Tr AN

2l

o g \ ) ) 7 g o
e ? — J . ‘_\ ‘:_“"' . ¥ - '-"T‘: d
AFIJ.. .“%“ E v T - i

A ) i

M

3
-

,r’ff'

o~ d 5
.
fa
1



His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness




BACK TO GODHEAD

VOL.13,NO.5

THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

FOUNDED 1944

FOUNDER

(under the direction of His Divine Grace

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CONTENTS

EDITOR IN CHIEF Satsvartpa ddsa Gosvami

PUBLISHING AND DISTRIBUTION
COORDINATOR Rimesvara dasa Swami

SENIOR EDITOR Jayadvaita Svami

ASSOCIATE EDITORS Dravida dasa, Drutakarma
dasa, Jagajivana dasa, Mandale$vara dasa

COPY EDITORS lJitatula dasa, Ksama-devi dasi
SANSKRIT EDITOR Gopiparanadhana dasa
DESIGNERS Nuavadvipa ddsa, Yamarija disa

ART WNaranarayana dasa, Pariksit dasa, Yadurani-devi
dasi

PHOTOGRAPHY Bhargava dasa, Muralivadana dasa,

Nityatrpta-devi dasi, Visakha-devi dasi
PRODUCTION MANAGER Vicaru dasa
COMPOSITORS Baldi-devi dasi, Pirnacandra-devi
dasi, Sita-devi dasi

TECHNICIANS Janajivana disa, Sithhedvara disa

PRONUNCIATION. Sanskrit words and names in
BACK TO GODHEAD are spelled according to a schol-
arly system that shows how to pronounce each word.
The sound of the short a is like the u in but. Long ais
like the a in far and held twice as long as the short a,
and e is like the a in evade. Long i is like the i in pique.
The vowel t is pronounced like the ri in the English
word rim. The ¢ is pronounced as in chair. The aspi-
rated consonants (ch, jh, dh, etc.) are pronounced as
in staunch-heart, hedge-hog and red-hot. The two
spirants § and s are like the English sh, and s is like the
s in sun. So pronounce Krspa as KRISHNA and
Caitanya as CHAITANYA,

< His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada came to America in 1965, at age seventy,
to fulfill his spiritual master’s request that he teach the
English-speaking world the science of Krsna con-
sciousness. In a dozen years he published some sev-
enty volumes of translation and commentary on In-
dia’s Vedic literatures, and these are now standard
course and reference books in universities worldwide.
Meanwhile, traveling almost nonstop, Srila Prabhu-
pada molded his international society into a worldwide
confederation of dsramas, schools, temples, institutes,
and farm communities. He passed away at Lord
Krsna's birthplace (Vindavana, India) in 1977, and his
disciples are carrying on the movement he started.

Published monthly, $7.00 per year (38.00 outside
USA), by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Business and
Editorial Offices: 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90034

?1978 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
1l rights reserved. Printed in USA.

Predictions for the Age of Hypocrisy

A forecast for our age—set down five thousand years ago yet

amazingly accurate, and related here by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Life and Death

What is life? What is death? Can we ever know for sure?

God Is Light —and Much More

Chipping away at the old cliché.

The Vedic Observer
Houston: The Roof’s Not All That’s Sliding

Trouble near the Astrodome.

11

Book Section

Srimad-Bhagavatam

The continuing presentation of India’s great spiritual classic.
Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

15

The Eyes to See the *“‘I”’

How to see the subtlest of all elements.

24

BBT: A Quick Look at
the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust

With sixty-six million books now in print, the Bhaktivedanta Book

Trust has started a renaissance of Indian spiritual culture.

26

The Transcendental Pastimes of Lord Krsna

Displaying the Universal Form
A narrative from the ancient Vedic literatures.

33

Questions People Ask About Chanting Hare Krsna
Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

Every Town and Village

Vaisnava Calendar

Remembering Srila Prabhupada

Notes from the Editor

12
14
23
23
34
35

COVER: A Look at the Unlimited. During His most recent appearance on earth,
some fifty centuries ago, Lord Krsna showed mother Yasoda and His other devo-
tees that He is indeed unlimited —not just in greatness but in personal attractive-

ness. (See page 33.) (Cover art by Sulaksmana-devi dasi.)

ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD: ‘‘Godhead is light”’ has always been BACK TO GODHEAD’s byword—‘‘Nescience is darkness.
Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.”” Godhead means the source of everything, and this journal is meant to assist
readers in cultivating practical, scientific realization of Godhead. To this end BACK TO GODHEAD explores the ideas presented in an-
cient India’s Vedic literatures, especially Bhagavad-gita. As the Gitd itself informs us, “When one is enlightened with the knowl-
edge by which nescience is destroyed, then his knowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights up everything in the daytime.”’

BACK TO GODHEAD 1



'F{ﬁ'y centm:'eé ago a great sage looked into the
Sfuture and told us just what to expect. . . .

PREDICTIONS FOR
" THE AGE OF HYPOCRISY

An address based on the Srimad-Bhdgavatam of Krsna-Dvaipayana Vyasa, given by His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in Los Angeles during the summer of 1974.

tatas canudinam dharmah
satyam Saucam ksamd daya
kalena balina rgjan
nanksyaty ayur balam smrtih

“My dear King, with each day religion,
truthfulness, cleanliness, forgiveness,
mercy, duration of life, bodily strength,
and memory will all decrease more and
more by the mighty force of time.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam12.2.1)

2 BACK TO GODHEAD

This description of the Kali-yuga [the
present Age of Quarrel and Hypocrisy] is
given in the Twelfth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Srimad-Bhdagavatam was
written five thousand years ago, when
the Kali-yuga was about to begin, and
many things that would happen in the
future are spoken of there. Therefore we
accept Srimad-Bhagavatam as sastra
[revealed scripture]l. The compiler of

Sastra (the $astra-kdra) must be a liber-

ated person so that he can describe past,
present, and future.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam you will find
many things which are foretold. There is
mention of Lord Buddha’s appearance
and Lord Kalki’s appearance. [Lord
Kalki will appear at the end of the Kali-
yuga.] There is also mention of Lord
Caitanya’s appearance, although the
Bhagavatam was written five thousand
years ago. Tri-kdla-jfia: the writer knew

ILLUSTRATION: RAMADASA ARHIRAMA DASA



past, present, and future.

So here Sukadeva Gosvami is describ-
ing the chief symptoms of this age. He
says, fatas canudinam: with the progress
of this age (Kali-yuga), dharma, religious
principles; satyam, truthfulness; saucam,
cleanliness; ksamd, forgiveness; dayd,
mercifulness: ayur, duration of life;
balam, bodily strength; smyti, memory —
these eight things will gradually decrease
to nil or almost nil.

Of course, there are other yugas
besides Kali-yuga. During the Satya-
yuga, which lasted eighteen hundred
thousand years, human beings lived for
one hundred thousand years. The dura-
tion of the next age, the Treta-yuga, was
twelve hundred thousand years, and the
people of that age used to live for ten
thousand years. In other words, the
duration of life was ten times reduced. In
the next age, Dvapara-yuga, the life span
was again ten times reduced—people
used to live for one thousand years—and
the duration of the Dviapara Age was
eight hundred thousand years. Then, in

the next age, this Kali-yuga, we can live
up to one hundred years at the utmost.
We are not living one hundred years, but
still, the limit is one hundred years. So
just see: from one hundred years the
average duration of life has decreased to
about seventy years. And it will even-
tually decrease to the point where if a
man lives for twenty to thirty years, he
will be considered a very old man.

Another symptom of the Kali-yuga
predicted in the Srimad-Bhagavatam is
the decrease in memory (smrti). We see
nowadays that people do not have very
sharp memories—they forget easily.
They may hear something daily, yet still
they forget it. Similarly, bodily strength
(balam) is decreasing. You can all under-
stand this, because you know that your
father or grandfather was physically
stronger than you are. So, bodily
strength is decreasing, memory is
decreasing, and the duration of life is
decreasing—and all of this is predicted in
Srimad-Bhagavatam,

Another symptom of Kali-yuga is the

decrease

in religion.

There is prac-
tically no question
of religion in this

age—it has almost
decreased to nil. No one is
interested in religion. The
churches and temples are being
closed, locked up. The building we are
sitting in was once a church, but it was
sold because no one was coming.
Similarly, we are purchasing a very big
church in Australia, and in London 1
have seen many hundreds of vacant
churches—no one is going there. And
not only churches: in India also, except
for a few important temples, the ordi-
nary, small temples are being closed.
They have become the habitation of the
dogs. So dharma, religion, is decreasing.
Truthfulness, cleanliness, and forgive-
ness are also decreasing. Formerly, if
someone did something wrong, the
other party would forgive him. For ex-
ample, Arjuna was tortured by his
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enemies, yet still, on the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra he said, “‘Krspa, let me
leave. I don’t want to kill them.”” This is
forgiveness. But now, even for a small
insult people will kill. This is going on.
Also, there is now no mercifulness
(daya). Even if you see someone being
killed in front of you, you will not take
interest. These things are happening
already. So, religion, truthfulness,
cleanliness, forgiveness, mercifulness,
duration of life, bodily strength, and
memory—these eight things will
decrease, decrease, decrease, decrease.
When you see these symptoms, you
should know the age of Kali is making
progress.

Another symptom is vittam eva kalau
nrpdm janmdcara-gunodayah: “‘In Kali-
yuga, a man’s qualities and social posi-
tion will be calculated according to the
extent of his wealth.”’ [Srimad-
Bhagavatam12.2.2] Formerly a man’s
position was calculated according to his
spiritual understanding. For example, a
brahmana was honored because he knew
brahma—he was_aware of the Supreme
Spirit. But now in Kali-yuga there are ac-
tually no brghmanas, because people are
taking the title of brahmana simply by
Jjanma, or birthright. Previously there
was also birthright, but one was actually
known according to his behavior. If a
man was born in a brahmana family or a
ksatriya ladministrative or military]
family, he had to behave like a brahmana
or ksatriya. And it was the king’s duty to
see that no one was falsely representing
himself. In other words, respectability
was awarded according to culture and
education. But nowadays, vittam eva
kalau nrnam: if you get money somehow
or other, then everything is available.
You may be a third-class or a fourth-
class or a tenth-class man, but if you get
money somehow or other, then you are
very much respected. There is no ques-
tion of your culture or education or
knowledge. This is Kali-yuga.

Another symptom of Kali-yuga:
dharma-nyaya-vyavasthayam kdranam
balam eva hi: *‘Religious principles and
justice will be determined by a show of
strength.”” [Srimad-Bhagavatam12.2.2]
If you have some influence, then every-
thing will be decided in your favor. You
may be the most irreligious person, but if
you can bribe a priest he will certify that
you are religious. So character will be
decided by money, not by actual
qualification. Next is ddampatye 'bhirucir
hetur mdyaiva vyavaharike: ‘‘Marriages
will be arranged according to temporary
affection, and to be a successful
businessman one will have to cheat.”
[Srimad-Bhagavatam12.2.3] The rela-
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tionship between husband and wife will
depend on abhiruci, their liking each
other. If a girl likes a boy and a boy likes
a girl, then they think, ‘°All right, now
let the marriage take place.”” No one
ever knows what the future of the girl
and boy will be. Therefore everyone
becomes unhappy. Six months after
marriage—divorce. This is because
the marriage took place simply on the
basis of superficial liking, not deep
understanding.

Formerly, at least in India during my
time, marriages did not take place be-
cause the boy and girl liked each other.
No. Marriages were decided by the
parents. I married when [ was a student,
but I did not know who my wife would
be; my parents arranged everything.

‘“ ‘Religious prin-
ciples and justice
will be deter-
mined by a show
of strength.’ If
you have some
influence, then
everything will be
decided in your
favor.”

Another example is Dr. Rajendra
Prasada, the first president of India. In
his biography he wrote that he married at
the age of eight. Similarly, my father-in-
law married when he was eleven years
old, and my mother-in-law when she was
seven, So the point is that formerly, in
India, marriage took place only after an
astrological calculation of past, present,
and future had determined whether the
couple would be happy in their life
together. When marriage is thus
sanctified, the man and the woman live
peacefully and practice spiritual culture.
Each one helps the other, so they live
very happily and become advanced in
spiritual life. And at last they go back
home, back to Godhead. That is the
system. Not that a grown-up girl and a
grown-up boy mix together, and if he

likes her and she likes him they get mar-
ried, and then he leaves or she
leaves . . .. This kind of marriage was not
sanctioned. But of this Kali-yuga it is
said, dampatye ’bhirucih: marriage will
take place simply because of mutual lik-
ing, that’s all. Liking one moment
means disliking the next moment. That
is a fact. So a marriage based on mutual
liking has no value.

The next symptoms of this age are
stritve pumstve ca hi ratir vipratve sutram
eva hi: a husband and wife will stay
together only as long as there is sex
attraction, and brghmanas [saintly intel-
lectuals], will be known only by their
wearing a sacred thread.” [Srimad-
Bhdgavatam12.2.3] Brahmanas are
offered a sacred thread. So now people
are thinking, ‘“‘Now I have a sacred
thread, so I have become a brahmana. 1
may act like a canddla [dog-eater], but it
doesn’t matter.”” This is going on. One
doesn’t understand that as a brahmana
he has so much responsibility. Simply
because he has the two-cent sacred
thread, he thinks he has become a
brahmana. And stritve pumstve ca hi ratih:
a husband and wife will remain together
because they like each other, but as soon
as there will be some sex difficulty, their
affection will slacken.

Another symptom of Kali-yuga is
avrttyd nydya-daurbalyarm panditye
capalamm vacah: ‘‘Those without money
will be unable to get justice, and anyone
who can cleverly juggle words will be
considered a scholar.”” [Srimad-
Bhdgavatam12.2.4] If you have no
money, then you will never get justice in
court. This is Kali-yuga. Nowadays even
the high-court judges are taking bribes to
give you a favorable judgement. But if
you have no money, then don’t go to
court. And panditye capalar vacah. 1If a
man can talk expertly—it doesn’t matter
what he says, and nobody has to under-
stand it—then he is a pandita. He is a
learned scholar. [Imitating gibberish:]
‘“Aban gulakslena bugavad tugalad
kulela gundulas, by the latricism of
wife . . .”" Like this, if you go on speak-
ing, no one will understand you
[laughter], yet people will say, ‘‘Ah, see
how learned he is.”” [Laughter.] This is
actually happening. There are so many
rascals writing books, but if you ask one
of them to explain what he has under-
stood, he’ll say, ‘‘Oh, it is inexplicable.”
These things are going on.

Next Srimad-Bhagavatam says,

anddhyataivasadhutve
sadhutve dambha eva tu

svikdra eva codvahe
snanam eva prasadhanam



“‘Lack of wealth will be looked on as dis-
honorable, while a proud person who
can put on a show will be thought pious.
Marriage will be based on arbitrary
agreement, and simply taking a bath will
be considered proper cleansing and
decoration of the body.” [Srimad-
Bhagavatam 12.2.5]

First anddhyata: if you are a poor man,
then you are dishonorable. People will
think that a man is not honorable be-
cause he does not know how to earn
money by hook or crook. And svikdra
eva codvdhe: marriages will take place by
agreement. This is being experienced in
your country, and in my country also.
The government appoints a marriage
magistrate, and any boy and girl who
want to can simply go to him and get
married. Maybe there is some fee. ‘‘Yes,
we agree to marry,’’ they say, and he cer-
tifies that they are married. Formerly,
the father and mother used to select the
bride and bridegroom by consulting an
astrologer who could see the future.
Nowadays marriage is taking place ac-
cording to svikdra, agreement.

Another symptom is diire vary-ayanam
tirtham lavanyam kesa-dhdaranam ‘‘Just
going to some faraway river will be con-
sidered a proper pilgrimage, and a man
will think he is beautiful if he has long
hair.”” [Srimad-Bhdgavatam12.2.6] Just
see how perfectly Srimad-Bhdagavatam
predicts the future. ‘‘In Kali-yuga a man
will think he has become very beautiful
by keeping long hair.”” You have very
good experience of this in your country.
Who could have known that people
would be interested in keeping long
hair? Yet that is stated in the
Bhagavatam: kesa-dhdranam. Kesa
means ‘‘long hair’’ and dhdranam means
‘‘keeping.”’ Another symptom is diire
vary-ayanam tirtham: people will think
that a place of pilgrimage must be far
away. For example, the Ganges flows
through Calcutta, but no one cares to
take a bath in the Calcutta Ganges;
they’d rather go to Hardwar. It is the
same Ganges. The Ganges is coming
from Hardwar down to the Bay of
Bengal. But people would rather suffer
so much hardship to go to Hardwar and
take a bath there, because that has be-
come a firtha, a place of pilgrimage.
Every religion has a tirtha. The Muslims
have Mecca and Medina and the Chris-
tians have Golgotha. Similarly, the Hin-
dus also think they must travel very far
to find a firtha. But actually, tirthi-kur-
vanti tirthani: a tirtha is a place where
there are saintly persons. That is a firtha.
Not that one goes ten thousand miles
and simply takes a dip in the water and
then comes back.

The next symptoms are:

udaram-bharata svarthah
satyatve dhdrstyam eva hi

daksyam kutumba-bharanam
yaso ‘rthe dharma-sevanam

“The purpose of life will consist simply
of filling one’s stomach, and audacity
will become equivalent to conclusive
truth. If a man can even maintain his
own family members, he will be honored
as very expert, and religiosity will be
measured by a person’s reputation for
material accomplishments.” [Srimad-
Bhagavatam 12.2.6] So, if somehow one
can eat very sumptuously, then he will
think all his interests are fulfilled. People
will be very hungry, with nothing to eat,

s Anothiet
symptom of Kali-
yuga: ‘“Those
without money
will be unable to
get justice, and
anyone who can
cleverly juggle
words will
be considered a

scholar.” ”’

and therefore if they can eat very
sumptuously on one day, that will be the
fulfillment of all their desires. The next
symptom is satyatva dharstyam eva hi:
anyone who is expert at word jugglery
will be considered very truthful. Another
symptom: daksyam kutumba-bharanam:
one shall be considered very expert if he
can maintain his family—his wife and
children. In other words, this will be-
come very difficult. In fact, it has already
become difficult. To maintain a wife and
two children is now a great burden.
Therefore no one wants to marry.

The next verse describes what will
happen when all the people have been
thus infected by the poison of Kali-yuga.

evam prajabhir dustabhir
akirne ksiti-mandale

brahma-vit-ksatra-sudranam
yo bali bhavita nrpah

It won't matter whether one is a
brahmana [a learned and pure intellec-
tual] or a ksatriva [an administrator or
soldier] or a vaisya [a merchant or
farmer] or a sudra [a laborer] or a can-
ddla [a dog-eater]. If one is powerful in
getting votes, he will occupy the presi-
dential or royal post. Formerly the
system was that only a ksatriya could oc-
cupy the royal throne, not a brahmana,
vaisya, or Sidra. But now, in the Kali-
yuga, there is no such thing as a ksatriya
or a brahmana. Now we have democracy.
Anyone who can get your votes by hook
or crook can occupy the post of leader.
He may be rascal number one, but he
will be given the supreme, exalted,
presidential post. The Bhdgavatam de-
scribes these leaders in the next verse:

praja hi lubdhai rajanyair
nirghrnair dasyu-dharmabhih

dacchinna-ddra-dravind
ydasyanti giri-kananam

““The citizens will be so oppressed by
merciless rogues in the guise of rulers
that they will give up their spouses and
property and flee to the hills and
forests.”” [Srimad-Bhdagavatam12.2.8]
So, the men who acquire a government
post by vote are mostly lubdhai rajanyaih,
greedy government men. Nirghrnair
dasyu: their business is plundering the
public. And we actually see that every
year the government men are exacting
heavy taxes, and whatever money is
received they divide among themselves,
while the citizens’ condition remains the
same. Every government is doing that.
Gradually, all people will feel so much
harassed that dcchinna-dara-dravinah:
they will want to give up their family life
(their wife and their money) and go to
the forest. This we have also seen.

So, kalau dosa-nidhe rdjan: the faults
of this age are just like an ocean. If you
were put into the Pacific Ocean, you
would not know how to save your life.
Even if you were a very expert swimmer,
it would not be possible for you to cross
the Pacific Ocean. Similarly, the Kali-
yuga is described in the Bhdgavatam as
an ocean of faults. It is infected with so
many anomalies that there seems to be
no way out. But there is one medicine:
kirtandd eva krsnasya mukta-sangah
param vrajet. The Bhdgavatam explains
that if you chant the name of Krsna—the
Hare Krsna mantra—you will be relieved
from the infection of this Kali-yuga.

Thank you very much. o
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“What is that force without which a
living body becomes a dead body?
That's the one thing the experts
can't quite put their finger on.”

by MANDALESVARA DASA

hat is life? . .. A child is born.
You can see his natural luster,
feel the warmth of his body, hear

his crying. All his vital functions are in
order. Sometimes he is awake, some-
times asleep; he drinks his mother’s
milk and digests it. For the past nine
months he has been in the womb of his
mother, developing his small body. And
now he is born. He will continue to grow,
day by day. He will become larger and
heavier. His features will change. He will-
grow stronger, more proportioned and
coordinated. And one day his mother
will say, ‘“Why, he’s so big! He's not a
baby any more.”

Living beings are born, and they die.
And in the interim they grow, stay for
some time, produce offspring, then
dwindle—and the whole process ends in
death.

And what is death? ... Last night at
11:31 p.M., Mr. Gerald Smith died. His
pulse and heartbeat stopped, his lungs
collapsed, and his body temperature
dropped. The on-duty physician did all
he could. But, understanding that the pa-
tient’s vital functions had ceased, he
pronounced Mr. Smith dead.

“Living beings are born, and they
die.”” What could be a more profound
philosophical statement. Eleven years
ago I was a college sophomore taking an
introductory philosophy course. When I
heard that statement from my professor,
I was struck by its gravity and truth. For
the first time in my life, I plainly saw: I
am a living being, and I will soon die.

Some important questions came into
my mind at that time—questions about
death and about the purpose of life.
Now, after studying Bhagavad-gita (the
philosophy course taught by the original
teacher, Lord Krsna), I'm finding the
answers to these big questions. These
questions and their answers must be just
as important to you as they are to me,
because they deal with something we
have in common. We are all living beings
destined to die.
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I’d like to present here the essential
facts about life and death as I have
understood them from the Bhagavad-
gita, under the guidance of my spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada. Of course
there’s been scientific research and
philosophical inquiry about life and
death, but apparently no one really
knows very much.

Suppose we open a dictionary to find
out what *‘life’” is. According to
Webster’s, it’s ‘‘the principle or force by
which animals and plants are maintained
in the performance of their functions and

which distinguishes by its presence ani-
mate from inanimate matter.”” But just
what is that “‘principle or force? The
encyclopedias offer all kinds of scholarly
definitions, but most of these simply
acknowledge that life is hard to define.
“The chemical composition of pro-

1

toplasm is known,’’ notes one en-
cyclopedia, ‘‘but what gives it the
qualities of life is not known.”” Or some-
times the encyclopedias try to define life
by listing its external symptoms: if a
thing grows, reproduces, and so on, it’s
alive.

But again, what is that principle that



brings about these characteristics like
growth and reproduction? What is that
force without which a living body be-
comes a dead body? That’s the thing the
experts can’t quite put their finger on.
They talk about life; they study its
symptoms. But they can’t figure out
what it is. And if you or I were to ask a
university professor, we would probably
get the same sort of answer—one that
hedges on the real issue. And we’d prob-
ably get lost in biochemical, metabolic,
thermodynamic, or genetic jargon.
Sometimes the scientists claim that life
is “‘a phenomenon that occurs in nature

when exactly the right chemicals com-
bine under exactly the right conditions.”
Actually, this is the gist of most scientific
theories about life, but just how scientific
is it? The scientists’ own methodology
requires that they support each theory by
experimentation and observation. But
no scientist has ever observed life being
generated spontaneously from chemi-
cals. When you don’t know something,
that’s one thing. When you don’t know
but pretend to, that’s something else—
cheating. It’s cheating for these so-called
scientific authorities to claim that life
originates from matter.

Still, the scientists go on telling their
story: ‘‘Once upon a time, a long time
ago, life arose from a random chemical
soup.”” And we’re supposed to believe
them. But ask them to go into the
laboratory and come up with some clini-
cal proof, and they say that life came into
being ages and ages ago—by accident.
Hmm. That certainly seems odd, but at
least it squares conveniently with their
theories. Today, of course, things don’t
happen that way. Anyone can see that
(nowadays, at least) living beings come
from other living beings. Yet our learned
scientists keep trying to show us that
conscious life comes from dead matter.
But when they make a facsimile of the
conditions that may have existed on
earth x millions of years ago and try to
create life . .. they fail. Sometimes they
claim they’ve synthesized certain amino
acids, ‘‘the building blocks of life.”” But
that’s not life. There’s a big difference
between an amino acid and a conscious
living being.

““One day soon,’” they doggedly vow,
“‘we’ll create life from chemicals.”” But
what we see every day is that life comes
from life. Two bugs create more bugs, a
scientist and his wife have children, and
so on. But where do we see life coming
from chemicals?

How can the scientists even try to
prove by experimentation that life has
arisen spontaneously from matter? Con-
sider: they themselves are life—they’re
living beings—so all their attempts to
show how life comes spontaneously
from matter are self-contradictory, be-
cause the scientists themselves are con-
ducting the experiments.

Who Plants the Seed?

Regardless how life may have begun
within the universe, scientific evidence
makes one thing clear: life could not
have come about by accident, from
chemical combination; an intelligent
living being must have entered into the
picture to conduct the experiment or
combine the chemicals, to plant the seed
or hatch the egg. So even if some scien-
tist who wanted to prove that life comes
from matter were to succeed in creating
life (of course, this is impossible, but if,
for the sake of argument, someone did
it), he would actually be affirming that
life is created by a very intelligent being
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under controlled conditions. In other
words, he would be proving that life
must come from life, not from matter.
And that’s just what Bhagavad-gitd has
been saying for thousands of years.

As Bhagavad-gita explains, the origin
of life is life: the supreme life, Krsna. *‘I
am the source of everything, material
and spiritual,” says Lord Krsna. ‘‘Both
the living, spiritual energy and the inani-
mate, material energy emanate from
Me.”

The material scientists would like us to
accept the unfounded notion that life
comes from matter (although where
matter has come from they can’t say).
But Bhagavad-gita tells us, “‘Lord Krsna
is the original life, the source of every-
thing, whether living or material.”’ In
other words, everything (living or ma-
terial) is coming from one living source.
Life and matter are simply two different
energies of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, just as light and heat are two
energies of the sun.

What Makes the Difference?

It was back in 1968 that my spiritual
master Srila Prabhupada spoke to an
assembly of faculty and students at
M.LT. **Although you have so many
departments of knowledge,”” he pointed
out, ‘‘you have not found out what
makes the difference between a living
body and a dead body.”

As anyone can see, something essen-
tial is missing from a dead body —some-
thing that distinguishes it from a living
body. ‘““Where is your educational
department for finding that essential
thing?” Srila Prabhupada challenged.
Unfortunately, despite their advanced
knowledge of the physical body and its
mechanical workings, our modern scien-
tists have no knowledge of the living
soul. Yet it is the soul that gives life to
the body. Without the soul the wonder-
ful material body becomes useless, fit for
burning or burying.

Despite their claims and promises,
today’s scientists seem unable to tell us
anything about life or birth or death. But
ancient India’s Vedic literatures are not
so disappointing. In fact, they are per-
fectly scientific. Consider, for instance,
the Vedic explanation of birth:

““Under the supervision of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, a liv-
ing spirit soul enters a particle of semen
and is then injected into the womb of the
mother during sexual intercourse.”” If
the conditions within the womb . are
favorable, the soul remains and there is
an emulsification of the semen and the
ovum. Then, due to the presence of the
soul, the embryo develops. When the
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body is fully developed (after about nine
months), the baby comes out of his
mother’s womb—and this is called birth.
If there were no living soul, the embryo
could not have grown and developed. To
put it simply, matter can’t grow and
develop without the living energy of the
soul.

And what about death? ... When Mr.
Smith died last night at 11:31 p.Mm., all
his vital functions stopped. His pulse,
heartbeat, and breathing stopped, and
his life luster suddenly vanished. What
happened? What happens at death?

“Death is the absence of life.”” The
scientists are in agreement about that,
But what life is they have no inkling of.
So a fitting ‘‘scientific’” definition of
death would be, ‘‘Death is the absence
of life (whatever that is).”

Undoubtedly, death is the absence of
life. And from Bhagavad-gita we get a
clear understanding just what that
means: “‘LIFE is the eternal soul. And
when the soul leaves the body...
DEATH —the absence of life.”’

As I said, hardly anyone today knows
the facts about life and death. But if we
read Bhagavad-gitd, we’ll get all the facts.

A Sudden Lack of Luster

Some members of the scientific com-
munity do accept the existence of the
eternal living soul. For example, Dr.
Wilfred G. Bigelow (a world-famous
heart surgeon and chairman of car-
diovascular surgery at the Toronto
General Hospital) says, ‘““My thirty-two
years as a surgeon have left me no
doubts that there is a soul.”

Several years ago the Montreal Gazette
quoted Dr. Bigelow as saying, ““There
are certain cases where you happen to be
present at the moment when people pass
from a living state to death, and some
mysterious changes take place. One of
the most noticeable is the sudden lack of
luster to the eyes. They become opaque
and literally lifeless. The central question
is, Where is the soul and where does it
come from?”’

My spiritual master appreciated Dr.
Bigelow’s insight. In a letter to him, Srila
Prabhupada wrote,

“Undoubtedly the soul is present in
the heart of the living entity, and it is the
source of all the energies for maintaining
the body. The energy of the soul is
spread all over the body, and this is
known as consciousness.

““The undertaking of ‘soul research’
would certainly mark the advancement
of science. But the advancement of
science will not be able to find the soul.
The soul’s presence can simply be ac-
cepted on circumstantial understanding.

You will find in the Vedic literature that
the dimension of the soul is one ten-
thousandth the size of a point. The ma-
terial scientist cannot measure the length
and breadth of a point. Therefore it is not
possible for the material scientist to cap-
ture the soul. You can simply accept the
soul’s existence by taking it from Vedic
authority. What the greatest scientists
are finding, we’ve explained long ago.”

High Priests

Modern scientists use circumstantial
data to back up all sorts of theories about
things they can’t directly perceive (take
atomic and subatomic particles, for in-
stance). So why don’t they accept the
circumstantial evidence for the existence
of the soul? We find a full explanation of
the soul’s existence in Bhagavad-gita,
and a full verification in our own
everyday experience.

The so-called scientists, who claim
that life comes from matter, that it arose
by chance, and that it dies along with the
body, defy not only Vedic authority but
even common sense and their own prac-
tical experience. Bhagavad-gita calls their
philosophy demonic: ““The demons say
that there is no God in control, that
everything in this world is a product of
the random attraction of various ma-
terial bodies.”” (Bg. 16.8) These demons
in the guise of scientists want to under-
mine belief in God and the soul—
“There is no God. There is no soul.
Science is God, and we are the high
priests.”’

On account of this godless philoso-
phy, people have become more and
more materialistic and faithless. We're
starting to think, ‘‘So, there's no God
and no soul and no life after death, That
means there’s no sin and no karma.
When your body is finished, every-
thing’s finished. So you can do anything
you like.”

But as Bhagavad-gitd says, ‘‘Following
such conclusions, the demonic engage in
unbeneficial, horrible works meant to
destroy the world. They believe that to
gratify the senses unto the end of life is
the prime necessity of human civiliza-
tion. Thus there is no end to their anxi-
ety.”” (Bg. 16.9,11)

We have another choice, of course.
We can follow the Bhagavad-gita’s teach-
ings and understand the phenomenon of
life and the process of birth and death.
And at last we can become free from
birth and death and enter into eternal
life.

The choice is ours—whether we’ll
follow godless science or the science of
the soul. So let’s not make the wrong
choice. It’s a matter of life and death. &k
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GODISLIGHT
AND MUCH MORE

A talk given by Acyutananda Svami in Los Angeles, March 1978.

Translation of a Sanskrit Verse
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.26.3)

“The Supreme Personality of God-
head is the Supreme Soul, and He has no
beginning. He is transcendental to the
material modes of nature and beyond the
existence of this material world. He is
perceivable everywhere because He is
self-effulgent, and by His self-effulgent
luster the entire creation is maintained.”

Purport
(by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada)

““The Supreme Personality of God-
head is described here. He is not a tem-
porary person, nor does He have a
beginning. He is without a cause, and He
is the cause of all causes. Parah means
transcendental, beyond the creative en-

ergy. The Lord is the creator of the cre-
ative energy. We can see that there is a
creative energy in the material world,
but He is not under this energy. He is
prakrti-para, beyond this energy. He is
not subjected to the threefold miseries
created by the material energy because
He is beyond it. The modes of material
nature do not touch Him. It is explained
here, svayam-jyoti: He Himself is
luminous. We have experience in the
material world of one light’s being a
reflection of another, just as moonlight is
a reflection of the sunlight. Sunlight is
also a reflection of the brahmajyoti, or
spiritual effulgence. Similarly, the
brahmajyoti is a reflection of the body of
the Supreme Lord. This is confirmed in
the Brahma-samhita: yasya prabha
prabhavatah. ‘The Brahman effulgence is
the Lord’s bodily luster.” ”

Acyutananda Svami Explains

In the Bhagavad-gita (7.8) Lord Krsna
says, “‘I am the light of the sun.”” Three
times a day when we chant the brahma-
gdyatri mantra, we invoke the sun as the
first expression of Krsna that we can per-
ceive. So if we are Krsna conscious, we
can understand that the sun is reflecting
Krsna's effulgence.

But the materialistic scientists cannot
explain the sun. I read in the newspaper
that Russian scientists and American
scientists recently had a conference.
Their conclusion was, ‘“We are no longer
positive why the sun shines.”” So that
implies that at one time they were posi-
tive. No—they were never positive. How
can such a gigantic ball of fire burn with-
out smoke, without any apparent source
of fuel—no intake, no exhaust, no
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waste? The scientists’ explanation is that
the sun creates an ash and then
‘‘positivizes the neutrals.”” But ash can-
not be made to burn again. The scientists
do not understand how the sun shines.

The colors that we can see with our
eyes are due to the diffraction of white
light, as through a prism. White light is a
combination of seven colors, and the
source of that light is the sun. Within the
sun is Vivasvan, the sun-god, who con-
trols the sun. His world is made of colors
that our eyes cannot understand. These
colors are so intense that they glow as a
pure white light that can be diffracted
into the colors we can see. So just
imagine the colors in the sun! And
Vivasvan is nothing but a jiva—a single
spiritual spark—one spark of the pure
white light of Krsna. Beyond this uni-
verse is infinite pure white light—the
brahmajyoti—which is nothing but the
effulgence of Krsna. Imagine, then, the
intense brilliance and color in Krsna’s
world—Krsna’s pastimes, Krsna’s
peacock, Krsna’s spiritual Goloka
planet!

In the Brahma-sarmhita (5.40) it is said,

vasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-kofi-
kotisv asesa-vasudhadi-vibhiiti-bhinnam

tad brahma niskalam anantam asesa-bhiitam
govindam dadi-purusarn tam aham bhajami

I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord,
who possesses the greatest power. The
glowing effulgence of His transcendental
form is the impersonal Brahman, which
is absolute, complete, and unlimited,
and which displays the varieties of
countless planets, with their various
opulences, in millions and millions of
universes.”

So the brahmajyoti, or the Brahman
effulgence, is due to Krsna’s bodily
luster. Therefore it is said here, in this
verse of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, that the
Lord is svayam-jyoti, self-effulgent. In all
the Upanisads, the essential portion of
the Vedas, God is described as jyoti, or
luminous. The impersonal philsophers
think that this effulgence is the ultimate
truth. But simply by common sense we
know that you never see a light without a
source. Take the light in this room, for
instance. It comes from a source, the
light bulb (which has form). Then, too,
the energy that produces the electricity
that causes the light ultimately comes
from the sun. So, in one sense, the light
in this room is a ‘‘reflection” of the
sun’s light. Similarly, the sun reflects the
light of the brahmajyoti, and the brahma-
Jyoti is Krsna’s bodily effulgence. In this
way you can understand Krsna as the
source of everything you see.

Also, the sun creates the cloud, which
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covers our vision of the sun itself—but
you can see the cloud only because there
is sunlight. Similarly, Krsna creates this
material nature, which blocks Him from
our vision—but the only reason you can
even see the material nature is because
Krsna is giving you consciousness to see
it, and giving it the existence to be seen.
So everything is ultimately spirit: sarvam
khalv idam brahma. Everything is Brah-
man (spirit), but some things are the
original Brahman and some things are
the by-products of Brahman.

The different uses of electricity pro-
vide a good analogy. Although electricity
itself is fiery hot, it can be made torun a
refrigerator and produce a by-product—
cold. Still, it’s all part of the science of
electricity. Similarly, when we speak of
Krsna we generally mean Krsna’s divine
form in Goloka Vrndavana, where He is

Acyutananda Svami: chipping away at the old
cliché.

accompanied by His personal associates.
But when Krspa is mentioned in the
Upanisads as Brahman or tat, yat, iti, the
words refer to Krsna and His various by-
products, down to even the material
speck. So Krsna’s energy includes every-
thing.

Krsna and His energies are also some-
thing like the sun and the sunshine. The
sun produces sunshine, which makes
trees grow. When the trees die, they are
compressed into coal. From coal smoke
one can make paint. So if you have ““The
Complete Book of the Sun,”” you’ll need
to have a chapter about paint—which
comes from coal, which comes from
trees, which come from the sunshine,
which comes from the sun. But paint is
not the sun—I don’t get a sunburn from
paint. (In fact, it has the opposite effect:
if I paint my body, I won'tget a sunburn.)

But still, paint should be included in
“The Complete Book of the Sun.”
Similarly, ‘“The Complete Book of
Krsna’’—the Srimad-Bhagavatam—de-
scribes everything about Him, including
how we can perceive Him even in this
material world. But how much we’ll per-
ceive Krsna depends on how much we
have surrendered to Him.

Ye yatha mam prapadyante tams
tathaiva bhajamy aham (Bg.4.11): de-
pending on how much you have surren-
dered to Krsna, that is how much you’ll
understand Him. If you have rebelled
against Krsna and become an animal,
you may understand Krsna only up to
the point of appreciating the moonlight:
night prowlers—they have understood
Krsna only to the point of coming out at
night. Or, if you're a moth, you’ll under-
stand Krsna in a flame or electric light.

Ye yatha mam prapadyante tams
tathaiva bhajamy aham means that ac-
cording to your devotion, that is how
Krsna will face you. So those who are
bugs can understand Krsna in light—ma-
terial light. Those who practice the Vedic
rituals for elevation to the heavenly
planets can live on the moon or the sun.
Those who are jignis (impersonalists)
can appreciate Krsna’s spiritual light. But
those who are devotees can enter into
Goloka Vrndavana, Krsna’s own planet,
where Krsna displays His full per-
sonality. There the devotees enjoy eter-
nal association with Krsna.

What the materialists cannot under-
stand is that Krsna exists simultaneously
in the spiritual and material worlds. The
Brahma-samhita (5.37) confirms this:
goloka eva nivasaty akhilatma-bhutah:
“‘He is living in Goloka, but He is still
present all over the creation. He is the
Supersoul of everything.”” When we
forget Krsna, we experience a limita-
tion—there is no center to our lives.
Everywhere we find limitation and pur-
poselessness. But when we remember
Krsna, we find that His existence has no
circumference and that the center of our
lives—Krsna—is everywhere. We feel no
limitation. Even impersonalists can
understand that there is no end to the
existence of the brahmajyoti, the spiritual
effulgence. But how can the center be
everywhere? Again, ye yatha mam prapa-
dyante: in proportion to our devotion,
Krsna will show Himself to us. But when
and how He shows Himself is completely
up to Him. He can appear to us in any
way he likes—even from within a pillar,
as He did for the great devotee Prahlada.
Prahlada was praying to Krsna in
Goloka, but at one intense point of his
devotion, he forgot about Goloka and
prayed that the Lord appear from a pillar.

(continued on page 32)



The Vedic Observer

Houston:

The Roof’s Not All That’s Sliding

by JAYADVAITA SVAMI

A short time back I spent a few days in
Houston, Texas, and while there I
visited a friend who lives near the
Astrodome, Houston’s multi-million-
dollar ultra-sophisticated sliding-roofed
stadium. Certainly impressive. But more
striking than the Astrodome, I thought,
were the places people went for enter-
tainment nearby—a shining galaxy of
bars, clubs, shops, and restaurants, all
advertising one main attraction: naked
human flesh.

They had it in all varieties—male,
female, topless, bottomless, and best of
all, the signs informed us, ‘‘Live
Onstage, Completely Naked.”” All this,
of course, in addition to the ‘‘massage
parlors™ and ‘‘executive clubs’® that
seem to have become standard features
of large cities throughout the nation.

Now, what’s interesting about this,
first of all, is that say ten years ago,
before 1 joined the Krsna consciousness
movement, such places didn’t exist—at
‘least not so openly and boldly. Of course,
there have always been places where
vulgar entertainment has been available,
but what’s relatively new is that now
these places seem to have gained an ap-
parent respectability and found a niche
as a legitimate part of modern American
culture.

What does this say about American
culture? Nothing good. Putting aside
various intriguing but peripheral issues
and getting down to the nitty-gritty, what
this trend obviously tells us is that
Americans are becoming more openly
and boldly intent upon crude bodily
pleasures. They are growing less con-
cerned with noble pursuits and are turn-
ing instead to the pursuit of raw sensual
enjoyment.

Now, our purpose here is not to work
up a frenzy of prudish self-righteousness
and call for a citizens’ campaign to clean
up America’s morals. That would be to
miss the point,

The point is that human life is meant

for self-realization, because such realiza-
tion is the special prerogative of human
beings that sets them apart from lower
animals. After all, sex is easily available
even in the lower species of life. Don’t
even common dogs and hogs enjoy the
pleasures of sex?

But dogs and hogs don’t have the in-
telligence to ask themselves what life is
all about. The dog doesn’t ask itself,
“Who am I? Why am I here? What is
the purpose of my life?”” On the con-
trary, the dog is satisfied merely if it has
enough food to eat, a place to sleep, pro-
tection from fear, and a good share of
sexual enjoyment.

But modern men are so bewildered
that although endowed with the ability to
try to understand who they are and what
life is really for, they waste their valuable
time and energy by doing something that
can only agitate their minds, distract
them from self-inquiry, and leave them
feeling empty, frustrated, cheated.

Although our modern civilization is
supposedly becoming more advanced
and progressive, in fact we are losing
sight of the higher aim of human life—
the pursuit of self-realization—and are
developing a kind of sophisticated
degradation, in which men become
hardly better than polished animals.

Why is this so? According to the Vedic
literature, one’s individual tempera-
ment—and the temperament of society
as a whole—is governed by three
qualities: goodness, passion, and ig-
norance. When one is situated in good-
ness, he develops purity and knowledge
and feels a natural sense of happiness. In
passion, one develops strong, practically
uncontrollable desires and attachments;
in passion, one endeavors intensely for
success, but inwardly feels unhappy.
And in ignorance one becomes foolish,
lazy, and mentally deranged. The
problem, then, is that we have lost touch
with how to live in goodness and pursue
real knowledge, and therefore passion

and ignorance are gradually taking over
our society, our cities, towns, and
neighborhoods, and our very lives.

The massage parlors and naked clubs
now doing a flourishing business in our
cities are sure signs that the quality of
passion is rapidly gaining ground. And
passion quickly gives way to ignorance.
Bewildered by passion and ignorance,
men think that although they have their
wives at home, by going to a naked club
they will enjoy something more. So they
spend their hard-earned money to drink
liquor and see someone’s daughter earn
a living by revealing what they could
have seen at home for free—and all they
gel more of is unsatisfied desire. How
long can we expect people to go on this
way before they become desperate,
angry, wild, and violent? The Vedic
literature warns us that if passion and ig-
norance grow too strong, men become
less than animals, and the world be-
comes less than a jungle. As we sit in our
homes with violence at our doorsteps
and the leaders of the world snarling and
barking at one another over our tv’s, can
we deny that this is true?

American culture—and human
culture throughout the world—is sinking
because it is increasingly dominated by
passion and ignorance, and therefore by
superficiality, unhappiness, greed, mad-
ness, and illusion, with no clear aim
toward knowledge and self-realization.
Without progress toward self-realization,
what is the value of human society, or
even human life itself? What is the use
of a multi-million-dollar Astrodome full
of men more interested in beer, football,
and naked bodies than in understanding
who they are?

Unless we change our priorities and
turn our attention toward spiritual
understanding, we can only expect the
qualities of passion and ignorance to
gain further ground for a world of anxi-
ety, frustration, bewilderment, and
violence. oy
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Questions People Ask
About Chanting

HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

Q. What's so special about the Hare Krsna
mantra ? Couldn’t you get the same effect by
chanting Coca-cola Coca-cola, or any
other sound, over and over again?

A. No. $11 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the in-
carnation of God who inaugurated mass
public chanting of Hare Krsna five
hundred years ago in India, said this
about the chanting of God’s names: ““My
dear Lord, You have innumerable
names, and in each name You have in-
vested all Your transcendental en-
ergies.”” In other words, by chanting and
hearing God’s holy names we're in the
presence of God Himself. And since
Krsna is the reservoir of all pleasure and
purity, the more we chant Hare Krsna
the more we feel spiritual pleasure and
cleanse our minds of material miscon-
ceptions. Could you chant Coca-cola
Coca-cola for very long without becom-
ing bored and disgusted? Hardly. But
from morning till night you can chant
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Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare, and you'll feel
newer and newer spiritual pleasure every
moment. How can this be? —the Hare
Krsna mantra is a unique kind of sound
vibration:; the namavatdra, or God’s in-
carnation in His holy names.

Q. I've been to several yoga groups that
chant Hare Krsna. Is there any difference
between their chanting and yours?

A. Yes. Many so-called gurus include the
chanting of Hare Krsna in a veritable
smorgasbord of meditation techniques,
all of which supposedly lead the medita-
tor to a realization of God as Brahman,
the impersonal ‘‘white light.”’ But in
Bhagavad-gitda God Himself emphatically
denies this idea: ‘‘There is no truth
superior to Me,”” says Lord Krsna. “‘lam
the basis of the impersonal Brahman. . ..
Those who worship My personal form

are the most perfect.”” So nondevotional
chanting of Hare Krsna is not really the
way to reach life’s ultimate goal—pure
loving devotion to Krsna, or God. There
is an old saying: ‘‘Milk touched by the
lips of a snake becomes poison.”” Beware
of snakelike “‘gurus’’ who would use the
Hare Krsna mantra for their own ends.
The chanting should be heard from the
lips of a devotee of the Lord.

The Hare Krsna mantra is actually a
spiritual call for the Lord to engage us in
His devotional service. The word Hare
addresses God’s spiritual energy, Krsna
means ‘‘the all-attractive Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead,”” and Rdma,
another name of God, means ‘‘the reser-
voir of the highest pleasure.”” In essence,
when we chant Hare Krsna we’re saying,
“0O Lord, O Energy of the Lord, please
let me serve You.”’ So unless we hear the
Hare Krsna mantra from the Lord’s pure
devotee, whose only motive is to serve



Him with love, then the sound vibration
will not have the desired effect.

Q. How does chanting Hare Krsna make
you self-realized?

A. Self-realization means finding out
who we really are and acting accordingly.
Now we’re thinking “‘I’'m an American”
or “‘I'm an Englishman™ or “‘I'm a white
male ornithologist”” or ““I'm a black
woman poet.”” All these physical and
mental designations just cover our real
identity as spiritual emanations from the
Supreme Spirit, God. By chanting Hare
Krsna we lift away these coverings and
begin to experience ourselves as pure
spirit, or consciousness—transcendental
to our body and mind and free from all
material designations. The more we
chant, the more we become attracted to
Krsna, and eventually we realize our
eternal identity as His loving servant.
This realization is self-realization in the
highest sense.

Q. Is chanting Hare Krsna a kind of
meditation? I thought meditation was
something you did silently, sitting still in a
quiet place.

A. Yes, chanting Hare Krsna is a kind of
meditation—the easiest and most effec-
tive kind for the modern age. The Vedic
scriptures advise, ‘‘Chant the holy name,
chant the holy name, chant the holy
name of God! There is no other way, no
other way, no other way to achieve spiri-
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tual perfection in the present age of
quarrel and hypocrisy.”” Of course, silent
meditation was possible thousands of
years ago, when people lived much
longer than we do and had much
stronger bodies and keener minds than
we do. But it’s not at all possible today.
Today we need the easy yet powerful
meditation of chanting Hare Krsna.
Anyone can chant Hare Krsna—any-
time, anyplace. Simply say the mantra
over and over again, pronouncing it very
distinctly and hearing it very attentively.

Q. What about the Hare Krsna devotees [
see chanting and dancing on the street? Is
that also meditation ?

A. Yes. This public chanting is a special
type of meditation called sarnkirtana—the
mass public chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra. Of all kinds of meditation,
chanting Hare Krsna is the best, and of
all ways to chant Hare Krsna, sankirtana
is the most joyous, easy, and quickly

effective. ‘*All glories to sankirtana!’

declared Lord Caitanya, and He en-
couraged His followers to chant together
publicly as much as possible. Since the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness is following directly in the dis-
ciplic succession from Lord Caitanya,
sankirtana is an important part of our ac-
tivities. From such enthusiastic glorifica-
tion of the Lord’s holy names, both the
chanters and the passersby derive im-
mense spiritual benefit.

Q. How did so many Americans take up the
chanting of Hare Krsna?

A. Twelve years ago His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
journeyed from India to give Americans
the teachings of Lord Caitanya. The
Lord’s essential teaching is that simply
by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra, any-
one can reach the highest perfection of
life—love of God, or Krsna. With com-
plete faith in the ultimate success of his
mission, Srila Prabhupada began chant-
ing Hare Krsna regularly in a small park
on New York’s Lower East Side. Gradu-
ally he attracted somie young disciples
and taught them how to chant Hare
Krsna and perform other devotional ser-
vices for the Lord. From this small
beginning, the chanting has gradually
spread to many millions of people both
here and abroad.

Q. What's the best way to start chanting
Hare Krsna?

A. As Lord Caitanya said, ‘“There are no
restrictions of time and place for chant-
ing Hare Krsna.”’ Just say the mantra
over and over, and listen carefully. You
can chant alone or with your family or
friends—or you can visit the nearest
Hare Krsna center and chant with the
devotees there. Each morning and even-
ing the devotees get together and chant,
and you’re welcome to join in. But what-
ever way you do it, simply chant Hare
Krsna and your life will be sublime. &
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On the “Scientific” Theory of Creation

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took
place during an early morning walk at
Venice Beach, Los Angeles.

Srila Prabhupada: Everything that we
see has been created—how can these
scientists claim there is no creator? They
are also created. How can they say that
there is no creator?

Devotee: They are trying to avoid their
responsibility to the creator, so they say
He doesn’t exist,

Srila Prabhupada: You can avoid the
creator, but you cannot say He doesn’t
exist. Whether or not you accept the cre-
ator’s authority is your business; but you
cannot say there is no creator. For exam-
ple, there are so many outlaws who say,
‘““We don’t want to obey the govern-
ment.”” If you don’t like the govern-
ment, that is your business. But there is
a government—you can’t deny that.
Devotee: It is just in the last few genera-
tions that the material scientists have
received so much prestige and have been
able to influence so many people with
their propaganda.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore we have to
challenge all these rascal scientists.
Devotee: You are giving us the
weapon—the transcendental knowledge
in your books.

Srila Prabhupada: If people are after
real scientific. knowledge, they have to
accept Krsna consciousness. They have
been cheated by these so-called scien-
tists. Now, if people are actually serious
to know the truth, they'll accept this
knowledge.

Devotee: The scientists say that the atom
is the source of everything.

Srila Prabhupada: And our reply is,
“You rascal. You are not coming from an
atom—you are coming from your
father.”

Devotee: ‘‘Originally,’’ they say,
“‘everything has come about from
chance atomic—""

Srila Prabhupada: ‘‘Originally!” You
do not even know where you have come
from, Why are you making theories
about the origin? There is a story about a
snake charmer. He couldn’t even catch a
harmless water snake, but he was trying
to catch a cobra. This is the scientists’
defect. The scientists are tiny, insignifi-

Ll

cant creatures, but they are saying such
big things. This is the defect of modern
science. They have no importance; still
they are saying big things. Just like the
story: the snake charmer cannot catch
even a nonpoisonous snake, and he says,
““I’ll catch a cobra.”” You have not even
understood that you are created by your
mother and father, so why do you try to
understand the original creation? These
scientists and philosophers—their only
business is to defy God. All of them are
demons.

Devotee: But they say that before the
scientific revolution—

Srila Prabhupada: It is not scientific—it
is all a rascal revolution. The scientists
cannot even answer this question: ‘‘You
are created by your father, so why
shouldn’t there be an original creator?
You have not dropped from the sky.”
Devotee: They say man came from the
monkey, the monkey came from another
animal, and originally everything came
from an atom.

Srila Prabhupada [addressing the scien-
tists]: That’s all right, but now come to
the practical issue. You are created by
your father—that you have to accept.
Similarly, everything we see —these cars,
the houses—everything was created by
someone. So how can you say there is no
creator? Everything within your ex-
perience is created by someone.
Devotee: But then who created the cre-
ator?

Srila Prabhupada: That is something we

can discuss later—but at least you have
to accept that there is a creator.
Devotee: Some scientists will agree that
there is a creative energy, but they do
not give one creator, one person, the
credit.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. For in-
stance, Mr, Ford manufactures a car, but
he does not fashion it by his own hand.
He has money—that’s his energy—and
he has to pay so many mechanics and
supervisors to create the car. But
ultimately Ford is the creator. Ford is not
personally creating all his cars, but
Ford’s money, Ford’s employees, and
Ford’s workers are creating them,
Similarly, everything is being created by
God. In Bhagavad-gita (9.10) Krsna
says,

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
Suyate sa-caracaram

hetunanena kaunteya
Jagad viparivartate

“This material nature is working under
My direction, O son of Kunti, and it is
producing all the moving and unmoving
beings. By its rule this manifestation is
created and annihilated again and
again.”’ Like Mr. Ford, Krsna has so
many working energies and assistants.
The Vedic literatures say, parasya Saktir
vividhaiva sriyate: God’s multi-energies
are doing everything automatically, But
the creator is supervising. A child may
not understand how this car is created,
but we know it is created by a person.
Everything is created by a person.
Devotee: So these scientists who don’t
accept the creator are like ignorant
children.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all. They can-
not imagine that the sky is created by a
person, the water is created by a person.
The scientists cannot do it, but that does
not mean no one can do it. I cannot
manufacture an automobile, but some-
one can. Similarly, the whole gigantic
cosmic manifestation—you cannot
imagine how it was created, but someone
has created it. We see in our practical
experience that someone has less intelli-
gence and someone else has more intelli-
gence. So we can understand that God,
the creator, has the ultimate intelli-
gence—and that He has created every-

thing, o

14 BACK TO GODHEAD




Book Section

The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

First Canto: ‘Creation’

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
The Pandavas Retire Timely

In this episode of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Anjuna (Lord Krsna's friend and the hero of Bhagavad-gita) revives his
pure Krsna consciousness and returns to the Lord’s spiritual abode. Having
heard of Lord Krsna's departure from this world, King Yudhisthira, Queen
Kunti, and the other members of the royal family then renounce everything
and follow Arjuna on the transcendental path back to Godhead.

TEXT 31
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visoko brahma-sampattya
safichinna-dvaita-samsayah

lina-prakrti-nairgunyad
alingatvad asambhavah

visokah—free from bereavement; brahma-sampattyd—by possession
of spiritual assets; safichinna—being completely cut off; dvaita-
samsayah—from the doubts of relativity; lina—merged in; prakrti—
material nature; nairgunydt—due to being in transcendence; alingat-
wit—because of being devoid of a material body; asambhavah—free
from birth and death.

TRANSLATION

Because of his possessing spiritual assets, the doubts of duality
were completely cut off. Thus he was freed from the three modes
of material nature and placed in transcendence. There was no
longer any chance of his becoming entangled in birth and death,
for he was freed from material form.

PURPORT

Doubts of duality begin from the misconception of the material bedy,
which is accepted as the self by less intelligent persons. The most foolish

| part of our ignorance is our identifying this material body with the self.

Everything in relation with the body is ignorantly accepted as our own.
Doubts due to misconceptions of myself and mine—in other words, my
body, my relatives, my property, my wife, my children, my wealth, my
oountry, my community, and hundreds and thousands of similar illusory
contemplations—cause bewilderment for the conditioned soul. By
gssimilating the instructions of the Bhagavad-gitd, one is sure to be re-
leased from such bewilderment because real knowledge is knowledge

that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visudeva, Lord Krsna, is
everything, including one’s self. Everything is a manifestation of His
potency as part and parcel. The potency and the potent are nondifferent,
so the conception of duality is at once mitigated by attainment of perfect
knowledge. As soon as Arjuna took up the instructions of the Bhagavad-
gita, expert as he was, he could at once eradicate the material conception
of Lord Krsna, his eternal friend. He could realize that the Lord was still
present before him by His instruction, by His form, by His pastimes, by
His qualities and everything else related to Him. He could realize that
Lord Krsna, his friend, was still present before him by His transcenden-
tal presence in different nondual energies, and there was no question of
attainment of the association of the Lord by another change of body
under the influence of time and space. By attainment of absolute knowl-
edge, one can be in association with the Lord constantly, even in this
present life, simply by hearing, chanting, thinking of and worshiping the
Supreme Lord. One can see Him, one can feel His presence even in this
present life simply by understanding the advaya-jfiana Lord, or the Ab-
solute Lord, through the process of devotional service, which begins with
hearing about Him. Lord Caitanya says that simply by chanting the holy
name of the Lord one can at once wash off the dust on the mirror of pure
conscicusness, and as soon as the dust is removed, one is at once freed
from all material conditions. To become free from material conditions
means to liberate the soul. As soon as one is, therefore, situated in ab-
solute knowledge, his material conception of life is removed or emerges
from a false conception of life. Thus the function of the pure soul is
revived in spiritual realization. This practical realization of the living
being is made possible due to his becoming free from the reaction of the
three modes of material nature, namely goodness, passion and ignorance.
By the grace of the Lord, a pure devotee is at once raised to the place of
the Absolute, and there is no chance of the devotee’s becoming materially
entangled again in conditioned life. One is not able to feel the presence of
the Lord in all circumstances until one is endowed with the required
transcendental vision made possible by devotional service prescribed in
the revealed scriptures. Arjuna had attained this stage long before on the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra, and when he apparently felt the absence of the
Lord, he at once took shelter of the instructions of the Bhagavad-gita,
and thus again he was placed in his original position. This is the position
of visoka, or the stage of being freed from all grief and anxieties.

TEXT 32
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nisamya bhagavan-margar
samstham yadu-kulasya ca

svah-pathaya matirh cakre
nibhrtatma yudhisthirah
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[Canto 1, Ch. 15

nisamya—deliberating; bhagavat—regarding the Lord; margam—
the ways of His appearance and disappearance; saristham—end; yadu-
kulasya—of the dynasty of King Yadu; ca—also; svah—the abode of the
Lord; pathaya—on the way of; matim—desire; cakre—gave attention;
nibhrta-datma—lonely and alone; yudhisthirah—King Yudhisthira.

TRANSLATION

Upon hearing of Lord Krsna’s returning to His abode, and upon
understanding the end of the Yadu dynasty’s earthly manifesta-
tion, Maharaja Yudhisthira decided to go back home, back to God-
head.

PURPORT

Maharaja Yudhisthira also turned his attention to the instructions of
the Bhagavad-gita after hearing about the Lord’s departure from the
vision of earthly people. He began to deliberate on the Lord’s way of ap-
pearance and departure. The mission of the Lord’s appearance and disap-
pearance in the mortal universe is completely dependent on His supreme
will. He is not forced to appear or disappear by any superior energy, as
the living beings appear and disappear, being forced by the laws of
nature. Whenever the Lord likes, He can appear Himself from anywhere
and everywhere without disturbing His appearance and disappearance in
any other place. He is like the sun. The sun appears and disappears on its
own accord at any place without disturbing its presence in other places.
The sun appears in the morning in India without disappearing from the
western hemisphere. The sun is present everywhere and anywhere all
over the solar system, but it so appears that in a particular place the sun
appears in the morning and also disappears at some fixed time in the
evening. The time limitation even of the sun is of no concern, and so
what to speak of the Supreme Lord who is the creator and controller of
the sun. Therefore, in the Bhagavad-gita it is stated that anyone who
factually understands the transcendental appearance and disappearance
of the Lord by His inconceivable energy becomes liberated from the laws
of birth and death and is placed in the eternal spiritual sky where the
Vaikuntha planets are. There such liberated persons can eternally live
without the pangs of birth, death, old age and disease. In the spiritual sky
the Lord and those who are eternally engaged in the transcendental lov-
ing service of the Lord are all eternally young because there is no old age
and disease and there is no death. Because there is no death there is no
birth. It is concluded, therefore, that simply by understanding the Lord’s
appearance and disappearance in truth, one can attain the perfectional
stage of eternal life. Therefore, Maharaja Yudhisthira also began to con-
sider going back to Godhead. The Lord appears on the earth or any other
mortal planet along with His associates who live with Him eternally, and
the members of the Yadu family who were engaged in supplementing the
pastimes of the Lord are no other than His eternal associates, and so also
Mahiraja Yudhisthira and his brothers and mother, etc. Since the ap-
pearance and disappearance of the Lord and His eternal associates are
transcendental, one should not be bewildered by the external features of
appearance and disappearance.

TEXT 33
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prthapy anusrutya dhanaﬁjayo&itan’t
nasar yadindm bhagavad-gatim ca tam
ekanta-bhaktya bhagavaty adhoksaje

nivesitdtmoparardma samsrteh

prtha—Kunti; api—also; anusrutya—overhearing; dhanafijaya—
Arjuna; uditam—uttered by; nasam—end; yaditnam—of the Yadu
dynasty; bhagavat—of the Personality of Godhead; gatim—disap-
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pearance; ca—also; tam—all those; eka-anta—unalloyed; bhaklyi—
devotion; bhagavati—unto the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna; adhoksaje—
transcendence; nivesita-atmd—with full attention; upararama—became -
released from; samsrteh—material existence.

TRANSLATION

Kunti, after overhearing Arjuna’s telling of the end of the Yadu
dynasty and disappearance of Lord Krsna, engaged in the devo:
tional service of the transcendental Personality of Godhead with
full attention and thus gained release from the course of material
existence.

PURPORT

The setting of the sun does not mean the end of the sun. It means thal
the sun is out of our sight. Similarly, the end of the mission of the Lord
on a particular planet or universe only means that He is out of our sight.~
The end of the Yadu dynasty also does not mean that it is annihilated. It
disappears, along with the Lord, out of our sight. As Maharj
Yudhisthira decided to prepare to go back to Godhead, so also Kunli
decided, and thus she fully engaged herself in the transcendental deyo:
tional service of the Lord which guarantees one a passport for going back
to Godhead after quitting this present material body. The beginning of
devotional service to the Lord is the beginning of spiritualizing the pres:
ent body, and thus an unalloyed devotee of the Lord loses all material
contact in the present body. The abode of the Lord is not a myth, asis
thought by the unbelievers or ignorant people, but one cannot reach
there by any material means like a sputnik or space capsule. But one can
certainly reach there after leaving this present body, and one must pre-
pare himself to go back to Godhead by practicing devotional service. That
guarantees a passport for going back to Godhead, and Kunti adopted it.

TEXT 34
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yayaharad bhuvo bhararm
tam tanurm vijahdv ajah

kantakam kantakeneva
dvayarh capisituh samam

yayd—that by which; aharat—took away; bhuvah—of the world;
bharam—burden: tam—that; tanum—body; vijahau—relinquished; |
ajah—the unborn; kantakam—thorn; kantakena—by the thorn; o=
like that; dvayam—both; ca—also; api—although; isituh—controlling
samam—equal.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Unborn, Lord Sri Krsna, caused the members of
the Yadu dynasty to relinquish their bodies, and thus He relieved
the burden of the world. This action was like picking out a thorn-
with a thorn, though both are the same to the controller.

PURPORT

. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura suggests that the rsis like
Saunaka and others who were hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam from Sia:
Gosvami at Naimigaranya were not happy to hear about the Yadu’s dying.
in the madness of intoxication. To give them relief from this mentl"
agony, Siita Gosvami assured them that the Lord caused the members o
the Yadu dynasty to relinquish their bodies by which they had to take
away the burden of the world. The Lord and His eternal associates af-
peared on earth to help the administrative demigods in eradicating the
burden of the world. He therefore called for some of the confidentid
demigods to appear in the Yadu family and serve Him in His great mis-
sion. After the mission was fulfilled, the demigods, by the will of the
Lord, relinquished their corporeal bodies by fighting amongst themselyes
in the madness of intoxication. The demigods are accustomed to drinking}
the soma-rasa beverage, and therefore the drinking of wine and intoxi:
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cation are not unknown to them. Sometimes they were put into trouble
for indulging in intoxication. Once the sons of Kuvera fell in the wrath
of Narada for being intoxicated, but afterwards they regained their
original forms by the grace of the Lord Sri Krsna. We shall find this story
in the Tenth Canto. For the Supreme Lord, both the asuras and the
demigods are equal, but the demigods are obedient to the Lord, whereas
the asuras are not. Therefore, the example of picking out a thorn by
another thorn is quite beﬁlting. One thorn, which causes pinpricks on
the leg of the Lord, is certainly disturbing to the Lord, and the other
thorn, which takes out the disturbing elements, certainly gives service to
the Lord. So although every living being is a part and parcel of the Lord,
still one who is a pinprick to the Lord is called an asura, and one whois a
voluntary servitor of the Lord is called a devata, or demigod. In the ma-
terial world the devatds and asuras are always contending, and the
devatas are always saved from the hands of the asuras by the Lord. Both
of them are under the control of the Lord. The world is full of two kinds
of living beings, and the Lord’s mission is always to protect the devatds
and destroy the asuras, whenever there is such a need in the world, and

to do good to both of them.

TEXT 35
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yathd matsyadi-rapani
dhatte jahyad yatha natah
bhi-bharah ksapito yena

jahau tac ca kalevaram

yatha—as much as; matsya-ddi—incarnation as a fish, etc.; rapani—
forms; dhatte—eternally accepts; jahydt—apparently relinquishes;
yatha—exactly like; natah—magician; bhi-bharah—burden of the
world; Fsapitah—relieved; yena—by which; jahau—let go; tat—that;
ca—also; kalevaram—body.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Lord relinquished the body which He manifested
to diminish the burden of the earth. Just like a magician, He relin-
quishes one body to accept different ones, like the fish incarnation
and others,

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord Personality of Godhead is neither impersonal nor
formless, but His body is nondifferent from Him, and therefore He is
known as the embodiment of eternity, knowledge and bliss. In the
Brhad-vaisnava Tantra it is clearly mentioned that anyone who con-
siders the form of Lord Krsna to be made of material energy must be
ostracized by all means. And if by chance the face of such an infidel is
seen, one must clean himself by jumping in the river with his clothing.
The Lord is described as amrta, or deathless, because He has no material
body. Under the circumstances, the Lord’s dying or quitting His body is
like the jugglery of a magician. The magician shows by his tricks that he
18 cut to pieces, burnt to ashes or made unconscious by hypnotic in-
fluences, but all are false shows only. Factually the magician himself is
neither burnt to ashes nor cut to pieces, nor is he dead or un-
conscious at any stage of his magical demonstration. Similarly, the Lord
has His eternal forms of unlimited variety, of which the fish incarnation,
as was exhibited within this universe, is also one. Because there are in-
numerable universes, somewhere or other the fish incarnation must be
manifesting His pastimes without cessation. In this verse, the particular
word dhatte, eternally accepted, {and not the word dhatva, accepted for
the occasion) is used. The idea is that the Lord does not create the fish in-
carnation; He eternally has such a form, and the appearance and disap-
pearance of such an incarnation serves particular purposes. In the
Bhagavad-gita (7.24-25) the Lord says, “The impersonalists think that

I have no form, that I am formless, but that at present I have accepted
a form to serve a purpose, and now I am manifested. But such specula-
tors are factually without sharp intelligence. Though they may be good
scholars in the Vedic literatures, they are practically ignorant of My in-
conceivable energies and My eternal forms of personality. The reason is
that I reserve the power of not being exposed to the nondevotees by My
mystic curtain. The less intelligent fools are therefore unaware of My
eternal form, which is never to be vanquished and is unborn.” In the
Padma Purana it is said that those who are envious and always angry at
the Lord are unfit to know the actual and eternal form of the Lord. In the
Bhagavatam also it is said that the Lord appeared like a thunderbolt to
those who were wrestlers. éiéupﬁla, at the time of being killed by the
Lord, could not see Him as Krsna, being dazzled by the glare of the
brahmajyoti. Therefore, the temporary manifestation of the Lord as a
thunderbolt to the wrestlers appointed by Karhsa, or the glaring ap-
pearance of the Lord before Sisupila, was relinquished by the Lord, but
the Lord as a magician is eternally existent and is never vanquished in
any circumstance. Such forms are temporarily shown to the asuras only,
and when such exhibitions are withdrawn, the asuras think that the Lord
is no more existent, just as the foolish audience thinks the magician to be
burnt to ashes or cut to pieces. The conclusion is that the Lord has no
material body, and therefore He is never to be killed or changed by His
transcendental body.
TEXT 36
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yada mukundo bhagavin imarm mahim
jahau sva-tanvd Sravaniya-sat-kathah

taddhar evaprati-buddha-cetasam
abhadra-hetuh kalir anvavartata

yadd—when; mukundah—Lord Krsna; bhagavan—the Personality
of Godhead; imam —this; mahim —earth; jahau—left; sva-tanva—with
His selfsame body; sravaniya-sat-kathah—hearing about Him is worth-
while; tadd—at that time; ahah eva—from the very day; aprati-
buddha-cetasam—of those whose minds are not sufficiently developed;
abhadra-hetuh—cause of all ill fortune; kalih anvavartata—Kali fully
manifested.

TRANSLATION

When the Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna, left this earthly
planet in His selfsame form, from that very day Kali, who had
already partially appeared, became fully manifest to create in-
auspicious conditions for those who are endowed with a poor fund
of knowledge.

PURPORT

The influence of Kali can be enforced only upon those who are not
fully developed in God consciousness. One can neutralize the effects of
Kali by keeping oneself fully under the supreme care of the Personality
of Godhead. The age of Kali ensued just after the Battle of Kuruksetra,
but it could not exert its influence because of the presence of the Lord.
The Lord, however, left this earthly planet in His own transcendental
body, and as soon as He left, the symptoms of the Kali-yuga, as were en-
visioned by Maharaja Yudhisthira prior to Arjuna’s arrival from
Dvaraka, began to manifest, and Maharaja Yudhisthira rightly conjec-
tured on the departure of the Lord from the earth. As we have already
explained, the Lord left our sight just as when the sun sets it is out of our
sight.

TEXT 37
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yudhisthiras tat parisarpanam budhah
pure ca rastre ca grhe tathdtmani

vibhavya lobhanrta-jihma-himsanady-
adharma-cakrarh gamanaya paryadhat

yudhisthirah—Maharaja Yudhisthira; tat—that; parisarpanam—ex-
pansion; budhah—thoroughly experienced; pure—in the capital; ca—as
also; rastre—in the state; ca—and; grhe—at home; tatha—as also;
atmani—in person; vibhavya—observing; lobha—avarice; anrta—
untruth; jihma—diplomacy; himsana-adi—violence, envy; adharma—
irreligion; cakram—a vicious circle; gamanaya—for departure;

paryadhat—dressed himself accordingly.

TRANSLATION

Maharaja Yudhisthira was intelligent enough to understand the
influence of the age of Kali, characterized by increasing avarice,
falsehood, cheating and violence throughout the capital, state,
home and among individuals. So he wisely prepared himself to
leave home, and he dressed accordingly.

PURPORT

The present age is influenced by the specific qualities of Kali.
Since the days of the Battle of Kuruksetra, about 5,000 years ago, the
influence of the age of Kali began manifesting, and from authentic
scriptures it is learned that the age of Kali is still to run on for 427,000
years. The symptoms of the Kali-yuga, as mentioned above, namely
avarice, falsehood, diplomacy, cheating, nepotism, violence and all such
things, are already in vogue, and no one can imagine what is going to
happen gradually with further increase of the influence of Kali till the
day of annihilation. We have already come to know that the influence of
the age of Kali is meant for godless so-called civilized man; those
who are under the protection of the Lord have nothing to fear from
this horrible age. Mahardja Yudhisthira was a great devotee of the Lord,
and there was no necessity of his being afraid of the age of Kali, but he
preferred to retire from active household life and prepare himself to go
back home, back to Godhead. The Pandavas are eternal companions of
the Lord, and therefore they are more interested in the company of the
Lord than anything else. Besides that, being an ideal king, Maharaja
Yudhisthira wanted to retire just to set an example for others. As soon as
there is some young fellow to look after the household affairs, one should
at once retire from family life to uplift oneself to spiritual realization.
One should not rot in the dark well of household life till one is dragged
out by the will of Yamaraja. Modern politicians should take lessons from
Mahardja Yudhisthira about voluntary retirement from active life and
should make room for the younger generation. Also retired old gentle-
men should take lessons from him and leave home for spiritual realiza-
tion before forcefully dragged away to meet death.

TEXT 38
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sva-rat pautrarm vinayinam
datmanah susamarh gunaih

toya-nivydh patirh bhimer
abhyasiricad gajahvaye

sva-rit—the emperor; pautram—unto the grandson; vinayinam—
properly trained; atmanah—his own self; su-samam—equal in all

respects; gunaih—by the qualities; toya-nivyah—bordered by the
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_other living beings. Because everyone was happy in all respects, there

seas; patim—master; bhimeh—of the land; abhyasificat—enthroned;
gajahvaye—in the capital of Hastinapura.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, in the capital of Hastinapura, he enthroned his
grandson, who was trained and equally qualified, as the emperor
and master of all land bordered by the seas.

PURPORT

The total land on the earth bordered by the seas was under the sub:
jugation of the King nf Hastindpura. Maharaja Yudhisthira trained his
grandson, Maharaja Pariksit, who was equally qualified, in state ad: _
ministration in terms of the king’s obligation to the citizens. Thus
Pariksit was enthroned on the seat of Maharaja Yudhisthira prior to his
departure back to Godhead. Concerning Mahiréja Pariksit, the specific
word used, vinayinam, is significant. Why was the King of Hastinapura, -
at least till the time of Maharaja Pariksit, accepted as the Emperor of the
world? The only reason is that the people of the world were happy he:
cause of the good administration of the Emperor. The happiness of the
citizens was due to the ample production of natural produce such s
grains, fruits, milk, herbs, valuable stones, minerals and everything lhal
the people needed. They were even free from all bodily miseries
anxieties of mind, and disturbances caused by natural phenomena and

was no resentment, although there were sometimes battles between the
state kings for political reasons and supremacy. Everyone was trained o
attain the highest goal of life. and therefore the people were also en-
lightened enough not to quarrel over trivialities. The influence of the age
of Kali gradually infiltrated the good qualities of both the kings and the
citizens, and therefore a tense situation developed between the ruler and *
the ruled, but still even in this age of disparity between the ruler and the
ruled, there can be spiritual emolument and God consciousness, That isa
special prerogative.

TEXT 39
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mathurayam tatha vajram
§arasena-patim tatah
prajapatydam niriapyestim
agnin apibad Svarah

mathurdyam—at Mathuri; tatha—also; vajram—Vajra; Sarasend- |
patim—King of the Sirasenas; tatah—thereafter; prajapatyam—
Prajapatya sacrifice; nirapya—having performed; istim—goal; agnin—
fire; apibat—placed in himself; ©$varah—capable.

TRANSLATION

Then he posted Vajra, the son of Aniruddha [grandson of Lord
Krsnal, at Mathura as the King of Sirasena. Afterwards Mahiraja
Yudhisthira performed a Prajapatya sacrifice and placed in himself
the fire for quitting household life. '

PURPORT _‘

Mahirija Yudhisthira, after placing Maharaja Pariksit on the imperial
throne of Hastinapura, and after posting Vajra, the great-grandson of
Lord Krsna, as the King of Mathura, accepted the renounced order of
life. The system of four orders of life and four castes in terms of quality
and work, known as varpdsrama-dharma, is the beginning of real
human life, and Maharaja Yudhisthira, as the protector of this system of
human activities, timely retired from active life as a sannydasi, handing
over the charge of the administration to a trained prince, Maharija
Pariksit. The scientific system of wvarndsrama-dharma divides the
human life into four divisions of occupation and four orders of life, The
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four orders of life as brahmacari, grhastha, vanaprastha and sannydasi
are to be followed by all, irrespective of the occupational division.
Modern politicians do not wish to retire from active life, even if they are
old enough, but Yudhisthira Maharaja, as an ideal king, voluntarily
retired from active administrative life to prepare himself for the next
life. Everyone’s life must be so arranged that the last stage of life, say at
least the last fifteen to twenty years prior to death, can be absolutely de-
voted to the devotional service of the Lord to attain the highest perfec-
tion of life. It is really foolishness to engage oneself all the days of one’s
life in material enjoyment and fruitive activities, because as long as the
mind remains absorbed in fruitive work for material enjoyment, there is
no chance of getting out from conditioned life, or material bondage. No
‘one should follow the suicidal policy of neglecting one’s supreme task of
© attaining the highest perfection of life, namely going back home, back to
| Godhead.

figss & 9 o qroTeRe |
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visrjya tatra tat sarvari

- dukila-valayadikam

nirmamo nirhankarah
saichinnasesa-bandhanah

visrfya—relinquishing; tatra—all those; tat—that; sarvam—every-
thing; dukila—belt; valaya-adikam—and bangles; nirmamah—unin-
| terested; nirahankdrah—unattached; safichinna—perfectly cut off;
aiesa-bandhanah—unlimited attachment.

TRANSLATION

Mahdraja Yudhisthira at once relinquished all his garments, belt
‘and ornaments of the royal order and became completely disin-
| terested and unattached to everything.

PURPORT

To become purified of material contamination is the necessary
y _'.fq'haliﬁmtiun for becoming one of the associates of the Lord. No one can
become an associate of the Lord or can go back to Godhead without such
purification. Mahardja Yudhisthira, therefore, to become spiritually
Pure. at once gave up his royal opulence, relinquishing his royal dress
and garments. The kasaya, or saffron loincloth of a sannydsi, indicates
freedom from all attractive material garments, and thus he changed his

‘dress accordingly. He became disinterested in his kingdom and family
 and thus became free from all material contamination, or material desig-
‘mation. Peaple are generally attached to various kinds of designations—
- the designations of family, society, country, occupation, wealth, position
i and many others. As long as one is attached to such designations, he is
‘oonsidered materially impure. The so-called leaders of men in the
~ modern age are attached by national consciousness, but they do not know
that such false consciousness is also another designation of the materially
conditioned soul; one has to relinquish such designations before one can
hecome eligible to go back to Godhead. Foolish people adore such men
‘who die in national consciousness, but here is an example of Maharaja
Yudhisthira, a royal king who prepared himself to leave this world with-
out such national consciousness. And yet he is remembered even today

cause he was a great pious king, almost on the same level with the Per-
sondlity of Godhead Sri Rama. And because people of the world were
inated by such pious kings, they were happy in all respects, and it
quite possible for such great emperors to rule the world.

TEXT 41
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vacari juhdva manasi
tat prana itare ca tam
mrtydv apanarm solsargam
tar paficatve hy ajohavit

vdcam—speeches; juhdva—relinquished; manasi—into the mind; tat
prane—mind into breathing; itare ca—other senses also; tam—into
that; mrtyau—into death; apanam—breathing; sa-utsargam—with all
dedication; tam—that; paficatve—into the body made of five elements;
hi—certainly; ajohavit—amalgamated it.

TRANSLATION

Then he amalgamated all the sense organs into the mind, then
the mind into life, life into breathing, his total existence into the
embodiment of the five elements, and his body into death. Then,
as pure self, he became free from the material conception of life.

PURPORT

Mahirdja Yudhisthira, like his brother Arjuna, began to concentrate
and gradually became freed from all material bondage. First he concen-
trated all the actions of the senses and amalgamated them into the mind,
or in other words he turned his mind toward the transcendental service
of the Lord. He prayed that since all material activities are performed by
the mind in terms of actions and reactions of the material senses, and
since he was going back to Godhead, the mind would wind up its material
activities and be turned towards the transcendental service to the Lord.
There was no longer a need for material activities. Actually the activities
of the mind cannot be stopped, for they are the reflection of the eternal
soul, but the quality of the activities can be changed from matter to the
transcendental service of the Lord. The material color of the mind is
changed when one washes it from contaminations of life-breathing and
thereby frees it from the contamination of repeated births and deaths
and situates it in pure spiritual life. All is manifested by the temporary
embodiment of the material body, which is a production of the mind at
the time of death, and if the mind is purified by practice of transcenden-
tal loving service to the Lord and is constantly engaged in the service of
the lotus feet of the Lord, there is no more chance of the mind’s produc-
ing another material body after death. It will be freed from absorption in

material contamination, The pure soul will be able to return home, back
to Godhead.

TEXT 42
<} gIN T e SRigi: |
AT IRNTAIRAATTY 18RIl

tritve hutva ca paficatvari
tac caikatve ‘juhon munih
sarvam datmany ajuhavid
brahmany atmanam avyaye

tritve—into the three qualities; hutvdi—having offered; ca—also;
panicatvamn—five elements; tat—that; ca—also; ekatve—in one ne-
science; ajuhot—amalgamated; munih—the thoughtful; sarvam—the
sum total; dtmani—in the soul; ajuhavit—fixed; brahmani—unto the
spirit; atmdnam—the soul; avyaye—unto the inexhaustible.

TRANSLATION

Thus annihilating the gross body of five elements into the three
qualitative modes of material nature, he merged them in one ne-
science and then absorbed that nescience in the self, Brahman,
which is inexhaustible in all circumstances.

PURPORT

All that is manifested in the material world is the product of the
mahat-tattva-avyakta, and things that are visible in our material vision
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are nothing but combinations and permutations of such variegated ma-
terial products. But the living entity is different from such material
products. It is due to the living entity’s forgetfulness of his eternal
nature as eternal servitor of the Lord, and his false conception of be-
ing a so-called lord of the material nature, that he is obliged to enter into
the existence of false sense enjoyment. Thus a concomitant generation of
material energies is the principal cause of the mind’s being materially
affected. Thus the gross body of five elements is produced. Maharija
Yudhisthira reversed the action and merged the five elements of the
body in the three modes of material nature. The qualitative distinction of
the body as being good, bad or mediocre is extinguished, and again the
qualitative manifestations become merged in the material energy, which
is produced from a false sense of the pure living being. When one is thus
inclined to become an associate of the Supreme Lord, the Personality of
Godhead, in one of the innumerable planets of the spiritual sky, es-
pecially in Goloka Vrndavana, one has to think always that he is different
from the material energy; he has nothing to do with it, and he has to
realize himself as pure spirit, Brahman, qualitatively equal with the
Supreme Brahman (Paramesvara). Mahardja Yudhisthira, after dis-
tributing his kingdom to Pariksit and Vajra, did not think himself Em-
peror of the world or head of the Kuru dynasty. This sense of freedom
from material relations, as well as freedom from the material encage-
ment of the gross and subtle encirclement, makes one free to act as the
servitor of the Lord, even though one is in the material world. This stage
is called the jivanmukta stage, or the liberated stage, even in the material
world. That is the process of ending material existence. One must not
only think that he is Brahman, but must act like Brahman. One who only
thinks himself Brahman is an impersonalist. And one who acts like Brah-
man is the pure devotee.

TEXT 43
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cira-vasa niraharo
baddha-van mukta-mirdhajah
darsayann dtmano ripar
Jadonmatta-pisacavat
anaveksamdno niragad

asrnvan badhiro yatha

cira-vasah—accepted torn clothing; nirahdrah—gave up all solid
foodstuff; baddha-vak—stopped talking; mukta-mirdhajah—untied his
hair; dar§ayan—began to show; dtmanah—of himself; riapam—bodily
features; jada—inert; unmatta—mad; pisaca-vat—just like an urchin;
anaveksamanah—without  waiting for; niragat—was situated;
asrnvan—without hearing; badhirah—just like a deaf man; yatha—as
if.

TRANSLATION

After that, Maharaja Yudhisthira dressed himself in torn
clothing, gave up eating all solid foods, voluntarily became dumb
and let his hair hang loose. All this combined to make him look
like an urchin or madman with no occupation. He did not depend
on his brothers for anything. And, just like a deaf man, he heard

nothing.

PURPORT

Thus being freed from all external affairs, he had nothing to do with
imperial life or family prestige, and for all practical purposes he posed
himself exactly like an inert mad urchin and did not speak of material
affairs. He had no dependence on his brothers, who had all along been
helping him. This stage of complete independence from everything is
also called the purified stage of fearlessness.
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TEXT 44
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udicir pravivesasan
gata-parvarm mahdatmabhih

hrdi brahma parari dhydyan
navarteta yato gatah

udicim—the northern side; pravivesa-aéam—those who wanted to
enter there; gata-pirvam—the path accepted by his forefathers; maha-
atmabhih—by the broad-minded; hrdi—within the heart; brahma—the
Supreme; param—Godhead; dhydyan—constantly thinking of; na
avarteta—passed his days; yatah—wherever; gatah—went.

TRANSLATION |

He then started towards the North, treading the path acceptedhby
his forefathers and great men, to devote himself completely to the
thought of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And he lived in
that way wherever he went.

PURPORT

It is understood from this verse that Maharaja Yudhisthira followedin
the footsteps of his forefathers and the great devotees of the Lord. We
have discussed many times before that the system of varndsrama:
dharma, as it was strictly followed by the inhabitants of the world;
specifically by those who inhabited the Aryavarta province of the world,
emphasizes the importance of leaving all household connections at a cer- |
tain stage of life. The training and education was so imparted, and thusa -
respectable person like Maharaja Yudhisthira had to leave all family con-
nection for self-realization and going back to Godhead. No king or re-
spectable gentleman would continue family life till the end, because that
was considered suicidal and against the interest of the perfection df
human life. In order to be free from all family encumbrances and devote
oneself cent percent in the devotional service of Lord Krsna, this system
is always recommended for everyone because it is the path of authority,
The Lord instructs in the Bhagavad-gita (18.62) that one must becomes
devotee of the Lord at least at the last stage of one’s life. A sincere soul of
the Lord like Maharaja Yudhisthira must abide by this instruction of the
Lord for his own interest. |

The specific words brahma param indicate Lord Sri Krsna. This is cor-
roborated in the Bhagavad-gita (10.13) by Arjuna with reference to
great authorities like Asita, Devala, Narada and Vyasa. Thus Maharija®
Yudhisthira, while leaving home for the North, constantly remembered ‘
Lord Sri Krsna within himself, following in the footsteps of his"
forefathers as well as the great devotees of all times.

TEXT 45
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sarve tam anunirjagmur
bhratarah krta-niScaydah

kalinadharma-mitrena
drstva sprstah praja bhuvi

sarve—all his younger brothers; tam—him; anunirjagmuh—ll
home by following the elder; bhratarah—brothers; krta-niscayih—
decidedly; kalina—by the age of Kali; adharma—principle of ir
religion; mitrena—by the friend; drstvd—observing; sprstah—havinz®
overtaken; prajah—all citizens; bhuvi—on the earth.

TRANSLATION

The younger brothers of Maharaja Yudhisthira observed thi
the age of Kali had already arrived throughout the world and tha*
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the citizens of the kingdom were already affected by irreligious
practice. Therefore they decided to follow in the footsteps of their
elder brother.

PURPORT

The younger brothers of Maharaja Yudhisthira were already obedient
followers of the great Emperor, and they had sufficiently been trained to
know the ultimate goal of life. They therefore decidedly followed their
eldest brother in rendering devotional service to Lord Sri Krsna. Accord-
ing to the principles of sandtana-dharma, one must retire from family
life after half the duration of life is finished and must engage himself in
‘self-realization. But the question of engaging oneself is not always
decided. Sometimes retired men are bewildered about how to engage
themselves for the last days of life. Here is a decision by authorities like
the Pandavas. All of them engaged themselves in favorably culturing the
“devotional service of the Lord Sgi Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. According to Svami Sridhara, dharma, artha, kdma and
“moksa, or fruitive activities, philosophical speculations and salvation, as
conceived by several persons, are not the ultimate goal of life. They are
‘more or less practiced by persons who have no information of the ulti-
‘mate goal of life. The ultimate goal of life is already indicated by the
Lord Himself in the Bhagavad-gita (18.64), and the Pandavas were in-
‘telligent enough to follow it without hesitation.

TEXT 46
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te sadhu-krta-sarvartha
jRatvatyantikam atmanah

manasd dhdarayam asur
vaikuntha-caranambujam

te—all of them; sadhu-krta—having performed everything worthy of
‘asaint; sarva-arthah—that which includes everything worthy; jAatva—
knowing it well; atyantikam—the ultimate; atmanah—of the living
being;  manasi—within the mind; dharayam asuh—sustained;
ikuntha—the Lord of the spiritual sky; carana-ambujam—the lotus
leet.

TRANSLATION

They all had performed all the principles of religion and as a
result rightly decided that the lotus feet of the Lord Sri Krsna are
the supreme goal of all. Therefore they meditated upon His feet
without interruption.

PURPORT

In the Bhagavad-gita (7.28) the Lord says that only those who have
“done pious deeds in previous lives and have become freed from the
. results of all impious acts can concentrate upon the lotus feet of the
Supreme Lord Sr1 Krsna. The Pandavas, not only in this life but also in
their previous lives, had always performed the supreme pious work, and
“thus they are ever free from all the reactions of impious work. It is quite
reasonable, therefare, that they concentrated their minds upon the lotus
?eel. of the Supreme Lord Sr1 Krsna. According to Sri Viévanitha
Cakravarti, dharma, artha, kama and moksa principles are accepted by
* persons who are not free from the results of impious action. Such persons
affected with the contaminations of the above four principles cannot at
- onee aceept the lotus feet of the Lord in the spiritual sky. The Vaikuntha
Lze':ﬂoﬂd 15 situated far beyond the material sky. The material sky is under
-?!hii_'management of Durga Devi, or the material energy of the Lord, but
- the Vaikuntha world is managed by the personal energy of the Lord.

TEXTS 47-48
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tad-dhydnodriktaya bhaktya
vifuddha-dhisanah pare

tasmin ndardayana-pade
ekanta-matayo gatim

avapur duravapam te
asadbhir visayatmabhih

vidhitta-kalmasa sthanar
virajendtmanaiva hi

tat—that; dhydna—positive meditation; utriktaya—being freed
from; bhaktya—by a devotional attitude; viSuddha—purified;
dhisanah—by intelligence; pare—unto the transcendence; tasmin—in
that; nardyana—the Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna; pade—unto the
lotus feet; ekanta-matayah—of those who are fixed in the Supreme, who
is one; gatim—destination; avdpuh—attained; duravdpam—very dif-
ficult to obtain; te—by them; asadbhih—by the materialists; visaya-
atmabhih—absorbed in material needs; wvidhita—washed off;
kalmasah—material contaminations; sthanam—abode; virajena —with-
out material passion; atmana eva—by the selfsame body; hi—certainly.

TRANSLATION

Thus by pure consciousness due to constant devotional
remembrance, they attained the spiritual sky, which is ruled over
by the Supreme Narayana, Lord Krsna. This is attained only by
those who meditate upon the one Supreme Lord without deviation.
This abode of the Lord Sri Krsna, known as Goloka Vrndivana,
cannot be attained by persons who are absorbed in the material
conception of life. But the Pandavas, being completely washed of
all material contamination, attained that abode in their very same

bodies.

PURPORT

According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, a person freed from the three modes
of material qualities, namely goodness, passion and ignorance, and situ-
ated in transcendence can reach the highest perfection of life without
change of body. Srila Sanatana Gosvami in his Hari-bhakti-vilasa says
that a person, whatever he may be, can attain the perfection of a twice-
born brahmana by undergoing the spiritual disciplinary actions under
the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, exactly as a chemist can turn
gun metal into gold by chemical manipulation. It is therefore the actual
guidance that matters in the process of becoming a brahmana, even
without change of body, or in going back to Godhead without change of
body. Srila Jiva Gosvami remarks that the word “hi’’ used in this connec-
tion positively affirms this truth, and there is no doubt about this factual
position. The Bhagavad-gita (14.26) also affirms this statement of Srila
Jiva Gosvami when the Lord says that anyone who executes devotional
service systematically without deviation can attain the perfection of
Brahman by surpassing the contamination of the three modes of material
nature, and when the Brahman perfection is still more advanced by the
selfsame execution of devotional service, there is no doubt at all that one
can attain the supreme spiritual planet, Goloka Vrndavana, without
change of body, as we have already discussed in connection with the
Lord’s returning to His abode without a change of body.

TEXT 49
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viduro 'pi parityajya
prabhase deham dtmanah
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krsndvesena tac-cittah
pitrbhih sva-ksayam yayau

vidurah—Vidura (the uncle of Maharaja Yudhisthira); api—also;
parityajya—after quitting the body; prabhdse—in the place of
pilgrimage at Prabhasa; deham datmanah—his body; krsna—the Per-
sonality of Godhead; dveserna—being absorbed in that thought; tat—his;
cittah—thoughts and actions; pitrbhih—along with the residents of
Pitrloka; sva-ksayam—his own abode; yayau—departed.

TRANSLATION
Vidura, while on pilgrimage, left his body at Prabhasa. Because
he was absorbed in thought of Lord Krsna, he was received by the
denizens of Pitrloka planet, where he returned to his original post.

PURPORT

The difference between the Pindavas and Vidura is that the Pandavas
are eternal associates of the Lord, the Personality of Godhead, whereas
Vidura is one of the administrative demigods in charge of the Pitrloka
planet and is known as Yamardja. Men aze afraid of Yamarija because it
is he only who awards punishment to the miscreants of the material
world, but those who are devotees of the Lord have nothing to fear from
him. To the devotees he is a cordial friend, but to the nondevotees he is
fear personified. As we have already discussed, it is understood that
Yamarija was cursed by Mandika Muni to be degraded as a $idra, and
therefore Vidura was an incarnation of Yamarija. As an eternal servitor
of the Lord, he displayed his devotional activities very ardently and lived
a life of a pious man, so much so that a materialistic man like Dhrtarastra
also got salvation by his instruction. So by his pious activities in the devo-
tional service of the Lord he was abie to always remember the lotus feet
of the Lord, and thus he became washed of all contamination of a
Sudra-born life. At the end he was again received by the denizens of
Pitrloka and posted in his original position. The demigods are also asso-
ciates of the Lord without personal touch, whereas the direct associates of
the Lord are in constant personal touch with Him. The Lord and His per-
sonal associates incarnate in many universes without cessation. The Lord
remembers them all, whereas the associates forget due to their being
very minute parts and parcels of the Lord; they are apt to forget such in-
cidents due to being infinitesimal. This is corroborated in the Bhagavad-
gita (4.5).

TEXT 50
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draupadi ca tadajidgya
patinam anapeksatam
vasudeve bhagavati
hy ekanta-matir apa tam

draupadi—Draupadi (the wife of the Pandavas); ca—and; tadd—at
that time; djadya—knowing Lord Krsna fully well; patinam—of the
husbands; anapeksatam—who did not care for her; wvisudeve—unto
Lord Vasudeva (Krsna); bhagavati—the Personality of Godhead; hi—
exactly; eka-anta—absolutely; matih—concentration; dpa—got; tam—
Him (the Lord).

TRANSLATION

Draupadi also saw that her husbands, without caring for her,
were leaving home. She knew well about Lord Vasudeva, Krsna,
the Personality of Godhead. Both she and Subhadra became ab-
sorbed in thoughts of Krsna and attained the same results as their
husbands.
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PURPORT

When flying an airplane, one cannot take care of other planes. Every-"
one has to take care of his own plane, and if there is any danger, no other’
plane can help another in that condition. Similarly, at the end of life;
when one has to go back home, back to Godhead, everyone has to take’
care of himself without help rendered by another. The help is, howevery
offered on the ground before flying in space. Similarly, the spiritual
master, the father, the mother, the relatives, the husband and others can
all render help during one’s lifetime, but while crossing the sea one hss
to take care of himself and utilize the instructions formerly received.
Draupadi had five husbands, and no one asked Draupadi to come;
Draupadi had to take care of herself without waiting for her great hus-
bands. And because she was already trained, she at once took to con-
centration upon the lotus feet of Lord Vasudeva, Krsna, the Personality
of Godhead. The wives also got the same result as their husbands, in the’
same manner; that is to say, without changing their bodies they read el
the destination of Godhead. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura sug-
gests that both Draupadi and Subhadra, although her name is not men-
tioned berein, got the same result. None of them had to quit the body.

TEXT 51
T AgAAR R
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yah sraddhayaitad bhagavai-priyanam
pandoh sutdndm iti samprayanam
Srnoty alam svastyayanarm pavitram

labdhva harau bhaktim upaiti siddhim

yah—anyone who; sraddhaya—with devotion; etat—this; bhagaval-*
priyanam—of those who are very dear to the Personality of Godhead
pandoh—of Pandu; sutdndm—of the sons; iti—thus; samprayanam—
departure for the ultimate goal; §rnoti—hears; alam—onlyi®
svastyayanam—good fortune; pavitram—perfectly pure; labdhua—by
obtaining; harau—unto the Supreme Lord; bhaktim—devotional ser-
vice; upaiti—gains; siddhim—perfection.

TRANSLATION

The subject of the departure of the sons of Pandu for the
ultimate goal of life, back to Godhead, is fully auspicious and is
perfectly pure. Therefore anyone who hears this narration with
devotional faith certainly gains the devotional service of the Lord,"
the highest perfection of life.

PURPORT

Srimad-Bhagavatam is a narration about the Personality of Godhead "
and the devotees of the Lord like the Pandavas. The narration of the Per-
sonality of Godhead and His devotees is absolute in itself, and thusto"
hear it with a devotional attitude is to associate with the Lord and con-
stant companions of the Lord. By the process of hearing Srimad-
Bhagavatam one can attain the highest perfection of life, namely going:
back home, back to Godhead, without failure.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fifteenth Chapter, finli
Canto, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Pandavas Relire |
Timely:”

(continued in next issue)
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Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Ramesvara Swami, and Gopala-krsna dasa.

In March three members of
ISKCON’s governing board met with In-
dia’s Prime Minister Morarji Desai at his
official residence in New Delhi.

The ISKCON leaders and Mr. Desai
agreed that there are many problems fac-
ing the world now that spiritual life and
God consciousness have declined, and
they discussed how ISKCON is trying to
turn back this trend by disseminating the
practical wisdom found in ancient India’s
Vedic literatures. The prime minister
noted the popularity of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is (over three
million copies sold since 1976) and said
that he had obtained his personal copy at

Prime Minister Desai accepts gift from ISKCON representatives (from left) Balavanta dasa,

Vaisnava Calendar

Kisna consclous devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferent form of Krspa. The devolees at the ISKCON center
nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of the
festivals listed here.

Year 492 Caitanya Era
Vaispava month of Trivikrama (May 23=|une 20, 1978}

May 27 (Trivikrama 51

June 1 (Trivikrama 100

June 2 (Trivikrama 171

Disappearance of 5rila
Ramananda Raya,

Apard-ekadast {fasting,
from grains and beans).

Appearance of Srila
Vinddvana ddsa
Thakura.

Juré 16 (Trivikrama 25

June 17 [Trivikrama 26)

June 20 (Trivikrama 29

Appearance of Sl
Baladeva Vidyabhosana.

Pandava-nitjald-ekadalt
{fasting from grains and
beans).

Snana-yitrd of Lord
Jaganndtha,
Disappearance of Srila
Mukunda Datta and Srila
Sridhara Pandita.

India’s Desai Confers with ISKCON Leaders

the recent Third World Book Fair, in
New Delhi. Mr. Desai suggested that
people are developing a fondness for
Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita be-
cause they now understand that progress
should be not only material but also
spiritual,

Prime Minister Desai was also glad to
receive a copy of the latest Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust publication, Srila
Prabhupéda’s Science of Self-Realization.
In addition, he was interested to note
that a leading Indian economist had
urged the government to study
ISKCON’s programs for worldwide rural
development and food relief.

Philadelphia’s new ISKCON center: *

e S

The Hare Krsna movement is here to stay."

Editorial Correspondence
Address letters to

The Editors

BACK TO GODHEAD
3764 Watseka Avenue
Los Angeles

California 90034

Stately New Home
For ISKCON Philadelphia

The International Society for Krishna
Consciousness has moved its Phila-
delphia center to a recently-acquired
wooded estate in the city’s historic Mt.
Airy district. Four stately buildings pro-
vide ample space for a temple, offices,
and living quarters. Remarked a televi-
sion commentator at the grand opening,
“‘It looks like the Hare Krsna movement
is here to stay...."”

Since 1971 Ravindra Svariipa dasa, a
Ph.D. candidate at Temple University,
has coordinated ISKCON’s work in the
area, including yoga classes and discus-
sion groups at Temple, the University of
Pennsylvania, Swarthmore, Bryn Mawr,
and Haverford. *‘Srila Prabhupada was
always encouraging us to teach the
science of Krsna consciousness on the
nation’s campuses,’’ said Ravindra
Svarfipa, ‘‘and now, with our expanded
facilities, we’ll be able to increase our
college programs.”

Among other things, the new
Philadelphia headquarters also serves as
a cultural and religious center for the
city’s fifteen thousand Indian residents.
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by AMOGHA DASA

I can see my body, and in a way I
can see my mind and intelligence. Now then, what
about the “I”” who’s doing all this seeing? Can I see the “‘I"’?

THEEYDS 1O
SEETHE'T
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As we all know, the organ for seeing is
the eye. The eye catches the light rays
reflected by whatever is around us and
focuses these rays on its retina. Then it
sends images to the brain via the optic
nerves. And that, pretty much, is how
we see things.

Of course, there are some things we
can’'t see with our unaided eyes. Some
things are too small, so we have to use a
microscope. Other things are too far
away, so we have to use a telescope. Still
other things (like ultraviolet, infrared, or
television waves) are too subtle, but we
can see them if we have the right instru-
ments,

So despite our limited seeing power, in



ILLUSTRATION RUBEN VIRAMONTES

one way or another we can perceive the
world’s gross and subtle elements. An-
cient India’s Vedic literatures catalog
these elements for us as solid matter, li-
quid, radiant energy, gas, ether, mind,
intelligence, and ego. Each element is
progressively subtler. Liguid is subtler
than solid matter, radiant energy subtler
than liquid, gas subtler than radiant en-
ergy, and so on. We can see solid matter,
of course, and liquid and radiant energy
as well, but we can’t see gas or ether. Yet
we can perceive gas in inflated balloons
and ether in radio and television
transmissions. Then, too, we can’t see
the subtler elements mind and intelli-
gence. Yet we can perceive mind in

With our unaided eyes we can’t see things
that are too far away, too small, or too subtle.
But we can see them through the right in-
struments, or through knowledge. Says
Bhagavad-gita, the ‘‘I”’ (accompanied by
Krsna in His four-armed form as Supersoul)
resides in the heart and outshines thousands
of suns.

thought patterns and intelligence in
astute judgments.

Now then, just who or what is doing
all this perceiving?

You are—the living soul within your
body. All of us are spiritual souls—
subtler than the subtlest material ele-
ment. Naturally we can’t see the soul
with our gross material eyes. But just be-
cause we can’t see it, that doesn’t mean
it doesn’t exist. If someone argued, ‘‘I
can’t see the atom, so I don’t think it ex-
ists,”” that wouldn’t sway anyone who
knew how tiny the atom actually is.

And the soul is tinier than the atom.
As the Vedic literatures inform us, its
size is one ten-thousandth the tip of a
hair. No wonder we can’t see the soul.
Yet there is a way to perceive it. Just as a
physicist perceives the atom through a
certain process, S0 we can perceive the
soul through the process of transcenden-
tal knowledge. And what is transcenden-
tal knowledge? Lord Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita that transcendental
knowledge means understanding the dif-
ference between the soul and matter.

As Krsna explains, the soul is con-
scious but matter is unconscious. Each
of us can understand that ‘I am a con-
scious living being,”” yet if any part of
our body were amputated, that part
would not be conscious. So we can
understand that the body itself has no
consciousness; it gets its consciousness
from the soul. Nor can we generate con-
sciousness by combining unconscious
elements. Consciousness is the symptom
of the soul, and the soul is the subtlest of
the elements.

Krsna also points out that the soul
stays the same but matter changes: ‘*As
the embodied soul continually passes
from boyhood to youth and from youth
to old age, the soul similarly passes into
another body at death. The self-realized
soul is not bewildered by such a
change.”” (Bg.2.13) Now that I'm a
young man, I can remember when | was

a small boy and when I was a teenager.
And when I'm an old man, I’ll remem-
ber when [ was a middle-aged man. My
material body is constantly changing. But
somehow I'm still the same person—so I
see that I am not the body but the soul
within the body. And after I’ve passed
away, the body will go right on changing,
but I—the soul—will remain the same.
As Lord Krsna explains, a person who
has transcendental knowledge is not at
all puzzled by this transmigration of the
soul. Because he has perfect knowledge
of the soul and matter and the difference
between them, he sees everything per-
fectly. >

Even a person who just has material
knowledge can see better than someone
whose eyes are clouded over by ig-
norance. For instance, when a
watchmaker looks inside your watch, he
can see what’s wrong with it. But you
can’t see, because you don’t have the
knowledge. A harbor pilot looks at the
harbor, and you look at the harbor. But
the pilot knows how to take the ship into
the harbor safely; you don’t. Both of you
are looking at the harbor, but one has
knowledge and the other doesn’t. So the
one who has knowledge can actually see.
We have to learn from a person who has
knowledge if we want to expand our vi-
sion and see perfectly.

One morning in Perth, Australia, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupdda was walking along
the beach. ‘‘You want to judge every-
thing by what you can see with your
eyes,”’ he said. “‘But can you see India? I
have just come from India. It is across
this ocean, but you cannot see it. Does
that mean there is no India? No. If you
want knowledge, you have to learn from
someone who has already seen.”

Bhagavad-gita puts it very simply:
*‘Just try to learn the truth by approach-
ing a bona fide spiritual master. Inguire
from him submissively and render ser-
vice unto him. The spiritual master can
impart transcendental knowledge unto
you because he has seen the truth.”” In
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Srila Prabhupada
shows us how to gain transcendental
knowledge and see the soul perfectly.
Just as we can see microbes through a
microscope and stars through a
telescope, so we can see the soul through
Bhagavad-gita—the ‘‘soul scope.” &
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BBI

~ AQUICK LOOK AT THE
BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST

The World’s Largest Publisher of Books on Indian
Philosophy, Religion, and Culture

PHOTOS BY BHARGAVA DASA

Books. Sixty-six million of them in
print—all designed to meet the highest
professional standards, and all filled with
the essential science of self-realization
and realization of God. This is what the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust is all about.

His Divine Grace A, C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada started the BBT—a
strictly nonprofit publishing house—to
make known to the world the teachings
of India’s wvast and ancient Vedic
literatures. Srila Prabhupada knew that
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philosophers and intellectuals around
the world had long admired the spiritual
wisdom of Vedic writings like the
Upanisads and Bhagavad-gitda. But he
could also see that in practically every
case the commentator had used the
Vedic writings to present his own phi-
losophy without touching the original
spirit of the texts. In other words, the
Vedic writings had never really gotten a
chance to speak for themselves, so we
readers had never gotten a chance to
know what they have to tell us. That’s
why Srila Prabhupada decided to present
the Vedic literature ‘‘as it is.”” :
To get the Vedic message across, Srila
Prabhupada translated original texts like
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam
into clearly understandable English, and
he wrote scholarly explanations for each
verse. Thus, for the first time, the real
meaning of the Vedic literature came
through. What’s more, once the BBT got
started, these English translations (and
the BBT foreign editions that followed
them) generated unprecedented interest
in scholarly circles and soon gained tens
of millions of readers. Since 1966 the
BBT has printed sixty-six million copies
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. Thus it has







The BBT Success Formula (above): award-
winning formats and minimal price. Even
pocket-size paperbacks are illustrated with at
least eight full-color pl Comparable books
usually sell for two or three times as much.

The warehouse is humming (right). Sales are
s0 brisk that in 1977 the BBT ordered what
may be the largest printing ever of a hard-
bound book: one and one-half million copies
of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

THE
BHAKTIVEDANTA
BOOK TRUST
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*...someone buys a BBT book every 5 seconds.”
-

started a renaissance of Vedic culture all
over the world.

The first to appreciate BBT books were
scholars, professors, and librarians. They
became genuinely enthusiastic. Dr, John
L. Mish, chief of the Oriental Division
of the New York Public Library, said
this: ““The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
editions of the famous religious classics
of India with new translations and com-
mentaries are an important addition to
our expanding knowledge of spiritual In-
dia.”” Dr. Garry Gelade of Oxford Uni-
versity gave another tribute: ‘““These
books are to be treasured. No one of
whatever faith or philosophical persua-
sion who reads these books with an open
mind can fail to be moved and im-
pressed.” Hundreds of reviews like
these have come in from scholars all
around the world. In fact, in America
and Europe it’s nearly impossible to find
a college or university library that hasn’t
purchased at least one BBT book. And
more than twenty-five hundred scholars
and librarians have ordered complete
sets.

Aside from libraries and bookstores,
the BBT’s largest customer is [SKCON,
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, which sells the books to
the public at a nominal cost. Since
ISKCON members are disciples of Srila
Prabhupada, they study his books daily,
and thus they are particularly well-
qualified to approach people and con-
vince them that these books are worth
having and reading. Because of the sin-
cerity and dedication of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s disciples, BBT books have won
places in millions of homes throughout
the world. In America alone, someone
buys a BBT book every five seconds.

If the BBT sold all its books through
stores, the sales figures would easily
place them on the best-seller list. Sales
are so brisk, in fact, that last year the
BBT ordered one and one-half million
hardbound copies of Srila Prabhupida’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. (The company
that prints the books—Tennessee’s
Kingsport Press—checked their records,
spoke to old-timers on their staff, and
called other printers also, but they were

Distributing is a pleasure for ISKCON
members (at left side in each picture this
page). They study BBT books daily, and their
sincerity and dedication have won the books a
place in millions of homes around the world.
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Books printed per year (above): from 1,000
in 1966 to 13 million in 1977. If the BBT sold
all the books through stores, the sales figures
would easily place them on the best-seller list.

THE
BHAKTIVEDANTA
BOOK TRUST
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unable to find anyone who could
remember ever having printed such a
large run of a single hardbound book.
Yet BBT trustees estimate that the books
will soon be gone and that the Gita will
have to be reprinted by the end of this
year.)

The BBT has made history by publish-
ing scholarly books in award-winning
formats and distributing them profusely
at a minimal cost. Comparable books
usually sell for two or three times as
much. By making these books available
to professors, libraries, and general
readers, the BBT is doing a genuine ser-
vice to the literary world. :

The BBT also publishes a unique line
of paperbacks—concise books through

which people may gain an introduction
to the Vedic literature. And all of them—
right down to fifty-page pocket-size
books—are illustrated with at least eight
full-color plates. In the softbound
publishing industry, such a high stan-
dard is practically unheard of. Recently,
the BBT has also produced a wide range
of audiovisual materials meant to in-
crease the academic community’s ap-
preciation of ancient India’s great
spiritual culture.

The spreading of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement has sparked a worldwide
interest in Vedic literature. A short while
after BBT books appeared in English,
they began to appear in French, Ger-
man, and Spanish. Portuguese, Italian,
and Swedish followed, and today BBT
books are available in twenty-sight
languages, including Arabic, Japanese,
Russian, and Swabhili.

Especially noteworthy is the ap-
pearance of BBT books in the languages
of India. Of course, the classical Vedic
scriptures published by the BBT are
already available and universally known
in every Indian language. But the depth
and clarity of Srila Prabhupada’s com-
mentary —and his ability to relate the an-
cient writings to modern times—have
made his books tremendously popular
throughout India. Like their American
and European counterparts, Indian -
scholars, professors, and librarians
deeply appreciate Srila Prabhupada’s
books.

In India, as in other parts of the world,
general readers are purchasing Srila
Prabhupada’s books in great numbers.
For example, many years ago Srila
Prabhupada wrote a long Bengali poem
called Geetar-gan. This small book pre-
sents the gist of Bhagavad-gita. Of
course, the people of Bengal learn
Bhagavad-gita from an early age as a
natural part of their religious and
cultural life. Yet somehow Prabhupida’s
Geetdr-gan is extraordinarily popular.
Everyone appreciates its spiritual clarity.
In fact, the managers of ISKCON’s
headquarters in Mayapur, West Bengal,
say that villagers come from miles away
just to get a copy.

So, in a sense, the BBT has come full
circle. Having introduced India’s ancient
books of spiritual wisdom to the people
of the West, it has now returned to India
to re-enliven the people of that ancient
land with the literature of their own
original spiritual culture.

In this way, through the book trust he
started, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupdda contin-
ues to spread the Vedic science of self-
realization—and to benefit the people of
India and the world.



What the Scholars Say
About BBT Books

““The philosophical and religious
works published by the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust provide a golden opportunity
to Western philosophers, scholars, and
people in general to drink deep at the
celestial fountain of ancient Indian philo-
sophical and spiritual wisdom.”

Dr. L. S. Varshneya
Chairman, Department of Hindi
Dean, Faculty of Arts
Allahabad University
Allahabad, India

““We are well aware of the scholarly
reputation of the works on Vedic and
Bhaktic literature published by the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, particularly
the translations and commentaries, and
feel that they meet, without doubt, the
requirements of our Academy library,
which’ have to do, above all, with
authenticity. Our students are all deeply
involved in comparative philosophical
and religious studies, and have need of
works which are not only of the highest
scholarly standards, but also represent
the traditions themselves, rather than
only scholarly opinion about traditions.
From this point of view, we ... find the
Bhaktivedanta publications of great
value.”

Peter Lamborn Wilson

Librarian

Imperial Iranian Academy
of Philosophy

Editor, Sophia Perennis

“The books of A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupiada are not only
beautiful, but also relevant to our times,
as we as a nation search for new cultural
patterns for our way of life.”

Dr. C. L. Spreadbury

Professor of Sociology

Stephen F. Austin State University
Texas

“The appearance of an English trans-
lation of Krsnadasa Kavirdja Gosvami’s
Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta by Swami
Prabhupdda is a cause for celebration
among both scholars in Indian studies
and lay people seeking to enrich their
knowledge of Indian spirituality.

‘... Anyorte who gives a close reading
to the commentary will sense that here,
as in his other works, Sri Bhaktivedanta
has combined a healthy mixture of the
fervent devotion and aesthetic sen-
sitivity of a devotee and the intellectual
rigor of a textual scholar.

‘¢, ..These exquisitely wrought
volumes will be a welcome addition to
the libraries of all persons who are com-
mitted to the study of Indian spirituality
and religious literature, whether their in-
terests are sparked by the motivations of
the scholar, the devotee, or the general
reader.”

Dr. J. Bruce Long
Department of Asian Studies
Cornell University

‘‘It is a great honor for me to have the
pleasure of examining the publications
of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which
I find to be of exceptional value for use
in educational institutions and libraries. 1
particularly recommend the ancient
classic Srimad-Bhagavatam to all stu-
dents and professors of Indian philoso-
phy and culture. The learned author, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami, is a world-renowned saint and
savant in the field of Vedic philosophy
and its practical application in the
modern world. . . . Certainly, I am grate-
ful that this message of the Bhagavara
is being spread for the benefit of the
world by such a qualified per-
sonality. ...”

Dr. R. Kalia
President
Indian Library Association

““Words fail me to describe the height
of scholarship and devotion manifest in
Srila Prabhupada’s vast writings. Our
future generations will definitely find a
better world to live in through the efforts
of Srila Prabhupada. He stands for inter-
national brotherhood and the spiritual
integration of all mankind. The literary
world outside India, particularly of the
West, is indebted to Srila Prabhupéada,
who has so scientifically acquainted them
with what is best in Krsna conscious
India.™

Sri Viswanath Shukla, Ph.D
Professor of Hindi
M. U. Aligarh, U.P., India

“The monumental Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, brought out by the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust, will go a long way to
bring the philosophy of bhakti to
numerous readers, particularly to those
who are not familiar with Indian philo-
sophical tradition.”

R. C. Pandeya

Professor and Head
Department of Philosophy
University of Delhi

“Swami Bhaktivedanta has offered to
devotees of God a blessed service with
his English translations and commen-
taries. The universal application of these
truths is shown to be a promised blessing
in these times of challenge when light is
illumining darkness. Truly, this is a holy,
inspired writing for all aspiring souls
seeking the why, whence, and whither of
life!”

Dr. Judith M. Tyberg
Founder and Director
East-West Cultural Center
Los Angeles, California
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(continued from page 10)
The Lord is on His own planet, but when
someone expresses supreme devotion
for Him, then He can manifest His
original form anywhere.

Later in his purport Srila Prabhupada
explains, “The Lord is the Supersoul of
everything, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and He has innumerable tran-
scendental qualities. It is also concluded
that although He is undoubtedly a per-
son, He is not a person of this material
world. Impersonal philosophers cannot
understand that beyond this material
world there can be a person; therefore
they are incomplete in knowledge. But it
is explained nicely here that the Per-
sonality of Godhead is beyond material
existence.”

Those who have had a bad experience
with variety and personality in this ma-
terial world are afraid of the variety and
personality in Krsna's spiritual world.
These people are like the cow that
escaped from a burning barn. After that,
every time the cow saw red she would
think, “‘Here is fire again!”’ and she
would run away. Similarly, when the im-
personalists see that in Krsna conscious-
ness there are form, sound, smell, taste,
and touch—in short, personality—they
think, **Oh! Here is the material world
again!”’ and they run away. They don’t
understand Krsna’s actual position, be-
cause they don’t have a proper guru to
explain the scriptures.

Here the Srimad-Bhdgavatam de-
scribes Krsna as nirguna prakrteh, above
the material nature. So Krsna’s form,
sounds, and so forth are not material but
spiritual. If you worship a ‘‘material
Krsna,” that’s not really Krsna. But
that’s just what the impersonalists do.
They say that God is formless, but that
He takes a material form when He ap-
pears in the material world. This is self-
contradictory. How can ‘““He’’ be form-
less? The pronoun He implies a person,
and where is there a formless person?
Besides, in Bhagavad-gita (4.8) Krsna
says, paritrandya sdadhunam vindsaya ca
duskrtam: “*To save the devotees and to
destroy the miscreants, 1 come to the
material world.”” So God sees when His
devotees are suffering at the hands of the
demons, and then He incarnates. But
how can something formless or imper-
sonal feel the compassion to want to take
form? An impersonal nonentity cannot
feel anything. The impersonalists’ idea is
self-contradictory.

The main point, though, of this con-
ception of a formless God is that it allows
the impersonalists to neglect the form of
Krsna. ‘*If God is formless,’” they think,
“‘then why should I worhsip Krsna, who
is less than God? If Krsna’s form is only
a temporary, material expression of the
impersonal Absolute, why should 1 wor-
ship Him?*’ Because of these ideas,
sometimes you will see rich people com-
ing to a temple in India and throwing two

cents at the Deity’s feet . . . because they
don’t really believe in Krsna. They don’t
believe that He is God. They think,
“God is formless, and the self is God, so
I am greater than Krsna.”’

This impersonal concept kills bhakti,
or devotional service to the Lord. Also,
in the West there are many imper-
sonalistic yoga groups that chant Hare
Krsna. The ‘‘gurus’ say, ‘‘See? I also
chant Hare Krsna. We are doing the
same thing.”” No. Their chanting of Hare
Krsna is not the same as ours. Theirs is
not devotional service; it is a counterfeit.

Suppose we have a big meeting and in-
vite Governor Jerry Brown. If 1 in-
troduce him as “‘Mr. Jerry Brown, the
chief of police,” he’ll be insulted. He’ll
walk out. I may protest, ‘‘But the chief of
police is very powerful. He can arrest
anybody. Why are you insulted?”’

“*Because [ am the Governor! Why are
you calling me less than what [ am?”’

So the impersonalists may stand in
front of Krsna and pray, ‘O Krsna this,
Krsna that,” but all the time they’re
thinking, ‘““Actually, You're material.”
With every word they’re insulting Krsna
more than if they'd simply ignored Him.

You can see how cunning the imper-
sonal philosophy can get—and how
deadly. It is atheism in its most deadly
form. That is why we cannot tolerate
impersonalism, and take such great
pains to convince everyone of its
dangers. gt
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International Society for Krishna Consciousness

BECOME A PATRON MEMBER

Many people want to devote themselves to Krsna consciousness, but
because of business, family or other commitments, they are not able to
come and work directly in our programs. They do, however, want to help.
Therefore we have established our ISKCON membership program so
everyone can have the opportunity to devote some of their time, energy or
money to the Krsna consciousness movement.

You'll help:

agricultural projects

Membership benefits include a free subscription to BACK TO GODHEAD magazine and
monthly newsletter packages with current ISKCON events, special publications, transcen-
dental photos and even Indian sweets. Above all, you'll get the satisfaction of serving Krsna.

For more information, check appropriate box in coupon on last page.
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ILLUSTRATION; SULAKSMANA - DEVI DASI

The Transcendental Pastimes of Lord Krsna

DISPLAYING THE
UNIVERSAL FORM

Had little Krsna really put dirt in His mouth? Mother Yasoda
decided she’d find out for herself.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

Mother Yasoda loved Krsna in-
tensely —so much so that she would feed
and dress Him and send Him out to play
with His friends just as though He were
an ordinary boy. Yasoda couldn’t see
that Krsna was really the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. She saw Him only
as her beloved son.

One day some of Krsna’s playmates
came to mother Yasoda and told her,

“*Krsna has eaten dirt!’’ On hearing this,
she went and found Him and picked Him
up in her arms. She wanted to inspect
His mouth and see whether He had
eaten anything dangerous.

““My dear Krsna,”” Yasodd scolded,
“why have You eaten dirt in a solitary
place?’’ She couldn’t understand why
He would do such a thing when their
home was full of sweetmeats. ‘‘Just

see—all Your friends are complaining
about You.”

“My dear mother,”” Krsna replied,
*‘all these boys are telling lies about Me.
I have never eaten dirt. While we were
playing, My brother Balarama became
upset with Me. He got together with all
My friends to tell you these stories, just
so that you would be angry and punish
Me. Actually, I have not done this—take
My words as true. But if you think that
they are telling the truth, then look inside
My mouth and see for yourself whether I
have eaten dirt.”

When Krsna opened His mouth,
mother Yasoda looked inside and saw
outer space spreading before her in all
directions, with all its stars and planets.
She saw the oceans, mountains, islands,
and seas that cover the earth’s surface.
She saw fire, light, and the blowing wind.
She saw the bodies of all kinds of living
things. She could even see universal
time. And in the midst of everything,
Yasoda also saw herself taking little
Krsna on her lap and letting Him suck
her breast very peacefully.

Yasoda was awestruck that these
things could be appearing within her
son’s mouth. ““Is this a dream?”’ she
wondered. *“‘Oh, but my eyes are wide
open. I'm not dreaming. I'm actually
seeing all of this.”” Then she thought she
had gone mad, but soon she recon-
sidered. “‘I'm in good health; I'm not
diseased. I don’t think my brain is
deranged, for ordinarily I think quite
clearly. My child must have attained
some cosmic mystic power,”’ she con-
cluded. ““That’s why I'm so perplexed by
these visions within His mouth.”

Although mother Yasoda didn’t know
it, Krsna is the source of everything, and
it was easy for Him to make the whole
creation appear within His mouth. But
mother Yasodd was simplehearted. She
couldn’t understand what was really
going on; she became afraid out of ma-
ternal affection and prayed, ‘“‘Let me
offer obeisances unto the Supreme Lord,
for He is beyond my contemplation,
speculation, and meditation. It is only by
the influence of His illusory energy that I
am wrongly thinking that Nanda
Maharaja is my husband and Krsna is my
child. Just because I am Nanda’s queen,
I also falsely think that his wealth, cows,
and calves all belong to me and that all
the cowherd men and women in
Vrndavana are my subjects.”

Like a self-realized sage, mother
Yasodd could see that whatever she
possessed had actually come from the
Supreme Lord. She wanted to give up
her attachment to ‘““my house,”” “my
husband,” ‘“‘my son.” The Lord had

(continued on page 36)
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REMEMBERING SRILA PRABHUPADA

Some personal recollections by his disciples.

In January or February of 1971, Srila
Prabhupada wrote us from India. He said
that in April he would be coming back to
America and would visit our Boston
temple, where 1 was president. So we
booked a beautiful suite for him in the
Sheraton-Boston Hotel and cleaned the
place ourselves. We had rented the hotel
suite because we didn’t think the temple
was very suitable. In that old building we
did have two rooms Srila Prabhupada
could use, but in many ways they
weren’t adequate. :

Surprisingly, when Srila Prabhupada
arrived and heard that we wanted him to
stay in a hotel he refused. ‘I would
rather stay in the temple,”” he said. “‘A
hotel is like a brothel.”” And he ex-
plained, ““If you live in such a place, you
are living in the mode of ignorance.
Generally, though, living in the city is in
the mode of passion, and living in the
country is in the mode of goodness—but
if you live in the temple of the Lord, you
are living in the spiritual world.”

Srila Prabhupada accepted his quarters
in our old place and assured us he didn’t
find them inconvenient. He was glad, he
said, to be in the temple. Of course, he
made us glad, too—by gracing our tem-
ple with his presence and giving it more
prestige than the Sheraton-Boston.

Satsvarupa dasa Gosvami

In the early days of our movement—in
the little storefront temple at 26 Second
Avenue in the East Village—Srila
Prabhupada would lecture in the evening
and then retire to his upstairs apartment.
All of us would be very eager to accom-
pany him, in hopes of getting some per-
sonal advice or just hearing him talk
more informally. As an excuse to go
upstairs, each’of us would carry up one
of the things Srila Prabhupada had used
during the lecture—the watch he’d kept
before him on the dais, the Sanskrit
Bhagavatam volume he’d read from, or
the mrdanga drum he’d played during
the chanting of Hare Krsna.

I would bring the mrdariga drum
upstairs to the outer room of Srila
Prabhupdda’s apartment and wait
before his door, hoping he would see me
and call me in. Sometimes he could call
my name: ‘‘Madhustdana....” Then,
my desire fulfilled, I would enter his
room. He was always concerned in a very
personal way about me, and he would
ask me how my parents were. (At that
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time I was rather young, just eighteen,
and although [ was already his disciple, 1
was still living at home.) “They’re all
right,”” I would tell him.

Then one night Srila Prabhupada said
something that took me a while to com-
prehend. ‘“Actually,” he said, ‘‘you are
the parent of your parents. The parent is
the one who brings the child to life, the
one who gives birth to the child. So you
have come to Krsna consciousness first,
and therefore you are giving your
parents birth into spiritual life, which
means eternal life. Actually, you are the
real parent.”” Around that time, as if to
help me understand what he had said
that night, Srila Prabhupada would often
mention in his lectures that if a person
becomes a pure devotee of Krsna, then
the Lord will give spiritual liberation to
his relatives for ten generations before
and ten generations to come.

Madhusiidana dasa

This story still amazes me. It hap-
pened in England in 1969, when we were
just opening the London temple (in
Bloomsbury, near the British Museum).
Srila Prabhupada had come, and he was
talking with the more experienced devo-
tees and confirming their projects.
““Yes,”’ he would say—‘‘do it very
nicely,” and “‘Very good—make it first
class.” For instance, Mukunda was to
continue his efforts in public relations
and another devotee was to carry on his
work in renovating the building.

So I said, ‘“‘Srila Prabhupada, every-

one seems to have something to do—can
you give me something to do?”’

“No,” he said, gently but firmly.
“What would you like to do for Krsna?”’

“I don’t know, Srila Prabhupada,” I
said. ““‘I’ve never thought about it. But
can’t you give me something to do any-
way?”’

“No,” he told me again. ‘‘Just try to
understand our Krsna conscious phi-
losophy: you should decide what you
want to do for Krspa.”

[ felt really thickheaded. All my life I'd
been taught not to think about God at
all, or to think about what I wanted Him
to do for me. But somehow, a long while
later, I got an idea.

““Srila Prabhupada, I was thinking that
I'd like to make a synthetic version of
the clay drums we play when we're
chanting Hare Krsna. We could even
mass-produce them.”

He smiled at me warmly and chuckled,
“Yes. That is a good idea. But you must
make them unbreakable. Otherwise
these Western devotees will simply
throw them down like clay pots.”

Srila Prabhupada advised that [ go to
West Bengal, India, and learn the tradi-
tional drum-making art firsthand. Then I
could return to the West and develop my
manufacturing plan.

Several years later, after I had made
several hundred of these drums, I
realized, “‘Srila Prabhupada has helped
me discover what I always wanted to do

for Krsna.”
1$ana dasa

I had the good fortune to be in Srila
Prabhupada’s room when he was visiting
the Mexico City temple in 1974. At that
time a disciple who had strayed away had
returned and was asking Srila Prabhu-
pada to forgive him. He said he was
afraid that Srila Prabhupida might have
rejected him forever. The entire room
fell silent. Srila Prabhupada lowered his
head thoughtfully for a moment. Then
he looked up and said, *‘Krsna is God,
and if He likes He can spread Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world in a second,
without the help of anyone. But I am not
God. I am simply a servant of God, so [
require assistance. If someone helps me
even a little, I am eternally indebted to
him. You have helped me very much, so
how can I reject you?”’ We were all
moved by Srila Prabhupada’s humility

and forgiveness. ST
Sita devi-dasi




NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

India and America: the Lame and the Blind and the Ties That Bind

This year we have witnessed a
strengthening of diplomatic ties be-
tween India and America. And as the
leaders of both nations have pointed
out, this closeness reflects even
deeper spiritual ties.

Said President Carter during his
recent tour, ‘‘At the heart of the
friendship between India and the
U. S. is our determination that the
moral values of our people must
guide the actions of our states. ...
Neither the rich nor the poor will feel
satisfied without being fed in body
and spirit. . , . There is a sense in the
world that moral leadership derives
from the Indian people in a direct
and continuing fashion.”’

And at a recent meeting with
leaders of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, Prime
Minister Morarji Desai asserted that
spiritual India and technological
America can help each other and the
world, (See ‘‘Every Town and
Village,”* page 23.)

President Carter also said during
his tour that he felt particularly im-
pressed with Bhagavad-gita, India’s
source book on self-realization and
realization of God. After one of his
many early-morning reading sessions
he noted, “One passage from that
great book stood out in my mind. I
can’t quite quote it exactly and I
can’t interpret it well, but it said
when a country is flooded, the reser-
voirs become superfluous. Krsna
went on to explain what He meant in
this passage: that when one’s heart is
filled completely with an awareness
or love of God, the other considera-
tions in life seem incidental and one
need not worry about the outcome of
an action, but one should worry on a
momentary basis about the purposes
and the attitudes in one’s relation to
the eternal. ...”

This, in a nutshell, is India’s spiri-
tual vision: we can have peace and
prosperity only when we see God as
the real owner of all lands and

wealth, and when we see ‘‘the other
considerations in life”’ as secondary
to self-realization and realization of
God. Actually, Bhagavad-gita is
meant for the Carters and Desais of
the world, because as Krsna ex-
plains, whatever the leaders do the
rest of the people will follow. So if
Mr. Carter and Mr. Desai work
together to balance the ‘‘other con-
siderations’” and the eternal—the
technological and the spiritual—the
whole world will follow and the
whole world will benefit.

It’s only common sense, really,
that when India the spiritual leader
and America the technological leader
share their assets, everybody will
come out ahead. As His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada used to say, India is like
a lame man and America is like a
blind man—so they should help each
other. India is blessed with spiritual
vision but cursed with technological
lameness. America, on the other
hand, is blessed with technological
vigor but cursed with spiritual blind-
ness. (After barely two centuries,
“In God We Trust” and the Golden
Rule have given way to abortion,
slaughterhouses, pornography, and
other vision-robbing disorders.)
How can the lame man and the blind
man live full, happy lives? By work-
ing together. The blind man should
take the lame man on his shoulders.
That way the lame man can do the
seeing and keep the pair on a safe
path, and the blind man can do the
walking and get them where they
have to go.

So there are ties that bind the lame
and the blind, India and America.
The problem is that neither Prime
Minister Desai nor President Carter
seems ready to do much about it, at
least for now. And this is where the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness comes in. ISKCON is
following directly in disciplic succes-
sion from India’s most far-sighted

saint, who five hundred years ago in-
troduced an ingenious way for India
to share her spiritual vision with the
West. Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
showed from Bhagavad-gita and
other Vedic literatures that the whole
world can become peaceful and
prosperous and self-realized and
God-realized through sarkirtana—
mass public chanting of God’s
names. This simple process of chant-
ing God’s names and hearing about
the science of God from Bhagavad-
gita is what Srila Prabhupada gave
America when he founded ISKCON
a dozen years ago.

And the next dozen years can be
even brighter, if our leaders will just
take the lead. Mr. P, N, Luthra, for-
merly of UNESCO and now a
minister of India’s central govern-
ment, makes this assessment of the
situation: ““The very fact that you
have established ISKCON in the
U.S.A. within the last decade is in it-
self indicative of America’s open
mind to receive new ideas. America
is realizing that it does not hold the
ultimate key to all problems. Insofar
as spiritual matters are concerned, I
think that America also appreciates
that something can be gained from
others. ISKCON itself is a living,
convincing example that spiritual
values prevail and that these alone
can give ultimate happiness. We
must consider the question of why
we’ve taken birth here on this earth.
I think that your organization is a
very powerful force, and that it will
play an important role in the years to
come in transmitting the spiritual
message of India.”’

For our part, we in ISKCON are
not taking these words of India’s and
America’s leaders lightly. We hope
these people will come forward to
work with us—because both they and
we know that American vigor and In-
dian vision can uplift and enlighten
the whole world. —SDG
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS / CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

AFRICA: Durban (Natal), S. Africa—F.0. Box 212, Cata Ridge, Nalal 3680/ Cato Ridge 237; Mombasa, Kenya, E.
Africa—Madhavi House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rd, P.O. Box 822241 312248; Nairobi, Kenya, E. Africa—
Muharoni Close, West Ngara Rd., P.O. Box 28546 ( 331568, Port Louls, Mauritius—F.0. Box 718,

ASIA: Ahmedabad, India— 7 Kailas Society, Ashram Ad., Abmedabad- 1, Gujarat; B; | India—32 Cresent Ad.,
Bangalore 1: Bhadrak, India—Gour Gopal Mandir, Kuans, P.O. Bhadrak, Dist. B Cirissa; a, In-
dia—National Highway Mo, 5, Nayapalll 53125 (mail: clo P.O. Box 173, Bhubaneswara, Orissa 751001); Bombay,
India—Hare Krishna Land, Gandhi Gram Rd., Juhu, Bombay 400 054/ 578-373; Calcuita, India—3 Albert Rd.
Calcutta 700 017 / 44-3757; Chandigarh, Indla-ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Mo, 566, Sector 36-B;
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), India—Thakur Sri PO. C ia, P.S. Dist. 24
Pargonas, W. Bengal, Colombo, Sri Lanka— 188 New Chetty 5t, Colamba 12; Heng Keng— 30C Hing Yip Terrace,
1gl fl, Pai Tau Village, Shatin N.T., Kowloon, Hyderabad, India—Hare Krishna Land, Mampally Station Rd., Hy-
derabad, AP. 500 001; Kathmandu, Mepal—8/6, Battis Putali, Goshalla; Mayapur, India—Shiee Mayapur
Chandradeya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham, W. Bengal (District Nadia); New Delhi, India—214A Feraze Gandhi
Ad., Lajpat Nagar IIl, Mew Dethi 110 024/ 624-580; Tehran, lran—3 Shemshad, Avenue Kakn | B44272; Tel Aviv,
lsrael—clo Lewis F. Einhorn, P.O. Box 36644; Vrind, India=Krishna Mandir, i Swami
Marg, Aaman Retl, Viindavan, Mathura, UP.

FARMS: Hyderabad, India—P 0. Dapilpur Village, Medchal Talug, Hyderabad District 501401; Mayapur, India—
(contact ISKCOM Mayapur).

EUROPE: . Helland—H ht 96 | 020-248-410; Barcelona, Spain—Pintor Fortuny 11, Barcelona,
1/ 3180375; Dublin, Ireland—2 Belvedere Flace, Dublin 1; Duedingen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH 3186
Duedingen (FAY (037) 43.26.97, Frankiurt a. Main, W. Germany—Schloss Reltershof uber, 6233 Kelkheim, Ts |
DE\N 2135‘1" London, England {city)—7 Bury Fl, Bloomsbury, London WC1 ( 01-405-1463; London, England
{country} Manar, L Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire WDZ2 8EP [ Radleit 7244; Madrid,
Spain—cio Antonio Acuna F, Segundo Centro, Madrid 9; Paris, France—4 rue Le Sueur, Paris 750161 727-0202;
Rome, taly—Viale Di Porta Ardeating Mo. 53 Anglo Christopher Colombe-2, Rome 00154 | 5740416; Stockholm,
Swedan—Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge / 0753-29151,

FARMS: Indre, France (New Miyﬂnur‘r Lucay-Le-Male, 36600 Valencay Chateau d'Cublaise/ 12-07-25-0808;
London, {contact Manor); Perignano, Italy—Via Delle Coliine, Locaiita, La Merndiana,
Ferignano, Pisal (D587)-616184.

LATIN AMERICA: Belo Horizonte, Brazil— Rua Araxd, 91, Brazil 30,000/ 442-1810; Bogota, Colombia— Carrara
34 No. 54-A-721 480091; Garacas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche No. 61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos/ 751-3026;
Giudad Belivar, Venezuela—Pasec Heres, Cruce con Avenida Maracay Mo, 19, Casa Esquina, Gruabo, Puarlo
Rico—Box 215 B, Route 181 Sanlanta 00658; Guadalajara, Mexico—Avenida Vallarta 2035, Sector Juérez!
1574598; la City, anda Calle 6-26, Zona 13, 310833; Guayaquil, Ecuador—Calle Bolivia
Mo, 513 ¥ Chimborarzo; La Paz, Bolivia—P.0. Box 10278, Miraflores; Lima, Peru—g76 Jiran Juan de |a Fuente, San
Antonio Mirallores 1 47-18-10; Maracaibo, Venezuela— Carretera Perija Km. 2, Calonia John Kallimnios, Casa No. &,
Mexico City, Mexico—Gab. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexice D F. 187 (305)277-3124; Racife,
Brazil—Rua Leonardo Arco Verde 211, Madalena, Pernambuco, Brazil 50.000; Rlo de Janeiro, Brazil—Estrada
Velha da Tijuca, 102, Usina; Salvador, Brazil— Rua Alvaro Adarno, 13, Brotas, Brazil 40,000 1 (071)244-1072; 5t Au-

gusting, Trinidad and Tabago—Gordon St at Santa Margarita Circular Rd. | 852-4605; San Pedro, Costa Rica—
c.ro |SKCOMN, C.32 A48 Monles de Oca / 25-44-57; Santlago, Chile—Eyzaguirre, 2404 Puente Alto; Santo Dominga,

public—Calle Cayetano F Mo. 36 | BA8-1318; Sao Paulo, 5.P., Brazil—Rua Pandiad Cald-
geras, 54, leeldaﬂa CEP 01525/ 279-3497; Valencia, Venezuela—Carretera Vieja No. 42, La Entrada.

FARMS: Petropolis, Brazil [New Ayodhyal —(contact ISKCON Rio de Janeiro).

NORTH AMERICA (CANADA): Calgary, Alberta—5324 Second St W, T2H 0G7/ (403)259-4190; Edmentan,
Alberta— 10745 1111h st, T5SH 3G2/ 403)424-1797. Montréal, Québec— 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514)
537-1101; Ottawa, Ontario— 1429 Cyrville Rd K18 3L7 / (B13)741-8518; Toronto, Ontario— 243 Avenue Rd. M5R
2J6 1 (416)822-5415; Vancouver, British Columbla— 1774 West 16th Ave. VBJ 2M1/ (B04)732-8422,
{U.5.A): Ancharage, Alaska—4302 Cope St, Mo. A, 99502/ (307)277-12680; Ann Arbor, Michigan—718 W.
Madison St 48103/ (313)665-6304; Atlanta, Georgla— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE 30306 ( (404)378-9182;
Baltimore, Maryland— 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301)747-8815; Berkeley, California—Z2334
Stuart St 94705/ (415) B43-7874; Bloomington, Indiana—412 North Park 47401 / (812)336-4666; Boston, Mas-
T2 G Ave. 02116/ (B17)247-7300; Bulfalo, New York—132 Bidwall Plewy. 14222/
(716)8B2-0281; Chicago, Ilinais— 1014 Emerson St, Evanston 80201/ (312)273-3360; Cleveland, Ohio— 15720
Euclid Ave, E Cleveland 44112 (216)851-9367; Columbus, Ohio—59 East 13th 51 43201/ (814) 290-5084;
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave. 75223/ (214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St. 80220/ (303)-
333-5461; Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave. 48215/ (313)824-6000; Gainesville, Florlda—ﬁii SW. Depat Ave.
32601 ( (904)377-14986; Harrisburg, ylvania (Radha-D les) —5431 Ad.
174121 (717)657-0418; Honolulu, Hawali—51 Coelho Way 96817/ {303}595 3847 Houston, Texas—1111
Rosalie St 77004 ( (713)528-5004; Kansas City, Missouri—5301 Lydia Ave 64110/ (816)523-2378; Laguna
Beach, California—644 5, Coast Hwy. 82651 | (714)484-8172; Las Vegas, Nevada—2600 Demetrius 85101/
{T02)642-3884; Los Angeles, Gu'll[urnlnv—:i?ﬁd Walseka Awe, 900347 (213) B71-0717; Miami, Flerlda— 10800
Coral Way 33165/ (305)552-1766; Mi 216 Ave. 55403 (612)874-8780; New
Orleans, Loulsiana— 2936 Esplanade Ave. 70119/ (S04)4BB-7433; New York, New York—340 W. 55th 51 10018 (
(212)765-8610; Philadelphia, Pannsylvania— 41-51 West Allens Lane, 19119 (1215)247-4600; Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania— 4626 Forbes Ave. 152131 (412)683-7700; Portland, Oregon— 2805 SE Hawthome 5187214/ (503)-
231.5782; St. Louis, Missouri— 4544 Laclede Ave. 63108/ (3141381-1224; Salt Lake City, Utah—859 Park 51
B4102 ! (B01)521-3445; San Diego, Califarnia— 1030 Grand Ave, Pacific Beach 82108/ (714)483-2500; Seatlle,
Washington— 400 18th Ave, East 98102 ( (206)322-3636; Washinglon, D.C.— 10310 Oaklyn Rd, Patomac, Mary-
land 20854 / (301)299-2100.
FARMS: Carriere, Mississippl (New Talavan)—AL No. 2, Box 448, 38426 | (601)798-6705; Dixon, Missouri (New
Godruma)—Box 81 Tavern Route 5453 / (314)422-3968; Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrinddban) —A.D. No.
1, Box 620, 26041/ (304)B45-2730; Lynchburg, Tennessee (Murdrl-sevakal—Rt Mo 1, Box 146-A (Mulberry)
37358 ( (§15)759-7058; Port Aoyal, Pennaylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D, No. 1, 17082 1 {T17)527-2493,
SOUTH SEAS: Adelaide, Australia— 13-A Frome 51/ 2235115; Auckland, New Zealand—67 Gribblehirst Ad., Mt
Albert ! BB6-763; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave./ 61-633 ext. 48 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 125); Melbourna, Australia—
197 Danks St, Albert Park, Meloourne, Victoria 3206 ( 699-5122 (Mail. clo P.O. Box 125): Sydnay, Australia—50
Buckingham St., Surry Hills | 692-4563 (mail: clo P.O. Box 170, Alexandria, N.SW. 2015},
FARMS: Mu Australia (New lia” Tyalgum Rd. Via Murwillumbah N.SW., 2484 1
066-721303 (mail: clo P.O. Box 68B7). ¥
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given all these things to her, she
reflected, and He could also take them
away.

While mother Yasoda was thinking in

‘this high, philosophical way, Krsna sud-
denly expanded His spiritual energy. In-
stantly Yasoda forgot the mystifying
vision she had seen within her child’s
mouth. Once again she felt her natural
motherly affection for Krsna and took
Him on her lap. ‘“‘Here is my son,’” she
thought. ‘‘Let me kiss Him.”

Mother Yasoda displayed the highest
spiritual realization—personal love for
Krsna. Great sages have long studied the
Vedas to get an intellectual grasp of the
Supreme, but mother Yasoda surpassed
them all—she held the Supreme on her
lap.

How did Yasoda achieve her exalted
position? In a previous life she was
known as Dharda, and her husband
Nanda was known as Drona. Brahma
(the demigod who oversees this uni-
verse) requested these great devotees to
beget children and increase the popula-
tion. They agreed, but also asked for a
benediction—that they would be born
again on earth and have Lord Krsna as
their child. ““Let it be so,”” said Brahma,
and as a result Drona reappeared as
Nanda, Dhara reappeared as Yasoda,
and Krsna became their child. Of course,
mother Yasoda is incomparably blessed,
and that’s why to this day, devotees of
Krsna pray for her blessings. Sl
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perfect meditation. A comprehensive :
5195 (405) anthology of
ancient India’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is * / phjlos{}phy.
A timeless guide to spiritual perfec- 1
tion. The Iar%estsellmg, most widely 2 DY The Hare Krsna
used edition of the Gita in the Western Cookbook
world, New candensed version, ~ Easy Journey Vegetarian recipes, Srimad-Bhagavatam
Hardbound: $5.97 (301) ““_“‘:’;‘“' to Other 5195 (503) The postgraduate science of spiritual realization,
Softbound: $2 95 (302) = | Planets The book that begins where the Gita leaves off.
A 2 Mystic yoga, Hardbaound: $7.95 per volume. 23 volumes available,
Krsna, the Supreme & astral travel, and Canto 1.in 3 parts (211,212, 213)
Personality of Godhead w divine love in Canto 2.in 2 parts (221, 222)
The Krsna stofies of the Vedas in a the material and Canto 3, 15t 2 parts available (231, 232)
readable short-story format, with ac- e spiritual universes. Canto 5. in 2 parts (251, 252)
companying illustrations. $1.25 (402) Canto 6, in 3 parts (261, 262, 263)
Hardbound: $7.95 per volume (307, Canto 7, in 3 parts (271, 272, 273)
308, 309) The Perfection Canlo 8, in 3 parts (281, 282, 283)

519.95 per 3-vol. set (310) of Yo : Canto 9, in 3 parts (291, 292, 293)

: i ga Gopal Coloring Book 2 g :
gcigt)mund. 51,95 pervel (311,312, B?d\"lr a,?d fmmd B Calite o chiloen Canto 10, 15t 2 parts a\al.lab.;e (201, ?02)

i control that frees 5195 (502} i
$4.95 per 3-vol. set (314) you from iliusions
. and false S

The Nectar of Devotion idantitios. ahtad
({The complele science of bhakti- $.95 (406)
yoga)

A step-by-step guidebook on how o
become Krsna-conscious.
Hardbound: 57.95 (305)
Softbound: 53.95 (306)

Perfect Questions,
Perfect Answers
One of India's T —
greatest saints Sri Caitanya-caritamrta

fulfills a Peace The lite and precepts of Krsna's most merciful incarnation,
Corps worker's Prahlad lliustrated described in detail. 17 hardbound volumes. $7.95 each.
Shirat o Storybook Adi-ila, in 3 parts (111, 112, 113)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
The essential teachings of
Lord Krsna's most merciful

incarnation, meaning. Atranscendental story Madhya-lila, in 9 parts (121,122,123, 124, 125, 126,
Hardbound: $6.95 (303) $150(410) forchildren. $1.85(501) 127,128, 129)
Softbound: 5495 (304) Antya-lila, in 5 parts (131, 132, 133, 134, 135)

If for any reason you're not pleased with these books, just return them within 10 days and recelve a complete refund.

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST Dept. BTG 13-5
3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034

S u bSC ri be to this unique spiritual journal—

fully devoted to the world of Krsna
consclousness and self-realization.
One year. .. only $7 (outside U.S.A. $8)

1 ) send me information on membership in the International
1 Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Please send me a free catalog of books.
Send me the next twelve issues of BACK TO GODHEAD. My check
or money order for $7 is included. ($8 outside U.S.A.)
Ul Please send me a set of meditation beads for $3.00 (check
or money order enclosed).

O please send the books I've circled below. My check or
moneyorderfor$____ total paymentis enclosed.

111 123 128 134 221 252 272 291 301 306 311 405 502
112 124 129 135 222 261 273 292 302 307 312 406 503
113 125 131 211 231 262 281 293 303 308 313 409
121 126 132 212 232 263 282 201 304 308 314 410
122 127 133 213 251 271 283 202 305 310 402 501

Name
Address
| City State ZIP
1 ¥ vour order is under 54 85 please add $.50 for postage, 54.95 to $9.95



The Krsna Festival

Every Sunday Evening
At Every Hare Krsna Center Worldwide
(See Address List, page 36.)



