 after
three years as an art major, he thought
he was leaving behind his brushes and
easel for good. He was looking for self-
realization, and his art career just seemed
to be an impediment. But after a short
time in the San Francisco Hare Krsna
temple, Mark (now Muralidhara dasa)
happily discovered that he could have
both his art and his self-realization.

Explains Muralidhara: “I had sketched
a picture of Krspa, and the devotees
showed it to Srila Prabhupada. He asked
to see me, and when I came into his room
he said, ‘Just as Arjuna used His fighting
ability to serve Krsna, you should use your
artistic talent. Just use this talent in
Krsna’s servige, and your life will be
glorious.'”

Since then Muralidhara has executed
dozens of exquisite paintings depicting the
pastimes of Lord Krsna, His incarnations,
and His devotees. The originals grace the
walls of Krsna temples around the world,
while full-color reproductions illustrate
Srila Prabhupada’s books and the pages of
Back To GODHEAD magazine.

In 1978 Muralidhara came to New Vrin-
daban to help decorate Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Palace. The two large oval murals
on the temple’s vaulted ceiling are his
work. The one nearest the altar portrays
Krsna's rasa dance, a pastime glorified in

S udhanu dasa (formerly George Weisner
of Newark, New Jersey) always had a
practical bent. Whatever was necessary,
he would do or learn how to do. So, when
the plans for Prabhupada’s Palace began
to take shape back in 1975 and it became
clear that a lot of fine decorative work
would be needed, he went to India to learn
how to carve.

His first stop was Bombay, where he
spent two months with a family noted for
the excellence of their carved wooden
pieces! Next he traveled north about five
hundred miles to Jaipur, India’s center for
decorative temple arts, where he studied
how to carve in stone. Finally he visited a
town near Jaipur called Makrana to learn
the art of how to use carved marble in
architecture.

On returning to New Vrindaban, Su-
dhanu helped devotee-artist Bhagavata-
nanda dasa set up a marble-cutting shop.
But then they contemplated the design of
the Palace, which was eventually to en-
compass hundreds of decorative balus-
ters, richly ornamented capitals and roof
brackets, and scores of delicately embel-
lished arches, spires, and pillars. It was
obvious that they wouldn’t be able to
carve everything. So Sudhanu set out to
learn the art of molding . . .
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Vedic scriptures as the epitome of loving
exchange between the Lord and His most
intimate devotees. The other mural shows
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the incarna-
tion of Lord Krsna who propagated love
of God through the chanting of Hare
Krsna, dancing and chanting with His
close associates.

Today Muralidhara is busier than ever
using his artistic skill in Krsna’s service.
Besides designing a series of murals for

TAMARATA DASA

He recently outlined the procedure he
used in .constructing the Palace: “First
Srila Bhaktipada and I would consult on
an idea for an architectural mold. Then I'd
carve a model from clay. wood. glass,
or marble—we even used plastic some-
times—and from the model I'd design a
production mold out of rubber or fiber-

the new restaurant at the Palace, he has
recently completed two murals for the
Civic Center Auditorium in Wheeling
(please see news story. page 19). In addi-
tion, Muralidhara is the coordinator of de-
sign, placement, and subject matter for all
the paintings at the Palace. And with a
museum and a new temple in the works
at New Vrindaban, it looks like Murali-
dhara has a full lifetime of transcendental
painting ahead of him.

glass. Then the casting could begin, most-
ly in concrete for the palace. On the
average the whole process took from three
to five weeks. Of course, a piece with
many components would take longer. The
central ornament inside the main dome,
with 4,200 separate cast pieces, took
months to create.”™

Many people who come to the Palace
say that Sudhanu's work is so expertly
done that they can’t tell the difference be-
tween his cast pieces and those laboriously
carved by hand. And now that the Palace
hosts yearly festivals for devotees and
guests, Sudhanu's work has attracted
orders from all over the world, Krsna cen-
ters in Montreal, Vancouver, Washington
D.C.. New York, and Zurich will soon
boast castings by Sudhanu. And he’s still
learning new techniques, like the art of
casting synthetic marble, which will be es-
sential for constructing the huge new
Krsna temple now in planning. With this
technique he can taithfully reproduce the
texture, colors, and patterns of the finest
marbles in the world.

For Sudhanu, who regarded the con-
struction of the Palace as “not just the
building of a beautiful structure but an of-
fering of love at every moment,” there will
always be plenty to do, and more to learn.



he Palace is lit with chandeliers

hand-crafted and designed by Isani-
devi dasi (formerly Ellen Schramm of
Williamsburg, Virginia), who has been a
devotee of Lord Krsna for nine years.
She also created the jewelry and crowns
worn by the Deities of Krsna and His con-
sort, Srimati Radharani, and by the mold-
ed form of Srila Prabhupada at the Palace.

For her creations 1§ani used fine crys-
tal imported from Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. She cut and reshaped each piece
and then colored each crystal “drop” so
that the chandeliers complemented the
stained-glass windows facing them. Next
she gold-leafed the structural pieces of
each chandelier to reflect the Palace
motif. And all this without any previous
training.

“Since 1 had to learn everything as I
worked,"” she explains, I also had to de-
velop extreme patience. Along with learn-
ing a new skill, I learned that there is as
much pleasure in working for Krsna as in
seeing the result. In other words, the work
taught me a lot about devotion to God.”

For her jewelry I§ani borrowed ideas
from books on classical Indian and Euro-
pean designs. Additional instruction came
from visits to the largest jewelry work-
shops in the United States, where she
learned the intricate techniques of electro-
plating and electroforming (a process of

YOGESVARA DASA

s a child in Morristown, New Jersey,

Jack Mowen was more interested in
spiritual things than his friends were. He
spontaneously gave up eating meat at age
seven and began asking probing questions
about God that even his Presbyterian
minister couldn’t answer to his satisfac-
tion. Later, as a religion major at St.

YAMARAIA DASA

producing molded objects by electrolysis).

“The real problem in doing the Deity’s
jewelry,” she says, “was that nobody
makes such pieces anymore. Crowns,
scepters—any structural problems with
these had to be solved by me alone. The
professional jewelers just couldn’t relate
to processes like chasing, repousseé, and

Andrews College in North Carolina, he
still couldn’t get satisfying answers to such
questions as What is God? Who am 1?
What is my relationship to Him, and to
this world?

In 1973, after a spiritual odyssey that
took him from one end of the United
States to the other, Jack met some Krsna

filigree. I had to solve the problems
myself.”

But solve them she did, to the amaze-
ment of jewelry makers and distributors
who have seen her work. A representative
from Tiffany’s declared that much of the
work surpassed his own abilities, and sev-
eral suppliers of jewelry-making equip-
ment and stones now display photographs
of her work in their showrooms.

What is the secret of I§ani’s expertise?
“If you know whom you are making some-
thing for,” she says, “you can know how to
make it best. My work is an offering of
love to Lord Krsna. It’s an effort to please
Him. After all, if you want to make the
most beautiful thing, you should do it for
the most beautiful person—God.”

I$ani says her work for the Palace was
just the beginning. Not only are more
temples already under construction at
New Vrindaban, but she receives orders
daily from visitors who have admired her
pieces and want to buy reproductions.
Favorites are the forty portico chande-
liers, uniquely designed to hang so that
light is beautifully reflected from the mir-
rored ceiling of the Palace hallways.

1$ani is married to another Krsna devo-
tee, Samba dasa, who's in charge of the
crew that hauls heavy equipment and sup-
plies for construction work at New Vrinda-
ban. They have one son, four years old.

devotees in New York who could answer
his questions. He soon joined the Krsna
temple there and became Kasyapa dasa.
Being a country boy at heart, though,
he found the lure of New Vrindaban
irresistible and headed for the hills of
West Virginia.

Kasyapa (pointing in picture at left) had
always had a way with animals, so Srila
Bhaktipada put him in charge of New
Vrindaban’s most obstreperous team of
workhorses. When the massive job of
clearing land for the Palace began back in
1974, Kasyapa handled the team that
hauled logs and yanked stumps out of the
ground. Then it was Kasyapa who headed
up the workmen who used dynamite, bull-
dozers, and trucks to blast, level, and ter-
race the rough terrain at the Palace site.

“Sometimes, during the big push before
the grand opening of the Palace in 1979,
I'd be riding the bulldozer eighteen hours
a day and longer. It was Srila Bhakti-
pada’s inspiration—his pure desire to
glorify Srila Prabhupada by building
something wonderful—that kept me going
despite being bone-tired. I could never
think of a better way to offer something to
Srila Prabhupada for all he’s done for us.
Of course, it’s not possible to ever repay
him, but I feel very fortunate to have been
able to work on Prabhupada’s Palace.” i
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DESTINIES

(continued from page 2)

cannot know what God is, but a human
being can. That is the opportunity af-
forded by this body. Nature gives us this
human body just to understand Krsna,
but if we simply use it for animal pro-
pensities, we will again go down to
the animal kingdom. That is a form of
punishment.

Mr. Nordheimer: What problems do you
have in making your words, your instruc-
tions, reach the ears of everyone in the
world?

Srila Prabhupada: We are not preaching
our own words; we are preaching Krsna's
words. Now it is up to you to make your
choice. Krsna says to give up all other en-
gagements and just surrender unto Him.
How? He says in Bhagavad-gita [9.34],

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto
mad-yaji mam namaskuru

marm evaisyasi yukivaivam
atmanar mat-parayanah

“Engage your mind always in thinking of
Me and become My devotee. Offer your
obeisances to Me and worship Me. Being
completely absorbed in Me, surely you
will come to Me.™

Suppose I am a member of a political
party and am always thinking of Mr. Such-
and-Such. my leader. I become a staunch
follower of that leader. People are sacri-
ficing their lives simply to follow a political
leader, and for party superiority they are
doing so many things—always thinking of
the party’s activities, always glorifying the
party’s principles. If all these activities are
transferred to Krsna, they become good.
Krsna says, “Think of Me, become my
devotee. worship Me, and offer obeisanc-
es unto Me.” If we perform these activi-
ties for Krspa, we become Krsna conscious.
That is what we are teaching.

We advise that you keep doing what you
are doing—but do it for Krsna. That is
Krsna consciousness. [t is not difficult.
But if you want to love a dog and become a
dog in your next life, instead of loving God
and becoming like God in the next life,
that is your choice. The prison and the uni-
versity are open to everyone, and by mak-
ing your choice you make your future
destiny. My disciples are worshiping God,
and people criticize them, but when a man
worships a dog he is not criticized. In this
way society has progressed. So it is folly to
be wise where ignorance is bliss.

Mr. Nordheimer: What about the future?
Is it possible to bring more people into
Krsna consciousness? To expand?

Srila Prabhupada: Of course, there are
good men and bad men, and good men are
taking to this movement, because it is a
good movement. “*Good” means not hav-
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ing illicit sex, not eating meat, not indul-
ging in intoxication, and not indulging in
gambling. If anyone observes these four
principles, he is considered a good man,
and if he does not observe them. he is a
bad man. So good men will take to this
Krsna consciousness movement, and bad
men will not.

We give distinct rules on how to become
good, for if one does not become good,
how can he understand God, who is all
good? First we must become good men;
then we can understand God. It's up to us
to make the choice.

I can say,
“Don’t remain in
darkness. Please
come out into the
light.” But if you
say, “No, I shall

remain here,” how
can I save you? You
have your choice.

The future is open for everyone. There
is no restriction; no one says, “This class of
men shall be good, and this class of men
shall be bad.™ Anyone can become good.
If we educate a child nicely, he becomes
good, but if we train him foolishly, he be-
comes a rascal. It is the duty of the govern-
ment, the father, and the teachers to make
everyone good. If the government is bad,
the father is bad, and the teachers are bad,
how can the child be good? Everywhere
the government, the father, and the
teachers are bad; therefore we are produc-
ing bad men, and there is no peace and
prosperity.

Mr. Nordheimer: What about the men
who surround you?

Srila Prabhupada: They're all good men.
Mr. Nordheimer: They are good men who
were raised in a bad society.

Srila Prabhupada: They were raised in a
bad socicty, but they have chosen to be-
come good.

Mr. Nordheimer: Is that preordained, or
is it by free choice?

Srila Prabhupada: Free choice. What is
“preordained”? You are here of your free
choice. If you like, you can sit down and
talk with me, and if you don’t like, you can
go. That is your free choice. Free choice

makes destiny: if I act in goodness, then
my future is good, and if I act badly, my
future is bad. That is destiny.

Man is the architect of his own destiny.
In other words, our future destiny de-
pends on our present action. This life is an
opportunity to improve our next life, and
if we behave like human beings, then in
our next life we will go back home, back to
Godhead. But if we behave like animals,
then in our next life we will take animal
bodies. That’s all. All this is very nicely
described in Bhagavad-gita.

The conclusion is that human beings are
meant for understanding God, but if you
waste your time understanding dog, that is
your choice. If you try to understand dog
instead of God, and if you become too at-
tached to dog, then you will become a dog
in your next life. But if you are attached to
God, you become like God in your next
life. The choice is yours.

Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita [4.11],

ve yatha mam prapadyante
tams tathaiva bhajamy aham

mama vartmanuvariante
manusyah partha sarvasah

“As living beings surrender unto Me, [
reward them accordingly. Everyone fol-
lows My path in all respects, O Arjuna.”
God is available, and we can associate
with Him according to our choice, The
ability to choose, or our conscience, is giv-
en to us in the human form so we can uti-
lize it. All the ingredients are there for us
to cross the ocean of birth and death. This
human body is a very nice boat, and we
have a very good navigator, the spiritual
master. We also have a very favorable
wind—the instructions of God. So we
should take our chance and cross the
ocean of birth and death. But if we don’t
take this opportunity and solve the prob-
lems of life, we are cutting our own throat.
If you cut your own throat, who can save
you? We can say, “Now here is an oppor-
tunity. Take it and be saved from birth,
old age, discase, and death,” but if you
don’t take advantage, what can we do?
Mr. Nordheimer: Why does all this exist?
Why the challenge in the first place? Why
maya?
Srila Prabhupada: Maya means illusion,
darkness. If I tell you to come from the
darkness into the light and if you don’t
come, that is your misfortune. Maya is
there, and God is there. If you want to re-
main in mdya, then how can you be saved?
I can help you by saying, “Don’t remain in
darkness. Please come out into the light.”
But if you say, “No, I shall remain here,”
then how can I save you? You have your
choice. God is there. and maya is there. If
you take to mdyd, you remain in darkness.
What can I do, and what can God do?
That is your choice. o



PIONEER

FOR A SPIRITUAL
COMMUNITY

The spiritual leader of New Vrindaban

talks of palaces, people, and pure devotion to God.

Prabhupada’s Palace is the in-
spiration of His Divine Grace
Kirtanananda Swami Bhakti-
pada, one of Srila Prabhupada’s
first and most intimate disciples.
It was he who started the New
Vrindaban farm community in
1968, and he who guided the
devotees at every step of the seven-
year Palace project. Here are his
answers to some questions con-
cerning Prabhupada’s Palace
and the future of New Vrindaban.

BAck To GODHEAD: Now that
you've completed Prabhupida’s
Palace, how will you further de-
velop New Vrindaban?

Srila Bhaktipada: In a letter
Srila Prabhupada wrote to me in
1974 or '75, he told me to devel-
op New Vrindaban like Tirupati
in south India. But at that time I
didn’t know anything about Ti-
rupatti; I'd never been there.
Last fall I visited the place,
which is a whole city located on
top of a mountain. It is centered
on the temple of Venkatesvara [a
form of Krsna] and provides
food and shelter for millions of pilgrims
who come each year. There are thousands
and thousands of cabins and dormitories,
all provided for the pilgrims according to
their means.

Srila Prabhupada wanted New Vrinda-
ban to be as spiritually opulent and attrac-
tive as Tirupati. He wanted our community
to be a place of pilgrimage in the Western
world, a place where people can come and
see spiritual life in action.

BTG: Already thousands of people are

coming to New Vrindaban every month to
see Prabhupada’s Palace. Do you expect
many of them to settle here?
Srila Bhaktipada: No, we’re more con-
cerned that they come and then go away
with a change of heart. The real solution
to the modern predicament is not that they
all settle here and live in New Vrindaban.
The solution is that they tune in to Krsna
consciousness and take spiritual life back
home with them.

We want to see that people everywhere

PHOTOGRAPHS BY YOGESVARA DASA

put Krsna in the center of their
lives. That is the primary charac-
teristic of New Vrindaban, as itis
of the original Vrndavana in
India, where Krsna appeared
five thousand years ago. Vrnda-
vana is the place where everyone
is always thinking of Krsna. So
Vrndavana is for everyone, every-
where.
BTG: How will you engage
those people who do want to live
in New Vrindaban?
Srila Bhaktipada: People will
naturally be engaged according
to their propensities. Whatever
you want to do, you can come
and do it for Krsna. If you want
to paint, paint for Krsna. If you
want to sew, sew for Krsna. If
you want to write, write for
Krsna, Whatever you want to
_ do, do it for Krsna. New Vrinda-
banis a very broad project; there
are all kinds of talents required.
Krsna consciousness is very
practical, because Krsna is very
practical. He is the creator of
everything; therefore He is the
most practical. So the real system
of Krsna conscious living is a very simple,
practical way of life. Living on the land need
not be very complicated. Srila Prabhupada
said that if you maintain cows, there will be
bulls, and you can use them to till the soil,
without needing to employ any artificial
source of energy. Full utilization of the cow
and the bull is part of the natural system that
we think will manifest gradually here at
New Vrindaban.
BTG: Srila Bhaktipada, how do you intro-
duce Krsna consciousness to visitors who

2
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come to New Vrindaban?

Srila Bhaktipada: By presenting Krsna
and Krsna's pure devotee, Srila Prabhu-
pada, in the most attractive way we can.
That’s why we’ve built the Palace. People
may come with some motive—either to
see a unique place or to enjoy a vacation
or for some other reason—but if they be-
come convinced of the value of Krspa con-
sciousness by appreciating its beauty. that
is our success. Prabhupada’s Palace is to
Prabhupada what a beautiful settingistoa
diamond. The Palace is a means of draw-
ing attention to Srila Prabhupada. That
will benefit all humanity.

BTG: How is that so?
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Sri Sri Radha-Vyndavanacandra, the presiding Deities at New Vrindaban.

Srila Bhaktipada:Because no matter how
people become acquainted with Srila
Prabhupada. they’ll want to know more
about him. His books have been distribu-
ted for the last twelve years. but sometimes
we wonder how many people are reading
them. The books may be sitting on the
shelves. But if people come to Prabhu-
pada’s Palace and see the beauty of the
work and the devotion of those who have
worked here, they may take the books
down off the shelf and read them. Then
Prabhupada can deliver them his mercy.
We have to give people a setting in
which they will feel the importance of
hearing from Srila Prabhupada. Other-

J

wise they may take him to be just an or-
dinary man—just some swami, Or just
some man who started a movement or
cult. If they actually see the Palace, they
will feel, “This is unique.” And when
someone is in a very opulent position,
naturally people will listen, because
people are attracted by opulence.

BTG: Might one not argue that this is a
contrivance, that you could glorify an or-
dinary man and people would think him
important?

Srila Bhaktipada: The difference is this.
Prabhupada always said that you can dress
a fool up to look like a king, but when he
opens his mouth anyone can understand,



“Oh, he is a fool.” So if someone is a fool,
then there is no use in dressing him up as a
king. But if someone is actually a king and
you dress him like a king, that is proper.
So because Prabhupada actually should be
worshiped like this—because he actually
deserves this position, because he actually
looks right in this position—when he
opens his mouth and speaks, it sounds
exactly right too. Therefore it is perfect.
BTG: When people visit the Palace, what
is it you want them to come away with?
Srila Bhaktipada: At the lowest level, they
can come away with some appreciation of
the building: “Oh, this is a beautiful build-
ing.” Actually, that is Krsna consciousness
also. The building is related to Krsna, so
simply by appreciating the building they
make advancement in Krsna conscious-
ness. Almost all of them go away with one
of Prabhupada’s books. Almost all of
them say, “We want to come back.”
Actually, that is the whole idea—that
this will become a place of pilgrimage,
where people can come, relax, and make
spiritual advancement simply by being
here. That is very important. Instead of
taking a vacation and going to some use-
less place, take your vacation and go visit
Srila Prabhupada and the Palace, get the
world’s best prasddam [spiritual food],
and experience real spiritual life.
BTG: Srila Prabhupada visited the Palace
when it was under construction and said
that it is an expression of the love of the
disciple for the spiritual master. Could
you explain what this love is, what it
means?
Srila Bhaktipada: That is the spiritual
master’s mercy, of course. Whatever his
son or his young child does, he accepts in
that way. Actually I have no love for
Prabhupada—but I wish [ did.  am simply
praying to Prabhupada that if  continue to
worship him he will kindly bless me with a
little pure love. But certainly these devo-
tees who have built the Palace have great
love for Prabhupada. They have sacrificed
so much. They've been working for years
now, winter and summer.
BTG: What is the benefit for them?
Srila Bhaktipada: That is the nature of
love. When you serve your beloved, your
service itself is the benefit. When you
speak of a “labor of love,” for the lover it
is not work. It is all joy. Therefore
Prabhupada said, “In Krsna conscious-
ness there is no work.” Actually that is a
fact—it is all love. Therefore it is all joy,
There is only singing, dancing, and feast-
ing in Krsna consciousness. Whatever a
devotee speaks, that is poetry. Whatever a
devotee eats, it is a feast, because Krsna
has first tasted it. So there is singing, there
is feasting, and there is dancing. Simply vi-
brate the Hare Krsna mantra—Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krspa Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama

Rama, Hare Hare—and you will dance
your whole life through.

BTG: In many rural communes, people
are searching for alternative sources of
energy. Do you plan to use such things as
solar or wind power in New Vrindaban?
Srila Bhaktipada: We have no energy
shortage, because we are using all our
energy to serve Krsna. God is the Su-
preme Energetic. In Him there has been
no decrease in energy since time im-
memorial. If there is any energy shortage
in the world, it is simply due to a lack of
Krsna consciousness. We are showing
people how to make contact with the
source of all energies, Krsna, the Supreme

We have no energy
shortage, because
we are using all our
energy to serve
Krsna. If there is
any energy shortage
in the world,
it is simply due
to a lack of Krsna
consciousness.

Lord. If they get that idea, it will solve all
their problems. After all, whether you
burn coal or use wind power, there is basi-
cally no difference. The real question is,
What is the source of the coal power and
the wind power? When you make contact
with the source, then all your energy prob-
lems are solved. We have no faith that this
so-called ecological movement is going to
solve the problems of the world. The
problems brought about by a complicated
technological society are automatically
solved when there is Krsna consciousness,
because Krsna consciousness means plain
living and high thinking. But without
Krsna consciousness, no one will agree to
live simply; by some means or other one
will try to exploit nature,

BTG: Throughout American history
there have been many rural communities
set up along more or less socialistic or
communistic lines. Is New Vrindaban
something like them?

Srila Bhaktipada: We are not communists,
nor are we capitalists: we are Krsna's ser-
vants. The capitalists are claiming, *This
land is ours.” and the communists are

claiming, “No, it is ours.” So there is no
difference; they are simply opposite sides
of the same coin. They both want to ex-
ploit the resources of material nature for
sense gratification. But a Krsna conscious
person says, “No, the land is not yours to
exploit; itis Krsna’s.” Everything is meant
for Krsna’s enjoyment, because He is the
creator, the maintainer, and the proprie-
tor of everything. We are all eternally His
servants. This is Krsna consciousness.
BTG: What are some of the future plans
for New Vrindaban?

Srila Bhaktipada: At the old Vrindaban
farm, we are planning to construct a
scaled-down replica of the original Vrnda-
vana in India. It will have many gardens,
about twenty dioramas depicting Krsna's
pastimes, replicas of the holy ponds
Ridha-kunda and Syama-kunda, and oth-
er holy places. As I mentioned before, we
also plan to build residential quarters for
tourists and pilgrims, as well as recreation
facilities and shops.

But our main project for the immediate
future is Radha-Vrndavanacandra’s Pal-
ace, a huge temple for the presiding
Deities here at New Vrindaban. We will
construct it in the central area of New
Vrindaban, near Prabhupada’s Palace.
BTG: What will the new palace be like?
Srila Bhaktipada: It will be 140 feet high
and 600 feet long—three times as high and
seven times as long as Prabhupada’s Pal-
ace. Altogether, the new temple will have
tour floors. The first floor will contain
Radha-Vrndavanacandra’s temple room,
bedroom, greeting room, and dining room.
On the second floor (but not directly
above Radhi-Vrndavanacandra’s altar)
there will be a men’s dormitory and a roof-
top restaurant. The basement will house a
Réadha-Vrndavanacandra museum, and
the subbasement will contain a gymnasi-
um. We're going to landscape the temple
grounds with a lake and formal gardens.
Sometimes Their Lordships will tour the
grounds on a chariot thirty feet high.
BTG: When will the cornerstone be laid?
Srila Bhaktipada: In the spring of 1982,
BTG: You advertise New Vrindaban as
being a spiritual Disneyland. Does that
mean it will encompass some of the
features of Disneyland, such as rides?
Srila Bhaktipada: Yes, we may have some
rides—perhaps pony rides or ox-cart
rides. If they help people remember
Krsna, they are good. The difference is
that Disneyland is meant for sense gratifi-
cation and Krsnaland is meant for learning
about Krsna.,

BTG: Twelve years ago New Vrindaban
was just one small house and a lot of mud.
Now it is lakes, gardens, and Prabhu-
pada’s Palace. How amazing! Will New
Vrindaban’s growth in the next twelve
years be even more amazing?

Srila Bhaktipada: Why not! o'y
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WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man
means “mind and tra means “freeing.” So a
mantra is a combination of transcendental
sounds that frees our minds from anxiety.

Ancient India’s Vedic literature singles
out one mantra as the maha (supreme)
mantra. The Kali-santarana Upanisad ex-
plains, “These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Riama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Ha-
re—are especially meant for counter-
acting the present age of quarrel and anxiety."”
k Five centuries ago, while spreading the

~

HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

mahd-mantra throughout India, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme Lord, in
Your name You have invested all Your
transcendental energies.”

The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
one.” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the maha-
mantra means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing
Lord, O energy of the Lord, please engage
me in Your devotional service” Chant the
Hare Krsna mahd-mantra and your life will

be sublime.
oS
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SAN FRANCISCO

(continued from page 12)

people receiving him and chanting Hare
Krsna without his having said a word!

Mukunda: We just had a look at Swami-
ji, and then we bowed down—myself, my
wife, and the friends I had brought, Sam
and Marjorie. And then all of the young
men and women there followed suit and all
bowed down to Swamiji, just feeling very
confident that it was the right and proper
thing to do.

The crowd of hippies had formed a line
on either side of the narrow passage
through which Swamiji would walk. As he
passed among his new admirers, dozens of
hands stretched out to offer him flowers
and incense. He smiled, collecting the of-
ferings in his hands while Ranacora looked
on. Allen Ginsberg stepped forward with a
large bouquet of flowers, and Srila Prabhu-
pada graciously accepted it. Then Prabhu-
pada began offering the gifts back to
all who reached out to receive them.
He proceeded through the terminal, the
crowd of young people walking beside
him, chanting.

At the baggage claim Srila Prabhupada
waited for a moment, his eyes taking in
everyone around him. Lifting his open
palms, he beckoned everyone to chant
louder, and the group burst into renewed
chanting, with Prabhupada standing in
their midst, softly clapping his hands and
singing Hare Krsna. Gracefully, he then
raised his arms above his head and began
to dance, stepping and swaying from side
to side.

To the mixed chagrin, amusement, and
irresistible joy of the airport workers and
passengers, the reception party stayed
with Prabhupada until he got his luggage.
Then they escorted him outside into the
sunlight and into a waiting car, a black
1949 Cadillac Fleetwoorl, Prabhupada got
into the back seat with Mukunda and
Allen Ginsberg. Until the moment the
car pulled away from the curb, Srila
Prabhupada, still smiling, continued
handing flowers to all those who had
come to welcome him as he brought
Krsna consciousness west.

The Cadillac belonged to Harvey
Cohen, who almost a year before had al-
lowed Prabhupada to stay in his Bowery
loft. Harvey was driving, but because of
his chaffeur’s hat (picked up at a Salvation
Army store) and his black suit and his
beard, Prabhupada didn’t recognize him.

“Where is Harvey?” Prabhupada asked.

“He’s driving,” Mukunda said.

“Oh, is that you? I didn’t recognize

you.!!
Harvey smiled. “Welcome to San Fran-
cisco, Swamiji.” o}

(To be continued. )
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St. Louis—(at ISKCON St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8161, San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart,
57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083; San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St
94117/ (415) 566-0663; San Juan—Govinda's (at ISKCON San Juan); Washington,
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Ideology for an Ideal Community

Historically, men have chosen to sacri-
fice individual autonomy for the benefits
of life within human society. Nations,
communities, tribes, communes—all at-
test to the truth of John Donne’s famous
adage: “No man is an island.”

But history also attests that communi-
ties often weaken and dissolve. Thisis true
for many reasons, but one of the most
common is that the people in a given com-
munity lose faith in the basic principle of
sacrificing their own interests for the col-
lective good. And without a strong spirit
of sacrifice among its members, no com-
munity can endure. America’s short-lived
communities—Brook Farm, New Har-
mony, Oneida—bear this out. These com-
munities grew up around a charismatic
leader and an idealistic philosophy, but
when the demands for self-sacrifice be-
came too great, the members gave up striv-
ing for utopia, and their “ideal community™
collapsed.

A cynic might predict the same fate for
New Vrindaban, the Krsna Society’s farm
community in West Virginia. But there is
an important difference between New
Vrindaban and communities based on
some indefinite idealistic principles. New
Vrindaban is successful and productive
because its members are spiritually satis-
fied by serving the Supreme Lord, Krsna.
Why is serving Krsna so spiritually satisfy-
ing? Because each of us is eternally part
and parcel of Krsna, and serving Him
means linking up with the source of un-
limited transcendental pleasure. No one
can be truly satisfied by working for
the pleasures of the body, but when
the soul is spiritually satisfied, sacrificing
material pleasures for a common cause is
not at all difficult. For a devotee, the
reward for his service is the pleasure of the
service itself.

The construction of Prabhupada’s Pal-
ace at New Vrindaban is a perfect example
of how the transcendental pleasure of
serving Krsna enables devotees to work
hard without thought of material reward.
By hard work and self-sacrifice, the devo-
tees created a wonderful architectural
tribute to God and His representative,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

In the preface to The Nectar of Devo-
tion, a guidebook for Krsna consciousness,
Srila Prabhupada writes,

Every one of us in this material world is
perpetually engaged in some sort of service,
and the impetus for such service is the plea-
sure we derive from it. Driven by affection
for his wife and children, a man works day

and night. A philanthropist works in the
same way for love of a greater family, a na-
tionalist for the love of his country and
countrymen. But the relish or taste for the
mundane does not long endure. . . .

The mellow relished in the transcendental
loving service of the Lord, however, does not
finish, even at the end of life. It continues
perpetually and is therefore called amrta,
that which does not die but exists eternally.

The Vedic literature explains that be-
cause Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and we are all meant to serve
Him eternally, natural happiness and har-
mony within society can easily be achieved
when Krsna is the center and everyone
engages in His service. A community
founded on this ideology can weather all
storms of discord and settle all contro-
versies—on the transcendental level.

But a society or community based on
service to God must strictly follow re-
vealed scriptures. Western theistic ideolo-
gies are often too vague to help their
followers stay linked with the Supreme
Lord while they work in community life.
But in a Krsna conscious community, the
members serve God in all their activities,
not simply in their morning and evening
prayers or weekly religious ceremonies.

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says
to His devotee Arjuna, “You should al-
ways think of Me, and at the same time
you should carry out your prescribed duty
of fighting. With your activities dedicated
to Me and your mind and intelligence
fixed on Me, you will attain Me without
doubt.” This is true yoga, “the art of all
work.”

So, for a community or society to be
successful, it must be based on pure devo-
tional service to God, and that service
must permeate the life of the society.
Otherwise, the members will not be fully
satisfied, and they will be unwilling to
make the necessary sacrifices for the
common goals.

The United States is supposedly a soci-
ety based on faith in God. The founding
fathers of American democracy recog-
nized the Creator as the source of their
“inalienable rights.” The phrase “one na-
tion under God” in the “Pledge of Al-
legiance to the Flag” and the motto “In
God we trust” on all currency also evince
America’s theistic leanings. Yetin Ameri-
ca today, asin Europe, God consciousness
is lacking, among both the government
leaders and the people in general. Ameri-
cans may say, “In God we trust,” but they
have little genuine knowledge of God—
what to speak of trust in Him.

Today’s ideologies for social happiness
are more hedonistic than theistic; noble,
inspired doctrines have given way to the
paltry and the mundane. The present gen-
eration—often called “the me genera-
tion”—is a selfish one. Ignorant of how to
execute their natural activities in their
eternal relationship with God, people
have rejected whatever theism there was
in the conception of Western democracy
and have become engrossed in the pursuit
of materialistic pleasure. When people
take the body to be the self and sense grati-
fication to be the goal of civilization, they
see service to God as far removed from the
needs of society.

The history of communist societies also
demonstrates that no ideology short of
pure devotional service to the Supreme
Lord can satisfy people for long. Marxist
philosophy is based on the misconception
that people can be happy simply by work-
ing collectively for economic well-being.
“Religion is the opium of the people,” de-
clared Marx, and today more than 90%
of the people in Russia under thirty are
atheists, according to a mid-1979 report
in Pravda. A recent article in Harper’s
magazine, however, reports that most
people in the Soviet Union have lost their
taste for communist ideology and their
faith in Soviet leadership. Sixty-five years
of communism in Russia has left a spiritual
void among the people, and it has
also failed to provide economic security,
communism’s avowed goal.

Thus the two most powerful societies on
earth have no ideology to inspire their
people. Leaders may promise more and
more sense gratification, but whatever
a nation’s economic advancement, and
however selfish a generation may be, the
quest for material pleasure will never pro-
duce a successful society. There may be
years or even decades of apparent pros-
perity and peace, but mass disillusionment
and social dissolution inevitably await a
society that pays only lip service to God,
or that ignores Him entirely. The illusory
quest for material happiness and the resul-
tant dissatisfaction of the soul are eating
away at the heart of materialistic society.
And now the frustrated nations of the
world stand ready to destroy one another
with nuclear weapons.

The leaders of the world’s confused so-
cieties would do well to investigate the
ideological basis of Krsna conscious com-
munities like New Vrindaban, where spiri-
tual satisfaction and economic prosperity
result naturally from sacrificing all for the
glorification of God. —SDG
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TIE SCIENGE OF

SELF

POPULAR SELECTIONS

BHAGAVAD-GITA AS IT IS. This is the most important
book with which to embark on the spiritual quest, This is
the most widely read edition of the gi_@ in English, and
it gives the complete text of this great classic, with 56 full-
color illustrations and an extensive commentary that en-
sures clear understanding. Hardbound: $6.95 (11)
THE SCIENCE OF SELF-REALIZATION. A rich collection of
interviews, lectures, essays, and letters by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida that reveal the secrets
of the self within, nature, the universe, and the Supreme Self.
Hardbound: $9.95 (14) Softbound: $2.95 (13)
THE PERFECTION OF YOGA. A lucid explanation of the
gsycholo*y, methods, and purpose of yoga and meditation,
1.50 (15
EASY JOURNEY TO OTHER PLANETS. A close look at
mystic yoga, astral travel, and divine love in the material
and spiritual universes. $1.50 (16)
BEYOND BIRTH AND DEATH. Startling evidence of the
soul's incredible journey after death. $1.50 (17)

TEACHINGS OF
IORD KAPILA

ADVANCED STUDIES
TEACHINGS OF QUEEN KUNTI. llluminating outpourings

of the soul of a great and saintly woman. Hardbound: §9.95
(48)

TEACHINGS OF LORD KAPILA, A}real sage explains how
to discriminate between matter and spirit and achieve pure
consciousness. Hardbound: $9.95 (47)

TEACHINGS OF LORD CAITANYA. The essential teachings
of Lord Krsna’s most recent incarnation. Hardbound: $6.95
(44). Softbound: $4.95 (45)

THE NECTAR OF INSTRUCTION., How to become a
gosvami, a master of the mind and senses. $2.95 (41)

Gy

SRIMAD-BHAGAYATAM, CAITANYA-CARITAMRTA.
These two works—each a multivolume, richly illustrated
hardbound set—fully explain the deepest truths' of self:

realization and Krsna consciousness. For further informa-

tion, please circle 46 on the coupon at right..

KRSNA
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A Haxpnmin bt
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INTERMEDIATE STUDIES

KRSNA, THE SUPREME PERSONALITY OF GODHEAD. The
famous Krsna stories—ancient Indian narratives presented
in a readable short-story format. Hardbound: $9.95 per
volume (21, 22, 23); $24.95 per 3-volume set. (24)
Softbound: $2.95 per volume (31, 32, 33); $6.95 per 3-
volume set. (34)

Aling challenge to the SRI TSOPANISAD. The jewel of the Upanisads, Nineteen
i‘h%im sclentific emlike verses and elaborate urports_lﬁal present the fun-
ry of the origin of amentals of transcendental knowledge. $2.95 (18)
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historic falks by the
| ARNMATEEEY EEien spiritual

tradition probe

= —— deeply inta questions
cormm!n: consciousness, meditation, karma,
death, and reincarnation. Hardbound: $4.95 (10)

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

PRAHLAD ILLUSTRATED STORYBOOK. Krsna saves His
devotee, $1.95 (51) AGHA ILLUSTRATED STORYBOOK.
Krsna kills an evil serpent. $5.95 (52) KALIYA ILLUS-
TRATED STORYBOOK, Krsna subdues a great snake. $2.95
(57) NIMAI COLORING BOOK. Lord Caitanya's childhood
pastimes, $2.,95 (55) JAGANNATH ACTIVITY BOOK.
Jagannath cut-outs and coloring. $2.95 (56) RAMA
COLORING BOOK. Krsna's pastimes as a great king. $1.95
(54) GOPAL COLORING BOOK. Krsna's pastimes as a
cowherd boy. $1.95 (53)

BACK TO GODHEAD

SUBSCRIBE

to this unique spiritual journal—fully devoted to
the world of Krsna consciousness and self-realiza-
tion. One year...only $8.00 (outside U.S,,
$10.00)

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Dept.16-7
3764 Watseka Ave,, Los Angeles, CA 90034

] Se.nd me a free complete catalog of books and more information about the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

1 Send me the next eleven issues of Back to Godhead, only $8.00 (outside U.S., $10.00)
[ Send the books I've circled helow,

i) 10 13 16 21 24 33. 44 47 52 55
8 11 14 17 22 31 34 45 48 53 56
9 12 15 185523 32 4 46 51 54 57

[ My check or money order for $ total payment is enclosed.

(] Please bill my CJMaster Charge CIVISA Exp. date___ Interbank no.

Card no.. Signature
Name
Address -
-~ City State £ ZIP

1i your order is under $4.95, please add §.75 for postage; $4.95 to $9.§!, add $1 00 pﬁslage: e
aver $__9.95, add 10% of total ofder, -~ - S ¥ o
The prices listed above aré suggested mini
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1 donations to cover printing costs. The &
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The P
“Hare’Krsna 4
Festival &

Delicious, traditional Vedic cuisine was part of the cultural legacy Krsna consciousness brought to Western shores. Eat-
ing, like everything else for Krsna devotees, is a part of the complete spiritual experience of life. Sunday sees the doors
swung open and hundreds of friends—regulars as well as newcomers—joining in a festival of music, dance, and spiri-
tual discourse and then sharing hearty plates of savories, vegetable extravaganzas, sweets, and nectar drinks. Come
by, Sunday or any day, and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. See page 31 for the center nearest you.
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