Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.

Vol. 15, No. 1.2 THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

P i /. Y, . U $— el %

A Force for Unity in the U.K. (See page 22)




His Divine Grace
A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness




BACK TO GODHEAD

VOL. 15, NO, 1-2

THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

FOUNDED 1944

FOUNDER

(under the direction of His Divine Grace

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

EDITOR IN CHIEF Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

SENIOR EDITOR Jayiidvaita Swami

ASSOCIATE EDITORS Jagajivana dasa, YogeSvara
dasa

DESIGN Yamarija diisa

PRODUCTION Piirninanda dasa, Vimala-devi dasi,
Vicaru dasa. Dravida disa

PHOTOGRAPHY Bhirgava disa, Muralivadana dasa,
Vidyananda dsa, Nityatrpta-devr dasi, Visakha-
devi dasi

COMPOSITION Lalita-sakhi-devi dasi, Maha-maya-
dev dist

SANSKRIT EDITORS Satyandrayana disa,
Gopiparanadhana disa

PROOFREADERS Adhoksaja dasa, Srikdnta disa

RESEARCH Subhadri-devi dasi

ARCHIVES Parama-riipa dasa

PRINTING CONSULTANT Paul Bleier

PRONUNCIATION of Sanskrit words and names.

BACK TO GODHEAD follows the international

scholarly standard. Pronounce short a like the w in but,

long a like the a in fur (and hold it twice as long as the

short a.) Pronounce e like the a in evade, long 1 like the i

in pique. Pronounce the vowel p like the rl in rim, and ¢

like the ch in chair. Pronounce the aspirated consonants

(ch, jh, dh, etc.) as in staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-

hot. Finally, pronounce sibilants § and s like sh, and s like

the sinsun. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA, and for Caitanya

say CHAITANYA.

ABOUT SANSKRIT NAMES in by-lines, credits, and
text. Members of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness receive names of Lord Krsna or His
great devotees, combined with dasa (dasi for women),
meaning “servant.” For instance, the name Krsna dasa
means “servant of Krspa."

<« His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada came to America in 1965, at age seventy, to
fulfill his spiritual master's rgquest that he teach the
science of Krsna consciousness throughout the English-
speaking world. In a dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation and commentary on
India’s Vedic literatures, and these are now standard in
universities worldwide. Meanwhile, traveling almost
nonstop, Srila Prabhupada molded his international
society into a worldwide confederation of aframas,
schools, temples, and farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s Vrndavana, the place most sacred
to Lord Krsna, and his disciples are carrying forward the
movement he started,
Published monthly, $8.00 per year ($10,00 outside USA),
by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

Subscription Offices: 3764 Watseka Avenue. Los
Angeles, Calif. 90034,

Editorial Offices: The Hare Krishna Building, 340 W.
55th Street, New York, N.Y. 10019.

European Subscription Offices: Bhaktivedanta Manor,

Letchmore Heath, Watford, Herts. WD2 BEP, England.

Indian Subseription Offices: BBT, Hare Krishna Land,
Juhu, Bombay 400 (054, India.

1980 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

ISSN 0005-3643

CONTENTS

The Aim of All Faiths
By His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Diet for a Spiritual Planet
The meaning of vegetarianism runs deeper
than most of us imagine.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

A meditation on a great spiritual master who taught
how to use material things for spiritual purposes.

The Biography of a Pure Devotee
Encounters at 26 Second Avenue

~ Amid the tumult of the Lower East Side, Srila Prabhupada

gave even drifters, crazies, and winos a chance
to become self-realized.

11

Book Section
Srimad-Bhagavatam
The continuing presentation of India’s great spiritual classic.

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

15

The Vedic Observer

Celibacy: Exquisite Torture, or a “Yes to God?
A question the Pope’s visit has left hanging.

19

Krsna Culture: A Force for Unity in the U.K.

When Britons and Asian nationals don’t see eye to eye,
they turn to Krsna's devotees for a broader vision.

22

Letters

Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out
Every Town and Village
Notes from the Editor

10
14
21
32

COVER: Radha and Krsna, the Divine Couple. Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and Radha, His eternal consort and personified pleasure potency, stand
on Their altar at Bhaktivedanta Manor, ISKCON’s rural dsrama near London.
Unlimited though He is, the Lord mercifully manifests Himself in His Deity form to

attract us back to the spiritual world. (Cover photo: Muralivadana dasa.)

ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD: “Godhead is light" has always been BACK TO GODHEAD's byword — “Nescience is darkness. Where
there is Godhead there is no nescience.” Godhead means the source of everything, and this journal is meant to assist readers in
cultivating practical, scientific realization of Godhead. To this end BACK TO GODHEAD explores the ideas presented in ancient
India’s Vedic literatures, especially Bhagavad-gita. As the Gita itself informs us, “When one is enlightened with the knowledge by
which nescience is destroyed, then his knowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights up everything in the daytime.”

BACK TO GODHEAD 1






One truth ties all world religions together.

AIM OF
FAITHS

A lecture by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A.C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

'l I he Lord says that the purpose of all
Vedic instruction is to achieve the

highest goal of life, to go back to Godhead.
The aim of any scripture of any country —
not only the Bhagavad-gita, but any
scripture—is simply to get us back to
Godhead. That is the purpose. Take for
example any of the great religious re-
formers, or acaryas, of any country. In
your country, Lord Jesus Christ—or Lord
Buddha. Of course, Lord Buddha advented
himself in India, but later on his philoso-
phy was broadcast all over Asia. Then
Srila Vyasadeva, Muhammad —take any
great representative of the Lord —none of
them will tell you to make your best plans
to live peacefully in this material world.
That is a common factor. There may be
some little differences in the scriptural
injunctions according to the country, cli-
mate, and situation, but the main principle
is that we are not meant to remain in this
material world.

We have our real home in the spiritual
world. That is accepted by everyone.
Therefore Lord Krsna says, yogi param
sthanam upaiti cadyam. For the yogr the
chief aim of life is to get into the spiritual
kingdom. That is the highest ambition of
the yogi, of the transcendentalist,

In the beginning of the Ninth Chapter
of the Bhagavad-gita, the Personality of

Godhead, Krsna, is speaking: sri-bhagavan
uvaca. | have several times described what
this word bhagavan means. Bhaga means
“opulence,” and van means “one who
possesses.” Bhagavan. Everything has its
definition. So in the Vedic scriptures we'll
find the definition of God. We have got
some conception of God. But in the Vedic
literatures we’ll find the definite descrip-
tion of what is meant by God What
we mean by God is described in one
word: bhagavan, or “one who possesses
opulence.”

What are the opulences? The Vedic
literatures say,

aisvaryasya samagrasya
viryasya yasasah sriyah

JAdana-vairagyayos caiva
sannam bhaga itingina

Bhaga: these are the opulences. Aisvar-
yasya means “wealth.” Viryasya means
“strength.” Yasasah means “fame.” Sriyah
means “beauty.” JAana means “knowl-
edge.” And vairagya means “renunciation.”
When you find these six opulences pre-
sented in a personality in full, He is God.
He is God. That is the description of God.
You have many rich men here in your
New York City, but nobody can claim that
he is the richest of all, that he has got all
the riches of the world. Nobody can claim
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that. But if you find somebody who
actually owns all of the riches of the world
or the universe, He's God. He is God.

In the Bhagavad-gita you'll find:

bhoktaram yajfa-tapasam
«  sarva-loka-mahesvaram
suhrdam sarva-bhiitanarm
Jjhatva mam santim rechati
Bhoktaram yajaa-tapasam: Lord Krsna
says that He is the supreme enjoyer of
all kinds of activities. Sarva-loka-
mahesvaram: He is the proprietor of all
planets. Loka means “planets.” We are the
proprietor of a certain extent of land here,
and we are very much proud. But God
says, “I am the proprietor of all the
planets.” And suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam:
He is the friend of all living entities. Jaatva
marn santim rechati: when a person under-
stands that God is the proprietor of every-
thing, that God is the friend of everyone,
and that God is the enjoyer of everything—
by knowing these three things, one be-
comes very peaceful. That is the peace
formula.

You cannot become peaceful as long as
you think, “I am the proprietor.” You are
not actually the proprietor. You cannot
claim proprietorship. Take, for example,
this land of America. Say about four hun-
dred years ago, the red Indians were the
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proprietors of this country. Now you are
the proprietors. And after four hundred
years, or a thousand years, somebody else
will come. They’ll become the proprietors.
So actually we are not the proprietors.
The land is here, we come here, and we
claim falsely, *I am the proprietor.” There-
fore, the ISopanisad states, avasyam idam
sarvam: “Everything belongs to God."
Everything belongs to God. Nothing
belongs to me. Actually, this is the fact.
Therefore God is the richest person.

Nowadays you'll find, especially in India,
that there are dozens of “incarnations of
God.” But if you ask one of them, “Are
you the proprietor of everything?” oh, that
is very difficult to answer. These are the
checks—how you can understand who is
God. God must be the proprietor of
everything. And He must be more power-
ful than anyone. When Krsna was present
on this earth, nobody could conquer Him.
There is not a single instance in which
Krsna was defeated. He belonged to the
ksatriya family; He identified Himself as a
ksatriya. The ksatrivas are meant for
giving protection to the poor, to the weak.
So He belonged to the royal family. He
fought so many adversaries while He
remained on this earth, but in no fight was
He defeated. Therefore He was the most
powerful. As far as His opulence is con-
cerned, from Bhéagavatam we find that He
married 16,108 wives, and every wife had
a different palace. He expanded Himself
into 16,108 to live with each of His wives.
These facts are recorded in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Therefore all the great
acaryas, the great scholars of India, have
accepted this fact—that Krsna is God,
Bhagavan.

The Bhagavad-gita was written by Srila
Vyasadeva, after being spoken by Lord
Krsna. What did the Lord say?

idam tu te guhyatamam
pravaksyamy anasiiyave
jhAanam vijiana-sahitam
yaj jiatva moksyase Subhat

“My dear Arjuna, now I shall impart to
you the topmost knowledge.” Idam tu te
guhyatamam. Guhyatamam means “most
confidential.” There are different grades
of knowledge. But here the Lord says,
*Just now I'm going to explain that which
is the most confidential part of
knowledge.”

Pravaksyamy anasuiyave. Anasiiyave:
this very word is used. Anasiiyave means
“one who does not envy.” Does not envy.
For instance, when the Lord says, “I am
the proprietor of all planets,” somebody
may say, “Oh, Krsna is claiming the pro-
prietorship of everything. How is that?”
This is because in the material world we
are always envious. If somebody is in some
way greater than us, we are envious. “Oh,

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

how has he progressed so much?” This is
the disease of the material world—envy.
So we are envious of God, also. When
God says, “I am the proprietor,” we
disbelieve it. That is why this word is
used —anasiiyave. Arjuna is hearing from
Lord Krsna without any enviousness. He's
accepting exactly what Krsna says. This is
the way of understanding. We cannot
understand who God is by our mental
speculation. We simply have to hear from

authoritative sources and accept. Other--

If we accept,
“God is great, let
me surrender,”
we can come to
knowledge in a
second. But now
we are envious of
any greatness,
envious of God.

wise, there is no way to understand God.

So God says, “Because you are not
envious, [ shall speak to you about the
most confidential part of knowledge.”
Jridanam vijiidna-sahitam. Vijiana-sahitam
means this knowledge is not theoretical,
but is scientific. We should not think that
whatever knowledge we get from
Bhagavad-gitd is sentimentalism or fanati-
cism. No; it is all vijAana, science. Yaj
jaatva: if you become well versed in this
most confidential part of the knowledge,
then the result will be moksyase Subhdt.
Asubha means “inauspicious.” Our exis-
tence in this material world is asubha—
inauspicious, always miserable. But moks-
yase: you shall be liberated from this
miserable life ol material existence if you
understand this knowledge.

So let us carefully understand what the
Lord says to Arjuna about this knowledge.
He says,

rdja-vidyd raja-guhyarm
pavitram idam uttamam

pratyaksavagamam dharmyam
susukham kartum avyayam

“This knowledge is the king of education,
the most secret of all secrets. It is the
purest knowledge, and because it gives
direct perception of the self by realization,

it is the perfection of religion. It is ever-
lasting, and it is joyfully performed.” [Bg.
9.2] This process of knowledge and puri-
fied activity which we are trying to propa-
gate is Krsna consciousness. “Topmost
knowledge” means Krsna consciousness,
according to Bhagavad-gita, because in
the Bhagavad-gita you’ll find that the
symptom of a person who is learned —who
is actually in knowledge—will be that he
has surrendered unto God. As long as we
go on speculating about God but do not
surrender, we will not achieve the perfec-
tion of knowledge.

The perfection of knowledge is
Jjhanavan mar prapadyate: after many,
many births of mental and philosophical
speculation, when one actually under-
stands God's position, one at once surren-
ders. As long as we do not surrender, we
cannot understand God in truth. Bahiinam
Jjanmanam ante: the Lord says that one
achieves real knowledge only after many,
many births. Not all of a sudden. Of course,
if we accept “God is great; let me surren-
der,” then we can come to the platform of
knowledge in a second. But our present
position is to become envious of God.
“Why shall [ surrender unto God? 1 am
independent. I shall work independently.”
Therefore, to rectify these misgivings we
have to spend many lifetimes.

If there is any perfect name of God,
that is “Krsna.” Why?

krsir bhii-vacakah Sabdo
nas ca nirvrti-vacakah

tayor aikyam param brahma
krsna ity abhidhiyate

Krs means “repetition of birth,” and na
means “one who ends.” The one who
ends our repetition of birth is called
Krsna. Our repetition of birth can be
ended only by God. Otherwise it is not
possible. Harim vina naiva srtim taranti:
one cannot stop one's repetition of birth
and death without having the causeless
mercy of God. Therefore, Krsnais a scien-
tific name of God. Of course, God has
many names. For example, Vdsudeva
means “all-pervading.” So vasudevah sar-
vam iti sa mahdtma sudurlabhah: if after
many, many births, one understands that
Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is everything, he has reached
the perfection of knowledge, and at that
time he surrenders. The whole Bhagavad-

gitd teaches this science.
Pratyaksavagamam dharmyam. Dharm-
yam means the religious principles.
Susukham kartum avyayam. Susukham
means that it is very joyful to execute. The
devotional service you perform will never
cease to exist. It is permanent. We do
many things which have no permanent
effect. For instance, suppose we work in
(continued on page 30)



Good nutrition, a balanced budget,

and a clean conscience are only the beginning . . .

DIET FOR A
SPIRITUAL PLANET

When Lord Krsna speaks in
the Bhagavad-gita, He clari-

fies the ultimate purpose of vege-
tarianism: “If one offers Me with
love and devotion a leaf, a flower,
fruit, or water, I will accept it.” (Bg.
9.26) In itself, vegetarianism basi-
cally means nonviolence. protecting
the animals—but offering vege-
tarian foods to Krsna and later
accepting them as his mercy
(prasada) means a lot more: bhakti-
yoga, or becoming conscious of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
When combined with the chanting
of the Supreme Lord’s holy names—
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare—strict vegetarianism be-
comes more than a mere ethical
principle or rational, humane way
of life; it becomes the simplest, most
pleasant means in the world for
spiritual realization.

Krsna consciousness, the spiritual
reason for vegetarianism, includes
all the other reasons—ethical, aes-
thetic, nutritional, economic, medi-
cal—in the same way that a five-
hundred-dollar bill includes all the
potencies of a hundred-dollar bill or
a twenty-dollar bill or a ten- or five-
or one-dollar bill. Only the freshest,
most succulent, most nutritious, and most
aesthetically pleasing kinds of foods are
prepared and offered to Krsna. Still, be-
cause we are scientifically minded, we
should carefully analyze the many advan-
tages of eating Krsna prasada— of being a
strict; spiritually-minded vegetarian. We

PHOTO: VISAKHA-DEVI DAS]

RUPANUGA DASA is a chaplain at the Univer-
sity of Maryland and director of ISKCON's
affairs in the Washington, D.C., area.

by RUPANUGA DASA

Careful selection and combination of vegetarian foods easily
provides the minimum daily requirement of protein, vitamins,
minerals, and other essential nutrients. And when such
meals are prepared for and offered to the Lord with devotion,
they become prasdda (“the Lord’s mercy™), which is both
healthful and spiritually purifying.

will also examine some of the more
important objections to vegetarianism.
We can define a “strict vegetarian™ as
someone who totally abstains from meat,
fish, and eggs. Some vegetarians, called
“vegans,” abstain not only from meat but
also from milk, because they fear pesti-
cides and cholesterol. However, fruits,
grains, and vegetables contain no choles-
terol, so a vegetarian could drink a quart
of milk and eat a few ounces of cheese

every day without topping the maxi-
mum recommended allowance of
cholesterol. Without taking milk,
one is doomed to consume piles of
algae, seaweed, sesame seeds, or
pills to obtain essential vitamin B-12
and calcium. As for pesticides, prac-
tically everything we eat has some,
because of widespread use of chemi-
cal fertilizers. The so-called ovo-
vegetarians cannot be accepted as
strict vegetarians, because they eat
eggs, which are, after all, simply
calcium-covered flesh, artificially
mass-produced under conditions
not justifiable in view of the numer-
ous other sources of protein. But
the term lacto (milk-drinking) vege-
tarian is acceptable. Taking milk of
cows that may later be slaughtered
does not in any way condone cow-
killing, and if we had the opportunity,
we would close the slaughterhouses
immediately.

Objections by Nonvegetarians

One of the strongest objections
nonvegetarians raise against vege-
tarianism is that vegetarians still
have to kill plants, and that this is
also violence. But it is nonsensical
to equate fully sentient animals like
cows with lowly vegetables. Besides,
we really have to eat plants, [ruits,
grains, and so on, because the vitamins
and minerals found only in these vege-
tarian foods are essential to keep body
and soul together. Certainly, plants are as
alive as cows; modern experiments prove
that plants have feelings,' and the
Bhagavad-gita, the essence of all Vedic
teachings, confirms that all life forms
contain spirit souls qualitatively equal to
one another. But still, we have to eat
something, and the Vedas also say, jivo
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Jivasya jivanam: one living entity is food
for another in the struggle for existence.
So from a humane standpoint, the problem
in choosing a diet is not how to avoid
killing altogether —an impossible proposal —
but how to cause the least suffering while
meeting the nutritional needs of the body.
A well-balanced diet of fruits, grains, vege-
tables, and milk products meets these
criteria, and this diet is recommended in
such scriptures as the Bhagavad-gita as
most truly human.

Another common objection to vegetari-
anism is, “Jesus Christ ate meat, so why
shouldn’t we?” But vegetarian Christians
point out that the ancient Greek, from
which the New Testament was translated,
does not support the contention that Christ
ate meat.? For example, Greek words like
brosimos, prosphagion, and trophe, all of
which mean simply “food” or “nourish-
ment,” were loosely translated as “meat”
(except in the New English Bible). And,

vegetarian Christians assert, where the-

Bible states that Christ was offered fish
and a honeycomb and accepted *it”
(singular), it means the honeycomb. In the
Old Testament a verse predicts this of the
youthful Christ: “He shall eat butter and
honey, that he may know to refuse the evil
and to choose the good.” (Isaiah 7:15) The
purport would seem to be that to behave
otherwise would lead to a brutish men-
tality, which cannot be accepted in the
character of Christ.

When we look for the reasons behind

widespread meat-eating, we find that many
people have been conditioned to it from

childhood (“Finish your plate, dear; there
are people starving in India”), and they
feel guilty if they don’t indulge. In addition,
myths about the necessity of flesh-eating
persist, even in the face of volumes of
scientific evidence to the contrary. Even
the National Live Stock and Meat Board
admits that a vegetarian diet can provide
adequate nutrition.?

Protein Percentages Compared

Meat-eaters argue, “But meat is a per-
fect, complete protein, while I'd have to
spend hours purchasing, cooking, and
combining the right vegetables to get
enough protein every day.”

First of all, meat is not "pure” or “per-
fect” protein, but at best 25-30% protein.
Its net protein utilization (NPU, the
amount actually digested and absorbed by
the body) is 67%, compared to 82% for

milk, 70% for cheese, 67% for mung beans, .

and 60% for whole wheat.* By weight the
above foodstuffs may have less protein
than meat, but because their NPU is high,
simply by eating more of them or combin-
ing them one can easily meet one's protein
RDA (minimum recommended daily al-
lowance). For example, milk is only 4 to
5% protein, but two cups give about 40%
of the average usable protein RDA of 43.1
grams. A two-inch cube of cheese yields
about 30%. And the objection that vege-
tarianism is too time-consuming is ridicu-
lous. Complementarity, the right combina-
tion of foods, is as common-sense and
natural as bread and butter, and it easily
avoids dietary deficiencies. Furthermore,

complementarity increases the food value
of the combined foods (see chart below).
For example, the NPU of rice alone (60%)
and beans alone (40%) increases by 43%
when they are eaten together, and pairing
milk with whole-wheat bread increases
their combined NPU by 13%.

Besides, protein isn’t everything. Essen-
tial nutrients like iron, potassium, magne-
sium, and calcium, as well as essential
vitamins like C, A, riboflavin, niacin, and
the B complex, are almost entirely absent
in flesh foods. So vegetarian foods are
absolutely necessary to maintain good
health. What, then, is the reason for killing
animals for food (besides habit, or a
cultivated blood-lust), especially in Ameri-
can and European countries, which are
rich in vegetarian foodstuffs? Even if some
few insist upon eating cow carcasses, they
need only wait for the animals to die
naturally. Connoisseurs, who might object
that such flesh would be too tough, should
remember that slaughtered cow carcasses
are far from fresh, since they are aged up
to two weeks to dissipate and soften rigor
mortis. Such purely aesthetic reasoning
often produces vegetarians.

Many people are vegetarians for ethical
reasons, believing that it is not at all
possible to condone as “man’s dominion™
the slaughter of four billion animals each

_year.” Many others would no doubt take

up vegetarianism if they visited a slaughter-
house, or if they themselves had to kill the
animals they ate. Euphemisms like “sir-
loin,” “brisket,” or "cutlets” would then no
longer hide the horror of cow butchery,

Demonstrating Protein Complementarity
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and the visiting shoppers would no longer
agree to put the limbs or innards of cow
bodies into their mouths. Such visits should
be compulsory for all meat-eaters. Some
may think, “So what? Who will punish
me? The government makes no arrests for
cow-killing.” But they are mistaken: they
will be punished, as we shall now see.

Instant Karma, Insane Waste

The meat-rich American diet has been
scientifically proven to cause disease. A
few examples: Researchers have found
that frying meat produces carcinogens,
cancer-causing agents.® The breast milk
of nonvegetarian women contains ten
times as much pesticide as that of vege-
tarians. Many Americans, especially
among the more well-to-do, eat almost
twice as much protein as they need, and
this often tends to leach calcium out of the
bones into the bloodstream. This process
can produce bone loss and brittleness
around the age of forty. Evidence linking
the American diet with cancer and other
diseases prompted the U.S. Senate to call
for an increase in vegetarian foodstuffs in
the national diet.” Sodium nitrate, hor-
mones, and antibiotics, given to animalsin
huge amounts to fatten and calm them,
are passed on to the consumer and are
thought by many researchers to be prime
causes of disease.

Yet all these factors are not the original
causes of disease, but are themselves
manifestations of subtler causes—violations
of the laws of nature. Humans are meant
to eat vegetarian foods, but when their
uncontrollable appetites drive them to eat
flesh, they must suffer karmic reactions,
which are shared equally by all those who
participate in the slaughter—from cattle-
men to butchers to shoppers to cooks to
consumers. This is the real connection
between diet and disease: instant karma!
It may manifest immediately, as in the
case of botulism, an often deadly poison-
ing, or later on, as in the case of bone loss;
it may strike individually, as in the personal
hell of cancer, or collectively, as in the
mass slaughterhouse of the Bubonic
Plague. But in any case, there is no escap-
ing karmic reactions. We reap what we
sow, in this life and the next, for nature has
her justice above the state’s.

The Bhagavad-gitd reveals how strict
vegetarianism, when integrated with
bhakti-yoga, can counteract karma:
“Devotees are freed from karmic reactions
because they first offer their food to the
Lord, whereas others, who prepare food
only for their personal sense gratification,
eat only sin.” (Bg. 3.13) In other words,
anyone who dovetails his eating with the
principles of bhakti-yoga becomes tran-
scendental to all karmic reactions, while
one who neglects to do so incurs bad

Protein Cost Comparisons

$6.00

$5.00

$4.00

$3.00

$2.00

Cost per 43.1 g Usable Protein*

$1.00

"HHHI—IH

Source of whole wheat  split oat-
Protein flour peas meal

-

cottage lima
cheese

ham-
burger

porterhouse lamb

beans steak chops

/

* 43.1 grams of usable protein is the recommended daily allowance for the
average American male weighing 154 pounds.
Taken from Diet for a Small Flanet, p. 359. Adjusted for Dec. 1979 prices.

karma, Moreover, one who acts without
karma can dovetail his consciousness with
God’s and become aware of His personal
presence at every step. This is the true
benefit of prasada.

Economically, the nonvegetarian diet
has produced a tragedy. From 1950 to
1970, the grain output in the U.S. increased
50%.®* But how was the grain distributed?
Presently, livestock are given 85% of the
edible corn, barley, oats, sorghum, and
unexported soybeans produced in the U.S.
In addition, Americans feed almost half as
much wheat to animals as they eat them-
selves. A large portion of the U.S. conti-
nental land surface is used for the grazing
of beef cattle—valuable land that might
be used to cultivate grain. Most people
would agree that wasting food is a sin, yet
all this effort and energy produces only
about one pound of meat protein for
sixteen pounds of grain; the waste alone
could cover 90% of the yearly protein
deficit of the entire world.

On the other hand, for every pound of
grain a cow eats, she produces one pint of
milk, from which wholesome cheese,
butter, and yogurt can be made. These
foods will supply all essential nutrients for
the human diet when intelligently com-

_bined with grains, fruits, and vegetables.

There are at least forty kinds of vegetables,
nine kinds of grains, twenty kinds of fruit,

twenty kinds of beans and peas, and twelve
kinds of nuts available in the market, in
addition to the cow’s contribution. What,
then, is the need for all the violence and
disobedience to the higher laws of human-
kind, nature, and God? Let us chant Hare
Krsna, live as strict vegetarians, and be
happy in this life and the next! o
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'SRILA

BHAKTISIDDHANTA
SARASVATI
THAKURA

A Meditation

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

Today our Book Trust offices in New
York received delivery of a new
typesetting system to be used for publish-
ing Back to Godhead and other Krsna
conscious literature. It's a sophisticated
computerized arrangement with a video
terminal, 32,000 bytes of electronic mem-
ory, on-line interfaces, and other wonders
of modern microchip technology.

It will seem a little strange, perhaps, to
see young American women in saris and
shaved-headed men in orange robes sitting
at the keyboard of such a device, absorbed
in entering data or updating computer
files. It may seem incongruous, unspiritual.

Yet we don't think it’s strange at all, nor
incongruous, nor unspiritual even in the
least. In fact, we think it's delightful.

The man was here all day installing
the thing—measuring electronic pulses,
soldering wires, running diagnostics, and
all the while nearly climbing the walls
because the Hare Krsna people don't let
you smoke cigarettes in their building.

Now it's late in the evening, the man has
gone home, the machine, we hope, is ready
for action, the devotees in the building are
retiring for the night. I have been unwind-
ing a little, savoring the late-evening
peacefulness by quietly chanting Hare
Krsna on my beads.

_ My thoughts are on my spiritual master,
Srila Prabhupada, and his spiritual master,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
I have been planning to write a brief article
about Srila Bhaktisiddhanta for Back fo
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Godhead, but it has been difficult to
decide just what to say. My ideas seem
inadequate, my inspiration weak, my
intellect just slightly too foggy and dull.

But the world of spiritual tradition and
the world of technology seem to have
touched one another just at the right
moment, in a fortunate, enlightening way,
for the computerization of our publishing
offices makes sense to us only by the grace
of this simple, austere, and scholarly
spiritual teacher, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura. .

Up until the time of Srila Bhaktisiddhé@nta
Sarasvati, devotees of Krsna in India
generally avoided having anything to do
with the mechanized contrivances intro-
duced under the British raj. Better to live
simply and not divert one's mind from
meditation on Krsna, the supreme Abso-
lute Truth. After all, what would ultimately
be the benefit of modern gadgets and
conveniences? Would they really make life
happier or better? Life is meant for spiri-
tual realization —why let one’s attention
be distracted? :

But Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had a differ-
ent idea, and a higher understanding of
spirituality. He was a teacher in the line of
Srila Ripa Gosvami, the great devotee
and scholar who had written in medieval
times,

anasaktasya visayan
yatharham upayunjatah

nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe
yuktarh vairagyam ucyate

“One is perfectly detached from all materi-
alistic, worldly entanglements not when
one gives up everything but when one
employs everything properly for the ser-
vice of the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Krsna. This is understood to be
perfect renunciation in yoga.”

If everything is God's energy, why
should anything be given up? If God is
good, then His energy is also good. If God
is real, then this world and the things it
contains are also real. It is only our
misunderstanding and misuse of them that
are false. Materialistic perplexities en-
tangle us because we draw false lines of
ownership and claim God’s property as
ours. We mistakenly believe that the things
of this world are meant for ourenjoyment,
not understanding that if they are God’s
property, we should use them only in the
service of God. Puffed up by false egos,
we think ourselves masters of all we survey,
not appreciating our true nature as loving
servants of God.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta, therefore, taught
that devotees should willingly accept
whatever will be of use in Krsna's service.
This is another principle of Krsna
consciousness—that one should accept
whatever is favorable for the service of
the Lord and reject whatever is unfavorable
for that service. For example, devotees
give up intoxication, meat-eating, illicit
sex, and gambling, because although these
too are part of the world, they are obstacles
to progress in devotional service. But
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anything that enhances devotional service
one should accept.

According to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatt Thakura, the best way to serve
Krsna is to spread Krsna consciousness
for the benefit of others. This is also stated
by Krsna Himself in Bhagavad-gita. Every-
one is a part of Krsna, the supreme Ulti-
mate Reality, and therefore everyone
should know the science of how to connect
oneself with Krsna in a natural, perfectly
harmonious relationship of devotional
love. Because we have forgotten this
relationship, we are perplexed and suffer-
ing in this material world; by reviving it,
we can be freed from illusion and misery
and resume our natural life of eternal
knowledge and bliss. Because Krsna is the
father of all living beings, He earnestly
desires that we come to our senses and
resume our loving relationship with Him
and become happy.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta therefore taught
that devotees should be eager to use
everything possible for one central pur-
pose: to broadcast the glories of Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Simply by hearing about Krsna or anything
related to Krsna, one gradually becomes
enlightened. And this enlightenment can
bring the highest welfare to all.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta especially empha-
sized the importance of the printing press,
which he called “the big mrdariga.” The
myrdartiga is a clay drum used to accompany
kirtana, or congregational chanting of the
mahd-mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. But al-
though the mrdariga may be heard for a
long distance, the scientific knowledge in
the Krsna conscious literature produced
by the “big myrdarniga™ can enlighten people
all over the world.

Our spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the author of more than seventy books of
spiritual realization, was expert in playing
this “big mrdariga.” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura had personally advised
him to publish books about the science of
Krsna, and this was advice that Srila
Prabhupada diligently followed. Following
in the footsteps of é1la Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, Srila Prabhupada
gladly used everything — printing presses,
dictaphones, microphones, whatever—to
broadcast the glories of Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

So the day ends with meditation on Srila
Prabhupada and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, who taught not only
how to live amid modern technology but
how to employ that technology perfectly,
for the highest purpose, by offering it at
the lotus feet of Lord Krsna. Y

Hare Krishna! I am writing to you to
express my deep appreciation for the good
work you and all the ISKCON devotees
are doing, especially in India. About five
years ago, I began casually visiting the
Bombay Radha-Rasabihari Temple. At
tirst I was only impressed by the temple’s
cleanliness and tasteful floral decorations,
but gradually the joyous yet peaceful
atmosphere overcame me, and my feelings
for the centre deepened. I began to regu-
larly attend morning arati, and within a
few years I became certain that ISKCON
devotees were genuinely propagating our
own Vedic dharma. In 1977 I requested
the devotees to allow me to become a Life
Member of ISKCON.

I was born into a strictly vegetarian,
God conscious Hindu family, but I was not
satisfied with many of the so-called expo-
nents of our religion. Searching for a
deeper understanding of things brought
me into contact with many renowned
swamis and teachers, but all of them failed
to satisfy my inquisitive nature. In fact,
most of the religious institutions I visited
throughout India were steeped in preten-
tiousness and pettiness, and they appeared
to be nothing more than places where
simple God-fearing people are exploited
by imitation “Gods.” I shall narrate a few
incidents from my own experiences which
will clarify my statements.

In 1963 I visited a swami at his Rishikesh
ashram, and I was most appalled by his
rude behaviour. He personally would not
allow me to stay in his ashram unless I
could part with an exorbitant sum. Later,
during a visit to Poona, I witnessed that
the ashram of a so-called “Bhagavan” only
caters to the needs of either wealthy
Indians or foreigners searching for sensual
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enjoyment. This was another rude shock,
since the disciples there pose as sannyasis,
the order of life reserved for the most
disciplined and ascetic Vedic monks. At
an ashram in Ganeshpuri, I was amazed to
see that a big fat elephant was stuffed
with pounds of sweets, puris, and halava.
Feeding an elephant with sweets while so
many of our countrymen go to bed hungry
each night seems like an empty show. I
prefer the programme at Hare Krishna
Land, where spiritual food (prasada) is
freely and abundantly fed to the poor.

Such swamis as I have mentioned above
may attract lots of cheap disciples, but to
me they are just cheats or hypocrites
disguised as holy men. In our Ramayana
we have the example of Ravana dressing
up as a sannyasi to abduct Sita, the wife of
Lord Rama, and today the same phenome-
non is plaguing India. Naturally, due to my
past distasteful experiences I had my
doubts or even suspicions about the Hare
Krishna movement at first. Now, after many
years of intimate friendship with devotees,
I can say with pride that ISKCON devotees
are genuine and disciplined followers of
Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. ISKCON is
an authentic Vaishnava society, and my
family and I have benefited so much from
your association.

Reading Srila Prabhupada’s books, es-
pecially Bhagavad-gita As It Is, has opened
new dimensions for me. [ now understand
that Bhagavad-gita is intended for the most
intelligent men, Although the average man

may not be able to properly understand
the Gita, he can easily learn to compre-
hend Krishna's teachings through chanting
the Hare Krishna maha-mantra and by
receiving instructions from a bona fide
spiritual master.

A case in point. My wife was greatly
depressed several years ago, and even
expensive regular visits to a psychiatrist
proved to be of no value. Her actual
problem was a lack of enthusiasm for
cultivating material comfort. What she
wanted was spiritual life, and simply by
regularly attending the temple programme
at Hare Krishna Land and by chanting
Hare Krishna, she has become more enthu-
siastic and more happy about life than
ever. This has been to me a stirring exam-
ple of the absolute potency of Krishna
consciousness, Whereas other swamis and
gurus struck me as egotists mad after
worship and money, the Krishna con-
sciousness movement, unasked, has actu-
ally done a real service for my family and
me. From talking with the other residents
of Juhu, T have learned that everyone here
appreciates Hare Krishna Land as a
complete Vedic cultural centre.

We regularly visit the temple, the Vedic
library, and the Sunday programme. My
daughter is learning Bharata Natyam
classical dancing at Bhakti Kala Kshetra,
Hare Krishna Land’s artistic wing. We of
Juhu all extend our gratitude to Srila
Prabhupada and the devotees of ISKCON,
who have given us an opportunity to be in
touch with our religious heritage.

May Lord Krishna sustain the devotees’
efforts to spread Krishna consciousness to
the whole world. Hare Krishna.

N.D. Makker
Bombay, India



The Biography of a Pure Devotee

NCOUNTERS AT
SECOND AVENUE

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

Now that Srila Prabhupdda’s young friends
had rented him a Lower East Side store-
front (America’s first Hare Kysna temple),
he started giving his lectures there. But
the situation was anvthing but serene.

door, and returned to the street. Others
left as soon as they saw the singing was
over. Still, this is his best group yet. A few
of the Bowery congregation are present.
The boys from Mott Street are here, and

Now today we shall begin the Fourth
Chapter—what Lord Krsna says to Arjuna.

His lecture is very basic and yet (for
restless youth) heavily philosophical. Some
can't take it, and they rise to leave. Some,
upon hearing his first words, have already
risen rudely, put on their shoes at the front

they’re specifically looking for a guru.
Many in the group have already read
Bhagavad-gitd—and they're not too proud
to hear and admit that they didn't
understand it.

It's another hot and noisy July evening
outside his door. Children are on summer
vacation, and they stay out on the street

until dark. Nearby, a big dog is barking—
“RAU! RAU! RAU!” The traffic creates
constant rumbling, just outside the win-
dow little girls are shrieking, and all this
makes lecturing difficult. Yet despite the
distraction of children, traffic, and dogs,
he wants the door open. If it is closed he
says, “Why is it closed? People may come
in.” He continues undaunted, quoting
Sanskrit, holding his audience, and devel-
oping his urgent message, while the relent-
less cacophony rivals his every word. . . .
“RAU! RAU! RAU!"
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“EEE EEE EEEK! YAA AAA AAAA!”
Shrieking like little witches, the girls
disturb the whole block. In the distance, a
man shouts from his window: “Get outta
here! Get outta here!”

Prabhupada: Ask them not to make
noise.

Roy (one of the boys in the temple):
The man is chasing the kids now. :

Prabhupada: Yes, yes, these children
are making a disturbance. Ask them . . .

Roy: Yes, that’s what . . . the man’s
chasing them right now.

The man chases the children away, but
they'll be back. You can't chase the chil-
dren off the street—they live there. And
the big dog never stops barking. And who
can stop the cars? The cars are always
there. Prabhupada uses the cars to give an
example. When a car momentarily comes
into our vision on Second Avenue, we
certainly don’t think that it had no exis-
tence before we saw it or that it ceases to
exist once it has passed from view; simi-
larly, when Krsna goes from this planet to

“another, it doesn't mean He no longer
exists, although it may appear that way.
Actually, He has only left our sight. Krsna
and His incarnations constantly appear
and disappear on innumerable planets
throughout the innumerable universes of
the material creation.

The cars are always passing, roaring
and rumbling through every word Prabhu-
pada speaks. The door is open, and he is
poised at the edge of a river of carbon
monoxide, asphalt, rumbling tires, and
constant waves of traffic. He has come a
long way from the banks of his Yamuna
and Vrndavana, where great saints and
sages have gathered through the ages to
discuss Krsna consciousness. But his au-
dience lives here amidst this scene, so he
has come here, beside Second Avenue’s
river of traffic, to speak loudly the ageless
message.

He is still stressing the same point:
Whatever you do in Krsna consciousness,
however little it may be, is eternally good
for you, Yet now, more than uptown or on
the Bowery, he is calling his hearers to
take to Krsna consciousness fully and
become devotees. But he encourages
them. ... '

Anyone can become a devotee and
friend of Krsna like Arjuna. You will be
surprised that Lord Caitanya's principal
disciples were all so-called fallen in
society. He appointed Haridasa Thakura
to the highest position in His spiritual
mission, although he happened to take
birth in a Muhammadan family. So there
is no bar for anyone. Everyone can
become spiritual master, provided he
knows the science of Krsna. This is
the science of Krsna, this Bhagavad-
gitd. And if anyone knows it perfectly,

then he becomes a spiritual master,

And this transcendental vibration, Hare
Krsna, will help us by cleaning the dust
from the mirror of our mind. On the mind
we have accumulated material dust. Just
like on the Second Avenue, due to the
constant traffic of motorcars, there's
always a creation of dust over everything.
Similarly, by our manipulation of material-
istic activities, there are some material
dusts which are accumulated on the mind,
and therefore we are unable to see things
in true perspective. So this process, the

A Bowery
derelict enters,
whistling and
drunkenly
shouting. The
audience remains
seated, not
knowing what
to make of it.

vibration of the transcendental sound—
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rdma,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare—will cleanse the
dust. And as soon as the dust is cleared,
then, as you see your nice face in the
mirror, similarly you can see your real
constitutional position as spirit soul. In
Sanskrit language it is said, ceto-darpana-
marjanam. Lord Caitanya said that. Lord
Caitanya's picture you have seen on the
bookcase. He is dancing and chanting
Hare Krsna. So, it doesn't matter what a
person was doing before, what sinful
activities. A person may not be perfect at
first, but if he is engaged in service, then
he will be purified.

Suddenly a Bowery derelict enters,
whistling and drunkenly shouting. The
audience remains seated, not knowing
what to make of it.

Drunk: How are ya? I'll be right back. I
brought another thing.

Prabhupada: Don't disturb. Sit down.
We are talking seriously.

Drunk: I'll put it up there. In a church?
All right. T'll be right back.

The man is white-haired, with a short,
grizzly beard and frowzy clothing. His odor
reeks through the temple. But then he

suddenly careens out the door and is gone,
Prabhupada chuckles softly and returns
immediately to his lecture.

So it doesn't matter what a person is
doing before, if he engages in Krsna
consciousness—chanting Hare Krsna and
Bhagavad-gita —it should be concluded
that he is a saint. He is a saintly person.
Api cet suduracaro. Never mind if he may
have some external immoral habit due to
his past association. It doesn’t matter.
Some way or other, one should become
Krsna conscious, and then gradually he
will become a saintly person as he goes
on executing this process of Krsna
consciousness. -

There is a story about how habit is
second nature. There was a thief, and he
went on pilgrimage with some friends. So
at night when the others were sleeping,
because his habit was to steal at night, he
got up and was taking someone s baggage.
But then he was thinking, "Oh, I have
come to this holy place of pilgrimage, but
still I am committing theft by habit. No, I
shall not do it.”

So then he took someone's bag and put
it in anothers place, and for the whole
night the poor fellow moved the bags of
the pilgrims from here to there. But due to
his conscience, because he was on a holy
pilgrimage, he did not actually take any-
thing. So in the morning when everyone
got up, they looked around and said,
“Where is my bag? I don't see it.” And
another man says, "I don't see my bag.”
And thensomeone says, “Oh, there is your
bag.” So there was some row, so they
thought, “What is the maiter? How has it
50 happened?”

Then the thief rose up and told all of the
friends, "My dear gentlemen, I am a thief
by occupation, and because I have that
habit to steal at night, I couldn'’t stop
myself. But I thought, I have come to this
holy place, so I won't do it." Therefore |
placed one person’s bag in another man's
place. Please excuse me."”

So this is habit. He doesn't want to, but
he has a habit of doing it. He has decided
not to commit theft anymore, but some-
times he does, habitually. So Krsna says
that in such conditions, when one has
decided to stop all immoral habits and just
take to this process of Krsna conscious-
ness, if by chance he does something which
is immoral in the face of society, that
should not be taken account of. In the
next verse Krsna says, ksipram bhavati
dharmatma: because he has dovetailed
himself in Krsna consciousness, it is sure
that he will be saintly very soon.

Suddenly the old derelict returns,
announcing his entrance: “How are ya?”
He is carrying something. He maneuvers
his way through the group, straight to the
back of the temple, where Prabhupada is
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sitting. He opens the toilet room door,
puts two rolls of bathroom tissue inside,
closes the door, and then turns to the sink,
sits some paper towels on top of it, and
puts two more rolls of bathroom tissue
and some more paper towels under the
sink. He then stands and turns around
toward the Swami and the audience. The
Swami is looking at him and asks, “"What is
this?"” The bum is silent now; he has done
his work. Prabhupada begins to laugh,
thanking his visitor, who is now moving
towards the door: “Thank you. Thank you
very much.” The bum exits. “Just see,”
Prabhupada now addresses his congrega-
tion. “It is a natural tendency to give some
service. Just see, he is not in order, but he
thought that, ‘Here is something. Let me
get some service.' Just see how automati-
cally it comes. This is natural.”

The young men in the audience look at
one another. This is really far out—first
the chanting with the brass cymbals, the
Swami looking like Buddha and talking
about Krsna and chanting, and now this
crazy stuff with the bum. But the Swami
stays cool, he’s really cool, just sitting on
the floor like he's not afraid of anything,
just talking of his philosophy about the
soul and us becoming saints and even the
old drunk becoming a saint!

After almost an hour, the dog still barks,
and the kids still squeal.

Prabhupada is asking his hearers, who
don't even qualify as laymen, to become
totally dedicated preachers of Krsna con-
sciousness: “In the Bhagavad-gita you will
find that anyone who preaches the gospel
of Bhagavad-gitato the people of the world
is the most dear, the dearest person to
Krsna. Therefore it is our duty to preach
the principles of this Bhagavad-gita to
make people Krsna conscious.” It's as if he
can't wait to tell them —even if they aren’t
ready. It's too urgent. The world needs
Krsna conscious preachers.

People are suffering for want of Krsna
consciousness. Therefore, each and every
one of us should be engaged in the preach-
ing work of Krsna consciousness for the
benefit of the whole world. Lord Caitanya,
whose picture is in the front of our store,
has very nicely preached the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness. The Lord says,
“Just take My orders, all of you, and
become a spiritual master. " Lord Caitanya
gives the order that in every country you
go and preach Krsna consciousness. So if
we take up this missionary work to preach
Bhagavad-gita, without interpretation and
without any material motives behind it—as
it is—then Krsna says it shall be done. We
should not have any attraction for worldly
activities, otherwise we can't have Krsna.
But it doesn’t mean that we should be
inimical to the people of the world. No, it
is our duty to give them the highest

instruction, that you become Krsna
conscious and . . .

A young man in the audience seems
unable to contain himself and begins
making his own incoherent speech.

Prabhupada: No. You cannot disturb
just now.

Man (standing up): Now wait a minute,
man. (A quarrel begins as others try to
quiet him.)

Prabhupada: No, no, no. No, no, no, no.
Not just now. No, no, you cannot ask just
now.

The Lower East
Side abates.
The chanting
begins: cymbals,
Prabhupada’s
voice carrying
the melody,
the audience
responding.

—

Man: Well, I am trying to talk.

Prabhupada: No, just now you cannot
ask.

Man: But wait a minute, man. Wait.

Prabhupada: Why do you interfere just
now? We have a regular question time.

Others in the audience: Let the man
finish. Yeah, let him talk. (The man has
gained some supporters, who defend his
right to speak. Others try to silence him.)

Second Man: [ have just one question,
please. How long is an individual allowed
or expected to go on without any type of
thought? How long?

Prabhupada: I am not finished. We'll
give question time after finishing the talk.
(The parties go on quarreling.) All right, I
am very glad you are curious, but please
wait. Have some patience, because we
have not finished. As soon as we finish,
after five minutes, ten minutes, I will tend
to your question. Don't be impatient. Sit
down. (The audience quiets down, and
Prabhupada goes on with his talk.)

After five minutes. . .

Prabhupada: All right. This gentleman
is impatient. We shalil stop here. Now what
is your question, sir?

Man: Practically we tend to place em-
phasis on those we identify with the fact

itself. Many people are meant to explain
the whyfores and the wherefores of the
metaphysical truth, that I think, therefore
Lam.

Prabhupada: What is your particular
question?

Man: [ have no answer to that question.
Rather, but that I attempt, I move, [ live,
I breathe.

Prabhupada: Yes.

Man: So ability—tell me why I have
nothing to do with it. May I understand
the whyfores and wheres?

Prabhupéada: That'’s all right.

Man: I have difficulty in you. I have
difficulty in saying.

Prabhupada: So long as we are in this
matertal world there are so many
problems.

Man: Not many problems. It is not
many problems. This is the greatest fact. I
have . .. Iknow. ..

Prabhupada: Yes.

Man: [ also know that the whys and
wherefores of my particular . . .

Prabhupada: Yes.

Man: [ didn't come here . .. But let me
explain my position. This isn't necessarily
... Ifeel Imust... Ithink the difference is
to learn . . . Youlll find it innumerable
times, by the same token ... Maybe we are
able to reconcile the fact of individual
being for a long time to find out why we
are existing . . .

Prabhupada (turning to one of the boys):
Roy, can you answer his question? It is a
general question. You can answer, yes?

Roy turns sympathetically to the ram-
bling questioner, and Srila Prabhupéada
addresses his audience: “Enough ques-
tions.” His voice now seems tired and
resigned: “Let us have kirtana” And the
Lower East Side once again abates. The
chanting begins: the brass cymbals,
Prabhupéada’s voice carrying the melody,
and the audience responding. It goes for
half an hour and then stops.

It is now 9:00. The audience sits before
Prabhupada while a boy brings him an
apple, a small wooden bowl, and a knife.
As most of the audience still sits and
watches, gauging the aftereffects of the
chanting as though it had been some new
drug, Prabhupada cuts the apple in half,
then in fourths, then in eighths, until there
are many pieces. He takes one himself and
asks one of the boys to pass the bowl
around. Prabhupada holds back his head
and deftly pops a slice of apple into his
mouth, without touching his fingers to his
lips. He chews a bit, ruminating, his lips
closed.

The members of the congregation
munch silently on little pieces of apple.
Prabhupada stands, slips into his shoes,
and exits through the side door. g

( To be continued.)
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Why Do They Seem So Strange?”’

This exchange between His Divine Grace
A, C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda
and reporters took place at New York's
John F. Kennedy International Airport.

Reporter: Swamiji, what special message
would you have for people who don’t know
anything about your movement and would
like to know something about it?

Srila Prabhupada: It is a little difficult to
understand this movement, because itis a
spiritual movement. Unfortunately, people
have practically no information about
what spirit is and what a spiritual move-
ment is. They can simply understand that
the body is there—but the body is a
machine, and the driver of the machine is
the spirit soul. So we are beginning our
movement from this platform. People are
very much engrossed with the machine
only, but they have no information about
who is driving the machine. That is what
we are teaching.

Reporter: Swamiji, your movement has
received much attention because many of
your followers dress in what, for the West,
is an odd fashion. Why have you asked
your followers to dress in this fashion and
play drums on the streets?

Srila Prabhupada: This is our preaching
method —somehow or other to draw
people’s attention, so that they may have
the opportunity to revive their eternal
relationship with God.

Reporter: I'm sure that you're aware that
to many people in the West, your disciples
seem strange because of the way they act
on the streets, What about that?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they must seem
strange, because they are acting spiritually.
To materialistic persons we are surely
acting strangely.

Reporter: Is this manifestation the only
way to be spiritual?

Srila Prabhupada: No, there is much more.
For instance, we don’t have any illicit sex;
we don’t have meat-eating; we have no
intoxication; we have no gambling.
Reporter: But I mean, Swamiji, is this
manifestation—dressing in this fashion,
playing drums, and dancing in the streets—
the only way to be spiritual?

Srila Prabhupada: No. We have published
about seventy books [Srila Prabhupada’s
translations and commentaries on the
Vedic literatures|. If you want to learn
about this movement through science and
philosophy, you have got our books. Have
you not seen our books?

Reporter: Yes, I have, but—can’t people

be spiritual without dressing in this fashion
and dancing in the streets?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. You
can become spiritualized in the clothing
you are wearing now. You simply have to
learn about spiritual life from the books,
Dress is not a very important thing. Still, in
the material world one person is dressed
in one way; another, another way.
Reporter: The way we ordinary people
dress lets us move in all circles. But the
way your disciples dress . . .

$rila Prabhupada: The thing is, to signify
that one is performing a particular job, he
may dress differently. For example, a
policeman is differently dressed, so that
others can understand that he is a police-
man, Similarly, we are also differently
dressed, so that everyone may understand
that we are Hare Krsna people.

Second Reporter: Swami, I saw a televi-
sion program about your movement once,
and they said that the men give the direc-
tions and the women follow. Is that true?
Srila Prabhupada: Not necessarily. We
follow the Bhagavad-gitd, the directions
of Lord Krsna. That is applicable to both
men and women.

Second Reporter: Are men regarded as
superior to women, though?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, naturally. Naturally
a woman requires protection by a man—in
childhood she is protected by her father,
later she is protected by her husband, and
in old age she is protected by her eldest
sons. That is natural.

Second Reporter: That goes against the
thinking of a lot of people in America now.

Do you know that?

Srila Prabhupada: In America, maybe. But
this is the natural situation. Women
require protection.

Third Reporter: Swamiji, is there a chance
that all your followers can realize the
highest truth?

Srila Prabhupada: They already have.
Third Reporter: They already have?
Srila Prabhupada: Certainly, and I can
deliver it to you, also, if you want. The
highest truth is that God is a person, like
you and me. Now, what is the difference
between this one person and all the rest of
us? It is this: He maintains all of us, and we
are maintained by Him. But He is also a
person, like you and me. Do you follow?
Third Reporter: Yes, I do.

Srila Prabhupada: So my disciples have
already realized the highest truth, Other-
wise, why would they be following a
teacher like me? I am a poor Indian man.
Why are they following me? They are
American—they are rich. So how could I
have bribed them? These young people
are educated, qualified, Why are they
following me, unless they have already
realized some higher knowledge?

Fourth Reporter: Swamiji, I have one
more question for you, please, It seems to
me, and I think to other sympathetic
observers, that you have asked your spiri-
tual children to go deep within the heart
of the Krsna consciousness movement to
accomplish what you've set as their goal.
But as far as I know, they do not work in,
for instance, hospitals or perform service
to the “outer world” other than offering
free meals at the temple and preaching
the word of Lord Krsna.

Srila Prabhupida: Many of my disciples
work at ordinary professions, of course.
But do you know what real service is?
Fourth Reporter: The answer should come
from you and not from me.

Srila Prabhupada: Suppose you open a
hospital. You can cure some disease for
the time being, but can you give a patient
any assurance that he will not die? Can
you protect him from death? In spite of all
your big hospitals, can you protect hu-
manity from death, from birth, from old
age, from disease? Can you?

Fourth Reporter: Physically, of course not.
Only spiritually.

Srila Prabhupada: So we are providing
that—the process whereby one can return
to the kingdom of God, where there is no
more death, no more birth, no more old
age, and no more disease, oV
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Book Section

The Beautgﬁd Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER FOUR
The Process of Creation

While offering pravers to Lord ST Krsna, the learned Sukadeva has

explained -that even the most lowborn and sinful can be purified by
seeking shelter from the Lord’s devotees, because He is the supreme
power. Here Sukadeva continues his prayers.

(purport continued from last issue)

According to the cult of devtion, generally known as the Vaisnava
cult, there is no bar against anyone’s advancing in the matter of God
realization. A Vaisnava is powerful enough to turn into a Vaisnava even
the Kirita, etc., as above mentioned. In the Bhagavad-gita (9.32) it is
said by the Lord that there is no bar to becoming a devotee of the Lord
(even for those who are lowborn, or women, sidras or vaisyas), and by
becoming a devotee everyone is eligible to return home, back to God-
head, The only qualification is that one take shelter of a pure devotee of
the Lord who has thorough knowledge in the transcendental science of
Krsna (Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam). Anyone from any part
of the world who becomes well conversant in the science of Krsna be-
comes a pure devotee and a spiritual master for the general mass of
people and may reclaim them by purification of heart. Though a person
be even the most sinful man, he can at once be purified by systematic
contact with a pure Vaisnava. A Vaisnava, therefore, can accept a hona
fide disciple from any part of the world without any consideration of
caste and creed and promote him by regulative principles to the status of
a pure Vaisnava who is transcendental to brahminical culture. The
system of caste, or varnasrama-dharma, is no longer regular even
amongst the so-called followers of the system. Nor is it now possible to
reestablish the institutional function in the present context of social,
political and economic revolution. Without any reference to the particu-
lar custom of a country, one can be accepted to the Vaisnava cult spiritu-
ally, and there is no hindrance in the transcendental process. So by the
order of Lord Sri Caitanya Mah@iprabhu, the cult of Srimad-Bhagavatam
or the Bhagavad-gitd can be preached all over the world, reclaiming all
persons willing to accept the transcendental cult. Such cultural propa-
ganda by the devotees will certainly be accepted by all persons who are
reasonable and inquisitive, without any particular bias for the custom of
the country. The Vaisnava never accepts another Vaisnava on the basis
of birthright, just as he never thinks of the Deity of the Lord in a temple
as an idol. And to remove all doubts in this connection, Srila Sukadeva
Gosvami has invoked the blessings of the Lord, who is all-powerful
(prabhavisnave namah). As the all-powerful Lord accepts the humble
service of His devotee in devotional activities of the arcana, His form as
the worshipable Deity in the temple, similarly the body of a pure
Vaisnava changes transcendentally at once when he gives himself up to

the service of the Lord and is trained by a qualified Vaisnava. The in-
junction of Vaisnava regulation in this connection runs as follows: arcye
visnau Sila-dhir gurusu nara-matir vaisnave jati-buddhih Sri-visnor
namni sabda-samdanya-buddhih, etc. “*One should not consider the Deity
of the Lord as worshiped in the temple to be an idol, nor should one con-
sider the authorized spiritual master an ordinary man. Nor should one
consider a pure Vaisnava to belong to a particular caste, etc.” (Padma
Puréna)

The conclusion is that the Lord, being all-powerful, can, under any
and every circumstance, accept anyone from any part of the world, either
personally or through His bona fide manifestation as the spiritual master.
Lord Caitanya accepted many devotees from communities other than the
varnéramites, and He Himself declared, to teach us, that He does not
belong to any caste or social order of life, but that He is the eternal ser-
vant of the servant of the Lord who maintains the damsels of Vrndavana
(Lord Krsna). That is the way of self-realization.

TEXT 19
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sa esa atmatmavatam adhisvaras
trayimayo dharmamayas tapomayah

gata-vyalikair aja-Sankaradibhir
vitarkya-lingo bhagavan prasidatam

sah—He; esah—it is; atma—the Supersoul; dtmavatam—of the self-
realized souls; adhi$varah—the Supreme Lord; trayi-mayah—per-
sonified Vedas; dharma-mayah—personified religious scripture; tapah-
mayah—personified austerity; gata-vyalikaih—by those who are
above all pretensions; aja—Brahmaji; sartkara-adibhih—by Lord Siva
and others; vitarkya-lingah—one who is observed with awe and venera-
tion; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead: prasidatim—be kind
toward me.

TRANSLATION

He is the Supersoul and the Supreme Lord of all self-realized
souls. He is the personification of the Vedas, religious scriptures
and austerities. He is worshiped by Lord Brahma and Siva and all
those who are transcendental to all pretensions. Being so revered
with awe and veneration, may that Supreme Absolute be pleased
with me.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead, although the Lord of
all followers of different paths of self-realization, is knowable only by
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68 srimad-Bhagavalam

[Canto 2, Ch, 4

those who are above all pretensions. Everyone is searching for eternal
peace or eternal life, and with an aim to this destination everyone is
either studying the Vedic scriptures or other religious scriptures or
undergoing severe austerity as empiric philosophers, as mystics yogis or
as unalloyed devotees, etc. But the Supreme Lord is perfectly realized
only by the devotees because they are above all pretensions. Those who
are on the path of self-realization are generally classified as karmis,
jianis, yogis, or devotees of the Lord. The karmis, who are much at-
tracted by the fruitive activities of the Vedic rituals, are called bhukti-
kami, or those who desire material enjoyment. The jAanis, who try to be-
come one with the Supreme by mental speculation, are called mukti-
kami, or those who desire liberation from material existence. The mystic
yogis, who practice different types of austerities for attainment of eight
kinds of material perfection and who ultimately meet the Supersoul
(Paramatma) in trance, are called siddhi-kami, or those who desire the
perfection of becoming finer than the finest, becoming heavier than the
heaviest, getting everything desired, having control over everyone, cre-
ating everything liked, etc. All these are abilities of a powerful yogi. But
the devotees of the Lord do not want anything like that for self-
satisfaction. They want only to serve the Lord because the Lord is great
and as living entities they are eternally subordinate parts and parcels of
the Lord. This perfect realization of the self by the devotee helps him to
become desireless, to desire nothing for his personal self, and thus the
devotees are called niskami, without any desire. A living entity, by his
constitutional position, cannot be void of all desires (the bhukti-kami,
mukti-kami and siddhi-kami all desire something for personal satisfac-
tion), but the niskami devotees of the Lord desire everything for the
satisfaction of the Lord. They are completely dependent on the orders of
the Lord and are always ready to discharge their duty for the satisfaction
of the Lord.

In the beginning Arjuna placed himself as one of those who desire
self-satisfaction, for he desired not to fight in the Battle of Kuruksetra,
but to make him desireless the Lord preached the Bhagavad-gita, in
which the ways of karma-yoga, jiana-yoga, hatha-yoga and also bhahti-
yoga were explained. Because Arjuna was without any pretension, he
changed his decision and satisfied the Lord by agreeing to fight (karisye
vacanan tava), and thus he became desireless.

The examples of Brahma and Lord Siva are specifically cited here be-
cause Brahmaji, Lord Siva, Srimati Laksmiji and the four Kumaras
(Sanaka, Sanatana, etc.) are leaders of the four desireless Vaisnava
sampraddyas. They are all freed from all pretensions. Srila Jiva Gosvami
interprets the word gata-vyalikaih as projjhita-kaitavaih, or those who
are freed from all pretensions (the unalloyed devotees only). In the
Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.149) it is said:

krsna-bhakta—niskama, ata eva Santa’
bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kami, sakali ‘asanta’

Those who are after fruitive results for their pious activities, those who
desire salvation and identity with the Supreme, and those who desire ma-
terial perfections of mystic power are all restless because they want
something for themselves, but the devotee is completely peaceful because
he has no demand for himself and is always ready to serve the desire of
the Lord. The conclusion is, therefore, that the Lord is for everyone be-
cause no one can achieve the result of his respective desires without His
sanction, but as stated by the Lord in Bhagavad-gita (8.9), all such
results are awarded by Him only, for the Lord is adhisvara (the original
controller) of everyone, namely the Vedantists, the great karma-
kandtyas, the great religious leaders, the great performers of austerity
and all who are striving for spiritual advancement. But ultimately He is
realized by the pretensionless devotees only. Therefore special stress is
given to the devotional service of the Lord by Srila Sukadeva Gosvami.

TEXT 20
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Sriyah patir yajiia-patih praja-patir
dhiyar patir loka-patir dhara-patih

patir gatis candhaka-vrsni-satvatam
prasidatar me bhagavan satam patih

Sriyah—all opulence; patih—the owner; yajia—of sacrifice; patih—
the director; prajd-patih—the leader of all living entities; dhiyam—of
intelligence; patih—the master; loka-patih—the proprietor of all plan-
ets; dhara—earth; patih—the supreme; patih—head; gatih—destina-
tion; ca—also; andhaka—one of the kings of the Yadu dynasty; vrsni—
the first king of the Yadu dynasty; satvatam—the Yadus; prasidatam—
be merciful; me—upon me; bhagavan—Lord Sri Krsna; satdm—of all
devotees; patih—the Lord.

TRANSLATION

May Lord Sri Krsna, who is the worshipable Lord of all devotees,
the protector and glory of all the kings like Andhaka and Vrgni of
the Yadu dynasty, the hushand of all goddesses of fortune, the
director of all sacrifices and therefore the leader of all living en-
tities, the controller of all intelligence, the proprietor of all plan-
ets, spiritual and material, and the supreme incarnation on the
earth (the supreme all in all), be merciful upon me.

PURPORT

Since Sukadeva Gosvami is one of the prominent gata-vyalikas, who
are freed from all misconceptions, he therefore expresses his own
realized perception of Lord Sri Krsna as being the sum total of all perfec-
tion, the Personality of Godhead. Everyone is seeking the favor of the
goddess of fortune, but people do not know that Lord Sri Krsna is the
beloved husband of all goddesses of fortune. In the Brahma-samhitd it is
said that the Lord, in His transcendental abode Goloka Vrndavana, is ac-
customed to herding the surabhi cows and is served there by hundreds of
thousands of goddesses of fortune. All these goddesses of fortune are
manifestations of His transcendental pleasure potency (hladini-sakti) in
His internal energy, and when the Lord manifested Himself on this earth
He partially displayed the activities of His pleasure potency in His rdsa-
Iila just to attract the conditioned souls, who are all after the phan-
tasmagoria pleasure potency in degraded sex enjoyment. The pure
devotees of the Lord like Sukadeva Gosvami, who was completely
detached from the abominable sex life of the material world, discussed
this act of the Lord’s pleasure potency certainly not in relation to sex, but
to relish a transcendental taste inconceivable to the mundaners who are
after sex life. Sex life in the mundane world is the root-cause of being
conditioned by the shackles of illusion, and certainly Sukadeva Gosvami
was never interested in the sex life of the mundane world. Nor does the
manifestation of the Lord’s pleasure potency have any connection with
such degraded things. Lord Caitanya was a strict sannydsi, so much so
that He did not allow any woman to come near Him, not even to bow
down and offer respects. He never even heard the prayers of the
deva-dasis offered in the temple of Jagannitha because a sannydsi is
forbidden to hear songs sung by the fair sex. Yet even in the rigid posi-
tion of a sannyasi He recommended the mode of worship preferred by
the gopis of Vrndavana as the topmost loving service possible to be ren-
dered to the Lord. And Srimati Radharani is the principal head of all
such goddesses of fortune, and therefore She is the pleasure counterpart
of the Lord and is nondifferent from Krsna.

In the Vedic rituals there are recommendations for performing dif-
ferent types of sacrifice in order to achieve the greatest benefit in life.
Such benedictions as the results of performing great sacrifices are, after
all, favors given by the goddess of fortune, and the Lord, being the hus-
band or lover of the goddess of fortune, is factually the Lord of all
sacrifices also, He is the final enjoyer of all kinds of yajiia; therefore
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Yajfia-pati is another name of Lord Visnu. It is recommended in the
Bhagavad-gita that everything be done for the Yajiia-pati (yajidrtat
karmanah), for otherwise one's acts will be the cause of conditioning by
the law of material nature. Those who are not freed from all miscon-
ceptions (vyalikam) perform sacrifices to please the minor demigods, but
the devotees of the Lord know very well that Lord Sri Krsna is the
supreme enjoyer of all performances of sacrifice; therefore they perform
the sankirtana-yajiia (Sravanar kirtanam visnoh), which is especially
recommended in this age of Kali. In Kali-yuga, performance of other
types of sacrifice is not feasible due to insufficient arrangements and
inexpert priesthood.

We have information from the Bhagavad-gita (3.10-11) that Lord
Brahma, after giving rebirth to the conditioned souls within the uni-
verse, instructed them to perform sacrifices and to lead a prosperous life.
With such sacrificial performances the conditioned souls will never be in
difficulty in keeping body and soul together. Ultimately they can purify
their existence. They will find natural promotion into spiritual existence,
the real identity of the living being. A conditioned soul should never give
up the practice of sacrifice, charity and austerity, in any circumstances.
The aim of all such sacrifices is to please the Yajfia-pati, the Personality
of Godhead; therefore the Lord is also Praja-pati. According to the
Katha Upanisad, the one Lord is the leader of the innumerable living
entities. The living entities are maintained by the Lord (eko bahindm yo
vidadhati kaman). The Lord is therefore called the supreme Bhiita-bhrt,
or maintainer of all living beings.

Living beings are proportionately endowed with intelligence in terms
of their previous activities. All living beings are not equally endowed
with the same quality of intelligence because behind such development
of intelligence is the control of the Lord, as declared in the Bhagavad-
gita (15.15). As Paramatma, Supersoul, the Lord is living in everyone’s
heart, and from Him only does one’s power of remembrance, knowledge
and forgetfulness follow (mattah smytir jianam apohanarh ca). One per-
son can sharply remember past activities by the grace of the Lord while
others cannot. One is highly intelligent by the grace of the Lord, and one
is a fool by the same control. Therefore the Lord is Dhiyam-pati, or the
Lord of intelligence.

The conditioned souls strive to become lords of the material world.
Everyone is trying to lord it over the material nature by applying his
highest degree of intelligence. This misuse of intelligence by the condi-
tioned soul is called madness. One’s full intelligence should be applied to
get free from the material clutches. But the conditioned soul, due to
madness only, engages his full energy and intelligence in sense gratifica-
tion, and to achieve this end of life he willfully commits all sorts of
misdeeds. The result is that instead of attaining an unconditional life of
full freedom, the mad conditioned soul is entangled again and again in
different types of bondage in material bodies. Everything we see in the
material manifestation is but the creation of the Lord. Therefore He is
the real proprietor of everything in the universes. The conditioned soul
can enjoy a fragment of this material creation under the control of the
Lord, but not self-sufficiently. That is the instruction in the ISopanisad.
One should be satisfied with things awarded by the Lord of the universe.
It is out of madness only that one tries to encroach upon another’s share
of material possessions.

The Lord of the universe, out of His causeless mercy upon the condi-
tioned souls, descends by His own energy (atma-maya) to reestablish the
eternal relation of the conditioned souls with Him. He instructs all to sur-
render unto Him instead of falsely claiming to be enjoyers for a certain
limit under His control. When He so descends He proves how much
greater is His ability to enjoy, and He exhibits His power of enjoyment by
(for instance) marrying sixteen thousand wives at once. The conditioned
soul is very proud of becoming the husband of even one wife, but the
Lord laughs at this; the intelligent man can know who is the real
husband. Factually, the Lord is the husband of all the women in His cre-
ation, but a conditioned soul under the control of the Lord feels proud to
be the husband of one or two wives. .

All these qualifications as the different types of pati mentioned in this

verse are meant for Lord Sri Krsna, and Sukadeva Gosvami has therefore
especially mentioned the patiand gati of the Yadn dynasty. The members
of the Yadu dynasty knew that Lord Sri Krsna is everything, and all of
them intended to return to Lord Krsna after He had finished His tran-

scendental pastimes on the earth. The Yadu dynasty was annihilated by

the will of the Lord because its members had to return home with the
Lord. The annihilation of the Yadu dynasty was a material show created
by the Supreme Lord; otherwise the Lord and the members of the Yadu
dynasty are all eternal associates. The Lord is therefore the guide of all
devotees, and as such, Sukadeva Gosvami offered Him due respects with
love-laden feelings.

TEXT 21
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yad-anghry-abhidhyana-samadhi-dhautaya
dhiyanupasyanti hi tattvam dtmanah
vadanti caitat kavayo yathd-rucam
sa me mukundo bhagavin prasidatam

yat-anghri—whose lotus feet; abhidhydna—thinking of, at every
second; samddhi—trance; dhautayd—being washed off; dhiya—by
such clean intelligence; anupasyanti—does see by following authorities;
hi—certainly; tattvam—the Absolute Truth; dtmanak—of the Supreme
Lord and of oneself; vadanti—they say; ca—also; etat—this; ka-
vayah—philosophers or learned scholars; yatha-rucam—as he thinks;
sah—He; me—mine; mukundah—Lord Krsna (who gives liberation);
bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead; prasidatam—be pleased with
me.

TRANSLATION

It is the Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna who gives liberation.
By thinking of His lotus feet at every second, following in the
footsteps of authorities, the devotee in trance can see the Absolute
Truth. The learned mental speculators, however, think of Him ac-
cording to their whims. May the Lord be pleased with me. ;

PURPORT

The mystic yogis, after a strenuous effort to control the senses, may be
situated in a trance of yoga just to have a vision of the Supersoul within
everyone, but the pure devotee, simply by remembering the Lord’s lotus
feet at every second, at once becomes established in real trance because
by such realization his mind and intelligence are completely cleansed of
the diseases of material enjoyment. The pure devotee thinks himself
fallen into the ocean of birth and death and incessantly prays to the Lord
to lift him up. He only aspires to become a speck of transcendental dust
at the lotus feet of the Lord. The pure devotee, by the grace of the Lord,
absolutely loses all attraction for material enjoyment, and to keep free
from contamination he always thinks of the lotus feet of the Lord. King
Kulaéekhara, a great devotee of the Lord, prayed:

krsna tvadiya-pada-panhaja-paiijarantam
adyaiva me visatu manasa-raja-harhsah

prana-prayana-samaye kapha-vata-pittaih
kanthavarodhana-vidhau smaranarm kutas te

“My Lord Krsna, I pray that the swan of my mind may immediately sink
down to the stems of the lotus feet of Your Lordship and be locked in
their network; otherwise at the time of my final breath, when my throat
is choked up with cough, how will it be possible to think of You?”
There is an intimate relationship between the swan and the lotus stem.
So the comparison is very appropriate: without becoming a swan, or
paramaharisa, one cannot enter into the network of the lotus feet of the
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70 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 2, Ch. 4, Text 22]

Lord. As stated in the Brahma-sarhitd, the mental speculators, even by
dint of learned scholarship, cannot even dream of the Absolute Truth by
speculating over it for eternity. The Lord reserves the right of not being
exposed to such mental speculators. And because they cannot enter into
the network stem of the lotus feet of the Lord, all mental speculators dif-
fer in conclusions, and at the end they make a useless compromise by
saying “‘as many conclusions, as many ways,” according to one's own in-
clination (yatha-rucam). But the Lord is not like a shopkeeper trying to
please all sorts of customers in the mental speculator exchange. The Lord
is what He is, the Absolute Personality of Godhead, and He demands ab-
solute surrender unto Him only. The pure devotee, hawever, by follow-
ing the ways of previous dcdryas, or authorities, can see the Supreme
Lord through the transparent medium of a bona fide spiritual master
(anupasyanti). The pure devotee never tries to see the Lord by mental
speculation, but by following in the footsteps of the dcdryas (mahdjano
yena gatah sa panthah). Therefore there is no difference of conclusions
amongst the Vaisnava dcaryas regarding the Lord and the devotees, Lord
Caitanya asserts that the living entity (jfva) is eternally the servitor of
the Lord and that he is simultaneously one with and different from the
Lord. This tattva of Lord Caitanya's is shared by all four sampradayas of
the Vaisnava school (all accepting eternal servitude to the Lord even
after salvation), and there is no authorized Vaisnava dedrya who may
think of the Lord and himself as one.

This humbleness of the pure devotee, who is one hundred percent
engaged in His service, puts the devotee of the Lord in a trance by which
to realize everything, because to the sincere devotee of the Lord, the
Lord reveals Himself, as stated in the Bhagavad-gita (10.10), The Lord,
being the Lord of intelligence in everyone (even in the nondevotee),
favors His devotee with proper intelligence so that automatically the pure
devotee is enlightened with the factual truth about the Lord and His dif-
ferent energies. The Lord is revealed not by one’s speculative power or
by one’s verbal jugglery over the Absolute Truth. Rather, He reveals
Himself to a devotee when He is fully satisfied by the devotee’s service
attitude. Sukadeva Gosvami is not a mental speculator or compromiser of
the theory of *‘as many ways, as many conclusions.” Rather, he prays to
the Lord only, invoking His transcendental pleasure. That is the way of
knowing the Lord.

TEXT 22
Ra 3 U awE
o wdi w1l g )
wogm Mol e
& & i gEEa 111

pracodita yena purd sarasvati
vitanvatdjasya satirh smrtim hrdi

sva-laksanda pradurabhiit kilasyatah
sa me rsinam rsabhah prasidatam

pracoditd—inspired; yena—by whom; purd—in the beginning of
creation; sarasvati—the goddess of learning; vitanvatd—amplified;
ajasya—of Brahmi, the first created living being; satim smrtim —potent
memory; hrdi—in the heart; sva—in his own; laksand—aiming at;
pradurabhit—was generated; kila—as if; dsyatah—from the mouth;
sah—he; me—unto me; rsindm—of the teachers; rsabhah—the chief;

prasidatam—be pleased,

TRANSLATION
May the Lord, who in the beginning of the creation amplified
the potent knowledge of Brahmi from within his heart and in-
spired him with full knowledge of creation and of His own Self,
and who appeared to be generated from the mouth of Brahma, be
pleased with me,
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As we have already discussed hereinbefore, the Lord, as the Supersoul
of all living beings from Brahmi to the insignificant ant, endows all with
the required knowledge potent in every living being. A living being is
sufficiently potent to possess knowledge from the Lord in the proportion
of fifty sixty-fourths, or seventy-eight percent of the full knowledge ac-
quirable. Since the living being is constitutionally part and parcel of the
Lord, he is unable to assimilate all the knowledge that the Lord possesses
Himself. In the conditioned state, the living being is subject to forget
everything after a change of body known as death. This potent knowl-
edge is again inspired by the Lord from within the heart of every living
being, and it is known as the awakening of knowledge, for it is compara-
ble to awakening from sleep or unconsciousness. This awakening of
knowledge is under the full control of the Lord, and therefore we find in
the practical world different grades of knowledge in different persons.
This awakening of knowledge is neither an automatic nor a material in-
teraction, The supply source is the Lord Himself (dhiyam patih), for
even Brahma is also subject to this regulation of the supreme creator, In
the beginning of the creation, Brahma is born first without any father
and mother because before Brahma there were no other living beings.
Brahmi is born from the lotus which grows from the abdomen of the
Garbhodakasayi Visnu, and therefore he is known as Aja. This Brahma,
or Aja, is also a living being, part and parcel of the Lord, but being the
most pious devotee of the Lord, Brahma is inspired hy the Lord to create,
subsequent to the main creation by the Lord, through the agency of
material nature. Therefore neither the material nature nor Brahma is in-
dependent of the Lord. The material scientists can merely observe the
reactions of the material nature without understanding the direction
behind such activities, as a child can see the action of electricity without
any knowledge of the powerhouse engineer. This imperfect knowledge of
the material scientist is due to a poor fund of knowledge. The Vedic
knowledge was therefore first impregnated within Brahmd, and it ap-
pears that Brahma distributed the Vedic knowledge. Brahma is un-
doubtedly the speaker of the Vedic knowledge, but actually he was in-
spired by the Lord to receive such transcendental knowledge, as it
directly descends from the Lord. The Vedas are therefore called
apauruseya, or not imparted by any created being. Before the creation
the Lord was there (narayanah paro vyaktat), and therefore the words
spoken by the Lord are vibrations of transcendental sound. There is a
gulf of difference between the two qualities of sound, namely prakrta
and aprakrta. The physicist can deal only with the prakria sound, or
sound vibrated in the material sky, and therefore we must know that the
Vedic sounds recorded in symbolic expressions cannot be understood by
anyone within the universe unless and until one is inspired by the vibra-
tion of supernatural (aprakrta) sound, which descends in the chain of
disciplic succession from the Lord to Brahma, from Brahma to Narada,
from Narada to Vyasa and so on. No mundane scholar can translate or
reveal the true import of the Vedic mantras (hymns). They cannot be
understood unless one is inspired or initiated by the authorized spiritual
master. The original spiritual master is the Lord Himself, and the succes-
sion comes down through the sources of parampard, as clearly stated in
the Fourth Chapter of the Bhagavad-gitd. So unless one receives the
transcendental knowledge from the authorized parampard, cne should
be considered useless (viphald matdh), even though one may be greatly
qualified in the mundane advancements of arts or science.

Sukadeva Gosvami is praying from the Lord by dint of being inspired
from within by the Lord so that he could rightly explain the facts and
figures of creation as inquired by Maharaja Pariksit. A spiritual master is
not a theoretical speculator, like the mundane scholar, but is Srotriyam
brahma-nistham.

(continued in next issue)



The Vedic Observer

CELIBACY

Exquisite Torture, or a“Yes to God”?

by RAVINDRA SVARUPA DASA

he visit of Pope John Paul II to

America last fall may come to be
remembered most for the strange contrast
it presented between the overwhelming
enthusiasm shown for the man and the
decided lack of enthusiasm shown for what
he had to say. Among the unpopular
positions espoused by the Pope was his
insistence on maintaining the celibacy of
priests, On the evening of October 3 he
reiterated this position before an audience
of seminarians at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary, a complex of imposing buildings
of huge grey granite blocks, where the
Diocese of Philadelphia trains its priests.
The Pope's visit here particularly inter-
ested me, since a few years earlier I myself
had spoken before the seminarians of St.
Charles—and on the very same topic.

It is rare but not odd that a Pope should
speak before American seminarians, but
it is perhaps rare and odd that a Hare
Krsna devotee should do so. What the
Pope had to say was not unexpected. He

stressed the full commitment the life of a

priest demands, urged prayer as necessary
for priests “to remain in a state of con-
tinuous reaching out to God,” and praised
celibacy for priests as the “concrete re-
sponse in their lives to express the totality
of the ‘yes’ they have spoken to the Lord.”
Naturally he was received enthusiastically,
and the seminarians were reportedly
“touched” by his speech. My own recep-
tion was somewhat more subdued, though
respectful. But it is interesting that the
Pope did not hear the seminarians voice
the protests against celibacy that I—a
member of “another religion”—did.

I had been invited specifically to address
a class on the topic of revelation. Fifty or
so young men in black filled the lecture
hall when I arrived. I had thought over
carefully what I would say: it must be
clear to them that I had no sectarian
message. I could speak on the general
principles of religion that ought to apply
as much to their faith as to my own.

And I knew some of their problems. I
knew that the Church was losing priests at

an alarming rate, and that there was
agitation among the clergy for a married
priesthood. Indeed, I had seen some of
this turbulence at an appallingly close
range: while doing graduate work in reli-
gion at Temple University, I had watched
as one Catholic religious after another
abandoned their vows to take up secular
life. Some got married; others simply hit
the streets.

I wrote the Hare Krsna mantra on the
blackboard and then explained to the class
that it was simultaneously a.prayer and
the prayer's fulfillment. As a prayer, it
begs the divine energy that unites us to
God to join us with Him through service,
and at the same time it /s that union, for by
chanting we directly associate with God
in the form of His divine names (Krsna the
person and “Krsna” the sound are nondif-
ferent). Then I taught the seminarians how
to pronounce the words of the mantra and
asked them to chant it with me in call-and-
response fashion. And then, to my im-
mense delight, we had a wonderful kirtana,
as fifty strong voices clearly and vigorously
chanted the Hare Krsna mantra with me.
After years of lecturing, I could get just
about any audience to chant, but this
chanting was exceptional; it was robust,
spirited, with none of the sectarian reluc-
tance I had feared. It was alive. These
were clearly not ordinary men.

After the kirtana, I began to explain
how chanting was related to the subject of
revelation. Revelation is two-sided: there
is the giver and the receiver, and then the
receiver becomes the giver to another
receiver, in turn. In Sanskrit this process is
called parampara, or disciplic succession.
Since the All-perfect reveals Himself
perfectly, His revelation must be passed
down without any change or alteration.
For God's revelation to be potent, it must
be preserved intact, in all its original
integrity.

How is this possible? The original giver,
God, may be infallible, but the receiver is
all too fallible. And yet, as I explained, we
must understand that the divine revelation

is not merely a collection of sentences,
not just propositional truth. Memorization
and rote transmission are machinelike
functions that do not in themselves suffice
for transmitting the revelation. God's
revelation —His word —like His names in
the mantra, is absolute, and therefore God
Himself is given in His word, in His own
revelation, For this reason, the word of
God possesses a concrete power. Just as
a potent antibiotic injected into the blood-
stream destroys the agents of infection, so
the word of God, injected into the ears of
a fully submissive receiver, destroys all his
material contaminations, and he becomes
transformed into a fitting receptacle, into
an unsullied transparent medium. Such a
person not only speaks the word of God;
he lives it, and living it, becomes the word
personified.

Thus the potency of God'’s revelation is
exhibited through the devotees, who are
living exemplars of the purifying power of
God. The word that is in relation to God
can be received as-it-is only from those
persons who are in relation to God. They
are the life in which the letter lives. The
revelation of God becomes a dead letter,
like a law without government, when there
are no pure devotees living the life of the
letter.

So far, I had their full attention. Now I
began to explain the four regulative princi-
ples, which are absolutely necessary for a
person to observe if he wants to transmit
the revelation of God intact. I enumerated:
no eating of animal flesh, no indulgence in
illicit sex, no taking of intoxicants, and no
gambling—and I saw that I was losing my
audience. Feet shuffled, eyes wandered . ..
and then the monsignor, their instructor,
announced that it was time for a short
break. :

He and I sat down together. [ wanted to
talk with him about meat-eating, but
before | could begin to offer reasons why
a Christian ought to refrain from animal
slaughter, he began to offer reasons why a
Christian could indulge in alcohol. This
was not an auspicious sign, to say the least,
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and as I began the second part of my
. lecture, I was somewhat less sanguine
about the spiritual chances of these won-
derful chanters. The monsignor, after all,
was their teacher.

I spent the second part of the lecture
explaining the spiritual principle that it is
possible to give up the material activities
of the senses not by rigid nullifications or
barren abnegations, but only by giving the
senses superior engagements in divine
service. It is first of all necessary to control
the tongue, I explained; only then can the
other senses (including the genitals) be
controlled. In the Krsna consciousness
movement, I told them, we control the
tongue by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra
and by talking about the transcendental
activities of the Lord and His devotees,
and we eat only the sacred food called
prasada (or God’s mercy), which is sancti-
fied by having first been offered to the
Lord. Similarly, the eyes, ears, nose, hands,
and legs are all controlled by spiritual
engagements in divine service. Qur senses
are not repressed by such engagements;
rather, they become purified by being kept
in contact with the divine through active
service. And thus our mind, the hub of the
senses, becomes fixed in constant remem-
brance of the Lord, and such recollection
gradually reawakens our dormant love for
God. When this original love is misdirected,
it assumes the guise of material desire, of
lust. This is why, when spiritual purity is
restored, material desire is not present
even in a repressed state, where it can
break out at any time; rather, it has been
wholly transmuted back into its original
and natural form, pure love for God.

I answered a number of questions,
mostly concerning the particular practices
of Krsna devotees, while they passed
around the large bowl of sweetballs (pra-
sada) | had brought for them.

After the class was dismissed, about a
dozen seminarians lingered behind, all
very friendly and inquisitive, and began to
question me, mostly about the four regula-
tive principles. I saw that several of them
had lit cigarettes.

In the course of our discussion, I finally
asked one of the smokers, “Do you really
find that impossible to give up?” I wasn’t
prepared for his answer—or for the
vehemence of it.

“If I could just take a girl out on Saturday
night,” he exclaimed, “instead of having to
sit around here, crawling up the walls, I
might not have to smoke!” There were
murmurs of assent. And with much bitter-
ness and resentment, they began criticizing
the celibacy rule.

The Krsna consciousness movement, of
course, has married priests. (I'm one.) But
I told them that even married couples
restrict sexual intercourse to once a
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month, and then only if they are trying to
have a child. (“Rhythm” we regard as
another form of cheating.) One of them
said that it sounded worse than celibacy:
they clearly didn’t want marriage on those
terms either.

I was appalled by the amount of sexual
frustration these men were giving voice
to. It was wrong. So I started to question
them about their life in the seminary, and
it soon became quite clear why they were
having such immense difficulty. To begin

As I looked
at their faces,
still clearly
marked by the
purity of their
calling, I could
only think that
they were being
horribly betrayed.

with, they had large stretches of idle time
on their hands. And then, they freely read
novels and magazines, habitually watched
television. All these activities certainly
agitated their senses. There was nothing
spiritual about their eating habits. It was
strictly for the tongue, and they were
accustomed to drinking beer and smoking.
They had lots of idle time, their senses
were kept continuously under the bom-
bardment of materialistic stimulation, and
then—they were told to.be celibate!

No one could be celibate under those
circumstances. They were being cruelly,
exquisitely tortured. Then I remembered
the monsignor with his perverse syllogism:
“Everything God has made is good. God
has made alcohol. . . .” (He made arsenic,
too, but you don’t ingest that!) I became
angry. It was criminal to do this. These
seminarians were not ordinary men: they
wanted, and wanted very badly, to dedi-
cate their lives fully to God. But nobody
was showing them how. They were living
in a way to agitate all their senses, and
then commanded to be celibate! Of course
they were always falling down, always
laboring under a huge load of guilt. No
wonder they were so cynical, so bitter and
resentful. I wondered why nobody was
teaching them. They didn’t even know the

practical ABCs of spiritual life. They were
being criminally betrayed.

It was so frustrating for me. I had told
them what to do—but could they do it in
the context of the Church? To chant God’s
names and dance with His devotees, to eat
the sumptuous feasts of His mercy, to hear
and read the always-fresh stories of His
activities and pastimes, which fill volume
after volume, to let their eyes feast on the
gorgeous form of the Lord in the temple . . .
could they do things like these? I had an
overwhelming urge to take these men,
right now, out onto the streets to chant.
Then, I knew, they would be all right, they
would be safe. They wanted a pure life (a
rare thing), they wanted to surrender fully
to God, they wanted to overcome the
powerful “law of the flesh”—and I knew
how they could do it.

But here they were, all in black. As we
began walking down the long corridor, I
asked one of them if there were some
spiritually advanced person here he could
follow. He shrugged.

“I don’t know.” He turned to his friend:
“What d'you think?”

“Idon’t know.” Silence for a few paces.

“Hey!"” another suddenly exclaimed.
“What about Holy Joe!”

“Hey, yeah! Holy Joe!”

They began to laugh.

My depression deepened. We walked
through the high, deserted halls, our
footsteps ringing in the emptiness. The
massive stone of the seminary loomed
OVer us.

"~ We stopped at the entrance to the chapel
(the one where the Pope would speak a
few years later). They wanted me to see it.
They were proud of it. But it was huge,
dark, and cold. Walls of bone-white marble
shone dully. It was like a sepulcher. I
shivered and mumbled something polite.

Before I left I told them that I had not
come to criticize their religion. But as I
looked at their faces, still clearly marked
by the purity of their calling, I could only
think that they were being horribly be-
trayed. I do not want to criticize their
religion now, either, but I can only honestly
report that I did not see there the spiritual
energy that the word of God bears when
lived by his pure devotees.

With John Paul II there has come hope.
He is young, energetic, and is said to have
charisma. But the sign of real renewal will
not be the protestations of affection, the
big turnouts, the cheers, and the applause.
It will be when those seminarians embrace
their vows not with bitterness and resent-
ment but with joy, enthusiasm, and
confidence.

You may not believe such a thing is
possible, but I have seen it. I have been
blessed to meet a pure devotee of God.
Some of us have not been betrayed. K
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A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Royal Dwelling Now Yoga Academy

Croome, U.K.— The International Society
for Krishna Consciousness recently inau-
gurated the British Bhakti-yoga Academy
at Croome Court, twenty-five miles south
of Birmingham and a 2!-hour drive from
central London.

Croome Court has been the home of
British nobility for generations; it was built
in 1752 by the first Earl of Coventry. The
nearly 175,000 square feet of buildings
were the residence of the Queen of Hol-

land during World War II. Now the estate
will house elementary and secondary
school children, plus a variety of academic
and artistic workshops, including ones in
graphic design, painting, gardening, tradi-
tional Vedic cookery, and classical Eastern
music.

Stone lions guard the ornate entry, and
twelve-foot-high Vandyke portraits of
Lords and Ladies of Coventry line the
main reception hall.

Indonesians Are on the Way to Krsna

Jakarta— The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
has just released an Indonesian translation
of On the Way to Krsna, a book originally
written in English by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Rendered into Bahasa Indonesian by
Gaura-mandala-bhiimi dasa, an Australian
devotee of Krsna, On the Way to Krsna
has won warm praise from Indonesia’s
Central Body of Hindu Dharma. Tjorkorda
Rai Sudharta, a spokesman for the
organization, made this comment:
“Having read the translation, we consi-
der this a book that should be read dili-
gently, especially by the followers of the
Hindu faith all over Indonesia, because its
contents are completely based on the
teachings of the scripture Bhagavad-

gitd. . . . By reading this book one immedi-
ately gcts a deep understanding of the
teachings and philosophy of SriKrsna—an
understanding which brings mankind
towards the Supreme Lord.”

And Dr. 1. B. Mantra, Governor of the

Indonesian island of Bali, offered the
following appreciation of the Book Trust
in general:

“The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust is per-
forming an important service to humanity
by publishing the great philosophical texts
of India’s ancient Vedic civilization. . .. It
is a great joy to see that these writings are
now being made available to scholars and
students all over the world, and [ hope the
Book Trust will continue to bring out such
high-quality publications.”

A Life Member of ISKCON, Prime Minister
Ramgooram is entitled to all publications. Here
presenting him with several new books are
Navayogendra Swami and Shree Sewoopaul,
ISKCON Patron Member.

Prime Minister Gives Support

Mauritius — This small island nation in
the Indian Ocean has hundreds of Life
Members of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

Among them is the Prime Minister, the
Hon. Sir Sewasegoor Ramgooram. Recently
Sir Sewasegoor underscored his support
of ISKCON’s programs, which include the
restoration of the Vedic land-based.
spiritually oriented culture.

“If we can restore the Vedic culture,”
he said to ISKCON’s Navayogendra Swami.
“it will be by your blessing.”

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krgna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferant form of Krgna. The devotaes at tha ISKCON center
nearast you will gladly tell you sbout the meaning of the
festivals listed here

‘fear 484 Caitanya Era-Month of Midhava

Fabruary 1

Appeerance of Srlia
MNarottama disa
Thakura

Maonth of Govinda
February B

February 12

Appearance of

Srila Bhaktisiddhinta
Saragvall Goavaml
Mah&raja

Vijaya-ekadasr
{fasting from grains
and beans).

Fabruary 15 February 17 February 20

Disappearance of Appearance of Stlla
£¢7la Jagannatha ddsa | Purugottama Thakura
Babaji Mahdraja and .

Srila Rasikinanda
deva GosvAml

S Sivaratri-vrata.

February 28 March 1 March 2

Emalaki-akadadi A & day of Anandotsava of &
itasting from grains Sr1 Caitanya Jagann@tha Misra—
and beans) Mah&prabhu {fasting). | & Joyous festival upon
Dala-yitrd (swing the birth of his son,
festival of §ri &t & Caitanya
Ridhid-Krsna Mahidprabhu
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KRSNA CULTURE

A FORCE
FOR UNITY
IN THE U.K.

by YOGESVARA DASA

Horace walked on stage, found a
bottle, and rubbed it. Out popped
a malicious genie who demanded to be
constantly engaged. Horace commanded
him to chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare Rima,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, an
engagement without beginning and
without end. The children of Letchmore
Heath loved the performance by the
devotee troupe, and so did the local
papers. They featured the children’s-day
open house at Bhaktivedanta Manor,
Hare Krsna headquarters for the United
Kingdom, and noted that devotees had
become “an accepted part of life in the
village.”

Devotees have in fact become an ac-
cepted part of life throughout the U.K.,
where Commonwealth citizens from
Dover to Glasgow are joining in the
program and practices of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Nicholas Davies, forty-
one, lives in London with his wife and
two daughters. He is a fruits-and-
vegetables trader. Elizabeth Loehning is
seventy-seven, an accomplished linguist,
and retired. Maganbhai Bhimjiyani, born
in Uganda in 1922, is president of a phar-
maceutical products company and head
of Britain's Lohana families community.
Like thousands of others, they have be-
come Life Members of ISKCON U.K.

“Life Members are the Krsna devotees

people don't see chanting on the streets,”

explains Akhandadhi dasa, ISKCON Life
Membership Director for the UK.
“They are business people, students,
professionals, people who have
embraced the Krsna consciousness
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Initiating guru for the United Kingdom,
His Divine Grace Jayatirtha Mahardja (above)
directs the Krsna consciousness movement’s
multifaceted projects from Bhaktivedanta
Manor (right), in the Hertfordshire country-
side, near London. The estate was
donated by George Harrison.

ideals while retaining their place in the
secular world.”

Full-time devotees number three hun-
dred in Britain and Life Members and
other supporters tally in the tens of thou-
sands. They have, for the most part,
come in contact with devotees through
daily street chanting parties and
ISKCON publications.

“My eyebrows used to go up like
everybody else’s on Oxford Street,”
Elizabeth Loehning explains, “but when

FHOTO: BHARGAVA DASA

my interest in spiritual thought turned to
the East, someone suggested I try the
Hare Krsna temple. I had read many
books on Eastern philosophy, but I
found the Bhagavad-gitd by Srila
Prabhupéda clearer and more concise
than the others. The teachings have
brought me great peace. I chant every
day.

“Most people I know look on devotees
with mild wonderment and not a glimpse
of understanding. Older people
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especially are victims of their habits and
can't be bothered to change or learn
new lessons in life. They're too tired.
But you never know when the
understanding will come. I'm seventy-
seven now and disabled, but I became a
Life Member, and it’s brought me
happiness and fulfillment.”

Full-time devotees qualify for
initiation into Krsna consciousness by
following four basic regulations: no
intoxication, no illicit sex, no meat-

eating, and no gambling. Life Members
do not always seek initiation, but
demonstrate their support by attending
temple ceremonies, reading Krsna
literature, and donating funds or services
to ISKCON temples.

Working with Asian Youth

The majority of ISKCON Life
Members in the U.K. are Asians, who
look to Krsna temples as their home
away from home. Most Asians in the

U.K. emigrated in the 1950’s and 1960’s,
when postwar England was developing
rapidly and required a large labor force.
By 1968 there were more than a million
and a half immigrants in Britain,
searching after better material comforts
than those they had known at home.
Finally the British government called a
halt to the influx, stopped the
unrestricted entry, and thus set off a rush
to establish residency. In less than one
year an additional 230,000 Asians had
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“Krsna consciousness is our culture,” says
Maganbhai Bhimjiyani (above). At home,
Ksirodakasayi dasa and family (right) perform
the same traditional early morning services
seen in Krsna conscious temples.

entered the U.K. Then, in the early
1970’s, an Asian exodus from Uganda
pushed the number of immigrants over
the two million mark, nearly three
percent of the total British population.

A large number of Asians came alone,
hoping they could save enough to call
their families later. They soon realized
that their plans had to be revised. Immi-
grants were generally limited to low-
paying jobs with little chance for promo-
tion; the government often took two or
three years to grant entry visas. After
many years, traditions were exchanged
for those of British culture. The children
became more and more Anglicized.
Britain was their home, and the
traditional culture of India a relic of past
generations.

“The second-generation Asian is
critical of his parents’ orthodoxy and is
seeking liberalization of family
customs —especially those related to
sex,” explains Dr. Bhikhu Parekh, Senior
Lecturer in Politics at the University of
Hull. *Often the dominant white culture
encourages an immigrant child, by
subtle and not so subtle means, to
despise his own culture. Many such
cases are extremely tragic: youths
ashamed to be seen walking on the
streets with their parents, children strug-
gling to wash themselves white,
persuading their mothers not to wear
saris, asking parents to be given a new
name, and the like. The situation cannot
be solved unless Britain recognizes itself

PHOTO: BHARGAVA DASA
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Appreciation for the

Krsna culture takes
many forms.
George Harrison
(right) meditates on
the Hare Krsna
mantra. The Chief
of Police of Harrow
(far right) offers
words of praise at
the opening of the
ISKCON Youth
Club, Harrow
branch.

PHOTO: LONDON DAILY MIRROR

7 el ] vl . ™




<
2
E:
2
=4
bt
=
=]
5

as a multicultural society and takes firm
steps to encourage a sense of positive
identity in its cultural minorities.”

In many ways, the lifestyle of devotees
and that of orthodox Hindus run
parallel, and devotees often find
themselves regarded as emissaries of
Indian tradition. Local authorities and
community leaders frequently approach
ISKCON to help resolve cultural
conflicts between British and Asian

ths. Devotees respond by organizing
school lecture programs, clubs, and
summer camps for young people, and by
teaching young people to transcend
cultural differences by realizing their
common spiritual nature.

“The problem among Asian youth is
generally described as a lack of material
self-esteem,” explains Vicitravirya dasa,
Assistant Governing Body
Commissioner for ISKCON U.K.
“Actually, this is a shortsighted
explanation. There is truth to

“For Indians outside their homeland, [ISKCON
offers cultural and spiritual shelter,” says Dr.
Sisir K. Dutta, a London gynecologist.

descriptions of racial prejudice, children
torn by pressures at home to be Asian
and pressures outside to be Western; but
the real solution is not to reinforce
temporary religious or national identity.
‘l am Hindu® and ‘T am Christian’ are
both bodily designations. The real self
within the body is eternally a servant of
God, and any identification with place
of birth, religion, or caste is a
misconception devoid of any redeeming
benefits.

“Even from a material point of view,
what value is there in trying to
encourage nationalist sentiment? India is
technologically retarded, and Britain is
spiritually anemic. There is as much
incidence, if not more, of children
leaving home among the British as
among the Asians. Encouraging pride as
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‘Asian’ or ‘English’ won't be effective in
increasing the stability of young people.
Real progress can be made by teaching
that God is the proprietor of all
countries, and that our common heritage
is service to Him.”

Helping Teachers Teach

The British were the first to
popularize knowledge of Indian culture,
albeit through a veil of Christian
condescension. Colonial zeal to convert
“Hindoo heathens™ has subsided, for the
most part. Nonetheless, ignorance of the
Vedic culture's true spirit pervades
English schools. The British Community
Relations Commission reports that a
majority of teachers do not think their
education has adequately prepared them
for working in multiracial schools. “I was
completely ignorant of these children’s
culture, religion, and background,” a.
Bristol teacher admits. “I had no real
knowledge of their lives and found it
extremely difficult to begin teaching.”
Life after death, arranged marriages,
vegetarianism, and unfamiliar religious
practices are some of the concepts
teachers must somehow comprehend
and accommodate without prior training.

Partly impelled by necessity and partly
inspired by the numerous school
programs initiated by devc . teachers
in the U.K. have begun looking to
ISKCON for insights into the thoughts
and beliefs of Asian students.

“Devotees are uniquely situated,” says
Ramesh Solanki, head of the Gujarati
Arya Youth Program of Harrow. “They
are multinational and therefore not seen
as representing exclusively one or
another of the various Indian
religions — Sikh, Jain, Parsee, Hindu, and
so on. They can, in this sense, effectively
explain the universality of Vedic
philosophy.”

The Vedas are the essential texts of
India, compiled about five thousand
years ago. They prescribe various
methods of worship, according to one’s
degree of detachment from material
affections. Contrary to popular belief,
however, the Ve ire not polytheistic.
There is a Supreme Godhead, called
Krsna, who is worshiped and adored by
scores of lesser beings: Siva, Durga,
Indra, Brahma. Krsna (literally the “all-
attractive one") is the same God of
creation recognized in all revealed
scriptures of the world, and devotees of
Krsna therefore do not consider

Upwards of forty thousand people, both
Asians and Britons, regularly come to
Bhaktivedanta Manor for festivals like this
one, the celebration of the day Lord Krsna
appeared in this world.
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themselves to belong to one religion
among many. Rather, K

ciousness (technically called bhakti-
yoga) invokes a \lsmn of all living beings
as parts and parcels »d, beyond
designations such as Hindu or Christian.

Working with the Government

One of the hotbeds of racial violence
in England is Southall, a densely
populated Asian community in South
London. Riots broke out recently there
between members of the extremist

BACK TO GODHEAD

British Nationalist Front and loosely
organized Hindu radicals. Three youths
were killed. Less than a week later,
devotees had mobilized dozens of
Southall young people into an ISKCON
youth club. Working with local
ities, they went door to door,

campaigning for a krsna-kranti (“Krsna
revolution™) to offset racial tension.

The initiative of devotees in Southall
prompted Suhail Aziz, Director of
General Services for the government-
sponsored Committee for Racial

Equality, to address the crowd gathered
for the club’s official inauguration.
“ISKCON is making an unparalleled
contribution to racial harmony in this
country,” he said, and he emphasized the
importance of local support for the
devotee t in areas of Asian
concentration. Six ISKCON youth clubs
are presently operative in England.
_ Responding to Mr. Z's comments,
Srila Jayatirtha Maharéja, initiating guru
for ISKCON U.K., declared, “As long as
we remain lodged in a bodily concept of




ourselves—‘l am American’ or ‘British’
or ‘Hindu’—such uprisings as those we
saw here last week are inevitable.
Material consciousness is a diseased
condition, but it can be cured by
reviving our dormant Krsna or God
consciousness. Actually, we are related
spiritually; but these artificial divisions
oblige us to war and violence. Therefore
we are presenting Krsna consciousness
not just here but around the world as the
peace formula, the solution to the
prejudices of mankind everywhere.”

Devotees do not consider themselves
social workers. They view the problems
of the world as essentially spiritual. If

there is too little food, it is not an
economic problem but a spiritual one,
since men and governments refuse to see
their obligation to share equally the
property of the Lord. If there is racial
unrest, it is also due to spiritual

shortsightedness, to accepting the body
and not the eternal soul as the real self.
In the minds of people still unfamiliar
with the meaning of Krsna conscious-
ness programs, devotees are enigmatic,
strangely garbed remnants of an ancient
culture somehow transplanted to the
West. But for thousands in the U.K. and
elsewhere, Krsna consciousness offers a
broad vision of the world as it some

day may be—unified by knowledge of
the self, beyond cultural and racial
differences. ik
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(continued from page 4)

this material world for some perfection in
education or perfection in business. We
may amass a vast amount of money, but
that is not avyayam, eternal. As soon as
your body is finished, everything is
finished —your education is finished, your
M.A. degree is finished, your bank balance

is finished, your family is finished. Every-
thing is finished. Now begin a new life.
Vasarnsi jirnani yatha vihaya: “As a person
puts on new garments, giving up old ones,
similarly, the soul accepts new material
bodies, giving up the old and useless ones.”
[Bg. 2.22] Therefore, whatever you are
doing in this material world is not avya-
yam, not eternal. It is all temporary. But
transcendental knowledge is not like that.

Svalpam apy asya dharmasya trayate

Enhance Your Spiritual Lif_é

_ For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
 of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. But to enhance your
spiritual life, you may want to add the items listed below.

Mantra Meditation
Beads: a string of 108
hand-carved "japa beads” —
- chanters use them as an aid
to concentration during
~ meditation on the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. Each
string of beads comes with a
_cotton carrying bag and an
instruction pamphlet. $4.95.

Magazine Binder
(for your copies of Back
to Godhead] a ﬁandy way
 to keep each month’s issue in
excellent condition. Holds 12
issues. $4.95, '

Deity Poster: a full-
color photo of the
- beautiful Deities at the
~ Bhaktivedanta Manor, in
England. Poster-size. $2.00,

ﬂ
|
|
|
i
|
I
I
|
|
i
-
|
i
]

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
BTG 15-1/2

- 3764 Watseka Ave.

- Los Angeles, CA 90034

My check or money order for
5. is enclosed. Please
send the following quantity of
each item: ;
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~ record album with his first

5 spiritual master. Then

- meaning of the Hare Krsna

Karatdlas: pure bell-
metal hand cymbals used
_in chanting the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra. Imported
from India. $12.00/pair.

Mrdanga Drum:
lightweight, double-
headed Indian-style drum
used in chanting the maha-

mantra. Unbreakable.
‘Comes with an instruction
book and cassette instruc-
tion tape. $79.50.

SPECIAL: The original
Hare Krsna Meditation
Album. In 1966, shortly atter

arriving in America, Srila
Prabhupada made this unique |

disciples. It opens with a San-
skrit prayer to the guru, the

Prabhupada explains the

mantra, presenting the essence
of what spiritual realization is
- and how to achieve it. Finally,
for an entire side, Prabhupada
~and his disciples chant Hare |
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
‘Rama, Hare Hare. Long un-
~ available, this historic
recording is here re-released
on a C-60 cassette. $4.00.
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mahato bhayat. Krsna conscious knowl-
edge is so perfect that even if you learn
one percent of it, then it can help to protect
you from the greatest danger. Suppose in
this life I perform work in Krsna con-
sciousness, say, twenty-five percent of the
time—1I am not perfect. Then in my next
life I will begin from the twenty-sixth point.
So whatever realization I have acquired in
this life is not lost. These are the formulas
we get from authoritative scripture. But
because material achievement pertains to
this body, this temporary designation, it is
finished with the finish of this designation.

In this body we're thinking, “I am
American,” “l am Indian.” All of these are
simply our designations. Yet the designa-
tion will finish, and there is no certainty
what sort of body we will have in our next
life. But devotional service to the Lord—
knowledge and action in Krsna conscious-
ness—will be permanent, whatever you
do. If you can do it perfectly in this very
life, then you get entrance into the king-
dom of God. But even if you are not able
to execute it perfectly, whatever you do
will go with you, because you are a spirit
soul. So your spiritual activities will be
with you. But because the material body
will remain in this material world, any
work or assessment of this material body
will also remain in this material world.
This is natural.

Now we can actually understand how
Krsna consciousness, devotional service,
is joyfully performed. Take, for example,
what we are doing here. We are singing,
we are dancing, we are taking nice prasada
[spiritual food offered to Krsna with love
and devotion |, and we are discussing the
philosophy of the Bhagavad-gita. These
are the processes. We are not meant for
any artificial austerities or gymnastics or
breath control—so many things that are
now being advertised and performed by
so many different yoga societies. Here it is
very easily and happily done. Everyone
wants to dance, everyone wants to sing,
everyone wants to eat nice foodstuffs.
Through this formula—dancing, singing,
eating Krsna prasada, and hearing philo-
sophical discussion (transcendental topics
from Bhagavad-gita)—don’t you think it
is very joyful? And whatever knowledge
you acquire, that is permanent. That is
not going to be finished with the finish of
your body.

Krsna consciousness is such a nice thing;
therefore we are trying to impart this
philosophy in your country, and we invite
your cooperation. Vijidnam: it is scien-
tific. It is not sentimentality or fanaticism.
It is scientific. So try to understand this
philosophy of Krsna consciousness from
Bhagavad-gita, and help yourself, help
your countrymen, help the world. Then
there will be peace and prosperity. ¥k



International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

AFRICA: Durban (Natal), S. Africa—P.0. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ Cato
Ridge 237; Johannesburg, S. Africa—3 Hunter 5t Highlands, 2191 / 6140634; Lagos,
Nigeria—P.O. Box 8793, West Africa; Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa—Madhavani House,
Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd., P.O. Box B2224 | 312248; Nairobi, Kenya, E. Africa—
Puran Singh Close, P.O. Box 28946/ 331568; Mauritius —Seewoopaul Bldg,, Royal Rd.,
Lallmatie (mail: P.O. Box 718, Part Louis, Mauritius).
ASIA

INDIA: Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 49935,
Bangalore, Mysore—40 Hare Krishna Rd., 560 001/ 77664; Bhadrak, Orissa—Gour
Gopal Mandir, Kuans, P.O. Bhadrak, Dist. Balasore; Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National
Highway No. 5 Nayapalli (mail: clo P.O. Box 173, 751 001)/ 53125; Bombay,
Maharastra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, 400 054/ 566-860; Calcutta, W. Bengal—23
Albert Rd., 700 017/ 44-3757; Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin
Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 023; Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas
Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, P.S. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Pargonas; Derwa,
Bihar—P.0. Derwa, Dist. Rohtas; Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001;
Gurura, Bihar—P.0. Kudra, Dist. Rohtas; Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nam-
pally Station Rd., 500 001 / 51018; Imphal, Manipur—Paona Bazar, 785 001; Mayapur,
W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (District
Nadia); New Delhi, U.P.—21A Feroze Gandhi Rd., Lajpat Nagar Ill, 110 024 / 624-580;
Tekari, Bihar—P.0. Barailla, Dist. Rohtas; Vrindavan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarama Mandir,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura / 178.

FARMS: Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talug, Hyderabad Dis-

trict, 501 401; Mayapur, W. Bengal—(contact ISKCON Mayapur).

OTHER COUNTRIES: Bangkok, Thailand—P.O. Box 12-1108; Colombe, Sri
Lanka— 188, Mew Chetty St, Colombo 13/ 33325; Dacca, Bangladesh—61 Tejkuni
Para, Dacca 8/ 317861; Hong Kong—5 Homantin St., Flat 23, Kowloon / 3-028113;
Kathmandu, Nepal—8/6, Battis Putali, Goshalla; Malaysia—1, Lintang Melur, Mk 14,
Butterworth, P.W. Malaysia; Mandaue City, Philippines—231 Pagsabungan Rd,
Basak, Cebu/ 83254; Tehran, Iran—Felistin Ave. (old Kakh), Shemshad St, Mo. 3/
644-272. Tel Aviv, Israel—147 Hanassi St, Herzliya Pituah / 938-846.
AUSTRALASIA: Adelaide, Australia—13-A Frome St/ (0B)223-2084; Auckland,
Mew Zealand—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golfcourse) (mail: c/o RD. 2,
Kumeu) [ 412-8075; Jakarta, Indonesia— Jalanrawmangun, Muka Timur 80 [ 4835189,
Lautoka, Flji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: clo P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48; Melbourne,
Australia—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 (mail: c/o P.O. Box
125) | 699-5122; Sydney, Australia— 112 Darlinghurst Rd., King's Cross, M.SW. (mail:
c/o P.O. Box 159) | (02)357-5162.

FARMS: Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshana)—contact ISKCON Auckland;

Colo, Australia (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd, N.SW. (mail: clo P.O. Box
493, St Mary's, 2760, MSW.)/ 04-565-5284; Murwillumbah, Australia (New
Govardhana) —Eungella,’ Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.S'W,, 2484 (mail: c/o P.O.
Box 687)/ 066-721803.
EUROPE: Athens, Greece—133 Sclonos; Amsterdam, Holland—Herengracht 96/
020-24 94 10; Barcelona, Spain—Pintor Fortuny 11, Barcelona, 1/ 319-69-53;
Catania, Siclly—Via Empedocle B4, 95100/ 095-552-252; Dublin, Ireland—2
Belvedere Place, Dublin 1; Duedingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH 3186
Duedingen (FR) / (037) 43.26.97; Frankfurt a. Main, W. Germany — Schloss Rettershot
uber, 6233 Kelkheim, Ts./ 06174-21357; Gallarate, Italy—Via A. Volta 19, Gallarate
20131 (VR)/ 0331-783-268; Lausanne, Switzerland— 11 rue César-Roux, CH-1005/
(021)20.06.21; London, England (city)— 10 Soho St, London W1 / 01-437-1835; Lon-
don, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmaore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 BEP / Radlet! (09276) 7244, Madrid, Spain—Calle Arturo Sorio No.
209: Parls, France—20 rue Vieille du Temple, Paris 75004 / 500-63-58; Rome, Italy—
Salita del Poggio Laurentino 7, Rome 00144/ (06)593-075; Stockholm, Sweden—
Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge [ 0753-29151; Vienna, Austria— 2103 Langenzersdorf,
Haaderstrasse 28/ 02244-29912.

FARMS: Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/
(54)40-23-26; London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor); Perignano, Italy—
Via Delle Colline, Localita, La Meridiana, Perignano, Pisa ! (05B7)-616194.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL: Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais—Rua dos Pampas, 123, Prado/ 3371337,
Curitiba, Parana—Rua Coronel Dulcidio 836, Batel; Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Guananas

117, Guaruja .80000; Recite, Pernambuco—Ave. 17 de Agosto 257, Parnamirim
50000; Rio de Janeiro, RJ—R. Hemenergildo de Barros 21, Gloria 20241, Salvador,
Bahia—Ave. Otavio Mangabeira 97-A, ltapoa 40000; Sao Paulo, SP—R. Pandia
Calogeras 54, Liberdade 01525.

FARMS: Feira de Santana, Bahia (Chacara Hridayananda)—BR 324, Km 89;
Pindamonhangaba, Sao Paulo (New Gokula)—Ribeirac Grande C.P. 108, 12400.

OTHER COUNTRIES: Bogota, Colombla—Carrera 3A No. 54-A-72/ 255-9842;
Cuzco, Peru—Avenida Pardo No. 1036/ 2277; Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitviugt
Front, West Coast Demerara; Guadalajara, Mexico—Avenida las Americas No. 225,
Sector Hidalgo / 163455; Guat la City, Gual la—Segunda Calle 6-26, Zona 13/
310833; La Paz, Bolivia—Calle Chacaltaya No. 587 / 32-85-67; Lima, Peru—Jiron
Junin 415, Lima / 47-18-10; Medellin, Colombia—Carrera 32, No. 54-42; Mexico City,
Mexico—Gab. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico D.F. 18/ (805)271-
0132; Panama City, Panama—43-58 Via Espafia Altos, Al Lado del Cine, Bella Vista;
Quito, Ecuador—Apdo. 2384, Calle Yasuni No. 404; St. Augustine, Trinidad and
Tobago—Gordon St at Santa Margarita Circular Rd./ 662-4605; San José, Costa
Rica—400 mtrs. Sur Centro Médico de Guadalupe (casa blanca esquinera) Colonia
Chapultepec, Guadalupe; San Salvador, El Salvador—6&7 Avenida Sur No. 115, Col-
onia Escalon/ 243 445; Santiago, Chile—Eyzaguirre 2404, Puente Alto/ 283.

NORTH AMERICA

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta—10132 142nd St, TSN 2N7/ (403)452-5855;
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 527-1101; Ottawa, On-
tario—212 Somerset St. E, KN 6V4/ (613)233-3460; Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue
Rd. M5R 2J6/ (416)922-5415; Victoria, B.C.—4056 Rainbow St, V8X 2A3; Van-
couver, B.C.—5580 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ (604)433-8216.

FARM: Hemingford, Quebec (New Nandagram)—2315 Backbrush Rd., RR. No. 2,

JOL 1HO/ (514)247-3429.

U.S.A.; Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306/ (404)378-9182;
Austin, Texas— 1910 Whitis Ave. 78705/ (512)476-7138; Baltimore, Maryland— 200
Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301)788-38B3; Berkeley, California—2334
Stuart St. 94705 (415) B43-7874; Boston, Massachusetts—72 Commonwealth Ave.
02116/ (617)536-1695; Chicago, lllinois— 1014 Emerson St, Evanston 60201 / (312)-
273-3960; Cleveland, Chio—15720 Euclid Ave, E. Cleveland 44112/ (216)851-9367;
Columbus, Ohio—99 East 13th Ave. 43201 / (614) 299-5084; Coral Hills, Maryland—
4715 Marlboro Pike 20028 / (301)568-9194; Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave. 75223/
(214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St. 80220/ (303)333-5461; Detroit,
Michigan—383 Lenox Ave. 48215/ (313)824-6000; Gainesville, Florida—921 5.W.
Depot Ave. 32601 / (904)377-1496; Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Box 215 B, Route 181, San-
tarita 00658; Hartford, Connecticut—B84 Silver Lane 06118/ (203)568-1422;
Honolulu, Hawail—51 Coelho Way 96817 / (808)595-3947; Houston, Texas—1111
Rosalie St 77004/ (713)526-9860; Laguna Beach, California—644 S. Coast Hwy.
92651/ (714)497-3638; Las Vegas, Nevada—6601 Painted Desert Dr. 891087 (702)-
645-4934; Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave. 80034/ (213) 871-0717;
Miami, Florida—10900 Coral Way 33165/ (305)552-1766; New Orleans, Loui-
siana— 2936 Esplanade Ave. 70119/ (504)488-7433; New York, New York—340 W.
55th St. 10019/ (212)765-8610; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—41-51 West Allens
Lane, 19119/ (215)247-4600; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—1112 N. Negley Ave.
15026/ (412)362-0212; Portland, Oregon— 2805 S.E. Hawthorne St 87214/ (503)-
231-5792; St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd. 63108 / (314)535-8085; Salt Lake
City, Utah—859 Park 5t. 84102 / (801)355-2626; San Diego, California— 1030 Grand
Ave,, Pacific Beach 92109/ (714)483-2500; San Juan, Puerto Rico—1016 Ponce de
Leon St, Rio Piedras, 00925/ (809)765-4745; Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave.
East 98112/ (206)322-3636; State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave.
16801/ (814)234-1867; Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland
20854 / {301)299-2100.

FARMS: Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—Rt No. 2, Box 4489, 39426/
(601)798-6705; Gainesville, Florida—contact ISKCON Gainesville; Hopland, Califor-
nia (Mount Kailas) —Route 175, Box 468, 95449/ (707)744-1100; Hotchkiss, Col-
orado (New Barshana)—P.0. Box 112, 81419/ (303)527-4584; Lynchburg, Ten-
nessee (Murdri-sevaka)—Rt No. 1, Box 146-A, -(Mulberry) 37359/ (615)759-7058;
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban)—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna
Ridge 26041/ (304)845-2790; Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1,
17082/ (717)527-2493.

K I WHAT 1S A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man means
Hare g Sna “mind’’ and tra means ‘‘freeing.’”’ So a mantra is a com-
Hal'e K_['Sl]a bination of transcendental sounds that frees our minds
7 i from the anxieties of life in the material world.
Krsna Krsna Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out one mantra
as the maha (supreme) mantra. The Kali-santarana
Hare H?'re Upanisad explains, ‘‘These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Ha[‘e Rama Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
A Rama, Rama Riama, Hare Hare—are especially meant
Hare Rama for counteracting the ill effects of the present age of
R‘ama Rama quarrel and anxiety.”

Hare Hare

The Ndrada-paficardtra adds, ** All mantras and all pro-
cesses for self-realization are compressed into the Hare

Krsna mahd-mantra.”

Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-mantra
throughout the Indian subcontinent, Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu prayed, **O Supreme Personality of Godhead, in
Your holy name You have invested all Your transcen-
dental energies.”

The name Krsna means “‘the all-attractive one,” the
name Rdma means ‘“‘the all-pleasing one,” and the
name Hare is an address to the Lord’s devotional en-
ergy. So the mahd-mantra means, “‘O all-attractive, all-
pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord, please engage me
in Your devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra, and your life will be sublime.
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An Energy Alternative: The Resources Within

The world’s energy supply is
limited—everyone knows—and the
supply is being depleted by ravenous,
irresponsible consumption. These are
well-known facts. And everyone is
aware that Americans, especially,
seem unable to voluntarily reduce
their consumption of energy, despite
the inevitable future.

Humberto Berti, Venezuela’s Min-
ister of Energy, said recently, “Ameri-
cans have to control consumption.
You have to make a real conservation
effort. Forget about the big cars, the
air-conditioned shopping centers.”

According to Sheik Yamani, the Oil
Minister of Saudi Arabia, “The United
States should ration oil. They must
take drastic action to conserve oil in
order to forestall large price increases
when OPEC nations meet.”

President Carter has lamented that
America’s reaction to the energy prob-
lem has ranged from “panic” to
“almost absolute apathy.” Americans
can no longer avoid saving energy, he
says. “There are ways to have a good
life, even a better life, without our
wasting so much.”

Already we have experienced in-
convenience and even panic over
temporary shortages of gasoline. Yet
despite our own experience, the warn-
ings of experts, and the President’s
call for restraint, Americans have no
idea how to start living more simply.
And the mad rate of consumption gets
madder. Obviously, we are not seri-
ously considering reduced consump-
tion. “If you strip away the rhetoric,”
said one energy analyst, “the real
American energy policy since 1973
has been to import more oil.”

Why are we unable to reduce our
consumption of energy? The reason
is, we are addicted to sense gratifica-
tion. Of course, the body is made of
senses, and a certain level of sense
gratification is necessary. But when
increasing sense gratification be-
comes the nation’s sole and final
goal, then American society be-
comes increasingly greedy, and
the entire planet, with all its natural
resources, living beings, and nations,

becomes exploited, victimized.

True, the animals live a life of sense
gratification, but human society is
meant for something more. Even
among the animals there is natural
conservation, imposed by instinct and
the laws of nature. If some bags of
grain were left lying on the road, a
bird would take only what it needs
and go away, but a human being would
probably grab all the bags— more than
he needs—and then sell them. The
human being has more intelligence
than the animals, but when he misuses
it—simply for increasing his sense
gratification—he creates a distur-
bance in God’s creation. His higher
intelligence should be used for con-
trolling his senses and for executing
his higher, human mission of life.

American life, however, has evolved
to one of strict hedonism: enjoy as
much as possible for as long as pos-
sible. Americans are only five percent
of the world’s population, and yet we
are now consuming forty percent of
the world’s natural energy . . . for
sense gratification. Despite America's
nominal Judeo-Christian background,
our actions show that we do not honor
the fact that everything in the universe
belongs to God, and that we should
take only what we need, according to
our quota.

In order to satisfy our senses on as
high a standard as possible, we have
to deprive and exploit less fortunate
people all over the world. We regu-
larly resort to killing innocent animals
and killing babies in the womb, just so
that there will be no check on our
sense gratification, either for the
tongue or the genitals. But we have
not created the world, with its eco-
logical balance, its natural controls,
and its limit of energy resources. God
has created it. And His law cannot be
defied for long. We have violated the
laws of nature for a season, but our
hedonistic, wasteful life is coming to
an end, by nature’s law.

What we need is a regulated life of
controlled sense gratification and re-
duced consumption. But who is ac-
tually willing and able to give up sense

gratification? To a hedonist, sense
gratification means happiness, and to
most Americans, conservation means
giving up life’s pleasures. So patriotic
speeches calling on Americans to
become moderate will not work.
Truckers, for instance, are prepared
to fight farmers over limited supplies
of gasoline, and before Californians
would ration gasoline, they just might
watch their countrymen in the North-
east freeze. But if American society —
which is now on a path of hedonism
and waste—would turn to the path of
self-realization, the problem of con-
trolling consumption would be solved
automatically. If our nation of
pleasure-seekers is to adjust to a
simpler life, we must first experience
satisfaction on a higher level. The
Bhagavad-gita(2.59) teaches this prin-
ciple analytically: “Although the em-
bodied soul may be restricted from
sense enjoyment, the taste for sense
objects remains. But ceasing such
engagements by experiencing a higher
taste, one is fixed in consciousness.”
Unfortunately, at present America has
no scientific understanding of how a
person can feel happiness beyond
gross sense gratification.

Those who are following the path
of Krsna consciousness, however, are
experiencing this way of life—simple
living and high thinking— and they of-
fer it for serious consideration to per-
sons concerned with the American
energy dilemma. Experiencing the
higher taste is something we can all
explore as an energy alternative. To-
day, when the government is casting
around for any kind of energy alterna-
tive, they would do well to investigate
the subtle but realistic principle of the
Bhagavad-gita: experiencing the high-
er taste, in Krsna consciousness. Only
when we Americans can find a deeper
satisfaction in our lives, a higher happi-
ness than sense gratification, will we
be able to live peacefully, without
absolute dependence on cars, color
TV, air conditioning, and so on. Only
then will it be possible for us to tap the
unlimited energy resources that lie
within each of us. —SDG
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