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Books By His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

KRSNA, The Supreme Personality of Godhead The supremely
rich, powerful, famous and beautiful Personality of Godhead,
who is free from all material attachment, is now available in
book form. KRSNA, The Supreme Personality of Godhead, 750
pages of lranscendental reading matter, opulently illustrated
with 82 full-color plates, presents the eternal, blissful pastimes
of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna as they are revealed in the
Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the ripened fruit of all the
Sanskrit Vedic literatures.

The activities of Krsna, which appear to be like those of an
ordinary man, can only be properly understood with the help
of a bona fide spiritual master fully realized in the knowledge of
the transcendental nature. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada is such a spiritual master. KRSNA, The
Supreme Personality of Godhead, potent in message and rich in
design, offers mankind the opportunity to attain the highest
benefit by understanding the true nature of the pastimes of the
Supreme Lord. Everyone would do well to procure this deluxe
two-volume set to read and keep at home as a great treasure.

THE NECTAR OF DEVOTION Our loving propensity expands
just as a vibration of light or air expands, but we do not know
where it ends. The root cause of all despondency is that our
dormant loving propensity has not been fulfilled despite our
great advancement in the materialistic way of life. Our love can
be fully satisfied only when it is reposed in Krsna, and in this
way it is very easy to immediately and simultaneously love
every living being. This is the science of The Nectar of Devotion,
which teaches us how to stimulate our original love for Krsna
and thus enjoy our blissful life.

TEACHINGS OF LORD CAITANYA The conditioned soul,
being engrossed in the material body, increases the pages of the
history of material activity. The teachings of Lord Caitanya,

who is the Supreme Lord Krsna Himself appearing in the role
of His own devotee, can help human society to stop such
unnecessary and temporary activities and can elevate one to the
topmost platform of spiritual activities, which begin after
liberation from material bondage. Teachings of Lord Caitanya,
the instructions of this most munificent incarnation of the
Supreme Lord, thus opens the field of activities of the pure
soul. Such liberated activities in Krsna consciousness are the
goal of human perfection.

SRI ISOPANISAD The knowledge that brings one nearer to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. All the major
scriptures of the world indicate that Godhead, or the Absolute
Truth, is not impersonal, but is a person. From the most
authoritative sources, the famed 108 Upanisads of India,
Sri Isopanisad supplies revealed evidence that the Personality
of Godhead is the creator, maintainer and destroyer of every-
thing that exists. The author’s lucid commentaries reveal that
the Supreme Lord is ‘“unembodied” and “formless,” since
His form is not a material form which is subject to birth,
disease, old age and death.

In the present age of discord, Sri Isopanisad revives the
dormant hope of all living beings—to transcend this conditioned
state and gain the eternal, blissful association of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

THE BHAGAVAD-GITA AS IT IS Now for the first time
this renowned scripture is being brought to the West as it is—
as taught by Krsna Himself and understood by His disciple
Arjuna—in a unique translation and commentary by His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and the supreme authority °
on the Gitd, and He initially delivered the Gita so that all
persons—workers, students, philosophers, and yogis—could reach
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the perfection of life and be liberated from all suffering.
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is
passing on Krsna’s teaching in its full potency, as it is, so that
everyone can attain to his rightful position, full of bliss and
knowledge.

From the Introduction: “The perplexities of life appear like
a forest fire which takes place without being set by anyone. The
man in material perplexities is he who does not understand the
problems of life. Out of many, many human beings, the Bhagavad-
gita is directed to the one who seeks to understand his position.”

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

CANTO ONE—CREATION The science of God is greater than
all other sciences, and this spiritual technology is rationally and
authoritatively explained in the 18,000 verses of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, India’s sublime contribution of culture, philosophy,
politics, sociology, religion and love. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has undertaken the mighty
task of rendering this supremely potent work into the English
language along with Sanskrit transliterations, word-for-word
synonyms and elaborate English purports. Thus in each verse
one will find new enlightenment regarding the Absolute Truth,
the origin of all emanations. Srimad-Bhagavatam is an important
cultural presentation for the respiritualization of the entire
human society.

The first of the twelve cantos of § rimad-Bhagavatam, entitled
“Creation,” was written, edited, published and distributed in
India by His Divine Grace prior to his coming to the Western
world. The first two of the three volumes which comprise the
First Canto are now unavailable until reprinting, but Volume
Three is available in limited quantity. -

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
CANTO TWO—THE COSMIC MANIFESTATION The Second
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam describes the purpose of the
entire Bhagavatam and the different symptoms of this purpose.
The ten chapters of the Second Canto are now being published
in serialized small-book form so that one may very carefully
study this scientific literature in small installments.
Chapter One—The First Step in God Realization The impor-
tance of hearing and chanting the holy name is outlined,
and the process of meditation on the universal form of the
Lord is introduced.
Chapter Two—The Lord in the Heart. Concentration of the
mind upon the Supersoul, the representation of God present
in every atom and in the heart of every living creature.
Chapter Three—Pure Devotional Service: The Change in
Heart. The mature stage of transcendental worship is
elaborated.

ISKCON PRESS, 38 N. Beacon SL., Boston, Massachusetts 02134

Chapter Four—The Process of Creation. Glorification of the
Personality of Godhead, by whose creative energies the
material cosmos is manifested.

Chapter Five—The Cause of All Causes. Systematic analysis
of the creative sequences emanating from the Supreme
Godhead.

Chapter Six—Purusa-sikta Confirmed. Further description
of the universal form and unlimited creative opulence of
the Lord.

Chapters Seven and Eight—Description of the Incarnations
of Godhead. Chapter Seven outlines the scheduled divine
incarnations with their specific functions, and Chapter
Eight reveals the correct process of transcendental inquiry
through the authorized disciplic succession.

EASY JOURNEY TO OTHER PLANETS This book is an
authentic discussion on the techniques and practice of the yoga
system by which one can leave this body for travel to anti-
material planets where life is blissful, eternal and full of know-
ledge.

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS: THE TOPMOST YOGA SYSTEM
This book presents the most authorized process of yoga practice
in God realization, without any deviation from the original
Vedic scriptural literature. In this present volume, the author
forcefully exposes the speculative systems which depart from
love of God as the ultimate goal of yoga.

BACK TO GODHEAD, The Magazine of the Hare Krishna
Movement. BACK TO GODHEAD is the only magazine in the
western world to present the authorized, transcendental science
of God realization known only to the saints of India’s unbroken
disciplic succession.

Each month BACK TO GODHEAD brings you the Hare Krsna
sankirtana movement as it spreads throughout the towns and
cities of the world, fulfilling the prediction of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Available in English, French, German, Japanese
and Hindi.

RECORDS

Govinda Album (33-1/3 rpm)—These sound vibrations praise
Lord Sri Krsna, the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. They were first uttered millions of years ago by
Lord Brahmi, the creator of this universe. Now they are sung by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, accom-
panied by sarod and tamboura, in a rare and unique recording.
Stereo.

Hare Krsna (45 rpm)—The Los Angeles Sankirtana Party
chanting the Great Mantra for Deliverance.
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WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS?

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) is a worldwide community of devotees practicing
bhakti-yoga, loving service to God. It is an eternal science of
God consciousness described in Vedic literatures which were
compiled 5,000 years ago. The founder and spiritual master of
ISKCON, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, a pure devotee representing an unbroken disciplic
chain of spiritual masters, came to the United States in 1966 on
the order of his spiritual master to preach this science of the
spirit soul to the people of the West.

The essence of religion, or, for that matter, the very purpose
of life itself, is to develop love of God. We desire to provide for
all people the gift of knowing how to love God, and we are
dedicated to awakening the love of God which is dormant in
the heart of everyone, regardless of race, creed or color. The
program offered by the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness is designed so that each and every person, while
remaining in his occupation or station in life, may adopt the
simple and direct methods of bhakti-yoga (devotion) under the
direction of a bona fide spiritual master and offer whatever ca-
pacity or talent he has by utilizing it in the service of the Su-
preme Lord. The writer may write articles for Krsna. House-
holders raise children in the science of God, and husband and
wife live in mutual cooperation for spiritual progress. A busi-
nessman may enroll as a life member and thus participate in
the Krsna consciousness movement without abandoning his oc-
cupation.

Only by the recognition of God as the supreme father can
there be brotherhood, peace and prosperity. In this material-
istic world, the temples of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness are like oases in the desert where parched men
may seek the nectar of happiness. We invite one and all to stop
at our temples, listed below, and take part in our programs of -7
classes, festivals, chanting, feasting and worship. The temples are
open for you. Please visit them and inquire into this sublime and
easy process for finding perfect happiness.

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

ISKCON CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Amherst Mass. c¢/o Lee Roth, University of Mass.
Cance Hall /  413-546-5024
Amsterdam Holland Frissenstein 292, Bijlermeer
Atlanta Georgia 24 13th St. 30309
Baltimore Maryland 1300 N. Calvert St. 21202
Berkeley California 2710 Durant Ave. 94704
Berlin Germany  Schluterstrasse 39/V, Berlin 12
Bombay India Akash-Ganga Bldg,, 7th Floor
89 Bhulabhai Desai Rd., Bombay-26
Boston Mass. 40 N. Beacon St. 02134
Boulder Colorado 623 Concord St. 80302
Buffalo New York  130-132 Bidwell Pkwy. 14222
Calcutta India 37/1 Hindustan Rd., Ballyganj
Chicago Hlinois 2210 N. Halstead 606144
Columbus Ohio 318 E. 20th Ave. 43201
Dallas Texas 5108 Mission St.
Delhi India 3514 Netashi Subash Marg
Detroit Michigan 8311 E. Jefferson St. 48214
Gainesville Florida 1915 NW Second Ave.
Hamburg W.Germany 2000 Hamburg 6, Bartelstrasse 65
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Hamilton Canada 122 Charlton Ave. W., Ontario

Hong Kong China ¢/o Monet Limited, 5 Hankow Rd.
1E G/F ] Hotong House, Kowloon

Honolulu Hawaii 2016 McKinley St. 96822

Houston Texas 406 Gray St. 77002

Laguna Beach  California 130 Woodland Dr. 92651

London England 7 Bury PL., Bloomsbhury WC1

Los Angeles California 3764 Watseka Ave. 90034

Maui Hawaii P.O. Box 537

Miami Florida 2851 N.W. 159th St. 33054

Montreal Canada 3720 Park Ave., Quebec

New Orleans Louisiana 7827 Spruce St. 70118

RD 3, Moundsville 26041
439 Henry St., Bklyn.11231

New Vrndavana W. Virginia
New York City New York

Paris France c¢/o Fein, 8 Rue Lacage, 14e
Philadelphia Penn. 641 E. Chelton Ave. 19144
Pittsburgh Penn. 4514 Plummer St. 15201
Portland Oregon 2325 E. Burnside St. 97214

Salt Lake City  Utah 774 E. 8th St., So. Salt Lake City
San Diego California 3689 Park Blvd. 92103

San Francisco  California 455 Valencia St. 94103

San Jose California 397 S, 11th St. 95112

Santa Barbara California 613 E. Victoria St. 93103
Seattle Washington 5516 Roosevelt Way NE 98105
Singapore China 80 Stevens Road, Singapore-10
St. Louis Missouri 4544 Laclede Ave. 63108

Suva Fiji Islands 44 Baniwai Rd.

Sydney Australia 118 Oxford St., Paddington
Tallahassee Florida 324 W. College Ave.

Tokyo Japan 3211 Minami Asakawa-cho Hachioji-shi
Toronto Canada 187 E. Gerrard, Toronto 225
Trinidad West Indies 2 Cipero St., San Fernando
Tucson Arizona 132 Santa Rita

Vancouver Canada 260 Raymur St., No. 305, B.C.

2015 *Q” St. NW 20008
2307 Baynard Blvd.

Washington D.C.
Wilmington Delaware

If you are interested in becoming a member of ISKCON, write
to ISKCON New York for further information.

Amateur and professional photographers who would like to offer
photographs of Krsna conscious activities for inclusion in Back to
Godhead are invited to send them to ISKCON Press, 32 Tiffany PL.,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 1123 1. Hare Krgpa.

Founder
(under the direction of His Divine Grace
Sti Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Published monthly by ISKCON PRESS, a division of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness; Inc.,
32 Tiffany Place, Brooklyn,N.Y. 11231. Subscription rates
for 12 monthly issues: $5.00 (USA), $6.00 (foreign).

Editors:
Hayagriva Dasa Adhikari (ISKCON—New Vrndavana)
Satsvariipa Dasa Adhikari (ISKCON—Boston)

Printed in Japan




Lord Jagannatha, the Deity Incarnation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna
Jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me
(O Lord of the universe, please be visible unto me.)

Indeed, You alone know Yourself by Your own potencies, O origin of all, Lord of all beings, God of
gods, O Supreme Person, Lord of the universe! (Bhagavad-gita, 10.15)
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His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acirya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

catur-vidha-sri-bhagavat-prasada
svadv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-sanghan
krtvaiva trptim bhajatah sadaiva
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“The spiritual master is always offering four kinds of foodstuffs [analyzed as those wh
chewed, those which are licked up, those which are drunk and those which are swallowed]. Four
kinds of prasadam are offered to Krsna, and when the spiritual master sees that the devotees are
eating bhagavat-prasadam, he is satisfied. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such
a spiritual master.”

Back to Godhead
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His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

nayar deho deha-bhajam nrloke
kagtan kamanarhate vid-bhujam ye

tapo divyam putrakd yena sattvam
$uddhyed brahma-saukhyam tv anantam

Maharaja Rsabhadeva, an incarnation
of Krsna who many years ago was emperor
of the whole world, instructed this verse
to his sons. In former ages there was only
one king on this planet. In every planet,
not only on this planet but on all others
also, there is a predominating personality,
who is commonly called a king or emperor,
or in some cases a predominating deity.

For instance, on the moon the predomi-
nating personality is called Candra, and on
the sun the predominating deity or em-
peror at the present moment is called
Vivasvan. The predominating deities or
emperors in each and every important
planet are mentioned in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. This indicates that the author
of the Srimad-Bhdgavatam has complete
knowledge, not only of this universe but
also of the spiritual sky which lies beyond
this universe. In the spiritual sky there are
many planets, and in those planets the
predominating deity is the Supreme Per-

sonality of Godhead Himself. In the mate-
rial universe the predominating person-
alities are human beings, as in our own
planetary system, and their features are
exactly like ours—two hands, two legs,
one head, etc.—but they are very pious
and God conscious.

On the various planets in the material
universe there are different gradations of
human beings. On this planet, for example,
in some sections of the world there are
slaves and uncivilized persons, and in
some portions of the world there are
civilized, God conscious and intelligent
persons. Just as there are different types
of human beings on this planet, so there
are different living beings on other planets,
The higher and lower statuses of the living
entities are calculated in terms of Krsna
consciousness. Of course consciousness is

Back to Godhead 5



everywhere; every living entity, including
the animals, has some form of conscious-
ness, but that consciousness which is not
Krsna consciousness is of a lower grade.
When one is completely conscious of
Krsna, his consciousness is considered to
be in the highest position.

INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS SONS

Mahidraja Rsabhadeva was giving these
instructions to his sons before his retire-
ment. Mahardja Rsabhadeva had one hun-
dred sons, and all of them assembled
together so that their father, the king,
could give them instruction. According to
the Vedic system, it was the duty of the
father to instruct his sons before his
retirement. The Vedic system dictates
that whether one is a king or an ordinary
human being, at a certain age he must
retire. The Vedic system does not recom-
mend that just because one is a king and
has ample opportunity for sense enjoy-
ment he should indulge in sense gratifica-
tion until the moment of death. The Vedic
system is concerned with elevating oneself
to the perfection of Krsna consciousness.
In the Bhagavad-gita Lord 8ri Krsna says,
“I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from
Me come remembrance, knowledge, and
forgetfulness. From all the Vedas I am to
be known; indeed, 1 am the compiler of
Veddnta, and 1 know the Feda as it is.”
(Bg. 15.15) Thus the whole Vedic system
is designed to enable the living entity to
know Krsna, who is the author of the
Vedas.

For one who follows the Vedic system,
his ultimate objective is Krsna conscious-
ness, knowledge of Lord Sr1 Krsna. This
is the Vedic version corrohorated by Lord
$r1 Krsna Himself. Because Lord $ri Krsna
is the actual compiler of the Vedas, His
words should be accepted. The very pur-
pose of studying the Vedas is to come to
know Krsna—that is all. Of course Mah@raja
Rsabhadeva did not have to instruct his
sons in this way. He could have remained
on the throne and -enjoyed his kingdom.
At the present moment a king or a family
man does not retire, even though he may
be struggling with great difficulty. There
are many old men who are suffering, who
are not happy with their family members,
but who are working arduously until their
death. They will not agree to join the
Krsna consciousness society or to take up
Vedic training. No, they will stick to family
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life until the very end. It is not uncommon
to see politicians seventy-five and eighty

- years old continuing in the political arena

until they -are forced to vacate by death.
Gandhi, for instance, was forced to retire
when he waskilled by a political opponent.
When Gandhi attained independence, I
wrote him a letter requesting, “Mr. Gandhi,
now you have succeeded in your struggle
with the British, and now India has
attained its independence. Now we deserve
to learn something about God. You have a
great deal of influence, so now you should
preach Bhagavad-gita. You are known
throughout the whole world as a very
saintly person, and you alsa claim to he a
great scholar of Bhagavad-gita, so why
don’t you take up Bhagavad-gita and
preach?” He did not reply but continued
to meddle with politics until his assistants
became disgusted and his assassination
followed. Although he was considered a
mahatma, still the intoxication of mate-
rialistic life caught him up. Although he
got his desire, although the Britishers left
India, still he would not give up politics.
That is the way of material life. Men refuse
to retire until they are killed by the laws of
material nature. This is a disease. Maya is
so strong that even an old man who
advertises himself to be very pious cannot
give up politics because he is thinking that
if he leaves the political field his country
will suffer, so many disasters will ensue,
etc. He does not realize that things will go
on without him.

THE WORLD GOQOES ON

Many great politicians come and go, and
the people are still living, and the world is
still going on. Hitlers come and go, and
Gandhis come and go, but still things are
going on. This is explained in Bhagavad-
gitd: everything is being carried out by the
laws of nature, and no one can change
this process. “Nature is said to be the
cause of all material activities and effects,
whereas the living entity is the cause of the
various sufferings and enjoyments of this
world.” (Bg. 13.20) *“This material nature
is working under My direction, O son of
Kunti, producing all the moving and
unmoving beings, and by its rule this
manifestation is created and annihilated
again and again.” (Bg. 9.10) Thus no one
can change the laws of material nature, for
they are following a plan, God’s plan. It
is vain conceit to think that without

oneself everything will be topsy-turvy.
Actually no one can do anything. We are
always thinking that our leadership is very
much needed, but this is conceit. For
instance, when I was a householder my
Guru Mahara] gave indications several
times that I should give up my family life
and become a sannydsi and preach this
Krsna consciousness movement. Although
in several ways there were hints from my
spiritual master, still I was not willing, for
I was thinking that if I went away my
family, my sons and daughters, would
suffer. Finally Ileft my family connections
in 1954, and now I have found that in the
past twenty years they are living and T am
also living. They are neither dying nor
suffering in my absence, and I am not
suffering in their absence. Indeed, by
Krspa’s grace I now have better family
members, such nice children in a foreign
country who are taking such good care of
me that I could never expect such good
care from my own children. This is God’s
grace. We should always depend on Krsna.
If Krsna is pleased, wherever we go every-
one will be pleased, and everyone will be
kind. But if Krsna is displeased, then one
will be uncomfortable even in his family
life. Therefore, according to the Vedic
system, at a certain age one should retire
from family life.

THE STAGES OF LIFE

Although Maharaja Rsabhadeva had a
hundred obedient sons and although he
was the emperor and everything was at
his command, he still chose to follow the
Vedic system and retire. There are other
instances of great Kings’ retiring. After
Mahdraja Pariksit retired, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam was recited to him. Simi-
larly his grandfather, Maharaja Yudhisthira,
also voluntarily retired. The Vedic system
is very specific in regards 1o the particular
courses one should take at various stages
of life. At an early age, for instance,
whether one is the son of a king or the
son or an ordinary man, one must go to
the @rama of a spiritual master and live
there as a servant. This is called brahma-
cari life. A brahmacari’s life is dedicated
to serving the spiritual master as a menial
servant. Whatever the spiritual master asks,
the brahmacdri will do. This is such a
strict system that whatever the brahma-
cari collects in alms, he gives to the spiri-
tual master, for he considers everything to



be the spiritual master’s property, not his.
And if the spiritual master forgets to call
his disciple, “My dear son, come and take
your prasadam,” then the brahmacari will
not eat a morsel. Ile will starve. Of course
the spiritual master does not forget, but
these are the injunctions of scriptures
which one has to follow at the beginning
of life whether one is the son of a King or
even the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Himself. Lord SriKrsna Himself underwent
this discipline when He was a brehmacart
for some time. After brahmacari life,
usually at the age of twenty-five, one
marries and lives with his wife and children
for twenty-five years at the most, and
then one retires. After retirement, the
husband and wife go on pilgrimages to-
gether, and when the husband is com-
pletely free from all family attachment, he
takes sannyisa. This is the process—brahma-
cari, grhastha, vanaprastha and sannyasa.

DON'T LIVE LIKE HOGS

Thus, looking to the spiritual advance-
ment as well as the personal affairs of his
sons, Mahardja Bsabhadeva instructed, “O
my dear sons, do not think that this
particular body, this human body, is the
same as those bodies of the cats, dogs and
hogs. Please do not think like that.”
Maharaja Rsabhadeva particularly men-
tions the word vid-bhujam which means a
stool-eater. As in the human society the
dog-eater is considered to be the lowest
human, in the animal society those animals
which eat stool are considered to be the
lowest. The gradations of human beings
and animals are also calculated according
to their eating processes. Indeed, George
Bernard Shaw has written one book en-
titled, “You Are What You EFat.” So the
eating process is very important. If one
eals like the cats and dogs, then he’ll
become like a cat and dog, even in the
human form of life. Similarly, if one
works very hard like the animals, then
what is the value of human life? Human
life should be very sober, peaceful, full of
knowledge and bliss. The devotee has a
good sense of the real purpose of human
life. One should not simply work hard
like an animal and then eat like an animal.

Thus Mah@raja Rsabhadeva is instructing,
“My dear sons, everyone has a different
body, but the body of the human being
is to be considered different. It is not like
the hog body. Day and night the hog is

simply eating stool for sense gratification.
Similarly, if all day and night the human
being is simply eating and gratifying his
senses, then he is missing the real oppor-
tunity of human life.” This is the instrue-
tion: Human life should be regulated. One
should eat only specified foods, should
have sex in such and such a way, should
sleep for just so long, should act in this
way, think in this way, etc. There are so
many regulations. One should not simply
act in an unrestricted way. In human
society there are books of regulations, but
this is not the case in animal society. Some
people claim that human society becomes
free when man somehow or other manages
to abolish law and custom, but this only
means that human society will become
like animal society, for the animal society
has no law book. For this reason Maharaja
Rsabhadeva instructs his sons that they
should not live like the hogs, for they have
ahuman body, and the human form of life
is specifically meant for austerity and
penance. One should voluntarily accept
some regulative principles, even though
they may not be to one’s liking. For
example, the students in the Krsna con-
sciousness movement were accustomed to
certain habits from the beginning of life,
but now they are living under certain
regulations and are accepting them. This is
called tapasya. Tapasya means penance,
For example, one may be habituated to
smoking, and the spiritual master tells the
student that he cannot smoke. When one
tries to give up smoking, he feels some in-
convenience and is put in an uncomfortable
position. Nonetheless he gives up smoking
because of the spiritual master’s order.
This is called tapasya. Despite inconven-
iences, one abides by the regulative princi-
ples set down by the spiritual master.

ACCEPT A SPIRITUAL MASTER

When one accepts a spiritual master, it
is to be understood that one is voluntarily
accepting a great personality whose rules
and regulations must be obeyed. The
attitude of the disciple should be “What-
ever you say, | will accept.” One with such
an allitude is called $igya. In English this
is called disciplined. In English the words
discipline and disciple are related, so in
both English and Sanskrit languages a
disciple is one who accepts the discipline
of the spiritual master. It is not that the
spiritual master whimsically manufactures

his own rules and regulations for the
disciples. He alwayvs refers to the $astras,
scriptures. Therefore, Narottama Dasa
Thakur says sadhu sastra guru, ete.: If one
wants to know who is a spiritual master
and who is a saintly person. then one
should corroborate them with the sastra
to see if they are abiding by or following
the sastra. If the spiritual master says
something that is not in the $astra, that is
not good. Similarly, a saintly person also,
a mahatmd, cannot disregard the regula-
tive principles of scripture. **Anyone,
therefore, who acts whimsically, not caring
for the regulations of the scriptures, can
never have perfection in hislife, nor happi-
ness, nor the supreme destination. One
should understand what is duty and what
is not duty by the regulations of the
seriptures. Knowing such rules and regu-
lations, one should act so that he may
gradually be elevated.” (Bg. 16.23-24)
Nor can one be happy in this life if one
disregards the injunctions of the scriptures.
“But ignorant and faithless persons who
doubt the revealed scriptures go to ruin
and perish. For the doubting soul there is
happiness neither in this world nor the
next.” (Bg. 4.40) And what to speak of
liberation? Thus tapasya means voluntarily
accepting the rulings of the scriptures, the
spiritual master and saintly persons and
molding one’s life in that way.

REGULATIONS WHICH PURIFY

Mahirija Rsabhadeva therefore instruct-
ed his sons not to waste their lives living
like animals but to utilize their lives for
tapasya, voluntarily accepting the regula-
tions of $astra, the spiritual master and
saintly persons. One may question why
one should not live like an animal and why
it is necessary lto live by regulative princi-
ples. Maharaja Rsabhadeva answers that if
one accepts these principles of life, then
his existence will become purified. At the
present moment living entities in the mate-
rial universe are contaminated by the
modes of material nature, mainly the
modes of ignorance and passion. By abid-
ing by the rules of tapasya, the living
l'll.[il_\" can purify his existence, If one
further questions “What is the use of
purification?” the answer to this is also
given. When the living entity’s condition
is purified, he will then be situated on the
platform of transcendental, blissful life.

Everyone is hankering after happiness
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and pleasure, and when one’s existence is
purified he will be placed on the tran-
scendental platform and will be able to
enjoy eternal happiness. Admittedly, we
are all searching after happiness. Why are
we struggling so hard in this material
existence? For happiness. Why are we
after sense gratification? For happiness.
Why do we want to possess so many
things? For happiness. Why do we want
to become beautiful or rich or famous or
powerful or knowledgeable? For happi-
ness. Why do we want to eat so many
things? For happiness. Thus we are work-
ing so hard for happiness, which is our
ultimate goal. Unfortunately the happiness
we are now deriving from the sources
which we have manufactured is temporary.
If one tries to become happy by indulging
in sex, how long does that happiness last?
That also is only for a few minutes, a few
seconds. The fact is that if one wants
eternal continued happiness, then one has
to purify his position. He has to place
himself in the transcendental position, and
then he will feel that happiness.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated
that the yogis are also enjoying sense
gratification. But where? Ananta—with
the Supreme. Their senses are being grati-

fied by Hrsikesa, Krsna, the master of the
senses. Everyone wants to enjoy the
senses. Ramana means enjoyer. Krsna is
sometimes called Radha-ramana, meaning
He who enjoys Simati Radharani. Lord
Sri Krsna's sense gratification is with
Radharani, so sense enjoyment is there also
in the spiritual world. Here in the material
world sense gratification is a perverted
reflection of the real spiritual sense grati-
fication. Actually the whole devotional
line of service is dedicated to the sense
gratification of the master of the senses.
Hrsikesa hrsikena sevanam. Hrsika means
senses, and Hrsikeda means the master of
the senses. The master of the senses is
Krsna, and when one’s senses are applied
for his own gratification, that is material.
That is the real difference. When one is
situated on the transcendental platform,
when one’s conditions are purified by
tapasya, voluntarily accepting austerities
and penances under the guidance of a
spiritual master, $astra, and saintly per-
sons, at that time it will be possible for one
to satisfy the senses of Krsna and become
fully satisfied. How is this? In this connec-
tion the example of the body is often
given. The different parts of the body can-
not enjoy the senses or satisfy them in-

dependently. The parts depend upon the
welfare of the whole body. One can pick
up a piece of cake with the fingers, but the
fingers alone cannot enjoy the cake. The
fingers must put the cake into the mouth,
and from thence the cake goes to the
stomach and the stomach acts on it, and
in this way the whole body receives
nourishment. When the nourishment from
the cake is transmitted to the various
parts of the body, immediately the fingers
and all other parts are benefitted. This is
the process. The identification of the
senses is there, but it is through Krsna.
One can then go ahead and enjoy and
completely gratify the senses perfectly
just as the gopis, the transcendental
associates of Lord Sri Krsna, gratified
their senses perfectly by unalloyed devo-
tion to the Supreme. This then is the pro-
cess of human life indicated in the instruc-
tion of Maharaja Rsabhadeva. We must
purify our present condition by volun-
tarily accepting the regulative principles
given by the spiritual master and scriptures.
Then our senses can be employed in the
service of the Supreme, and in that way
we can come to actually enjoy our senses
in the perfectional state. END

_ATTAINING THE SUPREME
by His Holiness Kirtanananda Maharaja

[This is the eighth in a series of eighteen
essays on the chapters of Bhagavad-gita.|

The Eighth Chapter of the Bhagavad-
gitd begins with a series of seven questions.
Arjuna asks, “What is Brahman?” *“What
is fruitive activity?” “What is the material
manifestation?” “What are the demigods?”
“How does this Lord of sacrifice live in
the body?” *In which part does He live?”
And finally, “How can those engaged in
devotional service know You at the time
of death?”” Actually, these questions should
not have been in the mind of Arjuna.
Arjuna was a ksatriya, a high caste man,
supposedly well versed in the knowledge
of the Vedas. He should have known all
these things; besides, all these questions
had already been dealt with by Krsna
previously in the first seven chapters:
Brahman was analyzed and explained in
4.24, 6.27, and elaborately in 7.0-12;
fruitive activities were discussed in every
chapter, especially in 2.49, 3.19, 3.28,
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3.31, 4.18-22,5.3, and 6.1; the material
manifestation is delineated in 7.4 and 7.30;
the demigods are mentioned in 3.11-12,
4.12, 4.25,5.29, and 7.20-23; the Lord of
sacrifice, and where He lives, is explained
in 3.9,15, 4.23-33, 5.29, and 6.31; and
even the last question is answered in 2.51,
6.47, and 7.23. For this reason, Krsna is
at once again addressed as Madhusiidana,
the killer of the great Madhu demon, and
Arjuna is indirectly asking Krsna to kill
these doubts that have arisen in his mind.

The first six questions the Lord deals
with very summarily, although completely
and authoritatively, because they have
been dealt with at length previously. But
the seventh question He answers at length
and supplies much new information. There-
fore almost the whole of the Eighth
Chapter deals with how to quit the body
at the time of death.

Arjuna  also addresses Krsna as
Purusottama, which indicates that al-
though he was Krsna’s intimate friend, he

was not asking the questions on that basis,
but he was asking them of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead; therefore, the answers
can be expected to be definitive. There is
one more important point to note about
these two addresses of the Lord. Because
Arjuna recognizes doubts as demons and
presents them to the Lord (Madhtisudana
and Purusottama) for final liquidation,
it is to be understood that Arjuna is
not in illusion at all. Arjuna is not asking
the questions for himself at all, but for us.
This is also indicated in the Fourth Chap-
ter, where the Lord indicated that Arjuna
was one of His eternal associates present
millions of years before at the first recita-
tion of the Bhagavad-gita to the sun-god,
Vivasvan. The eternal associates of the
Lord are certainly liberated persons; there-
fore Arjuna should not be taken as an
ordinary conditioned soul. Rather, these
questions were raised so that the Lord
could speak Bhagavad-gitd and so that
His pure devolee and intimate friend
(bhakla) could become the first in the new
paramparda (disciplic succession) and thus
give practical example that it is by bhakti
(devotion) alone that one can enter into



the understanding of the Gita. Arjuna is
asking the questions justlike a conditioned
soul, but he is not himself conditioned.
That is the perfection of the Gita: on all
sides there is perfect knowledge. The
questions are perfect, the answers are
perfect, and if any conditioned soul will
simply follow in the footsteps of Arjuna,
he may also become perfect.

WHAT IS BRAHMAN?

What is Brahman? Sri Krsna says, “The
indestructible, transcendental, living entity
is called Brahman, and his eternal nature
is called the self.” (8.3) Krsna is repeating
the Vedic aphorism aham brahmasmi, *'1
am spirit soul.” Krsna very elaborately
explained in the Second Chapter that we
are not these material bodies. “For the
soul there is never birth or death. Nor,
having once been, does he ever cease to
be. He is unborn, eternal, ever-existing,
undying, and primeval. He is not slain
when the body is slain.” (2.20) That
eternal, all-pervading, immeasurable self is
called Brahman, and Krsna adds: “1 am the
Self seated in the hearts of all creatures.”
(10.20) Can we then conclude that there
is only one soul as the Mayavadi imper-
sonalists say? No, we cannot do that, for
then we could not understand so many
other verses in which the eternal individ-
uality of the soul is clearly established.
(2.12, 13.12, 14.27, 15.7, for example).
Therefore, Lord Caitanya, who is Krsna
Himself disguised as a devotee, clarifies
the whole matter by His sublime philoso-
phy of acintya-bhediabheda-tativa, incon-
ceivable, simultancous difference and non-
difference. In other words, the living entity
is inconceivably simultaneously one and
different from Krgpa, the Supreme Abso-
lute. We are Brahman, and He is Param-
brahman. We are the energy which is one
in quality with the absolute whole, but
which is not itself the energetic source.

om pirpam adah piarnam idam
piirnat piirnam udacyate

pitrnasya pirnam adaya
piirnam evavasisyate.,

This is a very beautiful mantra from Sri
Isopanisad, one of the oldest of the
Upanisads. 1t is translated by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada as follows: “The Personality of
Godhead is perfect and complete. And

because He is completely perfect, all
emanations from Him. such as this phe-
nomenal world, are perfectly equipped as a
complete whole. Whatever is produced of
the complete whole is also complete by
itself. And because He is the complete
whole, even though so many complete
units emanate from Him, He remains the
complete balance.” It is just as if one has
a bank account of one million dollars, and
he withdraws one thousand dollars every
hour. Now each withdrawal is qualitatively
the same as the whole. A dollar is a dollar,
either singly or in large groups. But sup-
pose one could withdraw one thousand
dollars every hour and the original million
never diminished? The individual with-
drawals have no such reproductive power—
when they are spent, they are gone. Then
that would be something like the differ-
ence between the original piirnam, which
is the source of everything that be, and
the individual parts and parcels, or the
cosmic manifestation. We have energy,
but are not the energetic.

WHAT ARE FRUITIVE ACTIVITIES?

What are fruitive activities? The Lord
says, “And action pertaining to the devel-
opment of these material bodies is called
karma, or fruitive activities.” (8.3) In the
Third Chapter, 28th verse, Krsna says:
“One who is in knowledge of the Absolute
Truth, O mighty-armed, does not engage
himself in the senses and sense gratifica-
tion, knowing well the differences between
work in devotion and work for fruitive
results,” In the Fourth Chapter, 19th
verse, He adds: “*One is understood to be
in full knowledge whose every act is
devoid of desire for sense gratification.
He is said by sages to be a worker whose
fruitive action is burned up by the fire of
perfect  knowledge.”  Fruitive activity,
therefore, refers all activities which
have for their object self gratification,
and conversely the path to freedom (free-
dom from the control of the senses,
which are dragging us into one body after

Lo

another Lo enjoy or suffer according to
karma) leads to surrendering the results
of all actions to Krspa—and that is Krsna’s
final summary instruction in the Bhagavad-
gita: “Give up all varieties of religion and
just surrender unto Me; and in return |
shall protect you from all sinful reactions.”
(18.66) Thus from beginning to end, the
teaching of the Gita is one: that the living

entity should surrender to the Supreme
Lord by engaging himself in full Krsna
consciousness according to his own par-
ticular talent or duty. Whatever he can do,
just do it for Krsna.

What is the material manifestation? The
Lord says: “The physical nature is known
to be endlessly mutable. The universe is
the cosmic form of the Supreme Lord.”
(8.4). In the Seventh Chapter, 4th verse,
Sri Krsna says: “Earth, water, fire, air,
ether, mind, intelligence, and false ego—
altogether these eight comprise My sepa-
rated material energies.” So it is concluded
that the material manifestation is the
temporary manifestation of the Lord for
the twofold purpose of giving the living
entity a chance to fulfill his malerial
desires and at the same time a chance lo
cultivate spiritual knowledge so that at the
conclusion of this life he does not have to
take birth again, but can go back to God-
head. This is very nicely stated in the
eleventh mantra of Sri Isopanisad:

vidyam cavidyarm ca vas
tad vedobhayam saha
avidyayd mrtyum tirtvd
vidyayamrtam asnute,

“Only one who can learn the process of
nescience and that of transcendental know-
ledge side by side can transcend the influ-
ence of repeated birth and death, and
enjoy the full blessings of immortality.”
That is the perfection of the V edic culture,
that everything is so arranged to give
every living entity maximum opportunily
to advance in knowledge both material
and spiritual so that everyone may make
his life successful. To that end sociely is
divided into four classes: the sidras to
provide manpower, the vaiSyas to provide
productivity in the form of agriculture,
commerce and banking, the ksatriyas to
give administration and protection, and
the brihmanas to give spiritual direction,
There is no question of inequality—ahan
brahmasmi. We are all part and parcel of
the transcendental body of Krsna. Without
recognition of Krsna, the system will
never work. Without recognizing the
father, how can there be brotherhood?
Brotherhood means one father, and as
soon as mankind recognizes Krsna as that
Supreme Father and all living entities as
His parts and parcels, each with a particular
talent to be used in the service of the
whole, then the social organism will work
just befitting the design of Krsna—perfect-
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ly. Such consciousness can be realized by
the dsramas, or stages of life, provided in
the Vedic system. As a brahmacari one
remains a celibate student and learns the
principles of Krspa consciousness; as a
grhastha he practices those principles in
day to day family living; as a vanaprastha
he gradually retires from his worldly
affairs; and as a sannyasi he travels all over
the world preaching this sublime message
of love of God. Nothing is left out, but
everything is dovetailed to serve the whole,
Krsna.

DEMIGODS

What are the demigods? That of course
has been answered previously by Krsna in
the Third Chapter where He outlines the
demigods’ functions as universal managers
in charge of supplying the various necessi-
ties of life (3.11-12). In the Fourth Chapter
the Lord adds that one gets quick results
from worshiping the demigods in the
matter of fruilive activities (4.12), but in
the Fifth Chapter the Lord clearly states
that He alone is the Lord of all sacrifice,
the Supreme Lord of all planets and demi-
gods, the only benefactor and well-wisher
of all living entities, and therefore He
alone is the giver of peace and relief from
the material miseries. And in the Seventh
Chapter, 23rd verse, the Lord declares:
“Men of small intelligence worship the
demigods, and their fruits are limited and
temporary. Those who worship the demi-
gods go to the planets of the demigods,
but My devotees reach My supreme
abode.” They are of small intelligence
because they are accepting something
temporary and insignificant in place of the
highest, the reservoir of all pleasure, Krsna.
It is something like a little child, who, if
one offers him the choice of some little
trinket or a check for a million dollars,
takes the worthless toy, never realizing
that with a million dollars he could have
countless playthings. There are some men-
tal speculators who teach that it doesn't
make any difference what or who is
worshiped; the end is all the same. But
that is clearly denied here by Krsna.
“Those who worship the demigods go to
the planets of the demigods, but My
devotees reach My supreme abode.” And
it is clearly stated that the demigods and
everything connected with them are tem-
porary, so how can they be equal to the
supreme eternal abode of Krsna, which is
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sac-cid-ananda, eternal, full of knowledge
and bliss? Krspa summarizes the whole
matter here in the Eighth Chapter by
saying, “The universe is the cosmic form
of the Supreme Lord.” (8.4) That means
that the demigods (and everything else)
are located within the body of the Lord,
but the demigods are highly placed admin-
istrators for the purpose of universal
management; but it is one body, and it
belongs to Krsna. Therefore, everything is
meant for His satisfaction, and when one
knows this and acts accordingly, he is
called intelligent and enlightened.

Intimately connected with this discus-
sion of the demigods are the next two
questions. “How does this Lord of sacrifice
live in the body?” and “In which part
does He live?” The Supreme Lord says:
“I am that Lord represented as the Super-
soul, dwelling in the heart of every
embodied being.” (8.4) Similarly, in the
Sixth Chapter the Lord told Arjuna: “The
yogi who knows that I and the Supersoul
within all creatures are one, worships Me
and remains always in Me in all circum-
stances.” (6.31) Actually there was no
reason for these six questions, and we
will only understand the situation thor-
oughly if we recall that Arjuna is being
placed in forgetfulness (yoga-maya) by
Krsna’s superior yogic power (Yogesvara)
for our benefit. This repetition is not due
to Arjuna’s dullness, nor is it foolish
redundancy. Rather, repetition in the
scriptures indicates emphasis for the pur-
pose of clarifying and stabilizing a concept.
It is another example Krsna’s patience and
mercy on His devotees.

AT THE TIME OF DEATH

The main topic of the chapter, however,
is the final question, “How can those
engaged in devotional service know You
at the time of death?” On this point rests
the remainder of the chapter. But in His
typical fashion, the Lord states the whole
position first, and then slowly elaborates.
What is that complete statement? “Anyone
who quits his body, at the end of life,
remembering Me, attains immediately to
My nature: and there is no doubt of this.”
(5.5) There are nine authorized processes
of devotional service, beginning with hear-
ing, then chanting, praying, remembering,
worshiping, serving, rendering personal
service, making friendship, and surrender-
ing everything. Remembering Krsna is the

central point of all nine. Therefore the
instruction of Narada Muni to King Yud-
higthira is that “*One has to fix his mind
on Krsna by any means.” There is no
other way. We have to remember Krsna;
then we will be successful. “There is no
doubt of this,” Krsna says. That is the
perfectional practice, and it may be begun
at any time and at any place. It is at once
the way and the goal, for at all times it is
identical with Krsna. But that final point
must be Krspa. That is most important.
It is clearly indicated in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam that after following all the
rules and regulations, performing all kinds
of austerities, going to thousands of places
of pilgrimage, or studying all the Vedas, or
rigidly practicing the mystic yoga system,
if one doesn’t ultimately come to Krsna,
it is all useless, a collosal hoax and waste
of time.

THE NEXT LIFE?

That much is clear; we must finally
come to Krsna if we want the ultimate
goal, for He is the Absolute Truth. But
what of the man who doesn’t quite make
it? Or the man who doesn’t even try?
What is his fate? “In whatever condition
one quits his present body, in his next life
he will attain to that state of being without
fail.” (8.6) There is no magic, no hokus-
pokus involved. It is completely scientific.
Consciousness is a continuous flow. We
can all see that the consciousness of the
baby is flowing into the youth and that of
the youth into the old man. There is no
break. How one develops his consciousness
in life will determine one’s consciousness
at death, and one’s consciousness at death
will determine his next birth. The Gita
teaches from beginning to end that the
living entity should surrender unto the
Supreme Lord; that will make him happy,
both now and forevermore. Krsna is adding
here that whatever progress we make in
that direction is permanent; it can never
be lost. No one ever tries for Krsna con-
sciousness without being elevated. In the
Second Chapter the Lord told Arjuna: “In
this endeavor there is no loss or diminu-
tion, and a little advancement on this path
can protect one from the most dangerous
type of fear.” (2.40) But one should not
foolishly conclude that he need not do
anything, that somehow or other everyone
will make it. That is clearly denied by
Lord Krsna. Certainly the Lord is willing,



and certainly the Lord’s grace is sufficient
to save everyone. But because He is the
well-wisher of every living entity, fulfilling
each man’s desire, He cannot help us until
we desire it. The Lord is absolute and all-
powerful, yet He is subservient to our
desire; thus for the atheist who is envious
of the Lord’s existence, the Lord kindly
hides Himself behind His curtain of maya,
so that the atheist can never find Him
although all the Vedic literature informs
us that He is everywhere.

In whatever condition one quits the
body, the verse states, that state of being
he attains in his next life. What is it that
quits the body? It is consciousness. Any-
one can understand that the difference
between a live body and a dead body is the
presence or absence of consciousness. Nor
do we all have the same quality of con-
sciousness: one man is meek, another is
quarrelsome, another is silent, and some
are godly. The particular quality of the
consciousness can be changed during one’s
life by his acts. That is fact. No one can
dispute that. We have all seen a bright-
eyed youth turn into a debauched addict,
or a generous host become a mean old
scrooge; or, on the other hand, we have
seen so many ego-centered, sense grat-
ifying young people take to Krsna con-
sciousness and become responsible, sober,
intelligent parents and adults. The quality
of the consciousness can be changed by
changing the activity, and that is called
karma. But at death no more change is
possible, for activity has ceased; simply we
reap the result. If by my activities I have
developed cat consciousness or dog con-
sciousness, then 1 am sure to be offered
such suitable bodies by mother nature; if
I have lived humanely, then I can again
take a human birth, and if I have lived a
godly life, I may go to the demigods. But
Krspa does not advise any one of these
states, because they are all temporary, and
from any one of them I will again have to
take my birth, where I know not. There-
fore, Krsna advises, “Always think of Me,
and . . . you will attain to Me without any
doubt.” Krsna is eternal, His abode is
eternal, and those who attain Krsna con-
sciousness are eternally happy.

Prahlida Maharaja prays
Nrsimhadeva as follows:

to Lord

tvat-sa ksat-karanahlada-
visuddhabdhi-sthitasya me

sukhdni gospadayante
brahmany api jagad-guro.

“My dear Lord of the universe, I am feeling
transcendental pleasure in Your presence,
and I have become merged in the ocean of
happiness. I now consider the happiness of
impersonal liberation to be no more than
the water in the impression left by a cow’s
hoof in the earth, compared to this ocean
of bliss.” (Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya) The
idea is that any pleasure of the material
world; even up to the realm of Brahmaloka,
or even the pleasure of liberation itself,
cannot compare with the pleasure that
the devotees enjoy in the association of
Krsna. Therefore, Krsna is recommending
that everyone take to this process of
devotional service and gain that supreme
goal. It is the same thing that Narada Muni
instructed to Maharaja Yudhisthira: “My
dear King, one has to fix his mind on Krsna
by any means.”

LINK-UP-WITH KRSNA

But still there are some men who will
not take to this direct easy process. And
so the Lord, who incarnates just to re-
claim all the conditioned souls, explains
other processes by which, ultimately, with
more difficulty, one may come to the
same goal, namely Himself. Krsna now
describes the mystic yoga system of body
control through various sitting postures
and breathing exercises in conjunction
with bona fide meditation. Bona fide
meditation is meditation upon the Visnu
expansion of Krsna which resides in the
heart of every living entity. The object of
meditation is not void or formless, as is
sometimes taught today. Actually, all paths
of spiritual development, such as Krsna
describes in the Gitd, are yogas, cither
karma-yoga, or jiana-yoga, or bhakli-
yoga. Yoga means to contact or connect,
literally to link up, with Krsna, the Soul
of all souls. Without reaching that end,
the practice is all useless. There is a verse
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam which says that
if after performing all the rules and regula-
tions, observing all kinds of vows of au-
sterity, studying all the Vedas and re-
lated holy literature, or practicing the yoga
system, or visiting all the places of pil-
grimage, or giving everything in charity,
one does not come to Krsna conscious-
ness, it is all useless, a great waste of time.
Similarly, Lord Krsna tells his intimate
friend Uddhava, in the same text: “These
are, of course, very nice activities, but
they are not as attractive to Me as the

“transcendental loving service rendered by

My devotees.” (Bhag. 11.12.1)

That is the way to attract Krsna—by
transcendental loving service. But we are
now talking about those foolish persons
who will not go that way. In verses 10-15
Krsna explains how 'by practicing the
mystic yoga system one can come “to the
highest perfection.” Bul what is the key
to that perfection? “Without deviation in
remembering Me™ and “constant engage-
ment in devotional service.” In the five
verses, thinking of or remembering the
Lord is mentioned three times, and devo-
tion or devotional service is also mentioned
three times. What then is the possibility
of reaching or “linking up’* with the Lord
by some fraudulent system which neglects
these two necessities which are declared
by the Lord Himself?

The Lord is very anxious for all His sons
to leave this material universe, this place
of miseries, The next four verses, 16-19,
tell us that from the highest to the lowest
condition within the material spheres, all
are places of misery, because everywhere
there is birth, old age, disease and death.
No one wants these things, but they are
always present even up to Brahmaloka, the
planet of Lord Brahma, creator of this
universe. Krsna, however, is contrasting
this with His own abode, in verses 20-21.
That nature, He says, is eternal. Actually,
it is sac-cid-ananda, eternal, full of know-
ledge, and always blissful. It is not void: it
is not impersonal, It is only hinted at here
by such lerms as “My supreme abode,”
“never annihilated.” and ““infallible.” But
this transcendental abode of Lord Krsna
is elaborately described in the Brahma-
samhitd as the cintamani-dhama, called
Goloka Vrndavana. “It is full of palaces
made of touchstone. There the trees are
called desire-trees, and the cows are called
surabhi. And the Lord is being served by
hundreds and thousands of goddesses of
fortune. It is He whose name is Govinda,
the primal Lord and the cause of all
causes. There the Lord plays His flute.
His eyes are like lotus petals, and the color
of His body like a beautiful cloud; on His
head there is a peacock feather. So attrac-
tive is He that He excels thousands of
cupids.”

THE HIGHEST TRUTH
There is yet one more process described
by the Lord for attaining the Supreme,

Continued on page 32
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ISKCON’S HOLY
RATHAYATRA FESTIVAL

In The Nectar of Devotion it is stated that if anyone
just sees the Rathayatra cart passing and stands up to
receive the Lord, he can purge all sinful results from his
body. And if anyone follows the Rathayatra cart when the
Deities pass in front or from behind, even if he is born of a

lowly family, he can achieve opulence equal to that of
Visnu (God). Although one may think such statements to
be exaggerations, expert devotees who know the intricacies

of transcendental science do not doubt them.
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The potency of the yearly Rathayatra Festival is incon-
ceivably great. As pictured here, thousands and thousands
of people participated in the 1970 Rathayatra Festival,
which was celebrated simultaneously in San Francisco and
London by the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. In San Francisco the procession was personally led by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the founder and acarya of ISKCON and a pure devotee of
Lord Jagannatha. Those who joined in this sublime tran-
scendental event by chanting Hare Krsna, dancing in ecstasy
and feasting on prasadam, spiritual food offered to the
Supreme Lord, took part in the highest form of yoga

Yoga means to link with God in loving exchange. Lord
Krsna teaches in Bhagavad-gita (6.47) that the highest yogi
is “he who always abides in Me with great faith, worshiping
Me in transcendental loving service.” The Rathayatra
Festival is a potent transcendental stimulus for developing
love of Godhead. The Rathayatra procession—the gigantic,
opulently decorated Deity cars and thousands of people
chanting Hare Krsna and dancing ecstatically—can attract
even the materialistic person. By becoming attracted to the
Supreme Lord in His form as Jagannatha one loses his
attachment Lo the illusory happiness of the mundane world.
Thus simply by seeing the Deities, simply by hearing the
transcendental sound vibration of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare, or simply by tasting foodstuffs offered
to Krsna, anyone can begin his progress back to Godhead
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without difficulty. And by applying his energy in under-
standing the Krsna consciousness movement and partici-
pating in glorifying the all-blissful Lord of the universe,
one can revive one’s eternal loving relationship with the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Rathayatra is a love festival. God, Krsna, is the ultimate
object of love, and we are meant to love Him. Such spiritual
loving ecstasy as was felt by the thousands who took part
in the Rathayatra Festival does not come from idol wor-
ship, but is an authorized transcendental feeling. Only a
stone-hearted man could not react with delight to see the
Deity of Lord Jagannatha drawn on His huge cart, sur-
rounded by hundreds of chanting devotees. Idol worship
means to pay obeisances to some whimsical material object,
like a wood carving or stone sculpture of an imaginary God
created within the mind. The Christian scripture, for exam-
ple, declares that one should not worship any graven image.
Lord Jagannatha, however, is certainly not in the category
of imagination. Jagat means universe, and natha means
Lord, so Jagannatha means the Lord of the universe—Krsna.
Krsna is accepted by all the followers of the Vedas, the old-
est scriptures known to man, as the Absolute Truth, the
Personality of Godhead. As stated in the Brahma-samhita,
“Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead.
He has an eternal, blissful spiritual body. He is the origin of
all. He has no other origin, and He is the prime cause of all
causes.”
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In India there are thousands of Krsna temples, and mil-
lions of people acknowledge Him to be the original God,

the one without a second. Krsna Himself declares in
Bhagavad-gita that He is the father of all living entities.
So He is nothing like “a Hindu deity,” but He is the source
and sustainer of all entities, be they Christian, Hindu,
atheist, or lower animals and plants. Moreover, it is stated
in Vedic scripture that Krspa appears in the incarnation
known as arca-vigraha. the Deity form, just so the devotee

may worship Him easily in His personal
form. Because in our conditioned state we
cannol see Krsna in His original spiritual
form, with two hands holding a flute, He
kindly appears in the natural elements such
as wood or brass or oil paint. The Deity
incarnates in this way just so the devotees
can worship Him, dress Him, offer Him
foodstuffs and look upon His grace-giving
countenance. This is not a matter of imag-
ination: rather, it is Krsna's grace. God is so
kind that He becomes pliable to the devo-
tees” worship, He allows the devotees to
feed Him, and whatever they offer Him
with love and prayers, He accepls (Bg. 9.
26). Similarly, the Lord is pleased to ride
on the Rathayatra cart and be seen by
thousands of His subjects.

We request everyone to try to under-

18 Back to Godhead




stand the transcendental nature
of the Rathayatra Festival. God
is actually able to ride on the
Rathayatra cart, and in His
form > Deity, bestow His
upon all. Who can
d if He wishes to ap-
g cording to all
ments and the
great devotees
viritual love,
Lord Jagannatha is Krsna Him-
self. We 3
believe; that is a di
ter. But Lord Jagannatha rides
on, and the devotees f
sure at heart, and all persons
factually receive His blessings
on the occasion of Rathayatra.
END
Back to Godhead 19




HOLY

RATHAYATRA

FESTIVAL
IN LONDON

The mammoth chariot lumbered down
through the heart of London, while on
all sides thousands chanted and danced in
ecstasy. Piccadilly Circus overflowed with
the masses who lined the streets and side-
walks. The giant tower, over 50 feet high,
swayed precariously as Lord Jagannatha's
Rathayatra car moved slowly towards
II(lf‘lh‘fdr Square, From b{'twv('n the build-
ings of disbelieving window-watchers, the
challenging stature of the red, yellow and
blue chariot, bedecked with flowers and
gems, lotus petals and sparkling ornaments,
appeared most imposing. r\ml seated on
the huge chariot, His golden cape blowing

gracefully in lh(: mlt.lnumm(‘.r air, Lord
|d"£lﬂild”l<l accompanied by His sister,
Subhadra, and His brother, Balarama sat

regally :~‘.urvt‘_\-'ing the phantasmagoria of

banners and flags, festoons and drums.
The devolees sal

feet of Their Lordships and led the teeming

reverently at the lotus
crowds in the chanting of Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krspa, Hare Hare/Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. The multitudes responded with an
incredible procession of singing and dane-
ing that extended for a thousand yards
around the chariot—all in glorification of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna.

The second annual London Rathavitra
festival happened just like that. Two years
before,
Krsna Movement first invaded British soil,
the newspapers declared: “KRSNA CHANT
STARTLES LONDON.” Londoners still
haven’t recovered from that initial shock
of transcendental sound vibration. The
Radha-Krsna Temple (London) hasn’t let
them. The devotees there (now numbering
near thirty) have continued to bombard
England with Hare Krsna on records on
television and radio, in the movies, in
newspapers and magazines, and daily the
saitkirtana party of saffron-clad chanters
dance their way down Oxford Street.

The founder-dearya of the International
Society for Kysna Consciousness is Hig
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida. All knowledge of the topmost
yoga system known as bhakti-yoga, pro-
pamllml around the world by the Hare
Krsna Movement, has come from him. On

when six disciples of the Hare
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the order of his spiritual master, Srila
Prabhupada has introduced this science of
God realization in the Western world. So

perfeet is the science of Krspa, so blisstul

is its execution, that in just four years over

50 centers of Krsna consciousness have
been established by His Divine Grace, and
the entire Western world has recognized
the absolute authority of the Hare Krgna

manitra,






Public festivals held for the glorification of God are a unique,

dam (spiritual foodstuffs offered first to the Supreme Lord),
happy process by which many, many people can achieve bhal ti- then th e actually appreciating Krsna Himself, and by such
yoga, devotion to the Supreme Lord. If the festival is pleasing ation all can attain pure devotional service. That is the
and people respond to nice chanting. decorated carts and prasa- transce




GOVINDA: THE PRIMAL CAUSE

(Analysis of the First Verse
of Brahma-samhita)
by Hayagriva Dasa Adhikari

isvarah paramah krspeh
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah
sarva-karapa-karapam

isvarah—Godhead: paramah—Supreme: krspah—Krsna;
sat—eternal; cit—knowledge; ananda—Dbliss: vigrahah—body;
anadih—having no origin: @dii—prime cause or origin of all;
govindafh—C yo\mda sarva— all; karapna— of causes; kdrapam
—the cause.

Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme God-
head. He has an eternal, blissful spiritual body. He is the
origin of all. He has no other origin, and He is the prime
cause of all causes. (Brahma-samhita, verse 1)

This Brahma-samhitd, which was often quoted by Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the inaugurator of the current Hare Krsna
movement, was sung by Brahma, the first created entity in this
universe. Brahma, who was born out of a lotus flower sprouting
from the navel of the Garbhodakasayi Visnu, a plenary expan-
sion of Lord Sri Krsna, is the greatest of the demigods, being
directly empowered by Lord Krsna to create the solar and
planetary systems and all life that dwells therein. Despite his
great power, at his birth Brahma knew nmth{.r his whereabouts
nor his identity. Therefore the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna, impart-
ed Vedic knowledge into his heart, and thése hymns of the
Brahma-sarihita are Brahma’s articulation of that knowledge. It
is not surprising then that the Brahma-samhita is in praise of
Govinda (Krsna), the primeval Lord who is the very origin of
Brahma.

From the very first verse, the Brahma-samhita asserts that of
all the gods and the dcn11g0ds, Lord Krsna, also called Govinda,
is the Supreme. This is also stated in Bhagavad-gitd by Lord Sri
Krsna Himself: “Neither the hosts of demigods nor the great
sages know My origin, for in every respect, I am the source of the
demigods and the sages.” (10.2) In the Gita, Arjuna also pro-
claims the supremacy of Lord $ri Krsna: “You are the father of
this complete cosmic manifestation, the worshipable chief, the
spiritual master. No one is equal to You, nor can anyone be one
with You. Within the three worlds, You are immeasurable.”
(11.43)

The word Govinda (one who gives pleaqure to the cows) also
establishes that the Supreme (Jodhtad is a personality who has
characteristic pastimes, such as cowtending. When Lord Sri
Krsna descended on this earth some 5,000 years ago. He ex-
hibited His eternal transcendental pastimes in Vrndavana, where
He herded and tended cows along with His many cowherd boy
friends. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati explains the .1ppclld110n
“Govinda™ in this way: “Krspa, as truly envisioned in His
variegated pastimes as the owner of transcendental cows, chief
of cowherds, consort of milkmaids, ruler of the terrestrial abode
Gokula and the object of worship of the beautiful transcendental

residents of Goloka, is Govinda.” (Purport to Verse 1 of
Brahma-samhita) Indeed, the cow is very dear to Lord Sri
Krsna. In Srimad-Bhagavatam the cow and the bull repreuent the
earth and religion respectively. Lord Sr1 Krsna is also called
Govinda because He not only gives pleasure to the cows but to
all other living entities as well, being that He is the reservoir of
all pleasures. The word go also means senses. The senses are
always craving some satisfaction, and to get some satisfaction,
the senses are always roving from one object to another, but
only Krsna, Govinda, can give the senses unlimited satisfaction,
for only Krsna is unlimited. Through the chanting of Hare Krsna,
the living entity participates in the infinite bliss of Krsna, and
thus his senses are automatically satisfied. It is Lord Brahma
who laments that he has only four heads with which to praise
Krsna. Brahma feels he can not adequately chant His praises with
even a thousand heads and thousand tongues.

Of all the demigods, Brahma is considered to be the chief,
being directly empowered by Lord SriKrsna to create all beings
within the universe. Brahma himself is an i$varah (controller),
but in the first verse Lord Brahma says iSvarah paramah krsnah,
which means that the supreme (paramah) controller is Lord Sri
Krspa. Because living entities have some controlling capacity,
however great or minute, they are always trying to c(mlrol one
another. One animal tries to devour or conquer another animal,
one man tries to conquer another man, or the husband tries to
control his wife or children,
another nation, or the inhabitants of one planet may try to
“conquer space,” or the demigods may control a variety of
phuwm(‘nd such as wind, rain, fire, water, etc., but ultlmatd\
there is a limit to the control of living entities. There is a point,
despite a living entity’s power, beyond which he has no control.
In Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna tells L\r_; una: “There are two classes
of bvmrr:,, the fallible and the infallible. In the material world
every entity is fallible, and in the spiritual world every entity is

called infallible. Besides these two, there is the greatest lwmﬂ
personality, the Lord Himself, who has {lll(‘l{‘d into t[lth‘
worlds and is maintaining them. Because I am transcendental,
beyond both the fallible and the infallible, and because 1 am the
greatest, I am celebrated both in the world and in the Vedas as
that Supreme Person.” (Bg. 15.16-18)

or one nation tries to control

SUPREME CONTROLLER

In numerous places throughout the Gitd, Lord Sri Krsna
confirms that He is the supreme controller: “The whole cosmic
order is under Me. By My will it is manifested again and again,
and by My will it is annihilated at the end. This material nature
is working under My direction, O son of Kunti, producing all the
moving and unmoving beings, and by its rules this manifestation
is ereated and annihilated again and again.” (Bg. 9.8&10) Simi-
larly, Isopanisad testifies: &avasyam idar sarvam. *‘Everything
animate or inanimate that is within the universe is controlled
and owned by the Lord.” (Mantra 1) Both material nature
(apara prakrti) and the individual spirit souls (pard prakrti) are
emanations from the Lord, and therefore He is ultimately the
controller of everything that exists. The first verse of Brahma-
samhitd establishes that this supreme controller is not an
impersonal entity or concept but is a person having an eternal
name, an eternal form, eternal attributes, and eternal pastimes.
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The very name Krsna indicates His all-attractive qualities, which
are indicated in the second line: sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah. “He has
an eternal, blissful, spiritual body.”

HI1S OWN TRANSCENDENTAL FORM

One may have a great deal of difficulty accepting the sac-cid-
ananda-vigrahaf aspect of the Supreme Person, or accepling the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, but this is largely due to the
frailties of human conceptualization. We think that because
Krsna has a body or because He has form He is limited. This is
because in the material world all forms have some limitation.
I can run just so fast, or I can reach just so far, but the Vedas
assert that Krsna’s body is not like this. Although located in one
place, His hand can extend anywhere, and He can personally
accept what is offered to Him. In Isopanisad it is stated that
the Supreme Lord “although fixed in His abode, is more swift
than the mind, and He can overcome all others running. The
powerful demigods cannot approach Him. Although in one
place, He controls those who supply the air and rain. He sur-
passes all in excellence.” (Mantra 4) In Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna
sees all the universes contained within the body of Lord Si
Krsna, and in Brahma-samhita it is said that any one of the
organs of the body of the Supreme Person can perform all the
actions of all the other parts and that Krsna impregnated mate-
rial nature simply by glancing at her. In ISopanised the Supreme
Lord’s body is described as asndviram, which means that it is
withoul veins. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada comments: “The Supreme Lord is not formless.
He has ths own transcendental form which is not at all similar
to those of the mundane world. The living entities of this world
have their forms embodied by the materjal nature, and they
work like any material machines, The physiological and anatomi-
cal structure of the body of a living being must have a mechani-
cal construction, with veins and so forth in the embodiment. But
in the transcendental body of the Lord there is nothing like
veins. It is clearly stated here (Isopanisad, Mantra 8) that He is
unembodied. That means that there is no difference between
His body and soul. Nor does He accept a body by the law of
nature. In the material concept of life, the soul is different from
the gross embodiment and subtle mind. The Supreme Lord is
apart from any such departmentalized arrangement, however.
There is nothing like a difference of body and mind in the
Supreme Lord. He is the complete whole, and His mind and
body, and He Himself ave all one and the same. In the Brahma-
sarithitd there is a similar description of the body of the Supreme
Lord. Heis deseribed there as sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah. This means
that He is the eternal form fully representing existence, know-
ledge and bliss. The Vedic literature states clearly that He has a
different kind of transcendental body, and thus He is sometimes
described as formless. This formlessness means that He has no
form like ours and that He is devoid of a form which we can
perceive. In the Brahma-sarmhita it is further said that the Lord
can do anything and everything with any one of the parts of
His body. It is said there that with each and every one of the
parts of His body, such as the hand, He can do the work of the
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other senses. This means that the Lord can walk with His hands,
He can accept a thing with His legs, He can see by His hands and
feet, and He can eat by His eyes. In the $ruti mantras it is said
that He has no hands and no legs like us, but that He has a
different type of hand and leg by which He can accept all that
we offer Him, and walk faster than anyone anywhere.”

In the Judaic-Christian tradition, God is sometimes pictured
as an old man, but Vedic literatures give quite different informa-
tion. The Lord is described in the Fedas as ever-youthful and
ever-fresh. He never grows old. Although Lord Sri Krsna was a
grandfather on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, He still appeared
as a beautiful youth around sixteen years of age. Although He
is described as “the oldest™ because He existed before everyone
else in the creation, He should not be thought of as an old man.
All of these misconceptions arise from habitual materialistic
thinking. Because our bodies are temporary, full of ignorance,
and miserable, we think these to be attributes of all bodies. But
Lord Sri Krsna’s body is sac-cid-ananda, eternal and unchanging
(sat), all-knowing (cit), and full of bliss (Gnanda).

THE UNSEEN FORCE

Next, Brahma states that Krsna, who is the Supreme Godhead.
who possesses an eternal, blissful, spiritual body and individual
pastimes, is the origin of everything (anadir adir govindah). This
is also stated by Lord Sri Krsna Himself throughout Bhagavad-
gita. Being the origin of everything, He Himself has no origin,
which means that He is beginningless. This is a reassertion of His
eternality. And not only is He the origin of everything, but He is
the prime cause of all causes, or the ultimate cause. In Western
philosophy, there has been much speculation on this subject of
cause and effect. The philosopher Hume asserted in his classic
thesis that external objects, as they appear to the senses in the
material world, have no necessary connection with one another.
“There is not, in any single, particular instance of cause and
effect, anything which can suggest the idea of power or necessary
connection.” (David Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human
Understanding, section 7) This posits that the connection
between objects in the material universe is simply perceived in
the mind; in actuality, there is no real connection between
objects and events. “This connection, therefore, which we feel in
the mind, this customary transition of the imagination from one
object to its usual attendant, is the sentiment or impression
from which we form the idea of power or necessary connection
.. .When we say, therefore, that one object is connected with
another, we mean only that they have acquired a connection in
our thought, and give rise to this inference by which they be-
come proofs to each other’s existence.” (Ibid.) This implies that
materially one object cannot give impetus to another object or
causge another object to come into existence. It then follows that
the cause of objects in the material universe must be a force
which is nonmaterial, a force which is outside the material
universe. Many scientists today also agree that because every-
thing in the universe is subject to creation and annihilation, that
which causes the universe must be beyond creation and annihi-
lation and must therefore be a nonmaterial or spiritual force.



Dr. John Cleveland Cotran, Professor of Chemistry and Chairman
of Science & Mathematics Division, University of Minnesota,
writes: “Chemistry discloses that matter is ceasing to exist, some
varieties exceedingly slowly, others exceedingly swiftly. There-
fore the existence of matter is not eternal. Consequently
matter must have had a beginning. Evidence from chemistry
and other sciences indicates that this beginning was not slow
and gradual; on the contrary, it was sudden, and the evidence
even indicates the approximate time when it occurred. Thus at
some rather definite time the material realm was created and
ever since has been obeying law, not the dictates of chance. Now,
the material realm not being able to create itself and its govern-
ing laws, the act of creation must have been performed by some
nonmaterial agent. The stupendous marvels accomplished in
that act show that this agent must possess superlative intelli-
gence, an attribute of mind. But to bring mind into action in
the material realm, as, for example, in the practice of medicine
and the field of parapsychology, the exercise of will is required,
and this can be exerted only by a person. Hence our logical and
inescapable conclusion is not only that creation occurred but
that it was brought about according to the plan and will of a
person endowed with supreme intelligence and knowledge
(omniscience), and the power to bring it about and keep it
running according to plan (omnipotence) always and everywhere
throughout the universe (omnipresence). That is to say, we ac-
cept unhesitatingly the fact of the existence of ‘the supreme spiri-
tual Being, God, the Creator and Director of the universe’ ... "
(The Evidence of God In An Expanding Universe, pp. 41-42,
edited by John Clover, Monsma, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, N.Y.,
1958). Similarly, Dr. Marlin Books Dreider, an eminent
physiologist, University of Maryland, writes; “1 see at the
beginning of the cosmic road not eternal energy or matter, not
‘inscrutable fate,” not a ‘fortuitous conflux of primordial
elements,’ not ‘the great Unknown’—but the Lord God Al-
mighty.” (Ibid, p.68)

REVIVAL OF KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

Lord Brahma, then, predates the current discoveries of science
in asserting that the cause of the universe is not only non-
material but that it has personality and a body that has no
origin and is eternally situated in its abode. The name Krsna,
as stated before, denotes that this supreme entity is all-
attractive, and this implies that He is the object for loving
affections. Being the origin of all, He maintains control over all
plural created entities by dint of the charm of His original con-
tact. Lord Krsna speaks of the plural spiritual entities as “*eternal
fragments of Myself,” which are thrown into the material
spheres. These fragments appear to have some individuation,
and yet they are unified in their origin. “*Although the Super-
soul appears to be divided, He is never divided. He is situated as
one. Although He is the maintainer of every living entity, it is to
be understood that He devours and develops.” (Bg. 13.16)

When Brahma establishes the supremacy of Lord Krsna, he
simultaneously asserts the three potencies of the Godhead—
omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence. By His omni-

potence He can be present by His name alone. Therefore it is
said that Krsna and Krsna’s name are nondifferent. This is the
meaning of absolute. In the relative world, someone may call
me in my apartment, but if I am not there, I will not suddenly
appear just because my name is called. But Krsna, being absolute,
is different. He is always present, and the invocation of His name
revives our awareness of this fact. This revival of awareness of
Krsna’s presence is called Krsna consciousness. The omnipresence
of Krsna is like the sunlight which pervades everything. Where-
ever there is sunlight, there is no darkenss, and wherever there
is Godhead, there is no nescience. His omnipresent potency, by
which He is present in every atom of the creation, is called
Paramatma. The omnipresent effulgence emanating from His
spiritual body is called Brahman. Omniscience refers to His
total knowledge. Being present everywhere, He automatically
knows everything. And being the origin and cause of every-
thing, He is naturally intimately acquainted with the function-
ings of everything. Apart from all these potencies, which are
impersonal, He has a personality known as Govinda or Krsna.

Brahma is establishing this fact in the way of praise, for
Brahma is created by Krsna, and Brahma-samhita is his kirtana,
or celebration of the Supreme. Since Lord Krsna is the origin
of all, it is He who originates the words of the Brahma-sarithita
as spoken by Brahma. When Lord Brahma says that Krsna is the
origin of all, it is to be understood that He is the origin of Lord
Brahma. Brahma himself is the cause of this material universe,
being the creator god, but Lord Krsna, who is the “prime cause
of all causes,”” is the cause of Brahma. Brahma is born out of the
stem of the lotus flower that comes from the navel of the
Garbhodakadayl Visnu, and this Garbhodakadayl Visnu is the
second Visnu incarnation of Lord Krsna. A description of Lord
Brahma given in the Brahma-sarihitd (Chapter 5, verse 49)
likens Brahma to valuable stones reflected in the rays of the sun,
and the sun is likened to the Garbhodakasayi Visnu. This sun in
its turn expands from the supreme sun, which is Krsna.

ETERNAL FATHER

We all acknowledge the origin of this body to come from our
parents, who acknowledge the origin of their bodies to come
from their parents, and so on. The ultimate origin of all our
bodies is lost in time. But even if we have the knowledge to
trace back to the remotest times, we can not find a causeless
material origin for this material body. We could regress to a
hypothetical first man called “Adam.” or whatever, but we are
always left with the fact that Adam also has a father. It is at
this point that we must make the leap from the material to the
spiritual. Thus Christian theology holds that Adam, or the first
man, has no material father, just as Brahma, the first created
entity, has no material father. “And God said, ‘Let us make man
in Our image, after Our likeness . .. " So God created man in His
own image . . . " (Genesis, I, 26-27) Thus man, created by God
out of nothing, was not born by material parent. Conceding
that God is the father of the first man, one might question the
origin of the Godhead, to which all scriptures answer that God
is the eternal father without beginning, and that which is eternal
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is nonmaterial by definition. Thus God is the eternal spiritual
father who is the origin of all material beings.

KRSNA; ORIGIN, SOURCE, PRESERVER

Being the origin of all, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna, is necessarily greater than His creation. He is the ultimate
reality, the ultimate perfection. An effect cannot possess a
greater reality than the cause that produces it, nor can it possess
more perfection than its cause. Again the speculations of
Western philosophy echo the Vedic conclusions: “It follows not
only that what is cannot be produced by what is not, but like-
wise that the more perfect—in other words, that which contains
in itself more reality—cannotbe the effect of the less perfect. . .”
(René Descartes, “The Meditations of God: that He Exists™)
It is interesting that the philosopher Descartes accepted as proof
of God the very idea of God Himself. He maintained that, being
finite, man could not even have an idea of the infinite unless
that idea were given to him by the infinite. The nature of the
infinite is that it cannot be comprehended or intellectualized by
the finite. Therefore the very fact that we can predicate an
infinite or even speak of an infinite is proof that this infinite
exists. “By the name God, I understand a substance infinite,
eternal, immutable, independent, all-knowing, all-powerful, and
by which I myself, and every other thing that exists, if any such
there be, were created. But these properties are so great and
excellent, that the more attentively I consider them, the less I
feel persuaded that the idea I have of them owes its origin to
mysell alone. And thus it is absolutely necessary to conclude
from all that I have foresaid that God exists: for though the idea
of substance be in my mind owing to this, that 1 myself am
substance, I should not, however, have the idea of an infinite
substance, seeing 1 am a finite being, unless it were given me by
some substance in reality infinite.” (Descartes, “The Medita-
lions,” Ibid.)

Krgnais not only the origin of the creation, but is the preserver
as well. (“The conservation of a substance in each moment of its
duration requires the same power and act that would be
necessary to create it.”” Descartes, Ibid.) In Srimad-Bhagavatam
Lord Krsna tells Brahma that He is not only the cause of the
creation but is, in fact, the creation itself. And it follows that
being the force that brings about the appearance of an object
and that maintains that object during its duration, Krsna is also
the cause of the annihilation of that object by dint of His
withdrawing potency. Therefore it is said that when Lord Krsna
wants someone Kkilled, there is no possibility of his being saved,
and when He wants someone to live, there is no possibility of
killing him. This is what is meant by ultimate controller.

The conception of origin also implies separation. Etymologi-
cally the word “origin” comes from the Latin word oriri,
meaning Lo rise or to arise oul of. The word “source,” coming
from the word “surge,” has its origin in the Latin word surgere,
also meaning to rise. Therefore the idea of origin or source can
be compared to the rising of waves from the ocean, the surging
of the billows, their brief manifestation, and their lapsing and

falling back into the ocean. The waves never exist outside the
ocean, yet they are distinct from the ocean which is their source.
Nor do the waves effect the ocean in any substantial way. They
are simply the surface play of the ocean, as the material creation
is but one of the manifestations of Krsna’s incidental energies,
one of His waste products or gratuities. The play of the waves
on the surface is forever removed from the great depths inhabited
by the mighty denizens, the great souls swimming in the efful-
gence of the Lord. “Again everything that is created does not
rest on Me. Behold My mystic opulence: although 1 am the
maintainer of all living entities and although I am everywhere,
still My Self is the very source of creation.” (Bg. 9.5)

The absurdity of any created entity maintaining that he is
God is obvious here. To extend the simile, it is as ridiculous as
asserting a wave to be the entire ocean. One should notice that
the existence of waves is very brief, that they appear to have no
individuality, that they are countless, that they seem to have
been appearing from time immemorial, that their motion cannot
be stopped, that they never perish, that they return to the ocean
to eventually become another wave and that each wave in its
own right is infinite, having arisen from infinite waves, composed
of infinite bubbles. One of the wonders of God’s creation is that
one particle, like the wave or bubble, can reflect the totality.

HARE KRSNA

No one can understand who or what Krsna is or the extent of
His creation, but we can come to some finite understanding of
the limitlessness of His being and of our finite relation to Him.
He communicates to us by sabda, His sound potency, utilizing
the orthodox symbols of the Sanskrit language, which for us are
translated into English and entitled “The Song of the Opulent
One,” or, in Sanskrit, Bhagavad-gita. These words, svmbols, give
us mental impressions of the cosmic situation and eventually
exhort us to make an emotional-spiritual conviction, which is to
surrender to Him who is beyond our knowledge and to whom
the Gitd points—Krspa. Once surrendered, we can come to
understand that the $abda of Krsna (Hare Krsna) is nondifferent
from Krsna Himself and that He is contained in it in His full
potency.

This first verse of the Brahma-samhita, like the Gita, pro-
claims the supremacy and eternality of Lord Krsna. Once one
accepts this verse, his next logical course of action is to direct his
worship to Krspa. “I am the source of everything: from Me the
entire creation flows. Knowing this, the wise worship Me with
all their hearts.”” (Bg. 10.8) Simply by realizing the knowledge
of the first verse of Brahma-samhitd, one can enter into the
spirit of Brahma-sarhita and Bhagavad-gita and thus join Brahma
in his praise: Govindam adi-purusam tam cham bhajami. *1
worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is inaccessible to the
Vedas but obtainable by pure unalloyed devotion of the soul,
who is without a second, who is not subject to decay, who is
without a beginning, whose form is endless, who is the beginning,
the eternal soul, and who is a person possessing the beauty of
blossoming youth.” (Brahma-samhitd, 33) END
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KRSNA, OUR DEARMOST FRIEND
by Giriraja Dasa Brahmacari gskcon-pei

“Friend: One joined to another in inti-
macy and affection; sympathizer, helper.”
A friend is very hard to define; therefore,
arbritarily, we refer to The Little Oxford
Dictionary, the only dictionary at hand.
And utilizing this definition we can seek
still further and ask, “Who is our dearmost
friend?” And even by this definition, we
are in agreement with the verdict of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is: Our dearmost
friend is Krsna!

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, is our dearmost friend. By Krsna is
meant God. Krsna means all-attractive, for
how can God be God if He does not have
" all attractive qualities in full? Krsna is full

in the six opulences of wealth, power,

fame, beauty, wisdom and renunciation.
If someone has a little wealth or if some-
one is beautiful, he is attractive for that
reason. But Krsna is all-attractive because
He possesses all attractive qualities in full.
We may find someone wealthy, but if we
look further we will find someone with
more wealth than him. Or we may meet
someone who is very learned, but if we
look further we will find someone with
more knowledge still. But when we get to
Krsna, we become at once satisfied and
seek no further because no one has more
wealth or knowledge than Him. Therefore
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of God-
head, called Bhagavin, our dearmost
friend. He possesses all opulences in full.
Since a bona fide spiritual master is the
direct representative of Krgna, he shares in
Krsna’s qualities of excellence. Thus for
the devotees of His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Srila
Prabhupada is also our dearmost friend.
He is the external representative and the
mercy incarnation of Krsna. Practically
he is the only authorized source of bona
fide information about the Personality of
Godhead because he is instructing us
according to revealed scriptures how we
can revive our eternal relationship with
God. By hearing such informatién from
the bona fide spiritual master one can at
once become detached from one’s inferior
engagement with matter and attach one-
self to the transcendental loving service of
the Lord. In this way one attains God.
Therefore we consider the real friend to

be he who can direct us to God, the
supreme friend and well-wisher for all
living entities, not he who merely claims
to be our friend and asks us to tell
him our problems. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida can di-
rect us to God and is therefore our dear-
most friend.

Returning to our definition of a friend,
we find that he is one who is joined to
another in intimacy. Let us now seek out
who is joined to us most intimately, and
we shall find—Krsna! Krsna, according to
Srila Prabhupida, is “closer to us than our
jugular vein.” This is confirmed by Krsna
Himself in Bhagavad-gita: “‘1 am seated in
everyone’s heart, and from Me come
remembrance, knowledge, and forgetful-
ness.” (Bg. 15.15) Srila Prabhupada af-
firms that only Krsna knows the volume
of our suffering, and only Krsna knows
how nice we are.

HE KNOWS OUR HEARTS

The next point in the definition is that
a friend offers help and sympathy. Again
let us seek out who is most helpful and
sympathetic to us, and we shall find—
Krsna! Krsna, situated in our hearts, is so
helpful that He guides us and gives us
determination in pursuing our goals. Per-
vading the universe, Krgna is so sympathet-
ic that He fulfills our every desire. Only
Krsna can really help us or be sympathetic
to us because only He has perfect know-
ledge of our desires, and He alone has the
omnipotency to fulfill them for us. In
other words, God is so kind that He gives
us whatever we desire. Scated in our
hearts, He knows what we actually desire,
and directly or indirectly He fulfills that
desire. Thus He is called in Sri sopanisad
the “self-sufficient philosopher who is
awarding everyone’s desire since time
immemorial.” (Mantra 8) Krsna says, “If
you want to forget Me, you can forget
Me forever; if you want to merge with Me,
here is My effulgence, the brahmajyoti;
and if you want to love Me, come—we
shall play as cowherd boys.” God is kind
to everyone.

The science of God and His relationship

with us is elaborately explained in
Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic literatures.
These literatures are designed to help the
living entity realize his eternal relationship
with the Supreme so that he can live
happily in life. The factual relation be-
tween the Supreme Lord in the heart and
the minute living entity, both of whom are
spiritual and individual, is compared to
that of two birds in a tree. The tree is the
material body of the living entity. The
living entity “bird,” captivated by the
fruits of the material tree, is tasting both
the bitter and the sweet, while the Supreme
Lord “bird” is witnessing the activities of
His friend, fulfilling his desires by His
omnipotence. This example is given in the
Mundaka and Svetdsvatara Upanisads,
where the living entity is called “atma,”
while the Supreme Lord in the heart is
called “Paramatma.” Though both are
spiritual, the Supreme Lord is accepted as
superior; therefore the Lord is simply
witnessing the activities of His friend,
waiting for him to surrender to Him.

ETERNAL KINSHIP

Thus we see that the living entity is
individual, and he has some minute inde-
pendence, though he is always associated
with and subordinate to the Lord, however
forgetful or unconscious he may be of that
relationship. Who could be a better friend
than Krsna, staying with us in every
circumstance? While we are changing from
tree to tree, or body to body, Krsna, who
is not affected whatsoever by this mundane
world, accompanies us lifetime after life-
time. He is waiting for us to intelligently
use that independence He has given us by
surrendering to Him, thereby ending the
cycle of repeated birth and death. Even
in the liberated state He stays with us. The
living entity and the Supreme Lord, though
distinct from one another, always remain
together. “The same living entity is eternal
and is joined to the Supreme Lord by the
tie of an eternal kinship.” (Brahma-
sarihit@) They are joined intimately, as
two distinct individuals, eternally. The
living entity must simply agree to accept
the supreme will of the Supreme Lord;
then he will be happy. The Lord, having
given us independence, is so kind that He
will fulfill our desires no matter what they
may be. Man proposes and God disposes.
The Lord is neutral toward all His sons
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and daughters, and He never interferes with
the way in which we use our independence.
If a son insists on doing something non-
sensical, the father will reluctantly give his
sanction. “All right, if you insist, go
ahead.” Similarly, the Supreme Lord allows
us to exercise our minute independence,
and since we are helpless to fulfill our
desires, He fulfills them for us.

For example, in Bhagavad-gita Krsna
says, “Men of small intelligence worship
the demigods, and their fruits are tem-
porary and limited.” (Bg.7.22) But “I am
in everyvone’s heart as Paramatma. As soon
as one desires to worship the demigods, I
make his faith steady so that he can
devote himself to some particular deity.”
(Bg.7.21) Then, present in the heart of the
demigod, the Supreme Lord arranges for
the demigod to fulfill the desire of the
living entity. Both the demigod and the
living entity are dependent on the Supreme
Will. Even the fruits awarded by the demi-
gods are created of Krsna's energy. So
Krgna says that “in actuality these benefits
are bestowed by Me alone.” (Bg.7.22)
Therefore, from beginning to end, Krsna
is fulfilling our every desire. Who could be
a better friend than Krsna?

WHATEVER WE DESIRE

Birth after birth, body after body,
Krsna grants whatever we desire. Thus the
body we take is created according to our
desire. As long as we desire a material
body, Krsna will give us one. “The living
entity in the material world carries his
different conceptions of life as the air
carries aromas. Thus does he take one kind
of body and again quit it to take another.
The living entity, thus taking another gross
body, obtains a particular type of ear,
sense of touch, tongue, and nose, centered
about the mind. He thus enjoys a particu-
lar set of sense objects.” (Bg.15.8-9)
Krspa gives us our body, and then e
accompanies us inside of it; but He
is not responsible for how we utilize it.
We get a particular body and various
circumstances of birth according to our
actions (karma) and what we are'lhinlxing
of at the time of death—in other words,
according Lo our own desires. “Those who
worship the demigods will take birth
among the demigods; those who worship
ghosts and spirits will take birth among
such beings: and those who worship Me
will live with Me.” (Bg.9.25)
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By thus understanding that God grants
material facilities according to our desires,
we can understand that our suffering in
the material world is due to us, not the
Lord. The Lord is neutral to all Hig child-
ren, giving us whatever we want. God
never interferes with the desires of the
living entities, for if He did, what would
be the meaning of the minute indepen-
dence He has given us, and where would
there be any possibility for love? In
ignorance we think we are God or that
we can enjoy independently of God, and
so the Lord gives us this material body and
material world. But the Lord is hoping
that we will give up our material desires
and come to Him. In the material world,
the state provides both prisons and univer-
sities. Although wishing for everyone to
enter the universities, it provides the
prisons because it knows that some indi-
viduals will misuse their freedom and
thereby merit entrance into the prisons.
Similarly, God is kind even to the demons.
As stated in the Vedanta-siitra, “The Lord
neither hates nor likes anyone, though He
appears to.”” Atheistic persons who are
envious of God and wish to forget Him
undoubtedly suffer, but even this suffering
is God’s kindness. Since demons are de-
sirous of forgetting Krsna, Krsna simply
gives them the particular birth and body
just suited to their forgetting Him, which
is actually what they want: “These do 1
put into the ocean of material existence,
into various demoniac species of life.
Gaining repeated birth among the species
of demoniac life, such persons can never
approach Me, and gradually they sink
down to the most abominable position of
existence.” Such an abominable position
is actually the desire of the demon, and it
is the mercy of God that such a desire is
fulfilled. Desire is a subtle form of condi-
tioning. The demon initially puts himself
into demoniac conditions by misusing his
independence, and only then does the long
chain of material actions and reactions
begin. Falsely identifying with such tem-
porary situations, the bewildered demon
wrongly blames the Lord for his condi-
tion, which in actuality is due to his own
desire: “The living entity is the cause of
the various sufferings and enjoyments in
this world.” (Bg.13.20)

PURE DEVOTEE

But God is so kind and merciful that

He will sometimes pull a demon out of
his suffering, even though such a demon
may be attached to his demoniac position.
For example, sometimes God Himself will
descend to kill a demon, and so great is
God’s mercy that just by being killed by
the Lord, the demon gains liberation. Or
sometimes the Lord will send His son or
representative, so that even the most
abominable person can be elevated to the
platform of transcendental loving service
to the Lord simply by being graced by the
dust of the lotus feet of such a pure
devotee. Devotional service to the Lord is
the perfection of life, and such service
can be attained only by the mercy of the
Lord and His pure devotee; there is no
other way. The pure devotee is considered
even more merciful than the all-merciful
Lord because while the Lord will give
us whatever we want, His pure devo-
tee will give us the Lord only. If
one is graced by a pure devotee such
as His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, one has every possibil-
ity of himself becoming a pure devotee
and thereby attaining the special mercy
of God.

IMPARTIAL OR PARTIAL?

As kind as God is even to the demons,
He is kinder still to the devotees. Sri
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur
Maharaja, the spiritual master of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, states in his Brahma-samhita com-
mentary: “It is a great wonder that Krsnpa,
being impartial, is fully partial to His
devotees.” Krsna Himself hints at this
seeming contradiction when He says in the
Gita (9.29), “No one is envied by Me, nor
am | partial to anyone. I am equal to all.
Yet whoever renders service unto Me in
devotion is a friend, is in Me, and I am a
friend to Him.” The presence of simul-
taneously contradictory qualities in Krsna
is a further feature of His completeness,
for how could God be God if He did not
have all qualities and if He could not
bewilder our limited brains with His incon-
ceivable greatness. But God is so kind that
He has provided a self-realized spiritual
master who can impart knowledge of this
great science of Krsna to our conditioned
souls so that we may penetrate a little
into the mystery of Krsna.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada directs us back to



Chapter Four, Verse 11, of the Gita, to
understand this seeming contradiction:
“All men, as they surrender unto Me, I
reward accordingly.” In other words, as
the demon is busy ignoring Krsna, Krsna
similarly ignores the demon; and as the
devotee is actively trying to care for the
interests of Krsna in devotional service to
the Lord, the Supreme Lord Himself takes
special care of His devotee. This recipro-
cation is natural. In the material world a
man may be very charitably disposed
toward all living entities, yet it is ex-
pected that he will take a special interest
in his own children. Similarly the Supreme
Lord, while kindly disposed toward all
His parts and parcels, reciprocates in love
with His devotees, who are engaged cent
percent in His transcendental loving ser-
vice.

HE SUPPLIES OUR NEEDS

While kindly fulfilling the needs of all
His parts and parcels, God takes special
supplies the necessities of life to all His
sons and daughters. From the tiny ant to
the great elephant, all receive His mercy in
the shape of food, sunlight, air and what-
ever else is required by them for their
maintenance. The impartial raincloud
abundantly pours rain everywhere, be it
on the rocks, the land, or the sea. Simi-
larly God impartially fulfills the desires of
all living entities through the agency of
material nature. But in the case of devotees
He takes special, personal care. Brahma,
the creator of this universe, prays, “I wor-
ship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who
burns to their roots all the fruitive activi-
ties of those who are imbued with devo-
tion, and who, in accordance with the
chain of their previously performed ac-
tions, impartially ordains for all those who
walk in the path of work the due enjoy-
ment of the fruits of their activities, no
less in the case of the tiny insect named
‘indragopa’ than that of Indra, King of the
demigods.” (Brahma-samihitd, 5.54) In
other words, God impartially rewards those
who indirectly serve Him by serving His
material energy, and the agency for such
rewarding is the mechanical working of
material nature. But God takes personal
charge of the life of His devotee, who
serves Him directly as the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.

In the Gita Krsna states that out of
many thousands of men, few will seek

perfection, but that in return, “I will give
them the understanding by which they can
come to Me. Out of compassion for them,
I, dwelling in their hearts, destroy with the
shining lamp of knowledge the darkness
born of ignorance.” (Bg.10.10-11) In this
way God is both partial and impartial. He
gives us whatever we want. He shines like
the sun for everyone, but those who wish
to remain in the closet of material nature
receive no tangible benefit. Still, He im-
partially offers the possibility of His
special care to all, and we take shelter of
Him or of His material energy, maya, as we
choose. Krsna confirms, “l am never
manifest to the foolish and unintelligent.
For them I am covered by My eternal
creative potency, and so the deluded
world knows Me not.” (Bg. 7.25) “O son
of Prtha, those who are not deluded, the
great souls, are under the protection of
the divine nature. They are fully engaged
in devotional service.” (Bg. 9.13)

SURRENDER TO KRSNA

Thus Krsna, whether we take shelter of
Him or not, is always our dearmost friend,
since He always takes care to fulfill our
desires. And beyond merely fulfilling our
desires, He encourages us to desire for
Him. Then, when we surrender to Him,
we become happy, and He takes special
care of us. He knows us and fulfills our
desires by His expansion as Paramatma, or
Visnu. But superior to the realization of
Paramatma is realization of Krsna engaging
in loving affairs with His pure devotees in
His original form in His spiritual abode. At
the end of Bhagavad-gita, Krsna gives His
final instruction to Arjuna: “*Surrender to
Me.” He has previously stated that He and
Paramatma within are one, so His instruc-
tion is that somehow or other we surren-
der unto Him—within or without. “The
Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s
heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the
wanderings of all living entities, who are
seated as on a machine, made of the
material energy. O scion of Bharata, sur-
render unto Him in all respects, so that
by His mercy you cau have transcendental
peace and eternal abode. Thus I have
explained to you the most confidential of
all knowledge. Deliberate on this fully,
and do what you wish to do.” (Bg.
18.61-63) Krsna, being so kind, invites us
to serve Him, but He never forces us, nor
does He interfere. And at once Arjuna

replies, “I have regained my memory by
Your mercy, and now I am fixed without
any doubt, prepared to act according to
Your instructions.” By the mercy of
Paramatma one gets the intelligence to
attain Krspa. The living entity “‘bird,”
having surrendered to his dearmost friend
the Paramatma “bird,” becomes free from
the entanglement of the material tree and
is available to associate directly with Krsna
in pastimes of love in the spiritual world.

KRSNA IS REAL

Krsna stands before Arjuna as a person
on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra—as his
dearmost friend and helper—and we can
understand that Krsna is the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead and is talking to His
friend. There are many pictures of Krsna
in His original transcendental form standing
and talking to Arjuna on the Battlefield
of Kuruksetra. But how are we to under-
stand that God is in our hearts? He is there
in His beautiful four-handed form as
Visnu, and He is just as real as if He were
standing before us and talking to us. He is
there within the heart, and we must purify
ourselves in order to see Him. Do not
think that “God is in our hearts” is simply
a truism. He is there and can be seen by a
pure devotee.

This investigation of the friend within
our hearts—when based on the scientific
information regarding the living entity and
the Supreme Soul presented by Krsna in
Bhagavad-gita—culminates in the realiza-
tion of Paramitma, as experienced by
great sages like Narada Muni and described
in § rimad-Bhagavatam. From these de-
scriptions we can understand that Krsna
is actually there, in our hearts, and that
when we fully surrender to Him we become
completely satisfied and can see Him face
to face. And what do we see? We see the
all-attractive transcendental form of our
dearmost friend.

The meditation on this dearmost friend
in our hearts is explained in the Second
Canto of Sn‘mad-Bh&gavatam: “The pro-
cess of meditation should begin from the
lotus feet of the Lord and progress to His
smiling face. The meditation should be
concentrated upon the lotus feet, then
the calves, then the thighs, and in this way
higher and higher. The more the mind
becomes fixed upon the different parts of
the limbs, one after another, the more the
intelligence becomes purified.” (Bhag. 2.
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2.13) Thus is revealed the beautiful form
of “the Personality of Godhead residing
within the body in the region of the heart
and measuring only eight inches, with four
hands carrying alotus, a wheel of a chariot,
a conchshell and a club respectively.”
(Bhag.2.2.8) “His lotus feet are placed
over the whorl of the lotuslike hearts of
great mystics, On His chest there is the
Kaustubha jewel engraved with a beautiful
calf, there are other jewels on His shoul-
ders, and His complete torso is garlanded
with fresh flowers. He is well decorated
with an ornamental wreath about His
waist and rings studded with valuable
jewels on His fingers. His leglet, bangles,
oiled hair curling with a bluish tint, and
His beautiful smiling face are all very
pleasing. The Lord’s magnanimous pas-
times and the glowing glancing of His
smiling face are all indications of His
extensive benedictions. One must there-
fore concentrate on this transcendental
form of the Lord as long as the mind can
be fixed on Him by meditation.” (Bhag.
2.2.10-12)

SUPERSOUL
“Thus being fixed, one must render

- service unto the Supersoul situated in one’s
heart by His omnipotency. Because Ile is

the Almighty Personality of Godhead,
eternal and unlimited, He is the ultimate
goal of life, and by worshiping Him one
can end the cause of the conditioned state
of existence.” (Bhag. 2.2.6) This is the
final instruction of Krsna in the Gita: to
surrender unto Him and render service
unto Him. This is God’s greatest kindness.
even though He is always fulfilling our
desires, He allows us to fulfill His desires
in transcendental loving service. Of course
God is atmarama, self-satisfied, and in no
way does He need our service, but out of
His causeless mercy He allows us to render
service to Him, and through the medium of
the bona fide spiritual master He accepts
our so-called service.

BHAGAVAN

Actually in this age the meditation on
God in the heart as deseribed in Srimad-
Bhagavatam is not possible. Our duration
of life is too short and living conditions
troubled. Even Arjuna, who was superior
in all spiritual and malerial attributes, and
who lived at a time much more conducive
to spiritual realization than our own, re-
jected this system of yoga. “The system ap-
pears impractical and unendurable to me,
for the mind is restless and unsteady. O

‘Krsna, and to subdue it, is, it seems to me,

more difficult than controlling the wind.”
{(Bg. 6.23-34) And Krspa replied: “Of all
yogis, he who always abides in Me with
great faith, worshiping Me in transcenden-
tal loving service, is most intimately united
with Mein yoga and is highest of all.” (Bg.
6.47)

Thus the best way to realize Paramatma,
especially in this age, is to realize Bhagavan,
the highest realization of Godhead, which
automatically includes all other realiza-
tions. Bhagavan, Krspa in His original
form, is our dearmost friend. And what
is the process for attaining Bhagavan
realization? It is simply to render ser-
vice to His pure devotee and to chant
His name. This is the process recom-
mended by Sri Krsna in Bhagavad-gita
and made especially practicable by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu in this age. Krsna
says: “The sages, knowing Me as the
ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets
and demigods, and the benefactor and
well-wisher of all living entities, attaiu
peace from the pangs of material miseries.”
(Bg.5.29) So it is up to us. We can do as
we like; Krsna never interferes. “Yet who-
ever renders service unto Me in devotion
is a friend, is in Me, and I am a friend to
Him.” Now what do vou want to do?

END

HOLY
RATHAYATRA
IN TOKYO

Srila Prabhupida has written the President
of the Tokyo, Japan, temple of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness:
“Your temple can be named New Gaya.
Gayi is the province in India where Lord
Buddha flourished. Japan is a Buddhist
country, and we accept Lord Buddha as
an incarnation of God. Also, it was at
Gayd that Lord Caitanya was initiated
by His spiritual master, Sri Tévara Puri
Mahardja.” Just in the tradition of Lord
Caitanya, the Rathayatri Festival was
celebrated by ISKCON devotees in New
Gaya. The Supreme Lord Sri Krsna’s realm
is everywhere, and the chanting of the holy
name Hare Krsna is universal because it is
transcendental to all material designations
such as country, race and sectarian reli-
gion. Devotional service, as taught by Lord
Caitanya and exemplified in Rathayitra, is
simply transcendentally joyful.

30 Back to Godhead
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Continued from page 11

and that is described in verses 24-26. This
process is also connected with the mystic
yoga system and is dependent on passing
away at certain auspicious moments. The
expert yogi is not forced to vacate his
body like an ordinary human, and so he
may, if he chooses, leave at certain pre-
scribed times and thus attain the spiritual
realms. But this is not possible for the
ordinary man, and therefore Krsna tells
Arjuna in the 27th verse: “The devotees
who know these different paths are never
bewildered. Therefore be always fixed in
devotion.” The devotee does not have to
take any thought about how or when he is
leaving this material world. The example
of Maharaja Bharata is very instructive.
Sukadeva Gosvami told Maharaja Pariksit:
“The great soul of King Bharata was so
much attracted to the service of the lotus

feet of Krsna that he very easily gave up
his lordship over the earthly planet and
his affection for his children, society,
friends, royal opulence, and beautiful wife.
He was so very lucky that the goddess of
fortune was pleased to offer him all kinds
of material concessions, but he never
accepted any of this material opulence.
Any person whose heart is attracted by
the transcendental quality of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Madhusiidana,
not to speak of material opulence, does
not care even for the liberation which is
aspired to by many great sages!” (Bhag.
5.14.43) Similarly, Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu prays in His Siksastakam: “My dear
son of Nanda, I do not want any kind of
material happiness in the shape of many
followers, nor immense opulence in wealth,
nor any beautiful wife, nor do I want

]

cessation from material existence. I may
take birth many times, one after another,
but what I pray is that My devotion unto
You may always remain unflinching.”
This same highest truth is now con-
firmed by Lord Krsna in the final verse of
the chapter: “A person who accepts the
path of devotional service is not bereft of
any result of studying the Vedas, per-
forming austere sacrifices, making charity,
and pursuing philosophical and fruitive
activities. And at the end he reaches the
supreme abode.” Nothing is lacking; noth-
ing left out. Krsna and His name are
identical, and if one will simply chant
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare, his mind will become fixed at
that absolute point, and his human form
of life will become successful. END










