Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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Srila Prabhupada points out that

when humanity gets vicious, we get caught in a vicious circle.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE
CIVILIZATION

How to Undo It, Before It Does Us In

June 1974, at the Hare Krsna farm near
Paris. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupdda and several
of his disciples talk about an alternative
society.

Yogesvara dasa: The other day, Srila
Prabhupada, you were saying that in India,
at least until recently, it has been forbidden
to eat cows—that those who ate animals
would eat only dogs and goats.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. For meat-eaters,
that is what the Vedic culture recom-
mends: “Eat dogs.” As in Korea they are
eating dogs, so you also can eat dogs. But
don’t eat cows until after they have died a
natural death. We don't say, “Don't eat.”
You are so very fond of eating cows. All
right, you can eat them, because after
their death we have to give them to
somebody, some living entity. Generally,
cow carcasses are given to the vultures.
But then, why only to the vultures? Why
not to the modern “civilized” people, who
are as good as vultures? |Laughter. |
These so-called civilized people —what
is the difference between these rascals
and vultures? The vultures also enjoy
killing and then eating the dead body.
“Make it dead and then enjoy”—people
have become vultures. And their civiliza-
tion is a vulture civilization. Animal
eaters—they're like jackals, vultures, dogs.
Flesh is not human food. Here in the Vedic
culture is civilized food, human food: milk,
fruit, vegetables, nuts, grain. Let them
learn it. Uncivilized rogues, vultures,
raksasas [demons|—and they're leaders.
Therefore I say that today the leaders
are all fourth-class men. And that is why
the whole world is in a chaotic condition.
We require learned spiritual teachers—

ILLUSTRATION: PARIKSIT DASA

first-class men—to lead. My disciples are
training to become first-class men. If
people will take our advice, then every-
thing will be all right. What is the use of
fourth-class men leading?

If I speak so frankly, people will be very
angry. But basically, their leaders are all
fourth-class. First-class men are great
devotees of the Lord, who can guide the
administrators and the citizens through
their words and practical example. Second-
class men are administrative, military
men, who look after the smooth running
of the government and the safety of the
citizens. And third-class men are farmers,
who grow crops and protect the cows. But
today who is protecting the cows? That is
the third-class men’s business. So therefore
everyone is fourth-class or lower. Sva-vid-
varahosira-kharath samstutah purusah
pasuh |Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.19]: peo-
ple are living just like animals—without
regulative, spiritual principles—and from
among themselves they are electing the
biggest animals. Anyone can do whatever
he likes, whatever he thinks—no regulative
principles.

But human life is meant for regulative
principles. We are insisting that our stu-
dents follow regulative principles—no
meat-eating, no illicit sex, no intoxication,
no gambling—just to make them real
human beings. Without regulative prin-
ciples it is animal life. Animal life.

In the human form of life, after passing
through millions of lives in the plant
and animal species, the spirit soul gets the
chance to take up the yoga system—
and yoga means strict regulative prin-
ciples. Indriya-sarnyamah— controlling the
senses. That is the real yoga system. But
today most people, though they may say

they are practicing yoga—they are mis-
using it. Just like the animals, they cannot
control their senses. As human beings,
they have higher intelligence; they should
learn how to control the senses. This is
human life. Na yat-karna-pathopeto: one
who has not heard the message of Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead—
even for a moment—he’s an animal. The
general mass of people, unless they are
trained systematically for a higher stan-
dard of life in spiritual values, are no better
than animals. They are on the level of
dogs, hogs, camels, and asses.

Modern university education practically
prepares one to acquire a doggish men-
tality for accepting the service of a greater
master. Like the dogs, after finishing their
so-called education the so-called educated
persons move from door to door with
applications for some service. We have
this experience in India. There are so
many educated men who are unem-
ployed —because they have been educated
as dogs. They must find a master; other-
wise they have no power to work indepen-
dently. Just like a dog—unless he finds a
master, he is a street dog, loitering in the
street.

Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: So many
Ph.D.’s are graduating from school now
that there are not enough jobs for them.
So they have to take jobs as truck drivers
or taxi drivers.

Yogesvara dasa: They're supposed to be
the educated class, too— brahmanas.
Srila Prabhupada: No, they are not brah-
manas. Those who give education in
exchange for money—they are not brah-
manas. For instance, we are lecturing,
educating people. We don’t say, “Give usa
salary.” We simply ask them, “Please
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come.” That is why we are cooking food
and holding so many free festivals. “We'll
give you food. We'll give you a comfortable
seat. Please come and hear about self-
realization and God consciousness.” We
are not asking money—“First of all pay
the fee; then you can come and learn
Bhagavad-gitd.” We never say that. But
these so-called teachers who first of all
bargain for a salary—*“What salary will
you give me?”—that is a dog’s concern.
That isnota brahmana’s concern. A brah-
mana will never ask about a salary. A
brdhmana is eager to see that people are
educated. “Take free education and be
educated; be a human being”—this is a
brahmana s concern: You see?] came here
not to ask for any money but to give
instruction.

Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: Today the
priests are afraid to speak too strongly —or
else they'll be fired and get no salary. And
the politicians—they're afraid to speak.
They're afraid that they'll be voted out or
get no more money to support themselves.
Srila Prabhupada: The priests are after
money. They are not first-class; they are
low-class men. This is the reason that
Christianity has fallen down. The priests
cannot speak straightforwardly. Thereisa
straightforward commandment—"“Thou
shall not kill.” But because people are
already killing, the priests are afraid to
present the commandment straightfor-
wardly. Now they are even granting man-
to-man marriage, what to speak of other
things. The priests are sermonizing on
this idea of man-to-man marriage. Just see
how degraded they have become. Pre-
viously was there any conception like this,
at least outside America? Nobody thought
that a man could be married to another
man. What is this? And the priests are
supporting it. Do you know that? So what
is their standard?

Iyotirmayi-devi dasi: That priest who
visited was telling you that he was asking
all his parishioners to follow God’s law. So
you asked him if he was going to get them
to follow the Fifth Commandment, the
law against Kkilling—including animal
killing and especially cow killing.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, this is our proposal:
“Why should you kill the cow? Let the cow
be protected.” You can take the cow’s milk
and use this milk for making so many
nutritious, delicious preparations. Aside
from that, as far as meat-eating is con-
cerned, every cow will die—so you just
wait a while, and there will be so many
dead cows. Then you can take all the dead
cows and eat. So how is this a bad pro-
posal? If you say, “You are restraining us
from meat-eating” —no, we don’t restrain
you. We simply ask you, “Don’tkill. When
the cow is dead, you can eat it.”
Yogesvara dasa: You've pointed out that

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

the cow is just like a mother.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. She gives us her
milk.

Yogesvara dasa: But in the West now, when
their parents grow.old the people generally
send them away to old age homes. So if
people have no compassion even toward
their own parents, how can we educate
them to protect the cow?

Srila Prabhupada: They don’t have to
protect the cow. We shall protect the cow.
Simply we ask them, “Don’t purchase
meat from the slaughterhouse. We shall

If you kill, you
must be killed.
If you Kkill the
cow, who is
your mother,
then in some
future lifetime
your mother will
kill you.

supply you the cow after her death.” Where
is the difficulty?

Srila Satsvarupa dasa Goswami: Not
enough meat fast enough—they're eating
so much meat.

Srila Prabhupada: “Not enough”? By
killing the cows, how will you get any
more meat? The total number of cows
will remain the same. Simply wait for their
natural death. That is the only restriction.
You have got a limited number of cows.
Either you wait for their death or you kill
them at once —the number of cows is the
same. So we simply ask you, “Don’t kill
them. Wait for their natural death and
then take the meat.” What is the difficulty?
And we simply ask you, “As long as they're
alive, let us take the cow’s milk and
prepare delicious foods for the whole
human society.” .

Yogesvara dasa: If people don't kill the
cows then they will have even more meat,
because that way the cows will have more
time to reproduce more cows. If they don’t
kill the cows right away, there will be even
more cows.

Srila Prabhupada: More cows, yes. They’ll
have more cows. We simply request,
“Don’t kill. Don’t maintain slaughter-
houses.” That is very sinful. It brings a

very awkward karmic reaction upon so-
ciety. Stop these slaughterhouses. We don't
say, “Stop eating meat.” You can eat meat,
but don't take it from the slaughterhouse,
by killing. Simply wait and you'll get the
carcasses.

After all, how long will the cows live?
Their maximum age is twenty years, and
there are many cows who live only eigh-
teen, sixteen, or ten years. So wait that
much time; then regularly get dead cows
and eat. What is the difficulty?

For the first few years you may not get
quite as much as now. During that time
youcan eatsome dogs and cats. [ Laughter: ]
Yes. In Korea they eat dogs. What is the
difference between here and Korea? You
can also eat dogs for the time being. Or
hogs. Eat hogs. We don’t prohibit the
killing of these less important animals. We
neither sanction nor prohibit. But espe-
cially we request cow protection, because
it is ordered by Lord Krsna. Go-raksya:
“Protect the cows.” That is our duty.

And economically, also, it is very useful.
Krsna has not recommended this for
nothing; it is not like that. Krsna’s order
has meaning. The cows on our Hare Krsna
farms are giving more milk than other
cows—because they are confident, “We
will not be killed here.” It is not like these
rascals, these so-called Christians say:
“They have no soul; they have no intelli-
gence.” They have intelligence. In other
places they do not give so muck milk. But
on our farms they are very jolly. As soon as
the devotees call, they’ll come. Yes—just
like friends. And they are confident, “We'll
not be killed.” So they are jubilant and
they are giving much milk. Yes.

In Europe and America the cows are
very good, but the cow killing system also
is very good. So you stop this. You simply
request them, “You'll get the cow's flesh.
Assoon as she is dead, we shall supply you
free of charge. You haven't got to pay so
much money. You can get the flesh free
and eat it then. Why are you killing? Stop
these slaughterhouses.” What is wrong in
this proposai?

We don’t want to stop trade, or the
production of grains and vegetables and
fruit, But we want to stop these killing
houses. It is very, very sinful. That is why
all over the world they have so many wars.
Every ten or fifteen years there is a big
war—a wholesale slaughterhouse for hu-
mankind. But these rascals—they do not
see it, that by the law of karma, every
action must have its reaction.

You are killing innocent cows and other
animals—nature will take revenge. Just
wait. As soon as‘the time is right, nature
will gather all these rascals and slaughter
them. Finished. They'll fight amongst
themselves—Protestants and Catholics,
Russia and America, this one and that



one. It is going on. Why? This is nature’s
law. Tit for tat. “You have killed. Now you
kill yourselves.”

They are sending animals to the slaugh-
terhouse, and now they'll create their own
slaughterhouse. [[mitating gunfire] Tung!
Tung! Kill! Kill! You see? Just take Belfast,
for example. The Roman Catholics are
killing the Protestants, and the Protestants
are killing the Catholics. This is nature’s
law. It's not necessary that you be sent to
the ordinary slaughterhouse. You’ll make
a slaughterhouse at home. You'll kill your
own child —abortion. This is nature’s law.
Who are these children being killed? They
are these meat-caters. They enjoyed them-
selves when so many animals were killed,
and now they're being killed by their
mothers. People do not know how nature
is working. If you kill, you must be killed.
If you kill the cow, who is your mother,
then in some future lifetime your mother
will kill you. Yes. The mother becomes
the child, and the child becomes the
mother.

Mari sa khadatiti marmsah. The Sanskrit
word is marisa. Mam means “me” and sa
means “he.” I am killing this animal; [ am
eating him. And in my next lifetime he’ll
kill me and eat me. When the animal is
sacrificed, this mantra is recited into the
ear of the animal—"You are giving your
life, so in your next life you will get the
opportunity of becoming a human being.
And I who am now killing you will become
an animal, and you will kill me.” So after
understanding this mantra, who will be
ready to kill an animal?

Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: Many
people today are discussing this topic of
reincarnation, but they don’t understand
the significance of the effects . . .

Srila Prabhupada: How will they under-
stand? All dull-headed fopls and rascals,
dressed like gentlemen. That's all. Tavac
casobhate mitrkho yavat kificin na bhasate.
A rascal, a fool, is prestigious as long as he
does not speak. As soon as he speaks, his
nature will be revealed —what he really is.
Therefore that priest who came did not
stay long. He did not want to expose
himself. | Laughter: |

Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: Less
intelligent,

Srila Prabhupiada: Now, we must take to
agricultural work —produce food and give
protection to the cow. And if we produce a
surplus, we can trade. It i5 a simple thing
that we must do. Our people should live
peacefully in farming villages, produce
grain and fruit and vegetables, give protec-
tion to the cows, and work hard. And if
there is a surplus, we can start restaurants.
Krsna conscious people will never be
losers by following the instructions of
Krsna. They will live comfortably, without
any material want, and fyaktva deham

punar janma naiti [Bg. 4.9|: after leaving
this body they will go directly to God. This
is our way of life.

So open restaurants in any part of any
city and make nice kacauris, srikhanda,
puris, halava, and so manyother delicacies.
And people will purchase them. They will
come and sit down.Thave given the format:
“Every preparation is ready —you can sit
down. This is our standard charge for a
meal. Now, as much as you like you take.
You can take one helping or two, three,
four—as much as you like. But don't waste.

If an animal
comes to your
garden to eat,

don’t prohibit him.
He is also part
and parcel
of Krsna. If you
prohibit him,
where will he eat?

Don’t waste.” Suppose one man eats a
single savory and another man eats four
savories. That does not mean we shall
charge more. Same charge. Same charge.
“You can sit down, eat to your heart’s
content, and be satisfied.” Let everyone
be satisfied. “We will supply. Simply don’t
waste.” This is our program. Not that each
time —just as the hotel does—each time a
plate is brought, immediately a bill. No.
“You can sit down and eat to your satis-
faction. The charge stays the same.”
Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: I think
people will leave the restaurant with their
pockets full of savories. [Laughter. |

Srila Prabhupada: That we shall not allow.
Srila Bhagavan dasa Goswami: You were
telling us one time that in India, if a person
has a mango orchard and you're hungry
you can come in and eat, but you cannot
take any away with you.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. If you have a
garden and somebody says, “1 want to eat
some fruit,” you'll say, “Yes, come on. Take
as much fruit as you like.” But he should
not gather up more than he can eat and
take it away. Any number of men can
come and eat to their satisfaction. The
farmers do not even prohibit the mon-
keys—*“All right, let them come in. After

all, it is God’s property.” This is the Krsna
conscious system: if an animal, say a
monkey, comes to your garden to eat,
don’t prohibit him. He is also part and
parcel of Krsna. If you prohibit him, where
will he eat?

I have another story; this one was toid
by my father. My father’s elder brother
was running a cloth shop. Before closing
the shop my uncle would put out a basin
filled with rice. Of course, as in any village,
there were rats. But the rats would take
the rice and not cut even a single cloth.
Cloth is very costly. If even one cloth had
been cut by a rat, then it would have been
a great loss. So with a few pennies’ worth
of rice, he saved many dollars’ worth of
cloth. This Krsna culture is practical.
“They are also part and parcel of God.
Give them food. They’'ll not create any
disturbance. Give them food.”

Everyone has an obligation to feed
whoever is hungry—even if it is a tiger . . .
even if it is a tiger. Once a certain spiritual
teacher was living in the jungle. His disci-
ples knew, “The tigers will never come
and disturb us, because our teacher keeps
some milk at a little distance from the
asrama, and the tigers come and drink
and go away.”

The teacher would call, “You! Tiger!
You can come and take your milk here!”
|Laughter. ] And they would come and take
the milk and go away. And they would
never attack any members of the dsrama.
The teacher would say, "They are my
men—don't harm them.”

I remember seeing at the World’s Fair
that a man had trained a lion. And the
man was playing with that lion just like
one plays with a dog. These animals can
understand, “This man loves me. He gives
me food; he is my friend.” They also
appreciate.

When Haridasa Thakura was living in a
cave and chanting Hare Krsna, a big snake
who also lived there decided to go away.
The snake knew—"He’s a saintly person.
He should not be disturbed. Let me go
away.” And from Bhagavad-gita we under-
stand, isvarah sarva-bhiitanarm hrd-dese —
Krsna is in everyone's heart, and He is
dictating. So Krsna can dictate peace and
harmony to the animals, to the serpent,
to everyone. |Srila Prabhupdda pauses
reflectively. |

The Vedic culture offers so many nice,
delicious foods, and mostly they are made
with milk products. But these so-called
civilized people —they do not know. They
kill the cows and throw the milk away to
the hogs, and they are proud of their
civilization—like jackals and vultures.
Actually, this Krsna consciousness move-
ment will transform the uncivilized people
and bring the whole world to real

civilization. &G
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There’s More to It Than Stubbing Your Toe

by JAYADVAITA SWAMI

n most people’s minds a person

is a body. Whenever a child is

born, a new person has come in-
to existence. He grows up, lives out
his life, and finally dies, and then
that particular person has ceased
to exist. In this view, life is sort of a
one-time, open-and-shut affair.

From the Vedic viewpoint, how-
ever, a person is an eternal traveler
who wanders from one body to the
next. He appears in different
guises—sometimes as a genius,
sometimes a fool, sometimes a
wealthy man, sometimes a pauper.
Sometimes he assumes the role of
an American or Englishman, at
other times an Indian or Chinese.
And with each change of body, he
forgets his previous life.

Now one might ask, what is it
that determines the kind of body
one will appear in next?

According to Bhagavad-gita, our
next destination depends upon the
direction our consciousness points

to at the time of death; it is our con-
sciousness that carries us to our
next body. And the direction our
consciousness points to will natu-
rally depend upon the activities we
have performed throughout our
life.

To give an analogy: A student
enters high school and pursues his
studies for some years, then gradu-
ates and goes on either to college
or to some sort of work. Now, what
kind of job or college he goes to
will depend to a great extent on
how he has spent his time in high
school. If he has studied diligently
and done well on his exams, per-
haps he will go on to an excellent
college and a rewarding career. On
the other hand, if he has frittered
away his time, he may find himself
struggling to land a tiresome job
for low pay. In other words, his next
life— his life after school—depends
on how he thinks and acts before
he graduates.

PAINTINGS BY YADURANI-DEVT DASI

In the same way, our next body
will depend on how we think and
act now. We have only so many
years in our present body, and then
the examination comes, at death.
At death our consciousness is
tested. We have spent our time how-

ever we felt best, and at death—

“Time’s up!” Our present lifetime
comes to a close, and our conscious-
ness carries us to our next body.

It is not desire alone that deter-
mines our next body; we get not
exactly what we desire but what we
deserve. A student may desire to
go to Harvard or Yale, but his desire
alone will not get him in; he must
also have high enough grades, be
able to pay the tuition, and so on.
Similarly, it is not that we will
become wealthy and aristocratic in
our next birth merely by aspiring to
wealth and aristocracy now. We
must first act in such a way that we
deserve it.

So people are born in different

BACK TO GODHEAD 7



8 BACK TO GODHEAD




countries, different families, and
different bodies not by chance but
according to precise and intricate
natural laws of cause and effect.
These laws are known in Sanskrit
as the laws of karma.

The word karma literally means
“action,” yet it also carries the
import of “fate” or “destiny.” This
is entirely reasonable, for it is our
actions that determine our fate.
This is not a matter of esoteric
belief or superstition but of com-
mon sense and practical everyday
experience. Suppose I put my hand
in a fire. This is a kind of action.
Yet it also implies an entirely pre-
dictable reaction—I'm going to get
burned.

So in everyday life my actions
have certain reactions; cause and
effect are always at work. [ may not
always understand what the results
of my actions will be, and when
something has taken place I may
not always understand why—but at
least I can be sure that what is
happening now has resulted from
what has gone before and will in-
fluence what will happen next.

Now, the Vedic teachings carry
this understanding one step further.
From a materialistic viewpoint,
cause and effect may bounce me
around during my lifetime in this
body, but no longer—when the
body is dead, I am dead, and the
chain of action and reaction comes
to an end. But what the Vedic
teachings propose is that this chain
of action and reaction extends not
only within our present lifetime but
before it and beyond it, throughout
a succession of lives. Why does a
person take his birth in a particular
body? It is because of his past
karma, his past activities. What
kind of body will he be born in
next? Again, that depends on his
karma. His present activities—
together with the sum total of his
previous activities—will determine
his consciousness at the time of his
death, and that consciousness will
carry him on to his next body.

What's more, a living being may
travel not only from one human
body to another but also down from
the human species to the body of a

plant or animal. In these lower
species also, birth and death take
place—consciousness enters the
body, stays there for some time, and
then leaves for the next body.

So the soul travels from one body

to the next, and from one species to
the next. Sometimes he goes up to
the human form of life, sometimes
down to the plant or animal
kingdom.

Sometimes
we say that
someone eats
like a pig or
sleeps like a
bear. Here again,
the laws of
karma act with
a kind of
poetic justice.

In the material world, all living
beings have the same spiritual
nature, yet think and act differently
according to the different material
bodies they have received. A living
being with a cat body thinks and
acts like a cat, with a fish body he
thinks and acts like a fish, and so
on. By nature’s laws, he has no
freedom to do otherwise. So by
nature’s laws the living beings in
the lower species always progress
from one species to the next one
higher, until they gradually reach
the human form. After all, since
plants and animals have virtually
no freedom, they never do anything
contrary to nature's laws. A tiger
may eat flesh, for example, because
that is the tiger’s nature; but a tiger
will never steal oranges.

In human life, however, we can
transgress the laws of nature. The
human body offers us freedom, and
we may use this freedom properly

or improperly, as we choose.

By nature’s laws the human body
is specifically meant for spiritual
realization. In lower forms of life
we can eat, sleep, have sex, and
defend ourselves, and of course we
may perform the same activities in
the human body also. But in the
human body we also have the intel-
ligence to understand who we are
and what the purpose of life is, who
God is and how we can develop our
love for God. This is the real pur-
pose of human life.

The animals also have intelli-
gence, but they can use their
intelligence only for eating, sleep-
ing, mating, and defending. If the
human being uses his intelligence
only for these purposes, he is mis-
using the advantages of his human
life. This misuse is what is known
as “bad karma’”

Most of us have heard or used
the phrase “bad karma,” usually in
relation to trifles—if we get a park-
ing ticket or stub our toe or lose a
coin in a vending machine, we write
it off as “bad karma’” Yet bad karma
can be far more serious, as the
illustrations on these pages point
out.

The girl on the cover of Exposure
may think herself lucky to have won
a choice modeling assignment, but
she is unaware of the karmic re-
actions involved. Although human
life is meant for higher purposes
than showing off one's body, there
are other forms of life—the tree,
for example—in which standing
naked is entirely natural. So the girl
is unwittingly molding her actions
and consciousness in such a way
that her next body may be that of a
tree. And after a long lifetime in
the body of a tree, the soul must
then transmigrate upward through
millions of more species before
again getting the opportunity of a
human birth.

Sometimes we say that someone
eats like a pig or sleeps like a bear.
Here again, the laws of karma act
with a kind of poetic justice. For if
someone wants to eat like a pig,
why should he take his next birth in
a human body? Pig consciousness,
pig body. Thisisthelaw of nature. &&
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A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Beyond Sexism, Beyond Tokenism

This exchange between His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
and a reporter took place in Philadelphia
during July of 1975.

Reporter: The Krsna consciousness move-
ment has been what some would consider
sexist, because certain propensities for
women have been defined, by the devotees
or the Vedic scriptures—I'm not sure
which—and I wondered if you would
comment on that. The allegation is not
necessarily that the movement is against
women, but that it defines inferior roles
for them by their natural traits.

Srila Prabhupada: We give equal roles
spiritually. Materially, one person is an
assistant, another person is a manager.
How can you avoid this? Everyone will be
a manager, nobody will be an assistant?
Can you achieve equality materially?
Materially one person is a parent, another
is a child; one is an assistant, another is a
manager; one is a woman, another is a
man. How can you stop this? But spiri-
tually they are all equal.

Reporter: So then what is happening
materially is unimportant?

Srila Prabhupada: The thing is that when
you come to the spiritual platform, when
you see the spirit soul within everyone—
then that is equality. For instance, you are
differently dressed, in a red blouse, and I
am differently dressed. This difference
must be there. There are so many men
and women—and they are differently
dressed. You cannot say they are equal
with respect to their dress.

But within the dress—as spiritual
beings—they are all the same.In Bhagavad-
gita Lord Krsna says that through spiritual
vision, we can see a learned scholar, a cow,
an elephant, a dog, and even a dog-eater
as equals. And yet materially, how can
they be equal?

If I invite a learned scholar and ask
him, “Please sit down with this dog,” will
he be pleased? He will feel insulted. I
may see that within the dog there is a
spirit soul and within the learned scholar
there is a spirit soul. But if I say, “Oh, you
may be a learned scholar and you may
think the dog is just a dog, but I see you
as equals,” that will be an insult. So the
fact is that we cannot disturb the divergent
material situation, but at the same time we
have to understand what the situation is
spiritually.

Artificially, on the platform of the
material body, you may make man and
woman equal, but actually it is not a fact.

Fod

In one place in the Bhagavad-gita, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead says that
one who has spiritual vision sees everyone
as equal. And yet in another place the
Supreme Lord says, strisu dustasu vars-
neya jayate varna-sankarah: unless you
protect women, low-class men will seduce
them, and society will be burdened with
unwanted children. Just take this “women’s
liberation "—it is simply a trick by the
men. Now the men can have free prosti-
tutes, that’s all. And once a man makes a
woman pregnant, he can go away and let
her choose between begging support from
the government or killing her child . . .
abortion. You may not like to hear it, but
“women'’s liberation” means that the men
have tricked you. So to make progress
toward the end of spiritual realization, we
must make some slight material distinction:
women must be protected.

If we were actually discriminating
against women, then how could it be that
in our temple we are enjoying together?
We are enjoying because actually we are
equal—on the spiritual platform. We do
not say, “You are a woman. Oh, you cannot
become a devotee.” No. We welcome
everyone. We request everyone, “Come
to the spiritual platform. Then everything
will be nice.” When one is spiritually
realized, he knows that spiritually there is
no distinction between himself and anyone
else—and so he becomes happy. In the
material conception, one person is always
trying to take another person’s position.
But in the spiritual conception there is no

more hankering and no more lamenta-
tion, because everyone understands that
spiritually we are one.

Here at our temple you can see it
practically: the boy is dancing, the father
is dancing, the black is dancing, the white
is dancing, the young are dancing, the old
are dancing. You can see it practically.
The woman is dancing, the man is
dancing—everyone is dancing. They are
not dancing artificially, like dogs. They
are dancing out of spiritual ecstasy. This is
the spiritual platform, the “dancing plat-
form.” They are dancing naturally, spon-
taneously, because they are realizing God,
because they are in relationship with God.
They are feeling the ecstasy that “we are
all servants of Krsna."

And this is despite any material dis-
tinctions. A man's bodily structure and
a woman'’s bodily structure are different.
How can you say they are equal? If a man
and a woman are equal materially, then
why doesn’t the man also become preg-
nant? The distinction is there by nature.
Sometimes people think that I am making
the distinction, but the distinction is
already there. But despite this distinction,
when the man and the woman think in
connection with Krsna—"I am a spirit
soul; my function is to serve God”—then
they are equal.

Our proposition is that artificially we
should not try to make equality. That will
be a failure. It is already a failure. For
instance, in London I saw a woman police
officer. So I was joking with her: “If I
capture your hand and snatch you, what
will you do? You will simply cry. So what is
the use of your being a police officer?” A
police officer requires bodily strength. If
there is some hooligan, he can give him a
slap or catch him; but what will a woman
do? So we say, “Be practical.” Artificial
equality will not endure.

We are all equal, undoubtedly; because
we are all spirit souls. Asmin dehe: within
everyone's material body there is a spirit
soul. That we have to understand first of
all, and then if we cultivate knowledge
and understanding on that platform of
spirit soul, then we shall feel equal and
there will be no disturbance. Everyone
will be peaceful. That is wanted. We are
stressing this point—that if you say artifi-
cially that we are equal, it will not have
any effect. But when you understand that
we are equal spiritually, that will be bene-
ficial. That will bring peace and happiness

2%

all over the world. oy
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AMERICA IN THE 1980’s

LOOKING
FOR LEADERS

Not long ago Ray Ruppert, religion editor
of the Seattle Times, visited that city’s Krsna center

to talk with Srila Harhsadiita Swami.

Mr. Ruppert: One of the basic questions
that people ask is, What is the attraction
this kind of religious experience holds for
young Americans?

Srila Harmsaduta Swami: The attraction is
that it is practical. Everything people do
begins with someone else giving them a
practical example. If my father is smoking
then I smoke. If he drinks then I will drink
also, in spite of what he says. Of course, in
every country there is some religious
community; there are priests and religious
leaders. But almost everywhere the leaders
have become deviated. They don't follow
their own principles, their own disciplines.
So naturally the young people reject them.
They are seeking some alternative, so if
they find the right example they will accept
it,

Mr. Ruppert: But in a sense the young
people are not following the example of
their fathers or of their religious heritage.
Srila Hariisadiita Swami: That's right. And
I say they don't follow because the priests
don’t follow. The priests are smoking,
drinking, and having affairs with women.
How can anyone accept that? What is the
difference between the priests and an
ordinary man?

Mr. Ruppert: But this means the young
person has to have some kind of discrimi-
nation. Otherwise he is going to follow . ..
Srila Harisadta Swami: . . . another false

leader. So the difficulty in America now is
that because no one has any discrimina-
tion, so many bogus religious leaders are
popping up. But nevertheless there are
genuine religious leaders. It is just that the
government doesn’t know how to recog-
nize them and protect them and at the
same time root out those who are not
bona fide, because the government leaders
are themselves irreligious. This is the
problem. The problem is with our leaders.
Mr. Ruppert: Do you believe that it would
be a proper function of the government to
sustain or to protect . . .

Srila Harsaduta Swami: . . . the principles
of religion. The principles of religion
include truthfulness, mercy, and self-
control. But our leaders are not truthful,
not merciful, not self-controlled. It is taken
for granted that public leaders will tell so
many lies when they campaign, and when
they are in office they’ll accept bribes and
do so many otherillegal things in the name
of the law. It is taken for granted, and that
means the people will also follow this
example. They will become untruthful,
uncontrolled, and selfish. The four irreli-
gious principles are animal-killing, intoxi-
cation, illicit sex, and gambling, and all
these things are being endorsed by the
government—in the form of slaughter-
houses, nightclubs, breweries, gambling
casinos.

Mr. Ruppert: Returning to the young
people . ..

Srila Harisadiata Swami: Young people by
nature will search out higher ideals. That
is always the nature of young people,
especially in America, where there is so
much freedom—they get education and
religious freedom.

Mr. Ruppert: Yet many of them have been
led astray, apparently.

Srila Harhsadiita Swami: Yes. Because the
government is corrupt, and so even in this
field of religion there is so much corrup-
tion. But nevertheless there are genuine
spiritual leaders. This movement is a
genuine spiritual movement. But one must
examine it very carefully, rather than lump
it together with everything else that has
disappointed people.

Mr. Ruppert: Is this the only genuine
movement?

Srila Harisadiita Swami: We have not been
able to find anything more genuine or as
genuine, and therefore we have accepted
it. And it is being accepted by religionists,
and scholars, and even the government is
gradually recognizing it as something very
genuine and not something faddish. It is
based on a great tradition. We've pub-
lished over seventy books, translations
from the original Sanskrit. And our activi-
ties are all grounded in those time-honored
books. We don’tdo anything whimsically.

BACK TO GODHEAD 11



Mr. Ruppert: How does it happen that a
movement which came out of the Orient
is attracting and drawing to it Western
young people almost exclusively?

rila Hamsadiita Swami: Actually, our
movement is spread all over the world, in
Europe, Africa, South America—I per-
sonally preached in Hong Kong and the
Philippines—and, of course, also in India.
Soitisnot a fact that it is exclusively here;
it is everywhere.

And the reason it attracts people all
over (of course, especially in the West) is
that its principles are universal spiritual
principles that do not depend on any
particular place, time, or circumstance.
Otherwise, how could people accept it?
We are not interested in being Hindus. We
are interested in the science, the phi-
losophy of life.

Western education teaches the sciences
of medicine, economics, engineering,
chemistry, politics, and so on. These are
all material sciences. But the science of
the self, which is the science of life, is not
being taught. And that is the basic science,
the one that gives all other sciences their
usefulness.

For instance, medical science is appli-
cable only to a living body, not to a dead
body. A dead body has no value; medicine
will not act on a dead body. So the question
is, What is this living principle or living
force which by its absence makes the body
worthless in an instant? Modern science
cannot satisfy us; it does not give us the
answers to these questions.

Therefore, genuine spiritual science is
needed, and people are hankering after
that. There is a spiritual vacuum. Young
people, especially, gravitate toward spiri-
tual knowledge. And that is a natural
tendency, because everyone is a spirit
soul.

Mr.. Ruppert: Would you consider going to
countries like China?

Srila Hamsadiita Swami: Why not? A third
of the world’s population is in China.
They're spirit souls like everyone else. We
don’t think in terms of “friends™ and
“enemies,” either politically or racially. We
think in terms of spirit soul. The American,
the Chinese, the Russian, the black man,
the white man —all of them are spirit souls.
The duty of a spiritual teacher is to deliver
everyone, regardless of his caste, color, or.
creed. So for us it is a field for teaching,
that'sall. One billion people is a big field.
Mr. Ruppert: Yes, it is. But there are
practical problems.

Srila Harmsadita Swami: Those have to be
overcome, because this is our duty. A
fireman cannot say, “This fire is too hot. 1
can’t deal with it.” No. It’s his duty. Some-
times the fire may be easy to extinguish,
and sometimes difficult and dangerous—
he may even lose his life. But he has to do
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it. Similarly, a soldier has to go to the front.
He may lose his life, but he has to go. So
similarly, a real spiritual teacher has to go
everywhere and deliver the message of
Krsna.

Mr. Ruppert: What is happening to the
movement in this country?

Srila Hamsadita Swami: It is gradually
growing, as it always has. It won’t grow by
leaps and bounds, because to participate
in this movement, a person has to have

One must be
prepared to make
a sacrifice.
Purity is the

- force, not just
so many heads to
count. There are
millions of asses,
and they still
remain asses.

real understanding. This movement is not
for faddists. It is not just something fash-
ionable. It is genuine, so one must be
prepared to make a sacrifice. As you know,
we follow four basic regulative principles.
We don’t eat meat, fish, or eggs. We don't
smoke or drink or take any kind of intoxi-
cants. We don't indulge in illicit sex. And
we don't gamble. Most people are not
ready to give up these things, so we can't
accept them. We cannot make any com-
promise in order to get large numbers of
followers. We are not interested in large
numbers. We are interested in a few people
who can understand this philosophy and
who can apply it in their everyday lives.
Mr. Ruppert: So you will have a smaller
number but, in a sense, a purer number.
Srila Hammsadiita Swami: Yes, they will be
purer, and purity is the force. Purity is the
force, not just so many heads to count.
There are millions of asses, and they still
remain asses.

Mr. Ruppert: A person who comes into
this movement— has he previously looked
into other groups? Has he made a com-
parison?

Srila Harmsadiita Swami: More than likely,
yes. Most people have. First of all, practi-
cally all of us have Christian backgrounds.
I was personally brought up very strictly.

went to church every morning and read
the Bible. As a matter of fact, I was just
reading the Bible this morning. Most of
the men and women who join us have
examined not only their Christian doc-
trines but other things also, and they have
generally been educated in the university.
They are informed.

Mr. Ruppert: I see. How is the movement
financed?

Srila Harisadita Swami: We finance prac-
tically all our activities by the publication,
distribution, and sale of our books, which,
incidentally, are used in universities all
over the country.

Mr. Ruppert: Is that the only way?

Srila Harhsadata Swami: We also have an
incense business, based in Los Angeles,
but that's much less significant. The real
basis of our income is our books.

Mr. Ruppert: Generally speaking, it seems
to me that the book business in this country
has not been all that good.

Srila Harhsaduta Swami: Because we are
spiritual teachers, as you know, we don’t
depend on the normal distribution, but we
go door-to-door or into the streets, and we
approach people personally in the tradi-
tional style, as monks did years ago. A
monk must confront the public and bring
them the message, because people are not
going to come and knock on the door.
They are not going to stand in line like
they do for bread.

Mr. Ruppert: I understand that since the
passing of the founder, the movement is
now headed by eleven persons. How is
this arrangement working out?

Srila Harisadiita Swami: Very well. Every
year we have a meeting in India, and at
that time we discuss the management and
development of our movement. If some
member were not up to the standard of
total purity, he would be corrected. Or
if he were incorrigible, he would be re-
moved. So our movement is governed by a
democratic system of checks and bal-
ances.

Mr. Ruppert: Do you have a chairman?
Srila Hamsaduta Swami: We have chair-
men for the sake of conducting meetings,
but they have no more power than anyone
else.

Mr. Ruppert: It seems that you are more
open, publicity-wise, than you had been a
few years ago.

Srila Harhsadata Swami: That may be; |
don’t know. We are carrying on the same
activities now . . .

Mr. Ruppert: Is this a decision you made—
to be more open?

Srila Harhsadiita Swami: I don't think so.
For some reason the press seems to feel
that we are more open, and that might be
because we have become more experi-
enced in dealing with the press. But we
never, at any time from the beginning, had



any policy of being secretive or closed. I
think it was just our inexperience in how

to invite the press and how to host them .

and make them feel comfortable, and even
how to answer their questions, But I think
we are gaining more experience in dealing
with the media. For example, we've pub-
lished this little booklet, a request to the
media, Please Don't Lump Us In.

Mr. Ruppert: Yes, I have seen that.

Srila Hammsaduta Swami: We're appealing
to them not just to take us as one of the
group, but to intelligently study our move-
ment in comparison to others and see if
there isn’t a genuine difference. I think
the press has been very understanding
about our movement, perhaps because
they see something genuine from their
dealings with us in the past.

Mr. Ruppert: You spoke yesterday about
deprogramming, and I gather that you
don't exactly approve of it.

Srila Hamsadata Swami: I don't approve
of it on principle. I've heard just recently
that some man—I forget his name —has
set up in Pennsylvania what amounts to
nothing short of a concentration camp. It
has electric fences, trained dogs, and
watchtowers with guards, radar, and the
whole works, in collaboration (or con-
spiracy) with the local sheriff and judge.
That place is practically impenetrable, and
they bring their deprogramming victims
there. I don’t find this to be at all Ameri-
can; it is not what America stands for. I
find it quite wrong.

Mr. Ruppert: Have you lost any of your
members that way?

Srila Hamsadiita Swami: We have lost a
few, but not many. Deprogrammers gen-
erally don’t deal with us, because as I
explained, our members have to be ma-
ture. They have to possess a philosophical
understanding, rather than a sentimental
attraction or a mood of vague rebellious-
ness. We don’t accept members so easily.
Mr. Ruppert: What does it take to become
a member?

Srila Hamsadata Swami: First of all, one
must follow these four principles or re-
strictions: no meat-eating, no illicit sex, no
intoxication, and no gambling. And if a
person is going to live in the temple as a
brahmacari, in other words as a celibate
student, he will have to shave his head and
wear a dhoti, the simple monastic robe
that we wear. He'll have to follow the daily
schedule, which includes rising at 4 A.M.,
bathing, and meditating. And there aren’t
too many people who are willing to do
these things.

Mr. Ruppert: What does he do the rest of
the day?

Srila Hamsadita Swami: That depends. If
he's a carpenter he'll probably be building
something, orif he has a knack for cooking
he may be cooking. If he knows how to

type he’ll quite likely be typing. In other
words, just as in any other organization,
we have so many practical engagements.
Mr. Ruppert: Would he hold a job out-
side?

Srila Hamsadata Swami: No, generally
those who live in the temple are engaged
in full-time teaching work. But other devo-
tees who are married and have children
will probably have an ordinary job.

Mr. Ruppert: Do you ever see the day

Prabhupada said
the Americans
should take up
this movement,

they should
destroy atheistic
communism, and
they should spread
God consciousness
all over.

when this country might accept this
movement as . . .

Srila Harsaduta Swami: Yes, I see the day
when America’s leaders will be thoroughly
versed in the principles of Krsna con-
sciousness, and they will rule the citizens
on that basis and people will be happy.
Actually, our spiritual master envisioned
that all the countries of the world will
follow. If Americans take up this culture
and philosophy, then the whole world will
take it up. Prabhupada said that the
Americans should take up this movement,
they should destroy atheistic communism,
and they should spread God consciousness
all over. Americans still enjoy the greatest
freedom, especially religious freedom, but
if they want to keep their freedom, then
they must come back to a God conscious
way of living. That will insure their free-
dom and strength. America is now deterio-
rating. The young people are degenerating
due to godlessness. That is the real reason
for the decline. America’s popularity is
declining all over the world, because the
leaders are becoming godless and the
people are losing faith in them.

Mr. Ruppert: Yet we have a president who
makes quite a statement of his own
religious conviction.

Srila Harisaduta Swami: Statements in

themselves are not convincing. Actions
speak louder than words. As I explained,
there are four basic-principles, and one
who is actually religious will follow them.
We don’t care whether he follows this faith
or that faith; he may be a Christian or a
Jew or whatever. But he has to follow
these four basic principles. That is, he
must be free from intoxication of all kinds,
including smoking and drinking; he must
be free from illicit sexual connections; he
must be free from gambling; and he must
be free from eating meat, fish, and eggs.
Then he becomes an effective leader.
Mr. Ruppert: But we have not seen any
such leader.

Srila Harisadata Swami: Not yet. But if
our book distribution is successful —and it
is conceivable that within the next ten
years every person in this country will
have one of our books—then that willbe a
great foundation upon which we can
request the people to vote for or to
demand a God conscious leader.

Mr. Ruppert: That would be in the next
ten years orso . . .

Srila Hamsaduta Swami: Ten years is nota
long time. If you think back ten years, it’s
just like yesterday. This movement only
started twelve years ago. And it has won
the acclaim of religionists and scholars.
Our books are being used in university
classes, and thisisa very encouraging sign.
Mr. Ruppert: Then what you're concerned
with is not the conversion of huge masses
of people but the spreading of these
principles, regardless of the person’s
religious affiliation?

Srila Harisadata Swami: Yes. If he follows
these principles, then that’s what we care
about. For instance, a humanitarian wants
to see that everyone is receiving sufficient
food. He doesn’t care exactly what style of
food it’s going to be, as long as everyone is
getting well fed. Similarly, we want to see
everyone following the principles of reli-
gion. It doesn’t matter whether they are
Christians, Mohammedans, Jews, or what-
ever, because all the scriptures of the world
are one in principle. As I said, just before
you came | was reading the Bible. I don't
find that the Bible is contradictory to the
Bhagavad-gita. Not at all. I find everything
Jesus taught to be completely harmonious
with what Krsna taught. g

His Divine Grace Hamsa-
dita Swami is one of
the spiritual masters
that ISKCON's founder-
dacdrya Srila Prabhupada
selected to initiate new
disciples. He is ISKCON 5
director in the north-
western United States,
the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore,
Korea, and Sri Lanka.
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EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

The demonic Ravana holds the chaste and beautiful Sita captive (above left). But Sita remains
convinced that Her eternal spouse Lord Rama (above right) will come to the rescue.

For several years now, actors and critics
alike have been paying regular visits to the
Hare Krishna Building to take in perform-
ances by Govinda's American Theater
Ensemble (G.AT. E.). The special attrac-
tion of late has been the Ramdyana, the
pastimes of Lord Krsna's avatdra Lord
Rama. During New York’s recent Festival
of the Chariots, G.AT. E. took the Rama-
yana outdoors, and Elinor Fuchs of the
Soho News did this review:

“If you had been on LaGuardia Place
last Saturday afternoon, just below Wash-
ington Square Park, you could have wit-
nessed a two-hour performance of scenes
from the Ramayana, the great Hindu epic,
produced and acted by members of the
Hare Krishna movement.

“The afternoon was a celebration of
Ratha-yatra, or the Festival of the Chariots,
sacred to Jagannatha, a form of Krishna
worshiped in the city of Jagannatha Puri,
India. Two brightly painted wooden
chariots with silk canopies thirty feet high
arrived, tugged on thick yellow ropes.
Jagannatha and other Deities on their red
velvet thrones were then installed on a
raised platform set against the dramatic
red walls of New York University's Bobst
Library.

“When the drama finally begins, the
mighty demon Ravana’s ugly sister at-
tempts to seduce Lord Rama in the forest.
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Rama is faithful to the chaste and beautiful
Sita, and the titanic battle between the
divine and the demonic is launched.

“Thirty small children, most of them
from the New York Hindu community,
stand at the foot of the stage, flinching in
delight at the sword play and bow-and-
arrow battles. Part of the adult audience
sits behind them on folding chairs; others
stand on the sidewalks under the trees. An
unknown seven-year-old girl wreathed in
marigolds arrives on my lap and stays for
an hour.

“The street-theater interest would have
lured one forth in short, but one stayed to
admire the conviction of the players, none
of whom has had professional acting
experience, though the man who played
Hanuman, the monkey servant of Rama,
had extensive ballet background.

“The principal parts of Lord Rama, his
consort Sita, Rama’'s enemy Ravana, and
Hanuman were played with evident reli-
gious inspiration and commitment. This
same spirit had a unifying effect on the
most diverse theatrical means, which
included three ballets for masked animal
characters, songs accompanied by guitar,
and a taped score that freely alternated
traditional Indian music with Rachmani-
noff and Rimsky-Korsakov. Ravana'’s last-
ditch exhortation to his troops, before he
is overwhelmed in battle by Rama and his

monkey legions, was shouted over a pas-
sage from Stravinsky's Rite of Spring.
Many of the costumes and props were
spectacular, and the make-up, wigs, and
masks were vigorous and bold. This was a
Ramayana with no holds barred, and not
the slightest trace of amateur’s embarrass-
ment, even though the quality of perfor-
mance became uneven in the smaller roles.

“The group of 12 players, at one time
called the Theater of the Absolute Truth,
but now more modestly titled Govinda’s
American Theater Ensemble, has been
performing the Ramayana)pretty steadily
for the past two years. The leading actors,
Nandakishor Das and Lokamangala Das,
who play Rama and Ravana, are the
group’s co-directors and have spent be-
tween them 19 years in the Krishna con-
sciousness movement. All the actors are
full-time Hare Krishna devotees. They
perform the Ramayana regularly on
Friday evenings and on some Sundays at
the Hare Krishna Building, 340 W. 55 St.”

Hare Krsna Calendar

Krgna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferent form of Krgna. The devotees at the ISKCON center
nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of the
festivals listed here

‘Year 483 Caitanya Era— Vaignava month of Padmanibha

October 1 October 2
Victory celebration Padinkudid-ekidasi
of Lord Rimacandra. {tasting from grains
Appearance of and beans)
Sripada Madhvici Arya
October 3 October 5

Autumn rlisa dance
of Lord Krgna
Disappearance of
Srila Murdri Gupta

Disappearance of Srila
Raghundtha disa Gosvimi,

fi Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvam, and
Srila Krznadisa Kavirdja Gosvami.

Vasgnava month of Dimodara

Oclober 10 October 14
of of Srila
Srila Nirottama ddsa | VTracandra Prabhu
Thilkura.
October 16 October 17
Disappearance of Srila Paksa-varghani-
Narahari Saraklira Thikura. English mahddvadasi
g of 5S¢ Caitany dmy {fasting from grains
complated by His Divine Grace A.C and beans)
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida
October 22 Octobar 23 October 25
Sii Gii. | D of o] of
Worship of Bali Srila Vasudeva His Diving Grace

A C. Bhaktvedanta
Swami Prabhupdda

Mahdrdja 4
Appearance of Srila
Rasikinanda Prabhu

Ghosa Thilkura

Octobar 28 DOclober 31
(=] of ér? & & T
Srila Srinivisa {fasting from grains
Aclirya, Srila and beans)
D Pangita. | O of
and $iila Gadidhara | Srlla Gaurakidora
Thikura disa BELET Mahdirdja




Book Section

The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead
P S— o
Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-A4carya of the Inter_national chiety for Krishna Consciousness

Second Canto: “The Cosmic Manifestation”

CHAPTER THREE

~ Pure Devotional Service:
The Change in Heart

As our serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam continues, we
learn the importance of hearing and chanting about the Personality of
Godhead, visiting His temples and the places sacred to Him, and rendering
Him devotional service.

TEXT 20
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bile batorukrama-vikraman ye

na Srnvatah karna-pute narasya
Jihvasati dardurikeva sita

na copagayaty urugaya-gathah

bile—snake holes; bata—like; urukrama—the Lord, who acts mar-
velously; vikraman—prowess; ye—all these; na—never; smuatah—
heard; karna-pute—the earholes; narasya—of the man; jihva—tongue;
asati—useless; dardurikd —of the frogs; iva —exactly like that; sita—0
Siata Gosvami; na—never; ca—also; upagdyati—chants loudly;
urugaya—worth singing; gathah—songs.

TRANSLATION

One who has not listened to the messages about the prowess and
marvelous acts of the Personality of Godhead and has not sung or
chanted loudly the worthy songs about the Lord is to be con-
sidered to possess earholes like the holes of snakes and a tongue
like the tongue of a frog.- :

PURPORT

Devotional service to the Lord is rendered by all limbs or parts of the
body. It is the transcendental dynamic force of the spirit soul; therefore a
devotee is engaged one hundred percent in the service of the Lord. One
can engage in devotional service when the senses of the body are purified
in relation with the Lord, and one can render service to the Lord with the
help of all the senses. As such, the senses and the action of the senses are
to be considered impure or materialistic as long as they are employed
only in sense gratification. The purified senses are engaged not in sense

gratification but in the service of the Lord in foto. The Lord is the
Sﬁpreme with all senses, and the servitor, who is part and parcel of the
Lord, also has the same senses. Service to the Lord is the completely
purified use of the senses, as described in the Bhagavad-gita. The Lord
imparted instructions with full senses, and Arjuna received them with
full senses, and thus there was a perfect exchange of sensible and logical
understanding between the master and the disciple. Spiritual under-
standing is nothing like an electrical charge from the master to the disci-
ple, as foolishly claimed by some propaganda-mongers. Everything is full
of sense and logic, and the exchange of views between the master and
disciple is possible only when the reception is submissive and real. In the
Caitanya-caritamrta it is said that one should receive the teaching of
Lord Caitanya with intellect and full senses so that one can logically
understand the great mission.

In the impure state of a living being, the various senses are fully
engaged in mundane affairs. If the ear is not engaged in the service of
the Lord by hearing about Him from Bhagavad-gitdi or Srimad-
Bhagavatam, certainly the holes of the ear will be filled with some rub-
bish. Therefore the messages of Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam
should be preached all over the world very loudly. That is the duty of a
pure devotee who has actually heard about them from the perfect
sources. Many want to speak something to others, but because they are
not trained to speak on the subject matter of Vedic wisdom they are all

_speaking nonsense, and people are receiving them with no sense. There

are hundreds and thousands of sources for distributing mundane news of
the world, and people of the world are also receiving it. Similarly, the
people of the world should be taught to hear the transcendental topics of
the Lord, and the devotee of the Lord must speak loudly so that they can
hear. The frogs loudly croak, with the result that they invite the
snakes to eat them. The human tongue is especially given for chanting
the Vedic hymns and not for croaking like frogs. The word asati used in
this verse is also significant. Asali means a woman who has become a
prostitute. A prostitute has no reputation for good womanly qualities.
Similarly, the tongue, which is given to the human being for chanting
the Vedic hymns, will be considered a prostitute when engaged in chant-
ing some mundane nonsense.

TEXT 21
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bharah param patta-kirita-justam

apy uttamdngar na namen mukundam
savau karau no kurute saparydm

harer lasat-kancana-kankanau va
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52 Srimad-Bhagavatam -

# 5
[Canto 2, Ch. 3

bharah—a great burden; param—heavy; patta—silk; kirita—tur-
ban; justam—dressed with; api—even; utfama—upper; arigam—parts
of the body; na—never: namet—bow down; mukundam—Lord Krsna,
the deliverer; $avau—dead bodies; karau—hands; no—do not;
kurute—do; saparyam—worshiping: hareh—of the Personality of God-
head; lasat—glittering: kdncana—made of gold; kankanau—bangles;

vwi—even though.

TRANSLATION

The upper portion of the body, though crowned with a silk tur-
ban, is only a heavy burden if not bowed down before the Per-
sonality of Godhead who can award mukti [freedom]. And the
hands, though decorated with glittering bangles, are like those of a
dead man if not engaged in the service of the Personality of
Godhead Hari.

PURPORT

As stated hereinbefore, there are three kinds of devotees of the Lord.
The first-class devotee does not at all see anyone who is not in the service
of the Lord, but the second-class devotee makes distinctions between
devotees and nondevotees. The second-class devolees are therefore
meant for preaching work. and as referred to in the above verse, they
must loudly preach the glories of the Lord. The second-class devotee ac-
cepts disciples from the section of third-class devotees or nondevotees.
Sometimes the first-class devotee also comes down to the category of the
second-class devotee for preaching work. But the common man, who is

_expected to become at least a third-class devotee, is advised herein to
visit the temple of the Lord and bow down before the Deity. even though
he may be a very rich man of even a king with a silk turban or crown.
The Lord is the Lord of everyone, including the great kings and em-
perors, and men who are rich in the estimation of mundane people must
therefore make it a point to visit the temple of Lord Sri Krsna and
regularly bow down before the Deity. The Lord in the temple in the
worshipable form is never to be considered to be made of stone or wood,
for the Lord in His arca incarnation as the Deity in the temple shows im-
mense favor to the fallen souls by His auspicious presence. By the hear-
ing process, as mentioned hereinbefore, this realization of the presence
of the Lord in the temple is made possible. As such, the first process in
the routine work of devotional service—hearing—is the essential point.
Hearing by all classes of devotees from the authentic sources like
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam is essential. The common. man
who is puffed up with his material position and does not bow down
before the Deity of the Lord in the temple, or who defies temple worship
without any knowledge of the science, must know that his so-called tur-
ban or crown will only succeed in further drowning him in the water of
the ocean of material existence. A drowning man with a heavy weight on
his head is sure to go down more swiftly than those who have no heavy
weight. A foolish, puffed-up man defies the science of God and says that
God has no meaning for him, but when he is in the grip of God’s law and
is caught by some disease like cerebral thrombosis, that godless man
sinks into the ocean of nescience by the weight of his material acquisi-
tion. Advancement of material science without God consciousness is a
heavy load on the head of human society, and so one must take heed of
this great warning. ; : :

The common man, if he has no time to worship the Lord, may at least
engage his hands for a few seconds in washing or sweeping the Lord’s
temple. Maharaja Prataparudra, the greatly powerful king of Orissa, was
always very busy with heavy state responsibilities, yet he made it a point
to sweep the temple of Lord Jagannatha at Puri once a year during the

festival of the Lord. The idea is that however important a man one may

be he must accept the supremacy of the Supreme Lord. This God con-
sciousness will help a man even in his material prosperity. Maharaja
Pratiparudra’s subordination before Lord Jagannitha made him a
powerful king, so much so that even the great Pathan in his time could
not enter into Orissa on account of the powerful Maharaja Prataparudra.
And at last Maharaja Prataparudra was graced by Lord Sr1 Caitanya on
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the very grounds of his acceptance of subordination to the Lord of the
universe. So even though a rich man’s wife has glittering bangles made
of gold on her hands, she must engage herself in rendering service to the
Lord.

TEXT 22
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bﬂrh&yire te nayane naranam
lingani visnor na niriksato ye

padau nrmdam tau druma-janma-bhdjau
ksetrani nanuvrajato harer yau

barhayite—like plumes of a peacock: fe—those: nayane—eyes;
naranam—of men: lingdni—forms: visnoh—of the Personality of God-
head: na—does not; niriksatah—look upon: ye—all such: padau—Ilegs;
nrndm—of men: tau—those: druma-janma—being born of the tree;
bhajau—Ilike that; ksetrani—holy places: na—never; anuvrajatah—
goes after; hareh—of the Lord; yau—which.

TRANSLATION

The eyes which do not look at the symbolic representations of
the Personality of Godhead Visnu [His forms, name, quality, ete.]
are like those printed on the plumes of the peacock, and the legs
which do not move to the holy places [where the Lord is remem-
bered] are considered to be like tree trunks.

PURPORT

Especially for the householder devotees, the path of Deity worship is
strongly recommended. As far as possible, every householder, by the
direction of the spiritual master, must install the Deity of Visnu, forms
like Radha-Krsna, Laksmi-Nardyana or Sitd-Rima especially, or any
other form of the Lord, like Nrsimha, Varaha, Gaura-Nitai, Matsya,
Kirma. salagrama-sili and many other forms of Visnu, like Tri-
vikrama, Kesava, Acyuta, Vasudeva, Narayana and Damodara, as recom-
mended in the Vaispava-tantras or Purdnas, and one’s family should
worship strictly following the directions and regulations of arcana-vidhi.
Any member of the family who is above twelve years of age should be
initiated by a bona fide spiritual master. and all the members of the
household should be engaged in the daily service of the Lord, beginning
from morning (4 a.m.) till night (10 p.m.) by performing mangala-
aratrika, nirafijana, arcana, pwa, kirtana, Srigara, bhoga-vaikali,
sandhya-aratrika, patha, bhoga (at night), Sayana-ardtrika, etc.
Engagement in such worship of the Deity, under the direction of a bona
fide spiritual master, will greatly help the householders to purify their
very existence and make rapid progress in spiritual knowledge. Simple
theoretical book knowledge is not sufficient for a neophyte devotee. Book
knowledge is theoretical, whereas the arcana process is practical. Spiri-
tual knowledge must be developed by a combination of theoretical and
practical knowledge, and that is the guaranteed way for attainment of
spiritual perfection. The training of devotional service for a neophyte
devotee_completely depends on the expert spiritual master who knows
how to lead his disciple to make gradual progress towards the path back
home, back to Godhead. One should not become a pseudo spiritual master
as a matter of business to meet one’s family expenditures; one must be
an expert spiritual master to deliver the disciple from the clutches of im-
pending death. Srila Viévanitha Cakravarti Thikura has defined the
bona fide qualities of a spiritual master. and one of the verses in that
description reads:

§ri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana-
$rigdra-tan-mandira-marjanadau @



Text 24]

yuktasya bhaktarhs ca niyusjato ‘pi
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

Sri-vigraha is the arcd, or suitable worshipable form of the Lord, and the
disciple should be engaged in worshiping the Deity regularly by §rrigara,
by proper decoration and dressing, as also by mandira-marjana, the mat-
ter of cleansing the temple. The spiritual master teaches the neophyte
devotee all these kindly and personally to help him gradually in the
realization of the transcendental name, quality, form, etc., of the Lord.
Only attention engaged in the service of the Lord, especially in dress-
ing and decorating the temple. accompanied by musical kirtana and

spiritual instructions from scriptures, can save the common man from -

the hellish cinema attractions and rubbish sex-songs broadcast every-
where by radios. If one is unable to maintain a temple at home, he should
go to another’s temple where all the above performances are regularly
executed. Visiting the temple of a devotee and looking at the profusely
decorated forms of the Lord well dressed in a well-decorated, sanctified
temple naturally infuse the mundane mind with spiritual inspiration.
People should visit holy places like Vrndavana where such temples and
worship of the Deity are specifically maintained. Formerly all rich men
like kings and rich merchants constructed such temples under the direc-
tion of expert devotees of the Lord, like the six Gosvamis, and it is the
duty of the common man to take advantage of these temples and festivals
observed in the holy places of pilgrimage by following in the footsteps of
great devotees (anuvraja). One should not visit all these sanctified
pilgrimage places and temples with sightseeing in mind, but one must go
to such temples and sanctified places immortalized by the transcendental
pastimes of the Lord and be guided by proper men who know the science.
This is called anuvraja. Anu means to follow. It is therefore best to
follow the instruction of the bona fide spiritual master, even in visiting
temples and the holy places of pilgrimage. One who does not move in that
way is as good as a standing tree condemned by the Lord not to move.
The moving tendency of the human being is misused by visiting places
for sightseeing. The best purpose of such traveling tendencies could be
fulfilled by visiting the holy places established by great @caryas and
thereby not being misled by the atheistic propaganda of moneymaking
men who have no knowledge of spiritual matters.

TEXT 23
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jivai chavo bhagavatdnghri-renum
na jatu martyo ’bhilabheta yas tu
§ri-visnu-padyd manujas tulasyah
§vasan chavo yas tu na veda gandham

jivan—while living; Savah—a dead boedy; bhagevata-arighri-
renum—the dust of the feet of a pure devotee; na—never; jatu—at any
time; martyah—mortal; abhilabheta—particularly received; yah—a
person; tu—but; §ri—with opulence; visnu-padyah—of the lotus feet of
Visnu; manu-jah—a descendant of Manu (a man); tulasyah—leaves of
the tulasi tree; Svasan—while breathing; Savah—still a dead body;
yah—who; tu—but; na veda—never experienced; gandham—the
aroma.

TRANSLATION

The person who has not at any time received the dust of the feet
of the Lord’s pure devotee upon his head is certainly a dead body.
And the person who has never experienced the aroma of the tulasi

‘who maintains the gopi damsels at Vrndavana.”

Pure Devotional Service 53

leaves from the lotus feet of the Lord is also a dead bddy,‘ although
breathing.
PURPORT

Aomrdmg to Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, the breathing dead
body is a ghost. When a man dies, he is called dead. but when he again
appears in a subtle form not visible to our present vision and yet acts,
such a dead body is called a ghost. Ghosts are always'very bad elements, -
always creating a fearful situation for others. Similarly, the ghostlike
nondevotees who have no respect for the pure devotees, nor for the
Visnu Deity in the temples, create a fearful situation for the devotees at
all times. The Lord never accepts any offering by such impure ghosts.
There is a common saying that one should first love the dog of the

beloved before one shows any loving sentiments for the beloved. The
stage of pure devotion is attained by smcerel} serving a pure devotee of
the Lord. The first condition of devotional service to the Lord is therefore
to be a servant of a pure devotee, and this condition is fulfilled by the
statement ““reception of the dust of the lotus feet of a pure devotee who
has alse served another pure devotee.” That is the way of pure disciplic
succession, or devotional parampara. _

Maharaja Rahiagana inquired from the great saint Jada Bharata as to
how he had’ attained such a liberated stage of a paramaharisa, and in
answer the great saint replied as follows (Bhag. 5.12.12):

rahiganaitat tapasd na yati
na cejyaya nirvapandd grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-saryair
vind mahat-pada-rajo-"bhisekam

“0 King Rahiigana, the perfectional stage of devotional service, or the
paramaharisa stage of life, cannot be attained unless one is blessed hy
the dust of the feet of great devotees. It is never attained by tapasya
[austerity], the Vedic worshiping process. acceptance of the renounced

* order of life, the discharge of the duties of household life, the chanting

of the Vedic hymns, or the performance of penances in the hot sun,
within cold water or before the blazmg fire.”

In other words, Lord Sri Krsna is the property of His pure uncondi-
tional devotees, and as such only the devotees can deliver Krsna to
another devotee; Krsna is never obtainable directly. Lord Caitanya
therefore designated Himself as gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-
ddsdnuddsah, or *‘the most obedient servant of the servants of the Lord,
A pure devotee
therefore never approaches the Lord directly, but tries to please the ser-

" vant of the Lord’s servants, and thus the Lord becomes pleased, and only

then can the devotee relish the taste of the fulasi leaves stuck to His lotus
feet. In the Brahma-samhita it is said that the Lord is never to be found
by becoming a great scholar of the Vedic literatures, but He is very easily
approachable through His pure devotee. In Vrndavana all the pure devo-
tees pray for the mercy of Srimati Radharani, the pleasure potency of
Lord Krgna. Srimati Radharani is a tenderhearted feminine counterpart
of the supreme whole, resembling the perfectional stage of the worldly
feminine nature. Therefore, the mercy of Radharani is available very
readily to the sincere devotees, and once She recommends such a devotee
to Lord Krsna, the Lord at once accepts the devotee’s admittance into His
association. The conclusion is, therefore, that one should be more serious
about seeking the mercy of the devotee than that of the Lord directly,
and by one’s doing so (by the good will of the devotee) the natural attrac-
tion for the service of the Lord will be revived.

TEXT 24
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54 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 2, Ch. 3, Text 24]

tad asma-sdram hrdayar batedarn
. yad grhyamanair hari-nama-dheyaih
' na vikriyetathe yada vikaro
netre jalam gatra-ruhesu harsah

tat—that; asma-saram—is steel-framed; hrdayam—heart; bata
idam —certainly that; yat—which; grhyamanaih—in spite.of chanting;
hari-nama—the holy name of the Lord; dheyaih—by concentration of
the mind; na—does not; vikriyeta—change; atha—thus; yada—when;
vikarah—reaction; netre—in the eyes; jalam—tears; gatra-ruhesu—at
the pores; harsah—eruptions of ecstasy.

TRANSLATION

Certainly that heart is steel-framed which, in spite of one'’s
chanting the holy name of the Lord with concentration, does not
change when ecstasy takes place, tears fill the eyes and the hairs
stand on end.

PURPORT

We should note with profit that in the first three chapters of the Sec-
ond Canto a gradual process of development of devotional service is
. being presented. In the First Chapter the first step in devotional service
for God consciousness by the process of hearing and chanting has been
stressed, and a gross conception of the Personality of Godhead in His uni-
versal form for the beginners is recommended. By such a gross concep-
tion of God through the material manifestations of His energy, one is
enabled to spiritualize the mind and the senses and gradually concentrate
the mind upon Lord Visnu, the Supreme, who is present as the Supersoul
in every heart and everywhere, in every atom of the material universe.
The system of pafica-updsand, recommending five mental attitudes for
the common man, is also enacted for this purpose, namely gradual

development, worship of the superior that may be in the form of fire,

electricity, the sun, the mass of living beings, Lord Siva and, at last, the
impersonal Supersoul the partial representation of Lord Visnu. They are
all nicely described in the Second Chapter, but in the Third Chapter
further development is prescribed after one has actually reached the
stage of Visnu worship, or pure devational service, and the mature stage
of Visnu worship is suggested herein in relation to the change of heart.
The whole process of spiritual culture is aimed at changing the heart
of the living being in the matter of his eternal relation with the Supreme
Lord as subordinate servant, which is his eternal constitutional position.
So with the progress of devotional service, the reaction of change in the
heart is exhibited by gradual detachment from the sense of material en-
joyment by a false sense of lording it over the world and an increase in
the attitude of rendering loving service to the Lord. Vidhi-bhakti, or
regulated devotional service by the limbs of the body (namely the eyes,
the ears, the nose, the hands and the legs, as already explained herein-

before), is now stressed herein in relation to the mind, which is the im- -

petus for all activities of the limbs of the body. It is expected by all means
that by discharging regulated devotional service one must manifest the
change of heart. If there is no such change, the heart must be considered
steel-framed, for it is not melted even when there is chanting of the holy
name of the Lord. We must always remember that hearing and chanting
are the basic principles of discharging devotional duties, and if they are
properly performed there will follow the reactional ecstasy with signs of
tears in the eyes and standing of the hairs on the body. These are natural
consequences and are the preliminary symptoms of the bhava stage,
which occurs before one reaches the perfectional stage of prema, love of
Godhead.

If the reaction does not take place, even after continuous hearing and
chanting of the holy name of the Lord, it may be considered to be due to
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offenses only. That is the opinien of the Sandarbha. In the beginning of
chanting of the holy name of the Lord, if the devotee has not been very
careful about evading the ten kinds of offenses at the feet of the holy
name, certamly the reaction of feelings of separation will not be visible
by tears in the eyes and standing of the hair on end.

The bhdva stage is manifested by eight transcendental symptoms,
namely inertness, perspiration, standing of hairs on end, failing in the
voice, trembling, ‘paleness of the body, tears in the eyes and finally
trance. The Nectar of Devotion, a summary study of Srila Riipa
Gosvami’s Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, explains those symptnms and vividly
describes other transcendental developments, hoth in steady and ac-
celerating manifestations.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has very critically discussed all
these bhava displays in connection with some unscrupulous neophyte’s
imitating the above symptoms for cheap appreciation. Not only
Viévanatha Cakravarti but also $rila Ripa Gosvami treated them very
critically. Sometimes all the above eight symptoms of ecstasy are imitated
by the mundane devotees (prakrta-sahajiyds), but the pseudo symptoms
are at once detected when one sees the pseudodevotee addicted to so
many forbidden' things. Even though decorated with the signs of a
devotee, a person addicted to smoking, drinking or illegitimate sex with
women cannot have all the above-mentioned ecstatic symptoms. But it is
seen that sometimes these symptoms are willfully imitated, and for this
reason Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti accuses the imitators of being stone-
hearted men. They are sometimes even affected by the reflection of such
transcendental symptoms, yet if they still do not give up the forbidden
habits, then they are hopeless cases for transcendental realization.

When Lord Caitanya met Srila Rimananda Raya of Kavaur on the
bank of the Godavari, the Lord developed all these symptoms, but be-
cause of the presence of some nondevotee brahmanas who were atten-
dants of the Riya, the Lord suppressed these symptoms. So sometimes
they are not visible even in.the body of the first-class devotee for certain
circumstantial reasons. Therefore real, steady bhava is definitely dis-
played in the matter of cessation of material desires (ksdnti), utilization
of every moment in the transcendental loving service of the Lord
(avydrtha-kalatvam), eagerness for glorifying the Lord constantly
(nama-gane sada ruci), attraction for living in the land of the Lord
(pritis tad-vasati sthale), complete detachment from material happiness
(virakti), and pridelessness (mana-sinyatd). One who has developed all
these transcendental qualities is really possessed of the bhdva stage, as
distinguished from the stonehearted imitator or mundane devotee.

The whole process can be summarized as follows: The advanced
devotee who chants the holy name of the Lord in a perfectly offenseless
manner and is friendly to everyone can actually relish the transcendental
taste of glorifying the Lord. And the result of such realization is reflected
in the cessation of all material desires, etc., as mentioned above. The
neophytes, due to their being in the lower stage of devotional service, are
invariably envious, so much so that they invent their own ways and

‘means of devotional regulations without following the dcaryas. As such,

even if they make a show of constantly chanting the holy name of the
Lord, they cannot relish the transcendental taste of the holy name.
Therefore, the show of tears in the eyes, trembling, perspiration or un-

-consciousness, etc., is condemned. They can, however, get in touch with

a pure devotee of the Lord and rectify their bad habits; otherwise they
shall continue to be stonehearted and unfit for any treatment. A complete
progressive march on the return path home, back to Godhead, will
depend on the instructions of the revealed scriptures directed by a
realized devotee.

(continued in next issue)
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The story of a beleaguered homeowner.

O’S PAYING THE RENT?

For months now, my mail has been building
up in the mailbox at the front of the
house. The letters have begun to overflow
and make a small pile on the ground. |
walk by them every day, but somehow [
can't take the time to bend down and pick
them up. I find it much easier to forget
about them—it’s probably not important
anyway. Better to eat something, sit back
on the sofa, and watch the football game
on TV. “Don't worry," my mind assures
me. “Everything's perfectly under your
control. You've got everything vou've
always wanted. Nobody can bother you
now. Relax and enjoy yourself.” So life
goes on, despite a nagging fear that per-
haps there just might be something
important in the mail, after all.

Then the doorbell rings—it's the
landlord. "Excuse me,” he says a bit tensely.
“You haven't paid the rent.”

Is that all? Why is he so upset? I mean,
isn't this house here for me to enjoy? When
you get right down to it, what'’s the dif-

by SRILA HARIKESA SWAMI

ference if I pay rent or not?

Now the bill collector arrives. "Sir. youd
better pay up for the electricity, water, and
other utilities. Otherwise, we'lll have no
choice but to cut them off.”

Why is he so pushy? What's the hurry?
“Later. I'll pay you later. Can 't you see { ve
got to take care of the house, the car, the
stereo, the dog, and myself and the kids?
These are pressing needs—why are you
insisting on payment now? I'll pay you
later, when I have time.”

“Sorry, "they say in near unison. “No tax
payments, no rent payments . . . then no
electricity, no water, no house. Youve got
to go."”

Unbelievable! Five minutes later it’s
stereo, dog, furniture, and family out on
the street and the door boarded up, with
the pile of unpaid bills still on the ground.

On a much grander scale, the human

family might ask, “Are we actually making
our rent payments for all that is being
supplied to us, or are we facing eviction?”
Perhaps each one of us ought to examine
our situation, while we still have time. . ..

This material body is a home that I'm
living in. Like an ordinary home, it needs
various facilities for its maintenance—
light, air, water, and so forth. As long as
I'm living here in this world in a material
body, I will automatically have to use many
varieties of God'’s energies. These energies
are supplied to every one of us, for no
living body could subsist without them,
Yet from time to time we get bills and
reminders from the Supreme Lord and
His representatives—instructions about
repaying Him for services rendered.

If I try to enjoy all these facilities
independently, without paying for them,
I'll receive the same treatment as if I had
neglected to pay my rent. The landlord
will force me out of my comfortable
position and put me out in the street. If I

BACK TO GODHEAD 19



fail to satisfy the Supreme Lord, then I'll
undergo various disturbances and frustra-
tions within this lifetime, leading inevitably
to death. This is the ultimate lesson to be
learned by all intelligent people.

Already the bill collector is knocking
on our door. And yet we're choosing to
neglect him. Were we to answer the door
and do the needful, we might be spared
from any further trouble, but our insis-
tence on avoiding the issue is making our
eviction inevitable. Already we're seeing
ominous signs. If we could just learn how
to read the signs, we could avert disaster.
The clearest of all signs, the loudest
knocking on our door, is the all-pervading
destroyer of all things—time.

Time is such a powerful representative
of Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, that it touches all of us and all
things within the creation. All of us are
forced to experience the miseries of be-
coming old, undergoing diseases, and
ultimately dying. The hand of time merci-
lessly takes away all health, beauty, wealth,
and strength, and ultimately the life force
itself. No one can avoid time, the stringent
killer of all.

Not only is the time factor visible in the
transformations of the material body, but
it is clearly visible all over the surface of
the globe as social, political, and economic
disturbances, as well as periodic calamities
and disasters. Atomic energy, once consid-
ered so safe, is proving more dangerous
than we could ever have imagined. Our
bodily and psychological health is deterio-
rating on account of radioactive and
industrial pollution, and moral pollution
makes it hard to live without fear of thieves
and rogues, even among our business
associates. While it lasts, oil is fast becom-
ing more valuable than gold. And revolu-
tion and civil war greet us daily in the
newspapers, as governments rise and fall
with increasing frequency. Above all looms
the dark specter of global war. In recent

months we have begun to ask not whether

there will be a war, but when.

Every day the knocking at the door gets
louder. Can we ignore it much longer? We
all know that at one point that knocking
may get so strong that it will knock our
door down. Then what will we do?

How can we repay the Supreme Lord
for all the “utilities™ that He has so kindly
supplied us? We cannot repay Krsna with
anything material, like money or jewels.
That would be like offering a candy manu-
facturer a box of sweets. Krsna is the
source of all the opulences within this
world, so we cannot repay the Lord with
material presentations alone: Rather, we
have to offer to Krsna that which is the
most valuable treasure, that which He
presently is not in possession of: our love
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and devotion. If we engage ourselves in
the transcendental devotional service of
the Lord, then we will actually be able to
satisfy the Lord.

Anyone who has taken his birth as a
human being is endowed with sufficient
brain substance to engage himself in a
spiritual process designed to purify his
consciousness and elevate him to this
platform of devotional service. When we
chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra (Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare), then we awaken the
natural love dormant within our hearts
and offer it to the Supreme Lord to repay
Him for all that He has done for us, and to
offer our deepest regrets that we have
tried to forget Him and neglect His posi-
tion as the owner and controller of the
entire creation.

Such a loving devotee, who is absorbed
in the daily chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra and who regularly engages himself
in devotional service, no longer has to
experience fear or anxiety from the omi-
nous sounds of the “knocking on the door.”
For he is no longer bound by the ignorance

which had covered his real knowledge
since time immemorial and which had
caused him to perform so many sinful
activities in the first place. He cannot be
disturbed by any material conditions, not
even by the most disturbing of all—
death. A devotee views death much dif-
ferently from the way a nondevotee views
it, just as a kitten views the mother cat’s
mouth differently from the way a rat views
it. When the mother cat grabs the rat by
the scruff of its neck, the rat feels the
horror of sure destruction. But when the
cat grabs the kitten, the kitten feels the
happiness of being carried gently bac

home. o

His Divine Grace Hari-
kesa Swami is one of
the spiritual masters
that ISKCON's founder-
dcdrya Srila Prabhupada
selected to initiate new
disciples. He is ISKCON's
= director in Germany,
. @y o=@ Scandinavia, Switzer-
land, Austria, eastern Europe, and the Middle
East.

TRANSCENDENTAL SOUNDS

Tapes and records that bring you closer to your inner self.

Cassette Tape Subscription: Each
week you receive recordings of Srila
Prabhupada's early classes in
America—the ones he gave back in
the sixties, as he guided his new disci-
ples in how to get started on the spiri-
tual path. Full of his warmth, humor,
and profound spiritual knowledge,
these tapes fully enlighten you about
reincarnation, life after death, yoga,
meditation, self-realization, and
realization of God.

Set A One cassette a

a week for four weeks,
$8.76 (outside U.S. &
Canada, $10.76).

Set B One cassette a week for ten weeks,
$20.90 (outside U.S. & Canada, $25.90).

Set C Three cassettes a week for six weeks,
$38.42 (outside U.S. & Canada, $45.42).

Records
Krsna Meditation—Srila
Prabhupada sings and
plays harmonium. Pure
devotional music in
B praise of Krsna.

| Single LP..S$4.95 R1

Cassette .. 5395 Ci1

Govinda—Srila Prabhupada
sings classic prayers with
sarod accompaniment.
Single LP.. $4.95 R2
Cassette .. 5395 C2

A Change of Heart—
Transcendental rock music
glorifying Lord Krsna.
Single LP..$495 R6
Cassette .. $3.95 C6

| Gopinatha—A beautiful

i arrangement of this Bengali
song, blending Eastern and
Western instruments.
45rpm .. $1.25 R4

! Golden Avatar Productions

Dept. BTG 14-9

3764 Watseka Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Flease rush me the following Krsna conscious-
ness lape cassettes and records. Enclosed find
S in { ) check, ( ) money order. | under-
stand that if for any reason I'm not satisfied
with these cassettes or records, | may return
them within 10 days and receive a complete

refund 0 Set A 0 SetC o R2 o R4 o C2
1 SetB o R1 oR8 oC1 oOCs

Name

Address

(Outside U. S. and Canada please add $1.00 postage,
excepl for tape subscriptions )
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Happy Liberation

“Same-gender affectional and sexual orientation” and beyond.

by JAGAJIVANA DASA

‘ :aro, thirtyish and wearing brown,

a filmmaker-screenwriter and easily
one of the “beautiful people,” is back
in Manhattan to review takes from several
months on location. Now, as before, Caro
will be coming a few nights a week to
the Krsna center to hear half-hour classes
on Bhagavad-gita, the science of self-
realization.

“There’s a difficulty in homosexuality,”
Caro confides to me, “in that one really
knows that it’s a distortion. As soon as it
goes into a personal relationship, there's a
raging contradiction. You've got two proud
roosters or two hens—and sometimes one
of the roosters is forced to play a hen, or
one of the hens is forced to play a rooster.
It’s edgy.”

But Caro, what about The Joy of Gay
Sex, The Joy of Lesbian Sex, and Masters
and Johnson's new Homosexuality in Per-
spective, plus Time's recent cover story,
the one that said, “By looking honestly
and critically at the gay life, straight men
and women can learn important lessons. ..
among them . . . treating sexual partners
with consideration, understanding, and
unhurried gentleness.” What about that?

“Absolute hogwash,” Caro says, “—utter
nonsense. A husband and wife have a
natural, God-given relationship. The man
never totally comprehends the woman's
psychology, nor the woman the man’s
psychology, and this is the charm.

“Now, what Masters and Johnson and
Time are blowing all out of proportion is
this: homosexuality —and heterosexuality
where procreation is not involved and
sensual gratification dominates the rela-
tionship —is unnatural, an illusion, a game.
To make homosexuality ‘work, you really
have to work hard and pay dogged atten-
tion to technique —to playing the game of
being ‘considerate.’ One false move and
you might get a bad report and jeopardize
your future make-outs.”

After observing that Masters and John-
son's most notable finding seems to be
that they can make good money selling
their findings, Caro continues, “The natu-
ral, God-given purpose of sex is having a
child, just like the natural purpose of eating
is keeping your body fit. Once you take
away the idea of having a child, then you're

working with a distortion, heterosexual or
homosexual.

“You can even go all the way to sado-
masochism—you know, the whipping-and-
beating route. And the real reason people
do thisis that they know in their inner self,
their inner spiritual core, ‘I've corrupted
myself; I've become a living distortion. I
ought to be flogged.

“You want to believe Masters and John-
son when they say, "You can do anything —
whatever titillates your body is good for
you.! They know so many clever words,
and radio and T.V. talk-show emcees intro-
duce them as though they were the royal
couple and held the panacea for all sexual
problems. Yet what made them devote
twenty-five years of their lives to studying
the sex act? What kind of obsession is
that, you know? What's their problem?

“Another thing —" says Caro. “Who are
the testers choosing? Anybody who would
perform sex for spectators must be rather
peculiar. And they weigh a few hundred of
these ‘test cases’ against how many millions
of ordinary people? I don't find any credi-
bility in this kind of so-called scientific
test. It's all trumped-up nonsense.

“The ‘*homosexual revolution’is a publi-
cists’ game. Do you think Time is reporting
the average person’s feelings? They're
pushing atheistic materialism, that’s all.
And one of their current ploys is the
‘homosexual revolution.” Actually, they
should call it the ‘homosexual revulsion.
Most homosexuals—and heterosexuals
who’ve forgotten procreation and turned
sex into a sensual game —are inwardly in

‘agony, because they know they've smeared

excrement all over their spiritual identity.”

Now Caro speaks of a recent visit to a
church in the Village. “If you're a homo-
sexual and you find a spiritual group that
doesn’t reject you, you're delighted, over-
joyed. But L attended one service where at
first everything seemed sublime and spiri-
tual and then right afterward the ‘clergy’
started smooching. If you're looking for
spiritual enlightenment, you have to feel
cheated. I'm sure Christ would be appalled
at this. He taught that the body is dust and
‘Be pure as your heavenly father is pure.
But they don’t show you how to get beyond
homosexuality or unchaste heterosexu-

ality, either of which is a perversion, an
animality. Instead these so-called Christian
priests hold seminars on ‘same-gender
affectional and sexual orientation.” They
say, ‘Let’s celebrate our gay spirituality.’
What spirituality? How can you under-
stand the Supreme Spirit if you immerse
yourself in a sensual garbage pail?

“If you listen to people who can manipu-
late words, they can talk any kind of bunk
and make you say, ‘Well, that sounds rea-
sonable.’ But actually,” Caro says, "no one
is born a homosexual; even crazy Kinsey
knew there are 'no peculiar hormonal or
hereditary factors involved.” So you have
to be very well centered spiritually to see
through good actors with good scripts—to
look at these people and say, ‘Nonsense.
They're a bunch of jokers, a bunch of
Georgia crackers. They may as well be
selling medicine bottles from a covered
wagon.

“I'm convinced that deep inside, every
one of usisreally a pure spirit, a pure soul.
But it’s next to impossible to stay in touch
with your inner self unless you can get
yourself some solid spiritual instruction. 1
feel that if you're sincere, sooner or later
you're going to find a sincere, first-rate
spiritual teacher.”

Already Caro is planning to become a
student of one of the spiritual masters that
Srila Prabhupada chose before passing
from this world. Caro knows—and we talk
about it awhile—that a genuine spiritual
master helps his student understand, “I'm
not my material body: I'm a pure spirit, a
servant of the Supreme Spirit.” And this is
liberation—not the slavery of trying to
satisfy the body’s insatiable demands, but
the freedom to satisfy the soul’s need to
serve the all-loving Supreme Soul (and all
other souls) with love and devotion.

“No question,” Caro says. “This is lib-
eration. Even a half-hour hearing devotees
talk about Krsna consciousness and your
life changes. My happy experience with
the devotees is that suddenly you can walk
into a room and no one’s checking out
your body, sizing you up financially or
sexually (‘How can I use thisone? or ‘How
can I make out with this one?’). When you
meet Krsna conscious people you meet

g

their spirits, and your own.” b
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An Excerpt from the Biography of a Pure Devotee

THE BOWERY LECTURES

by SRILA SATSVARUPA DASA GOSWAMI

T he Swami (as Srila Prabhupada was
known to the hip crowd who visited
his Bowery loft) continued with his Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday evening lec-
tures on Bhagavad-gita. He would begin
punctually at eight o’clock, and those who
attended the full program would join him
for half an hour of chanting Hare Krsna,
followed by a lecture from Bhagavad-
gitd (usually forty-five minutes long), a
question-and-answer period, and finally
another half hour of chanting, with every-
thing ending by ten. Some of these evening
programs Srila Prabhupada recorded on
tape.

SrT Krsna is Just trying to place Arjuna
on the platform of working in pure con-
sciousness. [Thus Prabhupada spoke in
April, 1966.] We have already discussed
for so many days that we are not this dull
body but we are consciousness. Somehow
or other we are in contact with matter.
Therefore our freedom is checked.

Attendance at the evening lectures was
better now than it had been uptown. The
loft offered a larger space; in fact, the
platform where Srila Prabhupada sat
nearly equaled the area of his entire office-
cubicle on Seventy-second Street. The
dingy loft, its rafters unpainted, was more
like an old warehouse than a temple. The
members of his audience, most of them
musicians, had come to meditate on the
mystical sounds of the Swami’s kirtana, his
chanting. The kfrtana having just ended,
Swamiji was speaking.

As spiritual beings we are free to act,
free to have anything. Pure, no contami-
nation —no disease, no birth, no death, no
old age. And besides thai, we have got
many, many other gqualifications in our
spiritual life.

When he spoke he was pure spiritual
form. The Vedic scriptures say that a
sadhu, a saint, is not seen but heard. If the
people in the audience wanted to know
Prabhupada, they would have to hear him.
But even though they heard him, some
heard only an old man with an Indian-
British accent. The attentive, however,
heard him saying that we are all spiritual
but have now become material and are
therefore encountering problems.

When he spoke he was no longer the old
Indian svami who lived on the other side
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of the partition of this loft, hanging his
clothes there to dry and barely getting his
meals. That he was also, but now he was
speaking as the emissary of Lord Krsna,
beyond time and space, and hundreds of
spiritual masters in the chain of disciplic
succession spoke through him. He had
entered amidst New York’s bohemians in
1966 saying that 1966 was temporary and
illusory, that he was eternal and they were
eternal, that he was not an old Indian holy
man and they were not young artists and
musicians, for each person is an eternal
spiritual being. This was the meaning in
the vibrations of the kirtana, and now he
was explaining it philosophically, advo-
cating a total change in consciousness, a
total change in life, and nothing less. Yet
he knew that they could not take it all, so
he urged them to take whatever they
could.

You will be glad to hear that this process
of spiritual realization, once begun, guar-
antees one to have his next life as a human
being. Once karma-yoga is begun it will
continue. It doesn't matter—even if one
fails to complete the course, still he is not
loser, he is not loser. Now, if someone
begins this yoga of self-realization but
unfortunately cannot prosecute this task
in a nice way—if he falls down from the
path—still there is encouragement that
you are not a loser. You will be given a
chance next life, and that next life is not
an ordinary next life. And for one who is
successful —oh, what to speak of him! The
successful goes back to Godhead. So we
are holding this class, and although you
have multifarious duties, you come here
thrice a week and try to understand. And
this will not go in vain. Even if you stop
coming here, that impression will never
go. I tell you, the impression will never go.
If you do some practical work, that is very,
very nice. But even if you do not do any
practical work, simply If vou give your
submissive aural reception and understand
what is the nature of God—if you simply
hearand have an idea even—then you will
be free from this material bondage.

He was talking to a crowd deeply set in
their hip life. He knew they couldn’t give
up taking dope, and there they sat with
their common-law wives. Some had said
frankly that they couldn’t take up this

orthodox philosophy. Their path was to
play music, live with a woman, and medi-
tate sometimes. And be free. They were
musicians and artists. They'd hear him
speak in the evening, and then they’d stay
up all night with their instruments, their
women, their drugs, their bohemian scene.
Yet somehow they were drawn to him. He
had the good vibrations of the kirtana,
and they wanted to help him out. They
were glad to help him out, because he had
no one else; but they weren’t looking to
become his disciples or change their style
and follow his rules. So Prabhupada was
saying to them, “That'’s all right. Even if
you can only do a little, it will be good for
you. We are all pure spirit souls. But you
have forgotten. You have fallen into the
cycle of birth and death. Whatever you
can do towards reviving your original
consciousness is good for you. There will
be no loss.”

Prabhupada’s main stress was on what
he called “dovetailing your consciousness
with the Supreme Consciousness.” Con-
sciousness was a popular word in the
1960's. There was consciousness expan-
sion and cosmic consciousness and altered
states of consciousness and now, dove-
tailing the individual consciousness with
the Supreme Consciousness. This, Prabhu-
pada explained, was the perfection of
consciousness. This was the love and
peace that everyone was really after. And
yet Prabhupada talked of it in terms of
war. . . .

Krsna is the Supreme Consciousness.
And Arjuna, as a representative individual
consciousness, is asked to act intelligently
in collaboration with the Supreme Con-
sciousness. Then he will be free from the
bondage of birth, death, old age, and
disease. They were talking on the battle-
field, and Arjuna says, “I will not fight. 1
will not fight with my relatives and brothers
for the sake of achieving some kingdom.
No, no.”

Therefore, to the ordinary man it ap-
pears that, "Oh, Arjunais a very nice man,
nonviolent. He has given everything up
for the sake of his relatives. Oh, what a
nice man he is.”" This is the ordinary
calculation. But what does Krsna say?
He says, “You are damned fool number
one.” Now just see. The things which are
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estimated in the public eye as very nice,
very good—that is here condemned by
God. So you have to see whether the
Supreme Consciousness is pleased with
Yyouractions. And Arjuna s action was not
approved by Lord Krsna. It was for his
own whim, sense gratification, that at
Jirst he would not fight. But in the end,
for Kpsnas satisfaction, he did fight.
And that is our perfection—when we act
for the satisfaction of the Supreme
Consciousness.

This idea was difficult for the people in
his audience, who were all opposed to the
United States’ role in Vietnam. Like Ar-
juna, they wanted peace. And they won-
dered why a Swami was sanctioning war.

He had to explain: Yes, Arjuna’s idea
not to fight was good, but then Krsna, the
Supreme Consciousness, instructed him
to fight anyway. Therefore, Arjuna’s fight-
ing was above mundane ethics; it was
absolute. If we follow Arjuna, give up our
self-centered ideas of “good™ and “bad”
and act for Krsna, not for our sense grati-
fication, then that is perfect—because
Krsnais the Supreme Consciousness. This
was Prabhupada’s answer.

Still, they wanted to know his political
views. Did he support America’s involve-
ment in Vietnam? Was he antiwar? But
Prabhupada was neither hawk nor dove.
He had no political motive behind his
example of Krsna and Arjuna. His theme
was simple and pure: Beyond the good or
the bad is the Absolute, and to act in
accord with the Absolute is also beyond
good and bad.

But what about Vietnam—did Krsna
say to fight there? No, Prabhupada said.
The Vietnam war was different from the
Kuruksetra war. In the battle of Kuru-
ksetra, Krsna was personally present,
asking Arjuna to fight. It was a different
war,

But his audience had yet another ob-
jection. If he was not addressing the
Vietnam war, then why not? After all, this
was 1966. If he was not talking about the
war, then what was his relevancy? Prabhu-
pada replied that his message was the most
urgent and relevant. The Vietnam war
was an inevitable karmic reaction; it was
one symptom, not the whole problem. And
only this philosophy —surrender to the
Supreme Consciousness—addressed the
real problem.

But for many, the reference to fighting
was so emotionally charged that they could
not go beyond the immediate politics of
Vietnam to Prabhupada’s real message of
surrender to the Supreme Consciousness.
They had respect for the Swami—they
realized he was referring to a deeper
philosophy —yet the story of Arjuna and
the war made things difficult. Nonetheless,
Prabhupdda continued to refer to Arjuna’s
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fighting as the classical example of
Bhagavad-gita’s basic teaching.

No one objected to the basic teaching.
But the example! Prabhupada had delib-
erately handed his audience a volatile
example. He hadn’t come to join their
peace movement, and he did not accept
their shortsighted concept of peace. He
confronted them. It would be better to
fightin Krsna consciousness than to live in
a so-called peace devoid of God realiza-
tion. Yes, the example was hard for them
to accept. It made them think. And if they
did accept, then they might come near to
understanding the Absolute.

But Prabhupada was not suggesting that

to dovetail with the Supreme Conscious-

ness they would have to go fight in Viet-
nam or perform some other horrible act
on behalf of God. In fact, he knew that
spiritual life would have to be more at-
tractive than material life, or his audience
would never take to it. So he wanted to
bring the theme of dovetailing with the
Supreme Consciousness down to some-
thing practical. something all-attractive
and beautiful, something anyone could do
and would want to do. He wanted to
encourage them by explaining that they
could do their thing—but for Krsna. Ar-
juna was, after all, a warrior by occupation.
Krsna was not asking him to give up his
work, but to do it for the Supreme. Prabhu-
pada was asking the same thing of his
audience. And they could begin with
something as simple as offering their food
to God and chanting His holy names.

Is it very difficult, dovetailing our con-
sciousness with the Supreme Conscious-
ness? Not at all. Not at all! No sane man
will say, "Oh, it is not possible.” Because
evervone has to eat. So God wants to eat
something. Why don't you first offer your
food to God? Then you eat. But you may
say, "But if God takes it away, then how
shall I eat?” No, no. God will not take it.
Daily, after preparing our foodstuffs, we
are offering to Krsna. There is a witness:
Mr. David* has seen. |Srila Prabhupada
laughs. | God eats! But His spiritual eating
is such that even after His eating, the whole
thing is still there.

So we shall not suffer a pinch if we
dovetail our desires with the Supreme
Lord. We simply have to learn the art—
how to dovetail. Nothing has to be
changed. The fighting man did not change
into an artist or musician. If you are a
musician, you remain a musician. If you
are a medical man, you remain a medical
man. Whatever you are, you remain. But
dovetail it. If by my eating the Lord is
satisfied, then that is my perfection. If by
my fighting the Lord is satisfied, then that

*David Allen, who shared the loft at 94 Bowery
with Srila Prabhupada.

is my perfection. So in every sphere of life,
we have to know whether the Lord is
satisfied. That technique we have to learn.
Then it is as easy as anything. We have to
stop creating our own plans and thoughts
and take the perfect plans from the Su-
preme Lord and then execute them. That
will become the perfection of our life.

And Lord Caitanya has made acting on
the platform of pure consciousness very
easy. Just as there are some note-makers of
school books— “Easy Study"—so Lord
Caitanya has recommended that vou be
engaged in whatever occupation, but just
hear about Krsna. Continue to hear the
Bhagavad-gita and chant Hare Krsna. It is
for this that we are trying to organize this
institution. So you have come, and what-
ever work you do, it doesn t matter. Every-
thing will be adjusted by and by, as our
mind becomes clear simply by hearing. If
you continue this process. chanting the
Krsna name. you will practically see how
much your heart is becoming clear and
how much you are making progress
towards spiritual realization, the real
identity of pure consciousness.

Prabhupada spoke on behalf of the
Supreme Consciousness, although to some
of his hearers he seemed more the helpless
old mendicant who depended on them for
assistance. When he spoke to them, he
presented the full force of Krsna's tran-
scendental message. He was beyond all
temporary designations, and he urged
them to understand that they also did not
belong to the temporary scene. Yet Carl
Yeargens, James Greene, Carol Bekar, and
others saw him in a familiar way. To think
of him as a poor Indian sadhu who needed
their help and who complemented their
scene with his mystical Indian chants was
one thing, but to accept him as a repre-
sentative of God was too heavy. (Actually
the word guru means “heavy.” The guru is
one who is heavy with knowledge.)
Prabhupada cautioned them, “One should
not keep a guru as a fashion—'0Oh, yes |
have got my guru.' " Accepting a spiritual
master was not a cheap thing. The spiritual
master must be bona fide; he must be fully
dovetailed with the Supreme Conscious-
ness. Prabhupada offered his day-to-day
activities as credentials:

I am here always working at something,
reading or writing, some kind of reading
or writing —twenty-four hours. Simply
when [ feel hungry, I take some food. And
simply when I feel sleepy, I go to bed.
Otherwise, I don't feel fatigued. You can
ask Mr. David whether I am not doing this.

Of course, Prabhupada'’s daily routine
didn’t require certification from David
Allen. Any of Prabhupada’s regular visitors
could see that although he appeared frail
and old or dependent on others for his

(continued on page 26)



Krsna Consciousness!

TELL ME ABOUT IT!

Early one evening, I answered the phone.
“Hello, Mom? I just want to tell you I'm at the Krsna
temple in Potomac, Maryland. I live here now.”

I t was the rootless summer after
the years of high school for my
oldest son Andy. At that time he
lived more or less from day to day,
with few plans for the future. He
had his tight circle of friends, most
of whom were as uncertain about
life as he (although all managed a
defensive bravado). Andy seemed
to me to be adrift in a world
without values or purpose. The
family he had grown up in had
broken apart through divorce at
the end of his freshman year, and
although as a single parent I had
found my own world purposeful
and personally growing, there
seemed to be no way to share my
reality with Andy. The strangled
communication from our former
family life had carried over and
left him in particular (I have two
other, younger sons also) in an
isolated adolescent vacuum. Love occa-
sionally struggled its way across the chasm
between us, painfully, but [ seemed unable
to alleviate his suffering. He had found
nothing of value in high school, and his
abilities in art and music were used less
and less, from lack of motivation.

Into this gap after high school came the
idea of a junket with two or three of his
friends. All I knew of their journey was
that they planned to stop at a Krsna temple
for a “big feast”"—something one of his
friends had experienced before.

[ didn't hear from Andy for two or three
weeks after they left. Then, early one
evening, I answered the phone and was
relieved to hear his voice, sounding clear
and positive. _

“Hello, Mom? I just want to tell you
where [ am. I'm at the Krsna temple in
Potomac, Maryland.”

“You're still there?" I queried.

“Yeah. Well, I decided to stay. I live here
now.”

“You live there?”

PHOTO: RAYM
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“Yeah. We're all devotees here.”

I paused, reflecting on the strange word
“devotee™ and the calmly serious sound of
Andy’s voice. I didn't know exactly what a
“devotee” was, yet something in his tone
made me feel optimistic. I asked, “Are
you still with your friends?”

“No. They left. They —well, you know
those two—they couldn’t hack the
disciplines.”

So his friends had departed to wander
and Andy had stayed!

“What do you do there, Andy?”

“Well, I'm working on a little barn for
the bull. We have a young bull calf here:
he's sort of a pet. You know—we don’t eat
meat, or use any intoxicants, have any
illicit sex, or do gambling. Everything we
do is to serve Krsna.”

This was a lot for my son to say. He was
groping to tell me about his life there, but
the life was very new to him and a great
change from his habitual Western adoles-
cent behavior. I wanted to help him explain
more.

“How do you understand Krsna,
Andy? Is this a religion? Tell me
about it.”

He hesitated, and I heard him
turn to someone else nearby and
ask, "Hey, Bhakta Joe, my mother
wants to know who Krsna is.”
There was a sound of voices talk-
ing informally, and then Andy
returned to the phone.

“Krsna is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. Lord of the
universe. That’s all we do here.
We serve Krsna.” .

There was more to this conver-
sation—for instance, did he need
anything? However, for the first
time in years, | heard in Andy’s
voice something I had been ach-
ing to hear: a sense of direction, a
sense of connection to something
he valued. [ wasn't listening to his
words as much as | was listening
to a tone of voice that said life was finally
worthwhile. My mind trotted out the usual
questions: Why call God Krsna? What
was the group life really like there? Why
had he stayed when his restless friends,
who were older and whom he tended to
emulate, had left? What had he found that
was helping him change his life? The ques-
tions went unanswered at this time, yet I
felt good at the end of our conversation
when he asked me to come down to visit
him there: we were “in touch.” Whoever
this Krsna was, I apparently already owed
Him a debt of gratitude.

This gratitude and spirit of inquiry be-
came the basis for my interactions with
Andy and with other devotees at the
temple. A few months later, I arrived for
my first visit at the camp in Potomac which
had been turned to new use as a home for
the Washington branch of ISKCON. Andy
looked amazing: the shaven head and little
tuft of hair at the back surprised me. When
he was a baby it had. taken about eight
months for his hair to come in—now, with
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his Krsna haircut, he reminded me of his
original newborn state. He had the look of
a person beginning life all over again. More
than this, his eyes were clear and direct,
and his approach to me warm. Gone were
the hostility and shiftiness of communica-
tion which had plagued our relationship.
He had been signing his letters to me “Your
humble servant”—a phrase adopted from
the spiritual preceptor of the Krsna move-
ment, Swami Prabhupada. And now I
could see it was more than a parroted
phrase. It seems that by discovering God
as his friend, and himself as a friend to
God, Andy had also found his own capa-
city to be a friend to all other living beings,
even to his mother.

My time at the temple was gratifying.
The other devotees were courteous and
helpful, and I was eager to hear from them
about their lives there. I attended the early
morning drati, a ceremony for greeting
the Deities every day at 4:30 A.M. I was
not accustomed either to the early hour or
to the way the devotees worshiped the
Deities, but I could see that what mattered
was what was in the devotees’ hearts, not
what my mind conjectured about the
figures on the altar. Here, obviously, was
an attempt to practice loving God with all
the heart, soul, and mind, in the most
personal way possible, as Krsna—not as
an abstract God, but as a perceived person
and presence.

[ have grown to appreciate the theologi-
cal depths of the Krsna movement more
than I ever thought I would in those early
days at the temple, when I questioned the
cost of the profusion of flowers on the
altar. I have learned that Krsna dwells in
every living being as the Supersoul and
source of inner guidance. The devotee
also knows that he or she is part and parcel
of the Supreme Consciousness, with the
qualities of God but in a much smaller
quantity than God. God is the complete
whole, whereas each one of us is merely a

fragmental part. The joy of the Krsna devo-
tee seems due to the discovery that he or
she is a fragmental part becoming con-
scious of his or her relationship to God —
and Krsna consciousness, devotional ser-
vice to the Lord, is the process for going
back, as they say, to Godhead. The devotee
celebrates this relationship with God and
makes it real in his own life through singing
the Lord’s name and dancing. This is
bhakti-yoga—the yoga of love.

Perhaps it is this chanting and dancing
which has led parents and others aware of
the Krsna movement to make accusations
about “cult” behavior. Yet the same people
don’t bat an eyelash when their sons and
daughters go to discos to dance and
celebrate sex and intoxication. By con-
trast, the thirty or forty devotees at the
Potomac temple are actively working to
purify their lives by following a code not
unlike the Ten Commandments. Drum-
ming, playing hand cymbals, leaping, and
chanting Krsna's name with great gusto,
they dance and sing to celebrate God’s
presence in their lives and to open up
more completely to that presence. The
world doesn’t mind when people celebrate
sex and intoxication, but everyone be-
comes extremely concerned when young
people begin to wholeheartedly celebrate
God. Love of God has probably always
been socially and culturally threatening—
we see that in the life of Christ.

Of course, the real question for me, and
for every parent, is how to behave when
we are confronted with something strange
and new which at first we may not under-
stand. Perhaps because I work as a coun-
selor, a trained listener, my natural ap-
proach was Tell me about it. From the
beginning of my son’s affiliation with Krsna
consciousness, I have been feeling my way
along, learning a religious system to a large
extent new to me, although one of the
oldest in the world. I have studied all sorts
of graduate-level textbooks on religion,

and yet the many volumes of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, translated and explained by
the scholarly Swami Prabhupada, remain
the most complete and articulate I have
ever encountered.

When I see my son now, I see a young
man growing into his prime, with a security
and breadth of development rare in West-
ern culture. Perhaps because the whole
science of the soul is encompassed in the
Bhagavatam and because the main scrip-
ture of the Hare Krsna movement, the
Bhagavad-gita, is so theologically pro-
found, Andy—now Apauruseya, by
initiation —knows who he is and how he is
related to God and the universe. He has
superb ways to grow, with appealing
models in the Bhdgavatam and the high
standard set by his spiritual master. He has
a strong desire to serve Lord Krsna and a
practical, down-to-earth way of fulfilling
that desire. He's reaching out to people by
introducing them to the ancient books on
self-realization.

At my last visit with my son—the latest
in a line of nine or ten increasingly cordial
and happy times I have spent with him in
the past three years he has lived at the
temple —we sat talking for an hour in the
bus station, waiting for my Greyhound to
carry me back to the usual Western rou-
tines. People looked at us. Apauruseya
was in his pale orange robes—he had just
come from leading that evening’s chanting
at the temple. I felt his calmness and
conviction radiating and was proud of his
dedication. There in the bus station filled
with bored and idle people, we alone
seemed to be experiencing a real person-
to-person relationship. This was possible
not only because I respect his choices, but
because his choices are right choices for
him; they are commitments based on a
deep understanding of human life and its
divine purpose. The Krsna devotee is
indeed a friend to all—even his mother
feels served with an open heart. e

BOWERY LECTURES

(continued from page 24)

maintenance, he was somehow always
transcendental. And even though they
might not want to adhere to his orthodox
philosophy or accept his demands of
surrender, his personal life was a perfect
example of dovetailing with the Supreme
Consciousness.

As for himself, Prabhupada knew he
was dovetailed. He had been fully dove-
tailed in Vrndavana also, and he had no
personal need or motive to come to
America and live on the Bowery. It was for
these others that he had come. His spiritual
master and Lord Krsna desired that the
materially conditioned souls come out of
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their illusion before it was too late. Speak-
ing vigorously, even until he was physically
exhausted —sometimes shouting, some-
times laughing, sometimes pleading —
Prabhupada gave his audience as much as
he thought they could take. As the emis-
sary of Krsna and the disciplic succession,
he could shout that everyone should
dovetail with the Supreme. He could speak
as strongly as he liked for as long as they
were willing to listen. He was a sddhu
(which in Sanskrit means “a saintly person™
and “one who cuts”), and he was speaking
the same message that for thousands of
years the sadhus of the original Vedic
culture had spoken. Now, in 1966, Prabhu-
pada was reviving the eternal spirit of the
Vedic wisdom—and cutting the knots of

ignorance and illusion.

So everything is illusion, from the be-
ginning of our birth. And that illusion is so
strong it is very difficult to get out of. The
whole thing is illusion. Birth is illusion.
The body is illusion. The bodily relation-
ship and the country are illusion. The
father is illusion. The mother is illusion.
The wife Is illusion. The children are
illusion. Everything is illusion. And we are
contacting that illusion, thinking we are
very learned, advanced. We are imagining
so many things. But as soon as death
comes—the actual fact—then we forget
everything. We forget our country. We
forget our relatives. We forget our wife,
children, father, mother. Everything is

2,

gone. g’



Scientific Views/ The Bhaktivedanta Institute
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Since the theory of evolution requires a continuous process of gradual change in living forms, it has great difficulty explaining “living fossils” like the
coelacanth (above), which remains virtually unchanged after 300 million years.

New insights about an old debate.

EVOLUTION OR PRODUCTION!?

I mplicit in current theories of evolution
are two basic assumptions: first, that
the myriad living forms have come into
being exclusively by chance and the action
of natural laws; and second, that con-
sciousness and all life processes are
nothing more than physiochemical inter-
actions. In many arenas, both within and
without the academic world, a debate is
raging to determine the truth or falsehood
of evolutionary theory and its implied as-
sumptions. And for good reason. For if it
isindeed true that life is ultimately nothing
more than the interactions of atoms and

JNANA DASA earned his M.A. in chemistry at
Wadham College, Oxford, and his Postgraduate
Certificate of Education at London University.
For fouryears he taught science at the secondary
school level, and for two years he lived as a
novice and monk in Buddhist monasteries in
Japan. He has been a member of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness
since 1974 and has worked with the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute since 1977,

by INANA DASA

molecules, then any foundation for belief
in God or a transcendent purpose to life
would be utterly devastated. On the other
hand, if the still unproven theory of evo-
lution could be replaced by a scientifically
verifiable theistic explanation for the
origin of life and living forms, there would
exist a firm basis for faith in an intelligent
creator who endows life with meaning and
purpose.

Here we would like to present such an
alternative to evolutionary theory—an
alternative which, for the sake of com-
parison, we shall call “the theory of pro-
duction.” This theory proposes that bio-
logical forms do not arise from the spon-
taneous self-organization of matter, but
rather under the direction of a superior
intelligence. Furthermore, it suggests that
life and consciousness are not material
phenomena, the results of physiochemi-
cal reactions. Instead, they result from a
distinct, irreducible, nonphysical principle
or entity, which is present within the
material body during an individual’s life-

time, and whose departure from the body
leads to the change called death.

If we want to determine whether it is
the theory of evolution or the theory of
production that is scientifically more valid,
we must test both against the fossil record.
It is there alone that we will find concrete
evidence of creatures that lived in bygone
ages. The two theories differ in their
predictions of what the fossil record will
reveal. For example, the theory of evo-
lution (in its simplest form) predicts that
the fossil record will show a gradual
change of living forms. There should be
no sudden appearances of new groups of
organisms or of novel bodily features. In
other words, the fossil record should not
show that organisms suddenly acquired
fins, legs, or wings; rather, the record
should document a step-by-step develop-
ment of these organs over the ages. The
theory of evolution further requires that
the principle of gradual change apply to
all groups of organisms. Although some
organisms may change more or less than
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others (because of differing circum-
stances), we should expect to see some
degree of evolutionary change in all groups
over the millions of years recorded in the
geological column.

The theory of production, on the other
hand, predicts that the fossil record will
reveal a markedly different pattern of
change. Why should this be so? Let’s
consider an analogy: the historical de-
velopment of various types of engines.
Steam engines, internal combustion en-
gines, diesel engines, electric engines—
none of these appeared by chance. Rather,
over the years men have designed and
built them to drive vehicles, pump water,
lift weights, and so on. Now, we do not
find that engines change gradually from
one type to another. The reason for this
discontinuity is that each type of engine
is designed to take maximum advantage
of particular chemical and physical pro-
cesses, and it works by the interaction
of precisely coordinated components.
Beyond a small tolerance, any variation in
the size or shape of the parts, or in the
kind of fuel used, will result in the dys-
function of the whole system.

When we survey the history of the
development of engines, we do not find
any record of an engine intermediate
between, say, the steam engine and the
internal combustion engine. In fact, such
an engine is inconceivable. We might
possibly convert a steam engine into an
internal combustion engine, but at the
point when we switch from external to
internal combustion, we would have to
install a carburetor, spark plugs, a coil,
and so on. These would be entirely useless
in the steam engine, so what question is
there of a gradual transition from one to
the other?

Even if we consider only the various
kinds of internal combustion engines, we
find little scope for gradual, step-by-step
development between them. Slight dis-
crepancies in piston-stroke timing or gas-
air mixtures can play havoc with any
engine, so how can we imagine a gradual
transition from, say, a piston engine to a
rotary engine, or from an Otto engine (in
which ignition occurs by means of spark
plugs) to a diesel engine? Such changes
are always sudden and radical; they date
from the time when the new design is first
produced by an inventor.

Now, the theory of production proposes
that what is true for engines is also true for
the forms of living beings. Unlike the
theory of evolution, the theory of pro-
duction does not require that the changes
between species be gradual and con-
tinuous. Rather, it proposes that a superior,
guiding intelligence has produced a dis-
continuous series of living forms— with
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no intermediate forms linking them.
What does the fossil record actually
reveal? In the words of the renowned
evolutionist George Gaylord Simpson, “It
is a fact that discontinuities are almost
always and systematically present at the
origin of really high categories |[verte-
brates, for example|, and, like any other
systematic feature of the record, this
requires explanation.”! The fossil record
contains no evidence to back up evo-

The presence of
“living fossils”™
requires that
evolutionists
explain why
evolution
took place
millions of
times faster
in some sectors
than in others.

lutionists’ contention that multicellular
organisms evolved from single-celled
forms of life. Nor does it show how ver-
tebrates evolved from the invertebrates;
how spiders, crabs, trilobites, and insects
evolved from simpler forms of life (sup-
posedly some type of worm); how land
plants evolved from marine vegetation;
how flowering plants evolved from any
previous type of plant; or how snakes,
frogs, whales, and bats evolved from
earlier, less specialized animals.

And just as major groups of organisms
tend to appear in the fossil record without
warning, so do new structural features,
such as legs, wings, and feathers. Says
evolutionist J. William Schopf, “Interest-

- ingly, almost any list of major evolutionary

events could also serve as an inventory of
major unsolved problems in paleobiology,
for the fossil record has provided only
limited insight into the nature of these
important evolutionary transitions.™
Another problem for the theory of
evolution is the existence of “living
fossils” —organisms living today that ac-
cording to the fossil record were present
on the earth in the same form millions of

years ago. Since the theory of evolution
requires a continuous process of gradual
change in living forms, it has great dif-
ficulty explaining living fossils. The theory
of production, however, requires no such
continuous change. This theory proposes
that the various species are products of
intelligent design, and thus as long as
the design remains unchanged, succes-
sive generations may remain unchanged
indefinitely.

So once again the fossil record supports
the theory of production, rather than the
theory of evolution. The presence of
numerous living fossils requires the evo-
lutionists to explain why, if evolution did
take place, it seems to have done so
millions of times faster in some sectors
than in others. For example, during the
same 200 million years in which certain
types of fish were supposedly evolving into
human beings, another type of fish (the
coelacanth) has remained essentially un-
changed up to the present day. If we go
even further back in the fossil record, we
find that squids, certain types of oysters,
and the monoplacophoran (a mollusc with
a hinged shell) all appeared suddenly in
the Cambrian period, about 500 to 530
million years ago, and have survived to
the present day virtually unchanged.
During the same time span, say the evo-
lutionists, certain worms (whose remains
have not been found in the fossil record)
supposedly evolved into homo sapiens!

Thus far we have discussed only the
forms of living organisms. Now let's con-
sider the intelligence behind and within
them. Here again, engines provide a useful
analogy. A functional engine is made
possible by two types of intelligence. First,
there is the intelligence of the operator.
Being independent of the engine, the
operator can use his intelligence to work
the engine, or he can direct his attention
elsewhere and leave the engine sitting idle.
Second, there is the intelligence of the
engine’s manufacturer—an intelligence
that enables him to produce engines in
great numbers and of various designs.

Now, the theory of production proposes
that just as an engine works only when
someone turns it on and operates it, so the
body of a living organism is alive and
functional only by virtue of the presence
of the nonmaterial living entity. Further,
as mentioned previously, the production
theory suggests that the bodies of orga-
nisms are formed by a superior intelli-
gence—an intelligence capable of pro-
ducing limitless numbers and great
varieties of forms. Thus the direct evi-
dence of the fossil record, illustrated by
our engine analogy, seems to confirm not
the theory of evolution but the theory of
production. (continued on page 30)



Higher Education

LEARNING TO LIVE
IN A COOPERATIVE SPIRIT

For four of her five years as a
member of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement, Moksaripa-devi
dasi (right) has been a teacher in
Krsna conscious schools, Not long
ago she was interviewed by James
Stepney, a freelance writer.

Mr. Stepney: What is the differ-
ence between modern education
and Krsna conscious education?

Moksariipa-devi dasi: The main
difference is that Krsna conscious
children chant Hare Krsna and
worship God throughout the day.
As a result, they become relieved
of all sorts of psychological prob-
lems and can work with an alert
mind. There was an elderly lady
who used to watch me taking the
children to the park every day in
Seattle. She lived across the street
from a public school. One day she
stopped me and asked, “How do
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children feel no hatred toward
anyone, because they see that
everyone comes from Krsna.

Mr. Stepney: Just in general, what
about children who enter a Krsna
conscious school after they've
ispent some years in ordinary pub-
lic schools? Do they have a hard
time adjusting?

Moksarupa-devi dasi: Sometimes
we get problem cases, but even
then, most children seem relieved
to be in a God conscious setting. It
doesn’t take long for them to make
friends with the other devotees and
feel right at home. We have a good
example here. One eight-year-old
boy came to us from a typically
heavy streets-of-New-York back-
ground. He was cynical, tough,
rude, and miserable. But now,
maybe for the first time in his life,
he’s happy. You can see it in his
face. His gentle, spiritual qualities

you keep your children so well
behaved? Every day I see the
children in that school across the street
yelling, fighting, arguing. But your children
always look so neat and clean and well
behaved.”

I explained to her that our children learn
how to live with others in a cooperative
spirit by seeing one another as spiritual
beings, all part and parcel of God. That
way they have a natural respect for one
another and a natural self-discipline.
There's very little tendency for cruelty,
lying, or cheating. Education for these
children is not meaningless facts and dates,
but rather a meaningful development of

character and higher consciousness, God

consciousness,

Mr. Stepney: Can you give a practical
example of what you're talking about?
Moksariipa-devi dasi: Yes, Our children
learn all the basics, but in a God-centered
way. Take English. After they've gone
through a standard primer, the children
get to read about Krsna's transcendental
pastimes with His devotees. And that's the
subject matter they use for learning how

Singing Hindi, Bengali, and English songs about Krsna,

to analyze grammatically, how to sum-
marize, how to spell, how to write an
essay, and what have you. In math they
might figure out how many apples it will
take to make x number of apple pies, and
yet at the same time they'll have the
understanding that the pies are going to
be offered to Krsna and distributed to
guests at a transcendental love feast. You
see? So what the children learn helps them
understand God and their relationship
with Him, From the very beginning, their
life has meaning, because for them God is
a meaningful person, As they develop love
for God, they also develop love for every-
one else as part and parcel of God. They
have great love and respect for the teach-
ersand no desire to inflict pain on others,
Mr. Stepney: Would you say a Krsna
conscious education could cure a de-
linquent?

Moksariipa-devi dasi: Well, I'm no expert
on crime, but I understand that it’s children

~ who hate and have known hate that be-

come delinquents. And Krsna conscious

have come out,

Mr. Stepney: Apart from aca-
demics, what else do children do in a Krsna
conscious school? Does this kind of educa-
tion require a restrained, passive routine?
Moksariipa-devi dasi: Not at all. The
children fulfill their natural desires for fun
and enjoyment. They go outside and play
vigorously; their life is full of color. They
spend days at a time visiting our farming
villages and learning how to do things like
taking care of the cows. Aside from field
trips to the zoo, sometimes they travel to
other cities for transcendental festivals.
At the festivals they do ancient Indian
drama and dance, and they sing songs for
the guests in Hindi, Bengali, and English.
And they're learning how to cook and sew
and paint and play musical instruments.
They do all sorts of things. The key is that
Krsna, the Supreme Lord, is at the center
of whatever they’re doing. It’s just like a
lady said to me a couple of days ago. She
came over with this delighted expression
and said, “Nowadays we hardly ever see
children like your children. They look so
bright and happy.” ol
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EVOLUTION

(continued from page 28)

Of course, evolutionists have put for-
ward a number of hypotheses to explain
living fossils and the lack of intermediate
forms in the fossil record. But no argument
(however plausible it may seem) can
obscure the lack of concrete evidence.
One may be able to theorize about geo-

logical causes for the incompleteness of
the fossil record; or about small, isolated
populations evolving without leaving any
fossilized remains; or about the possibility
that evolution occurred by means of
sudden extremely radical mutations,
which would rule out the need for inter-
mediate forms. But all these interpreta-
tions of the fossil record are indirect; they
are based on the assumption that evolution
has indeed taken place! The direct inter-
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For spiritual realization, all you really need is the chanting
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pretation of the fossil record leads us
inevitably to the theory of production, not
evolution.

Many eminent men of science have
stated that life is not reducible to chemistry
and physics. These include Alfred Wallace
(co-author of Charles Darwin’s first publi-
cation on evolution); Thomas H. Huxley
(a contemporary of Darwin’s who cham-
pioned Darwin’s evolutionary theory); and
Nobel physicists Niels Bohr and Eugene
Wigner. The eminent mathematician John
von Neumann has shown how quantum
mechanics implies that the consciousness
of the observer (he called it the “abstract
ego”) is distinct from all aspects of the
observer’s body and brain.® This concept
of an “abstract ego” corresponds to the
irreducible nonmaterial entity posited by
the theory of production and called the
Jivatma by Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-gita.

In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says that
He is the ultimate designer of all living
forms: “Under My direction material
nature is producing all species of moving
and nonmoving beings.” Later Krsna says
that the forms of living beings are like
machines made of matter, and that within
them the minute, spiritual living entity (the
Jjivatma) resides.

And what is the nature of the jivatma?
Krsna’s first instruction in the Bhagavad-
gitd is that the living entity is indestruc-
tible, eternal: “For the living entity there
is never birth or death. Nor, having once
been, does he ever cease to be. He is
unborn, eternal, ever-existing, and prime-
val. He is not slain when the body is slain.”
How, then, could the living being be a
product of chemical activity? Rather, he is
an eternal particle of spiritual energy,
completely distinct from the actions and
reactions of matter. His presence in the
material body diffuses consciousness
throughout every part of the organism,
just as the sun diffuses light and heat
throughout the solar system.

Finally, we also learn from the Gita that
it is Lord Krsna Himself, dwelling within
each bodily form as the Supersoul, who
provides every living being with the knowl-
edge and understanding necessary to live
within the world.

Thus we can see how the teachings of
Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita are
confirmed, rather than contradicted, by
the findings of modern science. Yo
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Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

WHAT IS A MANTRA? In Sanskrit, man means
“‘mind”’ and fra means “‘freeing.”” So a mantra is a com-
bination of transcendental sounds that frees our minds
from the anxieties of life in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out one mantra
as the maha (supreme) mantra. The Kali-santarana
Upanisad explains, ““These sixteen words—Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are especially meant
for counteracting the ill effects of the present age of
quarrel and anxiety.”

The Ndrada-paiicardtra adds, ** All mantras and all pro-
cesses for self-realization are compressed into the Hare

Krsna mahd-mantra.”

Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-mantra
throughout the Indian subcontinent, Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu prayed, ‘O Supreme Personality of Godhead, in
Your holy name You have invested all Your transcen-
dental energies.”

The name Krsna means “‘the all-attractive one,” the
name Rdma means ‘‘the all-pleasing one,”’ and the
name fare is an address to the Lord’s devotional en-
ergy. So the maha-mantra means, “*O all-attractive, all-
pleasing Lord, O energy of the Lord, please engage me
in Your devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra, and your life will be sublime. o
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A New York City Festival Diary

Friday night, and I've come to see the
chariots. Three colorful Jagannatha
chariots standing in a dark parking lot. I
encourage the workers who will stay up all
night. They are dirty and tired in their
work clothes—assembling the colorful
chariots for Krsna to ride in. Anticipation
of tomorrow. Four hundred devotees will
be coming from Philadelphia, Boston,
Baltimore, Washington.

* * *

HARE KRSNA CENTER —the twelve-
story Manhattan temple. I sit in the lobby
waiting for the elevator and hear of a girl
whose mother came to the temple crying
because her daughter joined Krsna. Devo-
tees are coming through the glass doors. I
hear of a hybrid ape born in Atlanta. The
New York Times says the ape is a break-
through. Scientists are said to be thinking
of crossing an ape with a human. They are
trying to deny God. The New York temple
isinvolved in a big court case; some people
want to stop us from distributing our
books.

In my room on the eleventh floor I take
rest under a smiling picture of Lord Krsna.

* * *

Saturday noon. At Fifty-ninth Street and
Fifth Avenue the chariots are waiting.
Forty feet high with spires atop. I bow to
the statue of Srila Prabhupada which sits
on an elegant throne in the second chariot.
He is dressed in a saffron dhotrand short-
sleeved kurta. He wears a wrist watch, and
the soles of his soft feet show from beneath
the dhoti. I take my seat beside him, and
no sooner do I sit down than I discover a
peacock fan beside me and begin fanning
Prabhupada as we proceed down The
Avenue.

Young men, girls in saris, Indians, New
Yorkers—all are pulling the chariots.
Silken towers billowing in the wind—
yellow, green, red, and blue. Slowly, majes-
tically, we sail south. The sky is open above
Fifth Avenue—it’s like being in a canyon
and above is the blue, luminous, distant
sky, with white clouds. The Lord of the
Universe rides in splendor, and I am His
servant’s servant.

What will I tell the people in Washington
Square Park? It will be whatever Krsna
allows me to say.

The police seem to be eyeing me
curiously. They almost all wear mustaches,
and all wear light blue shirts and dark blue
pants, strapped with a waistload of gun,
handcuffs, club, and pad for writing viola-
tions—our official protectors, walking
peacefully along with the parade. Captain
Coyle is the in-charge, stuck with the job.

“Stuck with it? I requested it,” says Cap-
tain Coyle. “Every year, somehow or other,
the whole parade happens. You don’t know
how it works and I don’t know how it
works but every year it’s worked so far. Do
you know why this parade happens?”

“Why?”

Captain Coyle: “Because the Swami said
to have the parade down Fifth Avenue,
and therefore the parade goes down Fifth
Avenue. I saw your faces when the Swami
joined the parade on Thirty-fourth Street
back in '76. I saw there was something
special.” '

* * *

Washington Square Park. Brahmananda
Swami is manning the Question-and-
Answer Booth. The police break up a
bunch of “Jesus People” giving out pam-
phlets against Krsna consciousness. A
policeman tells them, “One day out of the
year the Hare Krsnas hold this festival,
and everyone in New York likes it—so why
bother them?"

At the booth someone asks Brahma-
nanda Swami what he thinks of N.Y. U.

Brahmananda Swami: “As a graduate of
N.Y.U., I can say that 1 didn't learn
anything of value. Anything worthwhile I
learned was from Srila Prabhupada.”

Question: “Then how come you are
speaking so intelligently?”

Brahmananda Swami: "It was only after
I met Srila Prabhupada that I learned
anything.”

Question: “Why does the media treat
you so badly?"

Brahmananda Swami: “That’s the
media’s business. They are not going to
tell you to chant Hare Krsna. But we have
our own media—our books. That's the
real media.”

Question: “Why do you always hassle us
for money?”

Brahmananda Swami: “What right do
you have to challenge my right to ask you
for money? The L.R.S. demands your
money on behalf of the government. We
do the same. We are Krsna's taxation

department, and you have no right to
challenge our right to ask for money.”

Thousands of free plates of prasada are
distributed, and a big crowd stays to watch
a two-hour play of the Ramayana. In my
lecture to the crowd, I remind them:
Washington Square Park was the sight of
the first public kirtana in America held by
Srila Prabhupada in 1966.

* & *

“Are there any questions?” I ask. The
small gathering of newcomers sit shyly,
reluctant to answer. Now I am back in my
room at the center, and Lord Jagannatha
is back on His marble throne downstairs.
Silence. No questions. Then . . . “Why
doesn'’t a spiritual master show miracles?”

Answer: “A yogior devotee can develop
mystic powers, such as being able to walk
on water or to produce any object he
desires, but such siddhis do not grant the
actual goal of spiritual life: pure love of
God. Often such powers mislead the yogr,
and his followers begin to worship him as
God. One who can awaken love of God in
othersis the real miracle worker. One time
in India, at a large gathering, a man asked
Srila Prabhupada whether he could pro-
duce miracles. Prabhupada, who was
sitting on a stage surrounded by many of
his Western disciples, gestured to his
disciples and replied, ‘Thisis my miracle.””

* * *

The eleven o’clock news. A doctor from
Westchester is pulling on the chariot ropes,
straining and sweating, his face bulging.
As he pulls, a newscaster asks, “Do you
think that this is a genuine religious experi-
ence?” “Yes, definitely. This is definitely a
genuine religious experience.”

None of us even know who the guy is.
Like thousands of others, he had just
grabbed the rope and pulled. He got Lord
Jagannatha’s mercy.

* * *

Itis warm, maybe ninety degrees. Alone,
I walk to my window and look out at the
proud, futile tower of the Empire State
Building, its crowning floors lit up with
floodlights. It is Saturday night, but the
town seems different. A feeling as if the
beast has a heart, the sinful machine has a
soul within it somewhere. And it has been
touched by the Ratha-yatra festival. SDG
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Readings in Vedic Literature. By Satsvaripa dasa Gosvami. A comprehensive in-
troduction to Indian philosophical and spiritual thinking and an anthology of the
greatest writings. $1.95 (17)

ADVANCED STUDIES

TR
The Nectar of SRl CAITANYA:
Instruction. How to be- CARITAMRTA
come a gosvami, a master
of the mind and senses.
$1.95 (41)

The Nectar of Devotion. A
step-by-step guidebook
on how to practice bhakti-
yoga.

Hardbound: $7.95 (42)
Softbound: $3.95 (43)
Teachings of Lord
Caitanya. The essential
teachings of Lord Krsna's
most recent incarnation.
Hardbound: $6.95 (44)
Softbound: $4.95 (45)

Srimad-Bhiﬁavalam. Caitanya-caritamrta.
These two works —each a multivolume, richly
illustrated hardbound set—fully explain the deepest
truths of self-realization and Krsna consciousness.
For further information, please circle 46 on the
coupon at right.

Teachings of Lord Kapila #
Lord Kapila, a great sage of thousands of years ago,
explained how to discriminate between matter and spirit and achieve
pure consciousness. His teachings introduce the sincere seeker to the insights,
techniques, and experiences of transcendental realization. Hardbound: $7.95 (13)

bewildering varieties of
spiritual ideas and prac-
tices that have cropped up
in recent years. Here you'll
discover the secrets of the
self within, nature and the
universe, and the Supreme
Self within and without.
The world's most dis-
tinguished teacherof the
science of self-realization
transmits in modern
English the same timeless
knowledge that other great
self-realized teachers
have spoken for millennia.
Hardbound: $7.95 (14)

INTERMEDIATE STUDIES . >

Sri lSopanisad. The jewel of the Upanisads. Nineteen gemlike
verses and elaborate purports that present the fundamentals of
transcendental knowledge. $1.95 (18)

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The famous Krsna
stories—ancient Indian narratives presented in a readable short-
story format. Hardbound: $7.95 per volume (21, 22, 23), $19.95 per
3-volume set (24). Softbound: $1.95 per volume (31, 32, 33). $4.95
per 3-volume set (34).

T
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Prahlad Illustrated Storybook. Krsna saves His devotee. $1.95 (51)
Agha lllustrated Storybook. Krsna kills an evil serpent. $5.95 (52)
Gopal Coloring Book. Krsna's pastimes as a cowherd boy. $1.95 (53)
Rama Coloring Book. Krsna's pastimes as a great king. $1.95 (54)
For further information about books for children, circle 55 below.

r----------------l

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Dept. BTG 14-9
3764 Watseka Ave.. Los Angeles, California 90034

[0 Send me information on membership in the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness.

[0 Send me a free catalog of books. A complete listing from the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust—authoritative translations, commen-

Subscribe

to this unique spiritual journal—fully devoted to the world
of Krsna consciousness and self-realization. One year. ...
only $8.00 (outside U.S.A, $10)

taries, and summary studies from the rich spiritual culture of India.
[J Send me the next eleven issues of BACK TO GODHEAD. My check
or money order for $8 is included. ($10 outside U.S.A.)

[J send the books I've circled below. My check or money order for
$_____ total paymentis enclosed. | understand that | may
examine them for 10 days and, if not satisfied, return them for a full

refund. 11 14 17 22 31 34 43 46 53
12 15 18 23 32 41 44 51 54
13 1% 21 24 33 42 45 52 55

Name

Address

City State ZIP
If your order is under $4.95, please add 50¢ for postage; $4.95 to
$9.95, add 70¢ postage; over $9.95, add 6% of total order.




WHAT'TO DO THIS SUNDAY?

Why not drop in at a transcendental love feast? For a dozen years
now, thousands of people have enjoyed the traditional hospitality, the
talks on topics like meditation and reincarnation, and finally—the
world-famous feast. So wear your usual Sunday afternoon clothes,
and after the feast be sure to catch the movie, drama, or concert.
Free—every Sunday at all ISKCON centers. See page 35 for the
center nearest you.



