Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.

Vol. 13No.1-2 THE MAGAZINE OF THE HARE KRISHNA MOVEMENT

Remembering

Srila Prabhupada




His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness




DEDICATION

Around the turn of the century, the great spiritual master
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura made this prediction: “Soon
there will appear a personality who will preach the holy
name of Hari [Lord Krsna] all over the world.” As we
have witnessed for the past twelve years, that personality
was His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Throughout his life, Srila Prabhupada
prepared himself for his great mission, and from his
arrival in America on September 18, 1965, to his passing
on November 14, 1977—through some seventy books
and thousands of letters, interviews, and lectures —
he gave the world the holy names of Krsna and the
Vedic science of self-realization.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura also wrote a short stanza about
the influence that a Vaisnava (a pure devotee of the
Lord) carries in this world even after his passing:

He reasons ill who tells that Vaisnavas die
When thou art living still in sound!
The Vaisnavas die to live, and living try
To spread the holy name around!

So, while it is natural for us to be sorrowful that Srila
Prabhupada has passed away, we can know for sure that
he will never pass away, for he is “living still in sound.”
As he himself said, “I will never die. I will live forever in
my books.” In the days and years to come, may everyone
come to remember Srila Prabhupada in the same way
that he remembered his spiritual master: “He lives forever
by his divine instructions, and the follower lives with him.”
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF

THE SPIRITUAL MASTER

An address given at the University of Stockholm in September of 1973
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

In order to enter into spiritual life, two
things are required. As enunciated by Sr1
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, one needs the
mercy of the Supreme Lord and the
mercy of the spiritual master:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

The living entities are wandering through-
out the universe changing bodies,
transmigrating from one body to
another, from one place to another, and
from one planet to another. Brahmanda
bhramite: they are rotating within this
material universe. This science is
unknown to the modern educators—
how the spirit soul is transmigrating
from one body to another, and how he is
being transferred from one planet to
another. But we have explained this in
our book Easy Journey to Other Planets.
In fact, the guru can help you
transmigrate from this planet directly to
the spiritual sky, Vaikunthaloka, where
there are innumerable spiritual planets.
The topmost planet in the spiritual sky is
Krsna’s planet, called Goloka Vrnda-
vana. The Krsna consciousness move-

ment is trying to give information of how
one can be transferred directly to the
Goloka Vrndavana planet, Krsnaloka.
That is our mission.

What is the difference between this
material world and the spiritual world?
The difference is that in the material
world you have to change your body,
although you are eternal. Ajo nitvah
sasvato 'yvam purdno na hanyate
hanyamdane sarire. You are not destroyed
after the annihilation of your material
body, but you transmigrate to another
body, which may be one of 8,400,000
forms. Jalaja nava-laksani. There are
900,000 forms in the water, 2,000,000
forms of trees and plants, 1,100,000
forms of insects, 1,000,000 forms of
birds, and 3,000,000 forms of beasts.
Then you come to this human form of
life. Now it is your choice whether to be
transferred again, by the cycle of
transmigration, from one body to
another in the lower species of life, or
whether to be transferred to the spiritual
sky—to the highest spiritual planet,
known as Goloka Vrndavana. That is
your choice. You have been given the

chance of this human form of body to
make your choice. In the lower species
you are completely under the control of
material nature, but when the material
nature gives you a chance to get this
human form of body, you can choose
whatever you like.

That is confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita
(9.25):

yanti deva-vrata devan
pitFn yanti pitr-vratah
bhiitani yanti bhitejya
vanti mad-yajino 'pi mam

Those who are trying to be elevated to
the higher planets—deva-loka, or the
planets of the demigods, where the stan-
dard of living and the life span are very
great—may worship the demigods. Or if
you want you may be transferred to the
Pitrloka, to the planets of the ghosts, or
to the planet where Krsna lives (yanti
mad-yajino ‘pi mam). This all depends on
your activities. But samsdra—rotating,
wandering within this material world
from one body to another or from one
planet to another—is not advised.
Material existence is called samsara.
Bhiitva bhitva pralivate: you take your
birth in some form of body, you live for
some time, then you have to give up this
body. Then you have to accept another
body, again live for some time, then give
up that body, and then again accept
another body. This is called sarisara.

The material world is compared to
davanala, a forest fire. As we have ex-
perienced, no one goes to the forest to
set a fire, but still it takes place.
Similarly, no one within this material
world wants to be unhappy. Everyone is
trying to be very happy, but one is forced
to accept unhappiness. In this material
world, from time immemorial to the
present moment, there have been occa-
sional wars, world wars, even though
people have devised various means to
stop wars. When [ was a young man
there was the League of Nations. In
1920, after the First World War,
different nations formed the League of
Nations, just to arrange for peaceful liv-
ing among themselves. No one wanted
war, but again there was a forest fire—
the Second World War. Now they have
devised the United Nations, but war is
still going on—the Vietnam war, the
Pakistan war, and many others. So you
may try your best to live very peacefully,
but nature will not allow you. There
must be war. And this warlike feeling is
always going on, not only between na-
tion and nation, but also between man
and man, neighbor and neighbor—even
between husband and wife and father
and son. This warlike feeling is going on.
This is called davanala, a forest fire. No
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one goes to the forest to set fire, but
automatically, by the friction of dried
bamboo, sparks arise, and the forest
catches fire. Similarly, although we do
not want unhappiness, by our dealings
we create enemies, and there is fighting
and war. This is called sarisara-ddvanala.

This forest fire of material existence
goes on perpetually, and the authorized
person who can deliver you from this fire
is called guru, the spiritual master.

How does he deliver you? What is his
means? Consider the same example.
When there is a fire in the forest, you
cannot send a fire brigade or go there
yourself with bucketfuls of water to ex-
tinguish it. That is not possible. Then
how will it be extinguished? You need
water to extinguish fire, but where will
the water come from—from your bucket
or your fire brigade? No, it must come
from the sky. Only when there are tor-
rents of rain from the sky will the blazing
forest fire be extinguished. These rains
from the sky do not depend on your
scientific propaganda or manipulation.
They depend on the mercy of the
Supreme Lord. So the spiritual master is
compared to a cloud. Just as there are
torrents of rain from a cloud, so the
spiritual master brings mercy from the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. A
cloud takes water from the sea. It doesn’t
have its own water, but takes water from
the sea. Similarly, the spiritual master
brings mercy from the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. Just see the com-
parison. He has no mercy of his own, but
he carries the mercy of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. That is the
qualification of the spiritual master.

The spiritual master will never say, *‘1
am God—I can give you mercy.”” No.
That is not a spiritual master—that is a
bogus pretender. The spiritual master
will say, *‘I am a servant of God; I have
brought His mercy. Please take it and be
satisfied.” This is the spiritual master’s
business. He is just like a mailman.
When a mailman delivers you some
large amount of money, it is not his own
money. The money is sent by someone
else, but he honestly delivers it—"‘Sir,
here is your money. Take it."” So you
become very much satisfied with him,
although it is not his money he is giving
you. When you are in need and you get
money from your father or someone
else—brought by the mailman—you feel
very much satisfaction.

Similarly, we are all suffering in this
blazing fire of material existence. But the
spiritual master brings the message from
the Supreme Lord and delivers it to you,
and if you kindly accept it, then you'll be
satisfied. This is the business of the
spiritual master.
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samsdra-davanala-lidha-loka-
trandva kdarunya-ghanaghanatvam

praptasya kalyana-gundrnavasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

Thus the spiritual master is offered obei-
sances: ‘‘Sir, you have brought mercy
from the Supreme Lord; therefore, we
are much obliged to you. You have come
to deliver us, so we offer our respectful
obeisances.”’ That is the meaning of this
verse: the first qualification of the
spiritual master, or guruy, is that he brings
you the message to stop the blazing fire
in your heart. This is the test.

Everyone has a blazing fire within his
heart—a blazing fire of anxiety. That is
the nature of material existence. Always,
everyone has anxiety; no one is free
from it. Even a small bird has anxiety. If
you give the small bird some grains to
eat, he’ll eat them, but he won’t eat very
peacefully. He’ll look this way and that
way—“‘Is somebody coming to kill me?"’
This is material existence. Everyone,
even a president like Mr. Nixon, is full of
anxieties. What to speak of others. Even
Gandhi, in our country—he was full of
anxiety. All politicians are full of anxiety.
They may hold a very exalted post, but
still the material disease —anxiety—is
there. So if you want to be anxiety-less,
then you must take shelter of the guru,
the spiritual master. And the test of the
guru is that by following his instructions
you'll be free from anxiety. This is the
test. Don’t try to find a cheap guru or a
fashionable guru. Just as you sometimes
keep a dog as a fashion, if you want to
keep a guru as a fashion—*‘I have a
gurw’” —that will not help. You must ac-
cept a guru who can extinguish the blaz-
ing fire of anxiety within your heart.
That is the first test of the guru.

The second test is, mahaprabhoh kir-
tana-nriya-gita-vaditra-madvan-manaso ra-
sena. The second symptom of the guru
is that he is always engaged in chanting,
glorifying Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu—
that is his business. Mahdprabhoh
kirtana-nriya-gita. The spiritual master is
dancing and chanting the holy name of
the Lord, because that is the remedy for
all calamities within this material world.

At the present moment, no one can
meditate. The so-called meditation now
popular in the West is humbug. It is very
difficult to meditate in this disturbing age
of Kali [the age of quarrel and hy-
pocrisy]. Therefore sdstra [scripture]
says, krte yad dhydyato visnum. In the
Satya-yuga [the age of truth], when peo-
ple used to live for one hundred thou-
sand years, Valmiki Muni attained per-
fection by meditating for sixty thousand
years. But now we have no guarantee
that we are going to live for sixty years or

even sixty hours. So meditation is not
possible in this age. In the next age [the
Treta-yugal, people performed rituals, as
they are described in the Vedic sdstra.
Tretayam yajato makhaih. Makhaih
means performing big, big sacrifices.
That requires huge amounts of money.
In the present age people are very poor,
so they cannot perform these sacrifices.
Dvapare paricarydydam—in the Dvapara-
yuga [the age just prior to the present
age] it was possible to worship the Deity
opulently in the temple, but nowadays,
in the Kali-yuga, that is also an impossi-
ble task. Therefore, the general recom-
mendation is kalau tad dhari-kirtandt: in
this age of Kali one can attain all perfec-
tion simply by chanting the holy name of
the Lord. The Krsna consciousness
movement is meant to spread such
chanting. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in-
augurated this movement of chanting
and dancing. It has been going on for the
last five hundred years. In India it is very
popular, but in the Western countries we
have just introduced it five or six years
ago. Now people are taking to it, and
they are feeling happy. This is the only
process.

Therefore, the guru is always engaged
in chanting. Mahdprabhoh kirtana-nriya-
gita—chanting and dancing. Unless he
performs it himself, how can he teach his
disciples? So his first symptom is that he
will give you such instructions that im-
mediately you will feel relief from all
anxiety, and his second symptom is that
he is always personally engaged in chant-
ing the holy name of the Lord and danc-
ing. Mahdprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita-
vaditra-mddyan-manaso rasena—the
spiritual master enjoys transcendental
bliss within his mind by chanting and
dancing. Unless you become blissful,
you cannot dance. You cannot dance ar-
tificially. When devotees dance, it is not
artificial. They feel some transcendental
bliss, and therefore they dance. It is not
that they are dancing dogs. No. Their
dancing is performed from the spiritual
platform. Romadarnca-kampasru-taranga-
bhdjah. There are sometimes transfor-
mations of the body with spiritual
symptoms—sometimes crying, some-
times the hairs standing on end. There
are so many symptoms. These are
natural. These symptoms are not to be
imitated, but when one is spiritually ad-
vanced, they are visible.

The third symptom of the guru is:

Sri-vigrahdaradhana-nitya-nand-
srnigara-tan-mandira-marjanadau

yuktasya bhaktams ca niyufijato 'pi
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master’s duty is to engage
the disciples in worshiping the Deity, sri-



vigraha. In all of our one hundred cen-
ters, we engage in Deity worship. Here in
Stockholm this worship has not yet been
fully established, but we worship the pic-
tures of Lord Caitanya and the guru.
In other centers, such as the ones in
England and America, there is Deity
worship. Sri-vigrahdradhana-nitya-nana-
srigdra-tan-mandira-marjanddau: Deity
worship means to dress the Deity very
nicely, to cleanse the temple very nicely,
to offer nice foodstuffs to the Deity, and
to accept the remnants of the Deity’s
foodstuffs for our eating. This is the
method of Deity worship. Deity worship
is done by the guru himself, and he also
engages his disciples in that worship.
This is the third symptom.

The fourth symptom is:

catur-vidha-sri-bhagavat-prasada-
svadv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-sanghdn
krtvaiva trptim bhajatah sadaiva
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master encourages dis-
tribution of prasdda (remnants of
Krsna’s foodstuffs) to the public. Qurs is
not dry philosophy—simply talk and go
away. No. We distribute prasdda, very
sumptuous prasada. In every temple, we
offer prasdda to anyone who comes. In
each and every temple we already have
from fifty to two hundred devotees, and
outsiders also come and take prasdda. So
prasdda distribution is another symptom
of the guru.

If you eat bhagavat-prasdda, then
gradually you become spiritualized; it
has this potency. Therefore it is said that
realization of God begins with the
tongue. Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau: if you
engage your tongue in the service of the
Lord, then you realize God. So what is
that engagement of the tongue? You
chant the holy name of the Lord, and
you take this prasdida, remnants of
foodstuffs offered to the Lord. Then you
become self-realized, God-realized—by
these two methods. You don’t have to be
very highly educated or be a philoso-
pher, a scientist, or a rich man to realize
God. If you just sincerely engage your
tongue in the service of the Lord, you
will realize Him. It is so simple. It is not
very difficult. Therefore the guru, the
spiritual master, introduces this prasdda
program. Svddv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-
sanghdn. Hari-bhakta-sarighan means
*‘in the association of devotees.”” You
cannot do it outside. Krtvaiva trptir bha-
Jatah sadaiva: when the guru is fully
satisfied that prasdda distribution is
going on, he is very much pleased, and
he engages himself in the devotional ser-
vice of the Lord by chanting and danc-
ing. This is the fourth symptom.

The fifth symptom is:

Sri-radhikd-mdadhavayor apara-
madhurya-lila-guna-ripa-namnam
pratiksandsvadana-lolupasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master is always thinking of
the pastimes of Krsna with His consort
Srimati Radharani and the gopis. Some-
times he is thinking about Krsna’s
pastimes with the cowherd boys. This
means that he is always thinking of
Krsna engaged in some kind of pastime.
Pratiksandsvddana-lolupasya. Prati-ksana
means he is thinking that way twenty-
four hours a day. That is Krsna con-
sciousness. One must be engaged
twenty-four hours a day in thinking of
Krsna. You have to make yourself a pro-
gram like this. We, at least, have made
such a program—all the boys and girls in
the Krsna consciousness movement are
engaged twenty-four hours daily—not
just officially, not that once a week they
meditate or go to some temple. No, they
engage twenty-four hours a day.
The next symptom is:

nikufija-yino rati-keli-siddhyai
ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniva
tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master’s ultimate goal is
that he wants to be transferred to the
planet of Krsna, where he can associate
with the gopis to help them serve Krsna.
Some spiritual masters are thinking of
becoming assistants to the gopis, some
are thinking of becoming assistants to
the cowherd boys, some are thinking of
becoming assistants to Nanda and
mother Yasoda, and some are thinking
of becoming God’s servants. Some are
thinking of becoming flower trees, fruit
trees, calves, or cows in Vrndavana.
There are five kinds of mellows: sdnta
[veneration], ddsya [servitorship],
sakhya [friendship], vdrsalya [parent-
hood], and mddhurya [conjugal love].
Everything is there in the spiritual world.
Cintamani-prakara-sadmasu: in the spiri-
tual sky, even the land is spiritual. The
trees are spiritual, the fruit is spiritual,
the flowers are spiritual, the water is
spiritual, the servants are spiritual, the
friends are spiritual, the mothers are
spiritual, the fathers are spiritual, the
Lord is spiritual, and His associates are
spiritual. It is all absolute, although there
are varieties.

In the material world these spiritual
varieties are merely reflected, just like
trees on a riverbank. A tree is reflected
in the water, but reflected how? Upside
down. Similarly, this material world is a
reflection of the spiritual world, but a
perverted reflection. In the spiritual
world there is love between Radha and

Krspa. Krsna is always young— nava-
yauvana. And Radharani is always
young, because She is Krsna’s pleasure
potency. Sri-rddhika-madhavayor apara.
Jaya radhda-madhava. We worship not
Krsna alone but Krsna with His eternal
consort Srimati Radharani. There is eter-
nal love between Radharani and Krsna.
Therefore the Veddnta-siitra says, jan-
mady asya yatah: the Absolute Truth is
that from which everything emanates. In
this world we find love between mother
and son, love between wife and hus-
band, love between master and servant,
between friend and friend, between the
master and the dog or the cat or the cow.
But these are only reflections of the
spiritual world. Krsna is also the good
lover of the animals, the calves and
cows. Just as here we love dogs and cats,
there Krsna loves cows and calves. You
have seen this in pictures of Krsna. So
the propensity to love even an animal is
there in the spiritual world. Otherwise,
how can it be reflected? This world is
simply a reflection. If in the reality there
is nothing like that, how can it be
reflected here? So everything is there in
the spiritual world. But to understand
that original propensity to love, you have
to practice Krsna consciousness.

Here in this world we are experiencing
frustration. Here we love—a man loves a
woman, or a woman loves a man—but
there is frustration. After some time they
are divorced, because their love is a per-
verted reflection. There is no real love in
this world. It is simply lust. Real love is
in the spiritual world, between Radha
and Krsna. Real love is there between
Krsna and the gopis. Real love is there in
the friendship between Krsna and His
cowherd boys. Real love is there be-
tween Krsna and the cows and calves.
Real love is there between the trees,
flowers, and water. In the spiritual world,
everything is love. But within this ma-
terial world, we are satisfied merely by
the reflection of the things in the spiri-
tual world. So, now that we have this op-
portunity of human life, let us under-
stand Krsna. That is Krsna conscious-
ness—let us understand Krsna. And as
the Bhagavad-gita [4.9] says, janma
karma ca me divvam evam yo vetti tat-
tvatah—you should understand Krsna in
truth, not superficially. Learn the science
of Krsna. This is the instruction—you
should simply try to love Krsna, The
process is that you worship the Deity,
you take prasdda, you chant Krsna’s holy
names, and you follow the instruction of
the spiritual master, In this way you’ll
learn how to understand Krsna, and then
your life will be successful. This is our
Krsna consciousness movement. Thank
you very much. e
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THE GIFTS OF
HIS DIVINE GRACE

In just a dozen years, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
gave the world a legacy that will last forever.

by JAYADVAITA DASA

samsara-ddavanala-lidha-loka-
trandya karunya-ghandghanatvam

praptasya kalyana-gundarnavasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

“The spiritual master is receiving bene-
diction from the ocean of mercy. Just as
a cloud pours water on a forest fire to ex-
tinguish it, so the spiritual master
delivers the materially afflicted world by
extinguishing the blazing fire of material
existence. 1 offer my respectful obei-
sances unto the lotus feet of such a
spiritual master.”

he Vedic teachers compare the
I material world in which we live to
a forest fire. Although no one
wants a forest fire, sometimes a fire
spontaneously takes place in the forest,
inflicting suffering on the helpless
creatures who live there. But if, by the
grace of God, storm clouds gather and
shower their water, drenching the forest
with rain, the forest and its creatures are
saved. Similarly, when a bona fide
spiritual master, by the grace of Krsna,
showers upon human society the
benediction of Krsna consciousness, that
benediction can save us from the eternal
problems of material ignorance and
suffering and give us the chance to
return to our real life of eternal bliss and
knowledge in the service of Krsna. We
should therefore glorify and offer our
respectful homage unto the lotus feet of
such a bona fide spiritual master.
A devotee poet has written that no one
can fully understand the words, ac-
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tivities, and characteristics of a pure
devotee. Nonetheless, let us try to ap-
preciate some of the extraordinary gifts
given to the world by the beloved
spiritual master of the Hare Krsna move-
ment, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada.

_ Of course, although the movement
Srila Prabhupada started has great tangi-
ble manifestations, his contribution is
ultimately spiritual, not material, and
therefore it will be appreciated according
to one’s spiritual understanding. Just as
an intellectual contribution is truly ap-
preciated only by intellectuals, a spiritual
contribution will best be appreciated by
those who are advanced in spiritual
culture and knowledge.

Generally speaking, gross material ac-
complishments win immediate popular
applause, but they are also quickly for-
gotten. Although an intellectual con-
tribution may take longer to be widely
acclaimed, its benefits are more pro-
found and long-lasting. A spiritual con-
tribution, however, though perhaps least
appreciated immediately, is ultimately
the most profoundly significant and en-
during. Therefore, let us try to under-
stand and appreciate the myriad spiritual
contributions of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the
Founder-Acdrya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness.

The first point we might consider is
that whatever Srila Prabhupdda did,
he did not to serve any personal self-
interest or create an individual charis-
matic mission, but rather to serve the
will of the Supreme Lord, as expressed
by the Lord Himself in the Vedic

literature and handed down since time
immemorial by the Vedic chain of
teachers. In the recent era, Srila
Prabhupéda’s spiritual master, Sri
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, was the most outstanding
representative of this Vedic line, and the
spirit of full, unalloyed devotion to this
great Vedic teacher and to the Supreme
Lord Himself was the essence of all that
Srila Prabhupdda did. :
Now, let us see the gifts Srila
Prabhupada has given us, one by one.

The Hare Krsna Mantra

Srila Prabhupida began his movement
in the Western world simply by chanting
the maha-mantra, or the Great Chant for
Deliverance: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
The Vedic scriptures repeatedly empha-
size that no other method of spiritual
realization can be as effective in the pres-
ent age as the chanting of this maha-
mantra. It is the sublime method for
reviving our transcendental conscious-
ness. Krsna and Rdama are names of the
Supreme Lord, and Hare calls upon the
spiritual energy of the Lord. By chanting
these holy names, one can derive
unlimited benefit, for this chanting can
free one from all material entanglements
and revive one’s dormant natural con-
sciousness of unalloyed love of God. Sr1
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the great apostle
of love of God who appeared in India
some five hundred years ago, desired
that the benediction of these holy names
of God be bestowed upon all living en-
tities, and He predicted that one day the
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chanting of these holy names would be
heard in every village and town of the
world. It was Srila Prabhupada who es-
tablished a worldwide movement—the
Hare Krsna movement—to fulfill Sri
Caitanya’s prediction and desire.
Wherever Srila Prabhupdda went, on
fourteen journeys around the globe, he
constantly spread the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra, and when he finally
departed he was surrounded by loving
disciples from around the world, loudly
yet sweetly chanting these names of God
he had given them. He began his move-
ment by chanting Hare Krsna, and when
he left, ‘‘Hare Krsna’ were the last
words he spoke. This was Srila
Prabhupada’s mission: Let the chanting
of Lord Krsna’s holy name be glorified!

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rima
Rima Rama, Hare Hare

No one can find the limits of the glories
of these holy names, carried around the
world by His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupida.

A Vedic Library
Of Transcendental Knowledge

Although Srila Prabhupada gave us a
way of transcendental realization by
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which even a child can very easily make
advancement in spiritual life—simply by
chanting Hare Krsna—he also left the
world a unique library of profound
philosophical literature, literature
studied and praised by scholars and in-
tellectuals, eagerly acquired by profes-
sors and librarians, and treasured by
devotees of Vedic philosophy and
culture.

Srila Prabhupiada was the author of
nearly seventy volumes of translations
and summary studies of, and commen-
tary upon, India’s immortal Vedic scrip-
tures. His books have already been
translated into twenty-eight different
languages.

To a world afflicted by a lack of
spiritual knowledge and plagued by sen-
timental, vague, flimsy ideas of wisdom
and truth, Srila Prabhupada’s books
offer the rigorously consistent, all-
conquering, deeply rewarding transcen-
dental philosophy of the Vedic literature.
Srila Prabhupida’s books are unique be-
cause they present the Vedic literature as
it is, without personally motivated in-
terpretations. Consequently, his books,
apart from their immense scholarly and
literary value, offer one the opportunity
to understand and actually attain the per-
fection of self-realization and ultimately
realize the Absolute Truth, the Per-
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sonality of Godhead, and see Him face to
face. In other words, by reading his
books, not only can one gain access to a
wealth of Vedic history, poetry, philoso-
phy, culture, and guidance in down-to-
earth, practical affairs, but also one can
traverse the path to the highest perfec-
tion of human life. Those who have lost
their spiritual vision due to the darkness
of the present age of quarrel can get light
from the books of His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada.

Distribution of Vedic Knowledge

Srila Prabhupada was never satisfied
merely to write books, nor to print them
and keep the copies in stock. Rather, he
earnestly desired that books of Vedic
wisdom be profusely distributed for the
enlightenment of human society. Thus
in 1972 His Divine Grace established the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, which in six
years has become the world’s largest
publisher and distributor of books con-
cerning the philosophy, religion, and
culture of India. It was his desire that
BBT books be placed everywhere, in
every library and home.

Indeed, nearly every college and
university library in the United States
has at least one of Srila Prabhupada’s
books, and more than twenty-five
hundred college professors and public
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and university libraries have placed or-
ders for full sets. Inspired by Srila
Prabhupada, his disciples have dis-
tributed more than sixty million books of
Vedic knowledge. Thus, by Srila
Prabhupada’s desire, the true glory of
Vedic knowledge and culture is now
being recognized, for the first time,
throughout the world.

Here we may also mention that Srila
Prabhupida was the founder and original
editor of BACK TO GODHEAD, which he
began in India in 1944 and which con-
tinues to be published according to his
eternal directions.

The Society of Devotees

Some of Srila Prabhupada’s earliest
disciples recall that in 1966, when Srila
Prabhupida, newly arrived in New York
City, first began holding classes in an old
loft in the Bowery, he had a small, hand-
written sign downstairs near the
mailbox: ‘‘International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.’” In those days,
the Society was not very extensive. Prac-
tically speaking, there was only Srila
Prabhupiada himself. But where others
may have seen only an elderly Indian
svami and a few young men coming to
hear him, Srila Prabhupada, with his
usual transcendental vision, saw the
hope for an international society of
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devotees that could spread all over the
world.

A devotee poet has sung, tdndera
carana sevi bhakta-sane vasa: ‘‘Let me
serve at the feet of the gosvamis—the
predecessor spiritual masters—and let
me always associate with devotees.”
This is the essence of Krsna conscious-
ness. Alone, one may find it very
difficult to make spiritual advancement,
but in the company of devotees, all shar-
ing the same objective, advancement
becomes swift and easy. Moreover, a
society of devotees, all cooperating for
the service of Krsna, can act wonderfully
to spread Krspa consciousness for the
benefit of others. A pure devotee knows
that Krsna is the supreme enjoyer, Krsna
is the supreme proprietor of everything,
and Krsna is the supreme friend of every
living being. Therefore, although a pure
devotee is himself completely God-
realized, for the benefit of others he
desires: ‘‘Let there be a society of
devotees. Let the people of the world
serve Krsna together and be happy.”
This was Srila Prabhupada’s desire. He
confidently began his tiny society,
carefully nurtured and expanded it, and
trained his disciples to expand it further
and maintain its purity. Thus by Srila
Prabhupada’s grace, we now have a
strong, healthy spiritual society of

FHOTO BHARGAVA DASA

The maha-mantra, or Great Chant for
Deliverance (far left), and a virtual library on
the ancient science of self-realization (mid-
dle) —these are just two of the gifts of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (above).

devotees, devotees from all walks of life
and all nations of the world—a real
United Nations, in which everyone can
unite on the spiritual platform, in the
service of Krsna.

Once, years ago, an astrologer took ac-
count of Srila Prabhupada’s horoscope
and remarked, ‘‘This person can build a
house big enough for the whole world to
live in.”” We are grateful to be able to live
in that house—the society of devotees
that Srila Prabhupada began—and to
share the warmth and joy of Krsna con-
sciousness with others under its roof.

Purity Is the Force

In particular, we may note that Srila
Prabhupdada never compromised his
principles. The standard Vedic discipline
requires that one strictly follow four
basic rules—no gambling, no intoxica-
tion, no meat-eating, and no illicit sex.
When Srila Prabhupida first arrived in
America and saw for himself the high
fever of Western materialistic life, he
thought, ‘“Who will agree to follow these
rules? As soon as | mention them,
everyone will go away.”” Nonetheless,
never seeking to become popular by
catering to the public taste, he always in-
sisted that his disciples adhere to these
basic rules for spiritual purity. His mis-
sion was to present the right medicine
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for the materialistic disease, even
though that medicine might at first seem
a little bitter, for he knew that what
might seem bitter at first would very
soon taste sweet. Only when an aspiring
devotee was regularly chanting Hare
Krsna and following these basic Vedic
principles would Srila Prabhupada accept
him as an initiated disciple.

Temples Around the World

In the context of his International
Society, Srila Prabhupada, in the brief
span of ten years, established more than
one hundred temples of Krsna con-
sciousness in thirty-six countries—
in North America, South America,
Europe, Australia, Africa, and Asia.
Some of them he started personally, and
others through his disciples. That was
another aspect of Srila Prabhupada’s
genius: he was expert not only in serving
Lord Sri Krsna, but also in training
others to assist him in Lord Krsna’s ser-
vice. He personally demonstrated how to
conduct all the temple affairs—how to
clean the temple (he showed us on his
hands and knees); how to hold classes
and festivals; how to cook food for
Krsna, offer it to Him, and then serve it
to devotees and guests; how to grow
flowers for Krsna; and even how to keep
accounts and acquire temple property.
He did everything perfectly, and with
unceasing devotion he traveled around
the world, perfectly teaching his disciples
how to follow in his footsteps and spread
Krsna’s mission for the benefit of others.

Service to the Deity

In each of his temples, S$rila
Prabhupada established the muirti, or
Deity, of Lord Krsna. To a materialist,
the Deity appears to be no more than a
statue of wood or stone, but an advanced
transcendentalist, seeing through the
eye of Vedic knowledge, understands
that the Deity is nondifferent from
Krsna Himself and that without worship-
ing the Deity one cannot fully develop
and mature one’s love for God. Because
the form of the Deity is exactly described
in the Vedic scriptures, it is the answer to
all imaginative iconography about the
form of God. By appearing as the Deity,
Krsna frees the conditioned soul from
false ideas that God is impersonal or
void, and by worshiping the Deity, one
learns how to love Krsna and becomes
eligible to go back home, back to
Godhead. When Srila Prabhupada came
before the Deity, he saw not a statue but
Lord Krsna Himself, and with tears of
love in his eyes he bowed down before
Lord Krsna in devotion, considering
himself but a humble servant of the
Deity. The extent of the struggle Srila
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More than one hundred temples like this one
in Toronto (above) now dot the globe. In each
temple, Srila Prabhupada introduced the wor-
ship of Krsna's Deity forms, as here in
Vrndavana, India (right).

Prabhupada personally, willingly under-
took in London and Bombay for the ser-
vice of the Deity is only partially known,
even to his disciples. Srila Prabhupada’s
glories are fully known only to Lord
Krsna Himself. As Krsna becomes in-
creasingly celebrated and the science of
Krsna more fully understood, so too will
the glories of His dearly beloved servant,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

Spiritual Food

Krsna consciousness, Srila Prabhu-
pada would often say, is not dry. Devo-
tees of Krsna are not dry renouncers. To
prove it, Srila Prabhupada introduced
the transcendental art and pleasure of
cooking and eating in Krsna conscious-
ness. He personally showed his disciples
how to cook many varieties of palatable
vegetarian dishes, offer them to the
Supreme Lord, Krsna, for His satisfac-
tion, and then accept the food thus
sanctified as krsna-prasida—the mercy
of Lord Krsna. This was another of $rila
Prabhupada’s transcendental desires:
Let the whole world taste krsna-prasdda!

By eating krsna-prasdda, not only can
one fulfill the demands of the tongue in a
very nice way, but also, as understood
from Bhagavad-gitd, one becomes free
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from the reactions of all past sinful deeds
and makes advancement in spiritual life.
Thus purified, one is released from
dualities and illusions, and one becomes
eligible to render devotional service to
the Supreme Lord. Srila Prabhupida,
therefore, was always pleased to see that
his disciples were eating only krsna-
prasada. On many occasions, he per-
sonally cooked prasdda and then served
the devotees with his own hand. This
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was Srila Prabhupada’s program: chant-
ing, dancing, philosophy, and feasting.
Anyone may come to any of Srila
Prabhupida’s temples and take sump-
tuous krsna-prasdda, and especially on
Sundays each temple invites guests to
enjoy opulent prasdda feasts. Directed by
Srila Prabhupada, many temples have
started prasada restaurants and even
mobile kitchens to distribute the mercy
of Krsna. And in India, where hunger is

dia’s needy.

for many people a very real day-to-day
problem, Srila Prabhupada started
ISKCON Food Relief—a program to dis-
tribute prasdda in massive quantities to
the needy. 4
Even in his final days on earth, Srila
Prabhupdda asked to hear in detail about
how prasdda was being distributed in his
temples, and although he himself was
eating nothing at all and drinking only a
few ounces of fruit juice, he took particu-

The Festival of the Chariots now takes place annually in big
cities like New York (left). Srila Prabhupada also started
ISKCON Food Relief (below) to distribute spiritual food to In-

lar care to see that the devotees and
guests who visited him in Vrndavana
were all fed sumptuous krsna-prasada.

Festivals of
Transcendental Life

Every year since time immemorial,
millions of people have journeyed to In-
dia’s holy city Jagannatha Purl to take
part in a joyous transcendental festival—
Ratha-yatra, the Festival of the
Chariots—to glorify the Lord of the
universe. When Srila Prabhupada was a
small child in Calcutta, he insisted to his
father that he too wanted to celebrate a
Ratha-yatra festival. Thus his father
built him a small cart, and Srila
Prabhupada led his neighborhood
friends in chanting Hare Krsna and
celebrating the festival as their childhood
play. Later in life, when Srila
Prabhupdda became the spiritual master
of the Hare Krsna movement, he led his
disciples in celebrating the same tran-
scendental festival, on a large scale, in
major cities throughout the world—San
Francisco, New York, London, and
many others. Thus he showed how to
give millions of people the opportunity
to chant Hare Krsna, dance in ecstasy,
take krsna-prasada, and begin their
journey back home, back to Godhead.

Every Town and Village

In addition to establishing temples and
festivals in major cities of the world, Srila
Prabhupada also inspired and organized
his disciples to travel from city to city,
town to town, to preach the message of
Krsna everywhere. From American
suburbs to African tribal villages, Srila
Prabhupida’s disciples, following in the
footsteps of their spiritual master, chant
Hare Krsna and distribute literature
about Krsna consciousness for the
benefit of others. Feeling compassion for
those unfortunate souls who had forgot-
ten Krsna, Srila Prabhupada was always
immersed in the mood of the great
devotee Prahlada Maharaja, who once
prayed to the Lord: **O best of great per-
sonalities, I am not at all afraid of
material existence, for wherever [ stay |
am fully absorbed in thoughts of Your
glories and activities. My concern is only
for the fools and rascals who are making
elaborate plans for material happiness
and maintaining their families, societies,
and countries. 1 am simply concerned
with love for them.”
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Science and Art for Purified Senses

We should not think that Srila
Prabhupada was the leader of a sectarian
religion. On the contrary, the principles
taught by Srila Prabhupada were univer-
sal, far transcending the superficial,
man-made boundaries between one
religious sect and another, and even
transcending religion itself. *‘Gold is
natural,”” Srila Prabhupada taught. “We
do not speak of ‘Hindu gold’ or ‘Chris-
tian gold.” Gold is always gold. Similarly,
when we speak of Krsna consciousness,
we refer to the natural pure conscious-
ness lying dormant within the heart of
every living being.”” Srila Prabhupada
didn’t care about the temporary *‘isms”’
of this material world. Rather, he sought
to awaken that dormant spiritual con-
sciousness—unalloyed love of God. Let
our senses be cleansed of all material,
bodily designations, and let the purified
senses be engaged in the service of the
Supreme Lord. This was Srila Prabhu-
pada’s desire.

Thus, far from being a sectarian
religious figure, Srila Prabhupada was
the leader of a cultural movement for the
respiritualization of all human society.
Literature, music, dance, drama, paint-
ing, sculpture, film—all can serve to
purify our senses and awaken and ex-
press our eternal love for Krsna. Srila
Prabhupada was the spiritual master who
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In Indian holy places like Vrndavana

(above), Srila Prabhupada opened special cen-
ters. The Krsna-Balarama Temple and Inter-
national Guesthouse now attracts visitors from
around the world.

taught how this can be done.

And why only the arts? The sciences
also, Srila Prabhupada taught, should be
directed toward the Absolute Truth.
$rila Prabhupada boldly challenged
scientific theories that make matter
alone the basis of everything and fail to
acknowledge a spiritual energy and
supreme controller. Such theories, he
said, were the notions of rascals and
fools. Indeed, he so logically and con-
vincingly presented the science of
spiritual realization that even scientists
stepped forward to become his disciples.
Later, these disciples formed an educa-
tional society of Ph.D.’s—the Bhaktive-
danta Institute—to introduce this Vedic
understanding to their colleagues.

Ideal Life in Harmony
With God and Nature

The spiritual master, as the represen-
tative of the Lord, conveys the Lord’s
instructions and shows how to put them
into practical effect. In the Vedic scrip-
tures, the Supreme Lord perfectly

FHOTO MURALIVADANA DASA

teaches how to live happily in this world
and at the end of life go back home, back
to Godhead. He gives the perfect system
of social organization, known as var-
ndasrama-dharma, and He tells us how to
solve all economic problems simply—by
depending on the natural fertility of the



““Respiritualize all of
human culture” —in-
cluding dance and drama
(lower left), literature,
music, painting,
sculpture, and film—this
was Srila Prabhupada’s
plan. To respiritualize the
sciences, his Ph.D. disci-
ples started the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute (logo at
left) in his honor.

earth and by protecting cows and drink-
ing the milk He’s arranged for them to
give us. Thus Srila Prabhupida, to dem-
onstrate the practical value of ‘‘simple
living and high thinking’’ according to
the Vedic way, established twelve Krsna
conscious farm communities in North
America, South America, Europe,
Australia, and India. There, devotees
work hard in a simple, natural life,
dedicating their thoughts, their words,
and their work to the devotional service
of Krsna. As life in the world’s cities
becomes increasingly hellish, as it surely
will, those who wish to turn away from
their artificial mode of life and return to
the way prescribed by the Lord Himself
will be increasingly grateful to His
Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada for giv-
ing them the chance to do so, not only in
theory but as a working day-by-day
reality.

The Mercy of Krsna in India

The Vedic literature repeatedly
emphasizes the spiritual importance of
India. Since time immemorial, India has
been a center of spiritual knowledge and
culture. From the Vedic scriptures we
understand that in former ages the world
was one unified kingdom, with its capital
in India, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam
tells us that even if spiritual culture
declines, as it has in the present age, in
India it may at any time be very quickly
revived. Srila Prabhupada, therefore,
especially in his last years, devoted great
energy toward revitalizing India’s declin-
ing spiritual culture. He personally trav-
eled in India extensively, from city to
city, always preaching, and started
several branches of his International
Society. In Hyderabad he began a large
farm project, and in Bombay he under-

took the ambitious construction of a
modern Center for Vedic Education and
Culture, including a magnificent temple,
a 450-seat theater, a recording studio, an
extensive Vedic library, a prasdda
restaurant, and a comfortable eight-story
guesthouse.

Throughout India there are also many
sacred places especially favorable for
spiritual advancement, but among them
all, the holy cities Vrndavana and
Mayapur are especially important. In
these places, therefore, Srila Prabhupada
established special centers so that visi-
tors from around the world may go there
to cultivate Krsna consciousness. In
Vrndavana, where Lord Sri Krsna per-
formed His youthfpl pastimes five thou-
sand years ago, Srila Prabhupada es-
tablished the Krsna-Balarama Temple
and International Guesthouse, now a
place of pilgrimage for visitors both from
India and from abroad. And in Sridhdama
Miyapur, the birthplace of Sri Caitanya
Mahéaprabhu, the already completed
guesthouse, temple, and residence
buildings mark the initial stages of
what Srila Prabhupada planned to be a
full-scale Krsna conscious city. When
completed, Srila Prabhupada’s ‘‘Vedic
Planetarium and Temple of Understand-
ing,”” in the center of the city, will be the
largest temple and cultural center in
India. Moreover, the city will set an ideal
example —for India and for the world—
of how society should be organized for a
life of Vedic culture and spiritual
advancement, culminating in Krsna con-
sciousness. This was but another of the
many ways by which Srila Prabhupada
desired to bestow the benediction of
Krsna consciousness—the perfection of
life—upon the people of India, and of the
entire world.

Schools for Self-realization

Looking forward toward the welfare of
future generations, Srila Prabhupada
also reestablished the age-old gurukula
system of education, by which a child
learns early in life how to control his
senses, fix his mind upon Krsna, and
make his whole life successful in
spiritual values. The human form of life,
Srila Prabhupiada taught, is a rare gift,
and although it is short, it offers one the
greatest opportunity—the chance to go
back home, back to Godhead. Srila
Prabhupada therefore established guru-
kula schools around the world, and
especially in Vrndavana, to enable
children to take full advantage of this
great opportunity. Srila Prabhupada had
great affection for his gurukula children,
as they had great affection for him. Much
earlier in his life, Srila Prabhupada was a
Krsna conscious child, and later he most
kindly attended to the Krsna conscious
children of the present—and the future.

Conclusion

~ In many wonderful and varied ways,
Srila Prabhupada worked to bestow upon
the world the benediction of Krsna con-
sciousness. Yet perhaps his greatest con-
tribution was the personal change he
brought about in the hearts of his disci-
ples. The joy and purity of Srila
Prabhupada’s disciples, their dedication,
and their freedom from sinful life —these
are outward signs. But the inner grati-
tude each disciple feels to his spiritual
master for having changed the course of
his life is practically inexpressible. We
can best echo the words of the great
devotee Prahlada, who prayed to the
Lord: ““My dear Lord, O Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, because of my as-
sociation with material desires, one after
another, 1 was gradually falling into a
blind well full of snakes, following the
general populace. But Your servant, my
spiritual master, kindly accepted me as
his disciple and instructed me how to
achieve the transcendental position.
Therefore, my first duty is to serve him.
How could I leave his service?”’

Srila Prabhupada factually rescued his
disciples from the materialistic life of
today’s misdirected world and led them
on the path back home, back to Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Now, Srila Prabhupada himself has left
this world and gone back to the spiritual
world of Krsna. Yet although physically
His Divine Grace is no longer with us,
he lives eternally by his instructions, by
the movement he began, and by the
memory of his personal example of how
to serve Krsna in unalloyed love and
devotion. G
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REMEMBERING SRILA PRABHUPADA

An interview with his personal secretary, Tamala Krsna Gosvami.

BACK TO GODHEAD: As Srila Prabhu-
pada’s personal secretary, you came to
know him quite intimately. Most of Srila
Prabhupida’s disciples have only seen
him seated on his vvdsdasana giving a for-
mal lecture. And, of course, there are
millions of people around the world who
have read Srila Prabhupada’s books but
never seen him. But I think you can give
our readers a very personal glimpse of
what Srila Prabhupada was like. Now,
my first question is, what one thing
pleased Srila Prabhupédda more than any-
thing else?

Tamala Krsna Gosvami: What pleased
Srila Prabhupada most was a willingness
to serve Krsna. Whenever he could
detect within a person a willingness to
engage in the service of Krsna, that
pleased him more than anything else. He
would simply look for that quality in
each person, no matter how hidden it
was. If he saw even the slightest spark in
anyone, Srila Prabhupada would be
pleased. Sometimes | or another disciple
could not see any spark of Krsna con-
sciousness within a particular person, so
we wouldn’t want him to talk with Srila
Prabhupida and waste Prabhupada’s
time. But Srila Prabhupdda would seem
to push us aside, bring the person close,
and engage him in Krsna consciousness.
In fact, Srila Prabhupada’s greatness was
such that even if a person had practically
no Krsna consciousness, somehow Srila
Prabhupida would engage him in service
to Krsna, or at least make him favorable
to the Krsna consciousness movement.
BTG: Now, on the other hand, maybe
you could tell us what displeased Srila
Prabhupida. Did you ever see him
angry?

Tamala Krsna Gosvami: Yes. Some-
times Srila Prabhupida would become
very angry if a disciple would disobey his
instructions. Of course, this was not
ordinary anger; because disobedience to
the spiritual master’s order causes the
disciple to lose his spiritual standing,
Srila Prabhupida, out of love, would be-
come angry at the disobedient disciple.
But apart from that, Prabhupada would
not very often become angry.

Also, during the years Srila Prabhu-
pada spent traveling to preach around
the world, he used to preach to anyone
and everyone he met. Sometimes during
those years, I saw Srila Prabhupada be-
come angry at certain persons who came
to visit him or attended his lectures. You
see, those people were all potential devo-
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tees, and Srila Prabhupada wanted to
defeat their nonsensical philosophies
and arguments, so he would become
angry. But his anger was always compas-
sionate, just like the anger of a father
and mother toward their naughty child
who is doing something that will hurt
him. That anger is actually love.

BTG: In the talk you gave earlier, you
eulogized Srila Prabhupada as ‘‘a
beautiful devotee.”” Would you elaborate
on that.

Tamala Krsna Gosvami: Yes. If some-
one wants o understand what Srila
Prabhupada was like, he should read
about Krsna’s intimate devotees and
associates in transcendental books like
Nectar of Devotion and Krsna. Actually,
Srila Prabhupada manifested all the

qualities of the eternal associates of

Krsna. His humor was completely
sublime, his compassion was sublime
and transcendental. Courage, com-
petitiveness—all the qualities we read
about in Krsna and Nectar of Devotion
were manifested in Srila Prabhupida. He
was the living embodiment of Krsna—
Krsna’s representative. We learned
about Krsna by seeing Srila Prabhupada.
And we learned to believe in Krsna by
seeing Prabhupada, because we could
see that here was a person who had ac-
tually come from the spiritual world to
be among us. So ‘“‘beautiful devotee™

means that he was a pure devotee of

Lord Krsna, with all transcendental,
beautiful qualities. Srila Prabhupida
called a chapter of one of his books
“Wonderful Krsna.”” And Srila Prabhu-
pida was Krsna’s representative—so,
“‘wonderful Prabhupada.”’ Everything
he did was wonderful. Everything. All
the qualities possessed by the greatest
personalities were present in Srila

Prabhupida to a wonderful degree.
BTG: Could you think of some incident
that closely reveals Srila Prabhupada’s
character?

Tamaila Krspa Gosvami: Well, what
stands out the most in my mind right
now is how in the last few months Srila
Prabhupada constantly asked to be
allowed to pass away peacefully, and
then how he repeatedly yielded to our re-
quests for him to please stay with us. Our
relationship with Srila Prabhupada as
disciples has always been one of total
obedience to his orders and desires. As
his menial servants, we weren’t in any
position to deny his requests or insist on
having things our way. Yet at the end,
Srila Prabhupada seemed to be expecting
exactly that from his personal servants.
And he responded lovingly to our affec-
tionate requests that he not leave us,
that he please stay with us longer.

But first he brought us to the point of
complete despair: he stopped all doctors
and medicines and told us, *“*So now
there is nothing left for me to do but
die.”” This brought within us such a great
anxiety that we just begged him,
“Please, Srila Prabhupada, we need you.
Please stay with us.”” And when the in-
tensity of our appeal reached a high
enough level, then he said, **All right, |
won’t leave. Let the doctor come. I'll
stay with you.”” He did this several times
during the last few months.

Finally I could understand that he was
deepening our affection for him. After
the last time he dealt with us like that, |
told him, **First you bring us to the point
of utter despair, and then you give us
relief by agreeing to remain with us. But
this is simply deepening our affection
for you.” And Srila Prabhupada calmly
replied, **That is my duty.” It was
clear—he was teaching us how to love
him, and thereby how to love Krsna.

In fact, that’s how we have to under-
stand Srila Prabhupada’s last few months
with us. Physically, he didn’t really do
much. He translated some, but only a
very little. He didn’t open any new tem-
ples. He didn’t give any lectures. In fact,
he hardly left his room. He simply lay on
his bed. But he was giving all his disci-
ples an opportunity to approach him, to
render very intimate service to him, and
to deepen their affection and love for
him. And that was actually the purpose.

He told me, **I want to travel around
the world one more time. If | can visit

(continued on page 32)



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
e Beadfied Sosy of the Forsonalisy of Jodbead

Srimad-Bhagavatam is “‘the cream of the Vedic literatures’” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago, the great
sage Krgna Dvaipayana Vyasa compiled this written record of Lord Krsna's pastimes and loving relationships
with His devotees. Thanks to this English translation, with commentary, by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, we can learn how to achieve peace, prosperity, and friendship around the common
cause of devotional service to Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. . .. At this point in the continuing
presentation of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Arjuna (Lord Krsna’s friend and the hero of Bhagavad-gitd) is visiting Lord
Krgna in Dvaraki. Arjuna wants to know what will happen now that he and the other Pandava brothers have
defeated the sons of Dhrtaréstra in the Battle of Kuruksetra. Meanwhile Yudhisthira, the eldest Pandava and the
newly crowned king, is feeling perplexed. Seeing all sorts of ill omens, he fears that Lord Krsna has departed

from the world.

First Canto

“Creation”

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

The Disappearance of Lord Krsna

(continued from previous issue)

TEXT 2 :
sdftam: s TR TS |
Txd et R e 1)

vyatitah katicin masds
tadd nayat tato 'junah

dadarsa ghora-ripani
nimittani kuridvahah

vyatitah—after passing; katicit—a few; mdsah—months; tadz—at
that time; na dyat—did not return; tatah—from there; arjunah—Ar-
juna; dadaria—observed; ghora —fearful; ripdni—appearances; nimit-
tani—various causes; kuru-udvehah—Mahirija Yudhisthira.

TRANSLATION

A few months passed, and Arjuna did not return. Maharija
Yudhigthira then began to observe some inauspicious omens,
which were fearful in themselves.

PURPORT

Lord Sri Krsna the Supreme Personality of Godhead is ad infinitum,
more powerful than the most powerful sun of our experience. Millions
and billions of suns are created by Him and annihilated by Him within
His one breathing period. In the material world the sun is considered to
be the source of all productivity and material energy, and only due to the
sun can we have the necessities of life. Therefore, during the personal
presence of the Lord on the earth, all paraphernalia for our peace and

prosperity, especially religion and knowledge, were in full display be-
cause of the Lord’s presence, just as there is a full flood of light in the

presence of the glowing sun. Maharaja Yudhisthira observed some dis-
crepancies in his kingdom, and therefore he became very anxious ahout
Arjuna, who was long absent, and there was also no news about
Dviraka's well-being. He suspected the disappearance of Lord Krsna,
otherwise there would have been no possibility of fearful omens.

TEXT 3

wod 9 aft Azt Avdwgatio: |
qrfieret ot a1t PSR 2

kalasya ca gatirh raudram
viparyastartu-dharminah

paptyasirh nrndm vartam
krodha-lobhdnriatmanam

kalasya—of eternal time; ca—also; gatim—direction; raudrim—
fearful; wviparyasta—reversed; riu—seasonal; dharminah—regu-
larities; pdpiyasim—sinful; nrnam—of the human being; varam—
means of livelihood; krodha—anger; lobha—greed; anrta—falsehood;
dtmanam—of the people.

TRANSLATION

He saw that the direction of eternal time had changed, and this
was very fearful. There were disruptions in the seasonal
regularities. The people in general had become very greedy, angry
and deceitful. And he saw that they were adopting foul means of
livelihood.

PURPORT

When civilization is disconnected from the loving relation of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, symptoms like changes of seasonal
regulations, foul means of livelihood, greed, anger and fraudulence
become rampant. The change of seasonal regulations refers to one
season’s atmosphere becoming manifest in another season—for example
the rainy season’s being transferred to autumn, or the fructification of
fruits and flowers from one season in another season. A godless man is
invariably greedy, angry and fraudulent. Such a man can earn his liveli-
hood by any means, black or white. During the reign of Mahardja
Yudhisthira, all the above symptoms were conspicuous by their absence.
But Mahdrdja Yudhisthira was astonished to experience even a slight
change in the godly atmosphere of his kingdom, and at once he suspected
the disappearance of the Lord. Foul means of livelihood implies deviation
from one’s occupational duty. There are prescribed duties for everyone,
such as the brahmana, ksatriya, vaiSya and §idm, but anyone who devi-
ates from his prescribed duty and declares another’s duty to be his own is
following a foul and improper duty. A man becomes too greedy for
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218 Srimad-Bhagavatam

wealth and power when he has no higher objective in life and when he
thinks that this earthly life of a few years is all in all. Ignorance is the
cause for all these anomalies in human society, and to remove this ig-
norance, especially in this age of degradation, the powerful sun is there
to distribute light in the shape of Srimad-Bhdgavatam.

TEXT 4
fremmt sTaEd el = diggy |
fReaEgEETaEETIE T Fewag 11 8 |

jihma-prayarh vyavahrtam
sathya-misrarh ca sauhrdam

pitr-matr-suhrd-bhratr-
dam-patindm ca kalkanam

jihma-prayam—cheating; vyavahrtam—in all ordinary transactions;
sathya—duplicity; misram—adulterated in; cz—and; sauhrdam—
regarding friendly well-wishers; pitr—father; mitr—regarding the
mother; suhrt—well-wishers; bhratr—one’s own brother: dam-
patinam—regarding husband and wife; ca—also; kalkanam—mutual

quarrel.

TRANSLATION

All ordinary transactions and dealings became polluted with
cheating, even between friends. And in familial affairs, there was
always misunderstanding between fathers, mothers and sons, be-
tween well-wishers, and between brothers. Even between husband
and wife there was always strain and quarrel.

PURPORT

A conditioned living being is endowed with four principles of
malpractice, namely errors, insanity, inability and cheating. These are
signs of imperfection, and out of the four the propensity to cheat others
is most prominent. And this cheating practice is there in the conditioned
souls hecause the conditioned souls are primarily in the material world
imbued with an unnatural desire to lord it over the material world. A liv-
ing being in his pure state is not conditioned by the laws because in his
pure state he is conscious that a living being is eternally subservient to
the Supreme Being, and thus it is always good for him to remain subser-
vient, instead of falsely trying to lord it over the property of the Supreme
Lord. In the conditioned state the living being is not satisfied even if he
actually becomes the lord of all that he surveys, which he never becomes,
and therefore he becomes the victim of all kinds of cheating, even with
his nearest and most intimate relations. In such an unsatisfactory state of
affairs, there is no harmony, even between father and sons or between
husband and wife. But all these contending difficulties can be mitigated
by one process, and that is the devotional service of the Lord. The world
of hypocrisy can be checked only by counteraction through devotional
service to the Lord and nothing else. Maharaja Yudhisthira, having ob-
served the disparities, conjectured the disappearance of the Lord from
the earth.

TEXT 5

FrfriteT= 1 g T |
ST TEATES 39 (U
nimittany atyaristani
kile tv anugate nrnam
lobhady-adharma-prakrtim
drstvovdcdnujarih nrpah

16 BACK TO GODHEAD

[Canto 1, Ch. 14

nimittani—causes; ati—very serious; aristani—bad omens; kile—in
course of time; tu—but; anugate—passing away; nrndm—of humanity
at large; lobha-adi—such as greed; adharma—irreligious; prakrtim—
habits; drstva—having observed; uvdca—said; anujam—younger
brother; rrpah—the King.

- TRANSLATION
In course of time it came to pass that people in general became
accustomed to greed, anger, pride, etc. Maharaja Yudhisthira, ob-
serving all these omens, spoke to his younger brother.

PURPORT
Such a pious king as Mahardja Yudhisthira at once became perturbed
when there were such inhuman symptoms as greed, anger, irreligiosity
and hypocrisy rampant in society. It appears from this statement that all
these symptoms of degraded society were unknown to the people of the
time, and it was astonishing for them to have experienced them with the
advent of the Kali-yuga, or the age of quarrel.

TEXT 6
gfafer 399

ARG gt freuRegie |
T1d T TTeRE r  RAE 1 & 1)

yudhisthira uvdca
sampresito dvdrakdydm
jisnur bandhu-didrksaya
jAdturh ca punya-slokasya

krsnasya ca vicestitam

yudhisthirah uvdca—Mahiraja Yudhisthira said; sampresitah—has
gone 1lo; dvdrakdyam—Dvaraka; jisnuh—Arjuna; bandhu—friends;
didrksaya—for the sake of meeting; jAdtum—to know; ca—also;
punya-§lokasya——of the Personality of Godhead; krsnasya—of Lord Sri
Krsna; ca—and; vicestitam —program of work.

TRANSLATION
Mahiraja Yudhisthira said to his younger brother Bhimasena, |
sent Arjuna to Dvaraka to meet his friends and to learn from the
Personality of Godhead Krsna of His program of work.

TEXT 7
TN WEGAT A WA qEEe |
AW & I TR FIEASET 119 ||

gatah saptadhuna masé
bhimasena tavanujah

nayati kasya vd hetor
nahari vededam aiijasa

gatdh—has gone; sapta—seven; adhund—to date; mdsah—months;
bhimasena—0Q Bhimasena; tfava—your; anujah—younger brother;
na—does not; dyati—come back; kasya—for what; vé—or; hetoh—
reason; na—not; aham—I; veda—know; idam—this; afjasd—fac-
tually.
TRANSLATION

Since he departed, seven months have passed, yet he has not
returned. I do not know factually how things are going there.
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TEXT 8

IR xafimRe:  « s@isageiEE: |
TEASFARIE  AIEagaiil < |l

api devarsinadistah
sa kalo ’yam upasthitah

yaddtmano ‘nigam dakridamn
bhagavdn utsisrksati

api—whether; deva-rsini—by the demigod-saint (Nirada);
adistah—instructed; sah—that; kalah—eternal time; ayam-—this;
upasthitah—arrived; yodd—when; dtmanah—of His own self;
angam—plenary portion; akridam—manifestation; bhagawvdn—the
Personality of Godhead; utsisrksati—is going to quit.

TRANSLATION
Is He going to quit His earthly pastimes, as Devarsi Narada indi-
cated? Has that time already arrived?

PURPORT

As we have discussed many times, the Supreme Personality of God-
head Lord Sri Krspa has many plenary expansions, and each and every
one of them, although equally powerful, executes different functions. In
Bhagavad-gita there are different statements by the Lord, and each of
these statements is meant for different plenary portions or portions of
the plenary portions. For example, Sri Krsna, the Lord, says in
Bhagavad-gita:

*“Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O de-
scendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of irreligion—at that time I
descend Myself.” (Bg. 4.7)

*“To deliver the faithful, to annihilate the miscreants and also to re-
?stahlish}lhe principles of occupational duty, I appear in every age.”

Bgz. 4.8

“If I should cease to work, then all humanity would be misdirected.
would also be the cause of creating unwanted population, and 1 would
thereby destroy the peace of all sentient beings.” (Bg. 3.24)

“Whatever action a great man performs, common men will follow.
And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pur-
sues.” (Bg. 3.21)

All the above statements by the Lord apply to different plenary por-
tions of the Lord, namely His expansions such as Sankarsana, Vasudeva,
Pradyumna, Aniruddha and Nardyana. These are all He Himself in dif-
ferent transcendental expansions, and still the Lord as 8ri Krsna func-
tions in a different sphere of transcendental exchange with different
grades of devotees. And yet Lord Krsna as He is appears once every
twenty-four hours of Brahma’s time (or after a lapse of 8,640,000,000
solar yeara) in each and every universe, and all His transcendental
pastimes are displayed in each and every universe in a routine spool. But
in that routine spool the functions of Lord Krsna, Lord Vasudeva, etc.,
are complex problems for the layman. There is no difference between the
Lord’s Self and the Lord's transcendental body. The expansions execute
differential activities. When the Lord, however, appears in His person as
Lord i Kysna, His other plenary portions also join in Him by His incon-
ceivable potency called yogamdyd, and thus the Lord Kisna of
Vrndivana is different from the Lord Krsna of Mathurd or the Lord
Krsna of Dvaraka. The vird¢-ripa of*Lord Krsna is also different from
Him, by His inconceivable potency. The virdt-riapa exhibited on the Bat-
tlefield of Kuruksetra is the material conception of His form, Therefore
it should be understood that when Lord Krsna was apparently killed by
the bow and arrow of the hunter, the Lord left His so-called material
body in the material world. The Lord is kaivalya, and for Him there is no

difference between matter and spirit because everything is created from
Him. Therefore His quitting one sort of body or accepting another body
does not mean that He is like the ordinary living being. All such ac-
tivities are simultaneously one and different by His inconceivable
potency. When Mahardja Yudhisthira was lamenting the possibility of
His disappearance, it was just in pursuance of a custom of lamenting the
disappearance of a great friend, but factually the Lord never quits His
transcendental body, as is misconceived by less intelligent prrsons. Such
less intelligent persons have been condemned by the Lord Himself in
Bhagavad-gita, and they are known as the midhas. That the Lord left
His body means that He left again His plenary portions in the respective
dhamas (transcendental abodes), as He left His virgf-riipa in the ma-
terial world.

TEXT 9
T TSI R A0 § q: |
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yasmdn nah sampado rajyam
darah prandh kularh prajah
dsan sapatna-vijayo
lokas ca yad-anugrahdt

yasmat—from whom; nah—our; sampadah—opulence; rdjyam—
kingdom; dardh—good wives; prandh—existence of life; kulam—
dynasty; prajah—subjects; d@san—have become possible; sapatna—
competitors; vijayah—conquering; lokdh—future accommodation in
higher planets; ca—and; yat—by whose; anugrahat—by the mercy of.

TRANSLATION
From Him only, all our kingly opulence, good wives, lives, pro-
geny, control over our subjects, victory over our enemies, and
future accommodations in higher planets have become possible.
All this is due to His causeless mercy upon us.

PURPORT

Material prosperity consists of a good wife, good home, sufficient land,
good children, aristocratic family relations, victory over competitors and,
by pious work, attainment of accommodations in the higher celestial
planets for better facilities of material amenities. These facilities are
earned not only by one’s hard manual labor or by unfair means, but by
the mercy of the Supreme Lord. Prosperity earned by one’s personal en-
deavor also depends on the merey of the Lord. Personal labor must be
there in addition to the Lord's benediction, but without the Lord’s
benediction no one is successful simply by personal labor. The mod-
ernized man of Kali-yuga believes in personal endeavor and denies the
benediction of the Supreme Lord. Even a great sannyasi of India
delivered speeches in Chicago protesting the benedictions of the Supreme
Lord. But as far as Vedic dstras are concerned, as we find in the pages of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, the ultimate sanction for all success rests in the
hands of the Supreme Lord. Mahirija Yudhisthira admits this truth in
his personal success, and it behooves one to follow in the footsteps of a
great king and devotee of the Lord to make life a full success. If one
could achieve success without the sanction of the Lord then no medical
practitioner would fail to cure a patient. Despite the most advanced treat-
ment of a suffering patient by the most up-to-date medical practitioner,
there is death, and even in the most hopeless case, without medical treat-
ment, a patient is cured astonishingly. Therefore the conclusion is that
God’s sanction is the immediate cause for all happenings, good or bad.
Any successful man should feel grateful to the Lord for all he has
achieved.
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TEXT 10

TRV f=qwg Hid, SRR |
grom dedisgued W gfgHET  ngel

pasyoipatan nara-vydghra
divydan bhauman sadaihikan

ddrundn samsato ‘dirad
bhayar no buddhi-mohanam

pasya—just see; ufpdtdn—disturbances; nara-vydghra—0O man of
tigerlike strength; divyan—happenings in the sky or by planetary in-
fluence; bhaumar —happenings on the earth; sa-daihikan—happenings
of the body and the mind; darungn—awfully dangerous; §arisatah—in-
dicating; adiirdt—in the near future; bhayam—danger; nah-—our;
buddhi—intelligence; mohanam—deluding.

TRANSLATION

Just see, O man with a tiger’s strength, how many miseries due
to celestial influences, earthly reactions and bodily pains—all very
dangerous in themselves —are forboding danger in the near future
by deluding our intelligence.

PURPORT

Material advancement of civilization means advancement of the reac-
tions of the threefold miseries due to celestial influence, earthly reactions
and bodily or mental pains. By the celestial influence of the stars there
are many calamities like excessive heat, cold, rains or no rains, and the
after-effects are famine, disease and epidemic. The aggregate result is
agony of the body and the mind. Man-made material science cannot do
anything to counteract these threefold miseries. They are all punish-
ments from the superior energy of maya under the direction of the
Supreme Lord. Therefore our constant touch with the Lord by devotional
service can give us relief without our being disturbed in the discharge of
our human duties. The asuras, however, who do not believe in the exis-
tence of God, make their own plans to counteract all these threefold mis-
eries, and so they meet with failures every time. The Bkagamd-gxld
(7.14) clearly states that the reaction of material energy is never to be
conquered, because of the binding effects of the three modes. They can
simply be overcome by one who surrenders fully in devotion under the
lotus feet of the Lord.

TEXT 11

SAfGRT W AR T 99
%ﬂwﬁ@mmf‘aﬁﬁwnzzn

itrv-aksi-bdhavo mahyam
sphuranty anga punah punah
vepathus capi hrdaye
drad ddsyanti vipriyam

iru—thighs; aksi—eyes; bahavah—the arms; mahyam—in my;
sphuranti—quivering; ariga—ieft side of the body; punah punah—
again and again; vepathuh—palpitations; ca—also; api—certainly;
hrdaye—in the heart; arat—due to fear; dasyanti—indicating;

vipriyam—undesirables.

TRANSLATION

‘The left side of my body, my thighs, arms and eyes are all
quivering again and again. I am having heart palpitations due to
fear. All this indicates undesirable happenings.
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PURPORT

Material existence is full of undesirables. Things we do not want are
forced upon us by some superior energy, and we do not see that these un-
desirables are under the grip of the three modes of material nature.
When a man’s eyes, arms and thighs all quiver constantly, one must
know that something is going to happen which is undesirable. These un-
desirables are compared to fire in a forest. No one goes into the forest to
set fires, but fires automatically take place in the forest, creating incon-
ceivable calamities for the living beings of the forest. Such a fire cannot
be extinguished by any human efforts. The fire can be extinguished only
by the mercy of the Lord, who sends clouds to pour water on the forest.
Similarly, undesirable happenings in life cannot be checked by any num-
ber of plans. Such miseries can be removed only by the mercy of the
Lord, who sends His bona fide representatives to enlighten human beings
and thus save them from all calamities.

TEXT 12

iteREmEEeT |
AME  ARANSTARATHRT 1191

Sivaisodyantam ddityam
abhirauty analénana
mdm anga sdrameyo ‘yam
abhirebhaty abhiruvat

§ivd—jackal; esa—this; udyantam—rising; adityam—unto the sun;
abhi—towards; rauti—crying; anala—fire; dnand—face; mam—unto
me; anga—O Bhima; sdarameyah—dog; ayam—this; abhirebhati—
barks towards; abhiru-vat—without fear.

TRANSLATION

Just see, O Bhima, how the she-jackal cries at the rising sun and
vomits fire, and how the dog barks at me fearlessly.

PURPORT

These are some bad omens indicating something undesirable in the
near future.

TEXT 13

g fea A &4 Sy qgIsT |
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Sastah kurvanti mdri savyarn
daksinarh pasavo ‘pare

vahars ca purusa-vydghra
laksaye rudato mama

$astah—useful animals like the cow; kurvanti—are keeping; mam—
me; savyam—on the left; daksinam—circumambulating; pasavah
apare—other lower animals like asses; vahan—the horses (carriers);
ca—also; purusa-vydghra—Q tiger among men; laksaye—I see;
rudatah—weeping; mama—of mine.

TRANSLATION

O Bhimasena, tiger amongst men, now useful animals like cows
are passing me on my left side, and lower animals like the asses are
circumambulating me. My horses appear to weep upon seeing me.
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TEXT 14
TP TN T |
RS FEANAY  IgFafesa: 12el

mrtyu-ditah kapoto 'yam
ulithah kampayan manah

pratyulitkas ca kuhvanair
visvar vai Sinyam icchatah

mrtyu—death; diitah—messenger of; kapotah—pigeon; ayam—this;
ulizkah—owl; kampayan—trembling; manah—mind; pratyulikah—
the rivals of owls (crows); ca—and; kuhvénaih—shrieking scream;
visvam —the cosmos; vai—either; §inyam—void; icchatah—wishing.

TRANSLATION

Just see! This pigeon is like a messenger of death. The shrieks
of the owls and their rival crows make my heart tremble. It appears
that they want to make a void of the whole universe.

TEXT 15
o R afte: wvaa o amihn |
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dhamra disak paridhayah
kampate bhih sahadribhik
nirghdta$ ca maharns tata
s@karh ca stanayitnubhih
dhamrah—smoky; disah—all directions; paridhayah—encirclement;
kampate—throbbing; bhith—the earth; saha adribhih—along with the
hills and mountains; nirghdtah—bolt from the blue; ca—also; mahdn—
very great; tita—O Bhima; sakam—with; ca—also; stanayitnubhih—
thundering sound without any cloud.

TRANSLATION

Just see how the smoke encircles the sky. It appears that the
earth and mountains are throbbing. Just hear the cloudless
thunder and see the bolts from the blue.

TEXT 16

ity @eerdt e fgse: |
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vayur vati khara-spario
rajasd visrjarhs tamah
asrg varsanti jolada
bibhatsam iva sarvatah
v@yuh—wind; vati—blowing; khara-spariah—sharply; rajasa—by
the dust; visrjan—creating; tamah—darkness; asrk—blood; varsanti—
are raining; jaladdh—the clouds; bibhatsam—disastrous; iva—like;
sarvatah—everywhere.
TRANSLATION

The wind blows violently, blasting dust everywhere and creating
darkness. Clouds are raining everywhere with bloody disasters.

TEXT 17
ol ot ™ T e RfY
wgodais] @ A 1Rl
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siryam hata-prabham pasya
graha-mardam mitho divi

sasankulair bhiita-ganair
jvalite iva rodasi

siryam—the sun; hata-prabham—its rays declining; pasya—just
see; graha-mardam—clashes of the stars; mithah—among one another;
divi—in the sky; sa-sarikulaih—being mixed with; bhita-ganaih—by
the living entities; jvalite—being ignited; iva—as if; rodasi—crying,

TRANSLATION

The rays of the sun are declining, and the stars appear to be
fighting amongst themselves. Confused living entities appear to be
ablaze and weeping.

TEXT 18

T 5 g aufa g |
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nadyo nadas ca ksubhitah
sardrisi ca mandrhsi ca
na jvalaty agnir djyena
kalo ’yarr kirh vidhasyati
nadyah—rivers; nadah ca—and the tributaries; ksubhitah—all per-
turbed; sardrmsi—reservoirs of water; ca—and; mandrmsi—the mind;
ca—also; na—does not; jvalati—ignite; agnih—fire; djyena—with the
help of butter; kalah—the time; ayam—extraordinary it is; kim—
what; vidhdsyati—going to happen.

TRANSLATION
Rivers, tributaries, ponds, reservoirs and the mind are all per-
turbed. Butter no longer ignites fire. What is this extraordinary
time? What is going to happen?

TEXT 19
a feafe & qeaa qufer = 7w |
WD T T IR AR 1290
na pibanti stanam vatsa
na duhyanti ca méatarah
rudanty asru-mukha gavo
na hrsyanty rsabha vraje
na—does not; pibanti—suck; stanam—breast; vatsah—the calves;
na—do net; duhyanti—allow milking; ca—also; materah—the cows;
rudanti—crying; asru-mukhah—with a tearful face; gavah—the cows;
na—do not; hrsyanti—take pleasure; rsabhah—the bulls; vraje—in the
pasturing ground.
TRANSLATION
The calves do not suck the teats of the cows, nor do the cows
give milk. They are standing, crying, tears in their eyes, and the
bulls take no pleasure in the pasturing grounds.

TEXT 20

et e R geefa 9
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daivetdni rudantiva
svidyanti hy uccalanti ca
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ime jana-pada gramah
purodydnakarasramah

bhrasta-sriyo niranandsh
kim aghamh dar§ayanti nah

daivatani—the Deities in the temples; rudanti—seem to he erying;
wa—like that; svidyanti—perspiring; hi—certainly; uccalanti—as if
going out; ca—also; ime—these; jana-padah—cities; gramah—
villages; pura—towns; udyana—gardens; akara—mines; asramah—
hermitages, etc.; bhrasta—devoid of; sriyah—beauty; niranandah—
bereft of all happiness; kim—what sort of; agham —calamities; dar-
Sayanti=shall manifest; nah—to us,

TRANSLATION
The Deities seem to be crying in the temple, lamenting and
perspiring. They seem about to leave. All the cities, villages,
towns, gardens, mines and hermitages are now devoid of beauty
and bereft of all happiness. I do not know what sort of calamities
are now awaiting us.

TEXT 21
T oiugeRd W 9 |
Ageeifg sdadtom 120
manya etair mahotpatair
nanarh bhagavatah padaih

ananya-purusa-sribhir
hina bhar hata-saubhaga

manye—TI take it for granted; etaih—hy all these; maha—great; ut-
pataih—upsurges; nanam—for want of; bhagavatah—of the Per-
sonality of Godhead; padaih—the marks on the sole of the foot:
ananya—extraordinary; purusa—of the Supreme Personality;
Sribhih—by the auspicious signs; hina—dispossessed; bhizh—the earth:
hata-saubhaga—without the fortune.

TRANSLATION

I think that all these earthly disturbances indicate some greater
loss to the good fortune of the world. The world was fortunate to
have been marked with the footprints of the lotus feet of the Lord.
These signs indicate that this will no longer be.

TEXT 22

i fmew fdn S |
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iti cintayatas tasya
drstdristena celasd@
rdjfiah pratyagamad brahman
yadu-puryah kapi-dhvajah

sti—thus; cintayatah—while thinking to himself; tasya—he; drsta—
by ohserving; aristena—bad omens; cetasd—by the mind; rgjiah—the
King; prati—back; dgamat—came; brahman—0 brahmana; yadu-
puryah—from the kingdom of the Yadus; kapi-dhvajah—Arjuna.

TRANSLATION
O Brihmana Saunaka, while Maharaja Yudhisthira, observing
the inauspicious signs on the earth at that time, was thus thinking
to himself, Arjuna came back from the city of the Yadus [Dvaraka].
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TEXT 23
§ R |
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tarn padayor nipatitam
ayatha-parvam dturam

adho-vadanam ab-bindin
srjantari nayanabjayoh

tam—him (Arjuna); padayoh—at the feet; nipatitam—bowing
down; ayatha-piarvam—unprecedented; aturam—dejected: adhah-
vadanam—downward face; ap-bindiin—drops of water; srjantam—cre-
ating: nayana-abjayoh—from the lotuslike eyes.

TRANSLATION
When he bowed at his feet, the King saw that his dejection was
unprecedented. His head was down, and tears glided from his lotus
eyes.

TEXT 24

frewfamen e 39 |
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vilokyodvigna-hrdayo
vicchayam anujam nrpah

prechati sma suhrn madhye
samsmaran naraderitam

vilokya—hy seeing; udvigna—anxious; hrdayah—heart; vicchdyam
—pale appearance; anujam— Arjuna; nrpah—the King; prechati sma—
asked; suhrt—friends: madhye—amongst; samsmaran—remembering;
ndrado—Sage Nirada; fritam—indicated by.

TRANSLATION
Seeing Arjuna pale due to heartfelt anxieties, the King, remem-
bering the indications of the sage Narada, questioned him in the
midst of friends.

TEXT 25
IfefEe garv
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yudhisthira uvdca
kaccid anarta-puryam nah
sva-jandh sukham dsate
madhu-bhoja-dasarharha-
satvatandhaka-vrsnayah

yudhisthirah uvaca—Yudhisthira said; kaccit—whether; anarta-
puryam—of Dvaraka; nah—our; sva-jandh—relatives; sukham—hap-
pily; asate—are passing their days; madhu—Madhu; bhoja—Bhoja;
dasarha—Dasarha;  arha—Arha; sd@tvata—Satvata; andhaka—
Andhaka; vrsnayah—of the family of Vrsni.

TRANSLATION

Mahiraja Yudhisthira said: My dear brother, please tell me
whether our friends and relatives, such as Madhu, Bhoja, Daéarha,
Arha, Sitvata, Andhaka and the members of the Yadu family are all
passing their days in happiness.
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TEXT 26
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IS WIS WrEFIAMRGg: (18)

stiro matamahah kaccit
svasty dste vatha mdrisah

matulah sanujah kaccit
kusaly anakadundubhih

§iirah—Sarasena; matdmahah—maternal grandfather; kaccit—
whether; svasti—all good; dste—passing his days; vdi—or; atha—
therefore; marisah—respectful; matulah—maternal uncle; sa-anu-
jah—with his younger brothers; kaccit—whether; kusali—all well;
anaka-dundubhih—Vasudeva.

TRANSLATION
Is my respectable grandfather Siirasena in a happy mood? And
are my maternal uncle Vasudeva and his younger brothers all
doing well?

TEXT 27
Y TR G TETRRT: |
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sapta sva-saras tat-painyo
matuldnyah sahatmajah
dsate sasnusah ksemam

devaki-pramukhéah svayam

sapta—seven; sva-sarah—own sisters; tai-patnyah—his wives;
madtuldnyah—maternal aunts; saha—along with; dtma-jah—sons and
grandsons; dsate—are all; sasnusgh-—with their daughters-in-law;
ksemam—happiness;  devaki—Devaki; pramukhdh—headed by;
svayam—personally.

TRANSLATION

His seven wives, headed by Devaki, are all sisters. Are they and
their sons and daughters-in-law all happy?

TEXTS 28-29

RS s W |
KT GEAsHQ SURIIRER: 11
IEY e A 9 gIhEEa: |
HETE g6 T AR AR g 1R

kaccid rajahuko jivaty
asat-putro ‘sya canujah

hrdikah sasuto 'kriiro
jayanta-gada-sarandh

asate kusalarm kaccid
ye ca Satrujid-adayah
kaccid aste sukham ramo
bhagavan satvatari prabhuh

kaccit—whether; raja—the King; ahukah—another name of
Ugrasena; jivati—still living; asat—mischievous; putrah—son; asya—
his; ca—also; anujah—younger brother; hrdikah—Hrdika; sa-sutah—
along with son, Krtavarma; ekrirah—Akrira; jayanta—Jayanta;
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gada—Gada; sarandh—Sarana; dsate—are they all; kusalam—in hap-
piness; haccit—whether; ye—they; ca—also; §a£mj:'£—5'atmjit;
ddayah—headed by; kaccit—whether; dste—are they; sukham—all
right; rdmah—Balarima; bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead; sat-
vatdm—of the devotees; prabhuh—protector.

TRANSLATION

Are Ugrasena, whose son was the mischievous Karhsa, and his
younger brother still living? Is Ugrasena happy? Are Hrdika
and his son Krtavarma happy? Are Akriira, Jayanta, Gada, Sarana
and Satrujit all happy? How is Balarama, the Personality of God-
head and the protector of devotees?

PURPORT

Hastindpura, the capital of the Pindavas, was situated somewhere near
present New Delhi, and the kingdom of Ugrasena was situated in
Mathura. While returning to Delhi from Dvirakd, Arjuna must have
visited the city of Mathura, and therefore the inquiry about the King of
Mathura is valid. Amongst various names of the relatives, the name of
Rama or Balarima, eldest brother of Lord Krsna, is added with the words
“the Personality of Godhead™ because Lord Balarama is the immediate
expansion of vispu-fattva as prekdsa-vigraha of Lord Krsna. The
Supreme Lord, although one without a second, expands Himself as many
other living beings. The visnu-tattva living beings are expansions of the
Supreme Lord, and all of them are qualitatively and quantitatively equal
with the Lord. But expansions of the jiva-Sakti, the category of the ordi-
nary living beings, are not at all equal with the Lord. One who considers
the jiva-akti and the visnu-tattva to be on an equal level is considered a
condemned soul of the world. Sri Rima, or Balardma, is the protector of
the devotees of the Lord. Baladeva acts as the spiritual master of all devo-
tees, and by His causeless mercy the fallen souls are delivered. Sri
Baladeva appeared as Sri Nityinanda Prabhu during the advent of Lord
Caitanya, and the great Lord Nityananda Prabhu exhibited His causeless
mercy by delivering a pair- of extremely fallen souls, namely Jagai and
Madhai. Therefore it is particularly mentioned herein that Balarama is
the protector of the devotees of the Lord. By His divine grace only one
can approach the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, and thus Sri Balarama is the
mercy incarnation of the Lord, manifested as the spiritual master, the
savior of the pure devotees.

TEXT 30
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pradyumnah sarva-vrsnindr
sukham aste maha-rathah

gambhira-rayo ‘niruddho
vardhate bhagavdn uta

pradyumnah—Pradyumna (a son of Lord Krsna); sarva—all;
vrsnindm—of the members of the Vrsni family; sukham—happiness;
aste—are in; maha-rathah—the great general; gambhira—deeply;
rayah—dexterity; aniruddhah—Aniruddha (a grandson of Lord
Krsna); vardhate—flourishing; bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead;
uta —must,

TRANSLATION

How is Pradyumna, the great general of the Vrsni family? Is He
happy? And is Aniruddha, the plenary expansion of the Per-
sonality of Godhead, faring well?
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PURPORT

Pradyumna and Aniruddha are also expansions of the Personality of
Godhead, and thus They are also visnu-fattva. At Dvaraki Lord
Vasudeva is engaged in His transcendental pastimes along with His ple-
nary expansions, namely Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha, and
therefore each and every one of Them can be addressed as the Per-
sonality of Godhead, as it is mentioned in connection with the name
Aniruddha.

TEXT 31
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susenas carudesnas ca
sambo j@mbavaii-sutah
anye ca karsni-pravarah

sapuird rsabhadayah

susenah—Susena; cdrudesnah—Cirudesna; ca—and; samboh—
Simba; jambavati-sutah—the son of Jambavati; anye—others; ca—
also: karsni—the sons of Lord Krsna; pravardh—all chieftains; sa-
putrdh—along with their sons; rsabha—Rsabha; adayah—etc.

TRANSLATION

Are all the chieftain sons of Lord Krsna, such as Susena,
Carudesna, Simba the son of Jambavati, and Rsabha, along with
their sons, all doing well?

PURPORT

As already mentioned, Lord Krsna married 16,108 wives, and each of
them had ten sons. Therefore 16,108 x 10 = 161,080 sons. They all
grew up, and each of them had as many sons as their father, and the
whole aggregate was something near 1,610,800 family members of the
Lord. The Lord is the father of all living beings, who are countless in
number; therefore only a few of them are called to associate with the
Lord in His transcendental pastimes as the Lord of Dvaraka on this earth.
it is not astonishing that the Lord maintained a visible family consisting
of s0 many members. It is better to refrain from comparing the Lord’s
position to ours, and it becomes a simple truth as soon as we understand
at least a partial caleulation of the Lord’s transcendental position. King
Yudhisthira, while inquiring about the Lord’s sons and grandsons at
Dviraka, mentioned only the chieftains amongst them, for it was im-
possible for him to remember all the names of the Lord’s family
members.

TEXTS 32-33
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tathaivanucardh saureh
srutadevoddhavadayah

sunanda-nanda-§irsanyd
ye canye satvatarsabhah

api svasty asate sarve
rama-krsna-bhujasraydh
api smaranti kualam

asmdkam baddha-sauhrdih
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tatha eva—similarly; anucardh—constant companions; saureh—of
Lord Sri Krspa such as; srutadeva—Srutadeva; uddhava-adayah—
Uddhava and others; sunanda—Sunanda; nanda—Nanda; §irsanydh—
other leaders; ye—all of them; ca—and; anye—others; satvata—liber-
ated souls; rsabhah—the best men; api—if; svasti—doing well; dsate—
are; sarve—all of them; r@ma—Balarima; krsna—Lord Krsna; bhuja-
dsraydh—under the protection of; api—if also; smaranti—do remem-
ber: kusalam—welfare; asmdkam—about ourselves; baddha-
sauhrdah—bound by eternal friendship.

TRANSLATION

Also, Srutadeva, Uddhava and others, Nanda, Sunanda and other
leaders of liberated souls who are constant companions of the Lord
are protected by Lord Balarima and Krsna. Are they all doing well
in their respective functions? Do they, who are all eternally bound
in friendship with us, remember our welfare?

PURPORT

The constant companions of Lord Krsna, such as Uddhava, are all
liberated souls, and they descended along with Lord Krsna to this ma-
terial world to fulfill the mission of the Lord. The Pandavas are also
liberated souls who descended along with Lord Krsna to serve Him in His
transcendental pastimes on this earth. As stated in the Bhagavad-gita
(4.8), the Lord and His eternal associates, who are also liberated souls
like the Lord, come down on this earth at certain intervals. The Lord
remembers them all, but His associates, although liberated souls, forget
due to their being tatastha sakti, or marginal potency of the Lord. That is
the difference between the vispu-tattva and jiva-tattva. The jiva-taitvas
are infinitesimal potential particles of the Lord, and therefore they re-
quire the pratection of the Lord at all times. And to the eternal servitors
of the Lord, the Lord is pleased to give all protection at all times. The
liberated souls never, therefore, think themselves as free as the Lord or
as powerful as the Lord, but they always seek the protection of the Lord
in all circumstances, both in the material world and in the spiritual
world. This dependence of the liberated soul is constitutional, for the
liberated souls are like sparks of a fire that are able to exhibit the glow of
fire along with the fire and not independently. Independently the glow of
the sparks is extinguished, although the quality of fire or the glowing is
there. Thus those who give up the protection of the Lord and become so-
called lords themselves, out of spiritual ignorance, come back again to
this material world, even after prolonged tapasya of the severest type.
That is the verdict of all Vedic literature.

(continued in next issue)

Vaisnava Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that divides the year into
twelve months, each named for a different form of Krsna. The year is full of
Krsna conscinus festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed here. The
devotees at the ISKCON center nearest you will gladly tell you about the
meaning of these festivals.

‘Year 491 Caitanya Era
Vaisnava month of Govinda (February 24— March 24, 1978

February 28 (Covinda 51

March 5 (Govinda 100

March 6 (Govinda 17)

March B (Covinda 731

Appearance of Oriv
Visnupada $rf Srimad
Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvamt
Maharsja.

Vijay3-ekadasl (fasting
from grains and beans).

Ekadadi break-fast.

ST Sivardtri-vrata.

March 10 {Govinda 750

March 20 (Govinda 251

March 21 (Govinda 26}

March 24 (Govinda 291

Disappearance of
Vaisnava-sirvabhauma
$rMla Jagannatha disa
Babajl Maharaja and Srila
Rasikinanda-deva

Gosvaml.

Amalakl-ekadasi (fasting
from grains and beans}.

Ekadadi break-fast.

$r1 Gaura-parnima
{appearance day of Lord
Caitanya Mah3prabhul.
Dola-yatr of 151
Radhd-Kesna.




Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada Departs

At 7:20 pM. on November 14, 1977,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the Founder-Acdrya
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, departed from this
world. At the time, he was in his quarters
at the Krsna-Balarama temple in
Vrndavana, India, surrounded by loving
disciples chanting the Hare Krsna
mantra. The chanting continued
throughout the night as devotees per-
formed the last ceremonies for their
revered spiritual master. The following
morning, the devotees took Srila
Prabhupada’s body on procession to the
main temples in Vrndavana, the holy
city most sacred to Lord Krsna, and
finally they performed the burial cere-
monies in the temple’s outer courtyard.

Vedic tradition prescribes that when
an exalted spiritual personality departs, a
wake and cortege be held to honor him.
Accordingly, soon after Srila Prabhu-
pada’s departure, his body (dressed in
simple saffron robes, garlanded, and
seated on a palanquin) was taken into
the temple, before each of its three al-
tars, and then carried several times
around the temple. After placing the
palanquin on the vydsdsana (the seat of
honor used only by the guru), the devo-
tees remained in the temple throughout
the night, chanting Hare Krsna and sing-
ing songs of bereavement. Guiding the
ceremony was tridandi svami Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Nardayana Maharaja, a
disciple of Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana
Kesava Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada’s re-
spected Godbrother.

The next morning, at daybreak, devo-
tees carried Srila Prabhupiada on his
palanquin through the streets of
Vindavana, giving the residents a chance
to see him for the last time. Srimad
Narayana Maharaja led the chanting as
the procession visited each of the eight
main temples in the holy city. When the
procession returned to the Krsna-
Balarama temple, devotees performed
the final ceremonies and interred Srila
Prabhupada’s body. Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples then began a daily program of
twenty-four-hour chanting and offerings
of flower garlands, incense, and other
tokens of devotion at Srila Prabhupada’s

samadhi (tomb). The morning ended
with a devotional feast in his honor.

All over the world, Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples felt profound shock and grief
when they heard of his passing. For
them, the most beloved person in the
universe, the dearmost teacher and
friend, the very source of spiritual life
and knowledge, was now gone. Many
wept for hours, and others wondered
how the Krsna consciousness movement
could go on without its powerful founder
and guide (Please see editorial, page 36.)

As the days passed, devotees sought
solace in the timeless philosophy Srila
Prabhupada had preached so untiringly.
Buoyed by this philosophical under-
standing and consoled by many sincere
friends and well-wishers, devotees
resolved to work together even more
vigorously to spread the teachings of
their beloved preceptor.

An Qutpouring of
Appreciation for
Srila Prabhupada

During the eleven years of Srila
Prabhupada’s worldwide preaching, he
touched the lives of millions through his
personal presence, his books, his tem-
ples, and his disciples. With his passing,
many people felt moved to express their
remorse and sent notes of condolence
to Vrndiavana. Characteristic of the re-
sponse from devotees’ parents was the
following letter:

“‘Dear Satsvariipa dasa Gosvami,
*‘Hare Krsna. I have just returned from
a visit to the Krsna center in New York. I
went to attend the memorial service for
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

‘T was very emotionally overcome as I
listened to each devotee express his
love, devotion and extreme gratitude to
$rila Prabhupada. Even in their sadness,
there was such a strong expression of joy
and thankfulness for having been
blessed with Krsna consciousness.

‘] am writing at this time to express my
sincere sympathy and deep understand-
ing to you, to my son, and to all the
devotees who have been so dear to His
Divine Grace since the start of the Hare

Krsna movement. I know that his physi-
cal presence will be greatly missed by all
of you, but he has left behind a legacy of
great wisdom and much love for all of
you, his devoted disciples.

Most sincerely,

Polly C. Perlmutter

Bloomfield, Connecticut™

Nowhere more than in India was Srila
Prabhupada’s greatness appreciated by
the leaders of society. The following let-
ters from the Governor of Tamil Nadu
and from one of India’s foremost schol-
ars evince Srila Prabhupada’s broad
following in his homeland:

] was deeply shocked to hear of the
demise of your beloved gurudeva, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. The death of this
great world teacher of God conscious-
ness is a severe loss not only for you and
for myself, but for all Indians and indeed
the whole world.

““As an Indian and a devotee of Lord
Krsna, I feel I must express my eternal
gratitude to Swami Bhaktivedanta for
spreading the Lord’s message so far and
wide throughout the world. His truly
remarkable achievements have greatly
deepened my own faith, and that of my
countrymen, that traditional Indian
culture and Western technology can in-
deed work hand in hand.

«$rila Prabhupada was not a flashy ora-
tor or a worker of cheap miracles. Yet
large numbers of people were attracted
by him because of his simplicity, open-
ness, and genuine love for God.

““] spoke several times with Srila
Prabhupada on the importance of
spreading sandtana-dharma [eternal
religious principles] throughout the
world. Several times he quoted Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the divine foun-
tainhead of Krsna consciousness, to the
effect that especially those born in India
should first perfect their lives by becom-
ing Krsna conscious and then preach
Krsna's message all over the world. His
words deeply struck me then with their
urgency and strength of purpose. Now,
with the demise of Srila Prabhupada,
who so perfectly fulfilled this order of $ri
Caitanya, it remains for all of us—In-
dians, Americans, Europeans, etc.—to
carry on His mission to the full extent of
our abilities. Let us all cooperate to bring
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Krsna consciousness and true, lasting
peace all over the world.

Prabhudas B. Patwari

Governor of Tamil Nadu”

*“By his spotless example of service, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida showed us the way in
which a true son of Bharata Mata
(Mother India) should live. In his daily
life, he never compromised the sacred
principles held most dear to our an-
cients, the learned and holy guides of
mankind. Rather, he fearlessly preached
against the deadly mistakes Western
society is making and never for a mo-
ment became overawed or illusioned by
their scientific advancement. Yet because
he saw the hand of God at work every-
where, he always held high his ideal that
Western technology could be utilized in
such a God-conscious way that all
mankind could benefit. It is only through
God consciousness, he taught us, that
any form of permanent good could be
done for the world.

“The effects of his supremely beneficial
social work can be found all over the
world. Tens of thousands of today’s
youth have adapted to the self-controls
of yoga their master prescribed, and so
they have made themselves into more fit
young men and women, capable of lead-
ing an enlightened world of tomorrow.
‘I have no doubt that those who follow
the master’s divine instructions live
eternally with him and that the great
Swamiji remains with his disciples as
their eternal guide.

S. D. Joshi

Director of the Center of Advanced
Study in Sanskrit, University of Poona,
India™

Devotees Pay Homage
To Srila Prabhupada

The weeks following Srila Prabhu-
pada’s passing saw a number of special
commemorative events.

On November 27, a viraha-mahotsava
(festival in honor of the spiritual
master’s passing) was held in all the
Society’s centers throughout the world.
Devotees chanted Hare Krsna, ex-
pressed their eternal gratitude and devo-
tion to Srila Prabhupada, and served
feasts for the thousands who attended.
At the Society’s center in Mayapur, near
Calcutta, devotees held a second festival
on December 2. Besides several moving
eulogies by Srila Prabhupada’s God-
brothers and senior disciples, the
Mayapur mahotsava included the
establishment of a shrine in Srila
Prabhupada’s honor.

The Vrndavana mahotsava on Novem-
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ber 27 was especially significant: some of
the world’s leading Vaisnavas (devotees
of Visnu, or Krsna) came together in the
most important Vaisnava city—Vrnda-
vana, where Lord Krsna appeared fifty
centuries ago—to pay homage to the
most glorious Vaisnava of our era.
Prabhupada’s disciples deeply appreci-
ated this glorification of their spiritual
master. The following are excerpts from
the statements of Sri Visvambhara
Gosvami (priest of the Radha-ramana
temple) and Sri Narayana Maharija.

Sri Visévambhara Gosvami:

Respected guests, dcdryas from
Vrndavana, devotees of ISKCON from
around the world, and residents of
Vrndavana: Today we are all assembled
here in an atmosphere of great pain and
separation. Until 1953 I had a very inti-
mate relationship with Sri Bhaktivedanta
Swami Mahardja, and for the last six
years I have also been in quite close
touch with him. I have one very clear im-
pression of Sr1 Swamiji Maharaja: that he
had unalloyed devotion to and faith in
the name of Sri Krsna. On the strength
of the name of Sri Krsna, and with great
attachment to and consciousness of
Krsna, he went to foreign countries in
every corner of the world to spread the
glory and message of Krsna conscious-
ness. He spread the pure teachings of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu: “‘Simply chant
the name of Krsna and your life will be
successful. The only real meaning and
goal of human life is to love Lord Krsna
and be a servant of Lord Krsna. Take
shelter of the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, and
you will easily reach self-realization and
be released from all anxieties and mis-
eries caused by the entanglement of
birth and death.”

Spreading these teachings all over the
world cannot be done by any ordinary
man. Only one who is specially em-
powered by God and guru to fulfill the
mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu can
do what Srila Prabhupada has done.
Today 1 would like to assure all the
members of ISKCON—both those
known to me and those unknown to
me—that whenever you require help, we
will work together with you, shoulder to
shoulder, to propagate the names of Sri
Krsna. To finish the work of Srila
Prabhupada and Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, we are even ready, if required,
to sacrifice our own lives.

Sri Narayana Maharaja:

Honored guests, devotees, and
acaryas of Vrndavana: Whether he
believes it or not, every living being is
the eternal servant of God. But when the
living being turns away from God and

forgets God, he comes under the control
of maya lillusion] and becomes en-
tangled in the cycle of birth and death,
wandering through 8,400,000 forms of
life. God and the devotees of God do not
like to see the living beings suffer. So out
of compassion for them, to bless them,
they incarnate within this material world.

Five hundred years ago the Lord ap-
peared as Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu for
the deliverance of the fallen souls of
Kali-yuga [the present age of quarrel and
hypocrisyl. He spread the glory of Krsna
and love of Krsna all over India. After
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s disappear-
ance, His followers carried on His mis-
sion. But in the course of time, owing to
the influence of Kali-yuga, people in
general became degraded. They became
mad after sensual enjoyment. Contend-
i{ng parties arose, and the true purport of
Sr1 Caitanya’s message was lost. The
teachings and the love of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu were forgotten, and the
succession was broken.

Then, in 1874, to reestablish the mis-
sion of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—to
revive love of God for the welfare of the
world—Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami Maharaja, an eternal servant of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, appeared on
this earth. It was he who revived the
work of Sri Caitanya. To assist him he
had so many great disciples, but out of
these disciples Srila Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada was the most promi-
nent, for he actually spread the message
of his gurudeva in the Western countries.

Srila Prabhupdada was born in 1896
into a very aristocratic and religious
family. His parents and his grandparents
were all Vaisnavas. From his very child-
hood he was worshiping Sri Radha and
Krsna, and he was observing all
Vaisnava festivals by the age of twelve
years. It can be seen from his life that he
was attached to the name of God from
his childhood. After he graduated from
college in Calcutta, he became the
manager of a chemical manufacturing
firm. But Srila Prabhupada was not one
to remain in worldly activities. He was a
great saint, who appeared in this world to
fulfill a specific mission. So when the
time was ripe he left his worldly activities
without hesitation. Later he lived for
four years in Mathura, where, seeing his
enthusiasm to preach Krsna conscious-
ness, I advised him to enter the re-
nounced order, sannyasa. I told him that
it would be most beneficial to the world if
he would take sannydsa, and he accepted
my prayers. At the same time my own
gury, O Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajidna Kesava Gosvami Maharaja,
came to Mathura, and Srila Prabhupada

(continued on page 35)
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A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

His Final Instructions

During his last months, Srila Prabhu-
pada was not very active physically, and he
spoke relatively little. Yet when he did
speak, his words were full of spiritual
strength. These excerpts from Srila Prabhu-
pada’s last statements reveal the mind of the
pure devotee and universal teacher. And
they show that Srila Prabhupada is indeed a
transcendental personality, whose devotion
to Lord Krsna and to the mission of spread-
ing love of Krsna is undying.

‘] cannot speak. I am feeling weak. I
wanted to travel to Chandigarh and
other places, but I changed my program
because my health is deteriorating. I
decided to come here to Vrndavana [the
land of Lord Krsnal. If death takes place,
let it take place here.”’

“There is nothing new to be said.
Whatever I had to say, | have already
said in my books. Now you must all try
to understand it and continue with your
endeavors. Whether | am present or not
present doesn’t matter. Just as Krsna is
living eternally, the living being also
lives eternally. But especially ... kirtir
yasya sa jivati: ‘One who has done ser-
vice to the Lord lives forever.” You have
been taught to serve Krsna, and with
Krsna we’ll live eternally. Our life is eter-
nal. Na hanyate hanyamane sarire: the
disappearance of this temporary body
doesn’t matter. The body is meant for
disappearance. So, live forever by serv-
ing Krsna. Thank you very much.”

“There are two things—life and death.
So if | die, where is the wrong in that? If
I die, that is natural.”

“Qur money is only spent for Krsna—
Krsna’s palace, Krsna's temple, Krsna's
worship, Krsna’s glorification. It is not
for our personal enjoyment. This is
human life.”

**And I also want you to organize var-
ndasrama society [the Vedic social struc-
ture]. Divide society: brahmana [intellec-
tual class], ksatriya [administrators], and
so on. There should be social division,
just as there is a division of the different
parts of our body. This will help people.
Don’t waste the human form of life by
sinful living. 1 have already given the
ideas in my books, so you should all read

them. You are intelligent, all of you.
Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, para-
upakara—do good to others; do not ex-
ploit them. Any human being has the
ability to chant Hare Krsna. Give them
chanting. And also make the situation
favorable. Is that clear?””

““This is our mission: whatever we
have, teach others. The whole world is
filled with distress. Therefore our
Gurukula school is meant for this pur-
pose: to teach the students, and let them
go all over the world to teach others.
Durlabha mdnava-janma sat-sange/
taraha e bhava-sindhu re [*Human life,
especially in the association of devotees,
is very rarely obtained. So please take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to cross over
the ocean of material existence’].”

“My Guru Maharaja [spiritual master]
said, ‘Whatever money there is, use it to
print books.” He was so happy to print
books. So, do it all very nicely. My Guru
Maharaja used to say, ‘Go on printing,
go on printing.’ I printed my books; now
you do the same.”

“*Printing of spiritual books is our life-
force. Print more books. This material
body is only bones. But go on printing—
this is life. We are not concerned with
bones and stones. Our concern is the liv-
ing force: apareyam itas tv anyam prakrtim
viddhi me param. The living force is sus-
taining these bones. ... In the material
world, people are all simply protecting
bones and flesh; they have no [spirituall
idea.”

“Take matter—you mix earth with
water, put it into fire, and then make a
building. But matter cannot act auto-
matically. Matter cannot have mind or
consciousness or impetus. It is nonsense
to say that matter gives rise to life. Mat-
ter has no sense. Life is the superior en-
ergy; matter is useless. Bhumir apo 'nalo
vayuh [the material elements] are use-
less. But there is another, superior
nature. Yayedam dharyate jagat. And that
nature is actually governing the whole
universe.”’

““You [disciples] are all intelligent and
experienced men; you can go on manag-
ing this movement. If I depart, there is

no cause for lamentation. I will always be
with you through my books and my or-
ders. I will always remain with you in
that way.”

“I didn’t waste a single moment. |
tried my best, and it has been successful
to some extent.”’

‘“Have sarnkirtana [congregational
chanting of God’s holy names]. All
Europeans, Americans, Africans—
United Nations under Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s flag. Do everything just as I
have shown you. It is possible. This is
the real United Nations. You try, under
the protection of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
and things will be successful. Others will
simply waste their time and be disap-
pointed. They will change from one body
to another and suffer.”

‘“‘As soon as one forgets Krsna and
wants to enjoy life independently, he
falls down.”

““Material motives should be given up,
and everything favorable should be
engaged in Krsna’s service. Then there
will be success.”

When asked who would succeed him as
the leader of the Krsna consciousness
movement, Srila Prabhupada replied: ** All
of my disciples will take the legacy. If you
want, you can also take it. Sacrifice
everything. l|—one—may soon pass
away. But they are hundreds, and this
movement will increase. It’s not that I'll
give an order: ‘Here is the next leader.’
Anyone who follows the previous
leadership is a leader. I don’t make any
distinction between Indian and Euro-
pean. All my disciples are leaders. .. as
much as they follow purely. If you want
to follow, then you can also lead. But you
don’t want to follow. ‘Leader’ means
one who is a first-class disciple. Evam
parampara-praptam. One who is perfectly
following. Our instruction is, guru-
mukha-padma-vakya. Do you know this?
Ara nd kariha mane dsa [‘My only desire
is to have my consciousness purified by
the words emanating from the lotus
mouth of my spiritual master’]. To be-
come a leader is not very difficult, pro-
vided one is prepared to follow the in-
structions of the bona fide guru.”” &
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THE GREAT SOUL
WHO WALKED AMONG US

““‘Consider this example: when the sun
is in the sky, there is no question of
darkness. Similarly, when the Hare
Krsna mantra is vibrating on your tongue
and you are hearing attentively, then
your consciousness becomes Krsna con-
sciousness, or clear consciousness, and
there is no question of madya, or hazy
consciousness. Just as when light and
darkness come together the darkness
cannot stand before the light, mdya can-
not remain in the presence of Krsna.”

“In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says to offer
Him at least a leaf or a flower. It is not
that Krsna needs a flower or leaf; He is
full. He does not need you. But He wants
you to come to Him in love. Therefore
Krsna says, ‘Just stop all your nonsense
and surrender to Me.” "’

“‘People are thinking that if they get a
car and an apartment, everything will be
all right. But the problems are still there.
Still they must undergo death, old age,
and disease —so how is everything taken
care of? They are thinking in terms of
this spot life. They do not know that they
are eternal, There are so many kinds of
bodies, and they don’t know which kind
they will have to take in their next life.
But if they take to Krsna consciousness,
all problems are solved.”

Once, Srila Prabhupada commented
on some big buildings being torn down:
“They are torn down and rebuilt—so
many strong buildings. There is no
pleasure in it either way. Either in build-
ing them or tearing them down, nobody
is happy. It is like with a small child: he is
happy to get a toy and then is happy to
break it—but there is no real happiness.
Or just like a boy and girl: they come
together in union, and then they sepa-
rate, divorce. There is no real happiness
either in the union or in the separation.
Real happiness is in union with Krsna
and separation from mdyd [illusion].”

“Nobody knows what love is. As soon
as you say ‘love,’ there must be a person.
We have no experience of impersonal
love. Everbody talks big words about

‘universal love’ and ‘brotherhood’—
simply word jugglery—but no one has
personal realization. Love means giving!
I give something, and you give some-
thing in return. It is not that you can give
Krsna just a flower and leaf and keep one
hundred dollars for yourself. If you do
that, He won’t love you in exchange; He
is very clever. But if you give everything
to Krsna, then He will give you intelli-
gence by which to come back to Him.”

*‘People think it wonderful that Krsna
had sixteen thousand wives. For an ordi-
nary man to have sixteen wives is very
difficult. But God is omnipotent. Why
sixteen thousand wives? He could have
had sixteen million or sixteen billion
wives. But fools say that it is all imagina-
tion that He could have had sixteen
thousand wives. As Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita, ‘Fools and rascals deride

My human form.’ He is inconceivable.
They have no idea of the spiritual. They
try to think of Krsna materially, but He
is inconceivable. So they say that He
doesn’t exist, that He is impersonal.
They say that the sky is greater than
Krsna because it is not limited by form.
But they do not know that millions of
skies are within the mouth of Krsna!
They think it is all imagination, but He is
simply inconceivable. You have to accept
this. Krsna says, ‘All the universes are
held up by one quarter of My energy.’
Fools and rascals do not know what even
one universe is, and yet Krsna is uphold-
ing countless universes with one quarter
of His energy. Just imagine what three
quarters of His energy is. Even though
Lord Siva and Lord Brahma have medi-
tated on Krsna for thousands of years,
still they do not know Him.”

“Even if men go to the moon, they
won’t have attained perfection. Any-
where you go in the material world, you
have to come back to birth and death. On
any planet, you'll find the four principles
of material suffering—birth, death, dis-
ease, and old age. The period of my life
may be very long, but after leaving this
body I may be pushed into the womb of a
mother on the moon planet and come
out there. Wherever there is birth, there
is death—and in between there is disease
and old age. But I am a spirit soul: I have
nothing to do with these miseries.

““The present life is meant for prepara-
tion, and you can prepare to go to any
planet you desire. But if you go to the
Krsna planet, you haven’t got to come
back. So why not prepare to go to the
Krsna planet?”’

““The spirit soul is eternal—the
oldest—but he is always fresh. For in-
stance, although 1 am the oldest man
here and you are all young, I have the
same propensities as you. The body
hampers my real happiness. Therefore,
our problem is how to get out of taking
one body after another. Krsna gives the
solution. ‘If you go to My planet,” Krsna
says, ‘you will not come back again. You
will get eternal life, full of knowledge,
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and you will enjoy with Me.’ Here is real
information about the highest perfection
of the living entity. It is not a bluff, nor is
it artificial.”

““The name Krsna and Krsna Himself
are identical; on the spiritual platform,
everything is identical. In this material
world you may talk on the telephone
with someone a thousand miles away.
You are hearing his voice, but you can-
not derive the full benefit of being with
the person himself. But with spiritual
sound there is no such difference. You
immediately make contact. In spiritual
life there is no use thinking of something
void—simply struggling for it and wast-
ing your time. Krsna consciousness is
tangible. Why not contact Krsna? He is
so nice and beautiful. He is accepted as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead by
saintly persons, great scholars, and they
have achieved success.”

“The more you make advancement in
Krsna consciousness, the more you will
see Krsna everywhere—on the bank of
the river, on the streets, trees and lamp-
posts, and everywhere else. The more
you see like that, the more you know
you are making tangible advancement in
Krsna consciousness. Actually, there is
nothing but Krsna all around us. This is
explained in the Gira. He is the taste of
water, the light of the moon, the
fragrance of the flower, the light of the
sun, the sound in the sky, the power of
the strong, and so on. So one who is ac-
tually making progress in Krsna con-
sciousness can see Krsna everywhere. At
every stage of life, who can avoid the
sunlight, the moonlight, the fragrance of
the flower, the taste of water? But one
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has to learn that Krsna is in all these
varieties of existence. Without Krsna
there is nothing. It is simply by the in-
fluence of maya that we forget the rela-
tionship of Krsna with everything that
be.”

“There are two things you may want
to ask about a flower—how this flower is
being produced by the energy of Krsna,
and how you can create a flower the way
He does. The first thing is to appreciate
Krsna’s energy —that He can produce a
flower—and the second is: ‘How shall I
get yogic power so that as soon as [ at-
tempt, I can produce a similar flower?’

“In Benares there was a yogi who
could just take a plate and you’d find a
rasagulla, a sweetmeat. Because of this
power, many scholars said, ‘Oh, he is a
great yogi—he can manufacture a
rasagulla.” People are captivated by
magic—so foolish. What is its worth?
One rasagulla, four cents. And another,
again four cents. Don’t be allured by a
magician. He can play so many tricks,
but that is not perfection. Just try to
revive your eternal relationship with
Krsna. What magic can anyone show
before God?”’

“Cleanse the mind and intelligence,
and the body is automatically cleansed.
The hatha-yoga system is for those who
have a gross bodily concept of the self.
Krsna says to Arjuna, ‘You are grieving
for those for whom you shouldn’t
grieve—the living and the dead.’ This is
the first ‘slap’ by Krsna in the Second
Chapter of Bhagavad-gita. When Arjuna
surrendered, Krsna at once gave him a
verbal slap—‘You are nonsense.’ A spiri-
tual master can do that. They were talk-
ing as friends, but then Arjuna surren-
dered: ‘You just teach me.” This is only
in the Second Chapter, yet this principle
is at once established. See how much of
the book is left.

“‘Krsna says that the wise man doesn’t
care for the material body. But harha-
yoga mainly concentrates on the body.
By bodily exercise one wants to have
Krsna’s love! If this were possible, all
wrestlers and sportsmen would have
achieved Krsna’s love.

“The preliminary stage is to make the
body suitable for elevating one’s con-
sciousness. We in Krsna consciousness
keep the body clean, just as we keep a
coat clean, but we don’t think we are the
coat. The mind is the controller of the
senses. Therefore, Lord Caitanya’s
program of chanting begins with the
cleansing of the mind, and this takes care
of the cleansing of the body. Otherwise,
where is the time? Separately, it takes a
long time to make the body fit and per-

fect to receive knowledge. That is why it
is said that only a high-class intellectual
can accept Krsna consciousness. After
many births, one surrenders—but why
not surrender at once and become a wise
man? If someone is offering me a million
dollars, why should I say, ‘No, thank
you—I"1l earn it myself, ten dollars at a
time’?”’

“Krsna is very kind, but He is es-
pecially kind to His sincere devotees.
Krsna is always with us, within our
hearts, and He is always ready to give us
directions. But because everyone is inde-
pendent, Krsna responds according to
our mentality. If one voluntarily cooper-
ates with Krsna's desire, Krsna responds
to one’s call very eagerly. Krsna de-
scends to teach us Bhagavad-gita, beg-
ging our cooperation, and anyone who
cooperates with Him is blessed.”

“If you really want Krsna, you will
realize Him quickly. But most people
want madyd on the plea of wanting Krsna.
Somebody goes to Krsna and asks,
‘Please supply me this mdyd.’ People go
to church and pray, ‘Please give us our

daily bread.” They aren’t asking for
God—they’re asking for bread, for
madyd. But even if [ want maya, it is better
that I ask Krsna for it. One day my rela-
tionship with Krsna will be so nice that [
will forget mdya and want Krsna.

““So if you have a desire for mdya, you
should still take to Krsna consciousness.
Just like Dhruva Maharaja: he wanted to
worship Krsna with the desire to achieve
the kingdom of his father. Of course,
when he finally saw Krsna he said, ‘I
don’t want anything but You.” But Krsna






P AARAY




is so kind: “You came to Me for this pur-
pose—come on, take it.” Dhruva said,
‘No,” but Krsna told him, ‘No, take it.
You will enjoy it—but then you’ll leave it
behind, and I assure you that you’ll
come to Me.” Without separate desires,
Krsna consciousness is very nice, but
even with desires, one should come for-
ward to Krsna. One’s other desires will
be fulfilled. If one follows some path
besides Krsna consciousness, one’s
separate desires may be fulfilled, but he
won’t get Krsna.”’

Someone asked, ‘“What is the Krsna
conscious person’s attitude toward
others?’” Srila Prabhupada replied, ‘‘He
sees everyone as part and parcel of
Krsna. The Krsna conscious person
thinks, ‘They are suffering from not
knowing Krsna, so let me bring them to
Krsna."” This is the highest service.
Everyone is suffering, so to act in Krsna
consciousness is the highest service.
After all, they are suffering on account of
detachment from Krsna.”

“*Krsna consciousness never becomes
old; it is fresh eternally. Do you know of
any book five thousand years old that
reads as fresh as Bhagavad-gita? Live in
spiritual understanding and you’ll never
become faded.”

“Don’t try to do something artificial.
Krsna does not say, ‘Come to Me after
being qualified by studying Vedanta.

No. He says, ‘Come as you are—simply
surrender.” And you should say, ‘Krsna,
I surrender to You.” Krsna makes no
condition. He doesn’t say, ‘Yes, you can
surrender if you have undergone courses
in gymnastics and Vedanta and have got-
ten your M.A." This is all nonsense.
Simply surrender. The more you sur-
render, the more you advance. If you are
not sincerely surrendered, you are miss-
ing the point. | have told you the secret;
now make your choice. Krsna is guiding
everyone."”’

“We want unlimited life, unlimited
pleasure, unlimited knowledge —but this

is not possible in conditional life. Libera-
tion from the material condition is
recommended. If you want to get free
from the material clutches, the first
prescription is that you should go to a
mahatma. Mahdimd means one whose
heart and mind and life are expanded.
Bhagavad-gita recommends sevd—you
have to approach a person who knows
the science of how to get out of the
clutches of material life, and then you
have to surrender fully to him.

“Surrender does not mean that you
don’t question, that you simply have to
take everything blindly. After explaining
the Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna, Krsna said,
‘My dear Arjuna, I have now explained
the most secret knowledge. Consider
what | have said, and then do whatever
you like.” The spiritual master—whether
he is the representative of Krsna or is
Krsna Himself—does not force. Force
has no effect: even a child, if forced,
won’t act.

“With a cool head we have to ap-
proach a person who knows the science.
Find a person you can surrender to.
Don’t surrender to one who’s not an au-
thority. And if you approach a real au-
thority, don’t think, ‘Oh, let me accept
this spiritual master—so many people
have accepted him.” Try to understand
the science nicely. If you think the man
teaching you is a real authority, sur-
render to him. Try and understand with
all reason and argument. You'll find
something sublime.” o

Where are you now?
Savior of the universe,
like a celestial swan
you have taken flight—
closing your pastimes,
leaving us to the shelter
of your example.

You have gone,

and yet you remain,

Jfor your voice, vibrating in the wind,
will continue cutting the knots

of illusion and attachment.

You have gone,

and yet you remain,

the stone- and steel-like hearts—
filling the world with love of God,
pouring forth sublime knowledge.

for your compassion continues to melt

A Tributeto Srila” Prabhupada

Now [ understand

that life doesn’t end

when the skin ends;

you made me see

that the body is temporary
but I am eternal.

I can’t bear to think you are no longer here,
but when I do I feel your hand upon me
and your voice guiding me,

as in the night the moon

lights the wanderer’s way.

By your grace I now know

that I am not the owner

of what I thought myself to be,
and that the illusion of pleasure
glides through my fingers
without satisfying my desires.
By your grace I can see

that the creation has a master
and that I am His servitor,

and His friend as well,

— by Prapanna dasa
(translated from Spanish by Jaya- jagadisa dasa)

Where are you now?

I know that you are there

with Radha and Krsna in Their kingdom.
I know that you are here

in your words of roses and fire.

Where are you now?

I ask myself at every instant,
and in relief my mind responds:
For him who serves you,

you will always be here.
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(continued from page 14)

my temples, | can strengthen this move-
ment and the disciples. I can strengthen
their love for Krsna more.” Of course,
his physical condition did not permit
this, but that didn’t stop Srila Prabhu-
pada. He accomplished the same end,
simply by lying in bed. By his expertise,
he trained us and helped us become
more and more lovingly attached to him
and in that way to Krsna. Therefore, I
feel that these last months with Prabhu-
pada were the most important months [
ever spent with him.

BTG: People generally want to know just
what accounts for the greatness of a great
personality. Even to the common man,
Srila Prabhupada appeared great—the
founder of a successful worldwide move-
ment, author of dozens of books. What
traits did you see in him that contributed
most to his greatness?

Tamala Krspa Gosvami: Above all,
there was one. And this was the real
reason, the actual cause of $rila Prabhu-
pada’s greatness: he was a completely
surrendered servant of God. The
Supreme Lord is the creator and main-
tainer of the entire creation. And He is
the controller of all activities as well. If
someone is completely surrendered unto
the supreme controller, Krsna, then
Krsna empowers that person to perfectly
carry out the mission of the Supreme
Lord within the world. So, because Srila
Prabhupada chose to carry out Lord
Krsna’s mission, and because he com-
pletely submitted himself to Krsna’s
desires and control, he was fully suc-
cessful. He was a great personality
simply because he was a pure devotee of
Lord Krsna. Krsna could act perfectly
through him, so there was nothing im-
possible for Srila Prabhupada. God can
do anything. And by God’s grace, His
pure devotees become empowered. So
this was actually Srila Prabhupada’s
greatness.

BTG: You've been talking about the few
of you who were personally with Srila
Prabhupada, and the lessons that you
learned from him. This raises a question.
Sometimes people want to know how
Srila Prabhupida could relate to all his
disciples. He had so many. Certainly,
they weren’t all able to be with him per-
sonally. In fact, they were in distant parts
of the world. So how could he teach
them all?

Tamala Krsna Gosvami: That was one
of Srila Prabhupida’s great qualities—he
knew how to preach according to time,
place, and circumstance. In the very
beginn_ing, even before he came to the
West, Srila Prabhupada based this move-
ment primarily on the instructions
within his books. He called the press
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the big mrdanga—brhat mrdanga. When
someone plays on a mrdanga drum, you
can hear it for some distance. But the
brhat mrdarga, the printing press, can be
heard all around the world. So before he
even came to the West, Srila Prabhupada
first of all published the first three
volumes of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, and
then, with that big mrdafiga, he began to
play. And automatically, results sprang
up all over the world. He was able to
reach all his disciples. Only a few months
ago he jokingly said to me, “‘People are
wondering if this old man is still living.
Now they should know that I am here,
and that I am still beating on my
mrdanga, and it is going all over the
world.”

So even in his weakest physical condi-

tion, he was still able to create and in-
struct disciples, completely defeating the
forces of materialistic civilization.
Therefore it is said that vdni, or the in-
structions of a spiritual master, are more
important than vapuh, his physical pres-
ence. And in this respect we have to
understand that Srila Prabhupada has
not left us. He is present in his instruc-
tions. And those faithful, sincere disci-
ples who are able to repeat his instruc-
tions perfectly, without changing them,
can preserve and expand all the effects of
Srila Prabhupada’s accomplishments.
BTG: I think it would be good if you
could explain the significance of Srila
Prabhupada’s life to the millions of
people who were not actually followers
of his teachings. Beyond the rather
limited idea of being the leader of a par-
ticular sect, what relation does he have
to our times and the world?
Tamala Krsna Gosvami: Srila Prabhu-
pada did not preach a sectarian philoso-
phy. He taught sandrana-dharma, eternal
religion. Sandtana-dharma means the
principles enunciated for all humanity by
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Srila Prabhupada taught the constitu-
tional nature of all living entities in their
eternal relationship with Krsna. That is
called sandtana-dharma. For example,
the dharma—the constitutional nature —
of sugar is sweetness; you can’t separate
sweetness from sugar. You cannot sepa-
rate heat from fire, so heat is the dharma
of fire. Similarly, you cannot sever the
living entity’s connection with God;
every living entity has a relationship with
God. In that sense, to revive one’s
sandatana-dharma means to revive one’s
eternal relationship with Lord Krsna, or
God.

That is the teaching of Srila Prabhu-
pada—the most essential message for
all living beings. The movement Srila
Prabhupéda has created, and the teach-
ings he has given, will guide human

civilization for centuries to come. The
Vedic scriptures predict that over the
next ten thousand years there will be a
revival of God consciousness through-
out the world. We understand that Srila
Prabhupida has laid the foundation for
this revival. Whereas cult leaders, faith
leaders, and so-called religious teachers
may have presented religious principles
limited to their particular groups, the
teachings of Lord Krsna, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, and S$rila Prabhupada
are eternal and are intended for all
humanity. They explain the eternal
soul’s eternal relationship with God.
These teachings are not subject to a par-
ticular time or place. They deal with the
most basic eternal quality within the liv-
ing entity: how he can again become a
devotee of God.

Therefore, we have to realize that the
disappearance of such a great spiritual
master is the most unfortunate thing
which can happen on this planet. The
newspapers, due to their materialistic
nature, have not at all comprehended
the significance of Srila Prabhupada’s
presence on this planet. But time will
show that Srila Prabhupada’s presence in
the world was the greatest positive in-
fluence in this age. He made the teach-
ings of the Vedas available to the world,
and he gave us the chanting of the holy
name of Krsna, which is the only means
for obtaining liberation in this age. These
are just a few of Srila Prabhupada’s last-
ing gifts to the world.

BTG: Do you think he left untimely, pre-
maturely?
Tamila Krsna Gosvami: Well, of
course we wanted Srila Prabhupada to
stay with us for hundreds of years. But
just as he came here by his causeless
mercy, he also left us. His coming was
perfect, and his departing was also per-
fect. Just as his appearance was full of
meaning, so also there was great mean-
ing in his timely departure. We should
not think that he left untimely. He left
when Krsna desired and he himself
wanted to leave.
BTG: Could you explain more fully what
you meant when you said that there was
meaning in his having left at this particu-
lar time?
Tamala Krsna Gosvami: He and Lord
Krsna must have felt that this movement
now had a sufficient basis on which to
endure. Srila Prabhupada did his work.
He laid the foundation and provided the
framework for a worldwide movement to
spread Krsna consciousness. So he and
Krsna felt satisfied that this movement
will endure.
BTG: Did Srila Prabhupada give any
special instructions at the end?
(continued on page 33)



ILLUSTRATION. GAUREDEVI DASE

" THE PASSING OF
HARIDASA THAKURA

To better understand the significance of Srila Prabhupada’s passing,
we can look back five hundred years, to another historic moment.

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

of Bengal, you will find, amid palm

trees and small houses, a stone
shrine marking the place where the great
saint Haridasa Thakura sat alone or with
a devotee companion and worshiped
Krsna. There he passed almost the whole
day and night simply chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. He softly repeated
the sacred syllables hour after “hour,
keeping count on his prayer beads until,
long after sunset, the holy names had
crossed his lips no less than three
hundred thousand times.

Not far from Haridasa Thakura’s
secluded hermitage lived Lord Caifanya
and His followers, who loudly chanted
the mahd-mantra, proclaiming the glories
of Krsna. People honored Lord Caitanya
as an extraordinary devotee, and a select
few knew that He was an incarnation of
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, and that He had come to this world

Ifyou visit the town of Puri on the Bay

to spread the chanting of the maha-
mantra. Since Haridasa was fully dedi-
cated to chanting the maha-mantra, Lord
Caitanya felt especially affectionate
toward him and numbered him among
His inner circle. Lord Caitanya and His
followers visited Haridasa often.

One day Lord Caitanya’s personal ser-
vant Govinda brought Haridasa a pres-
ent of prasdda, vegetarian food first
offered to Krsna and then distributed to
others. In India devotees of the Lord tra-
ditionally share prasdda among them-
selves to express spiritual friendship.
Govinda wanted to give Haridasa the
prasdda, but he saw that Haridasa was
lying on his back and chanting Hare
Krsna very slowly.

*‘Please get up and take your pra-
sada,”’ Govinda said.

*“l am fasting today,” said Haridasa.
*“I have not yet fulfilled my daily vow
of chanting three hundred thousand
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names. How, then, can I eat in good con-
science?’ After a moment, Haridasa
reconsidered. ““You have brought maha-
prasdda,” he said, “so how can I neglect
it?”> He then offered prayers and took a
little portion.

The next day, Lord Caitanya Himself
came to see Haridasa. With great con-
cern He inquired, ‘‘Haridasa, are you
well?”’

Haridasa bowed down to the Lord and
replied, “‘My body is all right, but my
mind and intelligence are not well. My
disease is that I cannot finish my pre-
scribed amount of chanting.”

Lord Caitanya tried to console Hari-
dasa. “Now that you are old,”” He said,
*‘you may reduce your chanting. You
have already done more than enough to
spread the glories of Krsna’s names in
this dark material world.”

But Haridasa remained in a somber
mood. He had something else on his
mind. ““My Lord,”” he said, “‘kindly hear
my real plea. I feel in my heart that You
will soon end Your pastimes in this world
and return to Your spiritual home.
Before that time comes, kindly let my
poor body fall dead at Your lotus feet. |
do not wish to witness Your last days.”

Lord Caitanya answered gravely, ““My
dear Haridasa, Krsna is so merciful that
He must do whatever you want—but
whatever happiness is Mine is all due to
your being present with Me here in Purf,
and it is not at all fitting that you go away
and leave Me aside.”

Still, Haridasa would not be dissuaded.
Catching Lord Caitanya’s feet, he cried,
““My Lord, do not create an illusion! You
have millions of devotees more useful
than me. If an insignificant insect like me
dies, what is the loss? Besides, You are
always affectionate to Your devotees,
and although I am only an imitation
devotee, I still hope that You will fulfill
my desire.”’

Lord Caitanya then embraced Hari-
dasa Thakura, and after agreeing that He
would return the next day, He left to per-
form His noontime duties.

The next day, the Lord returned with
all His associates, and upon seeing them
Hariddsa Thakura bowed down with
deep humility.

Lord Caitanya inquired, “My dear
Haridasa, what is the good news?”’

Haridasa replied, ‘“My Lord, the good
news is whatever mercy You can bestow
upon me.”

Upon hearing this, Lord Caitanya be-
gan great congregational chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra, and all His devotees
surrounded Haridisa Thakura and
joined the chanting. Then Lord Caitanya
began praising Haridasa Thakura for his
saintly qualities. The more the Lord
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praised Haridasa, the more pleasure the
Lord felt. All the devotees were struck
with wonder, and they bowed down at
Haridasa’s lotus feet.

Then Haridasa asked Lord Caitanya to
sit down before him, and he fixed his
eyes on the Lord’s moonlike face and
placed the Lord’s lotus feet upon his
chest. As he chanted the Lord’s name,
tears fell from his eyes. Soon he gave up
his life—his soul passed from his body.

At that very moment, everyone was
roaring Krsna’s holy names, and Lord
Caitanya became overwhelmed with
spiritual ecstasy and love for His
departed devotee. He raised Haridasa’'s
body and placed it on His lap and then
danced in the courtyard in great ecstatic
love. All the devotees joined Him in
dancing and chanting.

Later, the devotees raised Haridasa’s
body onto a carrier and took the carrier
on their shoulders toward the sea. All
the way there they chanted, and Lord
Caitanya danced in front. Upon reaching
the shore, Lord Caitanya bathed Hari-
dasa’s body in the waves and declared,
““From this day on, this sea is a great
pilgrimage site.”

The devotees dug a hole on the beach
and placed Haridasa’s body in it. Then
Lord Caitanya started covering the body
with handfuls of sand and chanting “hari
bol! hari bol!”"—**Chant the holy name of
the Lord!”" The devotees took up the
chanting and threw more sand, and then
they constructed a platform to mark the
spot. Lord Caitanya danced and chanted
all around the platform, and the whole
universe became filled with the vibration
of Krsna’s names. Afterward, Lord
Caitanya and His devotees swam and
sported in the sea.

At last Lord Caitanya went to the tem-
ple of Jagannitha (*‘the Lord of the uni-
verse’’—Krsna) to get prasdda from all
the shopkeepers near the main gate.

“l am begging prasdda for a festival
to celebrate the passing of Haridasa
Thékura,” the Lord said. “‘Please give
Me alms.”

Greatly pleased with the Lord’s re-
quest, all the shopkeepers came forward
with big baskets of prasdda. But just then
Svaripa Damodara, one of the Lord’s
chief devotees, stopped the shop-
keepers, and after they returned to their
shops, he and other devotees went
around to the shops, gathered all the
prasdda, and found servants to carry it to
Lord Caitanya’s residence.

There, after asking all the devotees
to sit in rows, Lord Caitanya personally
started distributing the prasdda. Since
Lord Caitanya was not accustomed to
eating small amounts of prasdda, He put
enough on each plate for at least five

men. After some time, the devotees
begged the Lord, ‘‘Please sit down and
watch—we shall distribute the prasada.”

When the prasdda was served, all the
devotees waited for Lord Caitanya to
start eating, and then they themselves
started. Before long, everyone was filled
to the neck, because the Lord kept tell-
ing the servers, “‘Give them more! Give
them more!™

After all the devotees finished their
prasada, Lord Caitanya garlanded them
with flowers. Then the Lord gladly in-
formed the devotees, ‘“‘Anyone who has
seen the festival of Haridasa Thakura’s
passing, anyone who has chanted and
danced here, anyone who has thrown
sand over Haridasa’s body, and anyone
who has partaken of the prasdda will very
soon achieve Krsna’s favor.”

The Lord praised Haridasa Thakura.
‘“‘Being merciful upon Me, Krsna gave
Me the company of Haridasa Thakura,
but now He has separated us. When
Haridasa wanted to leave this world, I
could not stop him—he simply gave up
his life and went away. And now, with-
out him, this world has lost its most
valuable jewel.”

Lord Caitanya then ordered everyone:
*Say ‘All glories to Haridasa Thakura!’
and chant the holy name of Krsna.”
After saying this He began to dance, and
everyone chanted and danced with Him.
Finally, Lord Caitanya bade all the devo-
tees farewell, and then with mixed feel-
ings of happiness and distress He rested.

Surely Lord Caitanya and His associ-
ates lamented the passing of Haridasa,
but they also knew that he had gone back
to Krsna in the spiritual world—and for
that reason they rejoiced.

Near Puri, in a grove by the seashore,
there still stands a small, grayish temple
of Krsna, the Tota Gopinitha temple. If
you were to walk from this temple to the
sea, along the way you would find the
samddhi (tomb) of Haridasa Thakura.
There the devotees hold a yearly festival
to honor his passing.

On a wall of the samddhi, a marble
plaque bears a verse by the great devotee
Bhaktivinoda Thakura (1838-1914). It
explains how Lord Caitanya and His
devotees were able to rejoice at the pass-
ing of a great Vaisnava, a great devotee
of the Lord:

He reasons ill who tells that Vaispavas die,
when thou art living still in sound.

The Vaisnavas die to live, and living try
to spread the holy name around. ]

The history of Hariddsa Thakura's pass-
ing is more fully described in Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, translation and commentary by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupdda.
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(continued from page 32)

Tamaila Krsna Gosvami: His instruc-
tions, of course, are given in his books.
But this last instruction he gave to all of
his disciples: now that this movement
has attained a prestigious, respected
position all over the world, now that our
institutions throughout the world are
substantial and we are well represented
everywhere—now, please maintain this.
Do not let it deteriorate or decrease.

Srila Prabhupada emphasized that
even if we do not increase, if we simply
maintain what has already been estab-
lished, that will suffice to alleviate the
suffering and ignorance in this world for
many generations to come. So our first
responsibility, as Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
ciples, is to see that whatever Srila
Prabhupada gave to us—and we have to
understand that whatever we have is the
gift of Srila Prabhupada—is cherished
and maintained.

Now, if we can increase even more,
that is very good, and he would like that
also. But at least we should not allow
what he has given us thus far to be in any

way diminished. First of all care for your
father’s property; then think of ac-
cumulating further property.

BTG: By “‘property’’ do you mean the ac-
tual money and the buildings?

Tamala Krspa Gosvami: | mean the
money, the buildings, the writings, the
teachings, the institutions—everything
Srila Prabhupada has given. That should
not be in any way neglected. I think this
is the most important duty of his disci-
ples—this loving concern. They should
maintain what they have inherited from
their father. If a son neglects or squan-
ders his father’s property, that is the
greatest disgrace for the son.

BTG: What do you think Srila Prabhu-
pada’s feelings were on this matter? Did
he think that his disciples would fulfill
his dreams?

Tamala Krsna Gosvami: He repeatedly
said to me that he had great hope that
this Krsna consciousness movement
would endure. *‘I am feeling that every-
thing is in good hands,” he said.

BTG: One of our Godbrothers read a
scriptural quotation saying that when the
spiritual master appears he brings order
to chaos, and when he leaves, the chaos

returns. So, now that Srila Prabhupada is
no longer physically present, what is
your feeling about ISKCON’s future?
Tamala Krsna Gosvami: That depends
on our strength in keeping Srila Prabhu-
pada with us—not by his physical pres-
ence, but by his sound vibration. He’ll
stay with us eternally if we follow his in-
structions. As long as all of his disciples
constantly look to his instructions and
remain faithful, there will not be any
chaos. But if they look away from or
neglect the teachings of their spiritual
master, or if they fail to follow them,
then there will be chaos. Prabhupada’s
presence in his instruction is more im-
portant than his physical presence.

Yes, by the dcarya’s presence he
brings order to the chaos, and who’s to
say that Srila Prabhupada is not still pres-
ent? We do not feel that Srila Prabhu-
pida has died. If we felt that way, we
could not bear to live. We regret the loss
of his physical presence, but we are con-
soled by his eternal presence in the form
of his instructions, and therefore we are
very hopeful that the order he has
established will continue to exist for
thousands of years to come. oy

Every Town and Village

(continued from page 24)

took sannydsa from him.

When Srila Prabhupidda was twenty-
five years old he left his studies and
joined Gandhi’s movement for indepen-
dence. Shortly thereafter, he went with a
friend to see Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami for the first time.
Srila Prabhupada told me how fortunate
he was that he went to see Srila Bhakti-
siddhianta, who, after seeing Srila
Prabhupiada’s English education and
strong faith, spoke for two hours about
God: ‘‘Human life is not meant for sen-
sual enjoyment. The human form is very
rare and should not be wasted in sensual
enjoyment. If we simply engage in eat-
ing, sleeping, mating, and defending, we
have to take birth again and again. The
only duty of human life is to practice de-
votion to $ri Krsna so that, at the time of
death, we can return to Ills lotus feet.”

Snla Prabhupiada told me he was fasci-
nated and deeply influenced by the lec-
ture of Sri Bhaktisiddhdnta Sarasvati
Gosvami, who at that very first meeting
asked him to spread the teachings of Sri
Caitanya Mahdaprabhu all over the world.

India can teach the world the eternal
religion—that the real nature of all living
beings is to be the eternal servant of
God. It is the pride of India that she can
give this teaching to foreign countries.
So this great saint, Srila A. C. Bhakti-

vedanta Swami Prabhupida, has not
done any ordinary thing. He acted as a
humble servant of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, and with full confidence he
followed His order: *‘Preach the message
of $ri Krsna in every corner of the
world.”” When he went to America he
didn’t have any money—just a few
rupees. With a trunk full of his Srimad-
Bhagavatams, some chanting beads, and
a pair of hand cymbals, he went to
America. He didn’t have any other
belongings. In New York City he would
sit in a park where people gathered for
walking and enjoyment, and he would
sing the mahd-mantra and play his cym-
bals. He would explain the teachings of
Sri Caitanya Mahiaprabhu to those who
would come to sit with him and inquire.
So he was a guru in the real sense—an
empowered guru—because without
being empowered by God, no one can
distribute the name of God or teach de-
votion to God.

In the Vedic scriptures we find many
similar examples of empnwered (Sakty-
dvesa) incarnations: Srila Vyasadeva, Sri
Sukadeva Gosvami, Sri Naradaji.
Naradaji is a saktydvesa incarnation of
devotion; God’s energy works through
this great soul to spread devotional ser-
vice. In the course of time we will realize
that Srila Prabhupada was also an incar-
nation of devotion. So this is a festival of
separation from Srila Prabhupada, for by
feeling the pain of separation from him,

our devotion to him will increase. If one
does not feel the pain of separation from
God or guru, one’s devotion has not yet
begun; one whose heart is filled with this
pain of separation has already developed
devotion to God. Actually, though, Srila
Prabhupada has not died. He is still with
us in our hearts—if we ask his mercy.
Then, wherever we are, at any time, he
will direct us and give us strength.

Today we no longer have Srila Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Maharija with us in his
physical form, but in his words he is
present without any doubt. So we should
not think that because Parama-bhaga-
vata $ri Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada is not present here physically, there
is no more work to be done. Instead, we
should all take his mission seriously and
work more to spread Krsna conscious-
ness all over the world. That will be our
real homage to Srila Prabhupada. We
should all work together, ignoring the
small differences among us. As Sri
Visvambhara Gosvami has already said,
we will help you in every respect. Please
don’t feel that you are alone. We are all
behind you and will help you according
to our strength.

We pray to Srila Prabhupada to please
have mercy on us, that we can be suc-
cessful in spreading his words and the
words of Lord Caitanya. We pray that he
may give us strength, and that he may
give us the same faith in the guru and
faith in the Lord that he had. jiee
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What Now?

How many times have we recently
been asked, ‘“Who will succeed His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida as the spiritual leader
of the Hare Krsna movement?” And
how often have we been confronted with
the ominous inquiry, “Will the Hare
Krsna movement be able to survive
without His Divine Grace?™

First of all, no one can replace His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. You cannot simply
elect a person to the post of the most ex-
alted sainthood.

In the Vedic tradition there is an
unbroken chain of disciplic succession
from guru to guru, going all the way back
to Lord Krsna Himself. The Vedic
teachers affirm that al/l the devotees
should be given respect. But on rare oc-
casions, jagad-gurys (spiritual leaders of
the world) have appeared who are not to
be replaced. For example, dcdryas
(teachers by example) like Ramanuja
(eleventh century), Madhva (twelfth
century), and Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu (sixteenth century) are still
worshiped and followed, even today. Yet
sincere disciples may still act as gurus to
maintain the eternal parampara (disciplic
succession). ;

For decades before Srila Prabhupada
came to the United States, so-called
svamis and yogis had been coming here
from India, supposedly to teach Vedic
philosophy and religion. Yet they created
not a single devotee of Krsna. Like Srila
Prabhupada, these ‘‘gurus’ also in-
troduced India’s greatest book of knowl-
edge, the Bhagavad-gita. But unlike Srila
Prabhupida, they could not present it
purely, as it is, because they were not
unalloyed devotees of the Supreme
Lord, Sri Krsna, the speaker of the
Bhagavad-gita. Lord Caitanya, the in-
spiration for the present-day Krsna con-
sciousness movement, predicted that the
chanting of the holy names of Krsna
would spread to every town and village
in the world. But only since Srila Prabhu-
pada arrived in America in 1965 has this
prediction been fulfilled. Only by Srila
Prabhupdda’s compassion, intelligence,
and complete surrender to the will of
Krsna were Westerners able to receive
the rare gift of Krsna consciousness.
Thus Srila Prabhupada’s contribution
proves that he was empowered by God
to spread love of God all over the world.

Such a unique world-teacher is not to be
replaced.

Nonetheless, speculations abound.
Shortly before Srila Prabhupada’s pass-
ing, one scholarly “‘expert’’ on the Hare
Krsna movement, an anthropologist,
conjectured that Srila Prabhupada was
keeping his choice of successor a secret,
but that he would reveal ii before his
departure. This is simply not a fact: he
picked no such single person to succeed
him as leader.

How then will ISKCON—~the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness—go on? The answer is that our
spiritual master has given us a complete
arrangement for pushing forward the
worldwide Krsna consciousness move-
ment. As early as 1970, Srila Prabhupada
created a Governing Body Commission
(GBC), which now consists of twenty-
four senior devotees, all personally
selected by His Divine Grace to super-
vise ISKCON’s missionary activities in
various zones around the world. These
GBC devotees have been trained (some
of them for ten or eleven years) under
Srila Prabhupada’s direct guidance. For
years now they have been conducting all
the spiritual management of this mission
within their assigned zones, and now
they will continue to do so. The GBC
meets yearly in India, and together its
members plan how to execute the will of
His Divine Grace.

Also, during his last months in this
world, Srila Prabhupada selected eleven
senior disciples to act as initiating gurus
who could accept disciples after his dis-
appearance. In this way he insured the
continuation of the parampara.

_ As for spiritual leadership in general,
Srila Prabhupada has often quoted to us
from the scripture.

kiba vipra, kiba nyasi, siidra kene naya
yei krsna-tattva-vetta, sei ‘guru’ haya

“Whoever you are, regardless of your
birth or social position, if you know the
science of Krsna you can become a
gury.”’ Srila Prabhupada, then, expects
all his disciples to become pure devo-
tees, or instructing gurus, capable of
bringing pure spiritual life to the condi-
tioned souls of this material world. Thus,
now that His Divine Grace has left us
and gone to the eternal, spiritual world
of Krsna, there shall be not just one

leader but numerous gurus to carry on
this tradition.

Do we sound optimistic, even on the
loss of our dearmost preceptor and
guide? Yes, it is a fact. We devotees of
the Hare Krsna movement, while feeling
deep personal loss at the physical passing
away of our spiritual master, are certain
that he is still with us and that we can
successfully pass all tests, as long as we
follow his instructions. This faith rests
upon a basic tenet of Krsna conscious
philosophy: the spiritual master is served
in separation by disciples who follow his
teachings. As Srila Prabhupada writes in
his Bhaktivedanta purports, ‘‘“The ser-
vice of the spiritual master is essential. If
there 1s no chance 1o serve the spintual
master directly, a devotee should serve
him by remembering his instructions.
There is no difference between the spiri-
tual master’s instructions and the spiri-
tual master himself. In his absence,
therefore, his words of direction should
be the pride of the disciple.”

Therefore, in Srila Prabhupada’s ab-
sence, we, his disciples, feel more dedi-
cated to his mission than ever before,
more determined to cooperate amongst
ourselves and present purely his sublime
teachings. He never instructed us on the
basis of charisma. Rather, he always
taught that he was delivering without
change the words of the parampara, or
disciplic succession, which are handed
down from spiritual mastes to disciple
and confirmed by the eternal scriptures.
We always understood that by serving
him we were serving all the past spiritual
masters, and through them the Supreme
Lord Himself.

Discussion about the future of
ISKCON shouldn’t be regarded merely
as talk about the inner workings of a sec-
tarian religion. Krsna consciousness
should be seen for what it offers to
society and humanity. It is not an insu-
lar, sectarian religious faith, but a uni-
versal science of the soul. The Vedic
scriptures predict, and we can readily
see, that the present leadership of the
world is moving rapidly toward destroy-
ing the spiritual values of life. As the
madness mounts, those who can main-
tain their sanity will look more and more
to the Krsna consciousness movement
set up by Srila Prabhupada as a beacon of
hope and a real spiritual shelter. —SDG
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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada was known to the
world as the founder-acarya of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (dcarya means ‘‘one who teaches
by his very life”), as the spiritual master
who singlehandedly made ‘‘Hare
Krsna” a household word, and as the
foremost author and scholar in the realm
of ancient India’s Vedic philosophy,
religion, and culture.

Srila Prabhupada appeared in this

== world in 1896, in Calcutta, India. In
1922 he met his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami, who asked him to teach the science of Krsna CONSCious-
ness in the English-speaking world. To that end, in 1944 Srila
Prabhupada started BACK TO GODHEAD magazine, and in the early
1960’s he wrote and published three volumes of translation and com-
mentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam, ‘‘the cream of the Vedic
literatures.”

In 1965 Srila Prabhupada sailed to America on the steamship
Jaladuta, with only seven dollars’ worth of rupees, a pair of hand
cymbals, and a few copies of his writings. After his arrival he wrote
thirty more volumes of the Bhdagavatam. He was also the author of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is and some forty other large books. The scholarly
community regards these publications as definitive and has made
them standard textbooks and reference works.

Traveling almost constantly, Srila Prabhupada guided his inter-
national society from humble beginnings on New York’s Second
Avenue to a worldwide confederation of more than one hundred
asramas, schools, temples, institutes, and farm communities. He
passed away in Vrndavana, India (the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna), on November 14, 1977. Now that Srila Prabhupada has
departed, his disciples will carry on the movement he began.




