Godhead is 1i_g‘hl'. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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PRONUNCIATION. Sanskrit words and names in
BACK TO GODHEAD are spelled according to a scholarly
system that shows how to pronounce each word. The
sound of the short a is like thew in but. Long a is like the
ain far and held twice as long as the short a, and e is like
the ain evade. Long 1 is like the i in pique. The vowel ris
pronounced like the ri in the English word rim. The e is
pronounced as in chair. The aspirated consonants (ch,
jh, dh, etc.) are pronounced as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog and red-hot. The two spirants § and s are like the
English sh, and s is like the s in sun. So pronounce
Krsna as KRISHNA and Caitanya as CHAITANY A,

<4 His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada appeared in this world in
1896, in Calcutta, India. In 1922 he met his spiri-
tual master, $rila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Go-
svami, who asked him to teach the science of
Krsna consciousness in the English-speaking
world. In 1944 Srila Prabhupada founded BACK
TO GODHEAD, and in the early 1960’s he
published three volumes of his translation and
commentary on Srimad-Bhdgavatam, ‘‘the cream
of the Vedic literatures.”

After he arrived in America in 1965, Srila
Prabhupida published his Bhagavad-gita As It Is
and some seventy other large volumes, including
thirty more of the Bhdgavatam. These publica-
tions have become standard textbooks and
reference works in universities worldwide.

Traveling almost constantly, Srila Prabhupada
guided his international society from humble
beginnings on New York’s Second Avenue toa -
worldwide confederation of more than one
hundred dsramas, schools, temples, institutes,
and farm communities. He passed away in India’s
Vrndavana (the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna), on November 14, 1977. His disciples are

carrying forward the movement he started.
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ABOUT BACK TO GODHEAD:“Godhead is light’’ has always been BACK TO
GODHEAD’s byword — ‘‘Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no
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“In the darkness of nescience,”’ explained His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupéada in his introduction to the very first issue, “man is
fully amazed with the mechanism of the gross body —just like a boy who is amazed
with the mechanism of a motorcar but who cannot understand that without a
driver it cannot move an inch. . ..

““Everyone is fully concerned with the comforts of the body and everything re-
lated with the body, and nobody is concerned with the spirit that moves the
body—although even a boy can realize that the motorcar mechanism has little
value if there is no driver of the car.”

So this journal is, in Srila Prabhupada’s own words, “‘an instrument for training
the mind and educating human nature to rise to the plane of the spirit soul.”” BACK
TO GODHEAD draws from ancient India’s Vedic literatures (especially Lord Krsna’s
Bhagavad-gitd) and offers its readers the ultimate science —self-realization and
realization of God.

As Srila Prabhupada has also written, ‘‘Every member of human society should
clearly understand the instructions of Bhagavad-gitd, for only in this way can one
be spiritually elevated and automatically give up the false, illusory knowledge by
which one thinks, ‘I am this body, and everything belonging to this body is mine.’
One should be prepared to understand the spirit soul and the supreme spirit, God,
who are eternally related. Thus one may return home, back to Godhead, having
solved all the problems of life.” j

COVER: Just five centuries ago, Sri Krsna Caitanya spread the chanting of Hare
Krsna all over India. So Mayapur, the village where the Lord appeared and spent
His early days, is no ordinary place. True to predictions, it is blossoming into a
spiritual metropolis—a showcase for the Krsna conscious culture of “‘simple living
and high thinking.”” (Cover art by Muralidhara dasa)
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'_Snla:Prabhupada That understandmg for which he is longw

bahunam ;anmanam ante
jAdnavan mam prapadyate

. vasudevah sarvam iti
sa maka:ma sudurlabhah

.complete Krsna gives instructions by ‘which one can
nderstand H:m completely. In the Seventh Chapter of
'B}mgavad-g:ra Krsna says, asamsayam samagram mdth yathd
nasyasi tac chrnu: ‘“Now hear from Me how you can under-
stand Me completely and without any doubt.” [Bg. 7.1] If we
_can understand Krsna completely, we will take our next birth
'n the spmtual world.
ayagriva dasa: Jung conceived of a persona, which seems
identical with what we call the false ego. He wrote, ““The per-
sona . ..is the individual’s system of adaptation to, or the
‘manner he assumes in dealing with, the world. A professor,
for example, has his own characteristic persona. But the
~ danger is that people become identical with their personas—
~the professor with his textbook, the tenor with his voice. One
~ can say, with a little exaggeration, that the persona is that
which in reallty one is not, but which oneself as well as others
“think one is.’
_ Srila Prabhupada: One s real persorm is that one is the eternal
servant of God. This is the spiritual conception of life, and
- when one realizes this, his persona becomes his salvation and
- perfection. But as long as one is in the material conception of
life, one’s persona is that one is the servant of one’s family,
. commumty, body, nation, ideal, and so on. In either case the
 persona is there and must continue, but proper understanding
~ isrealizing that one is the eternal servant of Krsna. Aslong as
__one is in the material conception, one labors under the delu-
. sion of the false ego, thinking, ‘I am an American,”’ *‘I am a
~ Hindu,” and so on. This is the false ego at work. In reality we
_ are all servants of God. When we speak of a ‘‘false ego,”” we
. predicate a real ego, a purified ego. One whose ego is purified
_ understands that he is the servant of Krsna.
-Hayagnva dasa: For Jung, the purpose of psychoanalysis i 1s to
~ come to grips with our subconscious, shadow personality.
- Then we can know completely who we are.
i Snla Prabhupada: That means attaining real knowledge.
: vard _When Sanatana Gosvami approached Sri Caitanya Maha-
orthatwasthe = prabhu, Sanitana said, ‘‘Please reveal to me who and what I
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am.” In order to understand our real identity, we require the
assistance of a guru.

Hayagriva dasa: Jung says that in the shadow personality of
all males, there is a bit of the female, and in all females there is
a bit of the male. Because we repress these aspects of the
shadow personality, we do not understand our actions.

Srila Prabhupada: We say that every living entity is by nature
a female, prakrti. Prakrti means ‘‘female,” and purusa means
““male.”” Although we are prakrti, in this material world we are
posing ourselves as purusa. Because the jivdrmd, the individual
soul, has the propensity to enjoy as a male, he is sometimes
described as purusa. But actually the jivatmad is not purusa. He
is prakrti. Prakrti means the predominated, and purusa means
the predominator. The only predominator is Krsna; therefore,
originally we are all female by constitution. But under illusion
we attempt to become males, enjoyers. This is called mdyd.
Although a female by constitution, the living entity is trying to
imitate the supreme male, Krsna. When one comes to his
original consciousness, one understands that he is not the pre-
dominator but the predominated.
Hayagriva dasa: Jung wrote of the soul in this way: “If the
human soul is anything, it must be of unimaginable complex-
ity and diversity, so that it cannot possibly be approached
through a mere psychology of instinct.”

Srila Prabhupada: According to Caitanya Mahaprabhu, we
can understand the soul through training, We should under-
stand that we are nat brdhmanas [intellectuals], ksatrivas
[administrators], sudras [laborers], sannydsis [renunciants],
brahmacaris [celibate students], or whatever. By negation we
can understand, ‘I am not this, I am not that.”” Then what is
our identity? Caitanya Mahéprabhu says, gopi-bhartuh pada-
kamalayor dasa-dasanuddsah: **1 am the servant of the servant
of the servant of Krsna, the maintainer of the gopis [Krsna’s
dearmost servants, the milkmaids of Vrndavana].”” That is
our real identity. As long as we do not identify ourselves as
eternal servants of Krsna, we will be subject to various false
identifications. Bhakti, devotional service, is the means by
which we can be purified of false identifications.

_ Hayagrwa dasa: Concerning the soul, Jung further wrote, I
“can only gaze with wonder and awe at the depths and helghts
of our psychic nature. Its nonspatial universe conceals an un-
told abundance of images which have accumulated over
millions of years. ...”

Srila Prabhupada: Since we are constantly changing our
bodies, constantly undergoing transmigration, we are ac-
cumulating various experiences. However, if we remain fixed
in Krsna consciousness, we do not change. There is none of
this fluctuation once we understand our real identity, which is,
“Iam the servant of Krsna; my duty is to serve Him.”” Arjuna
realized this after hearing Bhagavad -gitd, and he told Sri
Krsna,

nasto mohah smrtir labdhd
tvat-prasadan maydcyuta

sthito ’smi gata-sandehah
karisye vacanam tava

“My dear Krsna, O infallible one, my illusion is now gone. I
have regained my memory by Your mercy, and I am now firm
and free from doubt and am prepared to act according to Your
instructions.” [Bg. 18.73]

So after hearing Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna comes to this conclu-
sion, and his illusion is dispelled by Krsna’s mercy. Arjuna is
then fixed in his original position. And what is this? Karisye
vacanam tava: *‘“Whatever You say, I shall do.”” At the begin-
ning of Bhagavad-gita Krsna told Arjuna to fight, and Arjuna
refused. At the conclusion of Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna’s illusion
is dispelled, and he is situated in his original constitutional
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position. Thus our perfection lies in executing the orders of
Krsna.
Hayagriva dasa: Jung noted that the world’s religions speak
of five different types of rebirth. One is metempsychosis, the
transmigration of souls, and, according to this view,
.one’s life is prolonged in time by passing through dif-
ferent bodily existences; or, from another point of view, it is a
life-sequence interrupted by different reincarnations. . .. It is
by no means certain whether continuity of personality is
guaranteed or not: there may be only a continuity of karma.”
Srila Prabhupada: A personality is always there, and bodily
changes do not affect it. However, one 1dent1ﬁes himself ac-
cording to his body. For instance, when the soul is within the
body of a dog, he thinks according to that particular bodily
construction. He thinks, “‘I am a dog, and [ have my particular
activities.”” In human society the same conception is there.
For instance, when one is born in America he thinks, *“I am
an American, and [ have my duty.”” According to the body,
the personality is manifest—but in all cases personality is
there.
Hayagriva dasa: But is this personality continuous?
Srila Prabhupada: Certainly the personality is continuous. At
death the soul passes into another gross body along with its
mental and intellectual identifications. The individual acquires
different types of bodies, but the person is the same.
Hayagriva dasa: This would correspond to the second type of
rebirth, which is reincarnation. Jung wrote, ““This concept of
rebirth necessarily implies the continuity of personality. Here
the human personality is regarded as continuous and acces-
sible to memory, so that when one is incarnated or born, one
is able, at least potentially, to remember that one has lived
through previous existences and that these existences were
one’s own—that is, that they had the same ego-form as the
present life. As a rule, reincarnation means rebirth into a
human body.”’
Srlla Prabhupada: Not necessarily into a human body. From
Srimad- Bhagavatam we learn that Bharata Maharaja became a
deer in his next life. The soul is changing bodies just as a man
changes his dress. The man is the same, although his dress
may be different:

vasamsi firnani yathd vihdya
navani grhnati naro 'pardani

tatha sarirani vihdya jirnany
anyani samyadti navani dehi

““As a person puts on new garments, giving up old ones,
similarly the soul accepts new material bodies, giving up the
old and useless ones.”” [Bg. 2.22] When a dress is old and can-
not be used anymore, one has to purchase another. Similarly,
you ‘‘purchase” a new bodily dress with the ‘“‘money’
(karma) you have accumulated in your life. The man is the
same, but his dress is supplied according to the price he can
pay. According to your karma, you receive a certain type of
body.

Hayagriva dasa: The third type of rebirth is called resurrec-
tion, and Jung notes that there are two types of resurrection.
‘It may be a carnal body, as in the Christian assumption that
this body will be resurrected.” According to the Christian
doctrine, at the end of the world the gross bodies will reassem-
ble themselves and ascend into heaven or descend into hell,

Srila Prabhupada: This is sim ply foolishness. The gross ma-
terial body can never be resurrected. At the time of death the
living entity leaves this material body, and the material body
disintegrates. How can the material elements reassemble
themselves?

Hayagriva dasa: Jung further wrote that on a higher level,



resurrection is no longer understood in a gross material sense:
““It is assumed that the resurrection of the dead is the raising
up of the corpus gloriaficationis, the subtle body, in the state of
incorruptibility.”’

Srila Prabhupada: This type of “‘resurrection” is applicable
only to God and His representatives, not to others. In this
case, it is not a material body that is ‘‘raised up,’’ but a spiri-
tual one. When God appears, He appears in a spiritual body,
and this body does not change. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says
that He spoke to the sun-god millions of years ago, and Ar-
juna questions how this could be possible. Krsna replies that
although Arjuna had been present, he could not remember. It
is possible for one to remember only if one does not change
bodies—changing bodies means forgetting. But the Lord’s
body is purely spiritual, and a spiritual body never changes.
According to the Mayavadi conception, the Absolute Truth is
impersonal, and when He appears as a person He accepts a
material body. But those who are advanced in spiritual knowl-
edge, who accept the Bhagavad-gitd, understand that this is
not the case. Krsna specifically says, avajdnanti mam mudha
madnusim tanum dsritam: ‘‘Because I appear as a human being,
the unintelligent think that I am nothing but a human being.”’
[Bg. 9.11] This is not the case. Impersonalists have no knowl-
edge of the spiritual body.

Hayagriva dasa: The fourth form of rebirth is called
renovatio, and this applies to “‘the transformation of a mortal
into an immortal being, of a corporeal into a spiritual being,
and of a human into a divine being. Well-known prototypes of
this change are the transfiguration and ascension of Christ,
and the bodily assumption of the mother of God into heaven
after her death.”

Srila Prabhupada: We say that the spiritual body never dies,
and the material body is subject to destruction. Na hanyate
hanyamane sarire: the material body is subject to destruction,
but after its destruction the spiritual body is still there. The
spiritual body is neither generated nor killed. ;
Hayagriva dasa: But aren’t there examples in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam of a kind of ascension into heaven? Didn’t Ar-
juna ascend?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, and Yudhisthira. There are many in-
stances—especially Krsna Himself and His associates. But we
should never consider their bodies material. They didn’t go
through death of any sort, although their bodies traveled to
the higher universe. But it is also a fact that everyone
possesses a spiritual body.

Hayagriva dasa: The fifth type of rebirth is indirect and is
called “‘participation in the process of transformation.”” Exam-
ples of this type may be the initiation ceremony or the twice-
born ceremony of the brdhmana. ‘‘In other words,”” Jung
wrote, ‘‘one has to witness, or take part in, some rite of
transformation. This rite may be a ceremony. ... Through his
presence at the rite, the individual participates in divine
grace.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, one’s first birth is by one’s father and
mother, and the next birth is by the spiritual master and Vedic
knowledge. When one takes his second birth, he comes to
understand that he is not the material body. This is spiritual
education. That birth of knowledge, or birth into knowledge, is
called bija.

Hayagriva dasa: Thus far we have only discussed Jung’s
autobiography. In one of Jung’s last books, The Undiscovered
Self, he discussed the meaning of religion and its utility in the
modern world. He wrote, ““The meaning and purpose of
religion lie in the relationship of the individual to God (Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Islam) or to the path of salvation and libera-
tion (Buddhism). From this basic fact all ethics is derived,
which without the individual’s responsibility before God can

be called nothing more than conventional morality.”’

Srila Prabhupida: First of all, we understand from
Bhagavad-gita that no one can approach God without being
purified of all sinful reactions. Only one who is standing on the
platform of pure goodness can understand God and engage in
His service. From Arjuna, we understand that God is param
brahma param dhama pavitrar paramam bhavan: He is ‘‘the
Supreme Brahman, the ultimate, the supreme abode and
purifier.”” [Bg. 10.12] Pararm brahma indicates the Supreme
Brahman. Every living being is Brahman, or spirit, but Krsna
is the param brahma, the Supreme Brahman. He is also param
dhama, the ultimate abode of everything. He is also pavitrarm
paramam, the purest of the pure. In order to approach the
purest of the pure, one must become completely pure, and to
this end morality and ethics are necessary. Therefore, in our
eatmg, intoxication, and gambling—the four pillars cf sinful
life. If we can avoid these sinful activities, we can remain on
the platform of purity. Krsna consciousness is based on this
morality, and one who cannot follow these principles falls
down from the spiritual platform. Thus, purity is the basic
principle of God consciousness and is essential for the re-
establishment of our eternal relationship with God.
Hayagriva dasa: Jung saw atheistic communism as the
greatest threat in the world today. He wrote, ‘“The com-
munistic revolution has debased man far lower than
democratic collective psychology has done, because it robs
him of his freedom not only in the social but in the moral and
spiritual sense. . . . The state has taken the place of God; that is
why, seen from this angle, the socialist dictamrships are«-
religious, and state slavery is a form of worship.” :
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, I agree with him. Atheistic commu-
nism has contributed to the degradation of human civilization.
The communists supposedly believe in the equal distribution
of wealth. According to our understanding, God is the father,
material nature is the mother, and the living entities are the
sons. The sons have a right to live at the cost of the father. The
entire universe is the property of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and the living entities are being supported by the
supreme father. However, one should be satisfied with the
supplies allotted to him. According to ISopanisad, tena tyaktena
bhunjithah: we should be satisfied with our allotment and not
envy one another or encroach upon one another’s property.
We should not envy the capitalists or the wealthy, because
everyone is given his allotment by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Consequently, everyone should be satisfied with
what he receives. On the other hand, one should not exploit
others. One may be born in a wealthy family, but one should
not interfere with the rights of others. Whether one is rich or
poor, one should be God conscious, accept God’s arrange-
ment, and serve God to his fullest. This is the philosophy of
Srimad-Bhdgavatam, and it is confirmed by Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. We should be content with our allocations from God
and concern ourselves with advancing in Krsna conscious-
ness. If we become envious of the rich, we will be tempted to
encroach upon their allotment, and in this way we are diverted
from our service to the Lord. The main point is that everyone,
rich or poor, should engage in God’s service. If everyone does
50, there will be real peace in the world.

Hayagriva dasa: Concerning the socialist state, Jung further
wrote, ‘‘“The goals of religion—deliverance from evil, recon-
ciliation with God, rewards in the hereafter, and so on—turn
into worldly promises about freedom from care for one’s daily
bread, the just distribution of material goods, universal
prosperity in the future, and shorter working hours.”’ In other
words, the communists place emphasis on immediate tactile

rewards. (continued on page 8)
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With oil running out and no substitute in sight, we need more than stopgap solutions.

ENERGY

How to Meet the Crisis

Recently thirty-five of the world’s
leading scientists met at the Mass-
achusetts Institute of Technology and
predicted that our civilization will
definitely run out of oil by the year 2000,
Corroborating this warning, the Institute
of Human Relations, in New York, said,
“It is widely agreed that the world’s
known oil reserves will not last beyond
the present century.”

These and many other portents have
led President Carter to call the energy
crisis the most important problem facing
the American people today. He even cre-
ated a Cabinet-level department to deal
with it. After several months of intense
effort, the Department of Energy pro-
duced a comprehensive energy plan,
which is now being bitterly contested in
the United States Senate. But even if this
plan is approved and works perfectly, it
would only succeed in reducing the rate
of increase of energy consumption in the
United States from about 3.3% per year
to 2% per year (in the process costing
about 900,000 jobs and wreaking
ecological havoc). In other words, at best
we’d simply be paying dearly to put the
energy crunch off for a few years.

Despite all this, people in general are
not willing to cut down their consump-
tion of energy. The Washington Post re-
ported that Americans ignored the Presi-
dent’s dire warnings about the exhaus-
tion of petroleum reserves: they used 5%
more gasoline in August, 1977, than
they had the previous year. The problem
seems to be that, as one energy specialist
put it, “The [energy] problem will be
critical before it even appears serious.”
At present the heavily industrialized
United States, with only 5% of the
world’s population, is using more than
40% of the world’s energy output. But
how long can this situation last? To catch
up to the United States, the rest of the
world is racing to industrialize, but the
world’s limited energy reserves make the

by BALAVANTA DASA

end of the energy bonanza inevitable.

It seems as though we’ve all been
taught from birth that Western civiliza-
tion is just dawning, that it will go on ex-
panding and improving indefinitely,
raising the general welfare through the
enlightened use of technology. The pres-
ent facts, however, compel us to reach a
different conclusion: that our in-
dustrialized civilization is grinding to a
halt. The affluent standard of living
we’ve created in the last few decades is
almost completely dependent on the
petroleum industry. From transportation
to heating, from manufacturing to
agriculture, everything is running on
oil—which is now running out. The
debate as to when it will run out misses
the crucial point.

Naturally, in response to the energy
crisis, our leaders are rallying around the
banners of various hopeful proposals.
Typical is the plan to develop nuclear fis-
sion as an alternative energy source. Ac-
cording to one congressman, if we build
enough nuclear fission reactors by 1990,
‘““‘we may be able to provide clean, cheap
energy forever.”” He neglects to tell us,
however, that the fuel used in these
reactors could also be used by terrorist
groups to produce nuclear weapons, or
that the nuclear waste is so persistently
toxic that disposing of it is more of a
problem than the oil dilemma itself. In
this regard Edward D. David, former
President Nixon'’s science advisor, said,
“One has a very queasy feeling about
something that has to stay underground
and be pretty well sealed off for twenty-
five thousand years before it is harm-
less.”

Like the development of nuclear fis-
sion reactors, all the other plans for
““cheap energy forever’’ —harnessing
nuclear fusion or solar energy, increas-
ing coal production, extracting oil from
shale, and so on—carry with them the
seeds of harmful reactions and side

effects that would eventually outweigh
their supposed benefits.

Thousands of years ago the great
devotee and saint Prahlada Maharaja de-
scribed our present situation very suc-
cinctly, and his words have been
chronicled in India’s great spiritual
classic Srimad-Bhdagavatam (7.7.41):

yad-artha iha karmani
vidvan-many asakrn narah

karoty ato viparyasam
amogham vindate phalam

‘‘Materialistic people, thinking them-
selves very advanced in knowledge,
continually promote economic develop-
ment. But again and again they are frus-
trated. Indeed, the rtesults they obtain
are inevitably the opposite of those they
desire.”

The proof of Prahlida Maharaja’s
statement is all around us. Every year we
manufacture millions of automobiles to
speed us to our destination in comfort—
and every year tens of thousands of
people meet a horrible death on the
highways. Every year we proudly watch
our gross national product push closer to
the $2 trillion mark—and every year we
add even more dangerous pollutants to
our water and air. And every year we
watch in awe as the latest multimillion-
dollar medical technology is unveiled—
and every year people are growing old,
getting sick, and dying, just as before.

The fact is that we have created a
hollow civilization based simply on the
pursuit of temporary, flickering sense
pleasure. We try to create a very
comfortable situation, but we succeed
only in creating an even more uncom-
fortable situation. This is the way of ma-
terial life, devoid of God consciousness.
Qur entire artificial way of life is based
on the shaky assumption that, through
science and technology, we can conquer
nature, defy God, and create a world bet-
ter than the one He has already so kindly
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provided for us. Unsatisfied with the
natural comforts God offers us, we cre-
ate artificial comforts—but we must also
suffer the concomitant discomforts.
Now, having created a huge artificial
civilization, we are suffering such reac-
tions as the energy crisis. In such a situa-
tion, what thoughtful person could
possibly propose that we try to solve our
staggering problems piecemeal? Is it not
obvious that these anomalies are in-
herent in our hedonistic way of life, as
Prahlada Maharaja explained so many
years ago? Clearly, what we actually
need is a wholesale renovation of the en-
tire human society.

Wrong Answers

Many people think that Marxist com-
munism is the answer. But right away we
can discount that idea, since, like
Western capitalism, this communism
also assumes—falsely —that material ad-
vancement will solve life’s problems.
The Russians, the Chinese, and their re-
spective allies fail to recognize that tech-

nological and economic development

will not insure peace and happiness. As
is so clear in the West, such develop-
ment is producing just the opposite. So
Marxist communism fails to offer a
viable solution to the world’s problems
for the same reason that capitalism fails.
Indeed, they are both from the same ma-
terialistic store.

Another popular response to the en-
ergy crisis is the plan to convert the
economic base from heavy industry to
simple agriculture and cottage industries.
The idea is that since so much misery
has been produced by ‘‘bigness’’ (with
its huge factories, burgeoning tech-
nology, and competition for natural
resources and money) our only recourse
is to return to a simple and natural life.
‘*Small is beautiful’ is a popular slogan.

While the truth of this is obvious, it is
nonetheless a very partial truth because
it ignores the essential need for spiritu-
ality and purification in human society.
Our modern technological culture has
been generated by our intense desire to
lord it over and enjoy the material
nature. How can people give up this
desire so easily and return to a simpler
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and more austere way of life? After all,
as the song goes, ‘‘How you gonna keep
’em down on the farm after they’ve seen
Paree?”” And even if a person can give
up some sense gratification for a time, he
will soon return to it unless he can
replace it with a higher, spiritual
pleasure. In India we often see some
misguided transcendentalist renounce
this world as unreal and go off to the
forest or mountains to meditate; but in
the end he returns to fulfill his un-
satisfied material desires. In the United
States many idealistic young people
often try to renounce their complicated,
materialistic lives and take up a simpler
life style, but they find it impossible and
return to their old ways. The radicals and
hippies of the 60’s have become the in-
surance salesmen of the 70’s. And as we
have already seen, although the
American people have now been amply
warned of the impending energy crisis,
instead of simplifying their lives and
using less energy, the vast majority are
consuming more energy than ever.
Thus, although it may be possible for
some rare few, most people would find it
impossible simply to give up their
sophisticated sense gratification.  *

Solution

So the solution to the energy crisis
does not lie in some new technology or
in artificial “‘smallness.’”’” Rather, it lies
in transforming our materialistic society
into a God conscious one—one fully in
harmony with the laws of nature. It is
this God consciousness alone that can
provide us with both the moral strength
and the spiritual pleasure necessary to
simplify our lives and reduce energy con-
sumption.

How to achieve the radical transition
to a God conscious society—that’s the
difficulty. Yet fortunately, models of
such a society already exist in the farm-
ing communities and temples of
ISKCON, the ‘International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. The devotees in
ISKCON mold their lives around the
teachings of Bhagavad-gita, which con-
tains the essence of Vedic wisdom. The
Bhagavad-gita, spoken by the Supreme
Lord Krsna five thousand years ago,
reveals the knowledge that can enable us
to transform our present materialistic
society into a God-centered one. The
Gita teaches us how to achieve a higher,
spiritual pleasure—a pleasure that can
keep us very satisfied in a pure, simple
life of God consciousness.

As for our economic needs, they are

(continued on page 36)
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(continued from page 5)

Srila Prabhupada: This is because they have no understand-
ing of spiritual life, nor can they understand that the person
within the body is eternal and spiritual. Therefore they recom-
mend immediate sense gratification.

Hayagriva dasa: Jung believed, however, that socialism or
Marxism cannot possibly replace religion in the proper, tradi-
tional sense. ‘“A natural function which has existed from the
beginning —like the religious function —cannot be disposed of
with rationalistic and so-called enlightened criticism.””

Srila Prabhupada: The communists are concerned with ad-
justing material things, which can actually never be adjusted.
They imagine that they can solve problems, but ultimately
their plans will fail. The communists do not understand what
religion actually is. It is not possible to avoid religion. Every-
thing has a particular characteristic. Salt is salty, sugar is
sweet, and chili is hot or pungent. These are intrinsic charac-
teristics. Similarly, the living entity has an intrinsic quality.
His characteristic is to render service—be he a communist, a
theist, a capitalist, or whatever. In all countries people are
working and rendering service to their respective govern-
ments—be they capitalists or communists—and the people are
not getting any lasting benefit. Therefore we say that if people
follow the footsteps of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by serving
Krsna, they will actually be happy. Both communists and
capitalists are saying, ‘“‘Render service to me,”” but Krsna
says, sarva-dharman parityajya: ‘‘Just give up all other service
and render service unto Me, and [ will free you from all sinful
reactions.” [Bg. 18.66]

Hayagriva dasa: Jung feels that materialistic Western capital-
ism cannot possibly defeat a pseudoreligion like Marxism. He
believes that the only way the individual can combat atheistic
communism is to adopt a nonmaterialistic religion. He wrote,
*“It has been correctly realized in many quarters that the alex-
ipharmic, the antidote, should in this case be an equally potent
faith of a different and nonmaterialistic kind. ...”” So Jung
sees modern man in desperate need of a religion that has im-
mediate meaning. He feels that Christianity is no longer effec-
tive because it no longer expresses what modern man needs
most.

Srila Prabhupéada: That nonmaterialistic religion which is
above everything—Marxism or capitalism—is this Krsna con-
sciousness movement. Krsna has nothing to do with any ma-
terialistic ‘‘ism,”” and this movement is directly connected
with Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. God de-
mands complete surrender, and we are teaching, ‘‘You are
servants, but your service is being wrongly placed. Therefore
you are not happy. Just render service to Krsna, and you will
find happiness.”” We neither support communism nor capital-
ism, nor do we advocate the adoption of pseudoreligions. We
are only for Krsna.

Hayagriva dasa: Concerning the social situation, Jung wrote,
‘It is unfortunately only too clear that if the individual is not
truly regenerated in spirit, society cannot be either, for society
is the sum total of individuals in need of redemption,”

Srila Prabhupada: The basis of change is the individual. Now
there are a few individuals initiated into Krsna consciousness,
and if a large percentage can thus become invigorated, the face
of the world will change. There is no doubt of this,
Hayagriva dasa: For Jung, the salvation of the world consists
in the salvation of the individual soul. The only thing that
saves man from submersion into the masses is his relationship
to God. Jung wrote, ‘‘His individual relation to God would be
an effective shield against these pernicious influences.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, those who take Krsna consciousness
seriously are never troubled by Marxism, this-ism, or that-
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ism. A Marxist may take to Krsna consciousness, but a Krsna
conscious devotee would never become a Marxist. That is not
possible. It is explained in Bhagavad-gita that when one knows
the highest perfection of life, one cannot be misled by a third-
or fourth-class philosophy.

Hayagriva dasa: Jung also felt that materialistic progress
could be a possible enemy to the individual. He wrote,
**A favorable environment merely strengthens the dangerous
tendency to expect everything to originate from outside—
even that metamorphosis which external reality cannot pm-
vide, namely, a deep-seated change of the inner man.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, everything originates from m51de
from the soul. It is confirmed by Bhaktivinoda Thakura and
others that material progress is essentially an expansion of the
external energy—madyd, illusion. We are all living in illusion,
and so-called scientists and philosophers can never under-
stand God and their relationship to Him, despite their ma-
terial advancement. Material advancement and knowledge are
actually a hindrance to the progressive march of Krsna con-
sciousness. We therefore minimize our necessities to live a
saintly life. We are not after luxurious living. We feel that life
is meant for spiritual progress and Krsna consciousness, not
for material advancement.

Hayagriva dasa: To inspire this deep-seated change in the in-
ner man, Jung feels that a proper teacher is needed, someone
to explain religion to man.,

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. According to the Vedic injunction, it
is essential to seek out a guru—a person who is a representa-
tive of God. Saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastraih. The repre-
sentative of God is worshiped as God, but he never says, “I
am God.” Although he is worshiped as God, he is the servant
of God—God Himself is always the master. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu requested everyone to become a guru. ‘““Wherever you
are, simply become a guru and deliver all these people who are
inignorance.”” One may say, ‘I am not very learned. How can
I become a guru?’’ But Caitanya Mahaprabhu said that it is not
necessary to be a learned scholar, for there are many so-called
learned scholars who are fools. It is only necessary to impart
Krsna’s instructions, which are already there in Bhagavad-
gita. Whoever explains Bhagavad-gitd as it is—he is a guru. If
one is fortunate enough to approach such a gury, his life be-
comes successful.

Hayagriva dasa: Jung also laments the fact that ‘‘our philoso-
phy is no longer a way of life, as it was in antiquity; it has
turned into an exclusively intellectual and academic affair.”’
Srila Prabhupada: That is also our opinion: mental specula-
tion has no value in itself. One must be directly in touch with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and using all reason,
one must assimilate the instructions given by Him. One can
then follow these instructions in one’s daily life and do good to
others by teaching Bhagavad-gita.

Hayagriva dasa: On one hand, Jung sees an exclusively in-
tellectual philosophy; on the other, denominational religions
with “‘archaic rites and conceptions’’ that ‘‘express a view of
the world which caused no great difficulties in the Middle
Ages, but which has become strange and unintelligible to the
man of today....”

Srila Prabhupada: That is because preachers of religion are
simply dogmatic. They have no clear idea of God; they only
make official proclamations. When one does not understand,
he cannot make others understand. But there is no such
vanity in Krsna consciousness. Krsna consciousness is clear in
every respect. This is the expected movement Mr. Jung
wanted. Every sane man should cooperate with this move-
ment and liberate human society from the gross darkness of
ignorance. o



Child prostitution is on the rise in
cities all over America. Los Angeles
police estimate that in their city alone,
more than three thousand boys and girls
under fourteen are involved, and for
New York City the figure is even higher:
as many as twenty thousand juveniles
under sixteen are wandering the streets,
and a substantial percentage are full- or
part-time prostitutes. Most of these
children are runaways from broken
homes. From all across the country they
stream into the big cities (especially New
York), where pimps, child molesters,
and racketeers enslave them in the name
of providing food and lodging.

Of course, most people view all of.this
as a tragic waste of human lives. What is
most appalling is that the victims are the
very persons who most need society’s
protection—our young children. But
despite the problem’s urgency, Time
reported recently, there seem to be ““no
easy answers or ready remedies.”

Apparently, the real problem is that
we're trying to play both ends against the
middle. On one end, we’re outraged at
child prostitution, child pornography,
rape, and mass sex murders. On the
other end, we wink at adultery and for-
nication (‘‘extramarital sex’ and ‘‘pre-
marital sex’’ sound more congenial, and
even infanticide isn’t quite as unsettling
when it becomes ‘‘abortion’’). It’s a
bizarre line we want to draw: ““On this
side promiscuity is a crime—on that side
it’s all right.”” But how can we be so sure
where to draw the line?

One thing is clear: we’ve been tolerat-
ing more and more promiscuity in what
we consider acceptable sexual behavior.
Aside from legalizing abortion, pornog-
raphy, adultery, and fornication, we’ve
practically made promiscuity a part of the
gross national product. Already it sells
everything from thumbtacks to
typewriters. With promiscuity as a
behavioral norm and even a commodity,
no wonder it’s so hard to draw the line
between ‘‘tolerable” and ‘‘criminal.”’
Even when we’'re faced with an un-

“With promiscuity as a norm and even a commodity, no wonder it’s
hard to draw the line between ‘tolerable’ and ‘criminal.” ”’

CHILD PROSTITUTION

Promiscuity’s Bitter Harvest

Above: San Francisco’s Broadway

mistakable evil like child prostitution,
we say, “We don’t know how to deal
with it.”” Isn’t there a link between
‘‘criminal’’ and ‘‘tolerable’’ pro-
miscuity?

If we're going to talk about what
makes for promiscuity, then naturally we
need some clear-cut ideas on what
makes for propriety—we need a sexual
standard. Now, it seems obvious that
this standard can’t be mere vox populi or
the latest psychological fad. Of course,
the comman man and the psychologist
may have their opinions. But their opin-
ions have sown the seeds for promiscuity
and its bitter harvest, child prostitution.
What is the value of their opinions? If we
want a sexual standard, let’s listen to
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head (whom the world’s scriptures
variously call God, Allah, Jehovah, and
so forth).

Lord Krsna has always said “‘no pro-
miscuity,”” so that’s the way it has to be.
At the same time, in the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna says that He looks favorably on
sex that accords with religious prin-
ciples—sex between married people who

“Isn't there a link?”

want to raise children in God conscious-
ness. Sex for procreation within mar- «
riage, as devotional service to God, may
seem out of tune with today’s trends, but
that doesn’t mean it is undesirable or
unhealthy.

In fact, historically it’s clear that
whenever people have looked upon self-
realization and realization of God as
life’s real goal, sex crimes have been vir-
tually nonexistent. We may note that for
nearly all the people of ancient India,
prostitution and even more ordinary
varieties of illicit sex were unthinkable.
But that wasn’t because these people
were artificially repressing themselves.
They simply had no taste for pro-
miscuity. They were experiencing a
higher taste—spiritual happiness, the
taste of self-realization. Serious social
reformers can inquire into this higher
taste, which alone can replace the lower
taste of promiscuity. In the spirit of
“Physician, heal thyself,”’ people who
want to do something about sex crimes
might do well to find out about self-
realization—and get the higher taste for
themselves. —SDG
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Questions People Ask
About Chanting Hare Krsna

HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

AVADASA
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Q. What is the Hare Krsna maha-mantra?
A. A mantra is a transcendental sound
vibration that delivers the mind from
material anxieties. Of all mantras, the
Hare Krsna mantra is the maha-mantra,
the great manira. Composed entirely of
God's names, it appears in the ancient
Sanskrit scriptures called the Upanisads:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rima, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. The name Hare
addresses the spiritual energy of God.
It’s like calling out *‘O energy of God!™
The name Krsna means “‘all-attractive’
and thus calls upon the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. Rama, another
name of God, means ‘‘the highest
pleasure.”

Q. How does the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
work ?

A. The greatest teacher of the Hare
Krsna mantra is Lord Caitanya, the in-
carnation of Krsna who appeared five
hundred years ago in India. About the
maha-mantra He once said, “‘It cleans
the heart of all the dirt accumulated for
many lifetimes and puts out the fire of
material life, of repeated birth and
death.”” According to the Vedic liter-
ature, we experience difficulties in life
only because we have lost touch with our
original, pure consciousness. In that
original, spiritual state we do not suffer
birth, death, disease, or old age. This
spiritual nature—our real identity —is al-
ways present within us, but we have
temporarily forgotten it. Chanting Hare
Krsna is therefore not an artificial im-
position on the mind. Rather, it clears
the dust from the mirror of the mind so
that we can see our original conscious-
ness—our identity as eternal parts of the
Supreme. By chanting the name Krsna,
Krsna is present (the names of God are
not different from God), and His pres-
ence purifies us and brings us transcen-
dental happiness. To chant, one should
simply repeat the mantra and hear the
sound vibration. One can sing it (alone
or in a group) or softly repeat it to
oneself.

Q.How do you know the chanting is not
some kind of hypnotism?

A. A hypnotic trance is an induced state
that resembles deep sleep and makes one
susceptible to external suggestions.
People who regularly chant Hare Krsna
do not show these symptoms. Nor is the
chanting part of the hypnotist’s reper-
toire. The Hare Krsna maha-mantra con-
cerns ohly the spirit soul on the tran-
scendental platform. In India especially,

persons in the guru-disciple succession
have chanted it for thousands of years,
and the scriptures recommend it as a
standard form of meditation.

Q.How does chanting the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra differ from other forms of
meditation ?

A. It is the easiest form of meditation,

The best way to focus the mind while chant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-mantra is to use a
string of 108 chanting beads (please see
coupon on inside back cover). One can chant
indoors or out, sitting or standing, and at
once feel spiritual pleasure.

and the one most recommended by bona
fide saints, sages, and scriptures. On the
other hand, it is very difficult to correctly
perform the kind of meditation in which
one sits silently without moving. To do
so one has to gjve up all material desires
and practice meditating alone for a long
time in a secluded place. The so-called
meditation practiced by popular yoga
clubs is an imitation of the solitary,
mystic meditation. It is a complete farce
to practice such ‘‘meditation’” while liv-
ing in a big city and maintaining habits
like intoxication and illicit sex. Yet any-
one anywhere can enjoy immediate
results by performing the simple medita-
tion of chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra. Therefore the Vedic scriptures
have recommended it as the only practi-
cal meditation for this age.

Q. Do you have to change your way of life to
benefit from the chanting of Hare Krsna?
A. No. Lord Caitanya emphasized that to
attain the full benefits one need only
chant Hare Krsna in a humble state of
mind. In other words, one should hum-
bly call out to God and pray to b€
engaged in His service. But one doesn’t
have to live in a special community or
shave his head or dress in a certain way.
Nor does one have to leave his family or
occupation, Of course, those who have
received the mantra from a genuine spiri-
tual master, and who agree to follow
some basic rules for avoidance of sinful
life, will make very rapid advancement.
In any case, one is advised to associate
with others who are chanting Hare
Krsna.

Q. What is the goal of chanting Hare
Krsna?

A. Our spiritual master Srila Prabhupada
once said that the chanting of Hare
Krsna results in more chanting of Hare
Krsna. In other words, since chanting
develops love of God, it is not merely a
means to an end. Chanting God’s names
in devotion is itself both the means and
the end.

Q.How will chanting the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra help the world?

A. The only difficulty with the world is
its lack of God consciousness. So the
more that people take to the chanting of
God’s names, the more auspiciousness
there will be. Otherwise, the world will
continue to move toward the brink of
destruction. The chanting of the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra is not an exercise for
a few. It is meant to bring peace to the
whole world. o]
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TAKING SHELTER

by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
(translated from the Bengali by
Jayasacinandana dasa)

O Lord, there is nothing that I call “mine.” You alone are
my father, friend, and brother.

My friends, wife, sons, and daughters are actually Your
servants and maidservants. So whatever care I take for
them is only to please You.

If I go on maintaining my wealth, family members, home,
and wife, I do it simply because they are Yours. As for
myself, I am just Your servant.

To serve You [ will earn money and bear the expenditures
of Your household.

I don't care about what may be goad or bad for me. [ just
care about serving You. I am only a watchman who guards
the properties in Your household.

Whenever I use my senses— to hear, to see, to smell or
taste— I do it just to please You.

I no longer do anything for my own pleasure. Thakura
Bhaktivinoda says, “Your happiness is the essence of
everything.”
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THIS IS A SONG written at the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, a great spiritual master in
the disciplic line of Krsna consciousness. It is an excerpt from
a larger work entitled Sarandgati (Taking Shelter).

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura was a householder, with a wife
and children, and he was a responsible government magis-
trate. Yet despite his apparent involvement in affairs of this
material world, he was perfectly Krsna conscious, with his
mind, words, and actions fully dedicated to the service of Lord
St Krsna. According to the teachings of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, the original teacher of Krsna conscigusness in the
modern age, one need not change one’s position in this ma-
terial world, but only one’s consciousness. This is confirmed
throughout the Vedic literature. There is no need to give up
one’s home, job, or family; one need only change one’s con-
sciousness from material consciousness to Krsna conscious-
ness, and one’s life will become sublime. One who knows the
science of Krsna and is fully absorbed in Krsna consciousness
is a liberated soul, even in this material world, and is fully
qualified to be a spiritual master.

In this song, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura expresses the ideal
of family life in Krsna consciousness. A Krsna conscious per-
son knows that he is not the body but a spiritual soul within
the body, and he knows that he is an eternal servant of Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, he sees life
not in terms of temporary bodily relationships but in the light
of the eternal relationship with Krsna. He knows that Krsna
alone is the true proprietor and enjoyer of everything and that
Krsna is everyone’s most intimate relative and well-wishing
friend.

Although friendships and family life within this material
world are temporary, one’s friends and relatives, in their true,
eternal identity, are all servants of Krsna, even if now they
may not know it. The Krsna conscious person, therefore, is al-
ways thinking of how to engage his friends and relatives—and,
for that matter, all living beings—in the service of Krsna.
The key to this transcendental consciousness is the chanting
of the holy names of the Lord—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima, Hare Rima, Rama
Rima, Hare Hare.

A householder is duty-bound to support his family and pro-
vide for their material needs, and he is equally obliged to see
o their spiritual well-being. 1t is said that one should not be-
come a mother, a father, a husband, or a teacher unless one
can protect those under his care from the clutches of death by
engaging them in the devotional service of Krsna. To do this a
responsible person will see that everyone under his care takes
part in a regular program of chanting Hare Krsna, study-
ing revealed scriptures like Bhagavad-git¢ and Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and eating only krsna-prasdda (vegetarian food
offered to Lord Krsna with devotion).

Although attachment to home, wife, children, friends, and
money is an impediment to spiritual advancement, a Krsna
conscious person knows that the family, friends, and posses-
sions he calls *‘his’’ in fact belong to Krsna alone. Therefore,
he continues to carry out his worldly duties, but only for the
satisfaction of Krsna. Whereas a materialist works in worldly
life to please himself or his friends and relatives, a Krsna con-
scious person works in the same way, but only to please
Krsna, the Supreme Lord. Therefore he is a perfect transcen-
dentalist. Although acting in worldly affairs, he is never
affected by material entanglements. In this way, he resembles
a lotus, which always rests upon the water but never becomes
wet. By dedicating one’s mind, one’s body, one’s home—
whatever one has—to the service of the Lord, one remains
perfectly situated in transcendental life. o

by Jayadvaita Svami



REMEMBERING SRILA PRABHUPADA

Some personal recollections by his disciples.

The first day | saw devotees chanting
was October 16, 1966. They were at
Tompkins Park in New York City. Ini-
tially 1 was captivated by the dancing.
Some minutes later, though, I noticed
Srila Prabhupada. He was sitting in-
conspicuously on the ground at the edge
of the circle of dancers, keeping the
rhythm on a little tom-tom or bongo
drum, allowing the flamboyant hippies of
the Lower East Side to take the center
stage. His eyes were closed and his brow
was knit as he chanted with great inten-
sity and without any concern for people’s
worldly opinion of him. After an hour or
so he got up to speak on the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness. His voice was
strong and his clarity of thought was im-
pressive—yet he still maintained his
humble demeanor. His example of faith
and humility moved me. He was
praiseworthy, but he wasn’t looking for
praise. His knowledge of God made him
think of himself as very small, and be-
cause of this he was very great. It was
plain to see, right from the beginning.

Déimodara déasa

Srila Prabhupada was an expert cook.
““I learned just by watching,” he used to
tell us. I remember once he was staying
at his Bombay temple, and I was helping
another girl, Palikd, cook for him. This
was in December of 1976. Every day
Srila Prabhupada would take his main
meal at one-thirty in the afternoon—
small amounts of nicely prepared Indian
vegetarian dishes. So to cook all these
things—about eleven preparations—
Palika and I would have to start at eleven
in the morning, and the two of us would
have our hands full cooking right up to
the last minute. And by any normal stan-
dard we were doing it pretty fast.

Then one day Srila Prabhupada came
into the kitchen and told us he was going
to cook it all in forty-five minutes. His
doctor had told him not to see any visi-
tors that day, so he had time to do it. We
had a special three-tiered cooker that
he’d designed himself, and he put every-
thing for the whole meal in it. He put the
dahl (a spicy bean soup) in the bottom.
*On the second level he put his rice and
several kinds of vegetables. And he put
more vegetables on the top. Then he put
the whole set-up on the flame. So he had
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all the ingredients for the meal cooking
at the same time. (Palikd and I had tried
to use the cooker, too, but we could only
manage three preparations at once. The
rest we had to cook in separate pots on
the stove.) So when Srila Prabhupada
had everything going, he just turned to
us and said, ‘“Now you go take rest for
forty-five minutes.”” We were amazed.

We came back forty-five minutes later
and everything was almost ready. Then
Srila Prabhupiada spiced all the dishes
and made some capdtis (flat round
bread), and that was a whole gourmet
meal for four people. On the table was a
plate of milk sweets a devotee had
brought from America. As a final touch,
Srila Prabhupada put some sweets on
each plate and said, *‘This is the success
of my mission, don’t you think?”’

Srutirapa-devi dast

Years ago in Hawaii we had a problem:
our huge, seven-foot-tall tulasi plants
were overgrowing the temple gateway.
[Tulasi is a plant described in the Vedic
literatures as being sacred to Lord
Krsna.] We asked Srila Prabhupada
whether the branches should be pruned,
since guests had to duck beneath them to
enter. Srila Prabhupada chuckled, think-
ing it nice that people had to bow to enter
Krsna’s temple. He said we should tie
the branches back a bit, but he warned

us not to cut them. Govinda-devi dasi

The scriptures teach that the devotees
worship the spiritual master on an equal
level with God, but that the spiritual
master thinks of himself only as the
humble servant of God. ‘‘Nonsense!”’
proclaim the skeptics. ‘““No one can
receive that worship and remain hum-
ble.’ They didn’t know Srila Prabhu-
pada.

Once I was with a large group of devo-
tees who accompanied Srila Prabhupada
to Kennedy Airport to see him off. He
sat in the airline boarding area while we
crowded in around him, sitting at his
lotus feet, anxious for a last few minutes
of association with our beloved spiritual
master. Srila Prabhupada spoke softly;
we listened intently; two yak-tail whisks
rose and fell behind Srila Prabhupada’s
head. We could have stayed there
forever.

But I could see some angry airline
officials at the back of the crowd. Other
passengers for the plane could not enter
the boarding area. We would have. to
move, but the officials were failing
miserably at persuading us to relinquish
our place at the feet of the representative
of God. The officials found Ropanuga,
one of our leaders. There was some in-
tense discussion. Meanwhile Srila
Prabhupada had stopped talking; drums
and hand cymbals sounded, and the
Hare Krsna mantra filled the air. The
airline officials grew frantic. foN

Suddenly Rapanuga bounded upona
chair, cupped his hands around his
mouth, and began to shout with all the
authority at his command, which was
considerable. Everything stopped. All
faces turned up in astonishment. ““All
devotees get out!’’ he commanded.
“‘Leave this area at once!”

While everyone sat momentarily
stunned by the sudden interruption of
these stentorian commands, Srila
Prabhupada was immediately on his feet,
looking obediently for a way out of the
boarding area.

“Not you, Srila Prabhupada!” said
Rupanuga. I became jubilant with love
for Srila Prabhupada, who had thus so
naturally revealed his mind: while we
worshiped him like God, he considered
himself an ordinary person, and so he
humbly and promptly obeyed his ser-

vant’s command. _
Ravindra Svartpa disa
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A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

On the United Nations

This conversation between His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and Mr. P. Sharma, a former
United Nations worker, took place in Paris.

Srila Prabhupada: Suppose I ask the
United Nations, as an organization, to
explain the purpose of this cosmic
manifestation. I am created a man,
another is created an elephant, and
another is created an ant. Why is this?
The sun is rising on time, the moon is
rising on time, seasons are changing.
What is the purpose behind all this?
Mr. Sharma: I think the United Nations
would be at a loss to tell you.

Srila Prabhupada: So, people have be-
come very dull in spite of their so-called
education.

Mr, Sharma: Oh, yes. Education today
‘is merely book knowledge.

‘Srila Prabhupada: Such so-called
knowledge is described in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam as simply a waste of time.
Although a person may execute his
duties perfectly, if he doesn’t understand
the purpose of creation—if he doesn’t
awaken his Krsna consciousness—then
whatever he has done is simply a waste
of time. So our point is that the United
Natiens is only wasting time.

Even from the practical point of view,
they are unable to accomplish anything.
The original idea was to stop war. But
there have been so many wars, and they
cannot stop them. They call themselves
the United Nations, but actually they are
becoming disunited more and more. Ac-
cording to the Bhagavad-gita, if they ac-
tually want peace they must know that
Lord Krsna (the Supreme Personality of
Godhead) is the supreme enjoyer
(bhokta), that He is the supreme
proprietor (sarva-loka-mahesvaram), and
that He is the friend of everyone
(suhrdam sarva-bhatanam). When they
know this, Krsna says, then there will be
peace. Otherwise, their big conferences
in big offices will never be successful.
Mr. Sharma: That means everything
belongs to God. That’s the one fact they
want to avoid.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is their
nonsense, The United Nations is simply
an association of the cheaters and the
cheated. Someone wants to cheat, and
someone is being cheated. That is our
opinion. So how can an association of

cheaters and cheated do any good for
human society? They are cheaters. They
do not know how to attain peace, but
they are trying for peace in their own
way. Therefore they are cheaters.

Mr. Sharma: Well, many people will say
that the only things that matter are those
that can be rationally explained. Any-
thing that is beyond reason. . .

Srila Prabhupada: But our argument is
quite reasonable. Everything in this
room is created, is it not?

Mr. Sharma: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: The table is created,
the light is created—everything is cre-
ated by someone. So how can you deny
the fact that someone has created the
whole universe? If you say it has come
about automatically, that is rascaldom.
Someone has created it. But who is that
someone? We are not the creators—not
the Americans, not the Englishmen. So
we can understand that someone else has
created this world. And'then we have to
ask, Who is the proprietor? Shall I be the
proprietor or shall the creator be the
proprietor?

Mr. Sharma: The creator, of course.
Srila Prabhupada: So why are they
claiming, ‘‘This is my country’?

Mr. Sharma: Are you saying that the
United States, for instance, doesn’t
belong to the Americans?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. It doesn’t
belong to them. Yet these rascals are
claiming, ‘“This is mine. This is my

flag.’’ Therefore, they are all cheaters.
And they are combining and trying to
cheat others. The Americans are think-
ing, “‘How can I cheat the Russians?’’
And the Russians are thinking, ‘‘How
can I cheat the Americans?”’ Is that
civilization—to become cheaters and
waste time in so-called conferences? Is
that civilization?

Mr. Sharma: No, not at all.

Srila Prabhupada: In America they
cheated the Red Indians. They got the
land, and now they are claiming, “‘It is
mine.”” Well, where did you get this
land? You cheated the Red Indians, and
you claim it is your land. All over the
world this is going on. Napoleon
thought, *‘France is mine.”” So, France is
there, but where is Napoleon? Where is
he living now? In France or in hell or in
heaven? There are so many places and
so many forms of life. In this body, in
this life, 1 may be working as a na-
tionalist—as a Napoleon or as a Gandhi
or as someone fighting in the United Na-
tions. But as soon as this body is
finished, I'll get another body. So the
whole duration of my previous life is
simply wasted.

Mr. Sharma: I see. ... :
Srila Prabhupada: Simply wasted. They
are simply wasting time. They don’t have
perfect knowledge—simply some uto-
pian ideas. And they are passing as ad-
vanced in civilization. They should know
what the purpose of life is—what our
relationship is with this cosmic mani-
festation. There must be a creator. So
who is that creator? What is my relation-
ship with Him? But they are neglecting
all these things and still passing as world
leaders.

Mr. Sharma: That's the worst kind of
government, It seems that their standard
is just as you've said: every nation for
itself.

Srila Prabhupada: But a human being
can get out of this illusion. There is suffi-
cient knowledge, especially in the Vedic
literature. So why don’t they take advan-
tage of this knowledge and make their
lives successful? That is my proposal.
We are spreading this Krsna conscious-
ness movement only for this purpose.
These people are missing the point and
unnecessarily wasting their lives in illu-
sion. So we are trying to save them—that
is our Krsna consciousness movement. ig
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The Beautiful Story of the Personality of Godhead

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Translation and commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

First Canto: ‘Creation’

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
The Pandavas Retire Timely

At this point in the continuing presentation of Stimad-Bhagavatam, Ar-
Jjuna (Lord Krsna's friend and the hero of Bhagavad-gita) is recalling how
the Lord helped him through many dangers— especially the Batile of Kuruk-
setra. Deeply aggrieved that the Lord has now departed this world, Arjuna
laments, until he remembers the instructions Lord Krsna had imparted to
him on the battlefield.

TEXT 12
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yat-tejasatha bhagavan yudhi §ila-panir
vismapitah sagirijo ‘stram addn nijam me
anye 'pi caham amunalva kalevarena

prapto mahendra-bhavane mahad-asanardham

yat—by whose; tejasa—by influence; atha—at one time; bhagavdn—
the personality of god (Lord Siva); yudhi—in the battle; sila-panih—
one who has a trident in his hand; vismapitah—astonished; sa-giri-
jah—along with the daughter of the Himalaya Mountains; astram—
weapon; addt—awarded; nijam—of his own; me-—unto me; anye api—
so also others; ca—and; aham—myself; amund—by this; eva—
definitely; kalevarena—by the body; praptah—obtained; maha-indra-
bhavane—in the house of Indradeva; mahat—great; asana-ardham—
half- elevated seat.

TRANSLATION

It was by His influence only that in a fight I was able to astonish
the personality of god Lord éiv_a and his wife, the daughter of
Mount Himalaya. Thus he [Lord Siva] became pleased with me and
awarded me his own weapon. Other demigods also delivered their
respective weapons to me, and in addition I was able to reach the
heavenly planets in this present body and was allowed a half-
elevated seat.

PURPORT

By the grace of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, all
the demigods, including Lord Siva, were pleased with Arjuna. The idea
is that one who is favored by Lord Siva or any other demigod may not
necessarily be favored by the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna. Ravana was cer-
tainly a great devotee of Lord Siva, but he could not be saved from the
wrath of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Lord Ramacandra. And
there are many instances like that in the histories of the Purdnas. But

here is an instance where we can see that Lord Siva became pleased even
in the fight with Arjuna. The devotees of the Supreme Lord know how to
respect the demigods, but the devotees of the demigods sometimes
foolishly think that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is no greater
than the demigods. By such a conception, one becomes an offender and
ultimately meets with the same end as Ravana and others. The instances
described by Arjuna during his friendly dealings with Lord Sri Krsna are
instructive for all who may be convinced by the lessons that one can
achieve all favors simply by pleasing the Supreme Lord Sri Krena,
whereas the devotees or worshipers of the demigods may achieve only
partial benefits, which are also perishable, just as the demigods them-
selves are.

Another significance of the present verse is that Arjuna, by the grace
of Lord Sri Krgna, was able to reach the heavenly planet even with the
selfsame body and was honored by the heavenly demigod Indradeva,
being seated with him half-elevated. One can reach the heavenly planets
by the pious acts recommended in the Sdstras in the category of fruitive
activities. And as stated in the Bhagavad-gita (9.21), when the reactions
of such pious acts are spent, the enjoyer is again degraded to this earthly
planet. The moon is also on the level with the heavenly planets, and only
persons who have performed virtues only—performing sacrifices, giving
charity and undergoing severe austerities—can be allowed to enter into
the heavenly planets after the duration of life of the body. Arjuna was
allowed to enter into the heavenly planets in the selfsame body
simply by the grace of the Lord, otherwise it is not possible to do so. The
present attempts to enter into the heavenly planets by the modern scien-
tists will certainly prove futile because such scientists are not on the level
of Arjuna, They are ordinary human beings, without any assets of
sacrifice, charity or austerities. The material body is influenced by the
three modes of material nature, namely goodness, passion and ignorance.
The present population is more or less influenced by the modes of pas-
sion and ignorance, and the symptoms for such influence are exhibited in
their becoming very lusty and greedy. Such degraded fellows can hardly
approach the higher planetary systems. Above the heavenly planets there
are many other planets also, which only those who are influenced by
goodness can reach. In heavenly and other planets within the universe,
the inhabitants are all highly intelligent, many more times than the
human beings, and they are all pious in the higher and highest mode of
goodness. They are all devotees of the Lord, and although their goodness
is not unadulterated, still they are known as demigods possessing the
maximum amount of good qualities possible within the material world.

TEXT 13
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tatraiva me viharato bhuja-danda-yugmarn
gandiva-laksanam arati-vadhdya devah
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234 grimad-Bhigavatam

[Canto 1, Ch. 15

sendrdh sritd yad-anubhdvitam ajamidha
tenaham adya musitah purusena bhimna

tatra—in that heavenly planet; eva—certainly; me—myself;
viharatah—while staying as a guest; bhuja-danda-yugmam—both of
my arms; gandiva—the bow named Gandiva; laksanam —mark; arati—
a demon named Nivitakavaca; vadhaya—for killing; devah—all the
demigods; sa—along with; indrah—the heavenly King, Indra; sritah—
taken shelter of; yat—by whose; anubhdvitam—made it possible to be
powerful; djamidha—O descendant of King Ajamidha; tena—by
Him; aham—myself; adya—at the present moment; musilah—bereft
of; purusena—the personality; bhimna—supreme.

TRANSLATION

When I stayed for some days as a guest in the heavenly planéts,
all the heavenly demigods, including King Indradeva, took shelter
of my arms, which were marked with the Gandiva bow, to kill the
demon named Nivitakavaca. O King, descendant of Ajamidha, at
the present moment I am bereft of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, by whose influence I was so powerful.

PURPORT

The heavenly demigods are certainly more intelligent, powerful and
beautiful, and yet they had to take help from Arjuna because of his
Gandiva bow, which was empowered by the grace of Lord Sri Krsna. The
Lord is all-powerful, and by His grace His pure devotee can be as
powerful as He may desire, and there is no limit to it. And when the Lord
withdraws His power from anyone, he is powerless by the will of the
Lord.

TEXT 14
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yad-bandhavah kuru-balabdhim ananta-param
eko rathena tatare "ham atirya-sattvam

pratyahrtam bahu dhanam ca maya paresarm
tejas-padarh manimayarh ca hrtam Sirobhyah

yat-bandhavah—by whose friendship only; kuru-bala-abdhim—the
ocean of the military strength of the Kurus; ananta-param—which was
insurmountable; ekah—alone; rathena—being seated on the chariot;
tatare—was able to cross over; aham—myself; atirya—invincible;
saltvam—existence; pratyahrtam—drew back; bahu—very large quan-
tity; dhanam—wealth; ca—also; maya—by my; paresim—of the
enemy; tejah-padam—source of brilliance; mani-mayam—bedecked
with jewels; ca—also; hrtam—taken by force; sirobhyah—from their
heads.

TRANSLATION

The military strength of the Kauravas was like an ocean in which
there dwelled many invincible existences, and thus it was
insurmountable. But because of His friendship, I, seated on the
chariot, was able to cross over it. And only by His grace was I able
to regain the cows and also collect by force many helmets of the
kings which were bedecked with jewels that were sources of all
brilliance.

PURPORT

On the Kaurava side there were many stalwart commanders like
Bhisma, Drona, Krpa and Karna, and their military strength was as in-
surmountable as the great ocean. And yet it was due to Lord Krsna’s
grace that Arjuna alone, sitting on the chariot, could manage to vanquish
them one after another without difficulty. There were many changes of
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commanders on the other side, but on the Pandavas’ side Arjuna alone
on the chariot driven by Lord Krsna could manage the whole respon-
sibility of the great war. Similarly, when the Pandavas were living at the
palace of Virata incognito, the Kauravas picked a quarrel with King
Virdta and decided to take away his large number of cows. While
they were taking away the cows, Arjuna fought with them incognito and
was able to regain the cows along with some hooty taken by force, the
jewels set on the turbans of the royal order. Arjuna remembered that all
this was possible by the grace of the Lord.

TEXT 15
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yo bhisma-karna-guru-salya-camiisv adabhra-
rajanya-varya-ratha-mandala-manditasu

agrecaro mama vibho ratha-yithapanam
ayur manamsi ca drsa saha oja arcchat

yah—it is He only; bhisma—Bhisma; karna—Karna; guru—
Dronicarya; salya—Salya; camisu—in the midst of the military
phalanx; adabhra—immense; rdjanya-varya—great royal princes;
ratha-mandala—chain of chariots; manditasu—being decorated with;
agrecarah—going forward; mama—of mine; vibho—0 great King;
ratha-yitha-panam—all the charioteers; Gyuh—duration of life or
fruitive activities; mandmsi—mental upsurges; ca—also; dria—by
glance; sahah—power; ojah—strength; drechat—withdrew.

TRANSLATION

It was He only who withdrew the duration of life from everyone
and who, in the battlefield, withdrew the speculative power and
strength of enthusiasm from the great military phalanx made by
the Kauravas, headed by Bhisma, Karna, Drona, Salya, ete. Their
arrangement was expert and more than adequate, but He [Lord Sri
Krsna], while going forward, did all this.

PURPORT

The Absolute Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Kxsna, expands Him-
self by His plenary Paramédtma portion in everyone’s heart, and thus He
directs everyone in the matter of recollection, forgetfulness, knowledge,
the absence of intelligence and all psychological activities (Bg. 15.15).
As the Supreme Lord, He can increase or decrease the duration of life of
a living being. Thus the Lord conducted the Battle of Kuruksetra accord-
ing to His own plan. He wanted that battle to establish Yudhisthira as the
Emperor of this planet, and to facilitate this transcendental business He
killed all who were on the opposite party by His omnipotent will. The
other party was equipped with all military strength supported by big
generals like Bhisma, Drona and Salya and it would have been physically
impossible for Arjuna to win the battle had the Lord not helped him by
every kind of tactic. Such tactics are generally followed by every states-
man, even in modern warfare, but they are all done materially by power-
ful espionages, military tactics and diplomatic maneuvers. But because
Arjuna was the Lord’s affectionate devotee, the Lord did all this Himself
without personal anxiety by Arjuna. That is the way of the devotional
service to the Lord.

TEXT 16
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Text 16]

The Pandavas Retire Timely 235

yad-dohsu ma pranihitari guru-bhisma-karna-
naptr-trigarta-Salya-saindhava-bahlikadyaih

astrany amogha-mahimani niripitani
nopasprsur nrhari-dasam ivasurdni

yat—under whose; dohsu—protection of arms; ma pra{;ihimm—
myself being situated; guru—Dronacirya; bhisma—Bhisma; karno—
Karna; naptr—Bhirisrava; trigarta—King Susarma; s'a!ya:—éalya;
saindhave—King Jayadratha; bahlika—brother of Maharaja Santanu
(Bhisma’s father); adyaih—elc.; astrani—weapons; amogha—invinci-
ble; mahimani—very powerful; nirgpitani—applied; na—not;
upasprsuh—touched;  nrhari-ddsam—servitor  of  Nrsimhadeva
(Prahlada); iva—like; asurani—weapons employed by the demons.

TRANSLATION

Great generals like Bhisma, Drona, Karna, Bhiiriérava, Susarma,
Salya, Jayadratha, and Bahlika all directed their invincible
weapons against me. But by His [Lord Krsna’s] grace they could
not even touch a hair on my head. Similarly, Prahlada Maharaja,
the supreme devotee of Lord Nrsimhhadeva, was unaffected by the
weapons the demons used against him.

PURPORT

The history of Prahlada Maharaja, the great devotee of Nrsimhadeva,
is narrated in the Seventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Prahlada
Maharaja, a small child of only five years, became the object of envy for
his great father, Hiranyakasipu, only because of his becoming a pure de-
votee of the Lord. The demon father employed all his weapons to kill the
devotee son, Prahlada, but by the grace of the Lord he was saved from all
sorts of dangerous actions by his father. He was thrown in a fire, in boil-
ing oil, from the top of a hill, underneath the legs of an elephant, and he
was administered poison. At last the father himself took up a chopper to
kill his son, and thus Nrsimhadeva appeared and killed the heinous
father in the presence of the son. Thus no one can kill the devotee of the
Lord. Similarly, Arjuna was also saved by the Lord, although all
dangerous weapons were employed by his great opponents like Bhisma.

Karna: Born of Kunti by the sun-god prior to her marriage with
Maharaja Pandu, Karna took his birth with bangles and earrings, ex-
traordinary signs for an undaunted hero. In the beginning his name was
Vasusena, but when he grew up he presented his natural bangles and
earrings to Indradeva, and thenceforward he became known as Vaikar-
tana. After his birth from the maiden Kunti, he was thrown in the
Ganges. Later he was picked up by Adhiratha, and he and his wife Radha
brought him up as their own offspring. Karna was very charitable, es-
pecially toward the brahmanas. There was nothing he could not
spare for a brahmana. In the same charitable spirit he gave in charity his
natural bangles and earrings to Indradeva, who, being very much
satisfied with him, gave him in return a great weapon called Sakti. He
was admitted as one of the students of Dronacarya, and from the very
beginning there was some rivalry between him and Arjuna. Seeing his
constant rivalry with Arjuna, Duryodhana picked him up as his com-
panion, and this gradually grew into greater intimacy. He was also pres-
ent in the great assembly of Draupadi’s svayarvara function, and when
he attempted to exhibit his talent in that meeting, Draupadi’s hrother
declared that Karna could not take part in the competition because of his
being the son of a §idra carpenter. Although he was refused in the com-
petition, still when Arjuna was successful in piercing the fish target on
the ceiling and Draupadi bestowed her garland upon Arjuna, Karna and
the other disappointed princes offered an unusual stumbling block to Ar-
juna while he was leaving with Draupadi. Specifically, Karna fought with
him very valiantly, but .all of them were defeated by Arjuna.
Duryodhana was very much pleased with Karna because of his constant
rivalry with Arjuna, and when he was in power he enthroned Karna in
the state of Anga. Being baffled in his attempt to win Draupadi, Karna
advised Duryodhana to attack King Drupada, for after defeating him

both Arjuna and Draupadi could be arrested. But Dronicirya rebuked
them for this conspiracy, and they refrained from the action. Karna was
defeated many times, not only by Arjuna but also by Bhimasena. He was
the king of the kingdom of Bengal, Orissa and Madras combined. Later
on he took an active part in the Rajasiiya sacrifice of Maharaja
Yudhisthira, and when there was gambling between the rival brothers,
designed by Sakuni, Karna took part in the game, and he was very
pleased when Draupadi was offered as a bet in the gambling. This fed his
old grudge. When Draupadi was in the game he was very enthusiastic to
declare the news, and it is he who ordered Duhsasana to take away the
garments of both the Pandavas and Draupadi. He asked Draupadi to
select another husband because, being lost by the Pandavas, she was ren-
dered a slave of the Kurus. He was always an enemy of the Pandavas,
and whenever there was an opportunity, he tried to curb them by all
means. During the Battle of Kuruksetra, he foresaw the conclusive
result, and he expressed his opinion that due to Lord Krsna's being the
chariot driver of Arjuna, the battle should be won by Arjuna. He always
differed with Bhisma, and sometimes he was proud enough to say that
within five days he could finish up the Pandavas, if Bhisma would not in-
terfere with his plan of action. But he was much mortified when Bhisma
died. He killed Ghatotkaca with the Sakti weapon obtained from In-
dradeva. His son, Brisasena, was killed by Arjuna. He killed the largest
number of Pindava soldiers. At last there was a severe fight with Arjuna,
and it was he only who was able to knock off the helmet of Arjuna. But it
so happened that the wheel of his chariot stuck in the battlefield mud,
and when he got down to set the wheel right, Arjuna took the oppor-
tunity and killed him, although he requested Arjuna not to do so.

Napta, or Bhirisrava: Bhariérava was the son of Somadatta, a mem-
ber of the Kuru family. His other brother was Salya. Both the brothers
and the father attended the svayarmvara ceremony of Draupadi. All
of them appreciated the wonderful strength of Arjuna due to his being
the devotee friend of the Lord, and thus Bhiirisravi advised the sons of
Dhrtarastra not to pick any quarrel or fight with them. All of them also
attended the Rajasiiya yajfia of Mahardja Yudhisthira. He possessed one
aksauhini regiment of army, cavalry, elephants and chariots, and all
these were employed in the Battle of Kuruksetra on behalf of
Duryodhana’s party. He was counted by Bhima as one of the yiitha-patis.
In the Battle of Kuruksetra he was especially engaged in a fight with
Satyaki, and he killed ten sons of Satyaki. Later on, Arjuna cut off his
hands, and he was ultimately killed by Satyaki. After his death he
merged into the existence of Visvadeva.

Trigarta, or Susarma: Son of Maharaja Vrddhaksetra, he was the king
of Trigartadesa, and he was also present in the svayarivara ceremony of
Draupadi. He was one of the allies of Duryodhana, and he advised
Duryodhana to attack the Matsyadesa (Darbhanga). During the time of
cow-stealing in Virata-nagara, he was able to arrest Mahardja Virata, but
later Maharija Virita was released by Bhima. In the Battle of Kuruksetra
he also fought very valiantly, but at the end he was killed by Arjuna.

Jayadratha: Another son of Maharija Vrddhaksetra. He was the king
of Sindhudesa (modern Sind Pakistan). His wife’s name was Duhséala. He
was also present in the svayarmvara ceremony of Draupadi, and he
desired very strongly to have her hand, but he failed in the competition.
But since then he always sought the opportunity to get in touch with
Draupadi. When he was going to marry in the Salyadeéa, on the way to
Kiamyavana he happened to see Draupadi again and was too much at-
tracted to her. The Pandavas and Draupadi were then in exile, after los-
ing their empire in gambling, and Jayadratha thought it wise to send
news to Draupadi in an illicit manner through Kotigasya, one of his asso-
ciates. Draupadi at once refused vehemently the proposal of Jayadratha,
but being so much attracted by the beauty of Draupadi, he tried again
and again. Every time he was refused by Draupadi. He tried to take her
away forcibly on his chariot, and at first Draupadi gave him a good dash-
ing, and he fell like a cut-root tree. But he was not discouraged, and he
was able to force Draupadi to sit on the chariot. This incident was seen by
Dhaumya Muni, and he strongly protested the action of Jayadratha. He
also followed the chariot, and through Dhatreyiki the matter was

BACK TO GODHEAD 17



236 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 1, Ch. 15

brought to the notice of Maharaja Yudhisthira. The Pandavas then at-
tacked the soldiers of Jayadratha and killed them all, and at last Bhima
caught hold of Jayadratha and beat him very severely, almost dead. Then
all but five hairs were cut off his head and he was taken to all the kings
and introduced as the slave of Maharija Yudhisthira. He was forced to
admit himself to be the slave of Mahardja Yudhisthira before all the
princely order, and in the same condition he was brought before
Maharaja Yudhisthira. Maharaja Yudhigthira was kind enough to order
him released, and when he admitted to being a tributary prince under
Mahirija Yudhisthira, Queen Draupadi also desired his release. After
this incident, he was allowed to return to his country, Being so insulted,
he went to Gangatri in the Himalayas and undertook a severe type of
penance to please Lord Siva, He asked his benediction to defeat all the
Pandavas, at least one at a time. Then the Battle of Kuruksetra began,
and he took sides with Duryodhana. In the first day's fight he was
engaged with Mahardja Drupada, then with Virata and then with
Abhimanyu. While Abhimanyu was being killed, mercilessly surrounded
by seven great generals, the Pandavas came to his help, but Jayadratha,
by the mercy of Lord Siva, repulsed them with great ability. At this, Ar-
juna took a vow to kill him, and on hearing this, Jayadratha wanted to
leave the warfield and asked permission from the Kauravas for this
cowardly action. But he was not allowed to do so. On the contrary, he was
obliged to fight with Arjuna, and while the fight was going on Lord
Krgna reminded Arjuna that the benediction of Siva upon Jayadratha was
that whoever would cause his head to fall on the ground would die at
once. He therefore advised Arjuna to throw the head of Jayadratha
directly onto the lap of his father, who was engaged in penances at the
Samanta-paficaka pilgrimage. This was actually done by Arjuna,
Jayadratha’s father was suprised to see a severed head on his lap, and he
at once threw it to the ground. The father immediately died, his forehead
being cracked in seven pieces.

TEXT 17
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sautye vrtah kumatinatmada iSvaro me
yat-pada-padmam abhavaya bhajanti bhavyah

marh §ranta-viham arayo rathino bhuvistham
na praharan yad-anubhdva-nirasta-cittah

sautye—regarding a chariot driver; vrtah—engaged; kumatina—by
bad consciousness; atma-dah—one who delivers; ©varah—the Supreme
Lord; me—my; yat—whose; pada-padmam—lotus feet; abhavdya—in
the matter of salvation; bhajanti—do render service; bhavyah—the in-
telligent class of men; mam—unto me; sranta—thirsty; vaham—my
horses; arayah—the enemies; rathinah—a great general; bhuvi-
stham—while standing on the ground; na—did not; praharan—attack;
yat—whose; anubhdva—mercy; nirasta—being absent; cittdh—mind.

TRANSLATION
It was by His mercy only that my enemies neglected to kill me
when I descended from my chariot to get water for my thirsty
horses. And it was due to my lack of esteem for my Lord that I
dared engage Him as my chariot driver, for He is worshiped and
offered services by the best men to attain salvation.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, is the object
of worship both by impersonalists and by the devotees of the Lord. The
impersonalists worship His glowing effulgence, emanating from His
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transcendental body of eternal form, bliss and knowledge, and the devo-
tees worship Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Those who are
below even the impersonalists consider Him to be one of the great
historical personalities. The Lord, however, descends to attract all by His
specific transcendental pastimes, and thus He plays the part of the most
perfect master, friend, son and lover. His transcendental relation with
Arjuna was in friendship, and the Lord therefore played the part per-
fectly, as He did with His parents, lovers and wives. While playing in
such a perfect transcendental relation, the devotee forgets, by the inter-
nal potency of the Lord, that his friend or son is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, although sometimes the devotee is bewildered by the acts of
the Lord. After the departure of the Lord, Arjuna was conscious of his
great friend, but there was no mistake on the part of Arjuna, nor any ill
estimation of the Lord. Intelligent men are attracted by the transcenden-
tal acting of the Lord with a pure, unalloyed devotee like Arjuna.

In the warfield, scarcity of water is a well-known fact. Water is very
rare there, and both the animals and men, working strenuously on the
warfield, constantly require water to quench their thirst. Especially
wounded soldiers and generals feel very thirsty at the time of death, and
it sometimes so happens that simply for want of water one has to die
unavoidably. But such scarcity of water was solved in the Battle of
Kuruksetra by means of boring the ground. By God’s grace, water can be
easily obtained from any place if there is facility for boring the ground.
The modern system works on the same principle of boring the ground,
but modern engineers are still unable to dig immediately wherever
necessary. It appears, however, from the history as far back as the days
of the Pandavas, that big generals like Arjuna could at once supply water
even to the horses, and what to speak of men, by drawing water from un-
derneath the hard ground simply by penetrating the stratum with a
sharp arrow, a method still unknown to the modern scientists.

TEXT 18
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narmany uddra-rucira-smita-§obhitdni

he partha he 'rjuna sakhe kuru-nandaneti
safjalpitani nara-deva hrdi-spriani

smartur luthanti hrdayam mama madhavasya

narmdni—conversation in jokes; uddra—talked very frankly;
rucira—pleasing; smita-Sobhitani—decorated with a smiling face; he—
note of address; partha—O son of Prtha; he—note of address; arjuna—
Arjuna; sakhe—friend; kuru-nandana—son of the Kuru dynasty; iti—
and so on; safjalpitdni—such conversation; nara-deva—0 King; hrdi—
heart; spréani—touching; smartuh—by remembering them; luthanti—
overwhelms; hrdayam—heart and soul; mama—my; madhavasya—of

Midhava (Krsna).

TRANSLATION
O King! His jokings and frank talks were pleasing and
beautifully decorated with smiles. His addresses unto me as
O son of Prtha, O friend, O son of the Kuru dynasty,” and all
such heartiness are now remembered by me, and thus I am over-
whelmed.

TEXT 19
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Sayyasanatana-vikatthana-bhojanadisy
aikyad vayasya rtavan iti vipra-labdhah
sakhyuh sakheva pitrvat tanayasya sarvar
sehe mahdn mahitaya kumater aghari me
Sayya—sleeping on one bed; dsana—sitting on one seat; atana—
walking  together;  vikatthana—self-adoration;  bhojana—dining
together; adisu—and in all such dealings; aikyat—because of oneness;
vayasya—O my friend; rtavan—truthful; iti—thus; vipra-labdhah—
misbehaved; sakhyuh—unto a friend; sakha iva—just like a friend;
pitrvat—just like the father; tanayasya—of a child; sarvam—all;
sehe—tolerated; mahan—great; mahitaya—by glories; kumateh—of
one who is of low mentality; agham—offense; me—mine.

TRANSLATION

Generally both of us used to live together and sleep, sit and
loiter together. And at the time of advertising oneself for acts of
chivalry, sometimes, if there were any irregularity, I used to
reproach Him by saying, ‘“My friend, You are very truthful.” Even
in those hours when His value was minimized, He, being the
Supreme Soul, used to tolerate all those utterings of mine, excus-
ing me exactly as a true friend excuses his true friend, or a father
excuses his son.

PURPORT

Since the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna is all-perfect, His transcendental
pastimes with His pure devotees never lack anything in any respect,
either as a friend, son or lover. The Lord relishes the reproaches of
friends, parents or fiancées more than the Vedic hymns offered to
Him by great learned scholars and religionists in an official
fashion.

TEXT 20
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so 'ham nrpendra rahitah purusottamena
sakhya privena suhrda hrdayena sinyah

adhvany urukrama-parigraham anga raksan
gopair asadbhir abaleva vinirjito 'smi

sah—that; aham —myself; nrpa-indra—0 Emperor; rahitah—bereft
of; purusa-uttamena—by the Supreme Lord; sakhya—by my friend;
priyena—by my dearmost; suhrda—by the well-wisher; hrdayena—by
the heart and soul; sinyah—vacant; adhvani—recently; urukrama-
parigraham—the wives of the all-powerful; ariga—bodies; raksan—
while protecting; gopaih—by the cowherds; asadbhih—by the infidels;
abala iva—like a weak woman; vinirjitah asmi—I have been defeated.

TRANSLATION

O Emperor, now I am separated from my friend and dearmost
well-wisher, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and therefore
my heart appears to be void of everything. In His ahsence I have
been defeated by a number of infidel cowherd men while I was
guarding the bodies of all the wives of Krgna.

PURPORT

The important point in this verse is how it was possible that Arjuna
could be defeated by a gang of ignoble cowherd men and how such mun-
dane cowherd men could touch the bodies of the wives of Lord Krsna,
who were under the protection of Arjuna. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti
Thikura has justified the contradiction by research in the Vispu Purana

and Brahma Purana. In these Purdanas it is said that once the fair
denizens of heaven pleased Astavakra Muni by their service and were
blessed by the muni to have the Supreme Lord as their husband.
Astavakra Muni was curved in eight joints of his body, and thus he used
to move in a peculiar curved manner. The daughters of the demigods
could not check their laughter upon seeing the movements of the muni,
and the muni, being angry at them, cursed them that they would be kid-
napped by rogues, even if they would get the Lord as their husband.
Later on, the girls again satisfied the muni by their prayers, and the
muni blessed them that they would regain their husband even after
being robbed by the rogues. So, in order to keep the words of the great
muni, the Lord Himself kidnapped His wives from the protection of Ar-
juna, otherwise they would have at once vanished from the scene as soon
as they were touched by the rogues. Besides that, some of the gopis who
prayed to become wives of the Lord returned to their respective positions
after their desire was fulfilled. After the departure of Lord Krsna, He
wanted all His entourage back to Godhead, and they were called back

under different conditions only.
TEXT 21
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tad vai dhanus ta isavah sa ratho hayds te
so 'harh rathi nrpatayo yata anamanti

sarvam ksanena tad abhid asad a-riktarh
bhasman hutarm kuhaka-raddham ivoptam iisyam

tat—the same; vai—certainly; dhanuh te—the same bow; isavah—
arrows; sah—the very same; rathah—chariot; hayah te—the very same
horses; sah aham—I am the same Arjuna; rathi—the chariot-fighter;
nrpatayah—all the kings; yatah—whom; anamanti—offered their
respects; sarvam—all; ksanena—at a moment’s notice; tat—all those;
abhiit—became; asat—useless; #Sa—because of the Lord; riktam—
being void; bhasman—ashes; hutam—offering butter; kuhaka-
raddham—money created by magical feats; iva—like that; uptam—
sown; dsydm—in barren land.

TRANSLATION

I have the very same Gandiva bow, the same arrows, the same
chariot drawn by the same horses, and I use them as the same Ar-
juna to whom all the kings offered their due respects. But in the
absence of Lord Krsna, all of them, at a moment’s notice, have be-
come null and void. It is exactly like offering clarified butter on
ashes, accumulating money with a magic wand or sowing seeds on

barren land.

PURPORT

As we have discussed more than once, one should not be puffed up by
borrowed plumes. All energies and powers are derived from the supreme
source, Lord Krsna, and they act as long as He desires and cease to func-
tion as soon as He withdraws. All electrical energies are received from
the powerhouse, and as soon as the powerhouse stops supplying energy,
the bulbs are of no use. In a moment’s time such energies can be gener-
ated or withdrawn by the supreme will of the Lord. Material civilization
without the blessing of the Lord is child’s play only. As long as the
parents allow the child to play, it is all right. As soon as the parents with-
draw, the child has to stop. Human civilization and all activities thereof
must be dovetailed with the supreme blessing of the Lord, and without
this blessing all advancement of human civilization is like decoration on
a dead body. It is said here that a dead civilization and its activities are
something like clarified butter on ashes, the accumulation of money by a
magic wand and the sowing of seeds in a barren land.
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TEXTS 22-23
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rajaris tvaydnuprstandrn
suhrdari nah suhrt-pure

vipra-§apa-vimidhanam
nighnatari mustibhir mithah

varunin madiram pitvd
madenmathita-cetasam

ajanatam ivanyonyam
catuh-panicdvasesitah

ragjan—0 King; tvayd—by you; anuprstdndm—as you inquired;
suhrdam—of friends and relatives; nah—our; suhrt-pure—in the city
of Dvaraka; vipra—the brahmanas; Sapa—by the curse of;
vimidhanam—of the befooled; nighnatam—of the killed;
mustibhih—with bunches of sticks; mithah—among themselves;
varunim—fermented rice; madiram—wine; pitva—having drunk;
madonmathita—being intoxicated; cetasdim—of that mental situation;
ajanatdim—of the unrecognized; iva—like; anyonyam-—one another;
catuh—four; pafica—five; avasesitah—now remaining.

TRANSLATION

O King, since you have asked me about our friends and relatives
in the city of Dvaraka, I will inform you that all of them were
cursed by the brahmanas, and as a result they all became intoxi-
cated with wine made of putrified rice and fought among them-
selves with sticks, not even recognizing one another. Now all but
four or five of them are dead and gone.

TEXT 24
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prayenaitad bhagavata
iSvarasya vicestitam

mitho nighnanti bhutani
bhavayanti ca yan mithah

prayena etat—it is almost by; bhagavatah—of the Personality of
Godhead; Kvarasya—of the Lord; vicestitam—by the will of; mithah—
one another; nighnanti—do kill; bhitani—the living beings;
bhavayanti—as also protect; ca—also; yat—of whom; mithah—one
another.

TRANSLATION

Factually this is all due to the supreme will of the Lord, the Per-
sonality of Godhead. Sometimes people kill one another, and at
other times they protect one another.

PURPORT

According to the anthropologists, there is nature’s law of struggle for
existence and survival of the fittest. But they do not know that behind
the law of nature is the supreme direction of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. In the Bhagavad-gitd it is confirmed that the law of
nature is executed under the direction of the Lord. Whenever, therefore,
there is peace in the world, it must be known that it is due to the good
will of the Lord. And whenever there is upheaval in the world, it is also
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due to the supreme will of the Lord. Not a blade of grass moves without
the will of the Lord. Whenever, therefore, there is disobedience of the
established rules enacted by the Lord, there is war between men and
nations. The surest way to the path of peace, therefore, is dovetailing
everything to the established rule of the Lord. The established rule is
that whatever we do, whatever we eat, whatever we sacrifice or whatever
we give in charity must be done to the full satisfaction of the Lord. No
one should do anything, eat anything, sacrifice anything or give anything
in charity against the will of the Lord. Discretion is the better part of
valor, and one must learn how to discriminate between actions which
may be pleasing to the Lord and those which may not be pleasing to the
Lord. An action is thus judged by the Lord’s pleasure or displeasure.
There is no room for personal whims; we must always be guided by the
pleasure of the Lord. Such action is called yogah karmasu kausalam, or
actions performed which are linked with the Supreme Lord. That is the
art of doing a thing perfectly.

TEXTS 25-26
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Jalaukasam jale yadvan
mahanto 'danty aniyasah

durbalan balino rajan
mahanto baline mithah

evari balisthair yadubhir
mahadbhir itaran vibhuk

yadin yadubhir anyonyam
bhi-bhdran sanjahdra ha

jolauhkasam —of the aguatics; jole—in the water; yadvat—as it is;
mahdantah—the larger one; adanti—swallows; aniyasah—smaller ones;
durbaldn—the weak; balinah—the stronger; rajan—O King; mahan-
tah—the strongest; balinah—less strong; mithal—in a duel; evam—
thus; balisthaih—by the strongest; yadubhih—by the descendants of
Yadu; mahadbhih—one who has greater strength; itardn—the common
ones; vibhuh—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; yadin—all the
Yadus; yadubhih—by the Yadus; anyonyam—among one another; bhii-
bharan—the burden of the world; sadjahdra—has unloaded; ha—in
the past.

TRANSLATION

O King, as in the ocean the bigger and stronger aquaties swallow
up the smaller and weaker ones, so also the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, to lighten the hurden of the earth, has engaged the
stronger Yadu to kill the weaker, and the bigger Yadu to kill the
smaller.

PURPORT

In the material world the struggle for existence and survival of the fit-
test are laws because in the material world there is disparity between
conditioned souls due to everyone’s desire to lord it over the material
resources. This very mentality of lording it over the material nature is
the root cause of conditioned life. And to give facility to such imitation
lords, the illusory energy of the Lord has created a disparity between
conditioned living beings by creating the stronger and the weaker in
every species of life. The mentality of lording it over the material nature
and the creation has naturally created a disparity and therefore the law
of struggle for existence. In the spiritual world there is no such disparity,
nor is there such a struggle for existence. In the spiritual world there is
no struggle for existence because everyone there exists eternally. There
is no disparity because everyone wants to render service to the Supreme
Lord, and no one wants to imitate the Lord in becoming the beneficiary.
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The Lord, being creator of everything, including the living beings, fac-
tually is the proprietor and enjoyer of everything that be, but in the ma-
terial world, by the spell of maya, or illusion, this eternal relation with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is forgotten, and so the living being
is conditioned under the law of struggle for existence and survival of the
fittest.

TEXT 27

gwENTw g 7 |
Wira WA MiE=fafa« ¥ 1Rl

desa-kalartha-yuktani
hrt-tapopasamani ca

haranti smaratas cittari
govindabhihitani me

desa—space; kala—time; artha—importance; yuktani—impregnated
with; hrt—the heart; tapa—burning; upasamdani—extinguishing; ca—
and; haranti—are attracting; smaratah—by remembering; cittam—
mind; govinda—the Supreme Personality of pleasure; abhihitdni —nar-
rated by; me—unto me.

TRANSLATION

Now I am attracted to those instructions imparted to me by the
Personality of Godhead [Govinda] because they are impregnated
with instructions for relieving the burning heart in all circum-
stances of time and space.

PURPORT

Herein Arjuna refers to the instruction of the Bhagavad-gita, which
was imparted to him by the Lord on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. The
Lord left behind Him the instructions of the Bhagavad-gita not for
the benefit of Arjuna alone, but also for all time and in all lands. The
Bhagavad-gitd, being spoken by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is
the essence of all Vedic wisdom. It is nicely presented by the Lord Him-
self for all who have very little time to go through the vast Vedic
literatures like the Upanisads, Puranas and Vedanta-siitras. It is put
within the study of the great historical epic Mahabharata, which was es-
pecially prepared for the less intelligent class, namely the women, the
laborers and those who are worthless descendants of the brahmanas,
ksatriyas and higher sections of the vaiSyas. The problem which arose in
the heart of Arjuna on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra was solved by the
teachings of the Bhagavad-gita. Again, after the departure of the Lord
from the vision of earthly people, when Arjuna was face to face with
being vanquished in his acquired power and prominence, he wanted
again to remember the great teachings of the Bhagavad-gita just to teach
all concerned that the Bhagavad-gitd can be consulted in all critical
times, not only for solace from all kinds of mental agonies, but also for
the way out of great entanglements which may embarrass one in some
critical hour.

The merciful Lord left behind Him the great teachings of the
Bhagavad-gita so that one can take the instructions of the Lord even
when He is not visible to material eyesight. Material senses cannot have
any estimation of the Supreme Lord, but by His inconceivable power the
Lord can incarnate Himself to the sense perception of the conditioned
souls in a suitable manner through the agency of matter, which is also
another form of the Lord’s manifested energy. Thus the Bhagavad-gita,
or any authentic scriptural sound representation of the Lord, is also the
incarnation of the Lord.: There is no difference between the sound
representation of the Lord.and the Lord Himself. One can derive the
same benefit from the Bhagavad-gitd as Arjuna did in the personal pres-
ence of the Lord. T

The faithful human being who is desirous of heing liberated from the
clutches of material existence can very easily take advantage of the
Bhagavad-gita, and with this in view, the Lord instructed Arjuna as if
Arjuna were in need of it. In the Bhagamd—gi!ﬁ., five important factors

of knowledge have been delineated pertaining to (1) the Supreme Lord,
(2) the living being, (3) nature, (4) time and space and (5) the process of
activity. Out of these, the Supreme Lord and the living being are
qualitatively one. The difference between the two has been analyzed as
the difference between the whole and the part and parcel. Nature is inert
matter displaying the interaction of three different modes, and eternal
time and unlimited space are considered to be beyond the existence of the
material nature. Activities of the living being are different varieties of
aptitudes which can entrap or liberate the living being within and with-
out material nature. All these subject matters are concisely discussed in
the Bhagavad-gita, and later the subject matters are elaborated in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam for further enlightenment. Out of the five subjects,
the Supreme Lord, the living entity, nature, and time and space are eter-
nal, but the living entity, nature and time are under the direction of the
Supreme Lord, who is absolute and completely independent of any other
control. The Supreme Lord is the supreme controller. The material ac-
tivity of the living being is beginningless, but it can be rectified by
transferal into the spiritual quality. Thus it can cease its material
qualitative reactions. Both the Lord and the living entity are cognizant,
and both have the sense of identification, of being conscious as a living
force. But the living being under the condition of material nature, called
mahat-tattva, misidentifies himself as being different from the Lord.
The whole scheme of Vedic wisdom is targeted to the aim of eradicating
such a misconception and thus liberating the living being from the illu-
sion of material identification. When such an illusion is eradicated by
knowledge and renunciation, the living beings are responsible actors and
enjoyers also. The sense of enjoyment in the Lord is real, but such a
sense in the living being is a sort of wishful desire only. This difference
in consciousness is the distinction of the two identities, namely the Lord
and the living being. Otherwise there is no difference between the Lord
and the living being. The living being is therefore eternally one and dif-
ferent simultaneously. The whole instruction of the Bhagavad-gita
stands on this principle.

In the Bhagavad-gita the Lord and the living beings are both de-
scribed as sandtana, or eternal, and the Lord’s abode, far beyond the ma-
terial sky, is also described as sandatana. The living being is invited to
live in the sandtana existence of the Lord, and the process which can
help a living being to approach the Lord’s abode, where the liberated ac-
tivity of the soul is exhibited, is called sandtana-dharma. One cannot,
however, reach the eternal abode of the Lord without being free from the
misconception of material identification, and the Bhagavad-gita gives us
the clue how to achieve this stage of perfection. The process of being
liberated from the misconception of material identification is called, in
different stages, fruitive activity, empiric philosophy and devotional ser-
vice, up to transcendental realization. Such transcendental realization is
made possible by dovetailing all the above items in relation with the
Lord. Prescribed duties of the human being, as directed in the Vedas, can
gradually purify the sinful mind of the conditioned soul and raise him to
the stage of knowledge. The purified stage of acquiring knowledge be-
comes the basis of devotional service to the Lord. As long as one is
engaged in researching the solution of the problems of life, his knowl-
edge is called jiidna, or purified knowledge, but on realizing the actual
solution of life, one becomes situated in the devotional service of the
Lord. The Bhagavad-gita begins with the problems of life by dis-
criminating the soul from the elements of matter and proves by all
reason and argument that the soul is indestructible in all circumstances
and that the outer covering of matter, the body and the mind, change for

.another term of material existence which is full of miseries. The

Bhagavad-gita is therefore meant for terminating all different types of
miseries, and Arjuna took shelter of this great knowledge, which had
been imparted to him during the Kuruksetra battle.

TEXT 28
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240 Srimad-Bhagavatam

[Canto 1, Ch. 15

siita uvdca
evarh cintayato fisnoh
krsna-pada-saroruham
sauhardendtigadhena
santdsid vimald matih

sitah uvdca—Sita Gosvami said; evam—thus; cintayatah—while
thinking of the instructions; jisnoh—of the Supreme Personality of God-
head; krsna-pada—the feet of Krsna; saroruham—resembling lotuses;
sauhardena—by deep friendship; ati-gadhena—in great intimacy;
Santd—pacified; dsit—it so became; vimalda—without any tinge of ma-
terial contamination; matik—mind.

TRANSLATION
Siita Gosvami said: Thus being deeply absorbed in thinking of
the instructions of the Lord, which were imparted in the great in-
timacy of friendship, and in thinking of His lotus feet, Arjuna’s
mind became pacified and free from all material contamination.

PURPORT

Since the Lord is absolute, deep meditation upon Him is as good as
yogic trance. The Lord is nondifferent from His name, form, quality,
pastimes, entourage and specific actions. Arjuna began to think of the
Lord’s instructions to him on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, Only those
instructions began to eliminate the tinges of material contamination in
the mind of Arjuna. The Lord is like the sun; the sun’s appearance
means immediate dissipation of darkness, or ignorance, and the Lord’s
appearance within the mind of the devotee can at once drive away the
miserable material effects. Lord Caitanya has therefore recommended
constant chanting of the name of the Lord for protection from all con-
tamination of the material world. The feeling of separation from the
Lord is undoubtedly painful to the devotee, but because it is in connec-
tion with the Lord, it has a specific transcendental effect which pacifies
the heart. Feelings of separation are also sources of transcendental bliss,
and they are never comparable to contaminated material feelings of
separation.

TEXT 29
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vasudevarghry-anudhyana-
paribrrithita-rarhasa

bhaktya nirmathitasesa-
kasaya-dhisano ‘rjunah

vasudeva-anghri—the lotus feet of the Lord; anudhydna—by con-
stant remembrance; paribrrithita—expanded; ramhasa—with great
velocity; bhaktyd—in devotion; nirmathita—subsided; asesa—un-
limited; kasdya—dint; dhisanah—conception; arjunah—Arjuna.

TRANSLATION

Arjuna’s constant, remembrance of the lotus feet of Lord Sri
Krsna rapidly increased his devotion, and as a result all the trash in
his thoughts subsided.

PURPORT

Material desires in the mind are the trash of material contamination.
By such contamination, the living being is faced with so many compatible
and incompatible things that discourage the very existence of spiritual
identity. Birth after birth the conditioned soul is entrapped with so many
pleasing and displeasing elements, which are all false and temporary.
They accumulate due to our reactions to material desires, but when we
get in touch with the transcendental Lord in His variegated energies by
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devotional service, the naked forms of all material desires become
manifest, and the intelligence of the living being is pacified in its true
color. As soon as Arjuna turned his attention towards the instructions of
the Lord, as they are inculcated in the Bhagavad-gitd, his true color of
eternal association with the Lord became manifest, and thus he felt freed
from all material contaminations.

TEXT 30
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gitam bhagavatd jiidgnam
yat tat sangrama-miirdhani
kala-karma-tamo-ruddham
punar adhyagamat prabhuh

gitam—instructed; bhagavat@—by the Personality of Godhead;
jignam—transcendental knowledge; yat—which; tat—that; sarigrama-
mirdhani—in the midst of battle; kala-karma—time and actions;
tamah-ruddham —enwrapped by such darkness; punah adhyagamat—
revived them again; prabhuh—the lord of his senses.

TRANSLATION

Because of the Lord’s pastimes and activities and because of His
ahsence, it appeared that Arjuna forgot the instructions left by the
Personality of Godhead. But factually this was not the case, and
again he became lord of his senses.

PURPORT

A conditioned soul is enwrapped in his fruitive activities by the force
of eternal time. But the Supreme Lord, when He incarnates on the earth,
is not influenced by kala, or the material conception of past, present and
future. The activities of the Lord are eternal, and they are manifestations
of His d&tma-maya, or internal potency. All pastimes or activities of the
Lord are spiritual in nature, but to the laymen they appear to be on the
same level with material activities. It so appeared that Arjuna and the
Lord were engaged in the Battle of Kuruksetra as the other party was
also engaged, but factually the Lord was executing His mission of incar-
nation and association with His eternal friend Arjuna. Therefore such
apparently material activities of Arjuna did not drive him away from his
transcendental position, but on the contrary revived his consciousness of
the songs of the Lord, as He sang them personally. This revival of con-
sciousness is assured by the Lord in the Bhagavad-gita (18.65) as

follows:
man-mand bhave mad-bhakio
mad-ydji mar namaskuru
mam evaisyasi satyam te
pratijane priyo 'si me

One should think of the Lord always; the mind should not forget Him.
One should become a devotee of the Lord and offer obeisances unto Him.
One who lives in that fashion becomes undoubtedly endowed with the
blessing of the Lord by achieving the shelter of His lotus feet. There is
nothing to doubt about this eternal truth. Because Arjuna was His confi-
dential friend, the secret was disclosed to him.

Arjuna had no desire to fight with his relatives, but he fought for the
mission of the Lord. He was always engaged in the execution of His mis-
sion only, and therefore after the Lord’s departure he remained in the
same transcendental position, even though it appeared that he forgot all
the instructions of the Bhagavad-gita. One should, therefore, adjust the
activities of life in pace with the mission of the Lord, and by doing this
one is sure to return back home, back to Godhead. This is the highest
perfection of life.

(continued in next issue)



Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

66 MILLION BOOKS
NOW IN PRINT

Just-released Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust figures (for the period Octqber
1966 to March 1978) show that Srila
Prabhupada’s translations of India’s
Vedic literatures now appear in some
twenty-seven languages and have gone
well over the sixty-six-million mark:

Language Books in Print
L English. . ... . . 49,478,695
2.Spanish.............. 4,205,000
3.German ............. 2,856,000
4. French ... . ... . 2,425,000
5. Japanese............. 2,125,000
6. Portuguese. .......... 1,156,000
JoBPuteh . T 878,000
8 Hindi - .. .. 696,000
O Ialian . ... ... .. 598,000
10. Bengali .............. 570,000
11. Swedish ............. 300,000
12. Gujarati ............. 208,000
13 Telugn:, 000 L 137,000
14. Swahili .............. 114,000
15 Chinese . .. ... ... ... 75,000
16. Hebrew.............. 50,000
V4 Marathi.............. 35,000
18. Yugoslavian.......... 30,000
19. Hungarian ........... 20,000
20Korean . =0 20,000
WaNepali - 20,000
2Oy - 20,000
23 Polish.. ... ... ... 20,000
24. Czechoslovakian. .. ... 10,000
2a:Tamil .. 10,000
20 Arabics .. .. 5,000
27.Russian ............. 5,000
Total 66,066,695

ISKCON Food Relief
Gets Government Support

Recently Jayapataka Svami, the All-
India Coordinator of ISKCON Food
Relief, announced that large-scale food
distribution is going on steadily at five
ISKCON centers—Mayapur and
Haridaspur (province of West Bengal),
Bhuvanesvara and Bhadrak (province of
Orissa), and Hyderabad (province of
Andhra Pradesh).

After meeting in New Delhi with two
of the Indian government’s secretaries
of agriculture, Sri A. Das and Sri S. P.
Mukherjee, Jayapatika Svami reported
that both men were favorably impressed
with ISKCON Food Relief’s work in In-
dia. Mr. Das and Mr. Mukherjee prom-
ised that the Indian government would
help ISKCON import grains, butter, oil,
and powdered milk from nations with
food surpluses. Jayapatakda Svami said
the secretaries would like to see
[SKCON expand its food relief and
welfare activities in India.

ISKCON Food Relief has its roots in
ancient India’s Vedic culture. For thou-
sands of years, devotees have offered
large quantities of food to Krsna’s Deity
form and then distributed the food as
prasdada, ‘‘the Lord’s mercy.”’

: AN
Indian officials are impressed.

Economist Says
ISKCON Farms Are
‘A New Direction”’

One of India’s leading economists is
now asking his government to look to
ISKCON’s farm communities for *‘a new
direction in rural development.”’

Mr. Kotiswaran Jayaraman, who
served for ten years as a director of the

national Rural Community Develop-
ment Program, made his suggestion in
Bombay’s Financial Express (the Indian
equivalent of the Wall Street Journal). In
a series of articles entitled *‘Rural
Development: the ISKCON Way,”’ Mr.
Jayaraman said, ‘‘Mayapur in West
Bengal and New Naimisaranya near Hy-
derabad are outstanding examples of
ISKCON’s growing farm communities in
India with an immense potential for giv-
ing new direction to rural development
in the country as a whole.”

Alternative to an artificial economy.

The former director of rural com-
munity development explained that
ISKCON'’s farms offer a positive alterna~
tive to the artificial economy of the
cities, and that they enable people to live
peacefully and happily while pursuing
spiritual life. Mr. Jayaraman urged
government rural development agencies
to cooperate with, or even follow out-
right, ISKCON’s successful program of
**simple living and high thinking.”’
Finally, he called on India’s educated
young men and women to come forward
and organize an [SKCON-style program
for the whole country.

ISKCON started its farm projects
seven years ago in Mayapur, West
Bengal. The Mayipur community now
includes agricultural and dairy farms,
cottage industries, a school, a medical
dispensary, and a free food distribution
center that feeds two thousand people
twice weekly. The New Naimisdranya
farm near Hyderabad has 565 acres, an
irrigation network, and 250 dairy cows.
Community residents spend part of their
day cultivating crops and the rest
cultivating self-realization and God con-
sciousness.

BACK TO GODHEAD 23




[
P AR

P




TAKING SHAPE

A Krsna

Conscious City

A report from the b1rthplace of the Hare Krsna movement.

by MANDALESVARA DASA

On a verdant stretch along the bank of
the Ganges, in India’s province of West
Bengal, lies the village of Mayapur. As
history shows, Mayapur has long been a
center for spiritual understanding and
culture. Here, in 1486, S$ri Krsna
Caitanya appeared. Some four and one-
half thousand years earlier, the Vedic
literatures had predicted Lord Caitanya’s
appearance, described Him as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
pointed out that the land of His birth and
pastimes is imbued with His own
sublime spiritual qualities.

More recently, about a hundred years
ago, the great spiritual master Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura predicted that one day
people from all over the world would
come to Mayapur and join together,
singing jaya sacinandana! jaya
Sacinandana! ‘‘All glories to Lord
Caitanya, the son of Saci!’”’ Through the

efforts of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, that predic-
tion is fulfilled each year: ISKCON
devotees from thirty countries meet in
Mayapur to glorify Lord Caitanya on His
appearance day.

Fifty years ago, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thikura (the son of Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura and spiritual master of
Srila Prabhupada) envisioned a great
spiritual city at Mayapur with many tem-
ples and thousands of devoteesa all
focused on the Krsna conscious ideal.
Thanks again to Srila Pmbhupada, the
dream of a spiritual city is now coming
true.

Getting Started

In 1971 Srila Prabhupada asked two of
his senior disciples, Jayapatika Svami
and Bhavananda Gosvami, to take
charge of developing the Mayidpur

First buildings of the future city (left) stand on fertile Bengali farmland , ninety miles north of
Calcutta. Some five centuries ago the founder of the Hare Krsna movement—Sri Krsna
Caitanya—appeared here, and each year ISKCON devotees (above) come from around the world

to commemorate the event.

PHOTO: BHARGAYA DASA
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project. Jayapataka Svami relates how it
all began. . ..

“His Divine Grace asked me to come
to India in 1970. At that time there
weren’t many other Godbrothers from
the West who were staying in India; 1
think Acyutinanda Svami was there, and
maybe five or six others. No sooner did 1
get to India than Srila Prabhupada said
he wanted to purchase land in Mayapur,
the birthplace of Lord Caitanya. So a few
of us came here and began looking over
the open fields and trying to find a
farmer who would sell us a plot of land.
That was our first business—to get
land—~and then we had to build a place to
stay. Srila Prabhupada had said, ‘If you
don’t have a place to sit, you won’t have
the proper perspective, but if you have a
place to sit, then you can arrange every-
thing,” So we got our first piece of land,
and Acyutinanda Svami built a grass
hut. By the end of 1971, I started living
permanently in Mayapur.”

*“It was our first piece of land here in
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*If we had simply stayed in that hut [right,
with the new guesthouse behind], no one
come, and no one would have

says codirector Bhavananda

Gosvami.

Bhavananda Gosvami ex-

Mayapur,”
plains. *‘It was only about three and one-
half acres—just a narrow strip—but Srila

Prabhupida had plans to develop every
foot of it. He was designing a whole com-
plex. He wanted us to get more land and
eventually build a huge temple sur-
rounded by four buildings one thousand
feet long.”

The first step was to construct a four-
story guesthouse. Of course, for a hand-
ful of devotees ninety miles from
Calcutta, constructing a four-story build-
ing in the middle of the rice fields of
West Bengal was a difficult task.

Bhaviananda Gosvami relates, *‘1 used
to travel back and forth between Maya-
pur and Calcutta, bringing building

PHOTO: VISAKHA-1EV] DASE




The first step in Srila Prabhupida’s master
plan was to constru /
guesthouse (left). Of
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materials by train and bus about twice a
week. Sometimes I’d have to ride on the
top of the bus with bales of wire. We had
no car. At first there wasn’t even any
electricity. And none of us knew any-
thing about construction. I’d never even
thought of constructing a building. I used
to be a textile designer and in the movie
business. What did I know about con-
structing such a big building?

*[ remember, one afternoon, walking
on the property with Tamala Krsna
Gosvami, who at that time was Srila
Prabhupada’s coordinator for all our pro-

jects in India. He said, ‘Well, I don’t

know how to build a building, but I'm
determined that somehow we can do it
Srila Prabhupada had been saying, ‘Why
are you making this construction into
something difficult? It’s only a pile of
bricks. Employ men for piling up the
bricks, and you sit there and supervise—
finished.” So we all became very deter-
mined, and Tamala Krsna said, ‘Let’s try
it.” We got some men, and we measured
out an area. Tamidla Krsna was walking
around and directing— ‘You do this, you
do that.’

“Finally, we erected a little brick
building. Srila Prabhupada was very

Surveying the site of the
future temple commands
the attention of Jayapataka
Svami (above, on left) and
architect Surabhi Svamn.

To build the first temple,
explains Jayapataka Svami,
“we hired a labor contrac-
tor and local villagers, and
we had our own engineers
supervise.”

pleased. It was completely in the wrong
place—but at least we had made a start.
From then on Srila Prabhupada directed
us. But we had to act. As soon as we en-
deavored, then we could see things more
and more clearly. The more we did,
the clearer everything became—clear
enough so that we could see our
mistakes and correct them. Better you
make a mistake than do nothing at all.”

““We hired a labor contractor and local
villagers,”” Jayapatdka Svami explains,
“‘and we had our own engineers super-
vise. Meanwhile, we purchased all the
materials ourselves, which often meant
transporting them from Calcutta. So our
first year’s work here was to constantly
purchase materials and supervise the
construction.”

Prior to the completion of the first
building, Srila Prabhupada came to
Mayapur. “‘Since the building was still
unfinished,”” Jayapataka says, ‘‘Srila
Prabhupada moved into the grass hut.
At that time Srila Prabhupdda com-
mented, ‘For spiritual life, living in a
grass hut is very conducive. For our own
spiritual advancement we do not require
big buildings. This grass hut is in
the mode of goodness, but modern
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technology is in the mode of passion. For
our own spiritual life, the mode of good-
ness is more important.’

*“So why were we working so hard to
erect such a large, modern building? The
reason is, Srila Prabhupada wanted to
make it very simple for anyone from any
part of the world to visit the holy land of
Sri Mayapur, chant Hare Krsna, medi-
tate on his relationship with the Supreme
Lord, and taste the nectar of spiritual
life. So to offer the world the transcen-
dental mercy of Lord Caitanya, we had
to have these buildings.”

This is an important idea. A Krsna
conscious person should not reject ma-
terial things that help his spiritual
development or the spiritual develop-
ment of others. It is better to utilize
wealth in the service of the Lord. Bhava-
nanda Gosvami explains it in this
way. ...

““When I first came here, no gne was
visiting Mayapur. Such an important
place of pilgrimage—yet no one was
coming! Then, Srita Prabhupada BAVE US
instructions to construct this big building
costing millions of rupees. And he kept
saying how it would accommodate thou-
sands of people. All | saw was rice fields;
1 was puzzled—where were the thou-
sands of people? But as the project
developed, more and more visitors came
to see us, to take prasada [spiritual
foodl, and to offer respects to the Deities
of Lord Caitanya and Radha-Madhava.
And the festivals—at our last festival we
fed nearly fifteen thousand people in one
day! The more we develop this project,
‘the more the people want to come here.
If we had simply stayed in that hut and
kept to ourselves, no one would have
come and no one would have bene-
fited.”

A Charming Culture

The citizens of West Bengal are in-
spired to see people from all over the
world following India’s original Krsna
conscious culture and coming to taste
the nectar of Krsna consciousness for
themselves. The Bengali devotees take
this as a source of personal pride.

“In a word,” says Bhavinanda Go-
svami, ‘‘they’re charmed. The people of
India are now looking to the highly ma-
terialistic, technologically advanced
countries like America. But when they
see that the Americans and Europeans
are coming here to learn India’s spiritual
culture, they are completely charmed.
To these people it is a great compli-
ment—‘These Westerners are taking up
our culture.” You hear it all the time:
‘They’'re taking up our culture—and
we're giving it up to follow the Western
countries?’ They stop and think. They
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The food distribution center
(right) is the second large
building the community
constructed.

Ahout twenty thousand
people are fed in an average
month, says Jayapataka
Svami, ‘‘and on special days
[below] we feed as many as
fifteen thousand .”

PHOTO: BHARGAVA DASA
The supervisor of the com-
munity is Nitdi-canda (right).
He recalls, **1 was amazed to
see Americans and Euro-
peans so eager to find what
we were losing.”’

are completely charmed that we’re
following this Krsna conscious culture,
and they start turning their heads back to
their own heritage. In this way, Srila
Prabhupida is preserving India’s real
treasure. Actually, India is the last
stronghold of spiritual culture in the
world.”

It is not that Krsna consciousness is
something Indian. Actually, Krsna con-
sciousness transcends the boundaries of
East and West.

“In the Vedic literatures,”’ explains
Jayapataka Svami, ‘“‘Lord Krsna is com-
pared to the sun—and the sun is neither
Indian nor Western. If the sun appears

3
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“They’re charmed,’’ says Bhivananda Gosvami (above, holding a magazine). ‘*The people of
India are charmed that we're following this Krsna conscious culture.”

over my head and I'm in India, I can’t
claim that the sun is Indian. The sun is in
such a superior position that it can’t be
limited like that. In the same way, Lord
Krsna is in everyone’s heart, so Krsna
consciousness is universal. It’s meant to
be practiced all over the world, not
simply in India. Our consciousness is
now impure, and we think ‘I’'m Indian’
or ‘I'm American.” But when our con-
sciousness is purified, it is called Krsna
consciousness—‘I am a servant of
Krsna.” So anyone can live or teach this
culture anywhere in the world. It’s
meant for everyone.”

In a Krsna conscious cultural setting,
society works smoothly with four natural
divisions: brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas,
and sudras. The brdhmanas give direc-
tion, education, and spiritual knowledge.
The ksatriyas govern and give protection
to the other classes. The vaisyas produce
food and raise and protect the cows. And
the sudras give assistance to the three
higher classes. This social division is not
a hereditary caste system. The Vedic
literatures recommend that each in-
dividual’s role in society be based on his
qualifications, not on the family in which
he was born. The Mayapur community
holds true to this original Vedic stan-
dard, and each individual adopts the oc-
cupation for which he is most naturally
suited. It is not a matter of heredity,

A Look at Things to Come

Below we see an artist’s rendering of the Temple of Understanding,
which will be the city’s geographical and spiritual hub.

PHOTO: MURALIVADANA TASA

Here’s a look at the proposed city
plans, a look into the 1980’s.

The city centers upon the Temple
of Understanding. More than thirty
stories high, the Temple of Under-
standing features the world’s largest
planetarium, with exhibits depicting
all levels of existence throughout the
universe and beyond, On each of the
four sides of the central temple area
stands a building one thousand feet
long and four stories high. These
buildings house the city’s educational
facilities, from the primary to the
postgraduate level.

The city is square-shaped. In its
center is the brahminical area, for
learning and worship. A bit farther
out is the ksatriya area, for city ad-
ministration, legal offices, and a
police force. Still farther from the
center are the shops and markets. The
entire city is surrounded by a high
wall, and beyond the city wall lie the
fields for agriculture and dairying.
Throughout the city are many small
temples where Lord Krsna is
worshiped. The entire city is planned
and built according to the descriptions
in the Vedic literatures.
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but of propensity. Following this system
keeps the social body in proper working
order. We know that even in our own
bodies the head directs, the arms defend,
the belly sustains, and the legs give
menial service. And the social body has
the same kind of natural divisions: the
brahmanas function as the head, the
ksatriyas as the arms, the vaisyas as the
belly, and the sudras as the legs.

*“In our community at present,’” says
Jayapataka Svami, ‘“‘you’ll see the seed-
lings or beginning stages of the four basic
social divisions. We have primary and
secondary education for about a hundred
full-time resident students. We have a
dairy, agricultural fields, and orchards.
We have a handloom center that engages
about fifty resident workers. Cooks,
priests, teachers, students, administra-
tors, farmers—gradually we’re develop-
ing every occupational division of our
society.”

Clearly, the Mayapur community dif-
fers vastly from most others—especially
in the planning and organization behind
it. This community engages everyone in
his natural occupation, with Krsna as the
center. Whatever occupation you per-
form, you can do it in a spirit of devotion
to the Lord and in a Krsna conscious at-
mosphere. There will be no slaughter-
houses and no brothels, nightclubs, or
gambling casinos. These things simply
destroy the finer sentiments of the
human being.

“We have industries,”” says Jaya-
_patdka Svami, ‘“‘but they’re small-scale
cottage industries that can be run with-
out big factories, pollution, and hellish
working conditions. In our Mayipur-
candrodaya community, the residents
work under very pleasant conditions,
with beautiful natural scenery, trees,
parks, lakes, and the chanting of Hare
Krsna.”

““The atmosphere here-is conducive to
spiritual life,”’ explains Bhavananda
Gosvami, ‘“‘and everyone can work ac-
cording to his natural propensity. That’s
because, despite centuries of foreign rule
and today’s materialistic trend, the
Bengalis still respect Vedic culture. Here
the people are pious. This is a place to
begin showing the world a perfect Krsna
conscious society.”

Relief for the Hungry

For thousands of families in the
Mayapur area, hunger remains a prob-
lem. Over the past twenty-five years,
huge numbers have migrated to the area
from nearby Bangladesh.

Naturally, one vital and popular func-
tion of the Mayapur-candrodaya com-
munity has been free distribution of
food—not just ‘“‘food,” actually, but
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Lord Krsna and His eternal
consort Radha appear in
Their Deity forms (above)
in the temple at the
guesthouse. They are at the
center of all that the com-
munity members do.

The handloom shop (right)
engages some fifty workers,
says Jayapataka Svami.
“*Cooks, priests, teachers,
students, administrators,
farmers—we’re developing
every occupational division
of our society.”

prasdda—vegetarian food cooked with
devotion and offered to Lord Krsna. By
accepting prasdda, one not only satisfies
his hunger but also makes spiritual
progress. Of course, hunger is only one

kind of suffering to which man is heir.
We all encounter many miseries in life,
and their root cause is our past sinful
acts. But by accepting prasdda, food
offered to the Lord, we are freed not
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Sewing clothes for the Deities
is the way some of the com-
munity members (as above)
take pleasure in serving the
Lord.

A registered nurse solves the
devotees’ minor medical
problems at the community’s
dispensary (left).

The children love the cows
(below). Their milk makes the
brain keen for spiritual under-
standing.

EVEDASE

only from our hunger but also from the
suffering that was awaiting us due to our
karma. This is the great benefit of dis-
tributing or accepting prasada

Jayapataka Svami was in Mayapur at
the time Srila Prabhupada decided to in-
stitute the ISKCON Food Relief
program.

“I remember the day right after we
moved into our first building,”” Jaya-
pataka says. ‘‘Srila Prabhupada was in
his room on the second floor. We’d had a
big feast that day for several hundred
guests. After the feast the banana leaf
plates were thrown, as usual, into a gar-
bage pit near the main building. After a
\yhile we heard some commotion, and
Srila Prabhupada looked out the window.
Outside he saw a group of village
children picking through the garbage pit
and eating the morsels of food that were
left sticking to the plates. Srila Prabhu-
pada’s eyes became filled with tears. He
said, ‘How very hungry these people
are—they are going to such trouble just
to get some scraps of food! This is the
house of God, the house of Krsna—so
everyone who comes here to their
Father’s house should be provided with
a meal.’ i

*“So that’s when we started ISKCON
Food Relief. ISKCON temples from all
over the world came forward with dona-
tions to begin the food relief program.
That was also when we decided to build
our large dining pavilion for feeding fif-
teen hundred people at a time.

*“Our mass prasdada distribution
program has been going on ever since.
We feed about twenty thousand people
in an average month, and on special oc-
casions like the appearance day celebra-
tion of Lord Caitanya, we feed as many
as fifteen thousand people in a day.

‘““Last year the CARE organization
and the West Bengal Council for Child
Welfare (of which we’re a corporate
member) helped us to expand our
program. With food provided by CARE,
we can feed an additional 1,850 mothers
and children.”

Books Are the Basis

Srila Prabhupada’s disciples are
establishing Krsna conscious culture not
only within their own community but
also throughout West Bengal and all of
India. The ISKCON devotees man a fleet
of four minibuses and one boat and
travel throughout the state to hold public
meetings and distribute literature on the
science of Krsna consciousness. The
Eastern India division of the Inter-
national Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, with
offices at ISKCON’s Mayapur center,
prints Bengali and Hindi translations of

(continued on page 34)
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The Transcendental Pastimes of Lord Krsna

Riding the
Whirlwind Demon

*“The whirlwind demon intended to take Krsna up in the sky and kill
Him, but Krsna was simply enjoying the ride. .. .”

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

When Lord Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, came to this earth
five thousand years ago, He played as a
cowherd boy in the north Indian village

_of Vrndavana. To please the great souls
who appeared as His boyfriends and girl
friends and His father and mother, He
displayed many wonderful pastimes. In
India most people are familiar with
Krsna’s activities, and traditionally they
celebrate them through music, dance,
drama, and literature. In Bhagavad-gita
the Lord assures us that anyone who
meditates on these pastimes can rejoin
Him as one of His eternal companions in
the spiritual world

When Krsna was a mere infant, He
killed the witch Patana, who had tried to
make Him suck her poison-smeared
breast (See BTG 12/3). As we’ll see in
this issue, soon afterward Krsna foiled
Sakatasura (the cart demon), and when
He was barely one year old He killed the
Trnavartasura (the whirlwind demon).

Just after baby Krsna turned three
months old, His mother Yasoda noticed
that He was slanting His body in an at-
tempt to rise and turn around. To cele-
brate this auspicious sign, she arranged
to observe the Vedic ceremony called ut-
thana, a bathing ritual performed when a
child is due to leave the house for the
first time. So mother Yasoda called
together the neighborhood women to
assist her. Brahmana priests also came,
and they chanted Vedic hymns while
bands of musicians played instruments
and sang.

During the ceremony mother Yasoda
saw that baby Krsna was falling asleep,
and she placed Him in a cradle under-
neath a household cart. While the child
slept, mother Yasoda became absorbed
in receiving guests, garlanding them
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with flowers, and offering them presents.
When Krsna awoke, He began crying for
His mother. He wanted to drink the milk
from her breast. But mother Yasoda was
busy elsewhere and could not hear Him.
All of a sudden, Krsna threw His legs up-
ward and struck the cart. Although His
legs were tiny and very soft, the cart
turned over violently and collapsed. The
wheels separated from the axle, the hubs
and spokes fell apart, and the pole of the
handcart broke. On the cart were many
utensils made of various metals, and all
of them scattered hither and thither.

When mother Yasoda, her husband
Nanda Mahadraja, and all their guests saw
the situation, they began to wonder
aloud: *‘Is this the work of some demon
or evil planet?’’ Then the small children
present said, ‘‘As soon as baby Krsna
kicked the cart’s wheel, the cart col-
lapsed. There is no doubt about it.”” But
the adults could not believe that little
Krsna had such inconceivable power.

Mother Yasoda called for the brah-
mana priests and had them chant
mantras to counteract the influence of
the bad planet she believed to be the
cause of the accident. Meanwhile the
stout, strong cowherd men put the pots
and other utensils back on the cart and
set it up as before. Then Krsna’s father
Nanda Maharaja took his child on his lap
and bathed Him with water mixed with
pure herbs.

Actually, the cart had been haunted by
the ghostly demon Saka;isura‘ Since he
was without a body of his own, the ghost
had taken shelter of the handcart and
had been waiting for a chance to do some
mischief to Krsna. But when Krsna
kicked the haunted cart with His small,
delicate legs, Sakatasura was imme-
diately pushed down to the ground and
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killed. An ordinary infant would not
have been able to do such a thing, but
Krsna was more than able, because He is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Also, when the cart collapsed, an ordi-
nary child would surely have been in-
jured, but Krsna came out unhurt—in
fact, He thoroughly enjoyed the whole
episode.

Not long afterward, when Krsna was a
year old, mother Yasoda was playing
with Him on her lap. Sometimes a
mother lifts her child, and when the
child falls in her hands, the child laughs,
and the mother also enjoys pleasure.
Yasoda was doing this, but suddenly she
felt Krsna to be heavier than a mountain
peak, and she could no longer bear His
weight. Krsna had exercised His incon-
ceivable potencies and had mystically
assumed the weight of the universe. It
seems that Krsna was aware that the
whirlwind demon Trnavarta was coming
to take Him away. Not wanting His
mother to suffer any difficulty from the
demon, He became so heavy that she
had to put Him down.

But mother Yasoda couldn’t under-
stand what was really happening. She
called the brahmana priests to chanf
hymns for her son’s safety. Then, while
Krsna was sitting on the ground, the
Trnavarta demon came as a whirlwind
and very easily carried Him into the air.
This was another demonstration of
Krsna’s mystic potencies. One moment
He had become heavier than the whole
universe, so that His mother would have
to set Him down, and the next moment
He became lighter than a piece of grass,

so that Trnavarta could carry Him away. -

This was all dnanda-cinmaya-rasa—
Krsna’s blissful, transcendental plea-
sure.

Covering the whole land with clouds
of dust, the demon obscured everyone’s
vision and began vibrating everywhere
with a fearful sound. For a moment the
whole pasturing ground was overcast
with dense darkness from the dust
storm. Mother Yasoda could not find her
son, nor could she understand why. She
fell down on the ground like a cow who
has lost her calf, and she began to lament
very pitifully. When the force of the dust
storm subsided, Yas$oda’s friends ap-
proached her. Not seeing Krsna, they
joined mother Yasoda in crying.

Meanwhile, by his mystic power the
whirlwind demon was carrying Krsna
high into the sky. But then Krsna sud-
denly became much heavier, and the
demon had to stop in midair. Krsna was
challenging Trnavarta to a competition
in yogic power, and Trnavarta was
doomed to lose, because Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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Unfortunately, even today many so-
called yogis and bgbds present them-
selves as greater than God by showing
some insignificant mystic wonder before
foolish people who have no knowledge
of Krsna.

Trnavarta intended to take Krsna up
in the sky and kill Him, but Krsna was
simply enjoying the ride. Now Trnavarta
was falling because of Krsna’s heaviness,
and he wanted to save himself by throw-
ing Krsna off from his neck. But he was
unable to do so, because Krsna was
grasping him by the throat. Unable to

make a sound or even move his hands
and legs, Trnavarta choked and his eyes
popped out. The demon lost his life and
fell, along with little Krsna, down to the
ground.

While the women who had gathered
were crying for Krsna, the demon fell
from the sky onto a big slab of stone,
smashing and dislocating all his limbs.
The astonished cowherd women saw that
Krsna was uninjured and free from
misfortune and was playing on the
demon’s chest very happily. They im-
mediately picked Him up and brought

Him back to mother Yasoda. She and
Nanda Maharaja and all the inhabitants
of Vrndiavana were overjoyed.

For thousands of years, sages have
meditated upon these pastimes with
great pleasure. It is said that both Krsna
and those who enjoy Krsna’s pastimes
are dnanda-cinmaya-rasa—always free
from unhappiness and full of transcen-
dental bliss. el
“Riding the Whirlwind Demon” was
adapted from Srimad-Bhagavatam, trans-
lation and commentary by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

A Krsna Conscious City
(continued from page 31)

the Vedic literatures and a monthly
magazine entitled Bhagavat-darsana.
Srila Prabhupada’s Bengali version of
the Bhagavad-gita is especially popular
and is fast becoming a classroom text in
the primary schools.

Distribution manager Pafcaratna disa
comments on book distribution in West
Bengal: ‘“The people here respect Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Recently I was in
Calcutta, and I was surprised to see that
everywhere [ went, people approached
me for books: ‘You have books? Where
is your temple? Can I get books there?’
They know what these books are, and
they respect them.”

Soon after a van of book distributors

travels to a new area, the mail starts
coming in to Paficaratna, in Mayapur.
‘““We can trace the town-to-town course
of any team of book distributors,” he
says, ‘‘simply by the mail we receive that
week. People write to ask for subscrip-
tions to our Bengali magazine. Or they
want to write articles or ask for more
books. And often they travel here to see
us. In the past two weeks seventeen
young Bengali men have joined our com-
munity. And they all come with Srila
Prabhupada’s books in their hands.”
The natural respect for the ancient
Krsna conscious culture reawakens in
the hearts of India’s people when they
read Srila Prabhupada’s books. So
Bhagavad-gita distribution is as impor-
tant as developing the city. The two
programs complement each other.

The devotees also spread the Krsna
conscious message by boat. In West
Bengal many thousands of villagers can
be reached more easily that way. On
Nitai-pada-kamala, a fifty-foot sloop, the
devotees travel to these interior villages,
distribute prasdda and Vedic literature,
and chant Hare Krsna.

The devotees are seeing the people of
India express their devotion for Lord
Kisna more and more. Lord Caitanya
Mahiprabhu predicted that people all
over the world would reawaken to their
natural Krsna consciousness. And He
especially requested that everyone born
in India first make his life perfect and
then help spread Krsna conscious
culture worldwide. The Lord’s mission is
within the heart of everyone in the
Mayapur-candrodaya community.  &&

'

book publication

building programs

International Society for Krishna Consciousness

BECOME A PATRON MEMBER

Many people want to devote themselves to Krsna consciousness, but
because of business, family or other commitments, they are not able to
come and work directly in our programs. They do, however, want to help.
Therefore we have established our ISKCON membership program so
everyone can have the opportunity to devote some of their time, energy or
money to the Krsna consciousness movement.

You’ll help:

agricultural projects

Membership benefits include a free subscription to BACK TO GODHEAD magazine and
monthly newsletter packages with current ISKCON events, special publications, transcen-
dental photos and even Indian sweets. Above all, you'll get the satisfaction of serving Krsna.

For more information, check appropriate box in coupon on last page.
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NOTES FROM T

1L EDITOR

God, Karma, and the World

Do you remember 1968 —when
churches offered ‘‘sanctuary’’ to draft
resisters? I was in Boston at that time,
and there it was big news for a while, part
of the protest against the Vietnam War,
Every few days you'd see in the
headlines that yet another young man
was telling the government “‘I won’t
go!”’ by going into a church. The church
officials would refuse to allow federal au-
thorities to enter and arrest him, and for
a few days the tension would mount.
People would throng to the church to
hold mass meetings and voice their
Christian antiwar sentiments, and at
last federal police would move in and,
after a scuffle, take the man away.

As a member of the Boston center of
the Hare Krsna movement, 1 attended
one such meeting at Boston University’s
campus chapel. Despite government
threats, the protesters were sheltering a
draft resister and holding a twenty-four—
hour public prayer meeting. The church
was crowded and noisy. Several people in
the audience carried large signs with
political slogans or verses from the Bible.
I had hoped to speak about Krsna con-
- sciousness, but I couldn’t break through
the crowd of politicians, ministers, and
monitors surrounding the pulpit.
Speaker after speaker denounced the im-
minent invasion of the church by federal
agents. A minister quoted verses and ex-
plained Christian duty. A little bewil-
dered by the intense mixture of political
rhetoric and Biblical quotes, and unsure
what was the proper course of action for
me, I returned to our center and wrote a
query to our spiritual master, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. His reply (dated October 9,
1968) arrived a few days later. I have al-
ways considered Srila Prabhupada’s
analysis of the ‘“‘sanctuary’’ situation a
perfect response by a fully God con-
scious person. It showed me how to react
not just to that political struggle but to
the many others since then.

“‘Dear Satsvarupa, _

“‘Please accept my blessings. I have
received your letter about the situation
in Boston, From the statements in your
letter, I can understand that it is a politi-
cal situation. This political struggle is the
reaction of karma. Both the opposing
parties—namely the students who have
taken shelter in the churches and the

government force which is coming to ar-

rest them—both of them are in the same

category, because if it were a question of
meat-eating or supporting the slaughter-
house, both of them would agree. So the
present situation is a reaction to man’s
sinful activities. We especially recom-
mend that people restrain themselves
from four kinds of primary sinful ac-
tivities—namely illicit sex, intoxication,

- meat-eating, and gambling. But all these

fighting people are cent per cent addicted
to all these habits. So if they are serious
about mitigating the unpalatable situa-
tion of society, they must agree to accept
Krsna consciousness. Otherwise, there is
no possibility of peace in the world.

“It is useless for students to pray
twenty-four hours a day, listen to politi-
cal talks, and desire that the war should
stop. God cannot be their order supplier.
First of all they act sinfully, and when
there are reactions in the form of war,
pestilence, famine, and so many other
natural disturbances, they pray to God to
stop them. This is not possible. They are
just like criminals: first of all a criminal
commits theft, burglary, and debauch-
ery, and when he is captured by the
police force, he prays to the government
to stop his punishment. That is not
possible. So, people are engaged in many
sinful activities, and by nature’s law
there must be a reaction. Suppose | am
encouraging cow Killing, or animal kill-
ing of any sort. When by nature’s law my
turn comes to be killed, if I pray to God
to stop it, how can it be stopped?
Therefore, the protesters’ process is not
very genuine. They want to make God
their order supplier. God is not an order
supplier. He is an order giver. He orders
everyone to surrender unto Him, and
the fools and rascals who do not sur-
render unto Him want to order God
through so-called prayer—that He
should ask material nature to stop her
legal activities of punishment. That is
not possible. So the situation is not very
favorable, but if someone agrees to hear
Bhagavad-gita and Teachings of Lord
Caitanya continually for some time, [ am
prepared to go and lecture.”’

Your ever well-wisher,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami’’

Now, ten years later, the ‘‘sanctuary™
protest is all but forgotten. There are
new political struggles, new allies and

enemies. But I think Srila Prabhupada’s
analysis is still the devastating truth. Un-
fortunately, the world’s leaders are not
listening to his advice. Most political
and military leaders are completely una-
ware of the laws of karma—action-and-
reaction—that Srila Prabhupada and the
Vedic literatures describe. But they
should know that such laws actually ex-
ist—as surely as they know of nature’s
other unbreakable laws.

Karma is a strict, intricate mechanism,
a natural phenomenon by which every
human action brings about a fitting reac-
tion. This **As ye sow, so shall ye reap’’
law is as much a part of the universal
design as the law of gravity—**What goes
up must come down.”’ Individually,
one’s previous karma (pious or impious
actions) determines one’s present physi-
cal and mental condition, and at the time
of death the accumulated karma of one’s
present lifetime will determine the con-
dition of one’s next lifetime. Kdrma is
also working collectively: young men are
going to die for their country because of
sinful acts performed by themselves and
their countrymen. Each and every per-
son is thus affected by the complex in-
teraction of karma.

When millions of cows or millions of
human embryos are slaughtered, the
killers and their accomplices have to bear
the karmic reaction. All the world’s ma-
jor religions consider not only killing but
also intoxication and sex outside mar-
riage to be immoral. This is the code of
the Supreme, and disobedience to this
code must have its effects. An ordinary
man may not know how or when he will
suffer the karmic reaction, but that has
no bearing on the fact that he will. Why
should we think that overwhelmingly
powerful material nature will not act on
us, when we experience that breaking
even the state laws brings us a bad reac-
tion? Although in the present age we’re
extremely enamored of scientific ex-
planations, even the most educated men
have scarcely looked into this science of
action and reaction. Individually and col-
lectively, we go on committing the same
crimes millions of times. The karmic toll
mounts, and we pay it—through natural
disaster, war, and death.

Why don’t the leaders take the Vedic
literature’s good advice and learn how
they and the rest of us can live our lives
free from karma? Despite our adroit
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international diplomacy, the world’s
nuclear stockpiles grow larger and more
deadly. We’re told the superpowers will
never use their nuclear weapons, but by
the inevitable law of karma we know
they must be used. Yet just as karma and
suffering are always at hand, so also the
solution is always at hand. Now we are
condemned for our acts. against the
codes of the Supreme. But we can
change our actions and thus avoid the
reactions,

As Srila Prabhupida pointed out in his
letter, today’s critical situation is not the

fault of one sectarian party or another.
All are at fault—capitalists, communists,
‘‘the establishment,”” ‘‘the people”
whoever breaks the law of God. Every-
one is committing sinful acts. Even the
sectarian religionists commit them. So
the world needs truly saintly leader-
ship—leaders who have genuine knowl-
edge of God’s law of karma and can show
the rest of us how to perform naiskarma
(actions that don’t bring about material
reactions).

There is no point in wishfully talking
of peace and morality until one first

agrees to hear the whole course of
education. First, we have to learn that
the material world is working under the
direction of the Supreme Spirit and that
disregarding His codes always leads to
disaster. All these things come to light in
the Bhagavad-gitd, the original treatise
on God, karma, and the world. As the
Gitd points out, adherence to morality
cannot be attained just by mundane im-
petus. Morality and peace will come
naturally to us only when we become
Krsna conscious and awaken to the
higher taste of spiritual pleasure. —SDG

ENERGY

(continued from page 7)
also provided for in Bhagavad-gita. 1t is
not that the Vedic science is impractical
or that it leaves out material facili-
ties. On the contrary, Bhagavad-gita
and other Vedic literatures detail a most
practical culture based on the principles
of “‘simple living and high thinking.”
Krsna says, anndd bhavanti bhutdni: the
_ basic necessity is that everyone have an
~ abundant supply of food. That should be
the first concern of a well-organized
society. And He also explains how to
secure it: krsi-goraksya-vanijyam vaisya-
karma svabhdva-jam. Simply by growing
grains, vegetables, and fruits, and by
maintaining cows, we can easily obtain
whatever we need to eat.

From cows, which thrive on grasses
grown virtually everywhere, we get the
mirdcle food, milk. A single cow will
often produce from five to ten gallons of

milk a day, and from milk we can get
cream, butter, yogurt, cheese, and many
other foods. From trees we can get fruits
like apples, peaches, or mangoes, as well
as many varieties of tasty and nutritious
nuts. We can. plant vegetable gardens
and also raise wheat, rice, and other
grains. In this way, by minimal en-
deavor, a man and his family can easily
live on what is grown within a five-mile
radius of their home. And if there are
places on earth which will not support
this program, they should simply be con-
sidered uninhabitable and abandoned.
As for housing, we can easily build it
from the wood and earth available every-
where, and for fuel we can use either
wood or cow dung. We do not need to
scar the earth with gigantic machines
simply to maintain an artificial standard
of living. From the bull and the horse we
can get the energy for transportation and
plowing, and from sheep, the cotton
plant, and the silkworm we can get the

raw materials for cloth. By living in this
simple and natural way, we easily obtain
all necessities and can use the ample re-
maining time and energy to cultivate
Krsna consciousness.

As mentioned earlier, the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness has already begun many projects to
establish this Vedic culture of simple liv-
ing and high thinking. And the members
of these projects are daily feeling the
joyfulness of a natural life in perfect har-
mony with the universe and its creator.
Without the need of modern, artificial
amenities, which have caused the energy
crisis, these people are very satisfied
simply to accept the gifts of nature and
worship Krsna by chanting His holy
names and doing His work. Rather than
an energy shortage, they have found an
abundance of energy—the unlimited
spiritual energy that Lord Krsna pro-
vides to those who follow His instruc-
tions with faith and devotion. o
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Clo ISKCON, ©.38 A48 Montes de Oca f 25-44.57; Santiago, Chile— Eyzaguirre, 2404 Puente Allo; Sante Domingo,
Dominican Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 36/ 688-1318; Sao Paulo, S.P., Brazil—Rua Pandia CalG-
geras, 54, Liberdade, CEP 01525/ 279-3497; Valencia, Venezuela—Carretera Vieja No. 42, La Entrada.

FARMS: Petropolis, Brazil {New Ayodhyal— (contact ISKCON Rio de Janeiro).

NORTH AMERICA (CANADA): Galgary, Alberta—5324 Second St SW., T2H DG7/ (403)259-4190; Edmenton,
Alberta— 10745 1111h 51, T5H 3G 2/ (4031424-1797; Montréal, Québec— 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C57 (514)
527-1101; Ottawa, Onlario— 1429 Cyrville Rd. K1B L7/ (613)741-8518; Toronlo, Ontario— 243 Avenue Rd. MSR
2J61 {4161922-5415; Vancouver, British Columbia— 1774 West 161h Ave. VEJ 2M1 / (604)732-8422,
{U.5.A): Ancharage, Alaske—4302 Cope St, Mo A, 99502/ (907)277-1280; Ann Arbor, Michigan—718 W.
Madison St 48103/ (313)665-6304; Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Awe. NE 30306/ (404)378-9182;
Baltimore, Maryland— 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Calonsville 21228/ (301)747-0815: Berkeley, Calilornia—2334
Stuart 5t 94705/ (415} 843-7874; Bloominglon, Indiana—412 North Park 47401 1 (812)336-4666; Boston, Mas-
sachusetls—72 Commonwealth Ave 021161 (617)247-7300; Bulfalo, New York—132 Bidwell Pkwy. 14222/
(716)882-0281: Chicago, Ilinois— 1014 Emersan 51. Evanston 60201 ( (312)273-3960, Cleveland, Ohle—15720
Euclid Ave, E. Cleveland 44112/ (216)851-8367; Columbus, Ohio—39 East 13th St 43201/ (614) 299-5084;
Dallas, Texas—5430 Guiley Ave 752237 (214)827-6330; Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry 51 80220/ (303)-
333-5461; Delrail, Michigan—383 Lencs Ave. 482157 {313)824-8000; Galnesville, Florida—821 SW. Depat Ave
32601 1 (9041377 -1496; Harri g F ¥ ia (Radna-Da ing lemples)—5431 Jonestown Rd.
17112/ (717)657-041B; Honolulu, Hawail—51 Coelho Way 96B17/ (808)595-3947; Houston, Texas—1111
Rosalie 51 770041 {7131528-8004; Kansas City, Missouri—5301 Lydia Ave. 64110/ (B16)523-2378; Laguna
Beach, California—644 5. Coast Hwy. 92651/ (714)494-9172; Las Vegas, Nevada— 2600 Demetrius 89101
(702)642-3884; Los Angeles, Calilornia— 3?6-1 Walseka Ave. 800347 (213) 871-0717; Mlami, Florida— 10900
Coral Way 33165/ (3051552-1766; M 216 Ridg Ave. 55403 (B121B74-B780; New
Orleans, Loulsiana— 2836 Esplanade Ave, 70119 1 {504)488-7433; New York, New York— 340 W. 55th 51 10019/
(212)765-8610; Philadelphia, Pannsylvania— 41-51 Wesi Allens Lane, 19118/ (215)247-4B00; Pittsburgh, Penn-
4626 Forbes Ave. 152131 (4121683-7700; Portland, Oregon— 2805 SE. Hawthome St 97214 {503)-

Sweden —Koisnas Gard, 140 32 Grodinge / 0753-29151.

FARMS: Indre, France {New May&pur) —Lucay-Le-Male, 36600 Valencay Chateau d'Cublaise / 12-07-25-0608;
Landon, Eng (contact Bhakti Manarl, Perig , taly=Yia Delle Colline, Localita, La Meridiana,
Perignano, Pisal (0587)1-616194

LATIN AMERICA: Belo Horlzonte, Brazil—Rua Araxa, 91, Brazil 30,000 ¢ 442-1810: Bogotd, Colombla—Cairera
34 Ma. 54-A-72 | 490091; Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche Mo, 61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos! 751-3028;
Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela—Paseo Heres, Cruce con Avenida Maracay Mo, 19, Casa Esquina; Gruabe, Puerto
Rico—Box 215 B. Roule 181 ila DOB5E; dalaj Mex| Avenida Vallarta 2035, Sector Juarez !
157498; City, Gual | junda Calle 6-26, Zona 13, 310B33; Guayaquil, Ecuador—Calle Bolivia
No. 513 ¥ Chimborarzo; La Paz, Bolivia— P.0. Bax 10278, Mirallores; Lima, Peru—976 Jiron Juan de la Fuente, San
Anlanio Mirallores [ 47-18-10; Maracaiba, Venezuela— Carrelera Perija Km. 2, Colonia John Kallimnios, Casa Mo, 6:
Mexico Clty, Mexico— Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexica DF. 18/ (9051277-3124; Recite,
Brazil—Aua Lecnarde Arco Verde 211, Madalena, Parnambuca, Brazil 50.000; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—Esirada
Velha da Tijuca, 102, Usina; Salvador, Brazll— Rua Alvaro Adorno, 13, Brotas, Brazil 40,000 ( (07 11244-1072; St. Au-
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231-5782; Bt. Louis, Missourl—4544 Laclede Ave. 63108/ {314)361-1224; Salt Lake Cily, Ulah—B53 Park 51
84102/ (801)521-3445; San Diego, Californla— 1030 Grand Ave,, Pacific Beach 92109/ (714)483-2500; Sealtla,
Washinglon—400 18th Ave. East 98102/ (206)322-3636; Washinglon, D.C.— 10310 Daklyn Rd. Potomac, Mary-
land 20854 / (301)298-2100.

FARMS: Carrlere, Missisaippi (New Talavan)—R\. No, 2, Box 449, 39426 1 (801)798-6705; Dixon, Missouri (Naw
Godruma) —Box 81 Tavern Route 65459 / {314)422-3966; Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrind&ban) —R.D, No.
1, Box 620, 26041/ (304)845-2790; Lynchburg, Tennassee (Murdri-sevakal —R1. No, 1, Box 146-A, (Mulberry)
37359 / (815)750-7058; Porl Roval, Pennsylvania (Gité-ndgarl) —R.D. No. 1, 17082/ [717)527-2493,

d—B7 Gri

SOUTH SEAS: Adelaide. Australia— 13-A Frome SL./ 2235115; Auckland, New Zeal Ad.. ML
Albert ! 686-763; Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave,/ 61-633 ext. 48 (mail: clo P.O. Box 125); Melbourne, Australla—
187 Danks St. Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3208 ! 699-5122 (Mail: c/o P.O. Box 125); Sydney, Auslralia— 50
Buckingham St Surry Hills  699-4563 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 170, Alexandria, N.SW. 2015).

FARMS: A lfa (New ‘Eungella’ Tyalgum Rd. Yia Murwillumbah N.5.W. 2484
066-721803 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 6BT).




. BHAGAVAD-GITA
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READ THESE BOOKS - PERFECT YOUR LIFE

The books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Sri faopanlsad o
Anideal introduction to the Vedic
knowledge: Eighteen verses. Eacha
perfect meditation:

51,85 (405)

Bhagavad-gita Asltls

Atimeless guide to spiritual perfec-

tion. The largest selling, most widely
used edition of the Gita in the Western
world: New condensed version.
Hardbound: $5.97 (301}
Softbound: $2.95 (302}

Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead
The Krsna stories of the Vedas in a

readable short-story format, with ac-

companying illustrations.
Hardbound: $7.95 per volume (307,
308,309) : -
$19.95 per 3-vol. set (310)
Softbound: 51. 95pervok {311, 312
313)

$4.95 per 3-vol set (314)

The Nectar of Devotion

{The complete science of bhakti-
yoga)

A step-by-step guidebook on how to
become Krsna-conscious.
Hardbound: 57.95 (305)

Sofibound: $3.95 (306)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
The essential teachings of
Lard Krsna's mast merciful
incarnation.

Hardbound: $6.95 (303)
Softbound: $4.95 (304)

‘Readings in

- Vedic

| therature.
A comprehensive
anthology of
ancient India’s
philasophy.

S$1.95 [409)
———— Easy Journey
E.:iﬁi?ﬂﬂ’;:‘f ~ to Other
| == | Planets

Mystic yoga,
| astral travel, and
" divine fove in

§ {he material and
~ spiritual universes.
51.25(402)

. The Perfection
of Yoga
Body and ming
control that frees
you from illusions
. andfalse
identities. ;
$.95 (406) PO

Perfect Answers
One of India's
greatest saints
fulfills a Peace
Carps worker's
search for
meaning,

$1.50 (410)

Perfect Questions,

The Hare Krsna
Cookbook .
Vegetarian recipes.
51,95 (503)

Gopal Coloring Boak
A pastime for children.
$1.95 (502) :

Dlahiad

Sl

e e

Prahlad |llustrated

Storybook
Alranscendental story
for children. $1.95(501)

Srimad-Bhagavatam
The postgraduate science of spiritual realization. e
The book that begins where the Gita leavesoff. =
Hardbaund: 57.95 per volume. 23 volumes avanable
Canto 1, in 3 parts (211,212, 213)
- Canto 2,in 2 parts (221, 222}
Canto 3, 1s1 2 parts available (231, 232)
Canto 5,in 2 parts (251,252}
Canto B, in 3 parts (261, 262, 263)
Canto 7, in 3 parts (271, 272, 273)
Canto 8, in 3 parts (281,282, 283)
Canto 9,in 3 parts (291, 292,293)
Canto 10, 151 2 parts available (201, 202)

Sn Caltanya cantamna

The life and precepts of Kisna's most merciful incarnation,
described in detail. 17 hardbound volumes. 57.95 each.
Adi-lla, in 3 parts (111,112, 113)

Madhya-lila in9 parts [121, 122, 123 124, 125, 125
127,128, 129)

Antya-lila, in5 parts (131, 132, 133, 134, 135}

If for any reason you're not pfeaseo’ with these books, just return them within 10 days and receive a camplete refund.

_...—..__--._.__.‘......—-—._......—..——_______r.___

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST Dept. BTG 13-4
3764 Watseka Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90034

SLI bSC!'I be to this unlque spmtual journal—

fully devoted to the world of Krsna
_consciousness and self-realization.
One year. .. only $7(outside U.S.A. $8)

O send me information on membership in the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness.
Please send me a free catalog of books.
Send me the next twelve issues of BACK TO GODHEAD. My check
or money order for $7 is included. ($8 outside U.S.A.)
Clpiease send me a set of meditation beads for $3.00 (check
or money order enclosed).

]
|
|
|
|
|
I
% O please send the books I've circled below. My check or
|
|
|
]
|
|
|
|

money order for $. ____total payment is enclosed.

111 123 128 134 221 252 272 2091 301 306 311 405 502
112 124 129 135 222 261 273 292 302 307 312 406 503
113 125 131 211 231 262 281 293 303 308 313 409
121 126 132 212 232 263 282 201 304 309 314 410
122 127 133 213 251 271 283 202 305 310 402 501

Name ___
Address _

City State ZIP
If your order is under $4.95, please add $,50 for postage, $4.95 to $9.95
add $.70 postage, and over $9.95 add 6% of total order,




'Beyond
- Vegetarianism

cr " 2 i o

Like millions of other people, you may be realizing that eating meat
isn't so good for your health or your budget. You may have also heard
_ that it brings bad karma. But then again, you may also be asking your-
self, “Would a vegetarian diet give me enough protein?'’ or “Would it

taste good?" So here’s a suggestion: Why not join us this Sunday for
-some vegetarian prasada— zestful Indian dishes that Lord Krsna's
_devotees offer to Him with love, just the way He requests in the
~ Bhagavad-gita. Not only is prasada the most incredibly delicious
~ food you've ever tasted, and not only does it provide you with
every vitamin, mineral, and protein you need —but also, '
‘because it's been offered to Krsna, prasada gives
you a unique spiritual pleasure that no other food
can. So why not join us this Sunday for the free,
world-famous transcendental Love Feast? And
after the feast be sure to stay for the movie,

play, or puppet show. (Please see page thirty-

six for the center nearest you.)



